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Ths  journal  fiom  "winch,  the  following  narrative  is  taken  was  put  into 
my  bands  nearly  twenty  years  ago  by  a  well-known  naval  officer,  now 
himself  an  admiral  (the  grandson  of  the  author)  with  full  permission  to 
publish  it  in  any  way  I  judged  best. 

The  gallant  writer  of  this  journal  rose  to  be  an  admiral,  and  was  well 
known  for  his  social  qualities  and  for  the  humour  with  which  he  used  to 
narrate  the  stirringjincidents  of  his  naval  career,  several  of  which  I  had 
the  advantage  of  hearing  in  addition  to  the  perusal  of  that  voluminous 
log  which  he  preserved  through  many  a  shipwreck  and  numberless  other 
accidents  of  his  adventurous  life  on  the  ocean. 

As  the  journal  itself  would  not,  I  conceived,  have  proved  interesting 
to  those  for  whom  I  have  been  accustomed  to  write,  had  I  published  it  in 
its  crude  state,  I  took  advantage  of  the  permission  I  had  received  to  make 
such  emendations  and  additions  as  I  thought  were  calculated  to  render  it 
acceptable  to  them. 

In  justice  also  to  the  gallant  writer  of  the  log  I  must  acknowledge  that 
some  of  the  most  graphic  descriptions  remain  as  he  penned  them  nearly 
a  century  ago.  It  affords,  at  all  events,  a  faithful  picture  of  naval  Hfe 
in  those  olden  days  when  pig-tails  and  love-locks  were  the  fashion. 

I  had  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  ITnited  States  (where,  ftom  the 
attention  and  kindness  I  had  received,  I  had  learned  to  look  upon  oui 
Transatlantic  cousins  with  the  affection  of  a  kinsman),  when  I  first  received 
the  admiral's  journal,  and  I  was  pleased  to  find  that  a  British  officer  of 
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his  day,  while  staunch  to  his  flag  and  sovereign ,  could  sympathize  with 
those  whom  stem  duty  compelled  him  to  oppose. 

The  account  of  the  winter  voyage  of  the  "  Orpheus  "  across  the  Atlantic 
may  appear  somewhat  long,  but  I  allowed  it  to  remain,  considering  it 
worthy  of  record  as  an  example  of  that  undaunted  courage  and  perse- 
verance characteristic  of  British  officers  which,  as  much  as  battles  won, 
has  raised  the  ^avy  of  England  to  the  glorious  position  it  holds. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  express  the  hope  that  my  readers  will  be  as  much 
interested  with  the  adventures  of  Hurricane  Hurry  as  I  was  with  the  log 
of  my  old  friend,  and  if  so,  I  shall  be  well  repaid  for  the  labour  I  have 
bestowed  on  the  work 

WILLIAM  H.  G.  KINGSTON. 

September,  1878. 
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On  the  north-east  side  of  the  street,  about  midway  between  the  fish  and 
flesh  markets  in  the  seaport  town  of  Falmouth,  and  at  about  the  silent 
and  solemn  hour  of  thirty-six  minutes  past  one  by  my  father's  watch, 
on  the  morning  of  the  28th  day  of  December,  of  the  year  of  grace 
1752,  His  Qracious  Mcgesty  George  the  Second  being  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  (it  is  necessary  in  important  matters  to  be  particular), 
I  was  introduced  with  the  usual  forms  and  ceremonies  into  the  ancient 
family  of  the  Hurrys,  as  the  undoubted  child  of  my  father  Eichard  and 
my  mother  Joan,  the  ninth,  and  as  it  subsequently  proved,  the  last  of 
their  promising  offspring.  On  the  29th  day  of  the  January  follow- 
ing the  Key.  Edward  Walmsley,  rector  of  the  pariah,  baptized  me 
by  the  names  of  Hurricane,  with  the  addition  of  Tempest,  which  were 
selected  by  my  parents,  after  numberless  consultations,  in  compliment  to 
my  maternal  grand-uncle.  Sir  Hurricane  Tempest,  Alderman  of  Bristol, 
though  it  did  not  appear  from  his  remark  when  informed  of  the  occur- 
rence that  I  was  likely  to  benefit  in  the  remotest  manner  from  the 
delicate  attention  which  had  been  paid  him. 
My  early  days  were  not  remarkable.    I  got  through  the  complaints 
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incident  to  childhood  in  a  manner  satisfactoiy  to  my  mother  and  the 
doctor,  while  my  elder  brothers  and  sisters  took  veiy  good  care  that- 1 
should  not  he  spoilt  hy  over-indulgence.  My  brothers,  as  they  advanced 
towards  manhood,  were  sent  into  various  professions,  and  as  none  of 
them  had  chosen  the  sea,  it  was  decided,  without  my  opinion  being  asked^ 
that  I  should  be  made  an  offering  to  Neptune. 

That  I  might  be  prepared  for  my  future  calling  I  was  sent  to  reside 
with  my  brother-in-law  Jack  Hayfield,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bideford, 
North  Devon,  to  allow  mo*  the  vast  benefit  of  attending  the  school  of 
worthy  Jeremiah  Sinclair,  kept  over  the  market-place  in  that  fai^famed 
maritime  town.  1  still  love  the  recollection  of  the  old  place,  with  its 
steep  streets,  its  broad  quays,  and  its  bridge  of  many  arches ;  to  my 
mind  a  more  picturesque  bridge  does  not  exist  in  all  the  world,  nor,  when 
the  tide  is  in,  a  prettier  river.  On  the  bosom  of  that  river  I  gained  my  first 
practical  experience  of  affairs  nautical,  and  many  a  trip  I  made  down  to 
Appledore  with  my  schoolfellow  Ned  Treggellis,  in  a  boat  which,  had 
not  a  special  providence  watched  over  us,  would  speedily  have  consigned 
us  to  the  muddy  bottom  of  the  stream.  An  oar  served  us  as  a  rudder, 
another  as  a  mast,  with  a  piece  of  sacking  as  a  sail  spread  on  a  con- 
demned boat-hook,  while  one  of  us  was  constantly  employed  in  baling 
out  the  water  which  came  in  through  leaks  unnumbered — a  state  of  affaire 
we  had  learned  to  consider  normal  to  our  craft. 

From  Sinclair's  school,  in  order  to  receive  the  finishing-touches  to 
my  education,  I  was  removed  to  old  Allen's  well-known  Mathematical 
Academy  in  Cold  Harbour. 

It  is  just  possible  that  I  might  have  reaped  some  amount  of  benefit 
from  the  mental  provender  served  out  in  those  nurseries  of  genius,  but 
unfortunately  for  me  Jack's  appreciation  of  the  advantages  of  knowledge 
was  such  that  he  considered  the  time  squandered  devoted  to  its  acquisition. 
Frequently,  therefore,  when  I  was  supposed  by  my  good  sister  Mary,  his 
wife,  to  be  on  my  way  to  school,  I  had  been  waylaid  by  him,  and  was 
employed  with  another  boy  in  setting  springles,  marking  woodcocks,  or 
in  some  other  equally  intellectual  pastime.  Whatever  I  may  now  think 
about  the  matter,  I  was  then  convinced  that  Brother  Jack  was  one  of  the 
kindest  and  best  fellows  in  the  world ;  and  when  I  fell  asleep  in  my 
chair  during  the  evening  my  somnolency  was  attributed  to  the  assiduity 
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vrith.  whicli  I  had  applied  to  my  studies  duriiig  the  day.  I  have  since 
then  had  not  a  little  reason  to  legret  honest  Jack's  ignoiance  and  my 
own  folly  in  listening  to  his  persuasions. 

My  frequent  companion  on  the  occasions  I  have  spoken  of  was  Tommy 
Bockets,  the  son  of  a  poor  widow  who  lived  near  Jack's  house.  He  was 
somewhat  younger  than  myself  and  small  for  his  age,  hut  a  sharp, 
intelligent  little  fellow,  though  amusingly  ignorant  of  affairs  in  general. 
His  chief  employment  was  acting  the  part  of  a  scarecrow  by  frightening 
birds  from  the  cornfields  and  running  on  errands  into  Bideford  for  any 
of  the  neighbours,  by  which  means  he  enabled  his  mother  to  eke  out  her 
scanty  pittance.  I  used  to  share  with  him  my  school  pasty,  and  now 
and  then  I  saved  a  piece  of  bread  and  cheese,  or  I  would  bring  him  a 
cake  or  a  roll  from  Bideford.  He  never  failed  to  carry  a  portion  to  his 
mother,  sharp-set  as  he  always  was  himself.  The  poor  fellow  soon 
'  conceived  a  strong  affection  for  me ;  and  when  I  was  going  off  to  sea  he  cried 
bitterly  at  the  thoughts  of  parting  from  me.  I  also  had  a  regard  for  him, 
and,  forgetting  how  small  and  young  he  was,  I  took  it  into  my  head  that 
I  would  carry  him  with  me.  "We  were  sitting  on  a  grassy  bank  under  a 
tree,  with  a  series  of  undulating  hills  and  the  blue  ocean  beyond,  when 
I  broached  the  subject. 

"  Would'st  like  to  come  to  sea  with  me,  Tom  V*  said  I  broadly. 

"What,  to  them  furrin  parts  across  the  water  1"  he  asked,  pointing 
seaward  with  his  chin.  "No;  Td  bee  afeared,  Master  Hurricane,  I 
would.     What  makes  you  go  nowl" 

"  To  fight  the  Frenchmen,  of  course,"  I  replied.  "  It's  peace  just  now, 
they  say,  though  I  thought  we  were  always  at  war  with  the  French ;  but 
it  won't  last  long,  that's  one  comfort" 

"Well,  now,  I'd  rather  stay  at  home  with  mother  than  go  and 
fight  the  furriners — ^that  I  would,"  said  Tommy,  with  much  simplicity. 

"  Oh,  you've  no  spirit,  boy ! "  I  replied,  with  a  look  of  contempt. 
"  Wouldn't  you  like,  now,  to  be  sailing  round  the  world  with  Commodore 
Byron,  who'll  fill  his  ships  with  rubies,  and  pearls,  and  gold,  and  precious 
stones,  and  all  sorts  of  things  1  Why,  Tommy,  you  would  come  back 
with  more  riches  in  your  waistcoat-pocket  than  you  ever  thought  to 
possess  in  your  life." 

Tommy's  eyes  sparkled  as  I  spoke.     "  What,  enough  to  make  my 
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mother  a  lady  V*  he  exclaimed.  "  "Well,  then,  Master  Hurricano,  if  so  be 
you  can  take  me  to  them  parts,  when  I'm  big  enough  I'll  go  with 
ye." 

"  Well,  we'll  see  about  it,"  said  I,  with  a  patronizing  air ;  "  but  it  is 
not  all  gold-picking,  remember.  There's  plenty  of  fighting  and  prize- 
taking  besides.     You've  heard  speak  of  Admiral  Hawke  1 " 

"  No,"  said  Tommy,  "  I  ne'er  did." 

"  I'd  have  given  my  right  hand  to  have  been  with  him  when  ho  beat 
the  French  in  Quiberon  Bay.  That  was  a  glorious  day  for  old  Engknd, 
let  me  tell  you."  I  was  able  to  expatiate  on  the  subject,  as  the  last  time 
I  was  at  home  my  father  read  me  a  full  account  of  the  battle  which  took 
place  in  1759,  the  year  preceding  the  death  of  his  Majesty  George  the 
Second,  and  about  five  years  before  the  time  of  which  I  am  now  speaking. 
It  was  the  most  memorable  action  of  my  early  days.  The  French  fleet 
was  commanded  by  M.  de  Conflans,  whom  a  short  time  before  a  violent 
gale  had  compelled  to  take  shelter  in  Brest  harbour,  while  the  English  had 
anchored  in  Torbay.  The  two  fleets  were  about  equal  After  cruising 
for  some  time  the  enemy  again  took  shelter  in  Quiberon  Bay,  on  the 
coast  of  Bretagne,  in  France,  where  they  were  pursued  by  the  English. 
A  strong  gale  had  sprung  up  and  a  heavy  sea  was  running,  but,  un- 
daunted, the  brave  Hawke  stood  on.  The  Frenchmen  hoped  to  lead  his 
fleet  to  destruction  among  the  rocks  and  shoals  of  that  dangerous  coast. 
Unwilling  to  fight,  yet  too  late  to  escape,  the  French  admiral,  when  he 
saw  the  English  approach,  wa3  compelled  to  make  saiL  Hawke  pursued 
them  and  ordered  his  pilots  to  lay  him  alongside  the  "  Soleil  Royal," 
which  bore  the  flag  of  the  French  admiral.  The  "  Thesee,"  a  seventy-four- 
gun  ship,  ran  between  them,  and  a  heavy  sea  entering  her  ports,  she 
foundered.  The  "  Superbe,"  another  Frenchman,  shared  the  same  fate. 
Several  other  French  ships  struck  their  colours ;  many  were  driven  on 
shore,  among  which  was  the  flag-ship,  which  was  set  on  fire  and 
destroyed.  A  great  number  of  the  French  were  killed,  but  the  English 
lost  only  one  lieutenant  and  thirty-nine  men  killed,  and  about  two 
hundred  wounded.  But  I  must  not  stop  to  describe  the  gallant  actions 
which  occurred  during  my  boyhood.  Lord  Anson,  one  df  the  most 
experienced  of  navigators,  died  two  years  only  before  I  went  to  sea. 
Captain  Byron  sailed  that  same  memorable  year,  when  my  country  first 
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had  the  benefit  of  my  services,  on  his  voyage  of  discovery  into,  the 
Pacific,  and  returned  in  1766.  Captains  Wallia  and  Cartaret  sailed  on 
exploring  voyages  at  the  same  time.  I  happened  to  have  heard  of  Mr. 
Cook,  hut  it  -was  not  till  many  years  after  this  that  he  became  known  to 
fame  as  one  of  the  most  talented  and  scientific  of  English  navigators ; 
indeed,  he  did  not  return  from  his  great  voyage  tiU  eleven  years  after 
this.     He  lost  his  life  in  his  last  voyage  in  1779. 

A  number  of  gallant  actions  were  fought  at  the  end  of  the  war,  sufficient 
to  fire  the  ardour  of  any  youth  of  spirit  to  whom  they  were  recounted. 
Captain  Hood's  capture  of  the  "  Warwick,"  a  sixty-gun  ship,  which  had 
been  taken  fixrm  the  English,  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated.  At  this 
time,  however,  she  carried  but  thirty-six  guns,  with  300  men,  including 
a  company  of  soldiers.  Captain  Hood  attacked  her  in  the  ^'  I^iinerva  " 
frigate  of  thirty-two  guns  and  220  men,  and  after  an  hour's  fight,  with  a 
heavy  sea  running,  both  ships  having  lost  their  masts,  he  captured  her  and 
took  her  to  Spithead.  A  still  more  remarkable  action  was  that  of  the 
"  BeDona  "  and  "  Brilliant,"  Captains  Faulkner  and  Loggie,  and  a  French 
ship  of  the  line  and  two  heavy  frigates,  which  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  the  first  and  the  flight  of  the  latter.  There  were  also  numerous  actions 
fought  between  packets  and  privateers,  and  other  small  craft,  with  the 
enemy,  which  seldom  failed  to  add  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  our  country. 
Though  ignorant  of  other  lore,  I  greedily  devoured  all  the  accounts  I 
could  find  of  these  events,  and  having  once  made  up  my  mind  that  the 
sea  was  to  be  my  profession,  I  resolved,  when  opportunities  should  occur, 
to  imitate  them  to  the  best  of  my  power. 

But  to  return  to  my  friend  Tommy.  Just  before  I  sailed  I  went  to 
pay  his  mother  a  visit.  I  found  the  widow  sitting,  as  was  her  wont, 
knitting  at  her  window,  waiting  for  her  son's  return.  I  went  not  empty- 
handed,  for  besides  my  pasty,  which  I  had  saved,  I  had  bought  a  loaf 
and  a  lump  of  cheese  and  a  bundle  of  lollipops  at  Bideford.  First 
presenting  her  with  these  treasures  and  emptying  my  pockets  of  the 
very  small  amount  of  cash  they  contained,  I  opened  the  business  I  had 
at  heart,  ^oor  Mrs.  Eockets  burst  into  tears  when  I  asked  her  to  let  her 
Tommy  go  to  sea  with  me. 

"Oh,  Master  Hurricane  1"  said  she,  "I  feel  all  your  kindness  to  a 
poor  creature  like  me  and  my  boy,  and  I  would  not  deny  you  anything. 
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"but,  oh,  sir,  he  is  my  only  child,  my  only  comfort  in  life,  and  I  cannot 
part  "with  him !" 

All  the  arguments  I  could  use  and  the  hrilliant  hopes  I  held  out 
were  of  no  avail  for  a  long  time,  till  at  last,  with  a  sad  voice,  she  con- 
sented, when  he  grew  higger,  should  he  then  show  a  strong  wish  to  go  to 
sea,  to  allow  him  to  accompany  me. 

I  met  Tommy  on  my  way  home  and  told  him  that  he  must  make 
haste  and  grow  hig  that  he  might  go  to  sea  and  fill  his  pockets  with 
pearls  and  diamonds  for  his  widowed  mother.  In  many  a  dream  which 
I  had  thus  conjured  up,  both  by  day  and  night,  did  the  poor  lad  indulge 
as  he  was  scaring  off  the  crows  in  the  fields  or  lying  on  his  humble 
pallet  in  his  thatched-roof  hut  nearBideford. 

It  was  at  Whitsuntide  of  the  year  1764,  I  then  numbering  eleven 
summers,  that  I  was  placed  on  the  books  of  the  "  Folkstone "  cutter, 
commanded  by  a  particular  friend  of  my  father's.  Lieutenant  Glover; 
the  amount  of  learning  I  possessed  on  quitting  school  just  enabling 
me  to  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible  to ,  my  old  blind  grandmother  (on 
my  mother's  side),  who  lived  with  us,  and  to  tell  my  father  how 
many  times  a  coach-wheel  of  any  diameter  would  turn  round  in 
going  to  Penryn.  Having  received  my  father's  and  mother's  bless- 
ing and  a  sea-chest,  which  contained  a  somewhat  scanty  supply  of 
clothes,  a  concise  epitome  of  *  navigation,  an  English  dictionary,  and 
my  grandmother's  Bible — the  only  gift  of  value  the  kind  old  lady  had  it  in 
her  power  to  bestow — I  was  launched  forth  into  the  wide  world  to  take 
my  chance  with  the  bustling,  hard-hearted  crowd  which  fills  it.  I  was 
speedily  removed  from  the  cutter  into  his  Majesty's  packet  the  "  Dun- 
cannon,"  Captain  Charles  Edwards,  in  which  vessel  I  crossed  the  Atlantic 
for  the  first  time ;  and  after  visiting  ^ladeira  and  several  of  the  West 
India  Islands  I  returned  to  Falmouth  on  the  eve  of  Christmas,  1767. 
I  next  joined  the  "  Duke  of  York,"  Captain  Dickenson,  in  which  vessel 
I  made  no  less  than  sixteen  voyages  to  Lisbon.  As,  however,  I  had 
grown  very  weary  of  the  packet  service,  I  was  not  sorry  to  be  paid  off 
and  to  return  once  more  home,  if  not  with  a  fuller  purse,  at  all  events,  a 
better  sailor  than  when  I  left  it*  I  was  not  long  allowed  to  enjoy  the 
luxury  of  idleness  before  my  father  got  me  appointed  to  the  "  Torbay," 
seventy-four,  commanded  by  Captain  Wallis,  who  was  considered  one  of 
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the  smartest  officeis  in  the  service,  and  I  was  taught  to  expect  a  very 
different  sort  of  life  to  that  which  I  had  been  accustomed  to  in  the  slow- 
going  packet  service.  There  were  several  youngsters  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Falmouth,  who  had  never  before  been  to  sea,  who  were 
appointed  to  the  same  ship.  One  of  them,  my  old  messmate  poor  Dick 
Martingall,  used  to  speak  of  the  unsophisticated  joy  with  which  his  old 
mother,  in  her  happy  simplicity,  announced  to  him  the  fact  of  his 
appointment.  She  came  to  his  bedside  long  before  the  usual  hour  of 
rising  and  awoke  him. 

"  Eichard,  my  dear  son,  Eichard !  "  she  said ;  "  get  up,  thou  art  made 
for  ever ! " 

"What  am  I  made,  mother?"  he  asked  with  astonishment,  rubbing 
his  eyes,  which  were  still  foil  of  sleep. 

"Oh,  my  boy,  my  dear  boyl"  replied  the  good  lady,  her  coun- 
tenance beaming  with  satisfaction,  "  thou  art  made  a  midshipman  ! " 

Alas !  little  did  his  poor  old  mother  dream  of  the  sea  of  troubles  into 
which  her  darling  boy  was  about  to  be  launched,  what  hardships  and 
difficulties  he  was  doomed  to  encounter,  "the  snubs  that  patient 
mids  from  tiieir  superiors  take,"  or  she  would  not  have  congratulated 
herself  on  the  event,  or  supposed  that  by  his  being  made  a  midshipman 
he  was  made  for  ever.  Yet  in  his  case  it  was  so  fer  true,  poor  fellow,  that 
he  was  never  made  anything  else,  as  he  was  carried  out  of  the  world  by 
fever  before  he  had  gained  a  higher  step  in  rank. 

The  tailors  in  Falmouth  and  its  laeighbourhood  who  were  employed 
in  fitting  us  out  were  delightfully  innocent  of  all  notion  of  what  a 
midshipman's  uniform  should  really  be,  and  each  one  seemed  to  fancy 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  give  full  scope  to  the  exuberance  of  his  taste. 
Their  models  might  have  been  taken  from  the  days  of  Benbow,  or 
rather,  perliaps,  from  the  costumes  of  those  groups  who  go  about 
disguised  at  Christmas-time  enacting  plays  in  the  halls  of  the  gentry  and 
nobility,  and  are  called  by  us  west-country  folks  "  geesedancers."  As  we 
met  on  board  the  cutter  which  was  to  carry  us  to  Plymouth  we  were  not, 
I  will  allow,  altogether  satisfied  with  our  personal  appearance,  and  still 
less  so  when  we  stepped  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  seventy-four, 
commanded  by  one  of  the  proudest,  most  punctilious  men  in  the 
service,  surrounded  by  a  body  of  well-dressed,  dashing-looking  officers. 
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Tom  Peaid  first  advanced,  as  chief  and  oldest  of  our  gang,  vriUh.  a 
bob-wig  on  his  head  surmounted  by  a  high  hat  bound  by  narrow  gold 
lace,  white  lapels  to  his  coat,  a  white  waistcoat,  and  light-blue  inex- 
pressibles with  midshipman's  buttons.  By  his  side  hung  a  large  brass- 
mounted  hanger,  while  his  legs  were  encased  in  a  huge  pair  of  water- 
proof boots.  I  followed  next,  habited  in  a  coat  all  sides  radius,  as  old 
Allen  would  have  said,  the  skirt  actually  sweeping  the  deck,  and  so  wide 
that  it  would  button  down  to  the  very  bottopi.  My  white  cuffs  reached 
half  way  up  the  arm  to  the  elbow ;  my  waistcoat,  which  was  of  the  same 
snowy  hue,  reached  to  my  knees,  but  was  fortunately  concealed  from 
sight  by  the  ample  folds  of  my  coat,  as  were  also  my  small-clothes.  I 
had  on  white  thread  stockings,  high  shoes  and  buckles,  and  a  plain 
cocked  hat — a  prodigiously  long  silver-handled  sword  completing  my 
costume. 

Dick  Martingall's  and  Tom  Paynter's  dresses  were  not  much  less  out 
of  order,  giving  them  more  the  appearance  of  gentlemen  of  the  highway 
than  of  naval  officers  of  respectability.  One  had  a  lai^e  brass-mounted 
sword  once  belonging  to  his  great-grand&tther,  a  trooper  in  the  army  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange ;  the  other,  a  green-handled  hanger,  which  had  done 
service  with  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel. 

Often  have  I  seen  a  set  of  geesedancers  compelled  to  make  a  hurried  flight 
before  the  hot  poker  of  some  irate  housekeeper  disturbed  in  her  culinary 
operations,  and  much  in  the  same  way  did  we  four  aspirants  for  naval 
honours  beat  a  precipitate  retreat  from  the  deck  of  the  "  Torbay  '*  bjs,  with  a 
stamp  of  his  foot,  our  future  captain  ordered  us  to  be  gone  and  instantly 
to  get  cut  down  and  reduced  into  ordinary  proportions  by  the  Plymouth 
tailors. 

As  may  be  supposed,  the  operation  was  almost  beyond  the  skill  of 
even  the  most  experienced  master  of  the  shears,  and  we  were  all  of  us 
compelled,  much  to  our  dismay,  to  furnish  ourselves  for  the  most  part 
with  new  suits.  On  our  return  on  board,  however,  we  were  com- 
plimented on  our  appearance ;  and  as  our  tailor  agreed  to  receive  payment 
from  our  first  instalment  of  prize-money,  we  were  perfectly  content  with 
the  arrangement. 

After  spending  a  few  months  in  channel  cruising— the  "  Torbay  "  being 
ordered  to  lay  as  guard-ship  at  Plymouth— such  a  life  not  suiting  my  fancy. 
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I  quitted  her  and  joined  his  Majesty's  sloop  of  war  "Falcon," 
Captain  Cuthbert  Baines,  fitting  out  for  the  West  India  station. 

As  in  those  days  I  kept  no  regular  journal,  I  have  only  a  few 
scattered  notes  written  in  an  old  log-book  to  guide  me  in  my  account  of 
the  events  of  that  period  of  my  career.  A  few  are  still  vivid  in  my 
memory  as  when  they  first  occurred,  but  many  have  escaped  me  alto- 
gether, or  appear  like  the  fleeting  phantoms  of  a  dream  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  describe  the  details.  I  must  therefore  be  allowed  to  pass 
rapidly  over  that  early  portion  of  my  naval  life  and  go  on  to  the  time 
when  I  had  passed  my  examination  for  a  lieutenant's  commission  and 
trod  the  quarter-deck  as  a  master's  mate. 

On  the  "  Falcon's "  leaving  Portsmouth  we  touched  at  .Falmouth  on 
our  way  down  channel,  when  I  had  the  opportunity  of  taking  leave  of 
my  &mily — ^with  some  of  them,  alas  !  it  was  an  eternal  farewell  This 
is  one  of  the  seaman's  severest  trials ;  he  knows  from  sad  experience  that 
of  tiie  many  smiling  faces  ^  he  sees  collected  round  the  domestic  hearth 
some  will  too  surely  be  missing  on  his  return,  wanderers,  like  himself, 
far,  fax  away,  or  gone  to  their  final  resting-place. 

We  made  a  stay  of  a  few  days  at  Madeira,  and  without  any  occurrence 
worthy  of  note  reached  English  Harbour,  Antigua,  October  21st,  1771, 
where  we  found  lying  several  ships  of  war  under  the  flag  of  Eear-Admiral 

I  have  not  hitherto  mentioned  the  names  of  my  messmates.  Among 
others,  there  were  William  Wilkins,  John  Motte,  Israel  Pellew,*  and 
Alexander  Dick.  We  were  a  jovial  set  and  generally  pulled  well 
together ;  but  on  one  occasion  the  apple  of  discord  was  thrown  in  among 
us,  and  Alexander  Dick,  the  surgeon's  mate,  and  I  fell  to  loggerheads  in 
consequence  of  some  reflections  I  thoughtlessly  cast  on  the  land  of  his 
nativity — ^to  the  effect,  as  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  that  nothing 
better  was  to  be  found  there  as  food  for  the  people  than  sheeps'  heads  and 
boiled  bagpipes ;  to  which  he  retorted  by  asserting  that  we  west-country 
folks  were  little  better  than  heathens  and  had  no  more  manners  than 
blackamores.  As  neither  of  us  would  retract  what  we  had  said,  it  was 
decided  that  oux  dispute  could  alone  be  settled  by  mortal  combat. 
Pistols,  we  were  aware,  were  the  most  gentlemanly  weapons  to  be  employed 
1  Afterwards  Sir  Israel  Pclleif,  tbo  brother  of  the  famous  Lord  Exmoath. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


10  HURRICANE  HURRT. 

on  such  occasions ;  but  we  found  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain 
them  in  a  hurry  without  to  a  certainty  betrayiog  our  intentions.  It  was 
therefore  settled  by  our  seconds  and  ourselves  that  we  should  decide  the 
knotty  question  with  our  hangers  as  soon  as  we  could  manage  to  get  on 
shore  after  reaching  port.  All  four  of  us  therefore,  having  got  leave  the 
morning  after  our  arrival,  left  the  ship  soon  after  daybreak  in  a  shore- 
boat  and  pulled  off  to  a  retired  part  of  the  harbour.  Here  we  landed, 
and  telling  our  black  boatmen  to  wait  our  return,  we  walked  away  arm- 
in-arm  to  a  spot  where  we  thought  no  one  would  observe  us.  Having 
thrown  off  our  coats  and  tucked  up  our  shirt-sleeves,  the  word  was  given, 
and,  drawing  our  hangers,  we  advanced  towards  each  other  with  furious 
passes,  as  if  nothing  but  the  death  of  one  of  us  could  satisfy  the  rancour 
of  our  enmity,  and  yet  at  that  very  moment  I  believe  neither  of  us  recol- 
lected the  origin  of  our  quarrel  Dick  first  gave  me  a  cut  on  the  shoulder, 
which  so  excited  my  fury  that  I  was  not  long  in  returning  .the  compliment 
by  bestowing  a  slash  across  his  arm,  which  made  him  wince  not  a  little^ 
but  before  I  could  follow  it  up  he  had  recovered  his  guard.  In  a  moment 
I  was  at  him  again,  and  as  we  were  neither  of  us  great  masters 
of  the  noble  art  of  self-defence,  we  kept  hewing  and  dashing  away 
at  each  other  in  a  most  unscientific  manner  for  several  minutes,  till 
we  were  both  of  us  covered  with  gashes  from  head  to  foot  and  the  blood 
was  flowing  copiously  down  into  our  very  shoes.  At  last,  from  very 
weariness  and  loss  of  blood,  we  dropped  the  points  of  our  swords  as  if 
by  mutual  consent.     Our  seconds  now  stepped  forward. 

"  Hurry,  my  good  fellow,"  said  my  second,  "  one  thing  I  see  clearly. 
This  matter  cannot  be  settled  satisfactorily  with  cold  steel — it's  too  much 
like  the  custom  of  piccarooners.  We  must  wait  till  we  can  get  hold  of 
pistols,  and  arrange  the  affair  in  a  gentlemanly  way.  That's  my  opinion,  and 
I  daresay  you  and  Mr.  Dick  will  agree  with  me."  In  honest  truth,  both  my 
antagonist  and  I  were  in  such  a  condition  that  we  were  perfectly  ready  to 
agree  to  any  arrangement  which'  would  prevent  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinuing the  painful  operation  we  had  both  been  inflicting  on  each  other. 
All  four  of  us  therefore  sat  down  on  the  sands,  and  Dick,  pulling  out 
some  lint  and  bandages  from  his  pockets,  our  seconds,  under  his  directions, 
bound  up  our  wounds.  When  this  at  length  was  done  we  found  it,  how- 
over,  impossible  to  get  on  our  coats  again.     We  were  therefore  obliged  to 
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carry  tliejn  over  our  shoulders  as  we  walked  to  the  boats.  When  the 
I^egro  boatmen  saw  our  pale  faces  and  halting  gait,  as  with  difficulty  wo 
stepped  into  the  boat,  they  grinned  from  ear  to  ear,  full  well  guessing 
what  had  occurred,  and  doubtlessly  thinking,  as  will,  I  suspect,  my  readers, 
that  we  were  very  great  fools  for  our  pains.  Ay,  truly  we  were  far  worse 
than  fools,  for  in  obedience  to  the  customs  of  sinful  men  we  had  been 
disobeying  the  laws  of  God,  and  committing  a  very  great  crime  as  well 
as  a  very  great  folly,  but  we  did  not  think  so  then,  nor  did  I  till  very 
many  years  afterwards. 

Our  intentions  had  not  been  kept  so  secret  but  that  they  had  become 
known  on  board,  and,  our  appearance  on  our  return  fully  corroborating 
the  truth  of  the  reports  which  had  been  going  about,  we  were  put  under 
arrest  by  Captain  Baines,  who  then  sent  for  us,  to  know  the  cause  of  our 
quari:el.  We  explained  it  as  well  as  we  could ;  but,  as  may  be  supposed, 
we  neither  of  us  had  a  very  good  case  to  make  out  "  Well,  gentlemen," 
said  our  commander,  "  this  is  a  point  I  do  not  wish  to  decide  myself,  but 
I  shall  leave  it  to  the  arbitration  of  the  gun-room  officers,  and  to  their 
decision  you  must  bow."  The  next  day,  therefore,  the  gun-room  officers 
held  a  court,  and,  feeling  very  stiff  and  very  sore,  and  looking,  I  doubt 
not,  very  foolish — ^though  we  did  our  best  to  appear  like  heroes — ^we 
stood  before  them.  Having  both  of  us  pleaded  our  cause,  it  was  decided 
that  we  had  no  business  to  use  the  language  we  had  employed,  and  that 
we  were  both  in  the  wrong.  We  were  in  consequence  ordered  to  shake 
hands  and  be  friends,  or  else  to  look  out  for  squalls.  Had  we  possessed 
more  sense,  this  we  might  have  done  before  we  had  CTit  each  other  half  to 
pieces,  not  to  speak  of  spoiling  a  shirt  and  a  pair  of  breeches  apiece. 
Thus  ended  the  first  and  only  duel  in  which  I  was  ever  engaged,  and 
Dick  and  I  from  that  time  forward  became  very  good  friends. 

About  this  time,  some  serious  disputes  having  arisen  with  the  Caribs  of 
St.  Vincent,  who  had  become  very  troublesome  to  the  settlers,  the  British 
Government  formed  the  design  of  removing  them  altogether  from  the 
island  and  of  placing  them  on  some  part  of  the  main-land,  where  they 
might  enjoy  their  own  manner  of  life  without  interfering  with  civilized 
people.  To  effect  this  object  an  expedition  was  sent  to  the  island  under 
the  command  of  Major-General  Dalrymple,  consisting  of  two  regiments 
from  America  and  various  bodies  of  troops  collected  from  the  other  islands 
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and  from  on  board  all  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  station.  At  this 
distance  of  time  of  course  I  cannot  pretend  to  be  able  to  give  any  minute 
description  of  the  details  of  the  affair.  I  know  that  there  were  some 
gentlemen  who  acted  as  commissioners  who  went  on  shore  to  try  and 
arrange  matters  with  the  Caribs ;  but  the  savages,  after  agreeing  to  terms, 
not  showing  any  intention  to  abide  by  them,  the  troops  were  ordered 
to  land.  It  was  very  easy  to  give  the  order,  but  not  so  easy  to  execute 
it,  for  at  the  time  there  happened  to  be  an  unusually  heavy  surf 
breaking  on  the  shore.  It  would  have  been  wiser  in  my  humble  opinion 
to  have  waited  till  the  surf  had  gone  down,  or  to  have  selected  some  other 
spot  for  disembarkation  to  that  fixed  on ;  but,  strange  to  say,  the  autho- 
rities did  not  happen  to  ask  my  opinion,  simply,  I  suppose,  because  I  was 
a  midshipman,  and  the  landing  commenced.  The  boats,  pulled  by  the  sea- 
men and  crowded  with  soldiers,  made  for  the  shore.  Some  reached  it 
in  safety  by  taking  the  proper  moment  to  dash  through  the  surf,  but 
others  were  not  so  fortunate.  One  boat  from  our  ship  had  put  off,  the  men 
in  high  spirits  at  the  thought  of  a  brush  with  the  Niggers,  as  they  called 
the  unfortunate  Caribs.  I  was  watching  them  from  the  deck  as  they  ap- 
proached the  shore,  when  a  heavy  roller  went  tumbling  in  after  them. 
The  men  saw  it  coming  and  pulled  for  their  lives,  but  it  was  too  quick 
for  them,  and  catching  the  boat  turned  her  over  as  if  she  had  been  a  mere 
cockleshell.  In  an  instant  some  thirty  poor  fellows  were  struggling  in 
the  surf.  Many  sunk  at  once,  others  made  way  for  the  shore,  but  they 
had  a  remorseless  enemy  on  the  watch  for  them,  and  several,  with  a 
shriek  of  agony  which  reached  almost  to  the  ears  of  those  on  board  the 
"  Falcon,"  were  drawn  imder  by  those  monsters  of  the  deep,  the  voracious 
sharks.  Others,  when  nearly  touching  the  sand,  were  washed  out  again 
by  the  reflux  of  another  roller  following  up  the  first.  It  was  doubly  sad, 
because  before  it  was  possible  to  send  any  help  to  them  their  fate  was 
sealed.  Several  other  boats  met  with  a  like  accident,  and  before  the 
troops  were  all  landed  a  large  number  both  of  seamen  and  soldiers 
were  lost.  The  survivors  formed  on  the  beach  and  then  advanced 
rapidly  into  the  country,  where  the  Caribs  were  drawn  up  in  strong 
force  to  receive  them. 

The  enemy,  having  the  advantage  of  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  chose 
their  own  ground  for  encountering  our  troops,  and,  truth  to  say,  generally 
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had  the  "best  of  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  enlaige  on  the  subject.  I  know  that 
we  gained  very  little  honour  and  glory,  hut,  after  losing  a  considerable 
number  of  men,  soma  from  the  bullets  of  the  enemy  and  others  from  sun- 
strokes, the  troops  were  ordered  to  embark  again.  Afterwards  we  heard 
that  the  Caribs  were  allowed  to  remain  in  possession  of  their  rights.  I 
suspect,  however,  that  they  did  not  retain  them  for  any  long  period  after 
this  time. 

I  remember  nothing  of  any  particular  importance  happening  to  me  till 
August,  1772,  when  we  were  lying  in  English  Harbour,  Autigua,  in  com- 
pany with  his  Majesty's  ships  "  Chatham,"  "  Sea-horse,"  and  "  Active." 
I  have  good  reason  to  remember  the  harbour  welL  It  is  small,  but  veiy 
pretty.  The  inner  part  is  encircled  by  hills  of  various  shapes  and  sizes, 
the  outer  is  formed  by  a  rocky  ridge,  with  a  fort  on  it  guarding  the 
narrow  entrance.  The  capital,  St.  Johns,  is  at  the  other  side  of  the 
island,  so  that  we  were  not  able  to  get  there  as  often  as  we  wished.  With 
little  or  no  warning  one  of  the  most  terrific  hurricanes  I  ever  encoun- 
tered came  down  upon  us,  and  before  we  could  get  our  top-masts  housed  our 
masts  went  by  the  board,  and  at  the  same  instant  breaking  from  our 
anchors  we  were  all  driven  on  shore  together.  It  was  a  case  in  which 
seamanship  was  of  no  avail,  for  before  we  could  make  any  preparations 
to  avert  the  evil  the  catastrophe  had  occurred.  The  same  blast  levelled 
with  the  ground  all  the  stores  and  houses  in  the  dockyard,  as  also  the 
Naval  Hospital  and  all  the  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings  which  it 
encountered  in  its  course.  Before  we  could  attempt  to  heave  the  ships 
off  we  were  obliged  to  clear  them  of  everything,  down  to  the  very 
kelson,  and  even  then  we  could  not  move  them  till  we  applied  the  most 
powerful  purchases  which  could  be  invented.  The  "Falcon"  had 
received  so  much  injury  that  wo  were  compelled  to  heave  her  down  to 
repair  her  before  she  was  fit  for  sea.  While  this  operation  was  going  for- 
ward I  had  the  misfortune  to  break  my  right  knee-pan,  and  for  very  long 
it  was  doubtful  whether  I  should  ever  again  have  the  free  use  of  my  leg. 
For  sixteen  weeks  I  remained  in  hospital,  but  at  length,  to  my  great 
satisfaction,  was  pronounced  fit  for  duty. 

I  was  now  no  longer  a  mere  youngster,  and  had  seen  already 
a  considerable  amount  of  service.  Early  in  1773  I  was  appointed 
acting  lieutenant  of  the  "Falcon"  by  Vice-Admiral  Parry,   who  had 
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supeiseded  Admiral  Mann,  t  now  assumed  the  lieutenant's  unifonn 
and  walked  the  deck  with  no  little  amount  of  pride,  hoping  to  be 
confirmed  in  my  lank  when  at  the  expiration  of  her  time  on  the 
station  my  ship  should  return  to  England.  The  change  from  a  mid- 
shipman's berth  to  the  gun-room  was  very  considerable,  and  as  I  shone 
away  in  what  the  Orlopians  term  white  boot-tops,  I  was  looked  upon  by 
them  with  no  little  amount  of  envy.  I  was  doomed,  however,  in  this 
respect  to  suffer  disappointment.  In  August,  1774,  the  "Falcon" 
returned  home,  the  captain,  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  another  midship- 
man, and  myself,  being  the  only  officers  on  board  who  had  left  England 
in  her — the  rest  having  died  or  changed  into  other  ships.  I  must  mention 
the  kindness  I  ever  received  from  Captain  Baines  while  I  remained  with 
him.  After  I  left  the  "Falcon"  I  eferved  in  the  "Folkstone"  cutter 
stationed  at  Bideford,  and  then  joined  the  "Wolf"  sloop  of  war. 
Captain  Hayward.  In  the  space  of  a  few  months  I  attended  the  funerals 
of  his  wife,  his  child,  and  lastly  of  himself.  On  quitting  the  "  WoK" 
I  began  what  I  may  look  upon  as  a  new  era  in  my  life,  and  it  is  there- 
fore a  fitting  period  to  commence  a  fresh  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Commencement  of  tbe  American  War  of  Independence. — ^Appointed  to  the  "Orphens*' 
frigate.— Canaes  of  the  war. — Sail  in  company  with  the  "  Chatham  "  for  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia. — Stormy  passage  in  mid- winter. — Lose  sight  of  *'  Chatham." — Lose 
masts. — The  captain  keeps  at  it. — Rig  jary-masts. — A  succession  of  gales. — Get  in 
at  last. — Our  captain  gains  great  credit. 

I  HAD  enjoyed  tbe  otium  cum  digiiitate  of  a  midshipman's  life  on  shore 
scarcely  more  than  six  weeks  when,  in  September,  1775,  the  shrill  bugle- 
blast  of  war  sounded  the  knell  of  the  piping  tunes  of  peace ;  and  I  re- 
ceiyed  the  yery  satisfactory  intelligence  that  I  was  rated  as  master's 
mate  on  board  the  "  Orpheus  "  frigate,  of  fifty-two  guns,  Captain  Hudson, 
then  fitting  for  sea  with  all  possible  despatch  at  Plymouth,  and  destined 
for  the  iN^orth  American  station.  I  had  hoped  to  haye  been  confirmed  in 
my  rank  as  a  lieutenant ;  but,  disappointed  in  this,  I  was  too  glad  under 
present  circumstances  to  get  afloat  on  any  terms. 

The  peace  which  had  now  lasted  for  nearly  ten  years  was  thus 
abruptly  terminated  by  the  outbreak  into  open  rebellion  of  the  North 
American  colonies,  which  led  on  to  their  Declaration  of  Independence. 
I  was  neyer  anything  of  a  politician,  and  I  must  confess  that  at  that 
period  of  my  existence  I  troubled  myself  yery  little  about  the  rights  of 
the  case,  though  eten  then  I  had  a  lurking  idea  that  the  colonists  were 
not  quite  the  raggamuffins  some  people  would  haye  had  us  suppose. 
They  had  no  fancy,  it  appeared,  to  pay  taxes  without  haying  a  yoice  as 
to  the  employment  of  their  money  or  interest  in  the  objects  on  which  it 
was  expended.  The  British  Goyemment  and  the  upper  classes  geiierally 
at  home  had  always  treated  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  as  if  they 
considered  them,  an  inferior  race,  and  almost  beyond  the  pale  of  civiliza- 
tion. This  conduct  had  naturally  caused  much  discontent  and  ill  feeling, 
and  made  the  colonists  more  ready  to  resent  and  oppose  any  attempt  to 
curtail  their  rights  and  privileges.  Wbat  was  called  the  Stamp  Act  met 
with  the  first  oi^nized  opposition.    The  Goyemment  offices  were  in 
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many  places  pulled  down,  while  the  Governor  of  Xew  York  and  othei 
promoters  of  the  Act  were  burnt  in  effigy.  Many  influential  colonists 
then  bound  themselves  to  make  use  of  no  articles  on  which  duties  had 
been  levied ;  while  the  people  of  Boston,  proceeding  a  step  farther,  rathez 
than  pay  the  duty  imposed  by  the  British  Government,  threw  into  the 
sea  the  cargoes  of  several  ships  sent  there  by  the  East  India  Company 
laden  with  tea.  This  proceeding  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  induced 
the  Bntish  Government  to  send  General  Gage,  with  an  army,  to  take  up 
his  quarters  there,  with  the  intention  of  coercing  them. 

The  belief  that  arbitrary  Government  was  about  to  be  established 
throughout  the  colonies  made  the  people  in  every  direction  rise  in  arms. 
A  rebel  force,  consisting  of  several  thousand  men,  began  to  collect  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  above-mentioned  city.  Petition  after  petition  and 
remonstrance  after  remonstrance  had  been  sent  over  to  England  in  vain. 
The  great  Lord  Chatham  and  the  famous  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  had  pleaded 
the  cause  of  the  patriots  with  all  the  mighty  eloquence  they  possessed ; 
but  without  altering  the  resolution  of  the  King  or  the  Government.  The 
celebrated  Dr.  Franklin,  already  well  known  in  England  and  America  as 
a  philosopher  as  well  as  a  statesman,  had  come  over  to  England  to  plead 
the  cause  of  his  countrymen,  but  had  returned  hopeless  of  effecting  his 
object  What  treatment,  after  this,  could  the  colonists  expect,^  if  they 
yielded  to  the  dictates  of  the  mother  country  ? 

The  crisis  at  length  arrived.  There  was  at  Concord,  near  Boston,  a 
large  magazine  of  military  stores.  General  Gage  sent  a  force  to  destroy 
it.  The  patriots  collected  in  considerable  numbers  to  oppose  the  British 
troops,  and  drove  them  back,  with  a  heavy  loss,  into  the  city.  This 
engagement,  though  little  more  than  a  skirmish,  was  called  the  Battle  of 
Lexington.  If  its  results  were  to  bo  taken  into  consideration,  few  battles 
have  been  of  more  importance.  Brethren  had  shed  each  other's  blood. 
Both  parties  were  exasperated  beyond  control.  The  patriots  felt  their 
power;  the  royalists  burned  to  wipe  out  the  disgrace  their  arms  had 
received.  General  Gage  now  regularly  fortified  Boston,  which  was  in  its 
turn  besieged  by  the  rebels.  The  whole  continent  was  up  in  arms. 
Another  successful  enterprise  had  been  undertaken  by  a  leader  of 
irregulars,  who  had  seized  the  Ports  of  Ticonderaga  and  Crown  Pointy 
which  gave  the  patriots  the  command  of  Lake  George  and  the  head  of 
Lake  Champlain,  always  recognized  as  the  keys  of  Canada 
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The  patriots  had  by  this  time  formed  a  regular  Goyemment.  Each 
of  the  colonies  had  sent  delegates  to  a  general  assembly  held  at  Phila- 
delphia,  to  which  the  name  of  the  .Congress  was  given.  The  Congress 
had  authorized  the  formation  of  an  army  and  had  appointed  as  Com- 
mander-in-chief a  gentleman  of  Virginia  of  good  repute,  Colonel  George 
Washington.  He  was  weU  known  as  a  bold  leader  in  frontier  warfare 
against  the  Indians,  and  had  also  seen  service  against  the  French ; 
besides  this,  he  was  a  man  of  the  highest  moral  qualities,  which  had 
gained  him  the  respect  of  his  feUow-colonists. 

The  event  which  had  induced  the  Government  to  dispatch  my  ship 
and  others  so  hurriedly  to  the  North  American  station  was  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  the  news  of  which  had  just  been  received.  The  engage- 
ment itself  would  not  have  been  of  much  consequence  had  it  not  proved 
that  the  rebels  were  resolved  to  fight  it  out  to  the  last  The  Americans, 
besieging  Boston,  had  fortified  a  height  above  the  city  called  Bunker's 
HilL  General  Gage  resolved  to  dislodge  them  and  to  endeavour  to 
raise  the  siege.  Our  troops,  after  much  hard  fighting  and  considerable 
loss,  claimed  the  victory,  having  driven  the  enemy  from  the  heights ;  but 
the  Americans  quickly  rallied,  and,  many  reinforcements  coming  up,  the 
city  was  more  closely  invested  than  ever. 

I  frequently  heard  the  subject  of  the  rebellion  discussed  by  my 
Mends  during  my  stay  at  home,  and  I  cannot  say  that  generally  their 
sympathies  were  in  favour  of  the  colonists.  A  few  took  the  view  of  the 
case  entertained  by  Lord  Chatham,  ^Ir.  Burke,  and  a  small  band  of  en- 
lightened men  in  advance  of  their  age ;  but  they  mostly  sided  with  the 
Eing  and  the  Tories,  and  considered  that  the  presumption  of  the 
colonists  must  be  put  down  with  a  high  hand.  They  little  knew  of 
what  stuflF  the  descendants  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers— the  sturdy  Puritans, 
the  dashing  Cavaliers,  the  prim  Quakers,  and  of  many  other  classes 
whom  persecution,  poverty,  or  their  crimes,  had  driven  from  Europe — 
were  made,  as  I  had  full  many  opportunities  afterwards  of  discovering. 
A  just  and  judicious  policy  which  at  once  would  have  granted  all 
the  rights  the  colonists  demanded  would  have  preserved  the  dignity  of 
the  mother  country  arid  saved  oceans  of  bloodshed ;  but  it  was  ordained 
otherwise.  The  falsehood  of  traitors  had  taught  our  too  credulous  King 
to  disbelieve  in  the  loyalty  as  well  as  the  courage  of  his  trans-Atlantic 
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subjects ;  and  his  ministers,  in  spite  of  all  the  warnings  and  the  earnest 
entreaties  of  the  colonists,  persisted  in  forcing  on  them  their  obnoxious 
measures.  I  must  again  repeat,  that  at  the  time  I  allude  to  I  did  not 
see  things  in  the  serious  light  in  which  I  have  described  them.  It 
would  never  do  if  midshipmen  were  to  turn  politicians^  still,  I  could  not 
help  hearing  what  others  said  on  the  subject,  and  I  had  plenty  of  time 
to  think  of  what  I  had  heard.  The  general  cry  was — "  Crush  the  audacious 
rascals !  Put  down  the  traitorous  villains  with  a  strong  hand  t  What, 
venture  to  disobey  the  authority  of  their  lawful  master  and  sovereign, 
King  Greorge  1  They  wiU  soon  learn  reason  at  the  point  of  the  sword !" 
Such  were  the  sentiments  shaxed  by  most  on  board,  as  well  as  through- 
out t^e  army  and  fleet. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  outbreak  of  war,  I  had  proposed  volunteering 
to  saU  with  Captain  Cook,  who  had  just  then  returned  from  his  famous 
voyage  in  the  '^  Besolution "  with  Captain  Fumeauz,  who  commanded 
the  ''Adventure;"  and  it  was  reported  that  he  was  about  to  start  on 
another  and  still  more  important  expedition,  which  he  actually  did  on 
the  following  year. 

During  my  stay  on  shore  I  had  gone  over  to  see  my  sister  Mary  and 
my  brother-in-law.  Jack  Hayfield.  Jack  was  the  same  good-natured, 
thoughtless  creature  as  before,  and  Jiad  done  as  little  to  better  himself  as 
he  had  to  improve  me.  I  made  inquiries  for  Tommy  Eockets,  whom  I 
found  was  still  at  home,  so  I  set  out  to  see  him  and  his  mother,  not 
forgetting  what  I  knew  would  prove  a  welcome  present  to  the  poor 
woman.  I  found  her  looking  more  careworn  and  poverty-stricken  than 
ever.  She  did  not  know  me  when  I  entered  her  cottage,  for  I  was  much 
grown  and  thoroughly  sun-burnt. 

"  Well,  dame,"  said  I,  "  how  goes  the  world  with  youl "  She  looked 
at  me  hard,  surpnsed  that  a  stranger  should  make  such  an  inquiry;  then, 
suddenly  recognizing  me,  she  sprang  up,  and  in  her  joy  was  about,  I  be- 
lieve, to  kiss  me  as  she  would  have  done  Tommy,'  when,  recollecting  herself, 
she  took  my  hand,  which  I  put  out,  and  pressed  it  warmly.  After  I  had 
told  her  somewhat  of  my  adventures  I  asked  her  whether  she  would 
allow  Tommy  to  accompany  me  the  next  time  I  went  to  sea.  The  poor 
woman  turned  pale  at  the  question,  but  at  last  gasped  out, — 

"  If  the  lad  wishes  it,  if  it's  for  his  good,  I  dare  not  say  him  nay — but, 


Digitized  by 


Uoogle 


BUBRIOANS  HURBT.  ID 

oh,  Master  Humcane,  youll  look  after  him — yonll  befriend  him — ^youll 
pTotecihim — he's  my  only  child,  and  he's  very  simple  and  ignorant  of  the 
-world's  ways  I "  I  promised  her  that  I  would  do  my  best  for  him,  though 
I  warned  her  he  must  trust  to  his  own  good  conduct ;  and  soon  after 
Tommy  came  in.   .  I  saw  at  a  ^^ance  that  he  had  the  stuff  in  him  to  make 
a  sailor.     He  had  grown  into  a  stout^  broad-shouldered  lad,  though  still 
lather  short,  with  fists  big  enough  to  feU  an  ox,  a  round,  bullet  head 
covered  with  curly  hair,  and  a  thoroughly  honest,  good-natured  coun- 
tenance, not  wanting  in  intelligence,  though  a  snubby  nose,  small  eyes, 
and  ihickiah  lips  formed  his  features.     He  had  a  strong  struggle  in  his 
bosom,  I  saw,  before  he  ^ould  make  up  his  mind  to  tell  his  mother  that 
he  would  accept  my  offer  j  but  he  could  do  little  for  their  mutual  support 
while  he  remained  on  shore,  and  I  left  him  attempting  to  comfort  her  by 
telling  her  of  the  wealth  with  which  he  would  ere  long  return  to  her. 
As  soon  as  I  got  my  appointment  I  sent  directions  to  Tom  to  join  me 
'  at  Plymouth,  with  a  small  sum  to  fit  him  out,  being  yery  certain  that  he 
would  at  6nce  be  taken  on  boaid.     I  had  a  wide  round  of  ^irewell  visits 
to  pay  to  numerous  friends  who  had  been  kind  to  me  during  my  stay 
on  shore.     They  all  wished  me  plenty  of  prize-money  and  rapid  pro- 
motion, but  I  cannot  say  that  I  had  much  expectation  of  getting  either.  I 
was  much  concerned  at  this  time  at  observing  the  state  of  my  Other's  spirits. 
His  worldly  affairs  were,  I  suspected,  not  flourishing,  though,  as  he  did  not 
speak  to  me  about  them,I  could  not  venture  to  make  any  inquiries  of  him 
on  the  subject.    I  could  only  cherish  the  hope  that  if  I  did  realize  a  sailor's 
dream  and  make  any  prize-money  I  might  be  able  to  render  him  some 
assistance.     My  poor  mother's  health  also  was  failing  weakened,  as 
it  long  ago  had  been,  by  cares  and  responsibilities  of  her  numerous 
family.    With  a  heart  therefore  more  full  of  misgivings  than  usual,  I 
bade  them  and  those  of  my  brothers  and  sisters  who  remained  at  home 
farewell,  and,  with  a  chest  rather  more  amply  supplied  with  necessaries 
than  when  I  first  went  to  sea,  I  set  off  for  my  ship  then  lying  at  Hamoze, 
and  joined  her  on  the  16th  of  October,  1775.     I  was,  as  I  fully  expected, 
successful  in  getting  Tommy  Bockets  rated  as  a  landsman  on  board,  and 
though,  poor  fellow,  he  at  first  looked  very  much  like  a  fish  out  of  water, 
and  a  very  odd  fish  too,  I  saw  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  he  would 
be  perfectly  at  home  on  his  new  element. 
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As  soon  as  he  had  been  entered  and  had  become  one  of  the  ship's 
company  I  told  him  to  go  aloft,  to  give  him  some  experience  before  we 
got  to  sea.  "  What,  to  the  top  of  them  big  sticks  that  grow  out  of  the 
ship  ?  They  be  plaguey  high,  Master  Hurricane ! "  said  he,  looking  up 
doubtingly,  at  the  same  time  preparing  to  swarm  up  by  the  foremast 
it8el£  When  he  found  that  he  might  go  up  by  the  shrouds  he  seemed 
to  think  it  a  very  easy  matter,  and'  before  many  days  were  over  he 
could  go  aloft  as  quickly  as  any  lad  in  the  ship.  I  got  an  old  seaman,  Nol 
Grampus,  who  had  sailed  with  me  in  two  ships  before,  to  look  after  him 
and  to  put  him  up  to  his  duty,  which,  to  do  him  justice,  he  was  very 
anxious  to  learn.  A  little  help  of  this  sort  to  a  lad  when  he  first  goes 
to  sea  is  of  great  service  to  him  in  many  ways ;  it  gives  him  encourage- 
ment, it  saves  him  from  many  a  cuff  and  harsh  word,  and  makes  a 
seaman  of  him  much  sooner  than  he  would  otherwise  become.  On  the 
16th  of  the  month  we  went  into  the  Sound,  where  the  remainder  of  the 
officers  joined.  By  frequently  sending  press-gangs  on  shore  we  got 
together  our  ship's  company,  but  we  had  yet  to  learn  the  stuff  they  were 
made  of.  I  was  truly  glad  to  find  two  or  three  old  shipmates  on  board. 
One  of  them  was  Gerrard  Delisle,  my  greatest  friend.  We  had  gone 
afloat  at  the  same  time  and  were  exactly  the  same  age  and  standing, 
though,  I  must  confess,  he  was  vastly  my  superior  in  education  and 
ability.  He  had  all  the  gallantry  and  impetuosity  of  an  Irishman,  with 
a  warm  heart  fall  of  generous  feelings,  and  at  the  same  time  the  polish  of 
a  man  of  the  world,  not  always  to  be  obtained  in  a  cock-pit.  Another 
friend  of  mine  was  Noel  Kennedy,  also  a  master's  mate.  He  was  a 
Scotchman  of  good  family,  of  which  he  was  not  a  little  proud.  His 
pride  in  this  respect  was  an  amiable  failing,  if  failing  it  was,  for  his  great 
anxiety  was  to  shed  honour  on  his  name.  Among  my  other  messmates 
were  John  Harris  Nicholas,  Richard  Bagget,  John  Drew.  A  great  pet 
of  ours  was  little  Harry  Sumner — one  of  the  smallest  midshipmen  who 
ever  came  to  sea.  Left  an  orphan,  without  a  connexion  bound  to  him  by 
the  ties  of  blood,  the  poor  child  had  been  sent  afloat  by  his  guardians 
as  the  simplest  mode  they  could  devise  of  disposing  of  him.  The  event 
was  haj^py  for  him,  for  he  soon  found  many  more  Mends  on  board  than 
ho  ever  would  on  shore,  and  in  a  short  time  there  was  not  a  man  of  the 
ship's  company  whor  woiQd  not  have  risked  his  life  to  shield  him  from 
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injuiy.  Ab  I  sliall  have  to  mention  the  officers  and  my  other  messmates 
in  the  course  of  my  narrative  I  need  not  here  describe  them. 

On  the  30th,  the  moment  we  had  cast  off  the  lighters  from  alongside, 
we  sailed  for  I^orth  America  in  company  with  the  "  Chatham,"  bearing 
the  flag  of  Bear- Admiral  Shouldham,  who  was  going  out  to  take  the  chief 
command  on  that  station.  The  wind  continuing  fair  and  the  weather 
fine,  we,  on  the  following  day,  lost  sight  of  the  English  shore,  which 
many  on  board  were  destined  never  to  see  again — none  of  us,  until 
months  and  months  had  passed  by. 

Things  had  begun  to  shake  a  little  into  their  places  and  the  officers 
and  ship's  company  to  know  something  of  each  other  by  the  time  that  we 
had  got  about  three  hundred  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Scilly.  Instead, 
however,  of  keeping  to  the  southward,  where  we  might  have  found  a 
continuance  of  fine  weather^  our  captain,  in  his  anxiety  quickly  to  reach 
the  scene  of  action,  notwithstanding  the  advanced  season  of  the  year, 
ordered  a  northerly  course  to  be  steered.  The  consequence  was  that  we 
had  soon  work  to  try  the  mettle  of  all  hands.  By  noon  on  the  6th  of 
November  we  fell  in  with  a  gale  of  wind  which  would  as  effectually  have 
blown  up  the  Houses  of  Parliament  as  would  Guido  Faulks  and  his 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  if  it  could  have  got  under  them.  Sail  was 
shortened  and  all  was  made  snug  aloft  in  time,  but  below  many  an  article 
took  a  voyage  which  terminated  in  total  shipwreck  to  itself  or  neighbours. 

"  Here  comes  a  combing  sea  in  a  vengeance ! ''  exclaimed  Delisle, 
seizing  hold  of  little  Harry  to  save  him  from  being  by  chance  washed 
away.  We  were  standing  aft  on  the  quarter-deck.  On  came  the  watery 
mountain  with  its  curling  crest  of  snowy  foam,  and,  striking  the  ship 
with  terrific  force  and  with  a  noise  like  thunder,  broke  over  the  starboard 
chesstree,  deluging  the  decks  forward  and  carrying  away  a  fine  cutter  off 
the  larboarc}  skidds,  with  some  of  the  rails  and  carlings  of  the«head. 

'*  Where  are  we  going  to,  Mr.  Delisle  ? "  exclaimed  little  Harry,  as  he 
clung  to  his  arm  with  a  look  of  very  natural  terror  in  his  countenance. 

''  To  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  I  hope,"  answered  Gerraid,  laughing. 
"  Where  else  should  you  think  1 " 

"  I  thought  we  might  be  going  to  the  bottom,"  answei'ed  the  poor  boy 
with  perfect  simplicity;  "but  I'm  not  afraid,  you  know." 

"No  reason  why  you  should  be,  Harry,"  answered  Delisle.     "The 
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old  Barldo  will  have  to  swim  througli  many  a  worse  sea  than  this,  let  me 
tell  yon— so  remember,  my  boy,  yon  are  never  in  fntnre  to  begin  to  be 
afraid  till  yon  see  the  rest  of  ns  tnm  pale." 

little  Harry  promised  obedience,  and  he  had  before  long  ample 
opportunities  of  proving  his  nerves.  The  seamen,  as  they  harried  about 
the  decks,  shook  the  water  in  showers,  like  Newfoundland  dogs  &om  their 
shaggy  coats;  and  in  a  short  time  we  had  things  put  as  much  to  rights  as 
circumstances  would  allow. 

The  gale  continued  all  night,  but  ceased  on  the  following  evening 
without  having  committed  further  damage,  and  ^m  that  time  till  the 
morning  of  the  tenth  we  had  tolerably  fine  weather.  It  then  fell  a 
stark  calm,  but  there  was  an  ominous  cold-grey  silky  look  in  the  sky 
which  I  did  not  like.  The  captain  was  constantly  on  deck,  anxiously 
scanning  the  horizon,  and  Jonathan  Flood,  our  old  master,  kept  his 
weather-eye  open,  as  if  apprehensive  of  eviL 

"Vary  fine  weather  this,  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  Andrew  Macullan,  our 
surgeon's  mate,  who  had  come  to  sea  for  the  first  time.  "  Just  a  wee  bit 
more  wind  to  waft  us  on  our  way  to  tbie  scene  of  action,  and  we  may 
well  be  content." 

"  Wait  a  bit,  doctor,  and  we  shall  have  wind  enough  and  to  spare," 
replied  I. 

It  was  not  long  before  my  words  were  verified — ^though  just  after  that 
the  appearance  of  coming  bad  weather  wore  o£f,  and  even  the  captain 
and  master  seemed  to  think  that  a  moderate  breeze  was  all  we  had  to 
look  for.  We  were  lying  with  our  topsails  on  the  caps  and  courses 
hauled  up,  when,  without  a  moment's  warning,  a  gust  of  wind  with  the 
force  of  a  hurricane  laid  the  ship  on  her  beam  ends. 

"  Up  with  the  helm  1"  shouted  the  captain,  who  had  that  instant  come 
on  deck.    "  Brace  round  the  foreyards — ^trice  up — ^brail  up  the  after  sails !" 

The  helm  was  put  up,  but  before  the  canvas  could  be  handed,  with 
claps  like  thunder,  the  maintop-mast-stay-sail  and  jib  were  blown  from 
the  bolt-ropes,  the  topsails  and  courses  were  flying  in  shreds  from  the 
yards,  the  topsail  sheets,  clew-lines  and  bunt-lines  were  carried  away, 
as  were  also  the  main-clew  garnets,  bunt-lines  and  leech-lines,  while  a 
more  tremendous  sea  than  I  had  ever  before  beheld  got  up  as  if  by 
magic. 
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The  Bldp,  however,  happily  answered  her  helm  and  flew  hefore  the 
gale,  which  at  the  same  time  kept  freshening  and  shifting  round  to  every 
point  of  the  compass. 

All  we  could  now  do  was  to  scud,  and  that  every  instant,  as  the  wind 
and  sea  increased,  became  more  and  more  dangerous.  To  bring  her  to 
under  present  circumstances  was  impossible — indeed,  deprived  of  all 
means  of  handing  the  sails,  we  were  helpless;  and  by  this  time  every  one 
of  them  was  flying  aloft  in  tattered  streamers,  adding  not  a  little  to  the 
impetuous  rate  at  which  the  gale  drove  us  onward. 

The  seas,  each  apparently  overtopping  the  other,  kept  following  up 
astern,  and  before  long  one  broke  aboard  us,  deluging  the  decks  and 
sweeping  everything  before  It. 

"  Hold  on  !  hold  on  for  your  lives,  my  men!"  shouted  the  captain  as  ho 
saw  it  coming. 

Few  needed  the  warning.  When  for  a  short  time  all  was  again  dear 
we  looked  round  anxiously  to  ascertain  that  none  of  our  shipmates  had 
been  carried  overboard.  By  next  to  a  miracle  aU  were  safe.  The 
carpenter  and  his  crew  were  called  aft  to  secure  the  stem  ports  and  to 
barricade  the  poop  with  all  the  planks  and  shores  they  could  employ,  but 
to  little  purpose.  The  huge  dark-grei^n  seas,  like  vast  mountains  up- 
heaved from  their  base  by  some  Titan's  power,  came  following  up  after 
us,  roaring  and  hissing  and  curling  over  as  if  in  eager  haste  to  overwhelm 
us,  their  crests  one  mass  of  boiling  foam.  As  I  stood  aft  I  could  not 
help  admiring  the  bold  sweep  of  the  curve  they  made  from  our  rudder- 
post  upwards,  as  high  it  seemed  as  our  mizcn-top,  the  whole  a  bank  of 
solid  water,  with  weight  and  force  enough  in  it  to  send  to  the  bottom  the 
stoutest  line-of-battle-ship  in  the  Navy.  The  taste  we  got  occasionally 
of  their  crests,  as  they  now  and  then  caught  us  up,  was  quite  enough  to 
make  me  pray  that  we  might  not  have  the  full  flavour  of  their  whole 
body. 

No  one  on  board  had  thought  all  this  time  of  the  "Chatham,"and  when 
at  length  we  did  look  out  for  her  she  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  "It  was 
too  probable  that  she  was  in  aa  bad  a  plight  as  ourselves,  so  that  neither 
of  us  could  have  rendered  theother  assistance.  Hour  after  hour  passed 
without  any  improvement  in  the  weather.  Every  instant  we  expected 
something  worse  to  befall  us.     To  remain  below  was  out  of  the  question, 
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as  at  any  moment  we  might  be  wanted.  To  keep  the  deck  was  scaicolj 
possible,  without  the  risk  of  being  frozen  to  death  or  carried  overboard. 
Matters  were  bad  enough  in  the  day-time,  but  when  darkness  came  on 
and  we  went  plunging  away  amid  showers  of  snow  and  sleet  and  bitter 
frost,  with  the  cold  north-west  wind  howling  after  us,  I  thought  of  what 
the  friends  of  some  of  our  delicately-nurtured  young  gentlemen  would 
say  if  they  could  see  us,  and,  for  my  own  part,  often  wished  myself  by 
the  quiet  flieside  of  the  humblest  cottage  in  old  England.  We  did  our 
best  to  look  after  little  Harry  Sumner,  and  got  him  stowed  away  care- 
fully in  his  hammock,  where  we  told  him  to  lie  still  till  he  was  wanted. 
There  was  no  object  in  allowing  him  to  remain  on  deck,  where  he  could 
not  be  of  use  and  was  very  likely  to  get  injured. 

"  I'll  do  as  you  tell  me,  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  he.  "  But  I'm  not  afraid  of 
the  sea  or  the  wind — ^if  it  were  not  for  the  bitter,  bitter  cold  I  would  rather 
be  on  deck,  I  would  indeed." 

"  You're  a  brave  little  fellow,  Harry,  but  we  must  take  care  of  you  for 
some  nobler  work,  and  then  I've  no  doubt  you'll  give  a  good  account  of 
yourself,"  said  I.     "  So  now  go  to  sleep  and  try  and  get  warm." 

Of  my  own  immediate  follower  and  prot^6,  Tom  Rockets,  I  have  said 
nothing  since  we  came  to  sea.  By  the  courage  and  activity  he  displayed 
on  the  present  occasion  he  showed  that  he  was  made  of  the  right  stuff  to 
form  a  first-rate  seaman,  and  I  had  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  him. 

The  whole  of  that  long,  weary  night  did  we  run  on,  the  gale  rather 
increasing  than  falling,  and  when  daylight  broke  over  the  waste  of 
tumultuous  waters  the  prospect  seemed  as  unpromising  as  ever.  Nothing 
could  be  done  to  get  in  any  of  our  tattered  canvas.  The  ship  remained 
tight,  and  that  was  our  chief  comfort  At  length,  on  the  evening  of  the 
11th,  the  wind  began  to  drop  a  little.  Every  one  was  on  deck  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  which  might  occur  for  getting  the 
ship  into  a  better  condition.  Suddenly  the  wind  shifted  round  to  the 
north-east  and  dropped  considerably.  The  hands  were  called  aft.  A  fore- 
stay-sail  was  set  on  the  mizen-mast — the  helm  was  put  down  and  the 
ship  brought-to  under  it  The  most  necessary  part  of  the  rigging 
being  also  replaced,  the  ship's  company  was  divided  into  four  watches, 
and  all  but  the  watch  on  deck  were  sent  below  to  sleep.  Never  did 
weary  seamen  turn  in  with  a  greater  good- will,  or  more  require  rest 
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All  hands  had  ample  occupation  the  next  day  in  unbending  the  remnants 
of  onr  tatteied  canvas  from  the  yards  and  in  replacing  it  with  a  now 
suit  of  sails  fore  and  aft,  in  reeving  new  running  rigging,  and  in  repair- 
ing the  stem  frame.  All  this  was  done  with  a  tolerably  fresh  breeze 
blowing  and  a  pretty  heavy  sea  running,  though  moderate  in  comparison 
to  what  we  had  had  and  to  what  we  were  to  encounter.  This  sort  of 
weather  continued  till  the  15ih,  during  which  interval  we  contrived 
to  get  things  a  little  to  rights.  Gale  number  three  now  sprung  up,  and 
during  the  whole  of  it  we  lay  under  a  balanced  mizen.  We  did  not  escape, 
however,  without  damage,  losing  the  bumkins  and  the  remaining  part  of 
the  carlings  and  rails  of  the  head,  and  a  part  of  the  starboard  quarter- 
gallery.  The  wind  lulled  again  in  the  evening  and  continued  moderate  till 
the  19th,  when  it  breezed  up  once  more  for  the  fourth  time,  and  by  the 
21st  we  were  in  the  centre  of  a  perfect  hurricane.  Still  nothing 
would  induce  our  captain  to  run  back  or  to  endeavour  to  make  his  way 
across  the  Atlantic  in  a  more  southerly  latitude.  He.  had  made  up  his 
mind  that  this  northerly  route  was  the  right  one  to  take,  and  he  was  not  a 
man  to  be  diverted  from  his  purpose.  The  gale  had  been  blowing  for  some 
hours,  when  at  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  watch,  the  night  being 
dark  as  Erebus,  the  ship  pitching  heavily  into  the  seas  and  straining 
terrifically,  Delisle  and  I  were  on  deck  together,  endeavouring  to  pierce 
with  our  eyes  the  thick  obscurity  into  which  we  were  driving.  It  was 
not  much  of  a  time  for  moralizing,  considering  the  showers  of  snow  which 
ever  and  anon  beat  into  our  faces,  the  sheets  of  spray  which  came  aboard 
and  froze  as  it  fell  over  us,  and  the  biting  wind  which  blew  down  our 
throats. 

"  No  unapt  picture  this,  of  the  life  of  many  of  us,  Hurry,"  said  my 
companion.  "Here  have  we  been  knocking  about  for  some  weeks 
very  much  the  worse  for  wear — no  nearer  our  voyage's  end,  and  utterly 
unable  to  say  whither  we  are  driving.  I  doubt  much  that  we  have  seen 
the  worst  yet"  Scarcely  had  he  spoken  when  a  gust  stronger  than  ever 
struck  the  ship.  We  felt  her  quiver  and  shake  all  over,  and  at  the  same 
instant  there  was  a  terrific  crash  forward.  I  hurried  to  see  what  had 
occurred.  The  foremast  had  been  carried  away  about  twenty  feet  above 
the  fore-castle,  and  lay  over  the  lee  fore-chains.  The  captain  was  on  deck 
in  a  moment,  and  all  hands  were  called  to  clear  the  wreck.     In  doing  this 
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the  main-top-masi-stay  was  cut,  and  thereby  the  maan-top-iuast  was  carried 
away,  severely  wounding  in  its  fall  nine  men.  The  poor  fellows  were  borne 
below  and  placed  under  the  surgeon's  care.  The  morning  came  and  showed 
us  our  sad'condition ;  but  the  gale  had  not  yet  sufficiently  shorn  us  of  our 
pride  or  tried  to  the  full  our  captain's  perseverance,  for  soon  after  daybreak 
another  gust  struck  us.  I  looked  up  to  see  what  was  next  to  happen. 
Before  me  stood  our  stout  main-mast.  Then,  as  if  wrenched  by  a  giant's 
grasp,  the  shrouds  and  stays  were  torn  away,  and  with  a  loud  crash  down 
it  came  by  the  board,  crushing  the  booms,  gallows,  bits,  gangway-rails,  and 
the  fore  part  of  the  quarter-deck,  and  staving  in  the  long-boat  and  a  laige 
cutter  so  as  to  destroy  them  completely.  The  daylight  enabled  those  on 
deck  to  stand  from  under  in  time  to  escape  injury;  but  it  was  a  work  of 
time,  danger,  and  difficulty  to  clear  the  ship  of  the  wreck,  for  while  we 
were  engaged  in  it  the  sea  was  constantly  breaking  over  us  fore  and  aft,' 
threatening  every  instant  to  engulph  the  ship.  At  the  same  time  we  were 
in  momentary  expectation  of  seeing  the  mizen-mast  share  the  fate  of  the 
other  masts.  At  length,  having  cleared  the  wreck,  we  hoisted  a  fore-top- 
gallant-sail to  the  stump  of  the  foremast,  which  we  stayed  up  as  well 
as  we  could,  and  were  thereby  able  to  keep  the  ship  once  more  before 
the  wind,  though  even  then  the  heavy  seas  which  followed  us  threatened 
every  moment  to  break  aboard.  We  were  truly  in  a  forlorn  condition— 
with  our  fore  and  main  masts  gone,  two  suits  of  sails  carried  away  with 
the  exception  of  the  sails  on  the  mizen-mast,  the  remainder  required  for 
jury-sails  whenever  the  weather  would  allow  us  to  erect  jury-masts — ' 
with  numbers  of  the  crew  falling  sick  from  exposure  and  excessive 
f&tigue,  and  with  a  ship  strained  and  battered  in  every  direction.  At 
length,  the  wind  getting  round  to  the  westward,  with  unequivocal  reluc- 
tance Captain  Hudson  resolved  to  bear  up,  to  the  very  great  satisfaction 
of  everybody  else  on  board.  We  were  then  four  hundred  and  sixty 
leagues  from  the  Lizard.  For  several  days  more  the  gale  continued,  and 
we  were  all  in  expectation  of  shortiy  reaching  England  and  getting  a 
thorough  refit,  when  the  weather  suddenly  became  more  moderate  than 
heretofore.  The  opportunity  was  immediately  taken  of  erecting  jury- 
masts,  and  all  hands  were  employed  on  this  important  work.  To  do  this 
we  had  to  use  all  the  studden-sail-booms  and  spare  spars  on  board.  When 
completed  and  set  up,  they  were  pronounced  to  be  equal  if  not  superior 
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to  any  ever  before  tincLer  similar  circumstances  fitted  at  sea.  The  captain 
looked  at  them  ^ith  no  little  satisfisu^tion,  and  complimenting  the  ship's 
company  on  what  had  beexi  done,  caUed  the  officers  aft,  and  informed 
them  that  he  was  resolved  to  attempt  once  more  to  reach  the  coast  of 
America.  Had  there  been  a  war  with  France,  we  should  have  been  eager  - 
to  get  to  our  station,  but  as  we  expected  to  have  little  enough  to  do  in 
putting  down  the  American  rebellion,  I  cannot  say  that  our  captain's 
announcement  was  received  with  any  great  satisfaction.  For  several  days 
we  made  tolerably  fair  progress,  but  on  the  2nd  of  December  a  gale 
of  wind  sprang  up,  and  carried  away  our  jury-main-top-mast  and  top- 
sail-yaid,  and  split  the  sail  from  clew  to  earing.  During  the  whole  of 
this  month  the  weather  continued  as  boisterous  as  at  the  commencement. 
Disaster  followed  disaster  in  quick  succession.  Among  others,  we  lost 
four  top-masts,  six  top-sail-yards,  one  main-sail  and  one  fore-sail,  two 
main-top-sails  and  one  fore-top-sail,  besides  which  the  cover  of  the  arm- 
chest  &11  out  of  the  mizen-top,  and,  striking  the  gunner,  knocked  out  four 
of  his  teeth,  broke  his  shoulder  in  two  places,  and  cut  his  right  eye  in  the 
most  shocking  manner.  He  was  carried  below  in  great  agony,  and  his  life 
was  despaired  of.  I  need  not  mention  any  more  of  ^e  accidents  we 
encountered.  It  may  be  supposed  that  by  this  time  we  were  in  a  tolerably 
forlorn  condition,  with  nearly  every  yard  of  our  spare  canvas  expended, 
and  with  scarcely  a  spar  remaining  to  replace  our  juiy*maste,  should  they 
be  carried  away.  Unpleasant,  however,  as  was  our  position,  I  must  say 
that  we  respected  our  captain  for  his  perseverance,  though  it  had  become 
the  pretty  generally  received  opinion  on  board,  both  fore  and  aft,  that  we 
were  destined  never  to  reach  our  station.  All  sorts  of  stories  were  going 
the  round  of  the  decks.  An  old  woman  near  Plymouth,  Mother  Adder- 
fang  she  was  called,  had  been  heard  to  declare,  two  nights  before  the  ship 
went  out  of  harbour,  that  not  a  stick  of  the  "  Oipheus"  would  ever  boil 
a  kettle  on  English  ground.  Another  was  said  to  have  cursed  the  ship 
and  all  on  board.  Then  we  had  a  fine  variety  of  "  Flying  Dutchman's" 
tales,  till  the  men  began  to  look  upon  the  captain  as  a  sort  of  Yander^ 
decken  himself,  and  to  fancy,  I  verily  believe,  that  we  were  destined 
ourselves  to  box  about  till  the  day  of  judgment.  I^ow  of  course  a  man 
of  calm  sens&  should  be  uninfluenced  by  these  sort  of  tales — ^we  should 
be  well  assured  that  God  only  knows  the  future,  and  that  words  of  anger. 
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uttered  by  a  -wicked,  ignorant  old  voman,  cannot  possibly  alter  His  deter- 
mination ;  still,  when  a  man  is  worn  out  with  fatigue,  hardship  and 
hunger,  when  the  gale  howls  fiercely,  and  the  raging  seas  appear  every 
instant  ready  to  engulph  the  ship,  he  cannot  help  thinking  of  the  words 
he  has  heard  and  the  stories  which  have  been  told  him,  and  looking 
forward  with  sad  forebodings  to  the  future. 

•  In  spite,  however,  of  the  raging  storm,  the  battered  condition  of  the 
ship,  and  the  predictions  of  disaster,  we  jolly  Orlopians  resolved  not  to 
be  baffled  in  keeping  our  Christmas  dinner  in  the  accustomed  manner  as 
far  as  circumstances  would  allow.  Our  means  for  so  doing  were  certainly 
not  very  extensive,  either  with  regard  to  our  condiments  or  the  utensils 
for  serving  them  in.  The  greater  part  of  our  crockeiy  had  been  broken 
in  the  previous  gales,  and  all  our  luxuries  had  long  been  consumed.  We 
managed,  however,  to  exhibit  a  dish  of  boiled  beef  at  one  end  of  the 
table,  and  one  of  boiled  pork  at  the  other,  and  a  tureen  of  peas-soup  and 
a  peas-pudding ;  while  our  second  course  was  a  plum-pudding  of  huge 
dimensions,  and  solid  as  a  round  shot — ^the  whole  washed  down  with  a 
bowl  of  punch.  Our  seats  were  secured  to  the  deck,  and  the  dishes  were 
lashed  to  the  table,  while  it  required  no  small  amount  of  ingenuity  and 
rapidity  to  convey  each,  mouthful  from  our  plates  to  our  mouths.  Never 
did  the  good  ship  tumble  and  roll  about  more  violently  than  she  did  on 
that  25th  of  December,  while  we  young  gentlemen  were  drinking  "  sweet- 
hearts and  wives,"  and  other  appropriate  toasts.  Let  my  readers  picture 
us  to  themselves,  if  they  can,  as  we  sat,  each  member  of  the  mess 
holding  on  like  grim  death  to  either  a  dish,  or  bowl,  or  can,  or  mug, 
endeavouring,  often  in  vain,  to  keep  the  contents  from  spilling,  and  then 
to  carry  a  portion  of  them  to  his  mouth,  our  voices  now  clattering 
away  together,  now  one  of  us  breaking  forth  into  a  song,  and  joined 
in  chorus  by  the  rest,  the  ship  rolling  and  pitching,  the  bulkheads 
creaking  and  groaning,  and  the  wind  howling  overhead.  The  contrast 
between  the  picture  we  presented  and  the  dining-room  of  a  comfortable, 
well-lighted  country-house  in  England  on  the  same  day  was  not  smaU. 

Our  condition  was  not  improved  when  at  length  the  year  1776  com- 
menced. We  had  expended  all  our  sails  with  the  exception  of  those 
actually  bent  to  the  yards ;  of  spars  wo  had  scarcely  one  remainijig.  In 
consequence  also  of  the  great  expenditure  of  provisions  and  stores,  the 
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ship  had  become  fio  light  that  she  rolled  excessively  and  with  so  quick 
and  rapid  a  motion  that  some  of  the  guns  in  the  galley,  drawing  their 
ring-bolts  from  the  side,  broke  loose,  and  before  they  could  be  secured 
committed  much  damage.  Added  to  aU  this  it  was  announced  that 
our  supply  of  water  was  very  short,  and  we  were  put  on  an  allowance  of 
a  pint  for  each  person.  On  these  occasions  the  captain  and  the  smallest 
boy  share  alike.  If  any  of  us  breakfasted  or  dined  in  the  gun-room  or 
cabin,  we  carried  with  us  our  allowance  of  water  to  help  make  the  tea. 
We  were  still  fully  four  hundred  leagues  from  the  coast^  and  to  all 
appearances  as  little  likely  to  make  it  as  we  had  been  a  month  back. 
The  officers  were  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  we  should  bear  up  for 
the  West  Indies,  but  Captain  Hudson  still  resolved  to  persevere  and  to 
endeavour  to  gain  our  intended  port.  Though  I,  like  the  rest,  was 
heartily  sick  of  the  life  we  had  been  enduring,  and  longed  as  much  as 
anybody  to  get  into  port,  I  could  not  help  admiring  the  perseverance  and 
determination  of  our  captain.  Grave  and  anxious  as  he  could  not  help 
appearing  at  times,  he  did  his  utmost  generally  to  asstmie  a  cheerful 
countenance,  and  by  words  of  encouragement  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of 
the  men.  As,  however,  one  after  the  other  the  people  fell  sick,  and 
disaster  upon  disaster  overtook  us,  I  more  than  once,  when  I  went  into 
the  cabin,  found  him  sitting  pale  and  silent  at  the  table,  with  his  head 
resting  on  his  hand,  evidently  meditating  on  the  responsibilities  of  his 
position. 

Meantime  the  men  forward  were  grumbling  and  evincing  no  alight 
mutinous  disposition.  "Here,  old  ship,  de  ye  see,  have  we  been 
boxing  about  for  the  best  parts  of  two  months,  and  for  what  we  knows 
to  the  contrary,  farther  off  from  our  port  than  ever  we  were,"  I  heard 
one  of  the  quartermasters,  Jos  Lizard,  observing  to  a  messmate,  another 
old  salt  of  the  same  kidney.  Old  Jos,  as  he  was  called,  was  somewhat 
of  a  sea  lawyer  in  his  way,  though  not  the  less  superstitious  on  that 
account. 

"Well  what's  to  be  done,  mateT  asked  his  chum,  Ben  Goff. 

"  Done  1 "  exclaimed  old  Jos ;  "  why,  I  axes,  are  we  to  go  knocking 
our  heads  against  Providence,  so  to  speak,  till  we've  no  water  and  no 
grub,  and  then  to  rot  away,  as  Tve  heard  of  a. ship's  company  doing,  and 
no  one  left  to  tell  about  it?'' 
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"  No,  old  salt,  I  wouldn't  for  one  "wish  to  do  that  aame ;  hut  how's  it 
to  he  helped)"  asked  Goff. 

**  Helped  1"  said  lizard,  with  a  look  of  scorn,  "  helped !  why,  let's  go 
aft  to  the  captain,  and  tell  him  out  mind.  Either  we  hears  up  for  a 
port,  or  let  the  ship  sink  at  once ;  it's  only  what  we  must  come  to  at 
last  Well  get  the  mm  casks  on  deck,  and  have  a  regular  jollification 
of  it  first.  Then  no  matter  what  turns  up,  we  sha'n't  know. much 
ahout  it." 

I  well  knew  the  horrihle  folly  seamen  are  capahle  o^  so  I  thought  it 
hest  to  put  a  stopper  at  once  on  the  precious  notion  old  Jos  had  got  into 
his  head.  I  therefore  presented  myself  suddenly  hefore  the  two  men. 
"  You're  a  couple  of  donkeys,  to  talk  such  nonsense  as  you've  just  heen 
doing!"  I  exclaimed,  in  a  contemptuous  tone.  ''Do  you  think  two 
ignorant  old  fellows  like  you  know  hotter  than  the  captain  what  ought 
to  he  done?  Let  me  hear  no  more  ahout  it.  I  am  not  going  to  report 
what  I  oyerheard,  and  if  you  catch  any  of  the  other  men  talking  the 
same  sort  of  stuff,  just  let  them  know  what  fools  they  are."  I  felt  that 
it  would  not  do  to  reason  with  the  men,  hut  that  I  should  have  a  hetter 
chance  of  putting  them  off  this  notion  hy  making  them  feel  ashamed  of 
themselves,  and  this  I  think  I  succeeded  in  doing.  I  cannot  say,  how- 
ever, that  I  felt  very  sanguine  as  to  the  termination  of  the  voyage. 

What  the  temper  of  the  crew  might  at  length  have  led  to,  I  don't 
know,  hut  at  last  we  got  a  slant  of  fair  wind  and  moderate  weather, 
and  it  was  announced  that  we  were  within  twelve  leagues  of  Cape 
Samhro,  near  the  entrance  of  the  haxhour  of  Halifax.  As  may  he  sup- 
posed, there  was  great  rejoicing  on  hoard ;  all  our  trouhles  and  misfor- 
tunes were  forgotten,  and  we  fully  expected  to  he  in  harhour  the  next 
day.  That  night  DeHsle  and  I  were  on  deck  together.  Kennedy  also 
was  there,  and  little  Harry  Sumner.  Mr.  Gaston,  the  third  lieutenant, 
had  charge  of  the  watch.  We  were  congratulating  ourselves  on  the 
turn  which  fortune  had  made  in  our  favour,  when  Delisle  called  my 
attention  to  a  thick  gloom  which  was  gathering  over  the  land.  We 
pointed  it  out  to  Mr.  Gaston,  and  asked  him  what  it  signified. 

"That  we  are  going  to  have  another  gale,  which  may  drive  us  farther 
to  the  southward  than  we  have  hitherto  heen,"  he  replied. 

Scarcely  had  he  spoken  than  the  first  indications  of  the  coming  wind 
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readied  us — a  rismg  sea  and  a  diiying  shower  of  sleet — ^ihe  helm  was 
put 'up,  and  the  ship  kept  before  the  wind,  and  then  down  came  the 
gale  upon  ns,  and  once  more  we  were  driving  before  it,  snrrounded  by 
dense  sheets  of  snow,  which  prevented  ns  from  seeing  a  yard  beyond  our 
bowsprit  end.  Away  we  went  daring  the  whole  of  the  next  day  and 
night  and  the  following  day,  driving  madly  before  the  gale.  If  the 
ship's  company  had  before  this  been  full  of  forebodings  of  coming  ill,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  they  should  now  have  entirely  abandoned  all  hopes 
of  ever  again  seeing  land.  On  the  25th  of  January  we  were  eighty 
leagues  £rom  the  Cape,  and  more  distressed  than  ever  for  masts,  spars, 
sails,  provisions,  and  water.  So  short,  indeed,  was  our  store  of  the  latter 
necessaiy  that  we  were  now  put  on  an  allowance  of  half  a  pint  a  day ; 
so  severe  also  was  the  frost  that  we  were  compelled  to  throw  hot  water 
on  the  sails  when  they  were  foled  before  we  could  set  them.  The  men 
more  rapidly  than  before  fell  sick  day  afber  day,  and  completely  lost 
their  spirits,  and  it  became  the  fashion  when  the  watch  turned  out  for 
them  to  inquire  what  fresh  accident  had  occurred. 

At  length  one  night,  as  I  lay  sleeping  in  my  hammock,  I  was  awoke  by 
a  terrific  noise.  I  found  that  the  ship  was  on  her  beam  ends.  There  was 
a  rushing  of  water,  a  crashing  of  timbers,  a  splitting  of  sails,  the  howling 
of  wind,  the  cries  and  shrieks  and  stamping  of  men.  I  felt  certain 
that  the  flEttal  and  long-expected  stroke  had  been  given,  and  that  I  and 
all  on  board  were  about  to  be  hurried  into  eternity.  I  have  been  since 
in  many  a  hard-fought  battle,  I  have  seen  death  in  eveiy  form,  but  I 
never  felt  its  horrors  so  vividly  as  I  did  on  that  night.  I  remained  in 
my  hammock  without  attempting  to  diess,  for  I  thought  that  I  might 
as  well  drown  as  I  was,  and  I  had  not  the  remotest  expectation  of  being 
saved.  Still  the  water  did  not  reach  me,  and  at  length  I  heard  Ken- 
nedy's voice  rousing  up  the  idlers  to  go  on  deck,  and  help  take  the 
canvas  off  the  ship. 

"  We've  been  in  very  great  danger,  and  for  some  minutes  I  thought 
it  was  all  over  with  us,"  he  observed :  "  we've  brought  her  to,  however, 
and  she  may  ride  out  this  gale  as  she  has  done  many  others." 

*^  I  hope  so,"  said  I,  springing  up  and  putting  on  my  clothes,  while 
Kennedy  hurried  on  deck.  I  found  that  the  chief  noise  had  been  caused 
by  a  number  of  shot  boxes  breaking  loQse  from,  the  mainmast|  and  as 
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the  ship  heeled  over,  they  came  rushing  under  my  hammock  and  crushing 
eyeiything  before  them.  I  had  no  little  difficulty  in  getting  them 
secured.  This  appeared  to  be  the  last  piece  of  malice  those  winter 
gales  had  to  play  us.  The  next  day  the  weather  moderated,  and  we 
were  able  to  lay  a  course  for  Halifax.  We  could  scarcely  believe  our 
senses  as  we  found  ourselves  entering  that  magnificent  harbour,  after 
our  protracted  and  disastrous  voyage.  We  had  been  out  ninety  seven 
days,  ten  weeks  of  which  time  we  had  been  under  juiy-masts.  Our 
only  square-sail  was  a  sprit-sail  at  the  main-yard  to  serve  as  a  main-sail. 
The  whole  ship  was  covered  with  ice,  and  a  most  complete  wreck  she 
looked  in  every  respect.  We  had  the  second  lieutenant,  gunner,  and 
seventy-three  men  sick,  twenty  of  whom  were  suffering  from  frost-bites. 
Ko  wonder  that  such  was  our  condition  when  we  had  encountered  no 
less  than  forty-five  heavy  gales  of  wind,  and  it  spoke  well  for  the  sound- 
ness of  the  hull  of  our  ship  that  she  had  held  together  so  perfectly. 
Our  captain,  officers,  and  ship's  company  received  the  thanks  of  the 
commander-in-chief  for  their  perseverance  and  resolution,  and  certainly 
no  one  deserved  more  credit  than  did  onr  captain,  for  the  determined 
way  in  *which  he  held  on  and  succeeded  in  bringing  his  ship  into 
harbour. 

The  next  Sunday  we  all  repaired  to  church,  to  return  public  thanks  to 
Almighty  God  for  preserving  us  from  the  perils  and  hardships  of  the 
sea,  to  which  we  had  been  so  long  exposed.  It  was  a  solemn  and  touching 
occasion.  Two  and  two,  the  captain  at  our  head,  and  the  officers  follow- 
ing with  the  ship's  company,  we  all  marched  up  together  to  the  church. 
Thoughtless  and  careless  about  our  spiritual  being  as  we  generally  were, 
I  believe  very  few  among  us  did  not  feel  our  hearts  swell  with  gratitude 
to  the  Great  Being  who  had  so  mercifully  watched  over  and  preserved  us 
from  the  dangers  to  which  we  had  been  exposed,  when  the  minister  gave 
forth  the  words  of  that  beautiful  hymn  of  thanksgiving, — "The  sea 
roared,  and  the  stormy  wind  lifted  up  the  waves  thereof!  We  were 
carried  up  as  it  were  to  heaven,  and  then  down  again  to  the  deep ;  our 
soul  melted  within  us  because  of  trouble.  Then  cried  we  unto  Thee,  O 
Lord,  and  Thou  didst  deliver  us  out  of  our  distress.  Blessed  be  Thy 
name,  who  didst  not  despise  the  prayer  of  Thy  servants,  but  didst  hear 
our  cry,  and  hast  saved  us.    T^ou  didst  send  forth  Thy  commandment. 
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and  the  windy  stonn  ceased,  and  was  turned  into  a  calm,"  The  minister 
also  gave  us  a  sermon  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and  most  deeply  atten- 
tive to  it  were  the  greater  part  of  the  ship's  company.  There  is  as  much 
leligious  feeling  about  seamen  as  in  any  class  of  men,  though  they  are  in 
ireneral  grossly  ignorant  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Gospel  This  is  owing 
entirely  to  the  wicked  neglect  of  those  of  the  upper  classes  who  ought 
to  have  seen  that  they  were  properly  instructed,  I  have,  however,  only 
to  remark  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  rising  generation,  not  to  sit  idly 
down  and  with  up-turned  eyes  to  abuse  their  ancestors,  but  to  arouse 
themselves,  and  by  eveiy  means  in  their  power  to  remedy  the  neglect  of 
vhich  they  were  guilty.  The  people  seemed  very  soon  to  forget  the  hard- 
ships they  had  endured,  and  I  fear  likewise  that  the  recollection  of  the 
mercies  vouchsafed  to  us  speedily  passed  from  our  memories. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Halifax  harbour.— Life  in  the  backwoods.— Dangerous  expedition  through  the  ice. — 
Lord  Shonldham'a  fleet  with  Lord  Howe's  army  arrives. — Sail  for  Nantncket  Boads. 
Boston  cannonaded. — Watering-party  on  shore.— Capture  whaling  sloop  ^Bangor/' 
— Cruise  in  her  with  Grampus  and  Tom  Rockets. — Her  skipper's  trick  defeated. — 
Beach  Halifax*— Ordered  on  board  **  Chatham."— Sail  for  New  York.— General 
Washing^n  holds  possession  of  the  city. 

The  harbour  of  Halifiitz  is  a  very  fine  one.  A  thonsand  ships  may 
anchor  there  in  safety.  It  is  our  chief  naval  station  in  North  America. 
The  town,  which  is  a  handsome  one,  stands  on  a  peninsula,  and  rises 
gradually  from  the  water's  edge,  where  there  are  numerous  wharves,  along- 
side which  ships  can  lie  to  discharge  their  cargoes.  We  found  in  the 
harbour  the  "Cerberus"  frigate,  Captain  Symonds,*  hove  down  along- 
side the  wharf,  as  also  the  "  Savage  "  sloop  of  war,  wearing  Commodore 
Arbuthnot's  broad  pennant 

The  inhabitants  cordially  welcomed  our  arrival,  as  they  were  in  hourly 
expectation  of  an  attack  from  a  body  of  rebels  who  were  said  to  be 
marching  on  the  town,  while  the  organized  force  existing  for  its  defence 
was  very  small.  At  length  an  express  arrived  from  the  interior,  stating 
that  the  enemy  were  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  miles,  at  a  small 
village  of  which  they  had  taken  possession.  We  were  instantly  ordered 
under  arms  to  protect  the  dockyard,  and  fully  expected  to  have  warm 
work.  The  people  wto  formed  the  rebel  bands  had  been  instigated  to 
revolt  by  the  revolutionists  of  the  southern  colonies,  who  had  formed  a 
plan  at  this  time  to  invade  Canada,  which  happily  proved  abortive. 
They  themselves,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  had  no  real  cause  of  complaint. 

After  we  had  waited  for  some  time  in  expectation  of  an  attack,  notice 
was  brought  us  that  the  rebels  had  plundered  and  burned  the  village 
where  they  had   quartered  themselves,   and  then  retired.     We  were 

^  Father  of  the  late  Admiral  Sir  William  Symonds,  and  of  the  late  Admiral  Thomas 
Symonds. 
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theiefore  able  to  employ  all  hands  in  refitting  the  sliipi  a  work  to  us  of 
the  greatest  importance.  The  cold,  however,  was  so  great  that  we 
suffered  no  little  inconvenience  from  exposure  to  it.  All  the  meat,  I 
remember,  which  came  on  board  was  frozen  so  hard  that  we  were  in- 
variably obliged  to  cut  it  up  into  pieces  with  a  cross-saw,  to  serve  it  out 
to  the  messes.  Quantities  of  fish  also  of  a  peculiarly  fine  flavour  were  to 
be  picked  up  daily,  frozen  to  death,  on  the  surface  of  the  ice,  thrown  up 
by  the  united  action  of  the  tide  and  sea.  As  there  were  no  masts  and  spars 
in  the  dockyard,  we  found  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  send  a  party 
into  the  woods,  fully  ten  miles  from  the  town,  to  cut  down  trees  suitable 
for  the  purpose.  I  was  ordered  to  accompany  the  party  appointed  for 
this  object.  My  friend  Delisle  was  with  me,  and  Tom  Eockets  went  as 
my  servant. 

Having  provided  ourselves  with  blankets,  provisions,  cooking  utensils, 
and  other  means  of  making  ourselves  comfortable,  away  we  trudged  over 
the  snow,  following  our  guide,  John  Nobs  by  name,  who  was  to  show  us 
where  we  might  find  the  sort  of  timber  we  required.  It  was  the  first  time 
I  had  ever  been  in  an  American  forest.  The  deep  silence  which  reigned 
around,  and  the  perfect  solitude  were  very  impressive.  The,  tall  leafless 
trees,  springing  up  out  of  the  sheet  of  snow  which  covered  the  whole 
face  of  nature,  were  the  only  objects  to  be  seen. 

We  were  merry  enough  as  we  tramped  away  in  the  keen,  pure  air  over 
the  crisp  snow.  As  some  thirty  pair  of  feet,  stepping  out  together,  went 
crunch — crunch — crunch — the  noise  was  so  loud,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  raise  our  voices  to  make  ourselves  heard.  Delisle  and  I  marched 
directly  after  our  leader  old  Nobs,  our  men  following,  laughing,  talking, 
and  singing,  as  the  mood  seized  them. 

At  length,  having  gone  some  way  through  the  forest,  Nobs  began  to 
look  about  him  attentively.     He  was  not  a  man  of  many  words. 

"  That's  'um,"  said  he,  pointing  with  his  chin  to  some  tall,  straight  fir- 
trees,  up  to  which  he  had  led  us.  We  saw  also  that  a  considerable 
number  of  the  same  description  grew  in  the  neighbourhood. 

"  I  suppose,  then,  we  may  call  a  halt?"  said  I. 

Nobs  nodded.  We  had  been  told  that  he  would  show  us  how  to 
build  some  huts  for  sheltering  our  party. 

"  Some  on  you  with  axes  come  along,"  said  he,  turning  to  the  men,  and 
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away  he  trudged  till  we  reached  a  clump  of  graceful,  white-stemmed 
birch-trees.  Scoring  down  the  stems,  he  quickly  ripped  off  huge  sheeta 
of  bark,  some  five  and  six  feet  long,  and  two  and  three  broad.  The  men 
followed  his  example,  and  we  soon  had  as  much  as  the  whole  party  could 
carry. 

"  Stay,  that  won't  do  alone,"  observed  Nobs ;  and  he  commenced 
cutting  some  thin  poles,  seven  or  eight  feet  long,  from  saplings  growing 
in  the  neighbourhood.  With  these  we  returned  to  the  spot  we  had 
fixed  on  for  an  encampment.  Scarcely  uttering  a  word,  having  got  some 
men  to  assist  him,  he  erected  a  framework  of  a  cone-shape,  with  about 
eight  of  the  poles,  fastening  the  upper  ends  together  with  a  piece  of 
rope.  He  then  covered  the  framework  with  sheets  of  bark,  leaving  a 
door-way  and  a  small  space  open  at  the  top. 

"  There  you  have  an  Indian  wigwam,"  said  he. 

Prom  the  pattern  he  had  thus  formed,  the  men  very  soon  erected 
wigwams  enough  to  shelter  the  whole  party.  He  then  collected  some 
dried  wood,  of  which  there  was  an  abundance  about,  and  lighted  a  fire  in 
the  middle  of  his  hut.  The  hole  left  at  the  top  of  it  allowed  the  smoke 
to  escape.  The  snow,  which  had  first  been  cleared  away  in  the  interior, 
was  piled  up  round  the  hut  outside,  and  the  ground  was  then  beaten 
hard.  He  showed  us  how  to  make  our  couches  of  dried  leaves ;  and  at 
night,  wrapped  in  our  blankets  lying  round  the  fire,  we  found  that  we 
could  sleep  most  luxuriously. 

Having  thus  speedily  made  all  these  necessary  arrangements,  we  set  to 
work  to  select  the  trees  fit. for  our  purpose.  As  soon  as  we  had  fixed 
on  them,  Kobs  threw  off  all  his  outer  clothing,  and  with  his  gleaming 
axe  began  chopping  away  like  a  true  backwoodsman  at  one  of  the 
largest  of  the  trees.  The  carpenter's  crew  followed  his  example.  The 
air  was  so  calm  that  while  the  men  were  actively  employed  they  felt 
not  the  slightest  sensation  of  cold.  The  moment  they  ceased,  however, 
we  made  them  put  on  their  clothing. 

Nobs  was  thoroughly  versed  in  all  the  customs  of  backwoodsmen,  so 
he  was  able  to  show  us  how  to  make  ourselves  comfortable,  and  I  learned 
many  lessons  from  him  which  I,  on  many  subsequent  occasions,  found 
very  useful  Among  other  things  he  showed  us  how  to  roast  our  meat 
by  spitting  bits  of  it  on  a  long  thin  stick,  which  rested  on  two  forked 
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sticks  stuck  in  the  ground.  Indeed,  we  enjoyed  ourselves  far  more  than 
we  expected. 

Tom  Eockets  and  another  lad  slept  in  our  wigwam,  to  assist  in  keeping 
up  the  fire.  I  lay  awake  for  a  short  time,  when  my  ears  were  saluted 
with  the  sound  of  a  long,  low  howL     T  presently  heard  Tom  stir  himself. 

''  Oh,  Jim,  sure  them  be  the  ghostesses  wo  heard  tell  of,"  said  he.  "  I 
hope  they  won't  be  coming  this  way  now." 

*'  I  hopes  not,"  replied  his  companion.  "  Them  be  dreadful  things  I 
do  think,  by  the  noise  they  makes." 

Just  then  there  was  a  louder  howl  than  before. 

"  Oh,  they  be  coming !"  cried  Tom.  "  I'll  rouse  up  Mr.  Hurry.  May- 
be he'll  know  how  to  tackle  'em." 

Highly  diverted  with  4he  opinion  my  followers  had  formed  of  m^ 
prowess  against  not  only  mortal  but  spiiliual  enemies,  I  lay  stil],  wishing 
to  hear  what  he  would  next  say.  The  hideous  howl  approached  still 
nearer. 

"I  can't  stand  it  I"  he  exclaimed.  "  Muster  Hurry !  Muster  Hurry ! 
there  be  ghostesses,  or  devils,  or  some  such  things  abroad,  a-playing 
their  pranks,  and  they  be  coming  to  eat  us  up.  Muster  Hurry,  I 
be  sure  1" 

I  burst  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  so  loud  that  it  woke  Delisle.  It  was 
responded  to,  it  seemed,  by  so  unearthly  a  cry  from  the  depths  of  the 
forest,  that  even  he  for  a  moment  was  startled.  Then  there  was  the 
report  of  firearms,  and  looking  out  of  our  wigwam,  I  saw  old  Nobs 
standing  in  front  of  his,  with  a  musket  in  his  hand. 

"  I've  druve  the  varmints  away,"  he  said,  in  his  usual  laconic  style. 
"  You  may  turn  in,  mister." 

I  took  his  advice,  for  it  was  very  cold  outside. 

"The  wolves  will  not  probably  disturb  us  again,"  said  I,  as  I  lay 
down. 

"  Wolves  1  be  them  wolves  1"  I  heard  Tom  remark ;  but  as  I  soon 
fell  asleep,  I  do  not  know  what  more  he  said. 

Towards  the  morning  I  was  again  awoke  by  loud  shouts,  and  growls, 
and  cries,  and  the  sound  of  a  tremendous  tussle. 

"  I've  caught  ye,  my  bo !"  I  heard  Tom  exclaim.  "  If  ye  be  a  ghost  or 
a  devil,  ye  shall  just  show  yourself  to  Muster  Hurry,  before  I  let  ye  go." 
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Starting  up,  I  found  the  two  lads  struggling  with  some  beast  or 
other  at  the  entrance  to  the  wigwam.  I  soon  discovered  that  they  had 
got  hold  of  a  black  bear,  who  had  doubtless  been  attracted  to  our  wig- 
.  wam  by  a  pot  of  sugar  which  had  been  left  at  the  entrance,  into  which 
he  was  putting  his  paw  when  Eockets  discovered  him.  The  noise 
brought  a  number  of  the  other  men  from  the  huts.  They  thought  we 
were  attacked  by  Indians  or  the  rebels,  I  believe.  The  poor  beast  made 
a  good  figkt  of  it ;  but  before  I  could  come  to  his  rescue,  he  had  been 
somewhat  severely  handled.  We,  however,  easily  secured  him,  and  kept 
him  prisoner  till  we  settled  what  shordd  bo  done  with  him.  He  was,  we 
learned  from  old  Nobs,  of  a  species  not  at  all  ferocious,  and  very  easily 
tamed.  We  therefore  determined,  instead  of  killing  him — in  order  to 
turn  him  into  ham — to  carry  him.  on  board  as  a  pet.  He  very  soon 
became  reconciled  to  his  lot,  and  at  once  ate  willingly  from  our  hands 
any  mess  we  offered,  particularly  if  sweetened  with  sugar.  Eockets 
considered  him  as  his  own  prize,-  and  took  him  under  his  especial  care. 
The  men  gave  him  the  name  of  Sugar-lips,  and  as  Tom  stood  his  sponsor 
-he  was  known  on  board  as  Tommy  Sugar-lips. 

However,  I  must  not  spend  more  time  on  my  shore  adventures,  as  I 
have  matter  of  so  much  greater  interest  to  describe.  In  about  five  days 
we  had  cut  down  and  trimmed  a  sufficient-  number  of  trees  for  our  pur- 
pose. The  greatest  labour  was  to  drag  them  over  the  snow  to  the  harbour; 
but  at  length  that  was  accomplished,  and  we  returned  once  more  on 
board. 

Shortly  after  this  the  frost  set  in  harder  than  ever,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  rapidity  of  the  tides  the  ice,  though. fully  four  feet  thick,  did  not 
form  a  consistent  body  in  the  harbour.  In  some  places  it  was  hard,  but 
the  chief  quantity  roxind  the  ship  was  like  a' mass  of  wet  snow,  too  soft  and 
too  rotten  to  walk  on^  and  yet  too  thick  to  allow  a  boat  of  anjr  size  to  be 
impelled  through  it.  Thus  all  communication  with  the  town  was 
suddenly  cut  off.  At  this  time  we  had  a  gang  of  men  on  the  opposite 
shore,  fitting  the  rigging  at  a  spot  where  they  could  procure  no  provisions. 
They  were  getting  very  hard  up  for  food,  when  Captain  Hudson  sent 
for  me. 

"Mr.  Hurry,"  said  he,  "I  wish  to  send  some  provisions  to  the 
peo])le  on  shore.    It«will  be  a  service  of  difficulty,  and  perhaps  danger, 
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bat  I  can  entrust  it  confidently  to  you ;  you  must  take  a  couple  of 
hands  and  a  light  boat,  and  you  may  be  able  to  force  her  either  over  oi 
through  the  ice." 

'*  Ay,  ay,  sir,"  I  answered ;  "  I'll  do  it  if  it  is  to  be  done."  And  away 
I  went  to  make  my  preparations  without  loss  of  time.  I  always  felt  an 
ii^dination  to  volunteer  for  any  work  to  be  done,  and  never  thought  of 
throwmg  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  performance  of  any  thing  that 
was  proposed.  I  chose  Nol  Grampus,  the  old  quartermaster,  and  Tom 
Eockets  as  my  companions  in  the  enterprise.  The  dingy,  a  small  boat 
we  carried  astern,  was  the  best  suited  to  my  purpose.  Having  laden  her 
with  provisions,  we  shoved  off  from  the  ship  among  the  floating  ice.  Our 
progress  was  very  slow,  sometimes  we  worked  our  way  among  the  sheet 
ice,  then  we  came  to  a  hard  slab  on  to  which  we  jumped  and  hauled 
the  boat  over  it  "  Take  care,  sir,"  said  Grampus,  as  we  were  crossing  a 
slab,  "  this  is  treacherous  stuff  we  are  on."  Just  as  he  spoke  I  felt  my 
feet  sinking  into  the  slush,  and  had  I  not  had  firm  hold  of  the  gunwale, 
I  might  have  gone  through  altogether.  As  I  sprang  into  the  boat  I 
could  not  help  shuddering  at  the  thought  of  sinking  into  the  cold 
deadly  mass  which  surrounded  us  without  the  possibility  of  making  an 
effort  for  life  ;  too  dense  to  enable  one  to  swim,  and  yet  too  liquid  to  bear 
the  weight  of  a  person,  it  was  as  sure  to  destroy  one  as  the  treacherous 
quicksand  or  the  furious  maelstrom.  Kear  us  was  another  boat  with 
an  old  man  and  a  boy,  likewise  endeavouring  to  cross  the  harbour.  We 
saw  that  they  were  exerting  all  their  energies,  but  were  not  making  better 
progress  than  we  were.  After  some  time  the  tide  made  down  stronger, 
and  on  taking  our  bearings  I  found  that  the  ice  was  setting  us  fast  down 
the  harbour  and  out  to  sea.  My  men  needed  no  encouragement  to  exert 
themselves  to  the  utmost,  for  the  peril  we  were  in  was  very  apparent. 
Captain  Hudson  observed  it  also,  and  made  the  signal  for  us  to  return  to 
the  ship,  but  it  was  even  more  difficult  to  go  back  than  to  go  forward.  In 
attempting  to  obey  the  order  I  found  that  we  were  carried  more  into  the 
strength  of  the  current.  I  therefore  kept  on  towards  the  wharf,  where  some 
hundreds  of  people  were  collected,  rather  anidous  spectators  of  our  ad- 
venture. Captain  Symonds,  of  the  '^  Cerberus,"  and  the  master-attendant 
of  the  dockyard  were  looking  on,  and  they  also  hailed  to  me  to  return  to 
,  the  ship.    Sometimes  we  appeared  to  be  making  no  progress  whatever,  and 
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I  felt  the  prolmbility  of  our  being  carried  out  to  sea — then  again  we  ad- 
vanced, though  slowly,  towards  the  shore.  The  old  man  and  his  boy  were 
less  able  to  contend  with  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  them.  The  old 
man  had  hurt  himself,  I  fancy,  and  by  degrees  relaxed  in  his  efforts — ^the 
poor  little  follow  was  still  putting  forth  all  his  strength  to  urge  their 
boat  forward,  but  it  was  too  evidently  likely  to  prove  unavailing. 

At  last  they  slowly  drifted  past  us,  and  though  at  so  short  a  distance 
that  I  could  clearly  see  the  expression  of  their  countenances  we  could 
render  them  no  possible  assistance.  I  shall  not  quickly  forget  the  poor 
old  man's  look  of  despair  and  grief — more  perhaps  for  the  coming  fate  of 
his  boy  than  for  himself.  The  poor  lad  had  not  yet  given  up  all  hopes 
of  escape.  ]N"ow  he  would  sit  down  and  wring  his  hands,  and  then  he 
would  start  up,  and,  seizing  an  oar,  try  once  more  to  shove  the  boat 
ahead.  We  had  little  time,  however,  for  contemplating  their  fate,  for 
there  was  still  a  great  probability  that  we  might  have  to  share  it.  We 
were  yet  drifting  seaward,  and  for  hours  together  our  utmost  exertions 
only  enabled  us  to  hold  our  own.  I  can  easily  fancy  the  interest  we 
excited  on  shore,  yet  nothing  could  be  thought  of  to  help  us.  We  could 
hear  the  cry  of  horror  and  commiseration  which  rose  from  the  crowd  as 
the  boat  with  our  companions  in  misfortune  drifted  past  the  spot 
whence  there  was  any  hope  of  escape,  and  the  old  man  and  lad  sat  down 
and  gave  themselves  up  to  despair.  The  intense  cold  would,  I  guessed, 
soon  deprive  them  of  all  sensation  and  further  power  of  exertion.  Night 
was  coming  on,  and  we  lost  sight  of  them  in  the  gloom.  We  had  now 
been  six  hours  in  our  perilous  position,  without  time  even  to  take  a 
particle  of  nourishment.  We  were  making  for  the  "  Cerberus "  as  the 
nearest  point  where  we  could  receive  assistance. 

''We  shall  reach  her,  sir!"  exclaimed  Grampus  at  length,  with  a 
cheerful  tone.  ''  See,  they  are  ready  to  heave  us  a  line  if  we  could  but  get 
a  few  fathoms  nearer."  Encouraged  by  this,  we  exerted  ourselves  still 
more  than  ever,  and  at  length  a  man  from  the  jibboom  end  of  the 
"  Cerberus  "  hove  a  lead  which  happily  reached  our  boat.  We  seized  it 
eagerly,  and  making  the  line  ^Etst,  we  were  hauled  alongside  the  wharf. 
As  soon  as  we  landed  and  had  received  the  congratulations  of  the 
spectators  of  our  adventure,  we  were  carried  off,  half-starved  and  frozen,  by 
the  master-attendant,  Mr.  Prowse,  to  his  house,  where  we  were  most 
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hospitably  entertained.  I  found  in  him  an  old  shipmate^  as  he  had  been 
master  of  the  "Torbay  "  when  I  belonged  to  her.  I  spent  upwards  of 
two  days  at  his  house,  and  received  the  greatest  of  kindness  from  him. 
While  on  shore  I  met  another  old  friend,  Captain  Lee,  of  the  "Harriet" 
Packet,  with  whom  I  almost  lived  during  his  stay  at  Halifax.  As  may 
be  supposed,  I  found  his  comfortable  cabin  a  far  more  agreeable  place  of 
abode  than  a  midshipman's  berth  with  the  rough  and  scanty  fare  with 
which  we  were  provided.  I  was  anxious  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  the  old 
man  and  his  son  whom  we  had  seen  carried  out  to  sea  by  the  ice.  Sad 
to  relate,  they  had  been  picked  up  two  days  afterwards  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,  frozen  to  death.  They  must  have  died,  I  suspect,  soon 
after  we  lost  sight  of  them,  for  the  cold  was  so  intense  that  it  could  not 
long  have  been  resisted.  We  had,  indeed,  cause  to  be  thankful  to 
Providence  that  their  fate  was  not  ours.  It  is  but  one  of  the  many 
instances  in  which  I  have  been  mercifully  preserved,  while  those  by  my 
side  have  been  cut  off.  For  what  end  has  this  been  done  %  1  wish  that 
I  could  say  that  I  have  properly  employed  the  longer  term  of  life  thus 
vouchsafed  to  me.  There  had  been  at  Halifax  all  the  winter  a  very 
limited  supply  of  provisions.  At  length  a  fleet  appeared  off  the  harbour's 
mouth,  which  proved  to  be  that  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lord 
Shouldham,  with  the  army  of  General  Howe '  on  board,  who  had  been 
compelled  by  the  American  revolutionists,  under  General  Washington, 
to  evacuate  Boston,  after  having  been  besieged  in  it  for  fully  ten  months. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  we  parted  from  the  "  Chatham,''  Admiral 
Shouldham's  flag-ship,  in  a  gale  in  the  early  part  of  our  voyage.  She 
went  through  as  much  bad  weather,  and  experienced  almost  as  many 
disasters  as  we  had  suffered,  though  at  length  she  reached  Boston,  where 
Lord  Shouldham  succeeded  Admiral  Graves  as  Commander-in-Chief. 
Our  disasters  throughout  the  whole  of  that  sad  contest  with  the  American 
States  arose  from  the  foolish  contempt  with  which  the  British  generals 
and  their  officers  treated  the  provincial  troops.  While  General  Howe 
was  waiting  for  reinforcements  from  England,  General  Washington  was 
collecting  an  army  and  disciplining  his  troops.  Before,  therefore,  the 
expected  reinforcements  could  arrive  General  Howe,  to  his  great  sur- 
prise, found  himself  outnumbered,  and  the  city  commanded  from 
<  Qeneral  Howe  was  the  brother  of  Admiral  Lord  Uowe. 
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some  hills  which  overlook  it,  called  Dorchester  Heights.  He  found  that  he 
must  either  dislodge  the  enemy  from  these  heights  or  evacuate  Boston.  A 
heavy  gale  of  wind  prevented  the  adoption  of  the  former  alternative  till 
the  rebels  were  too  strongly  entrenched  to  allow  the  attempt  to  be  made 
with  any  prospect  of  success.  A  hurried  retreat  was  therefore  resolved  on, 
and  not  only  the  troops,  but  those  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  sided 
with  the  British,  were  compelled  to  embark  on  board  the  men-of-war  and 
transports,  vast  quantities  of  military  stores  and  property  of  all  sorts 
being  either  destroyed  or  left  behind,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
This  fleet  had  arrived  ill  provided  with  provisions  to  feed  so  many  mouths, 
and  from  there  being,  as  I  have  said,  but  a  scanty  supply  of  food  in 
Halifax  already,  it  was  considered  necessary  to  put  the  army  and  navy 
on  half  allowance — an  arrangement  to  which,  though  very  disagreeable, 
we  were  compelled  to  submit  with  the  best  grace  we  could  muster. 
!From  the  time  of  our  arrival  till  the  4  th  of  May  we  were  busily  occupied 
in  fitting  the  ship  for  sea,  and  not  an  hour  was  lost  after  that  was 
accomplished  in  getting  under  weigh  when  we  stood  to  the  southward. 
We  were  not  sorry  to  have  the  chance  of  seeing  some  active 
service.  On  the  8th  we  spoke  H.M.S.  "Merlin,"  with  two  transports 
bound  for  Halifax,  on  the  12th  the  "Milford "  and  "  Lively,"  on  a 
cruise.  On  the  same  day  we  anchored  in  l^antucket  Eoads,  Boston, 
where  we  found  lying  the  "  Renown,"  wearing  the  broad  pennant  of 
Commodore  Banks,  which  we  saluted  with  thirteen  guns.  A  constant 
cannonade  was  kept  up  on  the  squadron  by  the  rebels  who  now  held 
Boston  and  the  surrounding  heights,  but  without  doing  us  much  mischief. 
We  returned  the  fire  occasionally  with  probably  about  the  same  result 
After  their  late  successes  the  American  patriots  had  become  very  bold, 
and  no  longer  held  the  British  in  any  respect  Some  parts  of  the  coast 
of  the  harbour  were  left  unprotected  by  the  enemy.  One  night  I  was 
seipit  on  shore  in  command  of  a  watering-party,  with  strict  orders  to  keep 
a  watchful  guard  against  surprise.  To  do  this  I  considered  it  necessary 
to  take  possession  of  a  house  near  the  spot  where  we  were  filling  the 
casks.  As  the  house  was  deserted  I  carried  off  a  table  and  six  chairs 
which  I  found  in  it,  with  which  to  furnish  the  midshipman's  berth — ours 
having  been  knocked  to  pieces  on  the  voyage  to  Hali£Eix.  ^ 

By  the  rules  of  war  I  had  a  right  to  take  the  property,  I  believe ;  but 
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it  seems  hard  tliafc  the.  owners,  who  were  probably  not  belligerents,  should 
be  deprived  of  it.  On  the  following  day,  the  16th,  we  sailed  on  a 
cruise  in  search  of  any  of  the  enemy's  merchantmen  or  privateers,  of 
which  they  had  begun  to  fit  out  a  good  many.  The  crews  ran  a  great 
risk  of  being  treated  as  pirates,  but  as  the  rebels  had  already  threatened 
to  retaliate,  should  the  usual  customs  of  regular  warfare  be  departed  from, 
it  was  judged  prudent  to  behave  towards  those  who  fell  into  our  hands 
as  if  they  were  regular  prisoners  of  war. 

We  had  begun  to  grumble  much  at  our  ill-luck  in  not  falling  in  with 
a  prize.  "  Ye'Jl  na  take  anything  which  will  put  siller  into  any  of  our 
pockets  this  cruise,  ma  laddies,''  said  Andrew  Macallan,  the  Scotch 
surgeon's  mate,  who  was  much  addicted  to  the  prophesying  of  ill-luck. 

"VVe  Orlopians  were  collected  in  the  midshipihan's  berth  towards  the 
termination  of  a  not  over-luxurious  dinner.  "I  should  think  not," 
responded  Kennedy.  "  What  can  we  expect  to  get  out  of  these  beggarly 
provincials  1  It's  not  likely  they'll  have  any  craft  afloat  which  wiU  be 
worth  capture." 

"  How  do  you  know  that  1"  exclaimed  Frank  Mercer,  one  of  our  mates, 
with  a  deep  crimson  flush  on  lus  brow.  "  Now,  from  what  I  have  heard, 
I  believe  the  patriots  have  a  number  of  fine  merchantmen  sailing  out  of 
their  ports,  and  have  already  fitted  out  several  privateers." 

"From  which  of  your  friends  on  shore  did  you  hear  that?"  asked 
Kennedy,  with  a  look  of  contempt. 

"From  common  report,"  replied  Mercer.  He  was  known  to  have 
several  relations  and  friends  in  America  who  had  sided  with  the  rebels ; 
and  though  this  made  him  look  on  them  with  a  fiivourable  eye,  he  had 
too  loyal  a  spirit  to  allow  him  to  contemplate  for  a  moment  the  desertion 
of  his  colours.  Still  his  heart  often  yearned  towards  those  engaged  in  ' 
what  then  appeared  so  unequal  a  struggle  on  shore,  and  he  could  scarcely 
help  expressing  satis£Giction  at  any  success  they  mot  "with.  Poor  Mercer 
had  to  endure  a  great  deal  of  irony  and  abuse  on  the  subject,  but  while 
he  defended  the  rebels,  and  asserted  their  right  to  take  up  anns  in  the 
defence  of  their  liberties,  he  acknowledged  that  his  own  duty  was  to 
remain  loyal  to  his  sovereign.  The  dispute  was  waxing  warm,  when 
little  Harry  Sumner,  who  had  been  on  deck,  came  below,  and  announced 
that  there  was  a  suspicious  sail  away  to  the  north-east,  and  that  we  were 
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in  chase  of  her.  I  was  on  deck  in  a  minute,  and  found  everything  being 
Bet  alow  and  aloft  in  chase  of  the  stranger.  After  watching  her  for  some 
time  from  aloft,  where  I  had  gone  with  my  spy-glass,  I  saw  that  we  were 
gaining  on  her  rapidly,  though  she  had  also  made  all  sail.  This  con- 
vinced us  that  she  was  a  craft  belonging  to  the  enemy.  She  was  sloop- 
rigged,  but  seemed  to  be  a  vessel  of  some  size.  After  a  chase  of  four 
hours  we  got  her  within  range  of  our  guns,  when  a  shot  from  one  of  our 
bow  chasers,  falling  close  alongside,  convinced  her  that  she  had  no 
chance  of  -escape,  and  that  her  wisest  policy  was  to  heave-to  without 
more  ado.  This  she  at  once  did,  and  I  was  sent  on  board  to  take 
possession.  She  proved  to  be  the  "  Eanger,"  from  Nantucket  harbour, 
bound  on  a  whaling  voyage,  her  crew  consisting  of  a  master,  mate,  boy, 
and  ten  men.  Her  master,  Mr.  Jotham  Scuttle,  was  very  indignant  at 
being  captured,  and  good  reason  he  had  to  be  so,  for  half  the  vessel  was 
his  own,  and  thus  in  a  moment  he  was  deprived  of  all  his  worldly  wealth. 
He  was  as  unlike  a  seaman  in  appearance  as  could  well  be  imagined ; 
with  his  broad-brimmed  hat,  knee-breeches,  buckles  to  his  high  shoes, 
and  long  waistcoat,  but  he  was  not  the  less  active  for  all  that.  Leaving 
Grampus,  who  had  accompanied  me,  with  two  hands  in  charge  of  the 
sloop,  I  returned  with  the  prisoners  to  the  firigate.  The  mate  and  men 
were  instantly  pressed,  without  the  question  being  asked  whether  they 
would  wish  to  join,  and  Captain  Hudson  ordered  me  to  go  back  to  the 
sloop,  giving  me  leave  to  carry  Tom  Eockets,  in  addition  to  the  men 
already  on  board,  and  to  make  the  best  of  my  way  US  Halifax.  "  Stay," 
said  he,  "  take  the  master  and  boy  with  you,  Mr.  Hurry ;  we  shall  not 
know  what  to  do  with  them  on  board — and  see  that  lue  plays  you  no 
trick."  I  laughed  at  the  idea  of  having  anything  to  dread  from  the 
demure  Mr.  Scuttle,  and,  putting  up  a  few  necessaries,  I  tumbled  into  the 
boat  which  was  to  take  me  on  board  my  new  command.  I  thought  I 
caught  a  twinkle  in  friend  Jotham's  eyes  when  he  found  that  he  was  to 
be  sent  back  to  his  own  vessel — but  this  was  probably  fancy.  He  sat 
looking  very  sad  and  downcast  as  we  pulled  on  board  the  sloop.  The 
crew  of  the  boat  which  had  brought  me  gave  me  three  cheers,  and  Delisle, 
who  had  come  in  her,  wished  me  a  prosperous  voyage  to  Halifax,  from 
which  I  was  about  two  hundred  leagues  distant.  The  frigate  then 
hauled  her  wind,  and  I  made  sail  to  the  northward.     Of  course  I  felt 
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Teiy  grand  in  my  new  command,  like  Sancho  Panza  in  his  island,  though 
it  was  not  to  last  yery  long  at  the  utmost ;  and  it  was  not  impossible 
that  I  might  be  summarily  dispossessed  of  it  at  any  moment ;  however, 
I  did  not  trouble  myself  about  such  thoughts  just  then.  Haying  taken 
possession  of  the  master's  cabin,  and  allowed  him  to  occupy  his  mate's,  I 
called  my  ship's  company  together,  and,  haying  divided  them  into  two 
watches,  told  them  I  expected  they  would  do  their  duty  and  behave 
themselves.  Fol  Grampus  had  charge  of  one  watch  with  one  of  the 
seamen  and  Mr.  Scuttle  under  him,  and  I  took  the  other  with  the  other 
seaman,  Tom  Eockets  and  the  boy.  Tom  had  not  got  over  his  innocent 
country  look,  though  he  was  sharp  enough  in  reality,  and  did  his  duty 
as  a  seaman  very  fairly.  Old  Grampus,  who  had  taken  a  fancy  to  him, 
was  always  teaching  him  something  or  other  likely  to  prove  useful 
"  Now,  Tom,  you  may  be  no  wiser  nor  a  young  gull  as  has  never  learned 
to  fly,"  I  heard  the  old  man  say ;  "  but  listen,  my  boy,  if  you  follows  my 
advice  youTl  soon  be  able  to  spread  your  wings  and  skim  over  the  water 
just  for  all  the  world  like  one  on  them  big  albatrosses  one  meets  with 
off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  you've  heard  speak  o£"  Tom  had  not  heard  * 
of  such  a  place,  so  Grampus  told  him  all  about  it,  and  a  great  deal  more 
besides.  In  that  way  my  young  follower  picked  up  his  sea  lore.  The 
contrast  between  the  two  was  perfect.  Tom's  young,  smooth,  innocent 
£ice,  and  round  boyish  figure,  and  the  thorough  old  sea-dog  look  of 
Grampus,  with  his  grizzly  bushy  hair  and  whiskers,  his  long  cue,  his 
deeply-furrowed,  or  I  may  say  rather  bumped  and  knobbed  and  bronzed 
countenance,  and  his  spare,  sinewy  form,  having  not  a  particle  of  flesh 
with  which  he  could  dispense. 

As  Mr.  Jotham  Scuttle's  eye  fell  on  Tom  he  took  him  at  once  for  a 
simple  lad,  who  could  readily  believe  anything  he  had  to  say,  and  he 
formed  his  plans  accordingly.  I  got  on  very  well  with  my  scanty  crew, 
for  as  there  were  winches  and  tackles  of  all  sorts  on  board,  I  managed  to 
work  the  vessel  easily  enough.  We  had  an  abundance  of  provisions,  so 
that,  contrasted  especially  with  the  fare  to  which  I  had  for  many  months 
past  been  accustomed,  we  Uved  luxuriously. 

The  second  day  I  invited  Mr.  Scuttle  to  dine  with  me.  The  com- 
mencement of  the  entertainment  was  not  very  lively,  for  though  he  did 
not  play  a  bad  knife  and  fork^  he  uttered  no  sound  except  an  occasional 


Digitized  by 


Uoogle 


46  HURRICANE  HURRY. 

deep  sigh  from  beneath  the  very  lowest  button  of  his  waistcoat.  At  last, 
after  leaning  his  head  on  his  hand  for  some  time,  he  looked  np. 

"  It  is  very  hard  to  be  borne,  mister,"  he  exclaimed  with  vehemence. 
''  Here  was  I,  with  a  fine  craft  I  could  almost  call  my  own,  and  with 
eveiy  chance  of  providing  for  my  family,  and  now  I*m  worse  than  a 
beggar — a  prisoner,  and  forced  to  go  I  don't  know  where." 

"  You  shouldn't  have  broken  the  blockade,  and  your  friends  shoiddn't 
have  rebelled  and  broken  the  laws,"  said  I. 

"Laws!"  he  exclaimed  with  disdain,  "they  were  bad  laws,  and  it 
went  against  the  grain  of  every  honest  man  to  observe  them." 

"  I  don't  know  anything  about  that,"  I  replied ;  "  in  my  profession 
all  weliave  to  do  is  to  obey  without  asking  questions,  and  I  just  fancy 
that  your  people  will  very  soon  have  to  do  the  same,  whether  they  like  it 
or  not." 

"  Will  they,  forsooth  V*  he  exclaimed,  striking  his  fist  on  the  table. 
"  The  time  has  passed  for  that.  I'll  tell  you  what,  sir,  they'll  fight  it  out 
till  eveiy  drop  of  honest  blood  is  spilt  in  the  country.  It  was  the  super- 
cilious, boasting  airs  of  your  lords  and  aristocrats  who  came  out  among 
the  military  looking  down  upon  all  the  first  gentlemen  in  the  land  as 
provincials  and  colonists,  as  they  called  them  in  contempt,  -v^hich  was 
the  real  cause  of  the  revolt.  They  made  enemies  wherever  they  went, 
with  their  follies  and  pride  and  haughty  words.  They  and  their 
government  at  home  seemed  to  forget  that  we  were  Britons  like  them- 
selves, with  British  hearts,  ay,  and  with  truer  loyalty  than  they  had  for 
the  king  and  the  old  country.  "What  would  you  say,  sir,  if  you  were 
insulted  as  we  have  been  1 " 

"  I  certainly  do  not  like  being  bullied  by  any  one,"  said  I. 

"  No  more  do  we  colonists,  sir,"  answered  the  poor  skipper.  "  My 
father,  sir,  came  over  from  the  old  country ;  misfortunes  compelled  him 
to  quit  it,  but  he  loved  it  as  much  as  ever,  and  brought  up  me,  his  son,  to 
love  it  also ;  and  so  I  should  to  this  day,  had  I,  and  those  who  had 
made  America  their  own,  been  fairly  treated — not  looked  upon  as  children 
to  be  played  with,  or  slaves  to  be  bullied  and  despised.  "Novr,  sir,"  he 
continued,  standing  up  and  placing  one  hand  on  the  table,  while  he 
extended  the  other,  "  I  tell  you  that  there  are  not  bitterer  enemies  to  the 
old  country  than  your  government  have  made  me  and  many  like  me." 
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"  I  am  very  sorry  for  yon,"  I  said,  seeing  tlie  jnstice  of  his  remarks, 
"bnt  yon  see  I  cannot  help  it^  so  just  sit  down  and  mix  yoniself  another 
tnmbler  of  grog ;  we  can  bnt  make  the  best  of  ciicamstances." 

**  I  don't  want  your  pity,  or  that  of  any  of  the  enemies  of  America," 
he  answered  proudly.  Then  he  seemed  to  soften^  and  he  continued  in  a 
more  subdued  tone,  **  But  you,  young  gentleman,  seem  inclined  to  treat 
me  as  a  man  should  a  man,  and  not  as  some  of  your  officers  have  treated 
us  provincials,  so  I  am  thankftd,  and  if  the  day  should  come  when  I 
can  return  your  kindness  I  shall  be  glad  to  do  so." 

'*  I  only  hope  that  I  may  not  be  in  your  place  as  a  prisoner,"  said  I. 

"  To  be  honest  with  you,"  he  replied,  "if  I  only  had  the  chance  of 
taking  the  sloop  from  you,  I  should  be  right  not  to  let  it  pass  by,  though 
I  have  no  great  hope  that  ifc  will  be  offered  me." 

"  1^0,  I  should  think  not,"  I  answered,  laughing.  I  have  often  since 
thought  of  the  foolish,  domineering  way  in  which  England  and  English- 
men treat  their  brethren  who  turn  colonists,  and  shall  not  be  surprised  if 
she  loses  one  colony  after  another  as  she  was  now  doing  her  American 
settlements.  The  skipper  was  soon  pacified,  and  we  became  very  good 
frienda  We  were  still  talking  away  over  our  glass  of  grog,  when  Nol 
Grampus  put  his  head  in  at  the  cabin-door.  "  I  don't  quite  like  the 
look  of  the  weather,  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  he.  I  think  it's  going  to  breesse 
up  a  bit,  and  the  sooner  we  shorten  sail  the  better."  I  jumped  up  and 
went  on  deck,  when  I  saw  that  he  was  right.  We  accordingly  at  once 
made  all  snug.  Thick  clouds  were  banking  up  fix)m  the  westward  and 
southward,  which  soon  rushing  on  like  a  vast  army  sweeping  over  a 
devoted  country,  deluged  us  with  rain,  bringing  a  heavy  breeze,  which 
kicked  up  no  small  amount  of  sea.  The  wind  keeping  to  the  southward 
of  west  we  could  lay  our  course,  so  on  we  went  pitching  and  tumbling 
before  it  in  no  very  pleasant  manner  for  several  days. 

Fortunately  the  "Eanger"  was  well  found  in  every  respect,  and, 
proving  a  very  good  sea-boat,  showed  that  the  men  of  Nantucket  knew 
what  was  the  best  economy  in  the  end.  She  was  newly  painted,  and  had 
sixteen  ports,  so  that  at  a  distance  she  had  a  somewhat  formidable 
appearance ;  but  as  they  had  no  guns  to  them,  though  she  could  grin, 
she  could  not  even  bark,  much  less  bite.  If,  therefore,  we  fell  in  with  an 
enemy  I  saw  that,  should  we  not  be  able  to  escape  by  flight,  we  should 
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in  all  prol)al)ility  be  captured.  I  had  observed  that  my  friend  the 
skipper  had  been  in  better  spirits  than  at  first  He  spoke  frankly  to  me, 
as  he  did  to  the  crew,  and  seemed  to  be  on  good  terms  with  everybody. 
He  was  evidently  a  clever  man — ^foll  of  resources  of  all  sorts — above  his 
station  I  should  say.  He  had  been  brought  up  as  a  farmer,  and  had 
never  been  afloat  till  within  the  last  six  or  seven  years.  He  was  now  no 
contemptible  sailor.  His  next  move  would  probably  be  to  some  totally 
different  sphere,  where  he  would  take  a  step  higher  in  the  s6cial  scale. 
Such  is  the  career  of  many  a  New  Englander. 

I  had  turned  into  my  berth,  after  keeping  the  morning  watch  some 
days  after  this,  when,  as  I  awoke,  I  saw  Tom  Eockets  moving  about  in  the 
cabin. 

"  What  do  you  want,  Tom  V  I  asked. 

"  Hist,  sir,"  he  whispered,  "  I've  just  a  word  to  speak  to  you." 

"  Out  with  it  then,  my  man,"  I  said. 

**  It's  just  about  that  strange  skipper,  sir." 

"  Well,  go  on." 

"  He's  been  talking  to  me,  and  asking  if  I  wouldn't  like  to  go  and 
settle  in  a  land  of  liberty,  and  make  my  fortune,  and  no  longer  be 
subject  to  be  starved  and  flogged  and  ill-treated  on  board  of  a  man-of- 
war?" 

"  And  what  did  you  say,  Tom  V*  1  asked. 

"  I  told  him  just  simply  like  that  I  belonged  to  you,  that  I  would 
follow  wheresoever  yon  went^  and  that  if  you  thought  fit  to  go  and  settle 
in  his  country,  I'd  have  no  objection  to  go  too." 

"  That  was  right,  Tom.  If  he  speaks  to  you  again,  give  him  the  same 
sort  of  answer.  Don't  let  him  suppose  you  are  offended.  Has  he  spoken 
with  either  of  the  other  men  1" 

*'  With  all  except  Grampus ;  but  I  don't  think  he  has  made  much 
way  with  them.  The  old  man,  I  fancy,  sir,  guesses  what  he's  after,  and 
has  his  eye  on  him,"  answered  Tom. 

"  All  right,  then,  my  lad.  Keep  your  eyes  about  you,  and  let  me 
know  any  thing  you  observe,  but  don't  allow  the  skipper  to  find  out  that 
we  suspect  hinu" 

Tom  promised  to  follow  my  directions,  and  I  sent  him  on  deck,  while  I 
turned  out  and  dressed.    I  treated  Mr.  Scuttle  just  as  if  he  were  not 
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plotimg  against  me,  for  foiewamed,  I  felt  myself  foreaimed,  and  had  no 
lear  that  lie  could  do  me  any  hatm. 

That  day  the  wind  fell  considerably  and  we  again  had  fair  weather. 
The  next  morning,  while  I  was  at  breakfast,  (fld  Kol  hailed  down  the 
sky-light — ''  Would  you  just  come  on  deck  for  a  moment,  sir  1"  said  he. 

**  What  is  itr*  I  asked. 
^      '^  There's  a  sail  away  to  the  south-west,  and  I  don't  quite  like  the  looks 
of  her,"  answered  the  old  man. 

I  jumped  on  deck  in  a  moment.  I  was  not  long  in  making  out  a  brig 
under  all  sail  holding  the  same  course  we  were  on.  As  I  took  the  glass 
from  my  eye  I  found  Scuttle  standing  by  my  side.  ''  What  do  you  think 
of  her  f"  I  asked. 

''  Maybe  she's  a  whaler,  or  maybe  a  sealer,  or  a  merchantman  firom 
one  of  the  provincial  ports,  or  maybe  a  transport  with  British  red-coats 
aboard ;  but^  Mr.  Huny,  it  requires  a  man  with  a  longer  sight  than  I've 
got  to  tell  just  now  what  she  is,"  said  the  skipper,  in  the  long  drawling 
tone  of  a  Kew  Engiander. 

I  thought  that  there  was  something  ironical  in  his  tone  as  he  spoke, 
and  that  he  more  than  probably  knew  perfectly  well  all  about  the 
stranger.  "  Whatever  she  may  be,"  I  answered,  "  111  show  her  my  heels. 
Make  all  sail.  Grampus." 

"Ay,  ay,  sir,"  he  replied;  and  in  a  sjiort  time,  the  skipper  pulling 
and  hauling  with  as  good  a  will  as  the  rest,  we  had  every  stitch  of  canvas 
packed  on  the  sloop  which  she  could  carry.  I  fancied,  however,  that 
the  skipper  gave  a  knowing  look  at  me  as  he  went  forward,  as  much  as 
to  say,  "  You  may  make  all  the  sail  you  like,  but  it  won't  do."  At  all 
events,  I  soon  found  that  the  ''  Banger,"  though  a  very  good  sea  boat,  was 
a  tub  in  regard  to  saOing,  under-rigged  especially,  as  she  was,  for  greater 
convenience  in  handling. 

The  stranger  was  walking  up  to  us  fast.  As  the  morning  srm  fell  on 
her  sails  they  appeared  to  me  very  white,  and  to  have  a  wide  spread, 
and  I  began  to  hope  that  she  might  prove  an  English  man-of-war  brig. 
Another  two  hours,  however,  banished  any  such  hopes,  and  I  was  con- 
vinced, on  looking  at  Jotham  Scuttle's  countenance,  that  she  was  likely 
to  prove  his  friend,  but  my  enemy. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  her  now,  Mr.  Scuttle  1"  I  asked. 
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"  She's  a  brig,"  lie  answered  innocently. 

''Any  one  can  see  that  with  half  an  eye,"  said  I ;  ''but  what  is  shel 
Where  does  she  hail  from  1 "  * 

"  Well,  then,  maybe  sTie  hails  from  a  provincial  port,"  he  answered 
slowly.     "  I  should  not  be  very  much  surprised,  too,  if  she  carries  guns." 

"  A  rebel  privateer  or  pirate,  in  fact,"  said  I. 

"  An  American  privateer,  if  you  please,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  she  is,"  ^ 
he  replied ;  ''  in  two  or  three  hours,  I  guess,  you  will  find  it  safer  to 
call  lier  so,  at  all  events." 

''Well,  well,  we  will  see  about  that,"  I  remarked,  laughing  at  his 
coolness,  though  I  began  to  entertain  no  slight  apprehension  that  I  was 
about  to  lose  my  prize  and  to  become  a  prisoner  into  the  bargain. 

"  They've  got  their  new-fangled  flag  a-flying  from  their  peak,  sir,"  said 
Grampus,  stepping  up. 

On  looking  through  my  glass  I  made  out  the  star-and-stripe  covered 
ensign,  just  then  begun  to  be  carried  by  provincial  vessels,  flying  out 
proudly  from  her  gaff  end ;  while  several  ports  at  her  side  left  me  no 
longer  in  doubt  that  she  was  an  enemy  most  devoutly  to  be  wished  away. 
Do  ev#5rthing  I  could,  however,  to  increase  the  speed  of  the  "  Eanger," 
she  rapidly  came  up  with  us.  Still  it  was  not  in  my  nature  to  give  in 
while  a  chance  remained  of  escape.  Some  man-of-war  might  heave  in 
sight,  or  some  other  craft  the  privateer  might  think  more  worthy  of  ' 
chasing;  or  we  might  keep  a-head  till  daikness  came  to  my  help. 
The  chances  were,  however,  very  small  in  my  favour,  and  Mr.  Scuttle 
could  not  help  showing  his  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  the  probable 
change  in  our  fortunes.  I  went  aloft  and  swept  the  horizon  with  my 
glass  in  every  direction,  but  not  a  sail  appeared  in  sight.  The  breeze 
held  steady,  and  indeed  seemed  rather  inclined  to  increase  than  faU. 
My  heart  sank  lower  than  it  had  ever  done  before.  In  another  hour 
my  people  and  I  would  be  prisoners,  and  ]Mr.  Jotham  Scuttle  would  bo 
oflering  me  liis  conmiiseration.  He  was  speaking  to  my  two  men; 
doubtless  telling  them  they  had  nothing  to  fear.  I  felt  a  very  strong 
inclination  at  the  moment  to  pitch  him  overboard ;  I  wanted  some  ono 
on  whom  to  vent  my  vexation.  •  Poor  man !  however,  there  vrsa  in 
reality  much  to  admire  in  him.  In  another  half  hour  the  game  would 
be  up.    Suddenly  a  bright  idea  occurred  to  me.    I  had  often  seen  a  poor 
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oily  creakue  followed  by  a  troop  of  tuchina  ballooing  at  hia  keels  and 
mocking  him  with  theii  thoughtless  jests,  when  he  would  torn  round 
with  clenched  fists  and  grinning  lips,  and  they  would  take  to  ftn  igno- 
minious flight.  I  would  try  the  effect  of  a  similar  trick.  Descending  on 
deck,  I  oideied  Grampus  to  get  lines  fastened  to  all  the  ports,  so  that 
they  might  be  lifted  at  once.  As  soon  as  the  arnmgement  was  made  I 
put  the  sloop  about,  and  at  the  same  moment,  suddenly  lifting  aU  our 
ports — of  which,  as  I  have  said,  we  had  eight  on  a  side — under  all  sail, 
I  stood  boldly  down  towards  the  enemy.  Still  she  stood  on,  and  my 
heart  began  to  quake  for  the  success  of  my  manoeuyre. 

"  It  can't  be  helped,  sir,  I  fear,**  said  Grampus.     "  Wo  are  in  for  it."   c 

"  No,  no,"  I  exclaimed,  with  a  shout  of  joy.  "  It's  all  right.  Huxiah, 
my  lads !"  The  brig  had  taken  in  her  studden-sails  and  was  standing 
away  &om  us,  close  hauled  on  a  wind.  I  was  so  eagerly  watching  her 
that  I  did  not  see  what  had  become  of  fiiend  Scuttle.  I  was  aroused  by 
a  cry  &om  Tom  Eockets. 

"  Just  you  come  down,  master  !"  he  exclaimed. 

I  looked  up  and  caught  sight  of  the  skipper  and  his  boy  going  aloft  with 
knives  in  their  hands.  Their  intention  was  obvious.  It  was  to  cut  the 
halliards,  and  by  letting  the  sails  come  down  by  the  run,  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  brig  to  our  true  condition,  and  thus  bring  her  back  to  our 
capture.  Tom  had  got  hold  of  the  boy's  leg,  and  I  thought  would  have 
jerked  him  overboard.  Grampus  in  a  moment  was  after  the  master,  and 
before  he  had  reached  the  cross-trees  had  hold  of  him,  and,  wrenching  the 
knife  firom  his  hand,  had  hove  it  overboard.  Whatever  wero  the  thoughts 
and  intentions  of  my  two  other  men,  they  did  not  show  any  inclination  to 
side  with  the  skipper.  He  began  to  show  fight  and  to  kick  and  struggle 
not  a  little,  but  Grampus  had  held  on  with  his  teeth  in  too  many  a  gale 
while  close-reefing  top-sails  not  to  be  able  to  gain  the  mastery.  With 
threats  and  very  significant  signs  that  he  would  heave  him  overboard,  he 
at  length  forced  him  down  on  deck. 

"Now,"  said  I,  "Mr.  Scuttle,  I  should  be  justified  in  pistolling 
you  on  the  spot  for  the  pretty  trick  you  purposed  playing  me.  But 
I  wiU  not  unguro  you.  You  gave  me  warning,  I  remember,  what 
you  would  do,  so,  as  I  believe  you  to  be  a  man  of  honour,  pass 
me  your  word  that  you  will  attempt  no  further  treachery  and    I 
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will  not  ixguie  you.  Otherwise,  for  my  own  safety,  I  must  dap  yon 
in  limbo,  and  shoot  you  the  moment  I  find  you  again  at  any  such 
game." 

"  It's  very,  very  hard,"  he  answered,  folding  his  anns  on  his  bosom 
and  looking  wistfully  at  the  brig,  which  still  held  her  course  away  from 
us,  "  to  have  thought  that  I  should  get  back  my  yessel  and  see  my 
family  again  in  a  few  days  perhaps,  and  now  to  have  all  my  hopes  rudely 
swept  away  fix)m  me !    It's  hard — ^very,  veiy  hard  !" 

I  really  pitied  the  poor  man  and  would  on  no  account  hare  isgurcd 
him,  could  I  have  avoided  it. 

"Well,  Mr.  Hurry,  luck's  against  me,"  he  said  at  length.  "In  all 
things  regarding  the  navigation  of  the  vessel,  Fll  obey  you  feithfully  till 
we  reach  Halifax.     Then  you  have  nothing  more  to  fear  from  me." 

I  was  sure  that  I  could  tmst  him.  "  Then,"  said  T,  "  go  about  your 
duty,  and  I  will  take  no  notice  of  what  has  passed." 

Grampus,  Tom,  and  I  cheered  lustily  as  we  saw  the  brig  continuing  to 
stand  away  from  us,  and  the  men  joined  us,  though  I  suspect  the 
fellows  did  not  care  much  about  the  matter.  It  was  getting  towards 
evening.  I  longed  for  darkness,  for  I  never  felt  so  anxious  in  my  life. 
I  was  afraid  every  moment  that  the  people  of  the  brig  might  gain  courage 
and  turn  round  upon  us.  If  so,  we  should  be  worse  off  than  ever,  as  we 
should  not  have  a  chance  of  escaping.  Friend  Scuttle  eyed  the  brig  as 
anxiously  as  I  did,  though  with  veiy  different  wishes.  Still  we  held  on, 
looking,  I  doubt  not,  very  fierce,  and  the  privateer's  men  must  have  been  no 
less  anxious  to  get  away  from  us  than  we  were  from  them.  At  length 
evening  approached,  and  never  did  I  see  the  sun  set  with  so  much  satis- 
£eustion.  Gradually  the  shades  of  night  crept  over  the  ocean,  and  I  drew 
a  long  breath  as  the  brig  was  lost  to  our  sight  in  the  thickening  gloom. 
As  soon  as  I  was  certain  that  we  could  not  possibly  be  seen  I  ordered  the 
sloop  to  be  kept  away,  and  once  more  made  all  sail  to  the  northward, 
altering  my  course  a  few  points  from  that  I  hal  been  steering  when  first 
seen  by  the  brig,  lest  she  should  by  any  chance  be  looking  after  us  in  the 
morning.  Probably  the  privateer's  men  were  congratulating  themselves  at 
thus  easily  escaping  from  us.  As  I  gave  vent  to  my  feelings  in  a  hearty 
cheer  the  poor  skipper  exhibited  his  in  a  deep  groan,  and  then,  having 
assisted  in  making  sail,  turned  in  to  try  and  forgel;  his  sorrows  in  sleep. 
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The  weather  continued  fine  till  tiie  7th  of  the  month,  when  I  made 
the  land  about  five  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Halifax  harbour.  Soon 
after  this  the  wind  fell  and  we  had  a  stark  calm.  By  Mr.  Scuttie'a 
advice  I  fitted  a  couple  of  fishing-lines,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  with 
those  two  lines  alone,  caught  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  veiy  fine  cod. 
They  proved  a  welcome  addition  to  our  usual  salt-meat  fare.  Those  we 
could  not  eat  fresh  we  spHt  open  and  dried  in  the  sun,  and  they  thus 
served  us  for  food  for  several  days. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  the  weather  now,  Grampus  1"  said  I,  after  we 
had  been  fishing  for  some  time. 

"  I  don't  like  its  looks  at  all,  sir,"  he  replied  "  This  is  a  ticklish 
coast  at  all  times,  and  one  never  knows  what's  coming." 

*'  If  you  had  asked  me,  I  could  have  told  you  that  we  are  going  to  have 
wind,  and  fully  enough  of  it,"  observed  Mr.  Scuttie. 

He  had  got  into  a  mighty  free-and-easy  style  of  talking  of  late.  He 
was  perfectiy  right,  though  in  addition  to  the  wind,  which  sprung  up 
immediately  afterwards,  we  got  a  thick  fog,  which  totally  obscured  the 
land.  I  steered  a  course,  however,  which  I  hoped  would  carry  us  to  the 
harbour'smouth.  Weranon  for  some  time  and  then  hove-to,  that  we  might 
sound.  We  had  still  plenty  of  water,  so  I  stood  on  again.  At  last  the 
fog  lifted  a  little,  when  to  my  very  great  disgust  I  found  that  we  had  run 
three  leagues  past  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  We  endeavoured  to  tack 
back,  but  before  morning  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  sprung  up  directiy  off 
shora  It  was  impossible  to  beat  up  against  it,  so  I  stood  to  the  east* 
ward  all  that  day  and  night,  under  a  try-sail  and  storm-jib.  During  this 
time  the  gale  showed  no  signs  of  abating.  It  was  a  good  trial  to  our 
tempers,  at  all  events.  Grampus  vowed  that  there  was  some  old  witch  in 
Halifax  who  must  have  taken  a  spite  to  us  and  was  resolved  to  keejg  us 
out  of  the  harbour  as  long  as  she  could.  He  was  devising  all  sorts  of 
plans  for  exorcising  her,  but  none  seemed  likely  to  prove  satisfactory. 
In  the  morning,  the  weather  moderating  a  little,  I  stood  to  the  westward 
under  close-reefed  mainsail  and  double-reefed  foresail,  and  by  the 
evening  reached  at  length  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  ''There's  many  a 
slip  between  the  cup  and  the  lip."  We  were  congratulating  ourselves  on 
getting  all  snug  at  night,  when  once  more  the  wind  breezed  up  with  a 
thickish  fog,  and  as  we  were  then  in  only  forty  fathoms  of  water  I  was 
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obliged  again  to  nm  to  sea.  The  bad  weather  kept  me,  as  well  as  aU  the 
people,  on  deck,  for  not  knowing  what  might  occur  no  one  could  yentuie 
to  go  below.  Some  time  before  daylight  I  once  more  hauled  my  wind 
and  beat  up  towards  the  land.  By  the  evening  of  the  10th  we  were 
again  in  with  Jabucta  Head«  We  then  got  soundings  on  a  reef  of  rocks 
in  eight  &thoms  water,  but  so  worn  out  was  I  and  everybody  on  board 
that  I  ordered  the  anchor  to  be  let  go,  that  we  might  turn  in  and  get 
some  rest.  I  fully  expected  to  lose  my  anchor  and  cable,  but  when  I ' 
came  to  weigh  at  daylight  the  next  morning  I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
save  them  both.  I  now  fully  expected  to  get  safe  into  harbour,  but  as  I 
was  standing  up  Major^s  Beach  I  saw  a  Falmouth  packet  coming  down. 
The  temptation  of  speaking  her  and  sending  a  message  home  was  too 
great  to  be  resisted,  so  I  stood  over  towards  her.  As  the  sloop  was  going 
about  she  missed  stays  near  a  dangerous  reef,  and  to  prevent  her  driving 
on  the  rocks  it  was  necessary  to  be  quick  in  wearing.  In  doing  this  the 
boom  came  over  with  the  whole  main-sh^t  eased  off,  and  carried  it  away 
in  six  different  places.  This  accident  compelled  me  to  run  from  the 
narrow  channel  and  lost  me  the  opportunity  of  speaking  the  packet 
Once  more  making  sail,  and  the  wind  &vouring  me,  I  got  as  high  as 
Geoige's  Island,  when  a  sudden  squall  split  my  mainsail  This  compelled 
me  to  bring  up.  Manning  a  boat,  I  pulled  up  to  Halifax  to  look  out  for 
the  prize  agent,  into  whose  hands  I  was  to  deliver  the  sloop. 

I  parted  on  the  best  of  terms  with  Mr.  Jotham  Scuttle.  He  hoped 
to  find  some  Mends  in  Halifax  who  would  advance  him  money  to 
enable  him  to  buy  back  the  ''  Banger." 

« If  ever  you  come  to  Nantucket,"  said  he,  "ask  for  me,  and  if  I'm 
on  shore  there's  no  one  will  give  you  a  more  hearty  welcome." 

I  promised  that  I  would  not  forget  his  kind  invitation,  and,  after  a 
hearty  shaking  of  hands,  I  saw  no  more  of  him. 

I  found  the  whole  town  in  a  state  of  great  commotion,  as  the  immense 
fleet  there  collected,  of  men-of-war  and  transports,  with  a  large  army  on 
board,  were  on  the  point  of  sailing,  it  was  said,  on  an  expedition  which 
would  effectually  crush  the  rebels  and  bring  the  American  provinces  once 
more  into  complete  subjection.  That  I  might  not  be  lefb  behind  I  imme- 
diately reported  myself  to  my  Lord  Shouldham.  His  lordship  ordered 
me  at  once  to  come  on  board  the  "  Chatham,"  with  my  people.    I 
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▼€iy  speedily  lehimed  to  the  "Eanger"  and  again  got  back  to  the 
''  Chatham."  I  was,  however,  rather  ashamed  of  my  outfit,  as  it  was  not 
very  appropriate  to  the  atmosphere  of  a  flag-ship,  consisting,  as  it  did,  of 
one  old  uniform  soit^  four  shirts,  and  a  very  few  etceteras. 

The  fleets  I  fonnd,  was  bound  for  the  projected  attack  on  Xew  York.  It 
consisted  of  his  Majesty's  ships  **  Chatham,"  Eear- Admiral  Shouldham, 
of  the  White — she  had  on  board  Qeneral  Lord  Percy,  General  Pigot^ 
and  other  officers  of  rank — ^the  "  Centurion,"  the  "  Greyhound,"  which 
had  on  board  General  Sir  William  Howe,  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and 
brother  to  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  the  "  Eose,"  "  Senegal,"  and  "  Merlin," 
sloops  of  war,  and  nearly  two  hundred  sail  of  transports. 

Two  hours  after  I  got  on  board  the  whole  fleet  of  men-of-war  and  trans- 
ports made  sail  for  their  destination.  It  was  understood  that  we  were  to 
be  joined  at  New  York  by  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  who  was  on  his  way  out 
£com  England.  He  was  to  take  command  of  the  fleet,  while  his  brother^ 
the  general,  had  command  of  the  army.  The  two  together  were  to  act 
as  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  rebels,  and,  by  showing  them  the  ovoi- 
powering  force  marshalled  against  them,  to  endeavour  to  bring  them  to 
terms.  Although  the  rebels  had  been  for  so  long  able  successfully  to  set 
the  king's  forces  at  defiance,  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  people 
throughout  the  countiy  who  still  remained  loyal  to  their  sovereign, 
known  generally  under  the  designation  of  Tories,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  they  would  materially  aid  both  in  putting  down  the  rebellion  and  in 
winning  back  the  inhabitants  to  theu  allegiance.  The  rebel  army,  under 
the*  immediate  command  of  General  Washington,  held  New  York  and 
Long  Island  opposite  to  it,  as  well  as  the  acyacent  country.  I  believe  I 
knew  the  particulars  I  speak  of  at  the  time,  if  not  I  learnt  them  soon 
afterwards. 
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CHAPTER  rV. 

The  fleet  at  sea.— Troops  landed.-^ All  hope  of  peace  abandoned.-^pies  executed^— 
Boats  sent  to  watch  fire-ships.— Bqjoin  **  Orpheos." — Land  masters  of  merchant- 
men. — ^Fall  in  with  rebel  regiment.— Attack  fort  on  SalUran's  Island. — ^Heairy 
loss. — ^\^tness  attack  on  Brooklyn. — Drcadfal  sUnghter.— Bun  past  batteries  in 
East  Biver. — ^Txying  time. — ^Death  of  an  old  friend.— Ships  cannonaded. 

Fab  as  the  eye  could  leacli  the  white  sails  of  the  men-of-war  and  trans- 
ports dotted  the  blue  waters  of  the  Atlantic,  as  with  a  light  though 
favourable  breeze  the  fleet  steered  a  course  for  New  York.  We  might 
have  been  excused,  as  we  scanned  with  pride  the  yast  armament — ^the 
ships,  their  crews,  and  the  troops  in  prime  order  and  amply  supplied  with 
aU  the  munitions  of  war,  under  the  command  of  the  most  experienced 
leaders  England  could  send  forth — ^if  we  belieyed  firmly  that  victory  was 
destined  to  sit  proudly  on  our  standards.  Here  and  there  a  man-of-war 
might  be  seen  in  the  far  distance,  like  a  sheep-dog  on  the  heels  of  the 
flock,  firing  a  gun  now  on  this  side  now  on  that,  to  hint  to  any  laggers 
among  the  transports  to^make  more  sail,  but  generally  the  fleet  kept 
well  together.  On  the  13th  the  "Greyhound,"  with  General  Howe  on 
board,  parted  company,  to  hasten  on,  it  was  supposed,  to  mabe  arrange- 
ments with  Governor  Tryon  and  other  royalists  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
New  York  about  the  landing  the  troops,  and  did  not  return  to  the  fleet. 
It  was  not  till  the  2nd,  after  a  prosperous  voyage,  that  we  reached 
Sandy  Hook,  at  the  mouth  of  Baritan  Bay,  to  the  southward  of  the  narrow 
entrance  of  New  York  harbour,  where  we  found  at  anchor  his  Mcgesty's 
ship  *^  Phoenix  "  and  several  sail  of  merchantmen.  At  noon  on  the  4th 
the  signal  was  given  for  the  whole  fleet  to  weigh.  It  was  a  beautiful 
sight.  The  sky  was  blue,  the  sun  bright,  and  the  water  calm  and  clear. 
To  the  southward,  across  the  yellow  glittering  shore  of  Sandy  Hook, 
arose  the  bold  highlands  of  Neversink ;  on  the  larboard  bow  was  Staten 
Island,  with  green  fields,  feathery  woods,  and  sloping  hills,  sprinkled 
with  numerous  country  houses  and  villas,  built  mostly  by  the  old  Dutch 
settlers,  peeping  from  among  the  trees.    Ahead  were  the  Nairowa-Hsuch 
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is  the  appiopriate  name  given  to  the  channel  leading  to  Now  York — ^while 
moro  to  the  right  stretched  away,  till  lost  in  distance  to  the  north-east, 
the  low  sandy  coast  of  Long  Island,  with  a  fringe  of  dark  forest 
appearing  on  the  summit  of  its  centre  ridge  like  the  bristles  on  the  back 
of  a  wild  boar.  The  "  Chatham"  was  the  first  ship  to  make  sail,  and  the 
master  received  orders  to  steer  through  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  It  was  truly 
a  fine  sight,  as  the  admiral  and  the  generals,  with  their  brilliant  staffs  in 
rich  uniforms,  and  the  officers  of  the  ships  stood  crowding  on  the  decks, 
with  bands  playing  joyous  and  inspiriting  tunes  while  we  sailed  onward, 
the  crews  and  troops  on  board  that  numerous  squadron  cheering  lustily, 
their  hearts  beating  with  martial  ardour  under  the  belief  that  we  were 
advancing  to  the  immediate  attack  and  certain  conquest  of  New  York. 
AU  necessary  preparations  were  made  on  our  passage  up  for  landing,  but 
as  we  f^proached  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  some  change  seemed  to  be 
contemplated  in  the  arrangements,  and  at  sunset,  instead  of  entering  the 
KairowB,  the  signal  was  made  for  the  fleet  to  anchor  in  Gravesend  Bay  at 
the  south-west  end  of  Long  Island.  I  was  anxious  to  £eJ1  in  with  the 
"  Orpheus,"  once  more  to  get  on  board  her,  for  with  my  scanty  stock  of 
clothing  I  was  far  from  comfortable  in  the  flag-ship.  She  was,  however, 
away  on  a  cruise  and  might  not  possibly  return  for  some  time.  However, 
I  thereby  saw  and  heard  more  of  the  general  proceedings  than  I  should 
otherwise  have  done.  We  learned  soon  afterwards  that  on  this  very  day, 
the  4th  of  July,  1776,  thirteen  British  colonies  in  America  had  declared 
themselves  free  and  independent  States,  abjuring  all  allegiance  to  the 
British  Crown,  and  renouncing  all  political  connexion  with  the  mother 
country^  This  declaration  was  issued  by  the  celebrated  Congress,  oiga- 
nized  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  other  provincial  leaders,  consisting  of  represen- 
tatives from  the  above-mentioned  States  who  assembled  at  Philadelphia. 
The  resolution  was  passed  on  the  2nd,  but  it  was  not  till  the  day  I  speak 
of,  the  4th,  that  the  document  entitled  the  *'  Declaration  ol  Independence  " 
was  adopted  by  the  Congress  and  published  to  the  people.  It  was  the 
fatal  blow  which  severed  for  ever  that  vast  territory  from  Great  Britain. 
The  reasons  for  our  anchoring  and  the  troops  not  being  landed  were  known 
only  to  the  commanders-in-chief. 

At  daylight  on  the  5th  the  signal  was  made  for  the  whole  fleet  to  weigh. 
At  this  time,  it  must  be  understood,  the  rebels  held  the  shore  of  Long 
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Island  on  onr  8tarlx)aid  hand  in  considerable  fotce,  and  tbeie  were  bodies  of 
them  on  Staten  Island  on  the  krboard  hand,  which  forms  the  southern 
side  of  the  harbour.  It  was  a  fine  sight  to  see  the  fleet,  the  *^  Phoenix/' 
"  Rose,"  and  "  Senegal "  leading,  standing  for  the  channel  of  the  Narrows ; 
but  our  hopes  of  entering  into  action  were  again  disappointed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wind  falling  away  and  compelling  us  to  anchor.  At 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  however,  once  more  the  signal  was  made  to 
weigh,  the  flat-bottomed  boats  destined  to  land  the  troops  were  manned, 
and  in  the  same  order  as  before  we  proceeded  onwards.  The  moment  we 
entered  the  Narrows  the  rebels  opened  fire  on  us  from  field-pieces  and 
small  aims,  but  without  doing  ixs  much  ii^'ury,  but  very  few  men  on  board 
any  of  the  ships  being  killed.  By  seven  o'clock  we  had  dropped  anchor 
close  in  with  the  north  shore  of  Staten  Island,  and  were  actively  engaged 
in  landing  the  troops.  So  rapid  and  unexpected  had  been  our  movements 
at  the  last  that  a  body  of  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  nearly  three  hun- 
dred men,  were  unable  to  escape  and  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  first 
division  of  Grenadiers  who  landed.  The  army  at  once  encamped,  and  it 
was  difficult  to  say  what  great  movement  would  next  take  place.  We 
found  ourselves,  however,  at  once  engaged  in  active  warfare  on  a  small 
scale,  for  the  enemy  were  by  no  means  idle  and  the  troops  had  frequent 
skirmishes  with  them.  The  navy  also  had  work  enough  to  do,  and  of  a 
very  harassing  nature.  Frequently  I  had  to  spend  the  whole  of  the 
night  in  a  guard-boat  keeping  watch  on  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
especially  looking  out  for  the  approach  of  fire-ships,  which,  it  was  reported, 
they  were  about  to  send  down  in  the  hopes  of  destroying  the  fleet.  In 
the  day-time  we  were  employed  in  carrying  about  troops  and  throwing 
them  on  shore  in  diflerent  directions,  to  harass  and  distract  the  enemy,  so 
that  they  might  be  lees  prepared  when  the  real  attack  upon  them  was 
made.  On  the  12th  of  July  the  signal  was  made  for  the  ''Phoenix," 
"  Eose,"  and  "  Tryall "  to  get  under  weigh,  and  the  wind  being  favourable, 
they  stood  up  boldly  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson.  It  was  an 
exploit  of  no  slight  danger  and  difficulty,  and  was  watched  by  all  on  board 
the  fleet  with  breathless  interest.  As  they  got  within  reach  the  batteries 
of  Eed  Hook,  Powlea  Hook,  and  the  garrison  of  New  York  opened  an 
incessant  and  heavy  fire  on  them,  which  was  warmly  returned  by  the  ships. 
General  Washington  and  his  army  must  have  looked  with  no  litUo 
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Texation,  if  not  diBmay,  on  the  Bucceas  of  the  attempt^  as  it  exposed  the 
shores  of  the  Hudson  at  unexpected  points  to  our  attacks,  and  Captain 
Wallace  of  the  ''  Eose  "  was  well  known  for  the  annoyance  he  had  heen 
causing  the  inhabitants  of  the  New  England  coast  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  outbreak. 

On  the  day  of  this  occurrence  a  salute  £rom  each  of  the  ships-of-war 
gave  notice  that  Lord  Viscount  Howe  had  arrived.  He  superseded  Lord 
Shouldham  as  commander-in-chief.  He  had  come  out  fix>m  England 
expecting  to  join  his  brother,  the  general,  at  Hali&x,  but  finding  that  he 
had  sailed  from  thence  had  followed  him  here.  At  first  it  was  supposed 
that  warlike  operations  would  be  pushed  on  with  yigour,  but  soon  it  was 
reported  that  conciliatory  measures  were  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
the  general  and  admiral  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with  Greneral 
Washington,  Dr.  Fianklin,  and  other  leaders  of  the  rebels,  in  the  hopes 
of  bringing  them  to  terms. 

Officers  were  sent  with  flags  of  truce,  who  were  met  by  the  Americans 
each  time  in  a  barge  half-way  between  Goyemor's  Island  and  Staten  Island. 
Goyemor's  Island  is  a  small  island  in  the  centre  of  the  channel  between 
Brooklyn  and  New  York.  They  were  conducted  with  every  mark  of 
courtesy  to  the  American  generals,  but  the  rebels  had  already  committed 
themselves  too  far  to  allow  them  to  accept  of  any  terms  the  British 
Commissioners  had  it  in  their  power  to  offer.  The  Declaration  of 
Independence  had  for  ever,  indeed,  cut  the  last  link  which  bound  the 
colonies  to  England,  and  though  henceforward  they  might  be  reconciled, 
it  was  clear  that  it  must  be  in  the  character  of  separate  States.  It  was 
reported  on  board  that  the  admiral  had  addressed  a  letter  to  General 
Washington  as  simply  to  George  Washington,  Esq.,  and  that  the 
American  commander-in-chief  refused  to  receive  it,  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  at  the  head  of  a  regularly  constituted  army  and  could  only  receive 
communications  under  his  proper  title  of  generaL  Those  who  knew 
General  Washington,  as  I  afterwards  had  the  means  of  doing,  were 
aware  that  this  was  not  owing  to  pride  or  ostentation,  but  fix)m  the 
importance  in  the  critical  position  in  which  he  was  placed  of  keeping  up 
his  character  and  of  asserting  the  legality  of  the  cause  in  which  he  was 
engaged.  Whatever  might  have  been  then  said  of  that  truly  great  man, 
ample  justice  will  be  done  him  in  after  ages,  I  am  sure^  among  all  ranks 
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and  classes  of  opinion.  However,  as  I  do  not  piofess  to  write  a  history 
of  the  events  of  the  war  or  of  the  puhlic  characters  engaged  in  it,  I  will 
return  to  my  own  private  joumaL 

The  Americans  had  for  some  time  past,  as  I  have  mentioned,  been  pre- 
paring fire-ships.  This  we  knew  from  our  spies.  We  had  a  number  of 
them  on  shore,  or  rather,  there  were  a  number  of  royalists  who,  having 
no  wish  to  join  the  rebellion,  were  ready  by  every  means  in  their  power 
to  aid  in  putting  it  down.  A  considerable  number  of  these  had  been 
removed  by  the  rebel  authorities,  both  from  Long  Island  and  the  adjacent 
districts,  into  the  interior.  Many  were  imprisoned,  and  some  few  who 
had  been  discovered  communicating  with  our  party  were  executed  as 
spies.  Even  among  the  very  men  who  were  about  Washington  himself 
some  were  found  not  true  to  him,  and  it  was  reported  that  plots  had  been 
laid,  if  not  against  his  life,  at  all  events  against  his  liberty,  so  that  it  would 
not  have  surprised  us  had  he  been  brought  on  board  a  prisoner.  But  to 
return  to  the  subject  of  the  fire-ships.  On  the  night  of  the  10th  of 
August  I  had  been  put  in  charge  of  one  of  the  squadron  of  boats  always 
held  in  readiness  to  repel  any  attack  from  those  dangerous  ttigines  of 
war&re.  It  had  just  gone  four-bells  in  the  first  watch,  the  night  was 
cloudy  though  it  was  calm  and  sultry,  when  the  "Eagle,"  Captain 
Duncan,  made  the  signal  that  the  enemy's  fire-ships  were  approaching. 
The  officer  in  command  of  our  boat  squadron  repeated  the  signal 
''Give  way,  my  lads,  give  way!"  he  shouted,  and  away  we  all  pulled 
up  the  harbour.  It  was  necessary  to  be  silent  and  cautious  in  the 
extreme,  however,  as  soon  as  we  had  quitted  the  fleet.  We  made  the 
best  of  our  way,  for  time  might  be  of  importance.  The  night  was 
very  dark,  the  water  was  smooth  and  the  foam  which  bubbled  up  at 
our  bows  of  the  boats  and  fell  in  showers  from  the  blades  of  our  oars 
sparkled  brilliantly,  as  if  composed  of  grains  of  burnished  gold. 

Ahead  of  us  lay  the  devoted  city  against  which  our  arms  were  soon  to  be 
turned,  and  from  whose  neighbourhood  we  expected  every  instant  to 
see  the  fire-ships  issue  forth.  At  length  the  order  was  passed  from 
boat  to  boat  that  we  should  lay  on  our  oars  to  await  the  expected 
event.  Hour  after  hour,  however,  went  by.  Now  there  was  an  alarm 
that  some  dark  bodies  were  seen  moving  down  towards  us,  but  no 
vessels  made  their  appearance,  and  at  last  the  near  approach  of  dawn 
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warned  ns  tliat  it  was  time  to  pull  back  to  our  ships  to  escape  an 
attack  by  the  enemy.  TVe  of  course  kept  a  look-out  astern,  to  be 
certain  l^t  the  fire-sbips  were  not  following  us,  and  then  lay  on  our 
oars  again  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fleet.  Either  the  alarm  was 
a  false  one  or  the  rebels,  aware  of  our  preparations^  saw  that  it  would 
be  useless  to  send  out  the  fire^hips. 

This  was  the  last  night  I  was  thus  engaged,  for  on  the  13th  of 
August,  to  my  yery  great  satiBfaction,  my  eyes  fell  on  the  "  Orpheus  " 
standing  up  the  harbour  and  taking  up  her  berth  among  the  fleet  I 
did  not,  however,  get  my  dischaige  from  the  "  Chatham  "  till  the  follow- 
ing day,  when,  accompanied  by  old  Grampus,  Tom  Eockets,  and  my  two 
other  men,  I  lost  no  time  in  pulling  on  board,  after  an  absence  of  ten 
weeks.  I  was  warmly  greeted  by  my  messmates,  and  we  each  had  our 
adventures  to  recount.  She  had  taken  seven  prizes,  most  of  which  she 
brought  in  with  her.  Poor  Lee,  the  suigeon's  second  mate,  was,  they 
told  me,  at  the  point  of  death.  His  constitution  was  unfit  to  cope  with 
the  hard  life  to  which  he  was  exposed  in  the  navy.  He  died  soon  after- 
wards, and  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  we  carried  him  on  shore  on  Staten 
Island,  where  he  rests  in  an  unknown  grave  in  the  land  of  the  stranger. 

The  same  day  we  sailed  and  steered  a  course  for  Cape  May,  with 
the  intention  of  proceeding  up  the  Delaware  river  to  Philadelphia- 
My  account  of  the  way  in  which  I  had  lightened  off  the  privateer  highly 
delighted  my  shipmates,  and  Captain  Hudson  was  pleased  to  approve  of 
my  conduct.  We  had  on  board  forty  masters  of  merchantmen  which 
had  been  captured  by  the  different  ships-of-war.  They  were  mostly  very 
decent  men,  some  of  them  not  unUke  my  £iend  Mr.  Scuttle.  We  treated 
them  with  every  kindness  and  attention  in  our  power.  On  the  24th  we 
arrived  off  Cape  Henlopen,  opposite  Cape  May,  at  the  entrance  of 
Delaware  Bay.  Here  we  hove-to,  and  Captain  Hudson  ordered  me  to  go 
on  shore  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  land  the  masters  of  the  merchantmen. 

As  we  neared  the  shore  I  observed  a  body  of  men  drawn  up  as  if  pre- 
pared to  receive  me.  They  were  military,  but  had  it  not  been  for  fear  of 
hurting  the  feelings  of  the  people  who  were  with  me,  I  could  have  thrown 
myself  back  in  the  stem  sheets  and  ei^'oyed  a  hearty  flt  of  laughter.  Kot 
two  were  armed  or  dressed  alike.  Some  had  high-boots,  others  shoes, 
many  had  on  moccasins,  and  not  ajTew  jack-boots ;  several  had  their  legs 
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enoased  in  hay-bands ;  hats  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  graced  their  heads. 
Cocked  hats  and  round  hats  and  caps,  and  Spanish  hats,  and  helmets  even 
were  not  uncommon.  Some  wore  breeches  of  truly  Dutch  build,  others 
of  as  scanty  dimensions  as  could  cover  them — some  had  trousers,  and 
others  scarcely  any  coyering  to  that  portion  of  their  persona  Their  coats 
were  of  every  colour,  shape,  and  size.  Green  and  blue  and  brown  and 
grey ;  some  were  of  red,  though  not  a  littl&  soiled,  being  evidently  of 
ancient  date,  while  there  were  long  coats  and  great  coats  and  short 
coats  and  spencers  and  cloaks ;  indeed,  every  species  of  covering  invented 
to  hide  the  nakedness  of  the  human  body.  While  the  men  themselves 
were  tall  and  short  and  thin  and  stout  and  straight  and  crooked.  No  one 
had  been  refused  admission  into  the  corps.  Their  arms  were  as  various  in 
construction  as  their  costumes.  There  were  muskets  and  rifles  and  pikes 
and  matchlocks,  and  pistols  which  had  been  used  at  Gulloden,  and  some 
even,  I  fimcy,  in  the  civil  war  of  the  Commonwealth,  while  a  few  even 
had  contented  themselves  with  pitchforks,  scythes,  and  reaping-hooks.  The 
officers  were  as  independent  as  to  uniformity  as  the  men,  and  not  less  pic- 
turesque, though  more  comfortably  dressed.  Each  man  had  exercised  his 
own  taste  in  his  endeavour  to  give  himself  a  military  appearance,  though 
I  must  say  they  had  most  lamentably  failed  in  the  result.  I  honestly 
confess,  as  I  was  speaking  to  them,  that  I  was  forcibly  reminded  of  the 
appearance  my  old  shipmates  and  I  cut  when  we  first  presented  our- 
selves on  board  the  "  Torbay  "  at  the  commencement  of  my  naval  career. 

My  orders  were  to  land  the  prisoners  and  to  return  to  the  ship  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  had  therefore  time  only  to  exchange  a  few  words  with  the  officers, 
who  were  inclined  to  be  very  civil,  and  when  the  masters  of  the  vessels  told 
them  how  they  had  been  treated  on  board  the  ''  Orpheus  "  they  were 
still  more  disposed  to  be  friendly.  At  that  time  the  bitter  feeling 
against  Great  Britain,  which  it  must  be  owned  she  brought  on  herself 
by  her  iigustice  and  dictatorial  conduct,  had  not  then  been  so  univer- 
sally stirred  up. 

"  Now,  my  lads,"  shouted  the  commander  of  the  party  as  I  was  stepping 
into  my  boat,  ''that  young  officer  is  a  good  fellow  so  let  us  give  him 
three  cheera.*' 

''  Hip,  hip,  hip,  hurrah  1"  broke  from  the  throats  of  aU  the  regiment  in 
good  hearty  style. 
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I  tamed  round  as  I  was  shoTUig  off  and  bowed  and  waved  my  hht,  and 
I  parted  on  the  most  amiable  terms  from  those  heroes,  so  like  the  ragged 
regiment  headed  by  the  redoubtable  Sir  John  Falstaff. 

We  had  great  fan  on  board  as  I  described  them — ^Frank  Mercer  alone 
looked  graye. 

^'  Does  it  not  strike  you,"  said  he,  **  that  the  yery  £ftct  of  the  want  of 
uniformity  in  their  outward  man  shows  the  unanimity  of  sentiment 
which  pervades  them  and  makes  them  flock  round  the  standard  of  liberty 
to  defend  their  rights  as  freemen,  regardless  of  outward  appearance? 
Those  poor  fellows,  though  doubtless  very  inferior  to  regular  troops, 
would  not  shed  their  blood  less  willingly  or  behave  less  bravely  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy." 

^'  Oh,  you  are  a  rebel,  Mercer,  you  are  a  rebel!"  we  all  shouted; ''  don't 
talk  treason  here." 

"  I  only  talk  truth,"  answered  Mercer  gravely. 

Since  then  I  have  been  much  inclined  to  agree  with  him. 

We  had  a  speedy  voyage  back,  without  taking  a  prize,  and  reached 
Kew  York  harbour  on  the  27th  of  August  A  considerable  number  of 
ships-of-war  and  transports  had  arrived  during  our  absence,  having  on 
board  largo  reinforcements.  Among  them  were  a  large  body  of  Hessian 
troops,  who  had  been  hired  from  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel  and  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  especially  to  put  down  the  American  rebellion. 
They  were  well  disciplined,  but  fierce,  ruthless  troops,  who  murdered  and 
plundered  without  hesitation  whenever  they  had  the  opportunity,  and 
were  naturally  dreaded  and  hated  by  the  enemy.  Besides  the  troops 
which  had  come  from  Europe,  a  large  body  of  men  had  arrived  from  tho 
South,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who,  in  coi\]unction 
with  Sir  Peter  Parker,  had  retired  from  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
capture  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  which,  after  the  evacuation  of 
Boston,  it  was  considered  important  to  occupy.  I  afterwards  served 
under  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  heard  all  the  particulars,  some  of  which  I 
now  introduce  -to  make  jdj  brief  account  of  the  contest  more  complete. 

At  the  entrance  of  Charleston  harbour,  on  the  right  hand,  is  Sullivan's 
Island,  about  six  miles  below  the  city.  To  the  east  of  Sullivan's  Island 
is  Long  Island,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  creek  called  the  Breach. 
On  the  south-west  point  of  Sullivan's  Island  was  a  strong  fort,  though 
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composed  only  of  earth  and  palmetto  wood.  As  palmetto  wood  is  soft 
and  does  not  splinter,  it  was  especially  suited  for  the  purpose.  The 
squadron,  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  consisted  of  the  "Bristol,"  "  Experiment," 
"Active,"  "  Solebay,"  "  Actaeon,"  "  Syren,"  and  other  smaller  craft.  While 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  landed  his  troops  on  Long  Island  Sir  Peter  undertook 
to  attack  the  fort,  which  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Moultrie.  General 
Lee,  however,  with  a  laige  force,  had  by  rapid  marches  advanced  to  the 
protection  of  the  city.  The  "  Thunder-bomb  "  b^an  the  action,  dvam^ 
which  the  "  Sphinx,"  "  Syren,"  and  "  Actceon  "  ran  foul  of  each  other  and 
got  on  shore.  The  two  first  hauled  ofif,  but  the  "Actaeon  "  remained,  and  was 
ultimately  abandoned  and  burned.  The  fire  was  most  tremendous  and 
deadly  on  both  sides,  but  the  British  suffered  the  most ;  indeed,  seldom 
have  ships  been  exposed  to  a  more  terrific  battering,  or  stood  it  with 
greater  heroism  and  perseverance.  On  board  that  small  squadron  there 
were  no  less  than  sixty-four  men  killed  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  wounded.  At  one  time  on  the  deck  of  the  "  Bristol "  Sir  Peter 
himself  amidst  the  deadly  shower,  alone  stood  unhurt.  Captain  Morris,  of 
the  "  Actaeon,"  was  killed,  as  was  Lord  CampbeU,  late  governor  of  the 
province,  serving  as  a  volunteer  on  board.  Captain  Scott,  of  the 
"Experiment,"  lost  his  arm.  The  "Bristol"  was  completely  unrigged; 
her  guns  were  dismounted  and  her  top-masts  shot  away.  Li  vain 
Sir  Peter  looked  for  the  assistance  he  expected  from  Sir  Hairy.  Each 
time  the  troops  attempted  to  cross  from  Long  Island  they  were  foiled 
by  the  bold  front  presented  by  a  body  of  Americans  with  artillery. 
At  length,  the  carnage  growing  more  appalling  than  ever,  and  their  hope 
of  success  diminishing,  Sir  Peter  ordered  them  to  make  their  way  out  of 
action.  This  event  took  place  on  the  28th  of  June.  Other  unsuccessful 
attempts  were  made  to  capture  the  fort^  and  in  a  few  days  the  troops  were 
re-embarked  and  the  squadron  came  northward.  I  did  not  hear  that  the 
"Phoenix,"  "Eose,"  and  "TryaU"  did  much  execution  up  the  Hudson. 
They  had  some  encounters  with  the  enemy's  row-boats  and  exchanged 
shots  occasionally  with  the  troops  on  shore ;  while  they  had  constantly  to 
be  on  the  watch  at  night  to.  prevent  the  attack  of  fire-ships ;  but  their 
chief  object  was  evidently  to  survey  the  river,  to  enable  the  fleet  to 
proceed  upwards  if  necessary.  As  the  river  is  very  broad,  in  many 
places  expanding  into  almost  lakes,  they  were  able  to  anchor  at  all  times 
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oat  of  gun-shot  distance.     Having  accomplisKed  their  object,  they  left 

the  river  on  the  ISth,  exchanging  a  brisk  fire  with  the  forts  in  their 

passage. 

I  must  now  give  a  sketch  of  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  encounters  it 

lias  ever  been  my  lot  to  witness,  and  which,  had  we  arrived  a  day  later, 
I  should  have  missed  seeing. 

People  in  England  were  apt  to  fancy  that  the  rebels  were  officered  by 
a  set  of  .planters  or  merchants,  and  to  treat  them  accordingly  with 
superciliousness  and  contempt^  instead  of  which,  besides  Greneral  Washing- 
ton, there  were  many  who  had  been  engaged  from  their  youth  upward 
in  border  warfare,  not  only  with  Indians,  but  with  the  disciplined  troops 
of  France.  Many  had  aided  in  the  conquest  of  Canada,  while  others  had 
served  in  the  armies  of  England  and  other  European  poweis,  and  had 
experience  equal  to  those  to  whom  they  were  opposed,  wanting  only 
titular  or  official  rank ;  while  all  were  better  acquainted  with  the  country 
and  were  animated  with  the  warmest  patriotism  and  belief  in  the  justice 
of  their  cause.  Their  great  deficiency  was  in  the  discipline  of  their  men, 
who,  though  not  wanting  in  bravery,  had  but  little  discretion  and  no 
experience  in  general,  while  the  subaltern  officers  were  destitute  also  of 
the  same  necessary  qualities.  Some  of  their  regiments,  however,  had 
been  brought  into  very  fair  discipline,  and  were  well  officered.  The 
great  fault  of  the  British,  I  must  remark,  as  I  shall  have  frequently  to  do, 
was  over-confidence  and  a  contempt  of  the  foe  with  whom  they  were 
contending.  On  the  present  occasion,  however,  no  imputation  of  that 
sort  could  be  cast  on  the  British  commanders.  The  main  body  of  the 
Americans  were  entrenched  in  a  strong  position  at  Brooklyn,  at  the  end 
of  Long  Island,  directly  opposite  New  York,  from  which  it  is  divided  by 
a  strait  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  called  East  Eiver. 
Directly  down  the  centre  of  the  island  is  a  ridge  of  rocky  hills,  covered 
■with  wjood.  Across  these  hills  were  three  roads  leading  jfrom  the  side  of 
the  island,  opposite  Staten  Island,  where  our  troops  would  naturally  land. 
These  three  passes  were  held  by  different  bodies  of  American  troops. 
The  whole  American  force  was  under  the  command  of  General  Putnam,  . 
though  it  was  said  Washington  himself  frequently  crossed  from  New 
York  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  position.  Previous  to  the  27th  a  large 
portion  of  our  army,  including  two  brigades  of  Hessians,  had  crossed 
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over  from  Staton  Island,  and,  landing  between  Gravesend  and  Flatland, 
some  of  tliem  encamped  in  that  neighbourhood,  while  the  Hessians 
pushed  on  to  a  place  called  FlatbusL  On  the  evening  of  the  26th  the 
whole  army  advanced,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  leading  the  light  infantry, 
Lord.  Percy  following  with  the  grenadiers,  flying  artilleiy,  and  light 
dragoons,  while  Lord  Comwallis,  accompanied  by  Lord  Howe,  brought 
up  the  rear-guard  with  the  heavy  ordnance.  About  two .  hours  before 
daybreak  they  arrived  at  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hills,  when  they  dis- 
covered that  the  pass  to  the  east,  called  the  Bedford  Pass,  was  un- 
occupied. Heat  once  led  his  division  through  it,  and  thus  turned  the  lefb 
of  the  American  position.  Li  the  meantime  General  Grant  had  advanced 
with  another  division  from  Gravesend  past  Gowanus  Cowe,  on  the 
TOad  by  the  Karrows  towards  the  right  of  the  American  position.  As 
soon  as  it  was  daylight  he  formed  his  troops  directly  opposite  the  enemy, 
where  he  waited  to  hear  that  Sir  Henry  had  commenced  the  attack. 
General  De  Heister,  who  commanded  the  Hessians,  had  kept  up  a  hot  fire 
with  his  artillery  on  a  redoubt  in  front  of  the  lines  firom  his  camp  at  flat- 
bush,  which  he  ultimately  stormed,  while  Lord  Comwallis,  advancing  on 
the  centre,  was  bravely  opposed  by  Lord  Stirling  who  had  taken  up 
arms  on  the  side  of  the  Americans.  One  of  our  ships  was  all  the  time 
discharging  a  heavy  cannonade  on  the  battery  at  Ked  Hook,  near  which 
wo  also  were  brought  up  to  join  in  the  action  had  it  been  necessary,  and 
whence  &om  the  maintop,  where  I  with  others  had  gone,  I  had  a  tolerably 
perfect  view  of  many  of  the  proceedings.  Hemmed  in  on  all  sides,  as  I 
have  described,  and  pressed  on  by  overwhelming  numbers  of  disciplined 
troops,  the  Americans,  after  a  desperate  and  brave  resistance,  at  len^h 
gave  way,  and  then  commenced  a  most  indiscriminate  and  dreadful 
slaughter.  They  were  cut  down  and  trampled  on  by  the  cavalry, 
bayoneted  by  the  savage  Hessians,  and  torn  in  pieces  by  the  artillery. 
Some  rallied  for  a  time  and  defended  themselves  with  their  rifles,*  behind 
rocks  and  trees,  and  at  length,  by  a  despemte  eflbrt,  cut  their  way  through 
their  foes  to  the  lines.  Lord  Stirling,  who  had  fought  bravely  through- 
out the  day,  surrendered  himself  as  a  prisoner  to  General  De  Heister, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  brave  fellows  he  had  led  lying  dead  around 
him.  General  Sullivan  and  several  other  oJQ&cers  were  taken,  endeavour- 
ing to  covor  the  retreat  of  their  troops.    The  enemy  in  all  lost  in  killed 
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alone  full  fifteen  hundred  men  besides  others  'vrho  were  smothered 
in  the  mud  as  they  were  endeavouring  to  escape  &om  the  Hessian 
bayonets.  These^  with  wounded  and  prisoners,  made  up  their  loss  to 
nearly  three  thousand  men  out  of  scarcely  more  than  five  thousand 
engaged. 

It  is  a  dreadful  sight  to  witness  slaughter  such  as  this  was,  when  one's 
blood  is  cold  and  one  sits  a  mere  spectator  of  the  fight  I  felt  all  the 
time  more  inclined  to  side  with  the  poor  Americans  as  they  were  flying 
from,  our  victorious  troops  than  to  wish  for  the  success^  of  the  latter.  I 
heard  a  deep  groan  near  me  as  I  was  seated  in  the  maintop.  I  looked 
round.  It  was  Frank  Mercer.  He  was  as  pale  as  death.  I  thought  he 
would  have  fallen  on  deck.  At  times  he  would  shade  his  eyes  with  his 
hand,  and  then  again  he  would  gaze  earnestly  at  the  dreadful  sight  as  if 
unable  to  resist  its  horrid  &scination.  Of  course  I  have  not  described  half 
the  events  of  the  day. 

The  Jimericans  retreated  within  their  lines  and  the  British  troops  ad- 
vanced dose  up  to  them.  It  was  supposed  that  General  Howe  would  give 
the  order  to  storm  the  works.  Had  he  done  so  at  once  they  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  taken,  and  though  with  some  considerable  loss  of  life, 
it  might  have  prevented  much  subsequent  greater  loss.  However,  it  ap- 
peared that  he  had  resolved  to  attack  the  lines  by  regular  approaches. 
General  Washington,  seeing  the  inevitable  result,  made  a  masterly  retreat 
with  the  whole  garrison  across  the  sound  to  New  York  during  the  night, 
favoured  by  calm  weather  and  a  thick  fog.  Notice  was  brought  in  the 
morning  to  General  Howe  of  what  had  occurred,  and  when  one  of  his 
oide-de-camps,  who  was  sent  to  ascertain  the  fact,  climbed  over  the  crest 
of  the  works  he  found  them  of  a  truth  deserted.  The  next  day  no  less 
than  thirteen  hundred  Americans  were  buried  in  one  laige  pit,  while  many 
more  had  been  lost  in  the  creek  and  swamp  near  the  lines. 

It  was  the  general  opinion,  both  in  the  camp  and  fleet,  that  had  the 
army  at  once  been  pushed  forward,  a  speedy  and  happy  conclusion  would 
have  be^n  brought  to  the  war.  There  were  all  sorts  of  reports  current. 
Among  them  it  was  said  that  the  city  was  about  to  be  abandoned  and 
burnt  to  the  ground,  to  prevent  our  troops  occupying  it  for  the  winter. 
This  proceeding,  however,  the  inhabitants  strongly  opposed,  as  all  their 
property  would  thereby  have  been  destroyed.    I  must  not  delay  the  pro  • 
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gress  of  my  nanaiiye  to  mention  the  yarions  reports  of  all  sorts  wliich 
were  flying  about. 

On  the  30th  we  again  put  to  sea,  Captain  Jludson  having  under  his 
command  the  "  Niger  "  and  "  Greyhound  "  frigates.  We  cruised  off  Sandy 
Hook  without  meeting  with  any  occurrence  worth  noting  till  the  3rd  of 
September,  when  we  returned  to  Sandy  Hook.  Here  we  received  orders 
once  more  to  proceed  to  sea,  to  look  out  for  a  fleet  of  transports,  with  a 
division  of  Hessians  on  board,  daily  expected  from  Europe,  under  convoy 
of  the  "  Eepulse."  We  fortunately  fell  in  with  them  on  the  following 
morning,  and  returned  in  their  company  to  Gravesend  Bay. 

On  the  8th  we  moved  up  to  Staten  Island,  and  we  began  to  hope  that 
we  at  length  might  be  engaged  in  some  more  active  service  than  we  had 
hitherto  seen. 

"  Have  you  heard  the  news  t "  exclaimed  Delisle  two  days  afterwards, 
as  I  came  on  deck  for  the  first  time  that  morning. 

I  inquired  what  it  was. 

"  We  are  to  move  up  at  once  opposite  New  York  and  to  prepare  the 
ship  for  running  past  the  batteries  up  the  East  River. 

"  Hurra  1  the  hotter  the  better ;  anything  better  than  stagnation  \"  I 
exclaimed. 

"  Mercer,  have  you  made  your  will  t  **  asked  Kennedy,  as  the  two  met 
each  other  near  ua 

"  Yes,  Kennedy,  I  have,"  answered  Mercer  gravely.  "  It  may  not  be 
to-day  or  to-morrow  that  it  wiU  come  into  force,  but  it  may  before  long, 
and  I  wish  that  those  I  may  not  help  living  may  benefit  by  my  death." 

Kennedy  had  nothing  to  reply  to  this;  Mercer's  solemn  manner 
silenced  him. 

"  What  does  Mercer  mean  ?  Does  he  think  he  is  going  to  be  killed  9" 
asked  little  Harry  Sumner,  who  was  standing  by. 

"  It  may  be  the  lot  of  any  one  of  us,  my  boy,"  said  I.  "  Though  I 
hope  the  enemy's  shot  won't  find  you  out  at  all  events." 

"  I  hope  not  indeed,"  replied  Harry.  '  I  should  like  to  go  home  and 
describe  all  the  places  I  have  seen  and  the  things  we  have  done." 

As  I  lcA)ked  at  our  young  pet  I  felt  how  hard  a  thing  it  was  that  so 
small  a  lad  should  be  exposed  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  warfare. 

Alacallan  had  overheard  us.     ^'  It's  my  opinion  that  Mercer  has  seen 
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his  wraitli,''  lie  remarked  sententiooslj.  "There's  a  grave^  dour  look 
alx)ut  Us  pale  countenance  which  a  man  who  is  long  for  this  world  never 
iBTcars." 

We  all  agreed  that  there  was  too  much  truth  about  the  doctor's  obser- 
vation, though  we  trusted  he  might  be  mistaken.  I  have  heard  many 
conversations  of  this  sort,  and  many  of  my  shipmates  and  others  whom  I 
liave  known  have  had  presentiments  of  their  approaching  death.  Some 
have  been  killed  on  the  occasion  they  expected,  while  others  who  appeared 
equally  certain  of  being  summoned  away  have  come  out  of  action  without 
a  scratch.  Others,  again,  whom  I  have  seen  laughing  and  jesting  as  if 
they  had  a  long  lease  of  life  before  them,  have,  within  a  few  hours  perhaps, 
been  stretched  lifeless  on  the  deck. .  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  there- 
fore, that  no  one  can  tell  when  his  last  moment  is  to  come,  and  that  con- 
sequently it  behoves  us  all  to  be  prepared  at  all  times  for  that  unavoid- 
able occurrence. 

Among  the  ships  lying  near  us  was  the  ''  Eoebuck,"  of  44  guns,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Andrew  Snape  Hamond,^  a  very  active  and  intelli- 
gent officer.  I  knew  several  of  her  officers.  Among  them  was  an  old 
friend  of  mine,  Hitchcock,  belonging  to  Falmouth.  I  dined  with  him  a 
day  or  two  after  this,  and  in  return  invited  him  to  dine  with  me  on  board 
the  "  Orpheus." 

"  I'll  come,"  said  he ;  "  depend  upon  me,  111  not  let  the  rebels  stop 
me." 

"  I  shall  keep  you  to  your  promise,"  I  replied,  as  I  was  shoving  off. 

We  had  prepared  the  ship  for  action  for  some  days  by  clearing  away  all 
bulkheads  fore  and  afb,  and  sending  everything  not  absolutely  required 
below.  Still  several  days  passed  by  and  nothing  was  done.  It  was  un- 
derstood that  Lord  Howe  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  negotiating  at  this  time,  as 
the  result  proved,  without  any  effect.  Lord  Howe  to  the  last  was  anxious 
to  prevent  more  bloodshed,  and  hoped  to  bring  the  colonists  to  terms,  but 
as  they  now  considered  themselves  an  independent  people,  and  he  had  no 
authority  to  treat  with  them  in  that  capacity,  he  was  powerless. 

At  length,  on  the  2l8t  of  September,  towards  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 

1  Afterwards  Sir  Andrew  Hamond,  Bart.,  and  father  of  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Graham 
Hamond,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  and  grandfather  of  the  present  Captain  Sir  Andrew 
Hamond,  Bart. — [Editor.] 
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noon,  the  admiral  made  the  signal  for  ns  to  weigh.  Each  man  with 
alacrity  hurried  to  hia  quarters.  Never  was  sail  more  speedily  got  on  the 
ship.  The  "Phoenix,"  "Roebuck,"  " Carrisfort,"  and  "Rose "were 
seen  spreading  their  canvas  at  the  same  time  to  a  very  light  air  which 
hlew  from  the  westward.  I  must  try  and  describe  the  scene  of  our 
operations.  Before  us  lay  a  long,  narrow  strip  of  land  called  Manhattan 
Island,  about  thirteen  miles  long  and  from  half  a  mile  to  two  wide,  on 
the  south  end  of  which  stands  the  City  of  New  York,  while  on  the  north 
end  are  some  hills  called  the  Harlem  Heights.  It  is  divided  firom  the 
mainland  on  the  north  by  a  creek  called  the  Harlem  River,  over  which 
there  is  a  bridge  called  King's  Bridge.  The  west  of  Manhattan  Island  is 
washed  by  the  River  Hudson,  which  separates  it  from  the  New  Jersey 
shore,  while  part  of  the  Soimd,  which  is  called  the  East  River,  runs 
round  it  on  the  south  and  east,  dividing  it  from  Long  Island,  till  it  is 
joined  by  the  Harlem  River  on  the  north.  The  Harlem  River  forms  a 
direct  communication  between  the  Hudson  and  East  River.  That  part  of 
it  nearest  the  Hudson  was  6alled  by  the  Dutch  Spuyten  Duyvel  Creek, 
while  the  east  end,  where  it  joins  East  River,  has  the  still  less  pleasant 
sounding  name  of  Hell  Gate.  Near  it  was  a  strong  battery.  Nearly  in 
the  centre  of  East  River,  opposite  the  south  point  of  New  York,  is  Go- 
vernor's Island,  which  was  strongly  fortified.  There  were  batteries  along 
the  whole  line  of  the  shore  on  Manhattan  Island.  Slowly  and  solemnly 
our  squadron  approached  the  shore.  Perfect  silence  reigned  throughout 
the  ship.  For  some  time  not  a  shot  was  fired.  Captain  Hudson  had  been 
keeping  a  sharp  look-out  on  the  enemy's  batteries  as  we  approached. 

"  Pass  the  word  along  the  decks  that  every  man  and  officer  i3  to  lie 
down  at  his  quarters !"  he  exclaimed. 

The  judicious  order  was  at  once  obeyed.  The  same  precaution  was 
not  used  by  the  other  ships.  At  half-past  three,  when  we  were  within 
pistol-shot  of  the  city,  the  enemy  opened  their  fire.  We  were  so  close  and 
moved  so  slowly  that  scarcely  a  shot  missed  us,  literally  riddling  the  ship, 
as  if  we  had  been  a  butt  put  up  to  be  fired  at. 

"  How  do  you  like  this  1 "  I  asked  of  young  Sumner,  who  was  near  me, 

"  Not  at  all  just  now,"  he  answered.  "  I  only  wish  that  the  captain 
would  let  us  get  up  and  fire  back  on  the  enemy.  I  thought  that  was 
always  done  when  people  fight." 
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''  Sometiines  one  has  to  he  battered  at  aa  well  as  to  batter,  as  in  the 
present  instance^"  I  answered,  "  But  depend  on  it,  we  shall  be  allowed  to 
take  our  revenge  before  long" 

*'  Oh,  I  wish  those  dreadful  cannon-balls  would  not  come  so  close  to 
one,"  sung  out  poor  Harry,  half  playfully,  half  in  earnest,  as  a  round  shot 
came  crashing  through  the  bulwark  cbse  to  where  we  lay,  throwing  the 
splinters  about  us,  ploughing  up  the  deck,  and  passing  out  at  a  port  on 
Uie  other  side. 

"  I  thought  you  were  not  going  to  be  firightened,  Hany,  my  boy," 
saidL 

"  Jfor  should  I,  I  tell  you,  if  I  could  but  be  firing  in  return,"  he  an- 
swered. "  Besides,  it  is  the  first  time  I  was  ever  in  action,  and  I  have 
heard  that  the  bravest^men  are  apt  to  bob  their  heads  on  such  occasions. 
Perhaps  when  I  get  accustomed  to  it  I  shall  care  as  little  as  any  one  for 
it" 

"  I  have  no  doubt  you  will,  Harry,"  I  replied ;  and  most  truly  the  noblo 
little  fellow  did  not  disappoint  my  expectations.  With  proud  defiance 
the  squadron  continued  its  onward  course,  still  desisting  from  firing;  as  if 
invulnerable  to  the  showers  of  round  shot  and  bullets  which  came  whistling 
about  them.  The  enemy  were  in  general  firing  too  high  to  do  much  in- 
jury except  to  our  rigging ;  the  splinters  which  flew  from  our  topmasts 
and  yards  and  came  showering  down  every  now  and  then  on  deck,  and 
the  strange  festoons  our  rigging  began  to  form,  the  ends  of  ropes  hanging 
here  and  there,  and  the  numerous  holes  exhibited  in  our  sails  showed  the 
effect  their  unremitting  fire  had  caused.  Sometimes  the  wind  was  so 
light  that  we  had  little  more  than  steerage  way,  when  instantly  guns  were 
brought  round  to  attack  us.  Still  we  had  not  pejformed  half  oxa  distance. 
I  must  own  that  never,  when  in  chase  of  an  enemy,  or  when  attacked 
by  gun-boats,  or  when  finding  my  ship  set  on  shore  by  a  strong  current, 
have  I  more  earnestly  prayed  than  now  for  a  breeze  to  carry  us  onward. 
Nothing  so  much  damps  the  ardour  of  men  as  having  to  sit  quiet  and  be 
fired  at  without  having  the  power  of  returning  the  compliment.  Few  can 
stand  it  except  Turks  and  Englishmen ;  Turks  because  they  fancy  it  is 
their  fate,  Englishmen  because  they  know  it  is  their  duty.  As  the  shot 
came  crashing  among  us  and  the  blocks  and  splinters  from  the  spars  and 
other  parts  of  the  rigging  came  tumbling  down  on  our  heads,  a  growl 
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might  every  now  and  then  be  heard  from  some  of  the  seamen  very  like 
that  given  by  a  savage  dog  chained  up  as  a  stranger  approaches  his  kennel 
and  he  finds  after  repeated  trials  that  he  has  come  to  the  length  of  his 
tether.  I  really  felt  it  a  relief  when  I  had  to  move  about  the  decks  on 
any  duty,  as  was  the  case  occasionally  when  a  slight  shift  of  wind  or  an 
alteration  in  our  course  made  it  necessaiy  to  trim  sails,  though  I  was 
thus  exposed  to  a  much  greater  risk  of  losing  the  number  of  my  mess. 
Not  a  man  could  show  his  head  above  the  hammock  nettings  but  he  was 
sure  to  become  the  mark  of  a  hundred  riflemen  who  were  poking  out  their 
weapons  from  the  windows  of  the  houses  which  looked  so  peaceably  at 
us.  As  I  went  about  the  decks  I  amused  myself  by  remarking  the  dif- 
ferent expressions  worn  by  the  countenances  of  the  men.  With  respect 
to  the  greater  number  it  was  that  of  calm  indifference,  as  if  not  aware  that 
they  were  running  any  unusual  risk  of  their  lives.  Some  seemed  to  see 
the  danger,  but  to  brave  it ;  many  were  laughing  and  joking  among  them- 
selves, while  a  few,  and  only  a  few,  were  evidently  in  no  small  terror  of 
being  hit  I  passed  near  Tom  Eockets.  His  countenance  told  me  that  I 
need  have  no  fear  of  his  doing  me  discredit.  Old  Grampus  was  near  him, 
looking  as  calm  as  if  he  was  sitting  down  to  his  dinner. 

"  I  have  been  telling  the  youngster,  sir,"  said  he,  "  that  one  of  the  first 
things  a  seaman  has  to  learn  is  how  to  bear  the  hardships  it  may  please 
Providence  to  send  him,  whether  he  has  to  be  shot  at,  as  he  has  now,  or 
to  suffer  famine  on  a  raft  or  desert  island,  or  to  have  the  sea  breaking  over' 
him  on  a  wreck  or  on  the  cold,  slippery  rocks.  Maybe  he'll  have  to  try 
them  all  before  he  settles  down  with  a  wooden  leg,  ashore  in  his  own 
cottage,  or  bears  up  for  Greenwich,  as  I  hopes  to  do  one  day." 

Tom  listened  to  this  very  gravely,  but  I  suspect  old  Nol  had  been 
amusing  himself  somewhat  at  his  expense.  Hour  after  hour  passed  by, 
and  the  ship  proudly  held  on  her  course  round  ^lanhattan  Island  till  we 
reached  the  eastern  side  beyond  the  city,  where,  at  a  spot  called  Kip's 
Bay,  about  two  miles  from  it,  the  squadron  at  length,  at  about  seven  o'clock, 
dropped  anchor  in  front  of  a  long  line  of  entrenchments  which  the  enemy 
had  thrown  up. 

Captain  Hudson,  having  to  communicate  with  Captain  Hamond,  sent 
me  on  board  the  "Roebuck."  Having  delivered  my  message,  I  inquired 
for  my  friend  Hitchcock. 
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''  He  is  here/'  said  Collins,  a  midshipman  I  had  addressed,  lifting  up 
an  ensign  whiah  was  spread  near  the  mainmast. 

There  lay  the  poor  fellow  who  was  to  have  dined  with  me  that  day,  so 
lately  full  of  life  and  spirits,  now  stiff  and  stark.  A  rifle-bullet  had 
passed  through  his  heart  Several  other  men  had  been  killed  and 
wounded  on  board.  Such  is  one  of  the  chanoes  of  war.  I  returned 
sadly  on  board  my  own  ship.  In  those  days  such  an  occurrence  had 
but  a  very  transitory  effect. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  found  that  we  were  to  be  stationary  for  a  while, 
some  guns  were  brought  Up,  which  began  playing  on  us,  and  kept  up  a 
no  very  musical  serenade  during  the  night:  The  shots  struck  the  ships 
occasionally ;  but  the  guns  were  very  badly  served,  and  did  little  or  no 
execution.  Their  music  did  not  prevent  me  sleeping  soundly,  and  pre- 
paring to  take  my  share  in  the  hot  work  in  which  we  were  about  to 
engage. 

The  next  day  we  received  orders  to  attack  the  batteries  at  Hell  Gate. 
Lord  Howe  could  not  have  been  informed  of  the  true  nature  of  the  place, 
or  he  would  not  have  issued  the  order.  The  pilots,  however,  positively 
refused  to  take  up  the  ships,  asserting,  and  not  without  good  grounds, 
that  they  would  inevitably  be  lost.  At  all  events,  I  believe  that  by 
their  determination  we  escaped  a  severe  chastisement  from  the  enemy. 
We  therefore,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  cannonading,  spent  another 
quiet  night  with  whole  skins  in  Slip's  Bay. 
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CHAPTEK  V. 

A  bright  morniDg  and  a  dark  day. — Attack  on  New  York. — 'Metcet  ahowt  hia  eympatliy 
with  the  Americans. — ^The  battle  rageB.~Field  of  battle.— Asnrt  -  a  wounded 
American. — Fired  at  by  onr  friends. — ^Another  tnp  on  shore. — Fall  into  the  hands 
of  Hessian  troops. — ^Rescued  by  General  Pigot. — Sent  with  despatches  to  Lord 
Howe. — My  boat's  crew  mutiny. — ^New  York  on  fire. — ^Treatment  of  supposed 
incendiariee. — Remarks  on  the  war.^The  condemned  spy. — Mercer  pleads  for  him 
in  vain. — His  execution. 

By  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd  of  September,  1776,  every 
one  was  astir.  The  sultry  atmosphere  alone,  even  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, would  have  made  us  glad  to  leave  our  berths.  It  had 
become  known  that  a  combined  attack  by  the  land  and  sea  forces  was  to 
be  made  on  the  enemy.  The  mighty  sun  rose  over  Long  Island  in  a  blaze 
of  glory,  and  shot  upward  into  a  cloudless  sky  as  the  anchor  was  lifted. 
Fold  after  fold  of  our  white  canvas  was  let  fall,  and  the  other  ships 
of  the  squadron  following  our  example,  we  once  more  moved  onward 
along  the  shore  of  Manhattan  Island. 

The  scene  was  one  of  great  beauty.  The  rays  of  the  bright  luminarj 
fell  on  the  wood-crowned  heights  of  Harlem  on  one  side,  and  of  Morrissania 
on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  throwing  the  promontories  into  bold  relief, 
and  the  bays  and  inlets,  with  which  the  coast  is  indented,  into  deeper 
shade,  while  rich  fields,  and  meadows,  and  orchards,  as  they  basked  in 
the  soft  morning  light,  gave  the  whole  landscape  an  appearance  of  calm- 
ucss  and  peace,  soon  to  be  broken  by  the  rude  realities  of  fierce, 
unrelenting  warfare. 

As  soon  as  we  weighed  anchor  the  troops  of  the  enemy,  who  had  been 
watching  us  under  arms  since  dawn,^  began  to  march  along  the  shore 
close  to  us,  regardless  of  the  danger  they  ran  of  destruction,  for  had  we 
opened  our  broadsides,  we  might  have  played  sad  havock  among  them. 
They  were  not  quite  so  fantastically  dressed  as  my  friends  at  Gape  Hen- 
lopen,  but  still  there  was  a  very  great  variety  of  costume,  and  a  lamen- 
table want  of  discipline  among  them.     If  the  front  rank  did  not  advance 
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fast  enough,  the  rear  vould  give  them  a  shove  or  a  kick  to  urge  them 
on,  all  the  time  making  significant  and  not  very  complimentary  signs  to 
OS  to  come  on  shore  and  fight  them,  while  they  tried  to  express  their 
supreme  contempt  for  us  hy  every  means  in  their  power,  shouting  out 
taunting  words,  and  ahusing  us  in  no  measured  terms. 

Our  men  had  two  days  before  stood  the  battering  we  got  with  com* 
parative  calmness,  but  the  taunts  and  signs  of  the  foe  now  enraged  thorn 
beyond  all  endurance. 

"Wait  a  bit,  my  lads,  and  then  won't  we  give  it  you?"  sung  out  Dick 
Trunnion,  a  sturdy  topman,  and  many  similar  expressions  were  uttered  by 
others. 

"  Oh,  Muster  Hurry,  don't  yer  think  the  captain  would  let  us  go  ashore, 
and  give  them  chaps  the  drubbing  they  deserves  V*  asked  Tom  Bockets  as  I 
p  assed,  doubling  his  fists  while  he  spoke.  "  I'd  like  to  give  them  a  hiding." 

"  Kever  mind  them,  lads,"  said  old  Grampus,  turning  his  back  to  the 
shore,  and  looking  over  his  shoulder  at  the  foe  with  a  glance  of  supreme 
contempt.  "  They  knows  no  better ;  and  fencies  because  we  don't  hit 
we  can't.  Poor  fellows!  I  pities  them,  that  I  do.  They  bees  little 
better  than  savinges,  only  they  wants  the  paint  and  feathers." 

I  felt  very  much  as  Nol  said  he  did ;  but  I  suspect  that  his  anger  was 
rather  more  excited  than  he  chose  to  confess.  The  truth  was  that  these 
were  mostly  raw  militia  regiments,  who  had  seen  little  or  nothing  of 
warfare,  and  from  the  previous  occurrences  of  the  war  had  been  taught 
to  look  with  contempt  on  British  prowess.  The  regulars  in  most 
instances  behaved  admirably,  and  nothing  could  surpass  the  bravery  of 
the  ofScers  of  all  ranks.  This  their  greatest  enemies  could  not  deny ;  but 
the  militia  were  of  a  very  different  stamp,  and  the  men,  unable  to  depend 
on  each  other  or  their  officers,  on  several  occasions  fairly  turned  tail  and 
ran  away.  I  fancy  that  most  of  our  opponents  on  the  present  occasion 
were  of  that  class.  We  stood  on  till  we  reached  a  spot  about  fifty  yards 
from  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  a  little  below  Blackwell's  Island,  where 
the  squadron  dropped  their  anchors,  and  calmly  furled  sails.  There  we  lay 
for  some  time  without  exchanging  a  shot,  expecting,  however,  that  some  hot 
work  was  about  to  be  commenced.  The  glasses  of  the  officers  were  in  the 
meantime  constantly  turned  towards  the  small  islets  in  the  direction  of  Long 
Island.    At  length  Captain  Hudson  uttered  an  exclamation  of  satisfaction. 
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^'  Thoy  come  !  they  come  !"  he  cried  out,  and  as  he  spoke  a  flotilla  of 
boats  were  seen  emerging  from  among  the  tree-coTered  shores  of  Bush- 
wick  Creek.  They  formed  the  first  division  of  flat-bottomed  boats, 
haying  on  board  a  force  of  4500  men,  under  the  immediate  command  of 
General  Howe.  Slowly  and  rteadily  they  advanced,  like  some  huge 
black  monsters  covering  the  blue  surface  of  the  tranquU  and  hitherto 
peaceful  Sound.     The  drum  now  beat  to  quarters. 

'*  Now  my  bos,  if  so  be  you  want  to  punish  them  poor  savinges  as  has 
been  beguiling  you,  your  time's  soon  coming,"  growled  out  old  Kol,  as 
the  crew  were  hurrying  with  alacrity  to  their  guns. 

The  only  person  whose  countenance  showed  no  satisfaction  was 
Mercer.  Pale  as  death,  he  stood  at  his  post  over  his  division  of  guns ; 
but  I  saw  that  he  would  rather  have  died  a  hundred  deaths  than  engage 
in  the  work  he  felt  it  was  his  duty  to  perform.  From  my  heart  I  pitied 
him.  There  was  but  little  time,  however,  for  thinking  of  that  or  any 
other  matter.  On  came  the  flotilla  of  boats.  Not  a  shot  had  as  yet  dis- 
turbed the  calm  tranquillity  of  the  scene.  A  thin,  gauze-like  mist  was 
spread  over  the  distant  portions  of  the  landscape.  The  hot  sun  struck 
down  on  our  heads ;  the  blue  expanse  of  water  glittered  in  his  bright  rays, 
and  the  sea-fowl  skimmed  over  it,  dipping  their  wings  ever  and  anon,  as 
if  to  refresh  them  in  the  liquid  element.  Eveiything  still  wore  an 
aspect  of  perfect  peace.  .  The  boats  at  last  got  within  fifty  yards  of  the 
ships.  A  signal  flew  out  from  the  mast-head  of  the  "Phoenix" — the 
knell  of  many  a  human  being.     It  was  the  signal  to  engage. 

"  Fire  away,  my  lads,"  was  shouted  along  the  decks.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  repeat  the  order.  Never  did  a  crew  work  their  guns  with 
more  alacrity.  The  shot  rushed  like  a  storm  of  gigantic  hailstones 
among-  the  lU-fated  Americans,  tearing  up  their  entrenchments  and 
scattering  the  eaith  and  palisades  far  and  wide.  In  a  very  short  time 
the  fortifications  in  which  they  had  trusted  were  blown  to  atoms ;  still 
we  fired  on  as  fast  as  our  guns  could  be  loaded  and  run  out.  The 
enemy  answered  us  from  various  points ;  but  with  little  e£fect  In  a 
few  short  moments,  how  changed  was  the  scene  from  what  it  had  lately 
been  !  Now  from  point  to  point,  and  through  every  sheltered  nook  and 
bay  resounded  the  roar  of  cannon,  the  rattle  of  musketry,  the  shouts  of 
the  combatants,  the  shrieks  and  groans  and  agonizing  cries  of   the 
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wounded^  while  al)oye  all  hung  a  dark,  funereal  pall  of  smoke,  ascending 
from  the  scene  of  strife,  shutting  it  out  as  it  were  from  the  bright  blue 
glorious  firmament  above,  and,  if  it  could  be,  from  the  all-searching  eye  of 
the  Creator  of  men  who  were  thus  disfiguring  His  image  by  their  furious 
passions,  and  dishonouring  Him  by  the  infraction  of  all  the  precepts  of 
that  mild,  that  beneficent  religion,  which  He  in  His  unsearchable  love 
sent  His  only  Son  to  teach  them  to  obey. 

But  where  am  I  driving  to  t  I  did  not  think  thus  at  the  time.  "No  ; 
my  blood  was  up  ;  my  evil  passions  were  aroused ;  and  I  was  as  eager  as 
any  one  to  shed  blood,  and  utterly  careless  of  all  the  consequences  to 
myself  and  others.  Kever  have  I  witnessed  a  more  tremendous  fire  than 
was  kept  up  by  our  ships  for  fifty-nine  minutes,  during  which  time  in 
the  ''Orpheus"  alone  we  expended  5366  pounds  of  powder.  I  kept  no 
note  of  the  number  of  shot  we  fired  away.  The  very  first  broadside  made 
a  considerable  breach  in  the  enemy's  works.  At  the  end  of  the  time  I 
have  mentioned  the  boats  advanced,  and  the  signal  was  made  to  cease 
firing.  As  they  touched  the  beach  the  men  sprang  on  shore,  and,  forming 
rapidly,  gallantly  rushed  towards  the  entrenchments  with  fixed  bayonets 
and  loud  cheers.  The  enemy  scarcely  waited  to  deliver  their  fire,  but, 
throwing  down  their  arms,  fled  on  all  sides  in  the  utmost  terror  and  con- 
fusion, earnestly  petitioning  for  quarter.  The  redcoats  leaped  through 
the  breaches  made  by  our  guns,  and  over  the  embankments,  and  were 
speedily  in  possession  of  the  enemy's  works.  As  the  smoke  cleared 
away,  the  ground  far  and  near  appeared  covered  with  the  bodies  of  the 
slain  and  wounded,  some  with  arms  others  with  legs  shot  away,  while 
parties  of  fugitives  were  seen  flying  in  every  direction,  pursued  by  our 
men,  especially  by  the  Hessians,  who  seemed  little  disposed  to  give  the 
quarter  which  was  asked. 

I  was  not  only  a  spectator  but  a  participator  in  what  I  have  been 
describing.  As  soon  as  the  ships  ceased  firing,  our  boats,  of  which  I  com- 
manded one,  were  ordered  to  aid  in  towing  the  flat-bottomed  boats  on 
shore.  As  soon  as  the  troops  had  landed,  leaving  Grampus  in  chaise  of 
my  boat,  I,  with  another  midshipman  and  Tom  Eockets  and  two  other 
men,  followed  them  into  the  entrenchments,  and  found  myself  shortly  in 
the  rear  of  a  body  of  Hessians  as  they  charged  over  the  ground.  A  poor 
American  was  flying  for  his  Ufe,  shrieking  out  for  mercy.     One  of  those 
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savage  mercenaries  either  did  not  or  would  not  imderstand  him,  and 
before  I  could  interpose  had  with  a  sweep  of  his  sword  severed  his 
head  from  his  body,  then,  in  savage  triumph  worthy  of  a  Bed  Indian, 
sticking  it  on  a  pole,  carried  it  through  the  entrenchments,  shouting  out 
as  if  he  had  performed  some  noble  act  of  heroism. 

Meantime  several  of  the  ship's  boats  were  ordered  to  pull  along  shore  to 
annoy  the  enemy  in  their  flight  and  to  prevent  them  from  rallying.  My 
friend  Hargrave  and  I,  midshipmanlike  and  thoughtless  of  danger,  set  off 
in  the  direction  the  enemy  had  taken  along  the  shore,  picking  up  a 
number  of  articles  which  in  their  terror  they  had  dropped  or  thrown 
away,  such  as  rifles,  pistols,  swords,  spy-glasses,  and  even  watches,  plate, 
and  camp  utensils  of  various  sorts,  which  we  knew  would  be  most 
acceptable  to  our  mess.  We  passed  many  of  the  slain,  knocked  over  in 
their  flight  As  we  ran  thoughtlessly  on,  very  little  moved  by  these 
sights,  to  which  even  the  youngsters  were  becoming  famiiiar,  I  heard  a 
deep  groan.  Looking  round,  I  saw  behind  a  bush  a  militiaman  stretched 
on  the  ground  with  a  bad  wound  in  his  side. 

*'  Oh,  kill  me  I  kill  me !  put  me  out  of  my  misery !"  he  exclaimed  as 
soon  as  he  saw  me. 

"  No,  I  will  not  do  that,"  said  I ;  "  but  I  will  try  if  I  can  relieve  you." 

I  had  a  flask  of  some  mm  and  water  in  my  pocket ;  I  gave  him  somo 
of  it  to  drink.  There  was,  fortunately,  a  stream  near ;  I  got  some  fresh 
water  in  a  hat  and  washed  his  wound,  and  then  bound  it  up  with  a  piece 
of  shirt  which  I  took  from  a  dead  man  near.  The  poor  fellow  seemed 
much  revived  and  very  gratefuL 

"There,"  said  I,  "you  will  be  able  to  get  oif  and  join  your  people  at 
nightfalL     It's  not  my  business  to  take  you  prisoner." 

"  Thank  you,  stranger,  thank  you,"  said  he ;  "  Amos  Spinks  wOl  not 
forget  your  mercy  and  Idndness." 

I  could  not  stay  wiUi  him  longer,  but,  leaving  him  a  piece  of  biscuit 
and  a  hat  full  of  water,  I  ran  on  to  join  my  companions,  who,  not  seeing 
me,  had  gone  forward.  The  American  had  no  idea  I  was  an  officer,  for 
I  had  on  a  white  linen  jacket  which  I  wore  at  my  quarters,  and  it  was  con- 
sequently thickly  begrimed  with  powder  and  dirt.  I  caught  sight  of  my 
party  ahead,  and  ran  on  as  fast  as  my  legs  could  cany  mo,  with  the  load 
of  spoils  I  had  collected,  to  overtake  them.    As  I  neared  them,  and  was 
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ehouting  to  tliein  to  stop,  I  cauglit  sight  of  one  of  our  boats^  with  Mr. 
Heron,  oar  second  lieutenant,  in  her,  pulling  along  shore  after  me.  I  saw 
that  he  was  somewhat  excited,  and  seemed  uiging  on  the  men  to  pull 
with  greater  speed.  Just  as  I  got  up  to  Qiy  party,  to  our  no  small 
astonishment,  not  to  say  dismay,  he  turned  the  bow  of  the  boat  towards 
us,  and  bang  he  let  fly  a  shower  of  grape  from  a  gun  placed  there  right  in 
among  us,  following  up  the  unwelcome  salute  with  a  volley  of  small  arms. 
We  shouted  at  the  top  of  our  yoices,  and  made  signs  that  we  were  friends; 
but  what  with  the  smoke  and  his  blindness,  for  he  was  near-sighted,  and 
the  noise  of  the  firing  and  the  shouts  of  his  men,  he  neither  made  out  who 
we  were  nor  heard  tis^  but  continued  peppering  away  as  before. 

"  Run,  my  lads,  run,"  I  sung  out ;  "  there's  no  disgrace  running  fifom 
fiiends,  but  very  unpleasant  to  be  shot  by  them." 

My  party  required  no  second  order,  but  away  we  all  scampered  as  fast 
as  we  could  go,  scattering  firom  each  other  to  distract  our  fiiends  in  their 
very  unfriendly  employment. 

**0h,  Mr.  Hurry,  I  bees  hit,  I  bees  hit  l"  sung  out  Tom  Bockets. 
.  I  expected  to  see  him-fall,  but  the  shot  only  made  him  scamper  on  the 
faster.  Our  flight,  of  course,  made  Mr.  Heron  fire  at  us  more  zealously, 
and  we  had  to  throw  away  all  the  things  we  had  collected  to  escape  with 
greater  speed  &om  his  heroic  fury.  We  took  a  course  inland,  and  then 
tumed^back  towards  the  place  where  we  had  landed.  Happily  we  soon 
got  among  trees  and  rocks  and  broken  walls,  which  much  sheltered  us, 
and  Tom  was  the  only  man  wounded.  As  soon  as  we  got  dear  of  the 
shot  from  the  boat,  I  called  a  halt  to  examine  his  hurt.  It  was  merely  a 
slight  flesh  wound  from  a  bullet  in  the  leg,  and  a  handkerchief  bound 
round  it  enabled  him  to  walk  on.  It  was  now  time  to  return  on  board, 
so  we  made  the  best  of  our  Way  to  the  boat,  not  without  some  consider- 
able risk  of  b^g  shot  by  our  own  sentries.  On  my  stepping  on  deck 
I  found  several  officers  round  the  captain.    Mr.  Heron  was  among  them. 

''  The  rascally  rebels  can't  stand  us  for  a  moment,  sir,"  he  was  saying. 
"  A  whole  gang  of  th«n  hove  in  sight  as  I  was  pulling  along  shore — a 
hundred  at  least — and  stood  halloeing  to  me  and  daring  me  to  come  after 
them.  I  let  fly  among  them,  sent  them  scampering  away  like  a  flock  of 
sheep,  knocking  over  a  good  dozen  or  more,  I  should  think.  It  was  rare 
fan,  sir." 
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"  Very  good  fun  for  you,  Mr.  Heron,"  said  I,  turning  round ;  "  but  I 
beg  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  there  were  not  a  dozen  of  us  altogetber." 

"  You !  what  do  you  mean  1"  he  asked,  with  a  look  of  surprise. 

"  Why,  that  I  was  one  of  the  body  of  supposed  rebels,  and  though  we 
shouted  to  you  and  begged  you  not  to  fire,  you  banged  at  us  so  furiously 
that  we  had  to  throw  away  a  whole  heap  of  things  we  had  collected,  and 
to  run  for  our  lives." 

Captain  Hudson  and  the  other  officers  laughed  not  a  little  at  this 
exploit  of  Mr.  Heron's,  for  he  was  notorious  for  his  boasting.  He  bore 
me  a  grudge  about  it  ever  after. 

"Well,  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  the  captain  good-naturedly,  "you  shall  go  on 
shore  in  the  afternoon  with  Mr.  Heron,  and  try  to  recover  some  of  your 
treasures." 

Away  we  went  in  the  afternoon  accordingly  in  high  glee,  Mr.  Heron 
expecting  to  pick  up  all  sorts  of  things,  and  I  hoping  to  recover  those 
I  had  lost.  We  soon  reached  the  field  on  which  Mr.  Heron  boasted  to 
have  gained  his  hard- won  victory ;  but  the  swords  and  all  the  things  of 
value  were  gone,  picked  up  by  the  plundering-parties  who  invariably 
issue  forth  over  the  scene  where  the  strife  has  been  hottest,  as  birds  of 
prey  gather  on  the  carcase  just  fedlen  in  the  desert  I  looked  about  for 
the  poor  fellow  I  had  assisted  in  the  morning.  He  was  gone.  He  had, 
I  concluded,  either  been  taken  prisoner,  or  had  managed  to  crawl  off  and 
rejoin  his  fiiends.  We  went  on  much  farther  than  we  had  been  in  the 
morning,  picking  up  some  drums  and  a  few  similar  bulky  articles,  which 
others  had  not  thought  worth  collecting.  We  picked  up  in  all  nine 
drums,  one  of  the  largest  of  which  I  sent  to  my  Mend,  Jack  Bluet,  who 
lived  in  a  small  house  at  Falmouth.  It  might  have  served  him  for  a 
drawing-room  table.  I  hope  he  has  got  it  still.  A  little  way  beyond 
where  I  found  the  wounded  man  I  came  on  the  body  of  an  officer.  He  lay 
on  his  back,  shot  through  the  heart,  his  hand  grasping  a  very  handsome 
fusee,  and  with  a  look  of  defiance  still  on  his  countenance.  I  suspect  he 
had  been  bush-fighting  in  Indian  fashion,  in  hopes  of  checking  the  advance 
of  his  enemies,  in  spite  of  the  flight  of  his  companions  in  arms.  He 
was  a  fine  young  man,  and  from  his  style  of  dress  and  general  appearance 
was  evidently  of  respectable  family.  I  stooped  down,  and,  undoing  the 
grasp  with  which  the  dead  man's  fingers  held  the  fusee,  took  possession 


Digitized  by 


Uoogle 


HUBRICANB  HUBBT.  81 

of  it  and  ran  after  my  companions.  Still,  as  I  hurried  on,  the  look  worn 
by  the  features  of  the  dead  officer  haunted  me.  I  felt  as  if  I  had  heen 
depriying  him  of  his  property.  I  thought  of  his  mother  and  sisters, 
or  perhaps  a  young  wife,  who  were  doomed  never  to  see  him  again,  or 
of  friends  who  might  he  expecting  to  meet  him  that  veiy  day,  and  for 
a  moment  all  the  dreadful  results  of  warfare  presented  themselves  before 
me  more  vividly  than  they  had  ever  before  done.  The  laughter  and 
jokes  of  my  companions,  however,  very  quickly  drove  all  such  thoughts 
from  my  mind.  We  had  been  joined  by  an  acquaintance  of  mine, 
Simeon,  a  midshipman  of  the  ''  Phoenix,"  who  had  with  him  the  gunner 
and  seven  men.  By  some  means  or  other  I  had  been  separated  from 
Mr.  Heron  and  my  boat's  crew — ^indeed,  my  lieutenant  had  no  particular 
fancy  for  my  society,  so  I  joined  company  with  Simeon,  and  together 
we  rambled  into  the  woods.  We  had  not  gone  far  when  we  caught  sight 
of  a  fellow  skulking  among  the  trees.  When  he  saw  that  he  was  observed 
he  took  to  his  heels,  and  this  of  course  made  us  give  chase.  The  woods 
rang  with  our  shouts  and  cries,  and  we  were  not  long  before  we  came 
up  with  the  man,  who  proved  to  be  a  rebel  militiaman.  He  sang  out 
most  lustily  for  mercy,  thinking  that  we  were  going  to  kill  him,  but 
we  soon  quieted  his  fears  on  that  score  by  assuring  him  that  he  was 
not  worth  powder  and  shot.  He  seemed  to  be  very  grateful,  and  informed 
us  that  there  had  been  a  smart  skirmish  in  the  wood  between  his  party 
and  a  body  of  Hessians,  the  latter  of  whom  he  believed  were  still  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  wood.  Of  the  truth  of  part  of  his  story  the  dead 
bodies  scattered  here  and  there  about  were  too  true  witnesses.  Simeon 
and  I,  on  this,  called  a  halt  and  consulted  together  with  the  gunner 
whether  we  should  go  back  or  seek  farther  adventures  ahead. 

'^  We  have  taken  one  prisoner,  perhaps  we  may  make  some  more  and 
gain  some  little  credit  when  we  present  ourselves  with  them  in  camp,  so  I 
vote  that  we  go  on,"  said  I ;  and  my  proposal  was  agreed  to. 

As  we  supposed  that  we  might  be  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  we  kept  closer 
together  than  before,  and  moved  on  more  cautiously.  After  advancing  some 
way  we  heard  voices  in  an  orchard  on  the  skirts  of  the  wood,  and,  sup- 
posing the  sounds  to  proceed  from  a  party  of  the  rebels,  we  presented  our 
muskets  and  advanced  towards  the  gate  of  the  orchard,  fully  expecting 
to  make  more  prisoners.    Just,  however,  as  we  began  to  move  on  up 
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started  before  us  a  body  of  two  or  three  hundred  HessianSy  with  glittering 
brass  helmets  on  their  heads,  who,  with  fixed  bayonets  and  loud  cries, 
charged  furiously  at  us.  Had  we  attempted  to  move  they  would  have 
shot  us,  so  we  stood  our  ground  and  sung  oat  most  lustily  that  we  were 
friends.  They  did  not  understand  us,  and,  charging  on,  would,  I  fully 
expected,  have  bayoneted  us  on  the  spot.  "  Friends — ^friends !  English 
— ^British  officers !"  I  sung  out  at  the  top  of  my  voice. 

"  Eebels,  rebels  1"  was  the  only  answer  we  got;  and  in  another  moment 
we  were  knocked  over  with  the  butUends  of  their  muskets.  "We  picked 
ourselves  up  as  well  as  we  could,  and  I  pointed  to  my  own  and  Simeon's 
white  cuflfe  and  lapels,  and  told  them  that  we  belonged  to  the  British 
fleet,  but  to  no  ptirpose ;  and  what  was  my  dismay  when  they  showed  us 
at  a  little  distance  an  unfortunate  rebel  officer  who  lay  on  the  giound 
with  his  leg  shot  off,  and  who  was  dressed  in  the  same  uniform  which  we 
wore.  He  told  them  as  well  as  he  could  that  he  knew  nothing  of  us, 
but  they  would  not  believe  him,  and,  having  talked  together  in  their 
hideous  lingo,  once  more  knocked  us  over  and  began  belabouring  us  with 
their  muskets.  I  never  met  such  savages,  and  I  am  not  surprised  that 
they  were  hated  by  the  poor  colonists.  I  am  sure  we  bore  them  no  love, 
especially  just  then.  We  sung  out  lustily  for  mercy,  for  to  our  horror  we 
saw  that  they  were  about  to  finish  us  off  by  plunging  their  bayonets  into 
us,  when  our  cries  brought  up  an  officer  on  horseback,  in  whom,  to  my 
great  satisfaction,  I  recognized  General  Pigot,  the  commander  of  the 
division  to  which  they  belonged.  He  knew  me  on  board  the  "  Chatham," 
and  was  thus  able  to  assure  the  Hessians  who  I  was.  They  made  all 
sorts  of  apologies,  which  afforded  us  a  very  small  amount  of  satisfaction. 

Thanking  General  Pigot  for  his  timely  rescue,  we  set  off  to  return  to 
our  ships,  heartily  sick  of  our  day's  adventures — hungry  and  battered, 
indeed,  very  much  in  need  both  of  cook  and  doctor. 

The  next  day  we  weighed  and,  parting  from  the  "Phoenix"  and  the 
other  ships  with  which  we  had  been  in  company,  ran  up  between  Black- 
well's  Island  and  the  main.  As  we  were  running  at  the  rate  of  some  four 
or  five  knots  an  hour  a  shock  was  felt  which  made  the  ship  shiver 
throughout  her  whole  frame.  The  pilot  turned  pale,  as  if  he  expected  to 
bo  shot  on  the  spot.  He  had  put  us  on  a  rock.  Captain  Hudson,  cool  as 
usual,  issued  his  orders  as  if  nothing  particular  was  the  matter,  and  we 
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quickly  swung  off  again  and  proceeded  on  onr  way  till  we  brought  up 
snugly  in  Turtle  Cove.  While  the  ship  lay  there  I  was  sent,  on  the  25th, 
with  dispatches  to  Lord  Howe,  then  residing  on  Staten  Island.  My  boat's 
crew  on  this  occasion  consisted  either  of  pressed  men  or  of  fellows  whom 
I  knew  to  be  among  the  greatest  blackguards  in  the  ship.  On  the  way 
down  they  showed  signs  of  an  unruly  disposition  by  pulling  slowly  and 
not  putting  out  their  strength  when  I  ordered  them.  Their  conduct, 
however,  did  not  trouble  me,  and  I  forgot  all  about  it  as  I  walked  up  to 
present  my  dispatches  to  his  lordship.  I  have  always  entertained  the 
greatest  respect  for  Lord  Howe.  He  was  a  good  seaman — of  bravery 
undoubted — cool  and  thoughtful  in  danger — generous  and  kind,  and 
considerate  for  those  imder  his  command  and  careful  for  their  interests. 
He  was  much  abused  by  the  royalists  in  America,  as  well  as  by  many  in 
the  army  and  fleet,  as  also  at  home,  because  he  did  not  seem  anxious  to 
push  matters  to  extremes  at  once  with  the  rebels  and  allow  fire  and  sword 
to  be  carried  throughout  their  territories.  But  he  looked  upon  them  as 
fellow-beings  and  fellow-subjects,  and  though  misguided,  he  considered 
that  they  had  too  much  reason  for  their  rebellion  to  be  treated  with  the 
severity  others  proposed.  I  have  heard  that  after  an  action  he  would  go 
below  and  visit  each  wounded  man  as  he  lay  in  his  hammock,  and  stop 
and  talk  to  him,  and  would  send  wine  and  poultry  from  his  own  stock  to 
those  whom  the  surgeon  thought  required  it.  Such  are  the  deeds  by 
which  an  officer  can  easily  win  the  hearts  of  seamen.  I  had  not  to  wait 
long  before  I  was  told  to  walk  into  his  room,  and  I  found  myself  in  the 
presence  of  a  dark  and  somewhat  hard-featured  man — with  a  figure, 
however,  tail,  well-proportioned,  and  dignified.  Had  I  not  knowiji  him 
by  repute  I  should  have  been  somewhat  awe-struck,  but  as  he  spoke  his 
countenance  brightened  up,  and  Iiis  kind  look  dissipated  all  feeling  of  fear. 

"  Sit  down,  youngster,"  said  he,  "  and  let  me  hear  your  account  of  the 
action  of  the  23rd.    As  your  ship  was  at  hand  I  conclude  you  saw  it." 

I  gave  him  the  best  description  in  my  power  of  what  I  had  seen,  taking 
care  to  make  no  reflections  on  the  events  of  the  day.  He  seemed  much 
interested,  and  hastily  writing  a  letter,  oa  soon  as  it  was  copied,  told  me 
to  return  with  it  to  Captain  Hudson. 

When  I  got  back  to  my  boat  I  had  no  little  difiiculty  in  collecting  my 
men,  and  soon  after  I  shoved  off  I  found  tliat  they  were  one  and  all  drunk. 
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As  long  as  they  pulled  on  I  said  nothing,  hut  in  a  short  time  they 
hegan  to  grumhle  at  having  come  away  without  more  liquor. 

"  What's  the  odds  1"  said  one.  "  The  shortest  way  is  to  go  back  and 
get  it" 

"  My  idea>  Sam!"  cried  another.  ^'K  we  once  get  aboard  our  chance 
is  over." 

"  About,  shipmates,"  exclaimed  a  third.  "Never  mind  the  youngster." 

"  But  you  will  have  to  mind  me,  my  lads !"  I  exclaimed,  springing  up, 
with  my  hanger  in  my  hand.  "  You've  made  a  mistake  if  you  fsuicy  that 
I  allow  tricks  to  be  played  with  me." 

For  a  short  time  they  were  silent,  and,  hoping  that  I  had  cowed  them 
by  my  promptitude,  I  again  sat  down  in  the  stem-sheets.  I  kept  my 
weapon  in  my  right  hand,  however,  for  I  was  aware  how  completely  I  was 
in  their  power  if  they  chose  to  proceed  to  extremities.  I  had  come 
away  without  pistols,  so  that  I  had  only  my  hanger  to  depend  on,  and 
they  might,  if  they  had  acted  together,  have  wrenched  it  from  my  grasp 
and,  overpowering  me,  have  hove  me  overboard.  They  would  then  have 
escaped  without  much  difficulty  to  one  of  the  nearest  American  posts 
and  joined  the  rebels.  T\^ile  I  was  thinking  over  this  very  pleasant 
subject,  and  contemplating  myself  swimming  for  my  life  up  East  Elver, 
they  again  began  to  grumble. 

"  m  not  pull  another  stroke !"  cried  one  fellow  with  an  oath. 

"  Nor  I !    Nor  I !"  exclaimed  others. 

Two,  I  remarked,  did  not  speak ;  and  addressing  myself  to  them,  I 
asked  if  they  would  join  in  so  rascally  and  uncalled-for  a  mutiny. 

It  was  now  getting  very  dark,  and  I  could  scarcely  see  the  features  of 
the  men,  so  as  to  be  prepared  for  what  they  were  about  to  do.  The 
boat  lay  motionless  on  the  water.     J£  I  hesitated  I  was  lost.  . 

"  Take  to  your  oars  and  give  way,  or  I  will  cut  you  to  pieces,  you 
scoundrels  I"  I  shouted,  springing  up  and  making  a  cut  with  my  hanger 
at  the  hands  of  one  of  the  most  mutinous.  "K  you  won't  use  your 
hands,  I'll  chop  them  off.     Pull,  I  say  !" 

I  should  have  been  as  good  as  my  word  had  not  the  fellow  taken  to 
his  oar,  while  my  blade  struck  the  gunwale  of  the  boat,  by  which  the 
point  was  broken.  The  mutineers  now  rose  in  a  body  and  seemed 
about  to  make  a  rush  on  me.     On  this,  I  b^;an  slashing  away  to 
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keep  them  at  baj,  catting  them  over  the  hands  and  arms  pretty 
severely. 

The  two  men,  one  of  whom  pulled  the  stroke-oar  and  the  one  next 
him,  now  sang  out  that  they  would  obey  my  orders. 

''Then  we'll  heave  you  all  overboard  together!"  cried  the  most 
drunken  of  the  mutineers. 

"Will  you,  my  man?"  I  exclaimed,  making  a  cut  at  him  with  my 
hanger.    "  Then  take  that  first ! " 

He  stumbled  and  fell  with  his  face  aft,  thereby  saving  his  life,  though  I 
again  broke  the  blade  of  my  hanger  almost  up  to  the  hilt.  The  other  men, 
fetncyinghe  was  killed,  hung  back,  while  I  dragged  his  senseless  body  into 
the  stem-sheets  and  stowed  him  away,  for  he  was  stunned  with  the  effect  of 
his  fall  and  his  drunkenness.  The  men  forward  sat  sulkily  down,  perhaps 
they  would  not  have  remained  quiet  had  they  known  I  had  broken  my 
hanger.  They  refused  however  to  pull,  and  one  after  the  other  dropped 
off  into  a  drunken  sleep.  The  two  more  steady  ones  did  their  best  to 
pull  on,  and  the  tide  fortunately  favoured  us,  or  I  do  not  know  where 
we  should  have  got  to.  I  have  seldom  been  placed  in  a  much  more 
fearful  position.  Any  moment  the  mutineers  might  wake  up  and, 
remembering  the  consequences  their  conduct  was  sure  to  bring  on  them, 
might  again  attempt  to  overpower  me  and  carry  off  the  boat  to  the 
enemy.  I  was  weary  and  hungry,  and  in  the  darkness  of  night  all  sorts 
of  dreadful  thoughts  occurred  to  me  as  I  slowly  floated  over  those 
perilous  watera  I  felt  a  strong  inclination  at  times  to  run  into  New 
York  to  try  and  get  aid ;  but  I  thought  if  I  did  the  men  would  certainly 
escape  and  hide  themselves  before  I  could  find  any  of  the  military 
authorities  to  afford  me  assistance.  New  York  by  this  time  was  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  British.  On  the  day  we  landed  at  Kip's  Bay  General 
Howe  pushed  forward  part  of  his  troops  to  encompass  the  city  on  the 
land  side,  when  General  Putnam,  the  American  commander  who  held  it, 
was  compelled  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat,  being  very  nearly  cut  off 
before  he  joined  Washington  at  King's  Bridge.  Had  not^  indeed,  the 
British  delayed  their  advance  to  refresh  themselves,  they  would  in  all 
probability  have  captured  the  whole  division  of  the  rebel  army.  A  large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  remained  in  New  York,  those  only  who  had 
taken    a   prominent  part   in  the  rebellion  thinking  it  necessary  to 
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leaTO  it.  It  was  very  doubtful,  however,  had  I  gone  on  shore,  whether  I 
should  have  fallen  among  friends  or  foes.  I  resolved,  therefore,  to  mako 
the  best  of  my  way  to  the  ship.  I  watched  the  lights  glimmering  in  the 
houses,  one  after  the  other  being  put  out  as  I  pulled  slowly  by,  and  I 
could  hear  the  constant  call  of  the  sentries  as  the  officers  went  their 
rounds,  while  any  moment  I  felt  that  my  mutinous  crew  might  come  to 
their  senses  and  make  an  end  of  mo.  I  amused  myself,  however,  by 
whistling  and  singing  snatches  of  songs  to  make  them  suppose  that  I  was 
perfectly  indifferent  to  their  threats,  and  at  length,  by  half-past  one  in  the 
morning,  to  my  great  rehef  I  got  alongside  the  ship.  The  mutineers 
only  at  that  moment  roused  up,  and  very  much  astonished  they  were  to 
find  themselves  clapped  into  irens  as  soon  as  they  got  on  board.  The 
next  morning  they  each  received  nine  dozen,  with  the  exception  of  tho 
two  who  had  at  once  returned  to  their  duty.  I  took  care  to  get  them 
ultimately  rewarded. 

The  r  ost  disagreeable  duty  we  had  to  perform  while  we  lay  in  Turtlo 
Bay  was  to  row  guard  at  night  abreast  of  Hell  Gate,  the  name,  as  I  have 
before  mentioned,  given  to  the  entrance  of  Harlem  River.  With  the  ebb- 
tide a  terrific  current  sets  out  through  the  narrow  channel,  forming  a 
whirlpool,  on  which  is  bestowed  the  pleasant-sounding  title  of  the 
Devil's  Pot  On  one  side  is  his  gridiron,  and  on  the  other  his  frying- 
pan,  while  another  batch  of  rocks  goes  by  the  name  of  his  "  hen  and 
chickens.''  !N'ow,  although  I  eannot  take  upon  myself  to  affirm  that  even 
on  the  darkest  and  most  stormy  night  I  ever  beheld  his  Satanic  majesty 
engaged  in  the  exereise  of  his  well-known  culinary  talents  in  frying 
soles  or  any  other  fish  or  fowl,  or  qruadruped,  or  biped,  yet  I  had 
the  greatest  dread  of  getting  within  the  power  of  his  voracious  cauldron. 
I  therefore  always  kept  at  a  respectful  distance  from  it  I  advise  all 
those  who  may  have  to  visit  the  spot  to  follow  my  example.  I,  however, 
often  heard  afterwards  some  very  strange  tales  narrated  by  the  seamen 
who  had  been  in  the  boats  when  thus  employed  and  implicitly  believed 
by  their  auditors .  In  truth,  although  the  master  spirit  of  evil  may  have 
no  direct  influence  in  tho  matter,  a  very  laige  number  of  vessels  and 
boats  have  been  lost  on  the  surrounding  rocks. 

The  constant  hard  service  in  which  we  had  been  engaged  since  we  left 
England  had  placed  a  large  number  of  our  men  on  tho  sick-list  During 
our  stay  in  Turtle  Bay  we  landed  them  at  Blacki¥ell^|^]^l^(^  j^^ere  they 
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consideiably  lecoTeied  their  strength.  From  the  same  place  we  abun- 
dantly supplied  the  ship  with  £resh  meat  and  vegetables,  luxuries  to  which 
we  had  long  been  strangers.  On  the  29th  of  September  I  had  the  middle 
watch.  It  had  just  gene  six-bells,  when,  as  I  waa  casting  my  eyes  towards 
the  city,  I  saw  a  bright  light  suddenly  dart  up  towards  the  sky.  It  was 
rapidly  succeeded  by  other  flashes  till  the  whole  firmament  seemed  to  glow 
with  a  bright,  ruddy  light.  "  The  city  is  on  fire — the  city  is  on  fire  !"  was 
the  general  cry  on  board.  There  was  a  strong  wind,  and  as  the  fire  must  have 
already  made  much  progress,  we  had  great  fear  that  the  whole  city  would  bo 
burned  down.  It  was  proposed  at  once  to  make  a  party  to  go  and  see  what 
was  the  matter,  and,  a  messmate  taking  my  watch,  I  got  leave  to  join  it. 
Away  we  pulled  as  fast  as  we  could,  and  after  we  had  reached  the  slioro 
we  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  our  way  to  the  scene  of  destruction.  Every- 
body in  the  place  had  turned  out  of  bed.  Some  were  rushing  about  in 
despair  at  the  loss  of  all  their  worldly  property,  not  knowing  where  to 
go  to  find  shelter — others  were 'searching  for  friends  or  relatives,  in  doubt 
whether  or  no  they  had  fallen  victims  to  the  flames — others  were  en- 
deavouring to  stay  the  progress  of  the  fire.  The  most  active  in  this  work 
were  the  British  troops.  They  had  formed  a  close  circle  round  the 
burning  part  of  the  city  and  were  engaged  in  blowing  up  and  pulling 
down  houses,  deluging  others  with  water,  and  cutting  off  the  communica- 
tion in  every  direction. 

We  were  attracted  by  a  dense  crowd  and  loud  cries  in  one  direction.  We 
ran  to  the  spot,  where  we  found  a  number  of  soldiers  who  appeared  to  be 
in  a  highly  exasperated  state.  They  had  among  them  a  dozen  or  more 
men  whom  they  were  dragging  forward  towards  the  flames.  "  Burn  them 
in  their  own  bonfire ! ''  they  were  shouting  out ;  ''  Bum  them  in  their 
own  bonfire— they  were  going  to  bum  us  out  of  our  quarters ! "  We 
asked  a  civilian  who  stood  at  a  house-door  looking  on  what  had  occurred. 

"  Why,  the  soldiers  think  they  have  got  hold  of  the  men  who  set  the  city 
on  fire,  and  they  are  going  to  pay  them  off.  Maybe  they  are  the  men 
who  did  it,  or  maybe  they  are  rogues  and  vagabonds  who  were  prowl- 
ing about  for  plunder — so  it  matters  little,  I  guess,"  was  the  answer  we 
received. 

We  left  our  philosophical  iriend  smoking  his  pipe ;  he  was  evidently 
one  of  those  who  care  little  what  becomes  of  the  world  provided 
they  are   comfortable.     We    followed    the    soldiers    till  we   camo   to 
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some  scaffoldiDg  erected  for  building  a  licmse,  several  ropes  were  hanging 
about  it.  The  humour  seized  the  soldiers  to  hang  up  some  of  their 
prisoners,  and  in  a  trice  four  of  the  unhappy  wretches  were  run  up  by  the 
heels,  while  their  heads  hung  downwards.  In  that  position  the  infuriated 
soldiers  dashed  at  them  with  the  butt-ends  of  their  muskets,  and  very  soon 
put  them  out  of  their  misery.  Their  companions  in  misfortune,  if  not  in 
guilt,  meantime  were  shrieking  out  for  mercy  and  protesting  their 
innocence,  but  in  Tain.  The  soldiers  laughed  and  jeered  at  them,  and 
hurrying  them  on  up  to  a  burning  house,  forced  them  into  the  flames  at 
the  points  of  their  bayonets.  As  they  rushed  shrieking  out  covered  with 
fire,  they  were  driven  back  again  till  the  devouring  element  grasped 
them  at  length  in  its  deadly  embrace.  Then,  with  loud  shouts  of 
demoniacal  satisfaction,  the  enraged  soldiers  rushed  away  to  look  for 
fresh  victims.  Miserable  was  the  fate  while  they  were  in  that  humour 
of  those  who  fell  into  their  hands.  I  never  saw  so  dreadful  a  spectacle 
before,  and  hope  never  to  see  such  a  one  again. 

A  short  time  afterwards  General  Howe  had  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  to 
General  Washington  respecting  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  when  he  was 
said  to  have  most  solemnly  denied  having  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
burning  of  the  city.  The  flames  were  happily  stopped  after  about  a 
fourth  part  of  it  had  been  burned  to  the  ground.  On  the  night  of  the 
30th  the  rebels  made  an  attack  on  Montizieur's  Island,  but  were  repulsed 
with  the  loss  of  a  major  and  several  men  who  were  taken  prisoners. 

On  the  2nd  of  October  Delisle  and  I,  with  Harry  Sumner,  having  got 
leave  to  go  on  shore,  agreed  to  walk  out  to  visit  the  lines  at  King's 
Bridge,  where  our  army  was  intrenched  in  sight  of  that  of  the  Americans. 
Just  as  wo  were  setting  off  Mercer  said  he  would  come  also.  The  day 
was  lovely.  The  air  was  so  bright  and  pure  and  exhilarating  that  it 
was  a  pleasure  alone  to  breathe  it^ne  of  those  days  of  autumn  met 
with  in  the  northern  pai't  of  America  which  go  by  the  name  of  the  Indian 
summer.  A  thin  gauze-like  mist  filled  the  atmosphere,  giving  a  warm, 
almost  tropical,  look  to  the  landscape ;  the  water  looked  bluer,  the  fields 
greener,  the  sands  yellower,  and  the  rocks  browner  than  I  had  ever  seen 
them ;  while  the  tints  of  autumn,  just  showing  themselves  on  the  more 
exposed  sides  of  the  trees,  gave  the  woods  wonderfully  rich  and  varied 
hues.    We  took  a  path  through  orchards  and  woods  and  across  fields, 
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meadows,  and  gaidens,  which' bore  eyident  and  sad  traces  of  the  advance 
of  hostile  armies.  Fences  and  embankments  were  levelled,  cottages 
burnt,  fruit-trees  and  fruit-bushes  cut  down  or  uprooted,  gardens  tram- 
pled over  and  destroyed,  here  and  there  a  few  fragrant  flowers  rearing 
their  heads  like  guardian  angels  among  the  surrounding  scene  of  havock, 
/  alone  showing  that  the  spot  might  once  have  been  some  peaceful  man's 
earthly  paradise. 

\Ye  at  length  reached  the  British  lines.  They  extended  in  one  con- 
tinuous encampment  from  Horen's  Hook  on  the  Harlem  Eiver  for  about 
two  miles  directly  across  the  island  of  Manhattan  to  the  Hudson,  both 
flanks  being  guarded  by  the  men-of-war.  Commanding  the  sea,  as  we 
did,  it  was  impossible  to  hold  a  strongs  position.  On  the  other  side  of 
an  open  plain,  well  posted  on  a  succession  of  rocky  heights,  appeared 
the  rebel  forces,  the  advanced  sentries  of  the  two  armies  being  within 
hail  of  each  other.  On  our  left  the  enemy  occupied  a  strong  fortress 
called  Fort  Washington,  which  overlooked  the  Hudson,  and  two  miles 
north  of  it  was  King's  Bridge,  the  only  passage  to  the  mainland  across 
the  inlet  of  the  Hudson  I  have  before  mentioned,  which  joins  it  to  the 
Harlem  Eiver,  called  by  the  Dutch  Spyt  den-Duivel  Creek,  and  which 
still  retains  its  unpleasant-sounding  name. 

The  object  of  our  party  seemed  to  be  to  get  possession  of  Fort  Wash- 
ington, and  so  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.  It  was  said  that  General 
Howe  ought  to  have  sent  a  strong  force  up  the  Hudson  and  attacked 
Washington  in  the  rear,  while  the  rest  of  the  army  pressed  him  in  front ; 
but  he  did  not  make  the  attempt  till  it  was  too  late,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  American  troops  had  crossed  King's  Bridge  and  taken  up  a  strong 
position  among  the  hills  in  the  interior.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  severe 
fighting  after  this,  and  Fort  Washington,  which  had  been  gallantly 
defended  by  a  brave  American  officer,  Colonel  Magan,  was  captured  by 
us,  with  its  garrison  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  men. 

We  spent  some  time  in  the  camp  talking  to  various  acquaintances  among 
the  soldier  officers  whom  we  met,  and  as  we  wandered  on  we  came  to  a 
spot  where  a  drum-head  court-martial  was  sitting.  They  were  trying  a 
man  who  had  been  accused  of  being  a  spy,  captured  endeavouring  to  make 
his  way  out  of  the  camp  at  night.  He  had  just  been  pronounced  guilty. 
He  stood  with  his  arms  bound  and  soldiers  holding  him  on  either  side. 
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Ho  was  a  fine  toll  young  man  with  an  intelligent  countenance,  and 
though  dressed  in  the  hunter's  garb  of  a  backwoodsman,  torn  and  travel- 
stained,  and  covered  with  dirt,  while  his  appearance  was  as  rough  as  ho 
could  make  it,  I  thought  as  I  looked  at  him  that  ho  was  above  the  rank 
he  had  assumed.  A  few  short  moments  only  were  allowed  him  from  the 
time  of  his  condemnation  till  his  execution.  His  guilt  was  clear ;  he 
did  not  even  attempt  to  defend  himself.  The  president  had  just  finished 
addressing  him  as  we  came  up. 

"  If  it  is  a  crime  to  love  one's  countiy  better  than  anything  else  on 
earth,  to  exert  every  faculty  of  mind  and  body,  to  sacrifice  one's  time  and 
property,  to  risk  liberty  and  life  to  serve  her,  then  I  am  guilty — to  love 
liberty  and  freedom  of  conscience,  to  hate  tyranny  and  oppression,  then  I 
am  indeed  a  criminal,"  he  answered  in  an  unshaken  voice.  "  You  call  me 
A  spy  and  load  me  with  opprobrium.  It  was  necessary  to  gain  information 
as  to  the  movements  of  your  mercenary  army :  twice  have  I  obtained 
that  information  and  carried  it  to  our  noble  general.  My  only  regret  is 
that  I  have  not  succeeded  a  third  time  in  so  doing ;  but  understand  that 
though  I  have  thus  laboured  to  injure  you  secretly,  I  have  ever  fought 
openly  against  you  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  on  that  account  I  might 
plead  to  die  a  soldier's  death,  and  not  to  be  treated  as  a  dog  and  himg. 
Yet  it  matters  little.  According  to  your  laws  my  sentence  is  just.  I 
seek  not  to  appeal  from  it,  and  I  die  with  the  joyous  certainty  that 
the  righteous  cause  for  which  I  suffer  will  triumph  at  last,  and  that  your 
proud  legions  will  retire  from  this  country  defeated  and  disgraced." 

"Silence,  young  man  1"  exclaimed  the  president;  "you  departed  from 
your  allegiance  to  your  lawful  sovereign;  you  acknowledge  that  you 
have  taken  up  arms  against  his  troops,  and  you  are  now  found  acting 
the  despicable  part  of  a  spy.  Your  false  reasoning  cannot  induce  me 
to  alter  the  sentence  pronounced  against  you.  You  have  but  a  few 
minutes  in  which  to  take  your  farewell  of  life." 

No  sooner  did  Mercer  catch  sight  of  the  prisoner  than  he  turned 
very  pale,  and  as  he  laid  his  hand  on  my  shoulder  I  felt  that  it  trem- 
bled violently. 

"What  is  the  matter,  Mercer  1"  I  asked. 

"That  noble  fellow  who  stands  there  is  my  schoolfellow,  my  old 
&miliar  friend  1 "  he  cried,  scarcely  aware  of  what  he  said ;  then,  unable 
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to  restrain  himself,  he  nished  forward  and  seized  the  prisoner's  hand. 
" Sydney  Markham!**  he  exclaimed,  with  deep  earnestness,  looking  up 
into  the  face  of  the  condemned  man,  who  gazed  at  him  with  an  expres- 
sion of  recognition  and  affection ;  "  say  that  you  are  not  guilty ;  that 
you  have  not  been  acting  the  part  of  a  spy.  You  were  ever  the  soul  of 
honour;  I  will  answer  for  you;  they  wUl  not  destroy  you.  If  they 
give  you  time  you  can  easily  disprove  the  foul  accusation  brought  against 
you.  Say  so,  Sydney,  speak !  Tell  them  that  you  are  not  guilty.  I  will 
fly  to  the  general — I  wiU  go  on  my  knees  before  him,  I  will  entreat  for 
your  life ;  I  will  offer  mine  instead  of  yours." 

The  unhappy  young  man  shook  his  head,  and  with  a  faint  smilo 
answered,  ''  Mercer,  I  cannot  disprove  the  accusation  brought  against  me. 
We  may  differ  in  our  views,  yet,  believe  me,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have 
swerved  from  the  path  of  honour,  and  therefore,  noble  and  high-minded 
as  you  ever  were,  I  am  still  worthy  to  be  called  your  fiiend.  But  we 
are  wasting  precious  time ;  the  minutes  of  my  life  are  numbered,  and  I 
must  prepare  for  death." 

"  Oh,  no,  no,  no !  I  must  strive  to  save  you ;  I  cannot  bear  to  see  you 
thus  snatched  away  from  life."  Then  he  turned  abruptly  to  the  president 
of  the  court.  '^  This  man  cannot  be  as  guilty  as  you  suppose,  sir,"  he 
exclaimed,  with  a  look  of  agony ;  ''  he  would  never  have  sought  to 
injure  the  King's  forces  unfairly;  lot  him  live  till  I  have  seen  Sir 
William  Howe ;  he  may  order  a  reprieve  till  he  has  inquired  more  into 
the  particulars  of  the  case." 

"  You  ask  an  impossibility,  sir,"  answered  the  officer,  who  was  of  the 
Martinet  school,  as  stern  and  unbending  as  one  of  his  men's  muskets ; 
"  he  has  been  found  guilty,  and  I  have  no  power  to  reprieve  him.  We 
must  put  a  stop  to  this  system  of  sending  spies  into  our  camp.  The 
higher  his  position  and  education  the  more  deserving  he  is  of  punish- 
ment. Sergeant  of  the  guard,  carry  out  the  sentence  pronounced  on  the 
prisoner." 

"  You  see  it  is  useless,  my  friend,"  said  the  young  man.  "Come  and 
assist  me  to  meet  death  like  a  man." 

"  Oh,  my  friend,  say  rather  like  a  Christian,"  cried  Mercer,  again  taking 
his  hand ;  and  together  they  walked  to  a  tree  where  a  sergeant  and  some 
soldiers  were  armnging   a   block  and   rope.     Mercer  was  allowed  to 
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continue  by  the  side  of  his  fiiend,  and  together  thej  knelt  do'wn  on  the 
grass  and  prayed  for  mercy  and  forgiveness  to  Him  who  is  the  fountain 
of  all  mercy  and  swift  to  foigiye.  The  chaplain  of  one  of  the  regiments 
had  been  sent  for.  He  came  at  length,  and  the  prisoner  accepted  his 
ministrations  alone,  but  soon  again  asked  Mercer  to  join  hiuL 

In  a  short  time,  terribly  short  it  appeared  to  me,  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  party  looked  at  his  watch.  The  prisoner  saw  the  movement ;  he  started 
to  his  feet.  **  I  am  ready,"  he  exclaimed,  with  a  firm  voice ;  "  I  will- 
iiigly  give  my  life  for  my  country's  freedom,  well  assured  that  ere  long 
America  will  be  free  to  advance  onward  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  mighty 
destiny  in  store  for  her,  and  those  who  now  seek  to  oppress  her  will  have 
departed  with  defeat  and  disgrace  from  her  shores." 

Mercer  entreated  him,  when  he  ceased  speaking,  to  calm  himself;  ho 
did  so  with  wonderful  self-command.  Another  quarter  of  an  hour  was 
allowed  him,  and  at  the  end  of  it  a  signal  was  given,  the  rope  was 
thrown  over  his  neck,  and  he  was  run  up  to  a  high  branch  of  the  tree 
imder  which  he  had  been  standing.  There  was  a  loud  cry,  but  it  was 
uttered  by  Mercer;  Delisle  and  I  rushed  forward— <mr  messmate  had 
fainted.  We  got  him  into  a  neighbouring  hut,  where  an  officer  gave  us 
every  assistance  in  his  power.  Meantime  the  body  of  the  spy  had  been 
removed.  As  soon  as  Mercer  had  recovered  we  led  him  as  quickly  as 
possible  out  of  the  camp  in  the  direction  of  our  ship,  and  got  him 
.without  delay  on  board.  He  made  no  allusion  on  the  way  to  what  had 
occurred ;  nor  did  he  indeed  ever  speak  of  it  to  me.  I  expected  to  find 
the  next  day  that  he  was  taken  ill,  but  he  still  went  about  his  duty  as 
usual,  though  his  nervous  system  had  received  a  shock  from  which  it  was 
evident  he  would  take  long  to  recover.  This  was  the  last  adventure  I 
have  noted  during  our  stay  at  Kew  York. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Once  more  at  seiL^DriTO  a  schooner  on  shore. — Blows  up. — ^Mercer's  death.^Gaptare 
a  sloop.— Sent  away  in  her.— A  gale. — Engagement  with  privateer. — Beat  her  off. 
—Sent  to  New  Tork  as  commodore  of  prizes. — Jovial  life  on  shore.— «Ill-condactcd 
expeditions. 

Wb  weie  once  more  at  sea^  and  truly  glad  were  all  hands  on  board  to 
find  themselves  in  deep  water  again.  The  shore  of  Long  Island,  faint 
and  I0W9  was- just  discernible  astern,  while  Sandy  Hook  and  the  high- 
lands of  Neveraink  arose  in  the  distance  over  our  starboard  quarter. 
As  I  looked  on  the  far-off  shore  I  could  not  help  thinking  of  the  scenes 
of  strife  and  destruction  which,  in  all  probability,  were  going  on  there, 
and  feeling  heartily  glad  that  we  were  away  from  them  for  a  time.  We 
had  quitted  Turtle  Bay  on  the  3rd  and  dropped  down  to  Staten  Island. 
On  our  passage  down  we  ran  on  board  a  transport  and  carried  away  our 
larboard  fore-chains,  cathead,  and  small  bower-anchor  stock,  not  to  speak 
of  having  so  severely  damaged  the  transport  that  she  nearly  sank.  On  the 
12th  of  the  month,  having  repaired  damages,  we  put  to  sea  with  his 
Majesty's  ship  **  Daphne"  in  company.  We  were  on  our  way  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Delaware  with  the  intention  of  capturing,  burning,  sinking,  or 
otherwise  destroying  all  vessels  of  every  description  belonging  to  the 
colonists  which  we  could  faU  in  with,  an  odd  method,  it  would  seem,  of 
bringing  them  to  reason  and  making  them  loyal  subjects  of  his  Mi^esty, 
though  our  proceedings  did  not  strike  me  in  that  light  just  then.  For  a 
couple  of  days  we  had  a  fair  wind,  which  carried  us  nearly  up  to  our 
cruising  ground.  On  the  14th  Captain  Hudson  made  a  signal  to  the 
"  Daphne^'  to  go  in  chase  of  a  sail  seen  to  the  southward,  and  shortly 
afterwards  another  sail  was  seen  standing  towards  us  from  the  westward. 
We  soon  made  her  out  to  be  a  man-of-war,  and  on  exchanging  signals 
she  proved  to  be  the  ^*  Eangfisher  "  sloop-of-war.  Within  an  hour  after 
she  joined  us.  As  we  continued  our  course  to  the  southward  the  look-out 
at  the  mast  head  hailed  the  deck.     ''  A  sail  in  the  south-east,"  said  he. 
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"  What  is  she  likel"  asked  Captain  Hudson. 

^' A  suspicions-looking  craft— a  schooner,  sir ;  a  merchantman  of  some 
sort,"  was  the  answer. 

This  announcement  put  us  all  on  the  alert,  and  as  soon  as  every 
stitch  of  sail  we  could  cany  had  been  clapped  on  the  ship  several 
ofiScers  were  seen  going  aloft  with  their  spy-glasses  slung  by  rope- 
yarns  over  their  shoulders  to  have  a  look  at  the  chase.  I  was  among 
the  number,  so  was  Mercer.  We  soon  afterwards  made  the  land,  which 
as  we  drew  near  we  recognized  as  Cape  May.  We  were  rapidly  over- 
hauling the-  chase,  which  was  steering  directly  for  the  coast,  and  it  was 
a  question  whether  we  should  come  up  with  her  before  she  ran  on  shore 
or  got  under  shelter  among  any  rocks  which  might  be  there.  There  is 
nothing  so  exciting  in  a  sea  life  as  a  chase ;  the  discussion  as  to  what  the 
stranger  may  prove,  friend  or  foe,  with  or  without  a  cargo,  armed,  and 
likely  to  show  fight,  or  helpless,  worth  having  or  valueless;  and,  more 
than  all,  whether  or  not  one  is  likely  to  overtake  her.  There  is  only  one 
thing  beats  it,  and  that  is  to  be  chased,  and  I  cannot  say  that  the  sensations 
are  so  agreeable.  We  were  most  of  us  in  high  spirits  at  the  thoughts  of 
making  a  capture ;  the  first,  we  hoped,  of  a  number  of  prizes  we  should 
take  during  our  cruise.  The  only  person  who  did  not  take  an  interest 
in  the  affair  was  Mercer.  He  was  grave  and  careworn  as  before ;  indeed, 
it  struck  me  that  his  melancholy  had  increased  lately.  He  was  sitting 
close  to  me  at  the  fore-top-mast-head. 

**  Hurrah  I  wo  are  overhauling  her ;  we  shall  soon  be  up  with  her  1 "  I 
exclaimed. 

"Hurry,"  said  he,  turning  round  suddenly,  "I  cannot  bear  this  life. 
I  wish  to  do  my  duty,  to  remain  faithful  to  my  allegiance,  and  yet,  I  care 
not  who  knows  it,  all  my  sympathies  are  with  those  England  has  made 
her  foes.  I  have  but  one  resource ;  I  must  quit  the  service.  I  would 
that  I  could  reach  some  desert  isle  where  I  could  hide  my  head  far  fix)m 
the  haunts  of  men.  I  would  even  welcome  death  as  an  alternative. 
Hurricane,  do  you  know  I  have  of  late  felt  as  if  my  days  were  already 
numbered,  and  that  my  stay  on  earth  will  be  very  short.  Once  the 
thought  would  have  made  me  unhappy;  now  I  contemplate  it  with 
satisfaction,  even  at  moments  as  a  welcome  boon." 

I  did  my  utmost  to  turn  my  firiend's  mind  from  the  gloomy  contempla- 
tions which  occupied  it.    I  had  conceived  of  late    much  _ 
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for  him  than  I  had  ^hen  we  first  met ;  there  was  much  that  was  generous 
and  romantic  in  his  character  which  attracted  me,  besides  which  his  courage 
and  coolness  in  danger  had  often  excited  my  admiration.  I  had  been, 
as  I  have  said,  using  all  the  arguments  I  could  think  of  to  turn  his 
thoughts  into  another  channel,  when  ho  replied, — 

"  I  know  that  I  am  wrong  to  give  way  to  these  feelings.  My  religion 
teaches  me  to  trust  in  God's  good  providence  and  to  believe  that  all 
He  orders  is  for  the  best.  I  spoke  as  I  did  from  weakness  and  want  of 
faith ;  still  I  teU  you  that  I  am  certain  before  long  I  shall  meet  my  death* 
I  am  endeavouring  to  prepare  for  that  awful  moment;  but  it  is  at  times, 
notwithstanding  what  I  have  just  said,  very,  very  hard  to  contemplate." 

After  speaking  much  in  the  same  strain  as  before,  I  told  him  that  I  had 
known  so  many  people  oppressed  with  the  same  feeling  that  he  suffered 
from,  of  approaching  death,  who  had  lived  very  many  years  afterwards,  that 
I  put  not  the  slightest  fedth  in  such  prognostications.  ''At  the  same 
time,"  I  continued,  "  many  a  macn  who  expects  to  lose  his  life  when 
going  into  battle  does  so ;  but  then  he  would  have  been  lulled  whether 
he  expected  it  or  not ;  so,  my  dear  Mercer,  I  hope  you  will  live  to  see 
peace  restored,  and  to  eiyoy  many  happy  days  at  home." 

Mercer  shook  his  head,  then  took  a  long,  eager  look  at  the  shore 
towards  which  we  were  approaching. 

The  "  Kingfisher "  had  been  somewhat  more  to  the  south  than  we 
were  when  we  sighted  the  chase.  At  first  she  had  evidently  hoped 
to  double  Capo  May  and  to  run  up  the  Delaware,  but,  that  hope  being 
cut  ofP,  her  only  mode  of  escape  was* to  make  directly  for  the  land ;  and 
it  now  became  evident  to  Mercer  and  mo,  as  we  sat  on  our  lofty  perch, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  her  crew  to  run  her  on  shore.  Our 
conversation  was  brought  to  a  conclusion  by  our  being  obliged  to  descend 
to  attend  to  our  duties  on  deck. 

The  poor  little  schooner  had  but  a  small  prospect  of  escape  with 
two  big  ships  in  chase,  but  the  man  who  commanded  her  was  a 
gallant  fellow,  and  it  was  evident  would  persevere  while  a  chance  of 
escape  remained. 

"  Fire  the  foremost  gun,  Mr.  "Willis,  and  bring  that  follow  to,"  said 
Captain  Hudson  as  we  got  her  within  range. 

"Ay,  ay,  sir,"  answered  the  first  lieutenant,  going  forward  to  see  the 
order  executed.  ^    n^n^n\o 
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Still  the  chase  seemed  to  have  no  notion  of  giying  in.  Shot  after  shot 
was  fired,  none  striking  her,  and  soon  the  "  Kingfisher  "  joined  in  the 
practice,  with  like  effect. 

^*  I  believe  the  fellow  will  manage  to  run  his  craft  on  shore  before  he 
strikes/'  observed  the  captain.  '^  He  has  very  likely  a  valuable  cargo  on 
board." 

"Powder  or  anns  for  the  rebels  probably,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Heron. 
"  "We  shall  have  to  cut  him  out." 

"I  expect  so,  and  intend  to  give  you  charge  of  the  expedition," 
replied  Captain  Hudson.  "  I  hope  that  you  will  give  as  good  an  account  of 
the  foe  as  you  did  at  Kip's  Bay,  Mr.  Heron." 

The  second  lieutenant  made  a  face  as  if  he  did  not  like  the  subject. 

We  were  now  rapidly  overhauling  the  chase.  We  had  been  standing  in 
on  a  line  a  little  to  the  north  of  her,  to  prevent  her  hauling  across  our 
bows  and  beating  up  to  windward  along-shore  ^'i  shallow  water,  which  it 
was  just  possible  she  might  attempt  to  do.  Thus  every  chance  of  escape 
on  that  side  was  cut  off  from  her.  At  length  one  of  our  shots  struck 
her  and  carried  away  her  main-top-mast.  Our  crew  gave  a  loud  hurrah. 
It  was  replied  to  by  her  people  in  bravado.  Several  successive  shots  did 
further  damage,  yet  still  she  would  not  give  in.  Her  crew  might  have 
hoped  to  draw  us  on  shore,  but  Captain  Hudson  was  too  wary  to  be  thus 
taken  in. 

'    "  Shorten  sail,  Mr.  Willis,"  he  shouted,  "  and  make  the  signal  to  the 
'  Kingfisher '  to  do  the  same." 

Just  as  our  canvas  was  reduced  and  the  heads  of  the  ships  turned  off 
shore,  gracefully  bowing  to  the  sea  which  rolled  in,  there  was  a  shout 
from  those  who  were  on  the  look-out  on  the  chase.  She  had  run  on 
shore.  As  she  struck  the  rocks  both  her  masts  went  by  the  board. 
Captain  Hudson  on  this  ordered  three  boats  from  us  to  be  manned  and 
two  from  the  "  Kingfisher,"  to  go  in  and  try  to  get  her  off,  if  not  to 
destroy  her,  for  which  purpose  we  took  the  tisual  combustibles.  Mr. 
Heron  went  in  one,  and  had  charge  of  the  expedition.  Mercer  went  in 
another,  and  I  had  command  of  a  third.  The  ''  Kingfisher,"  at  the  same 
time,  stood  in  as  close  as  she  could,  and  then  furling  sails  was  warped  in 
with  springs  on  her  cables,  to  cover  us  in  case  we  should  be  molested. 
The  schooner  had  run  in  within  a  reef,  which  protected  her  somewhat 
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from  the  sea.  As  we  drew  near,  I  saw  tliat  her  ciew  weie  still  on  boards 
My  boat  had  taken  the  lead  of  the  others. 

"  Give  way,  my  lads,  give  way  1"  I  shouted ;  "  we  shall  have  time  to 
catch  the  fellows  before  they  set  their  crafb  on  fire.''  I  was  not  aware  at 
the  time  that  they  were  not  likely  to  do  that  same  thing.  The  sea  was 
breaking  over  her  forward,  but  without  much  violence.  She  lay  at  about 
seventy  to  a  hundred  yards  from  the  shore.  I  steered  for  her  quarter, 
and  as  I  and  my  men  sprung  on  board,  her  crew  tumbled  over  the  bows 
into  their  boat,  and  made  good  way  towards  the  beach.  So  precipitate 
had  been  their  retreat  that  they  left  behind  them  two  poor  fellows  who 
had  been  wounded  by  our  shot.  As  our  boats  came  round  the  stem  of 
the  schooner,  and  saw  the  rebels  escaping,  the  two  belonging  to  the  sloop- 
of-war  pulled  away  in  chase,  while  Mr.  Heron  and  Mercer  jumped  on 
board.  The  "  Kingfisher's  "  boats  would  have  captured  the  rebels,  but, 
just  as  they  were  abou^  doing  so,  up  started  three  or  four  hundred 
militiamen  from  behind  some  sand  hills,  while  other  bodies  were  seen 
rushing  down  from  all  directions  towards  us.  They  immediately  opened 
so  heavy  a  fire  on  the  two  boats  that  they  were  compelled  to  desist  from 
the  pursuit,  and  wisely  beat  a  retreat  to  the  schooner.  The  sloop-of- 
war  on  this  fired  on  the  people  on  shore.  There  were  probably  by  this 
time  a  thousand  or  more  possessed  of  every  possible  description  of  fire- 
arm. The  '^ Kingfisher"  dispersed  those  who  had  first  shown  them- 
selves in  an  exposed  situation,  and  knocked  several  of  them  over,  but  the 
rest  kept  up  so  very  heavy  a  fire  on  us  that  we  were  glad  to  dive  down 
below  to  get  out  of  it.  We  at  once  found  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
to  get  the  schooner  off,  and  we  then  set  to  work  to  examine  her  cargo.  I 
had  gone  into  the  cabin,  where  I  found  the  ship's  manifest.  I  took  it  up 
to  read  it,  as  I  concluded  it  would  give  me  the  information  we  required. 
I  saw  that  some  dry  goods  had  been  shipped,  and  some  saltpetre,  and  I 
had  just  read  "  Three  hundred  and  sixty  barrels  of  gunpotoder  " — an 
article  very  much  in  request  among  the  rebels — ^when  there  was  a  cry 
raised  of  "  Fire,  fire,  fire ! "  Mr.  Heron  had  made  the  same  discovery  by 
seeing  some  suspicious  black  grains  falling  out  of  a  cask,  and  he  had  just 
before  beat  a  retreat. 

"To  the  boats,  to  the  boats,  for  your  lives,  my  men!"  I  shouted, 
springing  on  deck,  followed  by  my  men.     We  tumbled  into  our  boats 
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vriih  no  little  speed,  and  seized  our  oars,  to  place  as  mach  distance  as  we 
could  between  ourselves  and  the  threatened  danger.  As  I  was  leaving 
the  vessel,  I  saw  Mercer,  with  some  of  his  people,  apparently  endeavour- 
ing to  lift  the  two  poor  wounded  Americans  into  his  boat.  It  was 
but  a  glance,  for  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  that  awful  moment  pre- 
vented me  seeing  more. 

"  Give  way,  give  way  for  your  lives !"  I  shbuted.  No  sooner  did  our 
heads  appear  above  the  schooner's  bulwarks  than  the  rebels  redoubled 
their  fire  on  us,  but  we  cared  not  for  them.  We  scarcely  had  got  clear 
irom  the  side  of  the  ill-flsited  vessel,  when  a  terrific,  thundering,  roaring' 
noise  assailed  our  ears ;  a  vivid  flash  blinded  us ;  a  scorching  heat  almost 
consumed  its ;  and  as  we  bent  our  heads  in  mute  dismay,  nearer  despair, 
after  a  few  moments  of  awful  silence,  down  ctone  crashing  about  us 
burning  fragments  of  timbers  and  planks  and  spars  and  sails,  and, 
horror  of  horrors !  pieces  of  what  im  instant  before  had  been  human  forms, 
breathing  with  life  and  strength.  The  oars  were  knocked  from  the  men's 
hands-^dashed  to  atoms.  Several  of  the  men  were  struck  down,  shrieking 
with  agony  £rom  the  dreadful  wounds  the  heavy  pieces  of  burning  wood 
and  the  hot  iron  inflicted ;  the  very  air  was  darkened  for  some  moments^ 
and  it  seemed  that  the  horrible  shower  would  never  cease.  Even  the 
enemy  were  awe-struck  at  the  catastrophe,  and  ceased  firing,  as  did  the 
sloop-of-war.  Our  boats'  crews  took  the  opportunity  to  get  out  the  spare 
oars,  and  to  pull  out  to  sea.  As  they  did  so  they  rose  up  and  gave  the 
enemy  three  cheers,  which,  as  may  be  supposed,  drew  down  on  them  a 
hot  fire  in  return.  An  important  service  had  been  accomplished  in  the 
destruction  of  the  powder,  but  I  was  in  no  mood  for  cheering.  Five 
boats  had  gone  in,  four  only  were  coming  out.  The  fifth  floated,  shat- 
tered and  blackened,  over  the  scene  of  destruction,  but  no  one  was  in  her. 
She  was  the  boat  commanded  by  Mercer.  He  and  all  his  crew  had  been 
swept  to  destruction.  His  anticipations  of  coming  evil  had  indeed  been 
speedily  verified.  Two  short  hours  ago  he  and  I  were  sitting  side  by  side 
away  from  the  crowded  deck,  talking  of  matters  of  deep  importance,  to 
fathom  which  I  felt  was  far  beyond  my  comprehension.  Now,  though 
scarce  a  remnant  of  his  blackened  form  could  be  discovered,  he,  I  trusted, 
was  on  his  way  to  those  realms  inhabited  by  beings  of  bright  intelligence, 
to  whom  all  such  mysteries  are  clear  as  noon-day.    He  died  in  full 
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assuiance  of  salvation  tlirougli  a  merciful  Saviour ;  his  last  act  one  of 
charity,  of  the  noblest  self-devotion.     "  Which,  then,  is  the  happiest  V 
"JSiot  I,  not  I."    I  bent  my  head  and  thought  of  what  I  was,  of  wliat  I 
might  become,  unless  protected  by  the  loving  mercy  of  a  higher  power 
than  that  of  man's  feeble  wilL 

The  next  day  we  parted  company  from  the  '^  Kingfisher,"  and  went  in 
quest  of  the  "  Daphne,"  which  joined  us  that  evening,  having  missed  the 
vessel  of  which  she  had  gone  in  chase. 

On  the  20th  we  captured  a  small  schooner  from  Philadelphia,  bound  to 
the  West  Indies,  with  flour  and  Indian  com,  and,  having  taken  out  the 
crew  and  the  flour,  we  set  her  on  fire,  to  the  no  small  grief  of  her  master 
and  owner,  who  stood  looking  at  her  as  we  left  her  blazing  away  and 
lighting  up  the  darkness  of  a  November  night.  On  the  24th  a  suspicious 
sail  hove  in  sight,  which  we  made  out  to  be  an  English  brig,  though  she 
showed  no  colours;  but,  as  she  did  her  best  to  get  away  from  us,  we  made 
chase  after  her.  A  shot  brought  her  to,  when  we  found  that  she  was 
bound  from  the  coast  of  Guinea,  had  a  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  ivory 
on  board,  and  had  been  taken  by  the  "Congress"  and  " Chance"  privateers 
Her  captors  looked  very  blue,  but  had  to  submit  to  their  fate.  Captain 
Hudson  ordered  Kennedy,  with  four  hands,  to  take  charge  of  her,  and  to 
carry  her  into  New  York. 

"  We  shall  meet  there  I  hope  soon,  Hurry,"  said  he,  as  he  was  shoving 
off  to  take  possession  of  his  new  command.  "  If  we  can  but  contrive  to 
spend  some  little  time  there,  we'll  manage  to  amuse  ourselves  now  that 
the  place  is  free  from  those  dunder-headed  rebels." 

"  I  hope  so  too.  It  will  not  be  my  fault  if  I  do  not  follow  you  soon," 
I  replied,  "  only,  I  say,  Kennedy,  take  care  that  the  brig  is  not  recaptured 
by  any  of  those  same  dunder-headed  rebels." 

**  No  fear,  no  fear;  IH  keep  too  bright  a  look-out  for  that,"  he  answered, 
laughing. 

He  had  a  fair  wind  and  every  prospect  of  a  quick  run,  so  that  I  hoped 
to  find  him  at  New  York  when  I  got  the  chance  of  going  there. 

On  the  dOth  we  again  parted  from  the  "  Daphne,"  and  soon  after  gave 
chase  to  a  sloop,  which,  after  firing  a  few  shots,  we  brought  to.  I  was  at 
once  sent  on  board  to  take  possession.  I  found  her  armed  with  eight 
caniage  four-pounders,  fourteen  swivels  and  four  cohorns,  and  laden  with 
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ram,  porter,  floor  and  bread,  and  I  dare  say  she  would  have  proved  as 
ugly  a  customer  to  any  small  craft  she  might  have  fallen  in  with  as  she 
would  have  been  a  welcome  guest  at  the  port  to  which  she  was  bound. 
Grampus  and  Tom  Kockets  had  accompanied  me  as  part  of  my  boat's 
crew.  Scarcely  had  I  got  on  board  when  another  sail  was  seen  from  tho 
mast-head  of  the  "  Orpheus,"  so  Captain  Hudson  ordered  me  to  keep  them 
and  another  man,  and  to  send  the  prisoners  on  board  with  the  rest  of  the 
crew,  which  done,  I  was  to  cruise  about  in  the  neighbourhood  to  wait  his 
return.  A  midshipman's  personal  comfort  is  not  much  considered  on 
such  occasions,  so  that  I  was  unable  to  get  any  clothes  or  even  a  change 
of  linen  before  my  ship  was  standing  away  with  all  sail  set  in  chase  of 
the  stranger  last  seen.  My  prize,  I  found,  was  called  the  ''Colonel 
Parry." 

"  What  do  you  think  of  our  craft?"  said  I  to  Grampus,  who  had  been 
running  his  eye  over  her,  inside  and  out. 

"  Why,  Mr.  Hurry,  she's  seen  no  little  service  in  her  time,  I'm  thinking; 
and  if  so  be  there  comes  a  gale  of  wind,  she'll  require  delicate  handling,  or 
she'll  be  apt  to  go  t'other  way  to  what  the  schooner  we  last  took  did- 
Now,  to  my  mind,  sir,  the  weather  doesn't  look  at  all  pleasant  like,  and  I 
shouldn't  be  «urprised  but  what  we  get  a  pretty  heavy  gale  of  wind  before 
nightfall." 

"  I  think  so  too,"  said  I.  "  There's  one  comfort,  if  we  do  not  fall  in 
with  the  '  Orpheus '  again  for  a  month  to  come,  we've  provisions  enough 
on  board — ^we  shall  not  starve." 

Old  Nol's  prognostications  were  fulfilled  even  sooner  than  we  expected; 
a  black,  heavy  bank  of  clouds  came  rolling  up  towards  tis ;  and  as  the 
frigate's  top-gallant  sails,  shining  with  peculiar  whiteness  against  the 
dark  mass,  sank  beneath  the  horizon,  we  were  pitching  our  bows  into 
a  heavy  sea  under  a  close-reefed  mainsail  and  foresail.  We  had  made 
ourselves  as  snug  as  we  could,  but  not  a  moment  too  soon.  Had  there 
been  a  trysail  on  board  I  should  have  set  it.  Even  with  the  sail  she 
had  on  her  the  vessel  strained  very  much,  and  sometimes  I  thought 
she  would  make  a  perfect  dip  of  it  and  go  down  head  foremost.  How- 
ever, I  had  done  all  I  could  do,  and  must  await  the  result. 

"  What's  the  matter  now  1"  said  I  to  Grampus,  who  had  gone  below  for 
a  short  time. 
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"  Why,  sir,  the  old  tub  is  taking  in  water  rather  faster  than  we  are 
likely  to  pump  it  out." 

"  We  must  try,  however,"  I  answered.  "  Man  the  pimips,  and  let's  do 
our  best." 

So  to  work  we  set.  The  weather  was  cool,  and  we  were  wet  with 
the  sea  and  spray,  but  the  exercise  kept  us  from  feeling  cold.  We  soon 
found  that  we  made  no  sensible  impression  on  the  water  in  the  hold, 
but  yet  it  was  something  to  keep  the  vessel  afloat.  While  so  employed, 
a  loud  bang  saluted  our  ears ;  a  heavier  blast  than  usual  had  split  both 
the  mainsail  and  foresail.  The  sails  soon  shivered  to  tatters.  I  could 
find  none  with  which  to  replace  them,  and  there  we  lay,  almost  water- 
logged, at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves.  A  long  November  nighty 
too,  was  coming  on,  and  I  felt  the  very  great  probability  that  we  might 
never  be  blessed  by  the  sight  of  another  dawn.  Grampus  took  it  very 
coolly;  he  had  been  in  many  similar  situations;  but  Tom  Eockets  was 
far  from  happy. 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  he,  as  the  gale  rose  higher  and  the  seas  tossed 
ns  helplessly  about,  ever  and  anon  deluging  our  decks,  "  what  is  to 
become  of  us,  sir  1  What  will  poor  mother  do  when  she  hears  that 
you  and  I  are  gone  to  the  bottom  in  this  outlandish  country,  where 
they  seem  to  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  fight  and  shoot  and  knock 
each  other  on  the  head  1" 

Poor  Tom's  notion  of  the  country  was  very  naturally  formed  from  his 
own  experience. 

"  I  hope,  Tom,  things  are  not  so  bad  as  you  fancy,"  said  I.  "  We  must 
pray  to  God,  and  trust  in  His  mercy  to  save  us.  He  has  power  to  hold 
ns  up  if  He  thinks  fit;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  too,  that  your  mother  and 
mine  are  praying  for  us,  and  I  feel  sure  that  He  will  listen  to  their  prayers, 
if  He  does  not  to  those  of  such  careless,  thoughtless  fellows  as  we  are." 

"That's  truth,  Mr.  Hurry,"  put  in  old  Grampus ;  "  there's  nothing  like 
having  a  good  mother  to  pray  for  one,  depend  on't.  While  my  old  mother 
lived,  I  always  felt  as  how  there  was  one  who  loved  me,  who  was  asking 
more  for  me  than  I  dared  ask  for  myself;  and  now  she's  gone  aloft,  I  don't 
think  she  has  forgotten  her  son,  though  I  doubt  if  she  would  know  his 
figure-head  if  she  was  to  see  him." 

"  I  cannot  say  exactly  that,  Grampus,"  said  I,  "  though  it  looks  to  me 
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like  true  philosophy ;  but  one  thing  I  do  kno>7 — and  that  the  Bible  tells 
us  plainly — that,  if  we  will  but  trust  and  believe  on  Him,  we  have  an 
Advocate  with  the  Father,  ever  pleading  for  us,  bad  as  we  may  have  been — 
He  who  came  into  the  world  to  save  us,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  He  knows  how  to  plead  for  us  better  than  any  earthly  parent, 
either  alive  or  in  heaven,  for  He  so  loved  us  that  He  took  our  nature  upon 
Him,  and  He  knows  all  things,  and  knows  our  weaknesses  and  tempta- 
tions, and  want  of  opportunities  of  gaining  knowledge." 

"  That's  true  again,  sir,"  observed  Grampus  ;  '*  that's  what  I  calls  right 
earnest  religion — you'll  pardon  me  for  saying  it,  but  to  my  mind  the 
parsons  couldn't  give  us  better." 

I  told  Grampus  I  was  glad  of  his  good  opinion,  and  we  talked  on  for 
some  time  much  in  the  same  strain.  I  had  gained  more  religious  know- 
ledge lately  from  poor  Mercer,  who,  during  the  last  weeks  we  had  been 
together,  had  been  very  assiduous  in  impressing  his  own  convictions  on 
me.  There  are  occasions  like  this  which  bring  people  of  different  ranks 
together,  and  which  draw  out  the  real  feelings  and  thoughts  of  the  heart, 
when  all  know  that  any  moment  may  be  their  last ;  a  slight  increase  of 
the  gale,  one  heavier  sea  than  usual,  the  starting  of  a  plank  may  send 
them  all  to  the  bottom.  The  pride  of  the  proudest  is  humbled,  the  fiercest 
man  is  made  meek.  Those  who  live  on  shore  at  ease,  and  are  seldom  or 
never  exposed  to  danger  or  are  in  hazard  of  their  lives,  can  scarcely 
understand  these  things ;  priding  themselves  on  their  education,  rank  or 
fortune,  they  look  down  on  all  beneath  them  as  unworthy  of  their 
thoughts  or  care,  and  I  verily  believe  that  some  of  them  fancy  that  a 
different  Creator  made  them — ^that  they  were  sent  into  the  world  for 
different  objects,  and  that  they  will  go  to  a  different  heaven  when  they 
die — that  is  to  say,  if  they  ever  think  of  dying,  or  ever  trouble  their  heads 
about  an  hereafter.  I  have  often  wished  to  get  those  young  gentlemen 
in  just  such  a  position  as  I  was  that  night,  and  they  could  not  &il  to 
learn  a  lesson  which  they  would  remember  to  the  end  of  their  days. 

In  the  morning  watch  the  gale  began  to  abate. 

'^  Come,"  said  I,  '*  let's  turn  to  and  see  if  wo  cannot  lessen  the  water 
in  the  hold." 

"  Ay,  ay,  sir,"  replied  Grampus.     "  We've  a  chance  now,  I  think." 

We  therefore  all  set  to  work  with  a  will — there  is  nothing  like  trying 
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'what  can  be  done,  however  deeperate  afifaiis  may  s^m — and  before  daylight 
we  most  certainly  were  gaining  on  the  leaks.  We  now  foand  a  second 
jib  in  the  sail-room,  whiob^we  set  as  a  trysail,  thongh  I  had  not  much 
expectation  of  it  standings  and  by  its  means  we  hove  the  irassel  to.  This 
at  once  relieved  her  greatlyy  bat,  as  day  broke^  the  weather  looked  so  nn* 
promising  that  I  had  gnat  fieais  we  might  very  sopnbe  in  awoise  position 
than  before.  Our  comfort  was,  that  we  had  now  done  all  that  men  conid  doi, 
80  we  went  to  bveakihst  with  clear  coneciences  on  some  of  the  good  things 
left  us  by  the  former  owners.  We  lighted  a  fire  in  the  cabin,  dried  oar 
clothesj  wanned  our  bodies,  and  otherwise  made  ourselves  as  comfortable 
as  oircnmBtanota -would  admit.  On  deck  the  aspect  of  afiGsdrs  was  not  so 
cheeoag.  Kothingwas  to  ^be  seen  bat  dark  green  seas  crested  with  foam 
around  us,  and  black  lowering  clouds  overhead,  while  a  cold  whistling 
wind  did  its  best  to  blow  our  teeth  down  our  throats.  The  wind,  as  I 
.  expected,,  soon  breezed  up  again,  and  continued  blowing  heavily  the  whole 
day.  The  water,  however,  did  not  farther  gain  on  us,  so  I  had  hopes  that 
we  mi^t  stiil' weather  it  oat*  •  *Kighi  came  back  on  us  without  our  having 
seen  a  sail  or  experienced  any  change  for  the  better,  and  the  morning 
came,  and  the  next  day  passed  away  exactly  as  had  the  first.  We  had 
bread  enough  ta  GSit,  oad^  flour  to  make  dumplings,  bat  we  had  no  suet  to 
put  with  them,  so  tiiat  they  came  out  of  the  potas  hard  as  round  shots;  and 
we  had  ram  and  porter  ina-superabundance  to  drink ;  it  was  important, 
however,  to  use  it  sparingly,  especially  the  former ;  but  we  had  very  few 
other  things  which  could  be.  called  luxuries;  no  bedding,  no  change  of 
clothesyand  but  a  scanty  aupply  of. fuel.  I  had  to  lie  wrapped  up  in  an 
old  «loakiand.a.piece.of  caxpet  while  Tom  Eockets  washed  out  my  shirt 
andatookings;  Day  after,  day  passed  away  and  there  we  lay,  pitching 
our  b«wa«mdar,  hove-toiat  the  most  boisterous  season  of  the  year  off  that 
inhospitable  coast,. earnestly > wishing  for  the  return  of  the  "Orpheus," 
with  the  ]^oepect,.in  ike  meantime,  of  being  recaptured  by  an  onen^a 
privateer,  and  the  certiinty^of  being  taken  ehould/ii[e  make  for  any  port 
but  New  York,  which,  as  the  wind  then  held,  was  a  matter  ol  impossibility. 
We  did  not,  however^  pipe  our  eyes  about  the  matter  but,  following  old 
Kol's  advice,  made  the  best  of  it. 

M  Any  sail  in  sight,  Gtampus  V  I  used  to*  ask  as  Itumed.  out  in  the 
morning. 
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''No,  sir,  only  clouds  and  water;  but  better  them  than  an  enemy,  you 
know,  sir,"  was  his  general  reply. 

Now  and  then  a  sail  would  appear  in  the  horizon,  but  either  we  were 
not  seen  or  they  were  peaceable  merchantmen,  anxious  to  make  the  best 
of  their  way  to  their  destined  port.  At  last  one  morning,  after  I  had  been 
keeping  the  middle  watch,  old  Grampus'  voice  roused  me  out  of  a  sound 
sleep. 

"  Come  on  deck,  Mr.  Hurry,  sir,  if  you  please !  I  don't  like  the  looks 
of  her  at  all." 

In  a  moment  my  head  was  up  the  companion-hatch.  The  weather 
was  worse  than  ever.  A  thick  driving  mist  formed  a  dense  veil  on  every 
side,  but  I  could  just  discern  through  it  the  sails  of  a  large  schooner 
standing  directly  for  us  from  the  eastward. 

*'  She  is  American,  I  suspect.  Grampus,"  said  I. 

"  No  doubt  about  it>  sir,"  he  answered.  "  Our  cruise  is  up,  Tm 
afraid,  and  we  may  make  ready  for  a  spell  on  shore,  and  nothing  to  do." 

'*  We  might  beat  her  off,  though,"  I  6bserved.  "  There  is  nothing 
like  putting  a  bold  face  on  the  matter,  and  it  would  never  do  to  yield 
without  striking  a  blow." 

"Ay,  sir,  with  all  my  heart,"  said  he  cheerfully;  "the  guns  are  all 
loaded,  and  I  made  Tom  and  Bill  get  up  some  powder  and  shot  in  case 
they  were  wanted,  before  I  called  you,  sir.  You'll  excuse  me,  sir,  I  thought 
there  was  no  harm." 

"  All  right.  Grampus,"  I  answered,  laughing  at  his  having  calculated  on 
what  I  should  certainly  propose  doing.  Bill  Nettle  was  a  good  man  and 
true,  so  that  I  knew  I  could  thoroughly  depend  on  all  my  small  crew, 
and,  having  made  every  preparation,  we  waited  till  the  schooner  got  within 
range  of  our  guns.  We  had  not  long  to  wait.  The  gale  bore  her  quickly 
towards  us,  and  I  almost  thought  she  intended  to  run  us  down.  Were 
she  to  overpower  us  there  was  too  much  sea  to  allow  her  to  send  a  boat 
on  board  to  take  possession.     She  got  within  range,  still  she  did.  not  fire. 

"  She  is  unarmed,  I  suspect,"  said  I. 

"  No*,  no,  sir,"  replied  Grampus.  "  She  is  armed,  depend  on  that 
She  is  up  to  some  trick  or  other." 

On  she  came,  passing  close  to  us.  The  American  flag  was  flying  from 
the  peak.    I  could  not  make  out  the  mystery.    In  another  moment^  how- 
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ever,  it  was  explained.  For  an  instant  the  fog  lifted,  and  showed  ns  a 
large  ship  under  a  press  of  sail,  standing  directly  after  her.  We  cheered 
at  the  sight,  for  we  had  no  difficulty  in  recognizing  the  ''Orpheus,"  and  at 
the  same  moment  we  lan  out  and  let  fly  every  gon  we  could  bring  to  bear 
at  the  rigging  of  the  stranger.  One  shot,  directed  by  chance,  certainly  not 
by  skill,  struck  her  main-topmast,  and  down  it  came  tumbling  on  deck. 
We  hastened  to  reload  our  guns  as  fast  as  we  could.  She  gave  us  a 
broadside  from  her  guns  in  return,  but  the  shot  were  thrown  away.  She 
stood  on,  however,  but  we  had  not  a  little  diminished  her  chance  of 
escape.     The  "  Orpheus  "  was  soon  up  to  us,  passing  within  haiL 

"  Well  done,  Mr.  Hurry,  well  done  ! "  shouted  Captain  Hudson.  "  We 
will  send  you  help  as  soon  as  we  can." 

His  commendation  was  no  little  satisfaction  to  md.  It  was  a 
fine  sight  to  see  the  noble  ship  sweeping  by,  her  white  canvas 
looking  whiter  amid  the  dark  clouds  and  the  sheets  of  foam  which  sur- 
rounded her,  as,  pressed  by  the  gale,  she  heeled  over,  till  her  lee  guns 
dipped  in  the  water  as  she  plunged  on  through  the  heaving  seas  which 
she  majestically  cast  aside  in  her  course.  I  longed  to  be  on  board  her, 
though  I  should  have  speedily  changed  from  a  commander  into  a  mid- 
shipman. Away  she  went,  her  vast  form  growing  each  instant  more 
indistinct,  like  one  of  the  genii  one  reads  about  in  tales  of  romance,  till 
she  disappeared  altogether  in  the  thick  driving  mist,  and  once  more  we 
were  left  alone,  so  that  her  very  appearance  seemed  almost  like  a  dream, 
and  I  began  at  last  to  question  whether  I  really  had  seen  her.  We 
watched  anxiously  for  her,  trying  to  pierce  through  the  gloomy  atmo- 
sphere, but  no  sign  of  her  could  we  discern,  and  night  once  again  closed 
round  us  in  our  solitude.  The  weather  did  not  improve,  so  we  spent 
another  day  at  pile  driving,  neither  a  pleasant  nor  a  profitable  occupation. 
The  second  morning  after  the  event  I  have  described  was  as  dark  and 
lowering  as  before,  but,  as  I  went  on  deck  after  breakfast,  Grampus 
cheered  me  by  saying  that  he  thought  it  was  going  to  mend  a  bit.  We 
were  looking  to  the  south-east,  when  simultaneously  all  hands  uttered  a 
loud  cheer.  The  clouds  seemed  to  burst  asunder,  the  mist  lifted,  the 
bright  sun  shone  forth,  and,  surrounded  by  his  glorious  rays,  beneath  a 
canopy  of  blue  sky,  our  noble  ship  appeared,  standing  towards  us,  with 
the  schooner  and  a  sloop  in  her  wake.    There  was,  however,  still  too  much 
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sea  on  for  her  to  send  a  boat  vithont  soitie  rn^ ;  indeed;  before  ehe  could 
well  have  done  so,  another  sail  hove  in  sights  and  she  ^vas  away  in  chase. 

On  the  Hth  of  the  month'  we  i^oke  his  M^esty's  ship  "Mermaid/' 
with  a  convoy  from  England  to  Kew  York.  On  the  18th  the  "  Orpheus" 
took  a  schooner  from  Martinique,  witili  a  cargo  of  claret,  so  that  with 
another  sloop  she  had  taken  she  had  now  fiT«-  prises.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, till  the  26th  of  the  month  that  a  boat  boaxded  me  from  the  ship,  with 
written  directions  from  Captain  Hudson  to  take  under  my  command  all 
the  prizes,  and  to  proceed  with  them  to  New  York.  I,  in  return,  sent  for 
my  bedding  and  chest,  and  a  few  other  things  from  the  purser,  which  I 
required,  and  as.  .soon  as  I  liad  got  them  I  hoisted  the  signal  to  my 
squadron  to  make  sail  for  the  port  of  our  destination.  A  midshipman 
iiad  been  put. in  chaige  of  each  of  the  prizes,  and  as  soon  as  we  had  lost 
sight  of  the  ship  we  ran  dose  to  each  other  to  discuss  ihe  plans  of  amuse- 
ment which  each  of  us  were  already  enjoying  by  antisipation.  Dekrie 
commanded  one  of  the  schooners,  Hagget  another,  Kichodaa  bad  one  sloop, 
and  Dcaw  the  last  capture.  We  were,  ^u  mm^  be  supposed,  a  very  merry 
set.  .  It  did  not  occur  to  aa  ihsit  our  enemy's  cruisers  might  pop  down  on 
US  befioce  we  got  into  port»  as  does  a  cat  among  a  party  of  mice  at  play. 
We  were  almost  as  helpless  as  mice  in  the  paws  of  a  cat,  for  so  few  men 
were  sent  away  in  each  prize  that  we  had  scarcely  strength  to  work  them, 
much  less  to  fight  or  make  sail  on  an  emergency.  In  this  instance 
fortune. favoured  us.  We  made  Sandy  Hook  on  the  28th,  and  before 
evening  were  all  safely  moored  alongside  the  wharf,  among  twenty-nine 
other  vessels  of  various  rigs  captured  by  the  "  Orpheus." 

As  several  other  ships  of  war  had  sent  in  prizes,  we  altogether  fanned^ 
very  jovial  set  of  midshipmen.  There  were  seven  oi  us  from-  the 
"  Orpheus"  alone,  and,  as  I  was  senior  officer,  they  were  generally  my 
guests.  I  had  really  a  very  degant  cabin,  nicely  fitted  ap  with  «very 
convenience,  and  a.comfortable  stove,  Besides'  whi<^  I  collected  fvoto-  the 
various  prizes  an  ample  stock  of  good  things  to  supply  the  wants  of 
the  inner  man.  Kever  indeed  had  I  enjoyed  more  perfect  luxury,  or 
greater  rest  and  relaxation,  without  one  anxious  eare,  one  unhappy 
moment  to  extract  the  sweets  from  my  existsnee,  free  from  all  the  rubs 
and  kicks  and  snubs  midshipmen  seem  the  natural*  heirs  to,  >  so  I  smiled 
at  fortune  and  defied  its  frowns. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HURBICANE  HXTRBT.  107 

I  was  for  a  short  time,  however,  made  to  quake,  for  after  the ''  Orpheus" 
had,  during  December,  sent  in  several  prizes,  she  arrived  herself  with  two 
others,  and  some  of  mj  messmates  had  to  return  on  board.  But  Captain 
Hudson,  whose  good  opinion  I  had  won,  gave  me  directicm^  to  my  infi- 
nite contentment,  to  remain  in  charge  of  the  prizes;  I  had  also  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  companions  to  bear  me  company.  Kumberless  were  the 
pranks  we  Orlopians  played.  Some  might  now  make  me  blush,  though^ 
generally,  if  not  wise  they  were  harmless.  I  remember  that  we  did  our 
skipper  and  the  captain  of  the  '^  Daphne "  out  of  three  cases  of  claret 
which  they  had  marked  for  their  own.use.  It  happened  that>  as  we  were 
preparing  to  keep  Christmas  Day,  some  one  bethought  him  of  the  three 
cases.  They  were  sent  for.  One  of  them  was  broadied  at  dinner-time, 
and  found  so  excellent  that  we  drank  up  the  whole ;  but^  as  we  were  doing 
so,  our  <x)n8cience8  were  alarmed,  and  we  ordered  the  bottles  and  corks  to 
be  kept  The  next  day  we  employed  ourselves  in  refilling  them  from 
the  casks,  and  in  carefully  corking  and  sealing  them.  Some  time  after* 
wards  I  was  dining  with  our  captain,  when  one  of  the  eases  wad  produced. 
The  opinion  of  the  guests  was  asked.  Some  thought  it  exodlent 
Delisle,  who  was  there,  looked  aliise,  boi  wek^t  our  countenances.  Our 
first  lieutenant^  who  was  considered  a  judge,  pronounced  it- good,  but  he 
found  very  little  difference  between  it  and  the  wine  in  cask. 

Among  other  things  we  came  on  some  casks  of  limes— exoeUent  thingSi 
bo  it  known,  in  the  composition  of  punclu  The  said  fruit  we  acc(ndingly 
ate  up  or  used  for  that  purpose,  and  filling  the  casks  with  wet  hay,  some 
rotten  limes,  and  the  stuff  they  were  packed  in,  returned  them  to  the 
hold.  On  examination,  the  casks  of  limes  were  found  to  have  been 
entirely  spoilt  Such  tricks  are,  however,  I  must  own,  not  only  un* 
worthy  of  imitation,  but  scarcely  fit  to  be  recorded. 

I  must  now  give  a  glance  at  the  position  of  the  belligerMit  armies  at 
*this  period.  Washington,  having  crossed  the  Hudson  into  the  Jerseys, 
had  been  compelled  by  the  desertion  of  a  considerable  number  of  his 
troops,  who  had  enlisted  only  for  short  periods,  to  retreat  across  the 
Dolaware,  while  some  of  the  most  fertile  tracts  of  the  country  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Eoyalists.  General  Lee,  an  officer  of  consideraUa 
talent  and  daring,  was  surprised  and  captured  by  a  body  of  British 
cavalry ;  while  the  other  rebel  generals  found  themselves,  with  diminished 
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and  disheartened  forces,  separated  from  each  other,  and  without  resources 
or  means  of  recruiting ;  indeed,  the  revolutionary  cause  appeared  to  have 
arrived  at  its  lowest  ebb,  and  great  hopes  were  entertained  that  a  speedy 
conclusion  would  be  made  to  the  sanguinary  contest.  Perhaps  the 
Americans  were  not  so  badly  off  as  we  supposed.  That  they  were  not 
asleep  was  proved  by  their  gallant  and  well-conducted  surprise  and 
capture  of  Colonel  Eahl  and  a  thousand  Hessian  troops  at  Trenton  on 
Christmas  Day,  an  enterprise  which  inspirited  the  Americans,  and  was  a 
severe  loss  to  the  Eoyalists.  The  Hessian  commander  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  died  the  next  day ;  and  most  of  lus  men,  being  marched 
into  the  interior,  settled  in  the  country.  Soon  after  this  occurrence 
Washington  was  appointed  military  dictator,  and  through  his  consummate 
conduct  the  prospects  of  the  rebels  began  to  revive. 

Of  course  the  progress  of  the  war  was  the  constant  subject  of  conver- 
sation while  I  was  at  New  York,  and  I  consequently  heard  a  good  deal 
about  it  Before  I  end  this  chapter,  I  think  it  may  prove  interesting  if 
I  give  a  slight  sketch  of  the  warlike  proceedings  which  had  occurred  up 
to  this  period  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  as  well  as  some  of  the  proceedings 
of  Greneral  Washington  and  his  army. 

Lakes  Champlain  and  George,  approaching  as  they  do  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Hudson,  have  always  been  considered  the  key  to  the  northern 
provinces  from  Canada.  Their  possession  has  therefore  been  looked 
on  as  of  the  first  importance ;  and  Ticonderoga,  the  chief  fort  at  the 
head  of  Lake  Champlain,  has  been  the  scene  of  many  bloody  encounters. 
I  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  matter  afterwards  from  Edward  Fleetwood 
Pelew,  whose  brother  Israel  was  long  a  messmate  of  mine,  and  who  was 
himself  engaged  in  the  affair  I  have  to  relate.  General  Gates  commanded 
the  American  forces  in  the  north,  and  he  had  strongly  fortified  Ticon- 
deroga. Our  army  in  Canada  was  at  that  time  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  a  very  brave  and  dashing  officer.  The  success 
which  Sir  William  Howe  had  met  with  on  the  seaboard  inspired  him 
with  an  ardent  desire  to  signalize  himself  in  the  north ;  and  he  hoped  to 
be*  able  to  expel  the  rebels  from  their  posts  on  the  lakes,  and,  by  a 
triumphant  march  down  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  to  form  a  junction 
with  the  main  body  of  the  British  army  at  New  York.  To  effect  this 
object  he  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  small  craft  of  every  description  on  which 
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he  could  lay  his  hands  on  Lake  Champlain.  It  was  placed  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Pnngle.  The  Americans  got  notice  of  what  was 
going  forward,  and  got  a  fleet  together  under  the  orders  of  General 
Arnold.  Our  fleet  were  ready  by  the  first  week  in  October,  and  made 
sail  up  the  lake  in  search  of  the  enemy.  They  cruised  for  some  time, 
and  were  almost  in  despair  of  faUing  in  with  the  American  squadron, 
believing  that  it  must  have  run  for  shelter,  to  the  extreme  southern 
point  of  the  lake,  when,  as  with  a  fair  wind  they  had  already  passed 
Yalcotir  Island,  they  caught  sight  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  across  the 
channel  between  that  island  and  the  main.  Our  flotilla  instantly 
hauled  their  wind,  and  stood  in  to  attack  the  enemy.  The  Americans, 
to  do  them  justice,  behaved  gallantly,  and  no  man  could  have  fought 
his  vessels  better  than  did  Arnold ;  but  our  force  was  overpowering,  and 
they  got  dreadfully  cut  up.  Some  Indians  were  landed  on  the  island, 
who,  getting  on  their  flanks,  galled  them  teqibly  with  their  rifles.  Still 
they  fought  on  till  darkness  came  to  their  aid.  Our  larger  vessels  could 
not  get  into  the  channel,  or  they  would  have  been  completely  cut  up. 
At  night  the  British  squadron  had  to  haul  off;  and,  when  morning 
dawned,  it  was  found  that  Arnold,  and  such  of  his  vessels  as  still  kept 
afloat^  had  made  his  escape  up  the  lake.  Several  of  them  were,  however, 
overtaken  and  captured,  while  others  were  sunk  or  run  on  shore  and 
burnt  Arnold  with  the  remnant  took  shelter  under  Ticonderoga. 
This  success  was  not  followed  up  by  Sir  Guy,  as  he  found  that  Ticon- 
deroga was  so  strongly  garrisoned  that  he  could  not  hope  to  take  it 
without  considerable  loss  both  of  men  and  time,  and  he  would  afterwards 
have  had  to  advance  through  a  difficult  country  in  the  middle  of  winter 
with  a  vigilant  enemy  ever  on  the  watch  to  harass  him.  He  therefore 
returned  with  his  army  to  MontreaL 

General  Washington,  meantime,  after  he  had  retreated  from  New 
York  with  his  shattered  forces,  endeavoured  to  hold  the  country  to  the 
westward  on  both  sides  of  the  Hudson.  The  greater  part  of  his  army 
occupied  a  rocky  and  mountainous  district  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Highlands.  There  he  carried  on  a  sort  of  Fabian  warfare,  ever  avoiding 
a  regular  engagement,  always  on  the  defensive,  and  retreating  when  pur- 
sued. So  ill-formed  and  ill-disciplined  were  the  American  forces  at 
this  time  that  he  had  no  other  resource  than  to  act  as  he  did.    His 
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anny  was  still  further  weakened  by  the  loss  of  Fort  Washington  with  a 
garrison  of  nearly  three  thousand  men,  which  was  gallantly  taken,  after  a 
desperate  defence,  by  Lords  Percy  and  Comwallis,  and  a  body  of  Hessians 
under  Colonel  Eahl,  of  whom  I  have  before  spoken. 

Altogether,  it  seems  surprising  that  our  generals  should  not  have 
been  able  at  this  juncture  to  crush  Washington,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
rebellion.  A  higher  Power  than  either  of  the  belligerents  ruled  it 
otherwise. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

My  command  ends. — At  sea  on  board  the  '*  Orpheus." — On  a  lee  shore.— Saved. — Sent 
vp  Providence  Biyer.— Threatened  by  fire-ships. — Employment  of  8pies.-^The  old 
spy  and  his  nephew.— Attacked  by  fire-ships. — ^£xecation  of  the  spies. — Sail  on  a 
cruise  with  other  fHgates.— Prizes  taken.— A  privateer  escapes  ns  in  a  gale.— Chase 
vessels  on  shore. — Exposed  to  heavy  fire. — ^Narrow  escape. — My  young  messmate 
wounded. 

"Wkll,  skipper,  Tin  afiaid  our  cruise  is  at  an  end/'  said  Delisle,  coming 
into  my  cabin  one  morning  as  I  sat  discussing  suck  a  breakfast  as  rarely 
fell  in  those  days  to  the  share  of  a  midshipman  before  my  "warm  stove. 

"  Oh,  bird  of  ill  omen,  why  croak  you  forth  such  dire  intelligence  V 
I  asked,  as  he  threw  off  his  snow-coveied  coat,  and  prepared  to  join  me 
in  my  meal  with  a  look  which  made  me  fear  there  were  not  many  more 
such  in  store  for  us. 

« Because,  by  the  pricking  of  my  thumbs,  something  evil  this  way 
comes,  in  the  shape  of  the  '  Orpheus,'  of  which  I  caught  a  glimpse  as  I 
came  along,  standing  into  the  harbour,"  he  replied,  knocking  the  top  off 
ane^. 

We  had  been  reading  Shakspecure,  and  various  other  literary  pro- 
ductions, and  had  become  somewhat  poetical  in  our  style  of  conversation. 
My  messmate's  information  was  but  too  true — ^that  very  afternoon  we 
received  orders  to  deliver  up  our  prizes  to  the  agents,  and  to  rejoin 
our  ship.  With  what  sorrow  of  heart  did  I  bid  farewell  to  my  neat 
cabin,  my  airy  sleeping-place,  my  comfortable  sofa,  my  warm  stove,  and 
all  the  other  luxuries  with  which  I  had  been  surrounded ;  and  with 
what  thorough  disgust  and  discontent  did  I  take  possession,  after  my 
long  absence,  of  my  bertii  on  board  the  old  "  Orpheus  ! "  Beally,  I  had 
no  right  to  complain ;  and  I  was  truly  glad  to  see  many  of  my  shipmates 
agSstin. 

The  heavy  islands  of  ice,  which  came  floating  down  with  each  ebb, 
threatening  to  crush  in  the  bows  of  the  ship,  compelled  us  to  move  down 
dose  to  the  flsh-market^  where  we  were  sheltered  £n)m  them. 
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On  the  20tli,  having  received  on  board  a  number  of  rebel  prisoners, 
whom  we  were  to  take  round  to  Ehode  Island,  we  sailed  in  company 
with  H.M.S.  "Solebay,"  "Daphne,"  and  "Harriet"  packet,  but 
parted  with  them  oflf  Sandy  Hook.  Our  passengers  were  in  a  very  sad 
state  of  destitution  and  sickness.  Fever  soon  broke  out  among  them, 
and  it  spread  rapidly  among  our  crew. 

We  quickly  were  doomed  also  to  experience  another  of  the  numerous 
iUs  which  seamen  are  heirs  to.  This  was  a  gale  of  wind  which  sprung 
up  about  midnight  from  the  south-east,  catching  us  most  completely  on  a 
lee-shore.  We  had  made  but  little  offing,  and  every  minute  the  wind 
increased,  and  we,  I  saw,  were  drifting  closer  and  closer  on  to  the  coast  of 
Long  Island.  Captain  Hudson,  Mr.  Willis,  and  Mr.  Flood,  the  master^, 
were  in  earnest  consultation. 

"What  will  you  give  for  our  chance  of  saving  the  ship  1"  said  Delisle 
to  me  as  we  stood  holding  on  to  the  weather  bulwarks,  while  the  spray 
in  dense  masses  was  breaking  over  us—  the  ship  heeling  over  till  her 
lee-guns  were  buried  in  water  with  the  heavy  press  of  canvas  it  was 
necessary  to  carry  to  give  us  a  hope  of  beating  off. 

"  A  midshipman's  half-pay  for  a  week  and  a  day,  unless  the  wind 
shifts  or  moderates,"  I  answered.  "  I  believe  the  old  barkie  was  never 
in  greater  peril.     If  we  save  the  people's  lives  we  shall  be  fortunate." 

"  So  the  captain  seems  to  think.  I  never  saw  him  more  anxious," 
replied  Delisle.  "  My  idea  is  that  we  shall  have  to  cut  away  the  masts 
and  anchor.  My  only  consolation  is  that  if  we  escape  with  our  lives,  it 
is  the  only  part  of  the  coast  where  we  should  not  to  a  certainty  be  made 
prisoners  of  war." 

I  agreed  with  Delisle.  To  anchor  would  be  our  only  resource,  but  one 
on  which  I  feared  we  could  place  very  little  reliance.  The  anchors  might 
hold ;  but  With  the  whole  roll  of  the  Atlantic  tumbling  in  on  us,  and 
the  terrific  gale  there  was  already  blowing,  and  every  instant  increasing, 
I  felt  that  there  was  small  chance  of  their  so  doing.  Dark  and  darker 
grew  the  night,  higher  and  higher  rose  the  sea^  and  fiercer  and  more 
furious  blew  the  wind.  StiU  the  stout  ship  struggled  bravely  on ;  Her 
leeside  pressed  deep  into  the  water,  while  torrents  of  foam  broke  over 
her  weather-bow  and  deluged  us  fore  and  aft  It  seemed  doubtful 
indeed  whether  the  masts  would  long  stand  the  tremendous  strain  put 
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npon  thenL  High  above  the  roaring  of  the  tempest  was  occasionally 
heard  the  ominous  Toice  qf  the  man  in  the  chains  as  he  sung  out  the 
depth  of  water  in  which  we  floated^  showing  that  we  were  slowly  though 
surely  shallowing  it. 

That  dark  and  terrific  night  will  not  easily  pass  from  my  memory. 
Captain  Hudson  had  ordered  the  cables  to  be  ranged  in  readiness  to 
anchor.  The  carpenter  and  his  crew  were  sent  for,  and  ordered  to  pre- 
pare for  the  last  desperate  expedient  of  cutting  away  the  masts.  Every 
now  and  then,  as  a  bright  flash  of  lightning  darted  from  the  sky,  they 
might  be  seen  with  their  gleaming  axes  uplifted,  ready  at  a  moment  to 
execute  the  £sital  order.  Every  body  was  on  deck/ for  our  danger  was 
apparent  to  all. 

**  What  shall  we  have  to  do  ?"  asked  little  Harry  Sumner,  as  he  stood 
shivering  with  the  cold  by  my  side. 

"  Obey  orders  and  trust  in  Providence,  my  boy,"  said  I.  "  If  the 
anchors  don't  hold  and  the  ship  goes  to  pieces,  we  may  have  to  swim 
for  it,  and  then,  Harry,  keep  an  eye  on  me,  and  if  I  can  lend  you  a 
helping  hand,  I  will.  I  must  not  promise  too  much,  for  I  may  not  be 
able  to  help  myself." 

"  Thank  you.  Hurry,  thank  you.  Oh,  I  am  sure  you  will  do  aU  you 
can  for  me,"  said  the  boy  gratefully. 

The  coolest  man  on  board  was  the  captain.  He  stood  on  the  weather- 
side  of  the  quarterdeck,  one  hand  holding  on  by  a  stanchion,  the  other 
grasping  his  speaking-trumpet,  his  hair  streaming  from  beneath  his  hat, 
and  his  coat-tails  fluttering  in  the  gale.  I  love  to  picture  our  brave  com- 
mander as  he  appeared  at  that  moment,  when  he  knew  the  lives  of 
hundreds  depended  on  his  calmness  and  decision. 

**  By  the  deep  nine,"  was  heard  from  the  man  in  the  chains.  Scarcely 
had  the  words  been  uttered,  when  down  came  the  tempest  on  us  with 
redoubled  fury,  and  the  wind  and  sea  roared  so  loudly  that  it  would 
scarcely  have  been  possible  to  have  heard  his  voice  again.  Suddenly 
there  was  a  lulL 

"  By  the  mark  eight,"  was  now  heard  with  startling  distinctness.  A 
flash  of  lightning  revealed  the  captain  as  he  raised  his  speaking-trumpet 
to  his  mouth.  We  knew  what  was  coming.  At  that  very  moment  the 
sails  gave  a  loud  flap  against  the  masts^  the  ship  plunged  violently,  but 
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rose  on  an  even  keeL  The  captain  took  the  trumpet  from  bis  mouth« 
Suddenly  the  gale  backed  out  of  its  former  quarter,  and  shifted  to  the 
north-west.  There  was  a  shout  of  satisfaction;  some  few,  perhaps, 
breathed  a  prayer  of  thankfulness  for  our  preservation  as  we  ran  off  from 
the  dangerous  coast. 

On  the  23rd  we  reached  Ehode  Island.  The  fever  had  spread  so 
rapidly  among  our  men  that  in  a  few  days  we  sent  no  less  than  ninety  of 
them  to  the  hospital  on  shore,  while  we  kept  an  equal  number  of  sick  on 
board.  On  the  27th  the  commodore  sent  us  a  hundred  men  firom  other 
ships,  and  ordered  us  to  cruise  for  a  month  in  Buzzard's  Bay,  between 
New  Bedford  Harbour  and  Martha's  Vineyard.  The  latter  quaint-named 
place  is  one  of  the  many  islands  off  that  coast  inside  Nantucket  Island. 
The  extreme  severity  of  the  weather  made  our  cruise  thoroughly  dis- 
agreeable, and  much  prevented  the  people  from  recovering  their  health ; 
indeed,  it  considerably  increased  the  number  of  our  sick.  In  truth,  it 
was  very  tantalizing  and  provoking  to  be  kept  for  nearly  a  week  knocking 
about  for  no  purpose  scarcely  ten  leagues  from  our  port  without  being 
allowed  to  enter  it.  At  last  the  captain  could  stand  it  no  longer,  so  we 
put  back  on  the  3rd  of  March,  and  were  forthwith  sent  up  Providence 
Biver  as  an  advanced  ship.  Here  we  had  frequent  skirmishes  with  the 
enemy,  who  took  a  sly  pop  at  us  whenever  they  could,  but  without  doing 
us  much  damage.  On  the  10th  of  March  we  received  orders  to  proceed 
to  sea  immediately.  We  sailed  accordingly  that  mght,  and  the  next 
morning  captured  a  sloop  from  Charlestown,  bound  to  Boston  with  rice 
and  indigo.  That  night  we  anchored  under  Block  Island,  and  for  some 
days  cruised  about  in  the  hopes  of  picking  up  some  prizes,  I  conclude.  I 
fancy  that  the  commodore  had  received  notice  that  some  yessels  with 
valuable  cargoes  might  be  expected  in  the  neighbourhood  about  that  time. 
We  anchored  in  Martha's  Vineyard  on  the  16th,  where  some  of  our 
youngsters  expected  to  find  grapes  growing,  and  were  much  disappointed 
on  discovering  that  none  were  to  be  found  there,  especially  in  March,  and 
two  days  after  we  once  more  returned  to  Ehode  Island  without  having 
made  another  capture.  We  were  quickly  sent  off  again,  and,  having 
bagged  a  prize,  returned  on  the  3rd  of  April,  when  we  were  ordered  up 
the  river  to  relieve  the  ''  Cerberus  "  as  the  advance-ship  off  Providence, 
our  station  being  between  the  Island  of  F^dence  and  the  mainland.    A 
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glance  at  the  map  'will  show  the  number  of  islands  in  that  fine  eAtuary, 
which  teiminates  in  Providence  Bay.  On  one  of  them,  ealled  the  Island 
of  Hope,  near  which  the  ship  was  generally  at  anchor,  to  vary  the  mono- 
tony of  a  sea  life  we  employed  ourselves  in  the  cultivation  of  gardens. 
Our  horticultuial  knowledge  was  not  veiy  extensive,  but  we  managed 
during  our  stay  to  raise  various  crops  of  quick-growing  esculents,  and  on 
our  departure  we  disposed  of  our  property  to  our  respective  brother- 
officers  belonging  to  the  ship  which  relieved  us.  Our  life  was,  however, 
far  £:om  one  of  Arcadian  simplicity,  for  we  were  constantly  aroused  by 
war's  rude  alarms,  and  had  every  night  to  row  guard  in  three  flat-bottomed 
boats  ahead  of  the  ship,  to  prevent  a  surprise.  The  enemy  were  ever  on 
the  alert,  endeavouring  to  find  some  means  of  destroying  us.  This  was 
but  natural,  as  we  were  completely  putting  a  stop  to  their  commerce,  on 
which  their  existence  mainly  depended.  We  had,  however,  a  number  of 
spies  employed,  who  brought  us  information  of  ail  the  plots  formed 
against  us.  Some  brought  us  information,  influenced  by  a  spirit  of 
loyalty  to  the  king,  and  a  belief  that  they  were  serving  a  good  cause ;  but 
others  were  mercenary  wretches,  who  were  willing  to  be  employed  by 
those  who  paid  them  the  highest  The  reports  of  these  latter,  though  it 
was  necessary  to  employ  them,  were  always  received  with  great  caution 
by  our  captain.  He  could  scarcely  conceal  the  disgust  he  felt  for  them. 
One  morning,  about  ten  days  after  our  arrival,  as  we  were  washing  decks 
at  sunrise,  while  I  happened  to  be  looking  over  the  ship's  side,  I  observed 
a  small  boat  standing  towards  us  firom  Prudence  Island.  As  she  drew 
near,  I  saw  that  there  were  two  men  in  the  boat.  They  were  dressed  as 
ordinary  seamen.  One  was  a  young  man  of  nineteen  or  twenty ;  the 
other  was  much  older,  with  his  hair  already  turning  grey — a  stout,  strong- 
featured,  healthy-looking  man.  The  younger  man  was  rather  tall,  and 
had  a  pleasant,  honest  face.  When  the  sentry  hailed  them,  they  asked 
leave  to  come  on  board  to  see  the  captain.  Captain  Hudson  was  already 
up.'  I  went  to  inform  him  of  their  arrival,  and  by  his  deiwe  conduced 
them  to  him.  Their  maimer  was  frank  and  open,  and  they  seemed  to 
have  made  a  fnvourable  impression  on  the  captain.  When  they  left  the 
cabin  he  ordered  them  to  be  carefully  provided  and  looked  after.  I 
afterwards  had  much  conversation  with  them.  The  elder  had  been  a 
soldier  in  his  youth,  and  served  the  king  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 

12* 
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They  wete  botli  imbued  with  an  almosfc  romantic  feeling  of  loyalty. 
**  King  Geoige  was  always  a  good  and  kind  master  to  me,  and  Tm  not 
going  to  desert  him  when  he  most  wants  me  because  his  ministers  choose 
to  do  what  some  of  the  people  of  this  country  don't  like/'  said  the  elder 
man.  "  I  got  a  wound  in  his  service  in  my  thigh  here,  so  I  can't  march 
and  carry  a  musket  as  I  did  once,  or  I  would  have  gone  down  and  joined 
the  royalists  at  New  York,  but  there  are  other  ways  of  serving  his 
Migesty,  though  they  are  somewhat  risky,  I  own ;  but  what  of  that  ? 
every  man  should  be  ready  to  die  in  a  good  cause.  It's  very  bad,  though, 
all  this  fighting  and  bloodshed  among  folks  of  the  same  race  and  kindred, 
and  now,  if  they'd  followed  my  advice,  I  don't  think  it  would  ever  have 
come  about.  As  I  used  to  say  to  my  nephew,  Amos  Meeks  here,  '  Amos,' 
said  I,  *  wait  a  bit  and  don't  be  in  a  hurry.  Write  and  petition  against 
the  taxes  as  much  as  you  like.  Taxes  must  be  laid  on,  and  somebody 
must  pay  them,  and  if  we  don't  like  them  we  must  petition,  as  I  say ; 
but  anything  beyond  that  will  be  rank  treason  and  rebellion,  and  that's 
wicked  and  abominable.  Suppose  this  country  was  to  become  free  and 
independent  as  they  talk  of,  what  would  the  people  do  1  Either  they 
must  make  General  Washington  a  king,  or  they  will  soon  quarrel  among 
themselves  and  cut  their  own  throats."  The  old  soldier  spoke  so  earnestly, 
and  there  seemed  to  be  so  much  good  sense  in  what  he  said,  that  I  put  it 
down.  He  certainly  proved  himself  a  very  good  advocate  of  the  king's 
cause.  From  him  we  learned  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  make  a  grand 
attack  on  us  with  their  fire-ships,  and  in  the  hurry  and  confusion  which 
would  necessarily  ensue  they  hoped  to  enable  three  of  their  frigates,  which 
had  long  been  waiting  an  opportunity,  to  run  past  us  and  to  get  to  sea. 
That  night  we  were  doubly  on  our  guard,  though  we  could  scarcely 
increase  the  precautions  we  had  already  taken.  It  was  very  dark,  with 
a  strongish  breeze  blowing  down  the  river.  There  had  been  almost  a 
gale  in  the  day,  with  a  heavy  rain,  which  would  have  afforded  the  enemy 
a  greater  chance  of  success  had  we  not  been  on  the  watch  for  them.  Mr. 
Gaston,  our  third  lieutenant,  Delisle,  and  I  had  charge  of  the  three  boats. 
Our  ears  were  more  likely  to  serve  us  than  our  eyes,  considering  the  thick 
HftrlmPi^  ^th  which  we  were  surrounded.  My  boat  was  the  headmost — 
that  is,  farther  up  the  river  than  the  rest.  Grampus  was  with  mo. 
"  Hist,  sir,  didn't  you  hear  the  chirp  of  a  block  V*  said  he  in  a  whisper. 
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**  The  lubbers  should  have  taken  care  to  use  more  grease  if  they  wanted  to 
surprise  us."  I  fancied  I  had  heard  the  same  sound.  We  listened  breath- 
lessly while  the  crew  lay  on  their  oars.  It  came  from  up  the  nver,  directly 
ahead  of  us.  '*  Ah !  there  it  is  again,"  said  I.  For  some  time  we  waited 
without  moving,  all  hands  peering  into  the  darkness.  At  length  I  thought 
I  diBcemed  one  spot  darker  than  the  surrounding  atmosphere.  I  gazed 
at  it  earnestly.  Gradually  the  spot  increased  in  density  till  it  resolved 
itself  into  the  hull  of  a  vessel,  with  canvas  set,  standing  directly  down 
towards  us.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  her  intention  must  be  to  run 
aboard  the  "  Orpheus,"  and  that  she  must  be  a  fire-ship.  "  Give  way, 
my  lads,"  I  whispered,  steering  directly  for  her  bows.  The  instant  wo 
reached  them  we  threw  on  board  the  grapnels  we  had  prepared  for  that 
purpose,  and  began  to  tow  her  away  across  the  stream.  As  we  did  so  a 
fire  of  musketry  was  opened  on  us  from  her  deck,  which  wounded  one  of 
our  men.  We  had  no  time  to  reply  to  it,  nor  was  it  repeated,  the  crew  of 
the  fire-ship  having  taken  to  their  boat.  The  sound  and  flash  of  the  fire- 
arms brought  the  other  boats  to  our  assistance,  and  they  began  to  pepper 
away  at  the  retreating  boat  as  she  was  disappearing  in  tbe  gloom.  In 
less  than  a  minute  she  was  no  longer  to  be  seen.  For  another  instant 
there  was  a  perfect  silence,  then  suddenly  a  bright  light  shot  up  from 
the  hold  of  the  fire-ship,  flames  burst  forth  from  her  ports  and  fix)m  every 
quarter,  and  climbed  up  her  rigging,  while  fire-balls  and  all  sorts  of  missiles 
of  destruction  leaped  forth  in  every  direction,  a  bright  glare  extending  far 
and  wide  over  the  broad  stream  showing  us  our  own  ship  on  one  side,^ 
with  her  spars  and  rigging  in  bold  relief,  traced  against  the  dark  sky; 
and  on  the  other,  towards  Providence,  it  shone  on  the  white  sails  of  three 
or  four  large  ships  and  several  smaller  ones,  which  we  concluded  were  fire- 
ships.  We  fully  expected  an  abundance  of  hot  work.  Notwithstanding 
the  great  risk  we  ran  of  destruction,  we  towed  lustily  away  till  we  had 
got  the  fire-ship  well  out  into  the  stream,  so  that  there  was  no  longer  any 
risk  of  her  drifting  down  on  the  "  Orpheus ;"  while  fortunately,  as  we  had 
a  long  painter,  we  escaped  without  injury.  We  knew  that  before  she 
reached  the  other  ships  she  would  have  burnt  out,  so  we  cast  off  and 
prepared  to  grapple  with  any  more  of  the  same  ugly  customers  which 
might  be  sent  against  us.  The  "  Orpheus"  had,  in  the  meantime,  sent 
all  her  boats  to  our  assistance,  and  together  we  waited,  in  expectation 
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of  the  attack;  but  liour  after  hour  passed  away,  and  when  the  morning 
dawned  our  mysterious  and  phantom-like  enemies  had,  like  the  ghosts  of 
romance,  disappeared  from  the  landscape.  The  adventure  of  the  night 
would  have  seemed  like  a  dream,  had  it  not  been  for  our  wounded  com- 
rade and  the  charred  bits  of  wood  which  lay  scattered  about  the  boat 
This  night's  work  I  describe  as  a  specimen  of  what  frequently  occurred 
during  our  stay  in  the  river.  The  following  night  I  was  sent  on  shore  to 
land  our  two  spies,  that  they  might  learn  what  were  the  next  movements 
proposed  by  the  enemy. 

*'  Grood-bye,  Mr.  Meeks,  good-bye,''  said  I,  as  I  landed  the  old  soldier, 
*'  it  is  hazardous  woric  you  are  on,  so  be  cautious." 

^*  I  know  that,  sir,"  said  he,  "  I  know  that ;  but  the  man  who  would 
serve  his  country  must  bo  ready  to  risk  life  and  property,  and  all  he 
holds  dear." 

I  have  sometimes^  long,  long  since  then,  thought,  if  people  were 
but  as  ready  to  devote  themselves  to. the  service  of  their  Creator  as 
ihey  ai^  body,  mind,  soul,  and  etrength,  for  the  purpose  of  canying  out 
some  worldly  objects,  hew  much  better  would  it  be  for  their  spiritual 
good,  for  their  eternal  welfare ! 

For  several  nights  after  this  the  enemy  were  veiy  quiet ;  no  attempt 
was  made  with  their  fiie-ahips,  nor  were  we  aware  that  their  boats  ever 
came  near  us.  We  therefore  began  to  suspect  that  they  meditated  an 
attack  of  greater  magnitude  than  heretofore.  We  therefore  looked 
somewhat  anxiously  for  the  information  which  we  hoped  our  spies  would 
be  able  to  supply.  Nothing  w«b  done,  however,  till  the  evening  of  the 
20th,  when  Captain  Hudson  sent  for  me.  *'Mr.  Hurry,"  said  he, 
^'Lieutenant  Douglae  of  the  'Chatham'  has  received  orders  to  go  on 
shore  at  midnight  to  bring  off  our  spies,  the  two  Meekses.  You  are  to 
accompany  him.  It  is  a  delicate  service,  and  I  must  caution  you  to  be 
careful  that  none  of  your  men  do  anything  to  give  the  alarm.  I  send 
you  on  the  expedition  as  I  know  tiiat  I  can  trust  to  your  discretion." 

I  thanked  him  for  the  good  opinion  he  was  so  often  pleased  to  express 
of  me,  and  went  below  to  prepare  for  what  wae  before  me.  I  took 
Grampus  and  Tom  with  me,  and  a  picked  boat's  crew,  and  at  the  hour 
arranged  shoved  off  from  the  ship's  side.  Mr.  Douglas  had  come  on 
board  in  the  afternoon.     He  had  to  communicate  with  a  person  on  shore. 
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while  I  had  to  look  out  for  the  spies.  It  was  a  darkish  nighty  but  there 
was  very  little  wind,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  muffle  our  oars  in  order 
that  our  «^proach  might  not  be  perceived.  As  we  pulled  over  the  still 
waters,  in  which  here  and  there  the  reflection  of  a  Sitar  might  be  seen, 
as  it  peeped  out  between  the  clouds,  we  could  just  distinguish  the  Mnge- 
like  tops  of  the  trees  which  surrounded  the  sheltered  nook  towards 
which  we  were  steering.  All  was  still  as  death  as  we  approached  the 
shore.  We  ran  into  the  nook  and  landed.  Two  men  were  left  in  charge 
of  the  boat,  and  while  Mr.  Douglas  proceeded  to  the  place  where  he  was 
to  meet  the  person  he  had  appointed  to  see,  I  led  the  men  through  the 
wood  to  a  spot  where  two  roads  met,  and  where  the  Meekses  had  arranged 
to  be  in  waiting.  I  whistled  twice  veiy  low  as  agreed  on^  but  ne  one 
answered.  Telling  Grampus  to  wait,  I  walked  along  the  road  in  the 
hopes  of  meeting  our  firiends ;  but  seeing  no  one,  I  returned  to  await 
their  coming.  It  occurred  to  me,  that  as  strangers  might  be  passing  it 
would  be  unwise  to  expose  my  men  to  view ;  so  I  posted  them  behind 
a  thicket,  and  sat  down  where  I  was  myself  concealed,  and  could  at  the 
same  time  command  a  view  along  the  roads  a»  far  as  the  light  would 
allow.  I  had  remained  there  fully  half  an  hour,  when  I  heard  footsteps 
approaching  at  a  rapid  rata  The  person  stopped  where  the  road 
branched  off,  as  if  in  uncertainty  which  to  take.  I  was  about  to  rush 
forward  with  my  men  to  seize  him,  when  I  recognized  Mr.  Douglas. 
*'  We  shall  have  to  retreat  to  the  boats,  I  fear,"  said  he ;  ''  some  one  has 
given  informatton  that  we  are  here,  and  the  neighbourhood  is  alarmed ; 
but  we  must  wait  till  the  last  moment  for  the  poor  fellows  we  were 
sent  to  bring  off.'' 

Ten  minutes,  or  rather  more,  elapsed  when  we  heard  footsteps  ad- 
Taacmg  along  one  of  tiie  roads.  They  came  at  a  leisurely  pace,  as  if 
the  people  were  in  no  hurry.  I  gave  the  signal  It  was  answered  by 
the  persons  ttpproaching.  "  AU's  right,"  I  observed  to  Mr.  Douglas ;  but 
nlmost  as  I  spoke,  the  dark  iBgures  of  a  body  of  men  could  be  distin- 
guished in  the  gloom,  turning  n  comer  of  the  other  road.  Seeing  this, 
Mr.  Douglas  had  no  resource  but  to  give  the  order  to  our  party  to  retreat, 
for  it  was  vexy  evident  that  the  en^ny  £u  outnumbered  us.  As  we  did 
so,  I  called  to  the  spies  to  hasten  forward,  for  I  knew  that  we  could 
no  longer  remain  concealed.     Hearing  my  voice,  the  two  men  ran  on ; 
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but  at  the  same  time  our  foes  advanced  at  a  double  quick  step  along 
the  road.  I  saw  that  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost  if  we  would  save 
the  lives  of  old  Meeks  and  his  nephew ;  bo,  calling  on  Grampus  and  Tom, 
I  made  a  dash  forward  in  the  hopes  of  checking  the  enemy  till  we  could 
meet  them.  Unfortunately  the  rebels  were  too  quick  in  their  move- 
ments for  us,  and  before  we  could  reach  the  fork  of  the  road  they  had 
already  gained  the  same  place,  and  effectually  prevented  us  from  saving 
our  friends  whom  we  had  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  had  fedlen  into 
their  hands,  unless  they  had  been  able  to  save  themselves  by  flying  in 
an  opposite  direction.  From  what  I  had  seen  of  the  old  soldier,  I  feared 
he  was  not  likely  to  run  even  on  an  occasion  like  the  present.  Mr. 
Douglas  now  hailed  me  to  return,  and  of  course  I  did  so  as  fast  as 
I  could,  as  I  should  inevitably  have  been  made  a  prisoner.  As  it  was 
we  had  enough  to  do  to  keep  our  enemies  at  bay,  and  had  not  the  dark- 
ness prevented  them  from  learning  the  smallness  of  our  numbers,  they 
might  easily  have  surrounded  us.  Though  they  pressed  jus  hard  we 
kept  as  close  together  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  allow,  and  every 
now  and  then,  led  on  by  Mr.  Douglas,  we  uttered  loud  cries  and  shouts, 
as  if  we  were  going  to  make  a  rush  on  them.  The  stems  of  the  trees 
also  assisted  to  protect  us  from  the  fire  which  they  opened  on  us,  so  that 
not  a  man  was  hit.  We  were  not  sorry,  however,  to  reach  our  boats, 
when  we  jumped  in  with  no  little  haste,  for  the  Americans  were  dose 
upon  us.  They  were  almost  seizing  the  bows  of  the  boat  before  we  had 
time  to  get  out  the  oars  and  shove  into  the  stream.  One,  indeed,  had 
seized  the  painter,  but  Tom  Eockets  dealt  hinu  such  a  blow  with  his 
cutlass  that  he  was  glad  to  let  go.  The  enemy  now  rushed  down  in 
numbers  to  the  shore,  and  began  firing  away  at  us  as  fast  aSthey  could 
load.  Fortunately  in  the  darkness  our  boat  offered  no  very  certain  mark; 
but  the  shot  came  flying  about  us,  splattering  into  the  water  Uke  a 
shower  of  haiL  Now  and  then,  tktid — ^that  peculiar  sound — gave  notice 
that  a  bullet  had  struck  the  boat,  but  not  a  man  was  hit«  As  soon  aa 
we  had  got  a  little  way  off,  we  pulled  up  the  stream,  and  then  steered 
for  the  ship  so  as  to  mislead  the  enemy  as  to  the  course  we  had  taken. 
Long  after  they  must  have  lost  sight  of  us  the  flash  of  their  muskets 
showed  that  they  were  stiU  peppering  away  in  the  direction  in  which 
they  supposed  we  had  gone. 
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We  reached  tlie  ship  without  further  adventuie.  Captain  Hudson 
was  very  sorry  to  find  that  we  had  come  off  without  the  spies ;  hut  he  at 
once  saw  that  this  was  owing  to  no  fault  of  ours. 

The  next  momiug,  as  the  first  lieutenant,  as  usual,  waa  sweeping  the 
shore  with  his  glass,  an  exclamation  of  horror  he  uttered  made  me  point  mine 
in  the  same  direction.  There,  directly  abreast  of  the  ship,  hung  suspended 
on  the  branches  of  a  tree  scathed  by  lightning  two  human  forms — one 
was  stout  and  shorty  the  other  tall  and  slight.  There  was  too  much 
reason  to  believe  that  they  were  the  bodies  of  our  unfortunate  spies.  No 
one  was  near  them.  Solitary  they  swung  on  the  river  shore,  a  warning 
to  others  who  might  be  inclined  to  follow  their  example — a  sad  result  of 
the  ruthless  necessity  of  war.  They  probably  had  been  seized  and 
executed  directly  after  they  were  captured.  .  We  could  not  blame  the 
Americans.  Our  generals  had  frequently  been  compelled  to  do  the  same 
with  their  spies  whom  they  had  taken,  but  even  this  did  not  put  a  stop 
to  the  system*  The  sad  spectacle  I  have  described  saluted  our  eyes 
whenever  we  turned  towards  the  shore ;  and  I,  for  one,  was  very  sorry 
for  the  fate  of  Meeks  and  his  nephew ;  but  I  must  confess  that  we 
were  becoming  so  accustomed  to  the  sights  and  horrors  of  warfare  that 
such  sensations  lasted  but  a  short  time. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  one  of  the  pieces  of  information  Meeks  brought 
us  was  that  our  messmate  Kennedy,  who  had  charge  of  one  of  the  prizes 
taken  off  Cape  May,  had  been  taken  by  the  rebels,  and  was  now  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  their  hands.  It  was  with  no  slight  satisfaction  that 
we  saw  the  "  Greyhound  "  come  up  to  relieve  us  on  the  30th  of  May, 
when  we  made  over  to  our  brotherofBcers  belonging  to  her  the  full 
right  to  all  the  productions  of  the  gardens  we  had  so  assiduously  culti- 
vated on  the  Island  of  Hope.  On  the  1st  of  June  we  ran  down  the 
river  and  anchored  off  JS'ewport,  and  on  the  3rd  sailed  on  a  cruise  towards 
the  Say  of  Eundy,  in  company  with  the  '^  Amazon  "  and  ''  Juno"  frigates. 
The  officers  and  ships'  companies  of  the  three  ships  had  previously  agreed 
to  share  the  prize-money  which  might  be  made  on  the  cruise. 

I  should  be  almost  afraid  of  wearying  my  readers,  were  I  to  give  a 
minute  account  of  all  the  captures  we  effected  and  the  adventures  we  met 
with,  but  still  I  do  not  like  altogether  to  pass  thom  by.  Our  main  object, 
however,  was  to  intercept  the  American  Commodore  Manley,  but  as  he 
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had  a  force  much  superior  to  outs,  it  >ya8  absolutely  necessaiy  for  us  to 
keep  together,  or  we  might  have  found  ourselves  veiy  much  the  worse 
for  the  encounter.  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  we  should  have  taken  many 
more  prizes  than  we  did ;  indeed,  we  were  compelled  to  allow  numbers  of 
considerable  value  to  pass  by  without  going  in  chase.  On  the  26th  we  took 
a  sloop  from  Philadelphia  bound  for  Boston  with  rice.  On  the  9th  we 
re-took  a  brig  from  Oporto,  bound  to  London,  which  had  been  captured 
by  a  rebel  privateer  off  Sciily.  We  sent  her  to  New  York,  but  we 
never  heard  anything  more  of  her,  so  that  she  must  either  have  foundered 
or  have  been  taken  by  the  enemy.  In  the  latter  case  the  prize-master 
and  crew  must  have  joined  them.  On  the  llth  wo  took  a  vessel  laden  with 
lumber,  iddah  we  burnt,  and  on  the  14th  a  sloop  with  wood,  which  we 
^ve  up  to  the  owners,  as  they  were  royalists;  and  on  the  16th  we 
took  a  brig  with  fish  and  lumber  from  Boston  to  the  West  Indies.  At 
length,  on  the  23rd  at  daybreak,  a  flush-deck  ship  was  seen  becalmed 
within  two  miles  of  us.  We  made  out  that  she  was  pierced  for  twenty 
guns,  and  from  her  appearance  we  had  no  doubt  that  ^  she  was  a  rebel 
privateer.  The  boats  were  ordered  out  immediately,  but  before  they 
were  in  the  water  a  breeze  sprang  up,  and  setting  every  stitch  of  canvas 
she  could  carry,  away  she  went  before  the  wind.  We  at  the  same  time 
made  sail  in  chase  with  our  consorts,  which  were  a  little  astern  of  us, 
and  of  course  we  had  every  hopes  of  making  an  important  capture.  By 
this  time  the  rebel  government  had  given  letters  of  marque,  not  only  to 
Americans,  but  to  the  inhabitants  of  various  other  countries,  who,  imder 
their  flag,  had  become  very  troublesome  to  our  trade,  and  it  had  become 
necessary  to  endeavour  to  put  a  stop  to  the  system. 

The  privateer  soon  showed  us  that  she  had  a  remarkably  fast  pair  of 
heels,  and  it^became  dodbtlta],  after  a  couple  of  hours'  chase,  whether  we  had 
gained  much,  if  anything  on  her.  Sometimes  the  wind  increased,  and 
■then  our  greater  size  and  wider  spread  of  canvas  gave  us  the  advantage^ 
BO  that  our  hopes  of  capturing  her  rose  and  fell  eomewhat  as  did  l^e 
breeze. 

We  had  the  whole  of  the  day  before  us,  and  a  day  it  was  of  no 
little  e^sitement  We  kept  the  lead,  our  consorts  following,  one  on  either 
quarter,  to  be  ready  to  cut  her  off,  should  the  breeze  shifty  and  place  her  to 
windward.    Hour  after  hoxir  passed,  and  still  we  were  no  nearer  to  her. 
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*'  What  chance  have  we  of  getting  hold  of  her  1 "  said  I  to  Grampus, 
who  was  standmg  with  me  forward,  keeping  a  look  out  on  her. 

I'Why,  sir,  do  ye  see  a  stem  chase  is  a  long  chase,  as  every  one 
knows,  but  a  flaw  of  wind  or  a  bit  of  a  calm,  Or  somewhat  of  that 
sort,  may  throw  her  into  our  power,  so  that  from  all  Tve  seen,  and  you 
know  that's  not  a  little,  Mr.  Huiry  I  says  never  give  up  a-foUowing  an 
enemy  as  long  as  you  can  keep  eyes  on  her.  When  once  you  loses 
sight  of  her,  why,  then  it's  all  guess-work,  and  a  chance  that  you  ever 
claps  eyes  on  her  again." 

I  ever  after  remembered  Grampus's  observations  both  when  chasing 
and  being  chased,  and  frequently  experienced  their  practical  wisdom. 
Eve^hing  was  done  to  increase  the  speed  of  the  ships,  the  sails  were 
drenched  with  water,  so  that  not  a  whis^full  could  escape  through  them, 
and  the  hammocks  were  slung,  and  shot  placed  in  them,  but  all  was 
apparently  at  first  to  little  purpose. 

"  The  rogues  are  laughing  at  us,"  said  Delisle,  as  he  and  I  paced  the  deck 
together,  *'  I  wish  we  could  get  a  calm,  and  have  a  chance  of  boarding 
them  with  the  boats.  They  would  give  us  some  warm  work  though,  I 
suspect." 

**I  should  hope  so,"  said  I.  '^  I  have  always  preferred  the  excitement 
of  downright  fighting  to  the  sort  of  work  we  have  lately  had  off 
Providence." 

*'  I  should  think  so,  indeed  ! "  said  he.  ^  I  have  often  thought  that  if 
I  were  made  a  prisoner,  I  should  die  of  ennuL  How  people  can  exist 
shut  up  within  the  walls  of  a  dungeon  has  always  puzzled  me." 

We  afterwards  had  good  reason  to  remember  this  conversation,  and  he,  poor 
fellow,  sadly  to  his  cost  While  we  had  been  speaking,  dark  clouds  had 
been  gathering  in  the  north-west.  They  now  began  to  form  a  thick  and 
heavy -bank,  which  rose  gradually  higher  and  higher  in  the  sky.  There 
was  little  doubt  that  they  indicated  the  approach  of  a  strong  wind^  but 
whether  or  not  it  would  aid  us  in  capturing  the  chase  was  a  question. 

^' We  shall  have  something  to  try  our  sticks  soqu,  Mr.  Willis,"  said  the 
^captain  to  the  first  lieutenant ;  '^  but  we  must  carry  on  as  long  as  they 
wiU  standi  rather  than  let  that  fellow  escape.  So  &st  a  craft  as  he  is  will 
commit  no  little  damage  to  our  trade,  if  allowed  to  continue  at  large." 

"No  fear,  sir.     It  is  not  likely  that  a  rascally  rebel  will  be   able 
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tdtimatelj  to  escape  from  three  of  his  Majesty's  ships,"  answered  Mr. 
Willis,  who  held  the  Americans  in  supreme  contempt 

"  I  do  not  know  that,"  observed  the  captain,  who  had  a  very  different 
feeling  for  the  foe.  *'  They  hare  shown  in  many  ways  that  they  are  not  to 
be  despised,  and  several  of  their  vessels  have  contrived  to  give  us  the  go-by." 

"  Ay,  yes,  to  be  sure ;  but  then  they  were  probably  not  worth  catching," 
said  Mr.  Willis,  not  liking  to  acknowledge. that  the  enemy  had  anything 
to  boast  of.  According  to  him,  every  battle  they  had  fought  had  been 
lost  by  them,  and  the  time  of  their  entire  destruction  was  fast  approaching. 
The  squall  which  had  for  some  time  been  brewing  in  the  westward,  now 
made  its  advent  known  by  curling  up  the  waves,  topping  them  with  foam 
and  swelling  out  our  sails  to  the  utmost  from  the  bolt  ropes.  The  chase 
kicked  up  her  heels  a  little  as  it  caught  her  up,  and  then  went  staggering 
away  before  it  faster  than  ever.  After  her,  however,  flew  our  two  consorts 
and  ourselves,  and  still  we  felt  sure  that  we  3hould  capture  her.  The 
sea  rose  higher  and  the  wind  increased,  which  was  all  in  our  favour,  and 
after  some  time,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  we  were  gaining  on  her,  but 
night  was  now  approaching,  and  the  darkness  would  give  her  a  far  better 
chance  than  before  of  escaping. 

"  Do  you  think,  Mr.  Willis,  we  should  have  a  chance  of  winging  her,  if 
we  were  to  send  a  shot  after  her  1 "  said  the  captain  to  the  first  lieutenant^ 
as  they  stood  together,  watching  the  chase  attentively. 

«  Certainly  I  think  so ! "  repUed  Mr.  Willis; "  at  all  events,  TU  try, 
and  I  won't  fail  to  do  my  best." 

One  of  the  bow  chasers  was  forthwith  ruli  out  and  pointed  by 
Mr.  Willis  himsell  For  a  minute  or  more  he  looked  along  the 
gun  at  the  chase.  At  last  he  fired.  The  white  splinters  were  seen 
to  fly  from  her  quarter.  The  result  of  his  first  attempt  encouraged 
him  to  make  a  second.  The  gun  was  again  loaded,  but  when  he  fired 
no  apparent  effect  followed.  A  third  time  he  fired,  but  if  the  shot 
struck,  no  damage  was  to  be  perceived.  It  was  now  rapidly  growing 
dark,  and  Mr,  Willis  was  becoming  impatient,  for  uncomfortable  doubts 
began  to  rise  in  his  mind  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  cruiser  of  the  much- 
despised  enemy  escaping  after  all  from  usl  Grampus  was  standing  near 
him.  "  Here,  my  man,"  said  he,  "  you  have  the  credit  of  being  one  of 
best  shots  in  the  ship— try  what  you  can  do  in  clipping  one  of  that 
fcUow's  wings."  .    n^n.n\i> 
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The  old  seaman  looked  gratified  at  the  compliment,  and  prepaied  him- 
self to  obey.  First,  however,  he  cast  a  harried  glance  to  -windward  not 
altogether  devoid  of  anxiety.  I  looked  in  the  same  direction.  There, 
gathering  thickly  and  dose  overhead,  was  the  black  mass  of  donds  which 
had  long  been  driving  towards  ns,  the  seas  looking  white  and  more 
broken  in  the  increasing  gloonL  I  thought  he  was  about  to  speak,  but 
turning  to  the  gun  he  stooped  down  before  it  and  applied  the  match. 
Scarcely  had  he  fired  when  its  report  was  echoed  by  a  discharge  from  the 
artillery  of  the  clouds,  the  wind  roared  in  the  rigging,  the  studding  sails, 
which  had  not  been  taken  in,  were  blown  away  Hke  light  fleeces  from  a 
sheep's  back  and  carried  far  off  before  the  gale.  The  fore-top-gallant  sail 
and  fore-topsail  sheets  were  carried  away  ;  the  ship  flew  up  into  the  wind, 
taking  the  wheel  out  of  the  hands  of  the  men,  while  she  almost  broached- 
to,  creating  a  scene  of  confusion  which  did  not  often  occur  on  board ; 
over  she  heeled  to  the  blast ;  sheets  were  let  fly ;  the  spray  in  showers 
broke  over  her ;  the  voices  of  Captain  Hudson  and  Mr.  Willis  were  heard 
above  the  uproar  caused  by  the  dashing  of  the  sea,  the  rattling  of  blocks, 
and  the  howling  and  whistling  of  the  wind,  with  the  other  accompani- 
ments of  a  sudden  squall.  When  order  was  somewhat  restored,  sail  de- 
creased, and  the  ship  put  on  her  former  course,  we  once  more  looked  out 
for  the  chase.  "Not  a  trace  of  her  was  to  be  seen.  The  dim  outline  of 
OUT  two  consorts  could  be  perceived  on  either  quarter.  They  apparently 
had  been  thrown  into  as  much  confusion  as  we  had  from  the  squall,  but 
were  once  more  with  diminished  canvas  standing  in  the  same  direction  as 
before. 

**  Oh,  we  shall  soon  be  up  with  her  again,''  said  Mr.  Willis,  who  had 
gone  forward  to  look  out  himself  for  the  chase.  "  She  doubtless  lost 
some  of  her  spars  if  not  her  masts  altogether  in  the  squall." 

''Not  so  sure  of  that,"  I  heard  old  Grampus  mutter  as  he  passed  me. 
"  1  saw  her  all  a-taunto,  running  away  from  us  in  fine  style  when  we  were 
first  caught.     She's  given  us  the  go-by,  or  I'm  no  seaman." 

All  night  we  ran  on,  looking  out  for  the  chase,  and  when  daylight  broke 
and  a  hundred  eager  eyes  were  glancing  round  the  horizon  she  was  nowhere 
to  be  seen.  To  pursue  her  farther  would  have  been  vain,  besides  leading 
us  too  far  from  our  cruising-ground  and  risking  the  main  object  we  had  in 
view. 

Eetunxing  to  our  station  on  the  28th  we  took  two  vessels  laden  with 
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wood,  wfaicli  vre  gave  up  as  before.  On  the  4th  of  Jalf  we  saw  a  brig  in 
a  calm,  abour  four  miles  from  ns.  The  signal  was  made  for  all  the  boats 
of  the  squadron,  manned  and  aimed,  to  be  ready  to  attack  her,  lieutenant 
Moss,  of  the  "Juno,"  had  the  command  of  the  expedition.  Making  sure 
of  an  easy  victory,  away  we  pulled  towards  the  stranger  over  the  smooth 
shining  ocean. 

The  brig  we  saw,  as  we  drew  near,  was  heavily  armed ;  hei  colours 
were  flying,  and  she  seemed  prepared  not  to  strike  without  a  blow.  As 
soon  as  we  drew  within  range  of  her  guns  she  opened  her  fire  on  us. 
This,  of  course,  only  expedited  our  movements,  and  we  dashed  on  towards 
her  as  fast  as  the  oars  could  send  the  boats  through  the  water.  The  brig's 
crew  founded  their  hopes  of  escape  probably  on  the  chance  of  a  breeze 
springing  up,  of  which  there  were  already  some  signs,  while  our  aim  was 
to  get  on  board  before  the  wind  filled  her  sails.  The  rebels  fought  with 
desperation^  and  never  relaxed  their  fixe  till  we  were  alongside.  Two  or 
three  of  our  men  had  been  struck.  One  lost  the  side  of  his  face  by  a 
round  shot  which  shaved  him  more  cleanly  than  he  would  have  wished, 
and  spoilt  his  beauty  for  life.  With  loud  shouts  and  cries  our  men 
leaped  on  board,  and  in  two  minutes  the  brig  was  ours.  She  mounted 
ten  carriage  guns  and  twelve  swivels,  was  laden  with  rum  and  sugar,  and 
bound  for  Boston. 

On  the  5th  we  ran  a  brig  on  shore  after  a  chase  of  some  hours.  From  her 
size  and  pertinacity  in  endeavouring  to  escape,  we  from  the  first  suspected 
that  her  cargo  was  of  value.  "No  sooner  had  she  struck  than  the  squadron 
hove-to  and  the  boats  were  ordered  to  pull  in  to  re-take  her.  I  on  this 
occasion  remained  on  board  We  were  expecting  to  see  the  boats  haid 
off  thevessel^  when,  just  as  they  drew  near,  a  large  body  of  troops  were 
perceived  hurrying  down  to  the  shore.  The  soldiers  at  once  began  firing 
away  at  the  advancing  boats,  but  notwithstanding  they  pulled  alongside, 
drove  the  crew  below,  and  took  possession.  We  saw  them  make  a  gallant 
efifort  to  tow  off  the  vessel,  but  in  thtee  or  four  minutes,  so  heavy  became 
the  fire,  they  w:ere  compelled  to  relinquish  the  att^npt.  When  they 
leftched  the  ship  we  found  that  thxee.  men  had.boen  wounded,  but  happily 
none  were  killed. 

.  "  A  tremendous  loss  we  have  had  1".  exchdmed  Mr.  Heron,  if  ho  eom- 
manded  the  expedition,  with  a  look  of  disgust.     "  She  is  worth  twenty 
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thousand  poondB  at  least,  if  not  much  moro^  It  is  not  eyeiy  day  tho 
rebfAB  have  a  yessel  like  her  to  give  us." 

«<  We  must  keep  a  shaip  look-out  after  her,  and  if  she  gets  off,  try  to  get 
hold  of  her  another  day,"  said  Mr.  Willis. 

In  the  evening  we  were  directed  to  stand  close  in  shore  to  cannonade 
and  endeavour  to  destroy  her,  hut  scarcely  had  we  opened  our  fire  when 
a  gale  of  wind  sprung  up,  and  we  were  compelled  for  our  own  safety  to 
run  to  sea.  We,  however,  did  not  yet  give  up  all  hopes  of  capturing  her. 
A  few  days  afterwards,  indeed,  she  fell  into  our  hands,  hut  we  were  not 
a  little  disappointed  to  find  that  the  rebels  had  in  the  meantime  removed 
the  greater  portion  of  her  cargo. 

I^othing  for  some  days  occurred  to  break  the  monotony  of  our  exis- 
tence except  innumerable  unsuccessM  chases  which  sorely  tried  our  first 
lieutenant's  temper,  and  the  capture  of  a  prodigious  quantity  offish.  So 
abundant  was  the  supply  that  it  was  the  business  of  the  mate  of  the  d(^- 
watch  to  see  that  what  were  not  eaten  were  thrown  overboard  every  night, 
to  prevent  the  people  from  keeping  them  too  long.  At  length  I  was 
engaged  in  an  expedition  with  more  serious  results  than  had  for  some  time 
occurred. 

On  the  14th  we  rounded  the  end  of  that  narrow  neck  of  land  known  by 
the  name  of  Cape  Cod,  and  which,  circling  round  like  an  arm  with  its 
elbow-belt,  forms  a  wide  and  extensive  bay.  We  stood  along  the  eastern 
shore,  eagerly  looking  into  every  nook  and  inlet  in  which  a  craft  coidd 
take  shelter.  As  we  got  abreast  of  Cape  Cod  Harbour  we  saw  three  ves- 
sels at  anchor  there — a  brig,  a  schooner,  and  a  sloop.  Mr.  Willis  reported 
them  to  the  captain. 

"  We'll  stand  in  and  overhaid  them,  then,"  was  the  reply,  and  the 
ship's  course  was  altered  accordingly. 

Ko  sooner  were  we  perceived  by  the  three  vessels  than  they  slipped 
their  cables  and  made  sail  in  the  hopes  of  escaping.  .  They  steered  across 
to  the  western  shore,  either  on  the  chance  of  findijBg  shelter  up  some 
creek,  or  being  able  to  beat  out  of  the  bay,  and  thus  get  to  windward  of 
us. 

"  We  shall  bag  the  fellows  this  time  at  all  events,"  said  Mr.  Heron, 
rubbing  his  hands  as  we  were  fiist  overhauling  the  chases. 

They  did  not,  however,  give  in,  trusting  to  a  flaw  of  wind  or  something 
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else  taming  up  in  their  favour.  The  "Amazon''  and  "  Jano,**  however, 
by  standing  more  to  the  northward  soon  cut  off  all  chance  of  escape. 
They  were  running  for  the  harbour  of  Truro,  but  before  they  could  get 
there  we  drove  them  all  three  on  shore  at  some  distance  from  each  other. 
A  loud  shout  from  our  crews  proclaimed  the  result  of  the  chase.  The 
boatswain's  shrill  whistle  sounding  along  the  decks  was  followed  by  the 
order  for  all  the  boats  to  be  manned  and  armed  and  sent  in  to  get  off  the 
vessels.  I  had  chaige  of  a  cutter  with  Grampus  and  Tom,  and  little 
Harry  Siminer  accompanied  me.  Our  first  aim  was  the  brig.  We  pulled 
towards  her  in  good  order  as  fast  as  we  well  could.  It  was  not  till  we 
were  close  alongside  that  the  enemy  showed  themselves  to  defend  her. 
We  took  no  notice  of  them,  though  they  opened  a  warmish  fire  of  mus- 
ketiy  on  us,  but,  boarding  together,  got  out  hawsers,  and  while  some  of  the 
boats  went  ahead  to  tow  her  out  the  crews  of  the  others  remained  on  the 
deck  and  kept  the  enemy  at  bay.  Thus  in  a  few  minutes  we  got  her 
triumphantly  afloat,  and  while  she  was  being  towed  out  from  the  shore  I 
was  sent  in  my  boat  to  set  fire  to  the  sloop  which  lay  nearly  a  mile  from 
the  other  vessels.  I  thought  that  as  the  attention  of  the  enemy  was  en- 
gaged with  the  brig  the  work  would  be  easy,  and  pulled  boldly  towards 
her.  We  had  got  within  musket  range  when  up  started  three  fellows 
from  behind  the  bulwarks  and  let  fly  at  us.  Their  aim  was  good,  for 
each  of  their  shots  struck  the  boat,  though  happily  no  one  was  hit  This 
salute,  however,  did  not  stop  our  progress. 

"  Give  way,  my  lads,  give  way !"  I  shouted.  "We  will  soon  punish 
them  for  their  audacity." 

They  fired  several  times  after  this,  but  without  doing  us  any  damage.  I 
was  surprised  at  their  boldness  in  still  remaining  on  board,  but  on  our  firing 
the  swivel  we  had  in  our  bows,  accompanied  by  a  round  of  musketry,  they 
quickly  jumped  out  of  sight.  As,  however,  we  were  close  alongside,  and 
just  about  to  hook  on  to  her  chains,  the  mystery  was  solved  by  the  unwel- 
come apparition  of  two  or  three  hundred  men,  with  levelled  fire-arms,  who 
appeared  mounting  a  line  of  sand-banks  close  to  the  water,  and  behind 
which  they  had  till  now  remained  concealed.  The  first  dischaige  with 
which  they  saluted  us  knocked  over  two  of  my  men,  and  the  next 
wounded  two  more.  In  addition  to  the  musketry  two  pieces  of  cannon 
were  brought  to  bear  on  us,  which,  unfortunately  for  us,  were  very  well 
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served.  Seeing  this,  and  believing  that  I  and  all  my  people  must  be 
killed  if  we  attempted  to  escape,  I  turned  the  boat's  head  round  and  sang 
out  for  quarter,  and  all  the  disagreeables  of  a  long  imprisonment  rose  up 
before  me.  So  exasperated,  however,  were  the  people  on  shore  that  they 
l^aid  no  attention  to  my  request.  Sumner  had  a  white  handkerchief,  and, 
tying  it  to  a  stretcher,  waved  it  above  our  heads.  It  was,  however,  all  in 
vain.     The  enemy  seemed  resolved  on  our  destruction. 

"  Harry,  my  boy,"  said  I,  "  there  is  no  help  for  it.  If  I  am  hit,  do  your 
best  to  carry  the  boat  out.  Now  give  way,  my  lads  !  K  we  can  but  hold 
on  a  little  we  shall  soon  be  clear.'' 

Even  the  wounded  men  pulled  away  with  all  their  might  except  one 
who  was  too  much  hurt  to  handle  an  oar.  I  took  his  place  and  put  Harry 
at  the  helm.  The  shot  fell  thick  as  haU  around  us,  the  enemy  shouting 
and  shrieking  at  us  like  demons.  Still  we  held  on.  Now  another  of 
my  men  was  hit.  Suddenly  I  saw  little  Harry  turn  pale.  He  sat  up- 
right as  before,  but  his  compressed  lips  and  an  uneasy  look  about  the  eyes 
made  me  fear  he  was  hit. 

"  Are  you  hurt,  Sumner  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  I  think  so,"  he  answered ;  "  but  never  mind,  it  is  nothing,  I  am 
sure." 

I  was  sure  that  he  was  hurt,  however,  very  much,  and  this  made 
mo  feel  more  savage  against  our  enemies  than  anything  that  had 
occurred  for  a  long  time,  but  there  was  no  time  to  stop  and  examine  his 
wound.  I  had  scarcely  a  man  now  left  unhurt — most  of  them  seriously 
so.  Two  poor  fellows  let  the  oars  drop  from  their  hands,  and  sank  down 
in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  Tom  was  one  of  them.  Grampus,  indeed, 
was  the  only  man  unhurt.  He  seemed  to  bear  a  charmed  life,  for  he  had 
run  in  his  time  more  risks  than  any  of  us  without  receiving  a  wound.  I 
was  in  despair,  for  I  every  instant  expected  to  feel  a  bullet  enter  my 
body,  and  that  after  all  we  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
boat,  too,  was  almost  knocked  to  pieces,  and  it  seemed  a  wonder  that  she 
could  still  swim.    The  wind,  fortunately,  was  blowing  strong  oflf  the  land. 

"  We  must  try  and  get  the  foresail  hoisted,  Grampus,"  said  I.  "  If  wo 
can,  we  may  do  yet." 

"Ay,  ay,  sir,"  he  answered,  stepping  forward  over  the  prostrate 
bodies  of  our  shipmates  to  execute  the  order. 
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Assisted  by  two  of  the  men  the  least  hurt,  we  got  the  mast  stepped. 

"  Now  up  with  the  sail,  my  men !"  I  sang  out. 

At  length  it  was  hoisted,  though  the  moment  the  enemy  saw  what 
we  were  about  they  seemed  to  ledouble  their  efforts  to  destroy  us.  I 
breathed  more  freely  as  I  got  the  sheet  aft,  and  saw  the  canvas  swelling 
with  the  breeze ;  but  even  then  I  knew  that  a  shot  might  carry  away  our 
mast  or  halliards,  or,  indeed,  send  us  all  to  the  bottom.  Just  as  I 
had  got  all  to  rights,  and  was  ready  to  take  the  helm,  poor  little  Harry, 
overcome  with  pain  and  the  loss  of  blood,  sank  down  by  my  side.  I 
placed  hiTn  carefully  in  the  stem-sheets,  and  Tom  Eockets,  though  badly 
wounded  himself,  crawled  aft  and  endeavoured  to  examine  "his  wound  and 
to  staunch  the  blood  which  flowed  copiously  from  his  side.  The  bulleta 
began  now  to  fall  less  thickly  about  us  than  before — a  sign  that  we  were 
increasing  OTir  distance  from  the  shore.  Had  the  enemy  possessed  a  boat 
they  might  have  taken  us  without  difficulty,  but,  fortunately,  they  had 
none.  Indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  that  their  aim  was  to  destroy  us  com. 
pletely,  as  a  punishment  on  us  for  our  attempt  to  bum  their  vessel. 
In  spite  of  the  shots  which  still  fell  around  us,  we  kept  steadily  on  our 
course,  while  occasionally  I  turned  an  uneasy  glance  over  my  shoulder 
to  see  how  far  we  had  got  from  the  enemy.  At  length  scarcely  a  shot 
reached  us ;  a  gentle  thud  every  now  and  then  showing  us  that  those 
which  did  so  had  almost  lost  their  power.  I  was  able  now  to  pay  more 
attention  to  my  young  companion.     I  asked  him  how  he  did. 

"  I  am  afraid  that  I  am  more  hurt  than  I  at  first  fancied,"  he  replied. 
'*  If  I  die,  you  will  write  to  my  mother,  and  tell  her  all  about  me,  will 
you.  Hurry  1" 

"  Oh,  don't  talk  of  dying,  my  good  boy,"  I  answered,  though  I  felt  a 
choking  sensation  in  my  throat  as  I  spoke.  "We  shall  soon  be  on 
board,  and   then  you  wiU  be  properly  cared  for,  and  will  feel  more 


"Oh,  I  do  not  complain,"  said  he,  "still,  I  have  an  idea  that  I  am 
mortally  wounded.  Perhaps  it  is  only  &ncy,  you  know,  and  I  am  not 
afraid.** 

"  That's  right ;  be  a  brave  boy,  and  keep  up  your  spirits.  You've 
many  more  years  to  live,  and  will  be  an  admiral  one  of  these  days,  I 
hope,"  said  I,  thougb  my  hopes  were  fiuf  less  sanguine  than  my  words. 
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*'  See,  scarcely  any  of  the  shots  reach  us  ;  we  shall  soon  be  oat  of  the 
enemy's  fire," 

He  looked  np  in  my  face  and  smiled.  One  of  the  wounded  men 
groaned.  Hany  heard  the  poor  fellow.  A  look  of  intense  pain  passed 
over  his  countenance. 

''  Oh,  I  wish  that  we  could  get  to  the  doctor  1  Let  him  look  to  that  poor 
man  before  me ;  I  am  sure  he  wants  him  most.     Who  is  it )" 

I  told  him,  "Tom  Ogle." 

"  Ah,  Tom  Ogle,"  said  he.  "  Don't  give  way,  my  man.  We  were 
doing  our  duty,  and  there's  One  aloft  who'll  not  forget  us  if  we  trust  in 
Him." 

"  Bless  you  for  those  words,  Mr.  Samner,"  Tom  Ogle  gasped  out  between 
the  paroxysms  of  his  pain  ;  '^  they  do  a  poor  fellow's  heart  good." 

All  this  time  we  were  running  off  the  land,  with  a  strong  fair  breeze, 
every  moment  the  enemy's  shot  falling  fieirther  and  farther  astern.  My 
great  fear  now  was  that  some  of  my  men  would  bleed  to  death  before 
they  could  receive  surgical  help.  However,  they  had  bound  up  each 
other's  wounds  in  the  best  way  they  could.  From  the  enemy  we  at  all 
events  were  safe.  I  did  my  utmost  to  keep  up  the  i^irite  of  my  men.  I 
was  thereby  performing,  I  knew,  half  the  doctor's  work.  I  had  been 
eagerly  looking  out  in  the  offing  for  our  squadron.  To  my  intense 
satisfisiction  I  now  made  out  a  sail  standing  towards  us  from  the  north- 
ward.    I  pointed  her  out  to  Grampus. 

''  She's  the  '  Orpheus,'  sir.  I  knows  the  look  of  them  taw'sels  too  well 
to  be  deceived,"  he  answered,  after  watching  her  for  a  few  moments. 

"  You're  right,  Grampus.  It's  her  without  doubt,"  said  L  "  Hurrah, 
my  lads  !    We'll  soon  be  snug  on  board  the  old  barkie." 

We  neared  the  ship  rapidly.  Many  eager  faces  were  looking  out  at  us 
as  we  got  alongside.  Poor  little  Harry  Sumner  first  claimed  my  atten- 
tion. I  stooped  down  to  lift  him  up,  that  he  might  be  handed  on  deck. 
His  cheeks  were  blanched,  his  eyes  were  closed. 

"  Oh,  dear,  oh  dear  !  is  the  child  dead )"  exchdmefl  old  Grampus,  as  he 
took  him  from  me. 

"  I  fear  so,"  I  answered  with  a  sad  heart,  "  Let  the  doctor  look  to  him 
at  once." 

One  after  the  other  the  wounded  men  were  handed  up. 
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"  This  is  sad  work,  Mr.  Hiiny,"  said  Captain  Hudson,  as  I  went  to 
report  myself  on  the  quarter-deck.     I  told  him  how  it  happened. 

"  We  must  send  in  again,  though,  and  punish  the  rascals/*  said  he. 

Notice  was  forthwith  given  that  another  attempt  was  to  he  made  to  get 
off  the  hrig.  Plenty  of  volunteers  came  forward ;  indeed,  they  are  never 
wanting  when  any  hazardous  work  is  in  hand.  The  way  we  had  heen 
treated  had  excited  great  indignation  against  the  enemy  among  our 
people.  Joh  Samson,  our  old  hoatswain,  volunteered  to  head  the  expe- 
dition. He  had  an  idea  that  what  others  failed  to  do  he  could  always  find 
out  some  mode  of  accomplishing,  and,  to  do  him  justice,  he  was  ever  ready 
to  attempt  to  carry  out  his  plans  in  spite  of  every  risk,  though  he  did 
not  invariahly  succeed.  He  soon  had  his  expedition  ready.  We  heartily 
wished  him  success  as  he  pulled  in  towards  the  shore.  The  *'  Amazon  " 
had  in  the  meantime  come  up,  and  as  she  was  in-shore  of  us  and 
drew  less  water,  she  was  ordered  to  stand  in  and  cover  the  attack.  We 
eagerly,  with  our  glasses,  watched  the  proceedings.  We  could  see  the 
enemy,  in  great  numhers,  mustering  on  shore.  Prohably  they  did  not 
expect  that  the  **  Amazon's "  guns  were  going  to  take  part  in  the  fray. 
She  stood  in  as  close  as  she  could  venture,  and  then  opened  her  fire  :  but 
the  enemy,  nothing  daunted,  returned  it  manfully  from  an  earth  battery, 
which  had  been  thrown  up  near  the  brig.  In  the  meantime,  in  the  face  of 
this  fire,  old  Samson  advanced  boldly  to  the  attack  ;  but  round-shot  and 
musket  balls  are  stubborn  things  to  contend  against,  and  the  boatswain 
seeing,  however  easy  it  might  be  theoretically  to  capture  the  brig,  that 
practically,  if  he  atttempted  it,  he  should  lose  the  boat  with  himself 
and  every  man  in  her,  very  wisely  resolved  to  return  on  board,  and 
wait  for  another  opportunity  of  signahzing  himself.  We  aftei'wards 
found  that,  in  this  instance,  the  grapes  really  were  sour,  as  the  sloop  and 
schooner  had  taken  in  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  brig's  cai^o,  and  that 
she  had  remaining  on  board  only  ninety  tons  of  salt.  We  made  several 
attempts  during  the  afternoon  to  cut  out  these  vessels,  but  so  well  guarded 
were  they  from  the  shore  by  riflemen  and  flying  artillery,  that  after  all  our 
exertions  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  attempt.  Happily,  however, 
no  one  was  hit  except  those  who  had  been  wounded  in  my  boat.  In 
the  evening,  before  turning  in,  I  went  round  to  see  how  the  poor  fellows 
were  getting  on.     They  all  received  me  cheerfully. 
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*'  We're  better  o%  sir,  than  if  we  liad  been  boxed  up  in  a  Yankee 
prison,  even  though  as  how  we've  got  some  eyelet  holes  through  us,  d*ye 
see!"  said  Bob  Kodder,  who  was  the  most  severely  wounded  of  any  of  the 
party.  He  observed  that  I  was  grieved  to  see  the  sufferings  they  were 
enduring. 

"  It  coxdd  not  be  helped,  Mr.  Huny.  You  did  your  best  for  us,  and  if 
you  had  not  kept  cool,  sir,  we  might  every  one  of  us  have  been  riddled 
with  rifle  bullets." 

I  felt  still  greater  pain  when  I  went  to  the  side  of  little  Harry  Sumner's 
cot.  He  was  in  the  officers'  sick-bay,  and  the  doctor  had  done  his  best 
to  make  him  comfortable.  He  was  slumbering,  so  I  did  not  speak.  I 
stood  for  some  minutes  watching  his  youthfal  countenance.  It  was  almost 
feminine  in  its  beauty — so  clear,  so  fsur,  so  free  from  the  effects  of  the  evil 
passions  which  distort  and  disfigure  so  often  the  features  of  those  of  older 
years.  His  long  light-brown  hair  had  fEtUen  off  his  clear  broad  forehead, 
and  his  lips  were  parted,  and  moved  slightly,  as  if  he  were  speaking  to 
himself.  A  sickly  gleam  of  light  from  the  ship's  lanthom,  which  hung 
from  a  beam  above,  fell  on  his  countenance,  and  gave  it  a  hue  so  pallid 
that  I  thought  the  shades  of  death  were  fast  gathering  over  him.  My  heart 
sank  within  me.  Were  his  anticipations,  then,  of  evil  so  soon  to  be 
realized  1  Of  evil?  Would  it,  indeed,  be  an  evil  to  him,  poor  child,  to 
be  removed  from  all  the  temptations  to  vice,  from  the  scenes  of  violence 
and  wrong  with  which  he  was  surrounded  9  I  felt  it  woxdd  not,  and  still 
I  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  losing  him ;  and  there  was  another,  far, 
far  away,  who  would  mourn  him  still  more — ^his  mother.  Who  would 
have  the  courage  to  tell  her  that  she  would  see  her  boy  no  moref  I  trusted 
that  I  might  not  have  the  painful  task  to  perform.  I  prayed  earnestly, 
for  his  widowed  mother's  sake,  that  he  might  recover ;  tbat  he  might 
go  through  his  fiery  trials  in  the  world  unscathed ;  that  he  might  with- 
stand the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  and,  through  the  merits  of  our 
Master,  attain  eternal  happiness  in  the  end.  The  surgeon  entered  the  sick- 
bay.   I  signed  to  him  that  the  boy  was  sleeping. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  his  case,  doctor  9"  said  I  with  an  anxious  face. 
"Will  he  recover?" 

"  If  fever  does  not  set  in  he'll  do,"  answered  the  medico.  "  McCallum 
wUl  keep  a  constant  watch  on  him  during  the  night.    He'll  call  me  if  any 
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change  takes  place.  Te  need  not  fash  yotuselfy  Huny ;  the  boy  is  in  no 
danger,  I  tell  you." 

These  words  consoled  me.  Still  I  was  not  perfectly  satisfied.  The 
heart  of  a  sailor,  far  remoyed  as  he  is  from  the  social  influences  of  the 
shore,  looks  out  for  something  on  which  to  set  its  more  tender  affections. 

I  felt  for  that  lone  boy  as  if  he  had  been  a  young  brother  or  sister.  My 
feelings  were,  I  dare  say,  shared  by  many  of  my  inessmates.  We  most  of 
us,  if  not  cast  originally  in  the  same  mould,  had  by  circumstances  become 
shaped  very  much  alike  as  to  the  inner  man ;  the  same  prejudices,  the 
same  affections,  the  same  passions,  the  same  ideas  of  honour,  and  I  will 
say  the  same  tender  feelings  and  generous  impulses,  were  shared  by  most  of 
us  alike.  But  I  was  speaking  of  Harry  Sumner.  Several  times  during 
my  watch  below  I  turned  out  to  see  how  he  was  getting  on.  McGallum 
reported  favourably  of  him ;  so,  tolerably  contented,  I  went  back  to  my 
hammock  and  slept  soundly. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

«  OrpbeaB  *'  in  Cape  Cod  harbour.— Sent  <m  shore  with  flag  of  trace. — Polite  reception. 
— Camp  attacked. — A  magistrate  offers  himself  as  a  hostage. — Oar  captain's  magna- 
nimity.— My  dying  messmate. — At  sea. — ^Thirty  rebel  vessels  captared. — ^Doabts 
whether  this  wQl  indace  the  colonists  to  retnm  to  their  allegiance. 

Varied  are  the  changes  of  a  seaman's  life«-I  found  them  so,  at  all  eyents. 
An  episode  in  my  history  was  about  to  occur^  of  which  I  litUe  dreamed. 

After  the  brush  I  have  described  with  the  enemy's  batteries  the 
squadron  came  to  an  anchor.  On  the  evening,  however,  of  the  15th 
of  June,  the  "  Orpheus  "  was  ordered  to  get  under  weigh,  and  proceed  to 
Cape  God  harbour. 

When  the  sun  arose  in  the  morning,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  their 
no  small  dismay,  found  us  anchored  within  gun-shot  of  their  houses.  I 
was  just  dressed  when  Captain  Hudson  sent  for  me. 

"  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  he,  **  you  are  to  go  on  shore  with  a  flag  of  truce. 
Inquire  for  the  mayor  or  chief  magistrate,  or  authorities  of  some  sort 
Tell  them  that  we  are  in  want  of  water  and  refreshments  of  various  sorts, 
that  we  are  perfectly  ready  to  pay  for  everything  we  have,  and  then 
politely  inform  them  that  we  are  resolved,  at  all  events,  to  have  what  we 
require ;  and  that  if  they  decline  supplying  us,  or  in  any  way  molest  us,  we 
will  knock  their  town  about  their  ears  and  take  what  we  want  by  force." 

I  signified  that  I  clearly  understood  my  orders,  and,  quaffing  a  cup  of  a 
villanous  compound  called  tea,  and  putting  a  piece  of  biscuit  into  my  pocket, 
I  tumbled  hurriedly  into  my  boat  and  shoved  off.  It  took  me  about  twenty 
minutes  to  reach  the  landing-place  before  the  town,  whence  the  boat  had 
been  observed  approaching,  and  the  very  people  I  was  in  search  of  were 
ready  to  receive  me.  The  principal  magistrate  was  a  very  dignified  old 
gentleman,  with  silver  buckles  on  his  shoes,  velvet  small-clothes,  a  three- 
cornered  hat  on  his  head,  and  a  silver-mounted  sword  by  his  side.  I 
did  not  expect  to  encountor  such  a  personage  in  so  out-of-the-way  and 
rough-and-ready  sort  of  a  place. 
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"  May  I  ask,  sir,  to  what  cause  we  are  indebted  for  the  honour  of 
a  visit  from  the  King  of  England's  ships f"  said  he,  bowing  low. 

I  thought  that  there  was  more  of  mock  humility  than  of  respect  in  his 
manner,  though.     I  delivered  the  message  the  captain  had  given  me. 

"  Certainly,  sir,  certainly,"  replied  my  friend,  smiling :  "  the  arguments 
you  use  are  incontrovertible  under  our  present  circumstances.  I  doubt  not 
that  they  will  make  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  true  and  faithful 
servants  of  £ling  George." 

I  was  rather  amused  than  offended  with  his  manner,  and  was  pleased 
that  I  had  to  deal  with  a  gentleman  instead  of  a  lout. 

"Do  not  let  us  weigh  the  force  of  the  arguments,  sir,"  I  replied, 
"  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  I  have  your  word  that  you  will  not  allow 
any  attempt  to  be  made  to  molest  our  watering  party,  and  will  collect  for 
us  any  provisions  we  require." 

I  gave  him  a  list  the  purser  had  supplied  me  with. 

"  All  your  demands  shall  be  complied  with.  Yon  have  my  word  for 
it,  sir,"  said  he,  bowing  as  before. 

This  matter  being  settled,  I  pulled  back  to  the  ship.  The  watering 
place  was  some  little  way  from  the  town.  The  signal  was  made  for  the 
boats  to  take  the  watering  party  on  shore.  It  was  considered  necessary 
at  the  same  time,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  to  send  a  strong  body  of 
men  on  shore  to  protect  the  others,  and,  accordingly,  a  hundred  marines 
and  two  hundred  seamen  from  the  three  ships  were  told  off  for  that  pur- 
pose. We  certainly  had  rather  a  warlike  than  a  peaceable  aspect  as  the 
squadron  of  boats  made  for  the  shore. 

We  were  met,  as  we  landed,  by  our  friend  the  mayor  with  a  flag  of  truce. 
He  came  to  inquire  why  we  approached  in  so  warlike  a  guise.  Mr. 
Willis,  who  commanded  the  party,  replied  that,  while  we  did  not  wish  to 
injure  others,  we  always  liked  to  be  in  a  position  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 
Satisfied  with  this  answer  the  mayor  took  his  departure.  A  wood  was 
before  us.  A  succession  of  sandy  hammocks  were  between  it  and  the 
shore.  Among  them  we  made  our  bivouac.  The  spring  from  which  we 
were  to  fill  our  casks  was  on  the  borders  of  the  wood. 

According  to  rule,  as  we  were  in  an  enemy's  country,  we  placed  the 
usual  lines  of  sentries,  while  the  seamen,  as  rapidly  as  they  could,  filled  the 
casks  and  rolled  them  down  to  the  boats.    At  night  we  were  compelled  to 
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knock  off  worky  bo  we  lighted  oar  camp-fires  and  made  ourselyes  as  com- 
fortable as  circumstances  would  allow.  Delisle,  Drew,  Nicholas  and  some 
midshipmen  of  the  other  ships  were  seated  with  me  on  the  ground,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  fire,  more  that  we  might  have  its  light  than  its 
warmth,  and  superintend  the  cooking  of  some  steaks  which  we  had 
resolved  to  have  for  supper.  Tom  Eockets  was  acting  under  our  orders, 
and  boiling  the  kettle  to  brew  some  punch.  We  were  a  very  jolly  party. 
Several  of  us  had  not  met  since  we  used  to  assemble  on  board  my  prize 
at  Kew  York  in  the  winter,  and  we  had  had  a  good  deal  of  knocking 
about  since  then.  Many  a  tale  was  told,  and  many  a  jovial  song  and  not 
a  few  sentimental  ditties  were  sung,  echoed  by  the  seamen  who  sat 
grouped  about.  Thus  hour  after  hour  passed  by,  and  we  felt  no  inclina- 
tion to  lie  down.  I  dare  say  we  looked  very  picturesque  as  the  light  of 
the  fires  fell  on  us :  the  seamen  scattered  about  in  every  easy  attitude ; 
the  piled  arms  of  the  marines ;  the  men  themselves  so  different  to  the 
sailors;  the  bayonets  of  the  sentries  in  the  distance;  the  yellow  sand-hills; 
the  sea,  calm  and  solemn,  flashing  eveiy  now  and  then  with  phospho- 
rescent light ;  and  then  overhead  the  dark  mysterious  vault  of  heaven, 
studded  with  stars  ionumerable,  all  speaking  of  the  might,  the  majesty, 
the  power  unbounded  of  the  Creator.  One  by  one  my  messmates  dropped 
off  to  sleep.  I  lay  on  my  back  for  some  time  contemplating  the  magni- 
ficent spectacle.  I  had  often  gazed  on  the  stars  before.  I  had  taken  the 
altitudes  of  many;  I  had  measured  the  distance  of  one  from  the  other; 
I  had  steered  my  course  by  them  over  the  ocean ;  but  then  I  had  looked 
on  them  only  as  useful  appendages  to  our  globe.  Kow,  as  I  gazed, 
they  seemed  to  float — ^beauteous  globes  in  the  pure  ether,  altogether 
independent  of  the  puny  world  we  call  our  own.  How  far  more 
pure  and  brilliant  did  they  appear  than  in  the  misty  clime  of  old 
England !  I  began  to  envy  the  Americans  the  advantage  they  possess  over 
us. 

My  meditations  were  rudely  and  suddenly  interrupted  by  the  sharp  rattle 
of  musketry  and  a  quick  succession  of  reports  in  return.  Every  man  in  an 
instant  was  on  his  feet.  All  flew  to  their  arms  and  hurried  to  the  front. 
The  rattle  of  musketry  increased,  and  the  bullets  came  flying  about 
our  ears,  while  our  advanced  sentries  retreated  rapidly  in  on  the  main 
body — I  might  have  said  they  ran  as  fast  as  their  heels  coxdd  carry 
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them — Bhouting  out  that  the  enemy  in  strong  foice  were  pressing  hard 
upon  us.  Mr.  Willis  formed  the  marines  in  the  centre,  with  the  blue- 
jackets  as  flanking  parties  in  readiness  to  receive  the  enemy.  We  had 
not  long  to  wait  before  their  dark  forms  in  dense  masses  could  be  seen 
climbing  over  the  sand-hills,  threatening  not  only  our  front,  but  both  our 
flanks. 

"We  are  outmatched:  I  suspect  we  have  been  outwitted  by  the 
rascals,"  said  DeHsle,  who  stood  near  me ;  "  Til  never  trust  these  rebels 
again." 

"I  cannot  make  it  out,"  I  answered;  "I  thought  we  could  have 
placed  perfect  confidence  in  the  word  of  that  old  gentleman  I  met  in  the 
morning." 

We  had,  however,  no  time  to  discuss  the  matter ;  for  every  moment 
the  fire  grew  heavier,  and  we  saw  that  we  were  far  outnumbered  by  the 
enemy.  Now,  under  other  circumstances,  this  might  have  been  a  matter 
of  little  moment,  for,  had  we  advanced,  we  might  have  gained  an  easy 
victory ;  but  we  at  present  had  nothing  to  gain  by  fighting,  and  should 
we  have  found  ourselves  caught  in  a  trap,  and  been  compelled  to  lay 
down  our  arms,  we  knew  that  our  loss  would  be  very  seriously  felt  by 
the  remainder  of  our  ships'  companies.  We  therefore,  by  as  heavy  fire 
as  we  could  maintain,  kept  the  enemy  at  bay,  and  retreated  in  good 
order  to  our  boats,  vowing  vengeance  against  them  for  the  treachery  of 
which  we  supposed  they  had  been  guilty.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  very 
few  of  our  men  were  hurt,  and  none  were  killed.  The  rebels,  as  is  gene- 
rally the  case  with  unpractised  troops,  had  fired  high,  so  that  most  of 
their  shot  had  gone  over  our  heads.  We  embarked  with  all  our  casks, 
and  quickly  got  on  board  our  ships,  expecting  next  morning  to  have  the 
satis&ction  of  battering  away  at  the  town  till  not  a  brick  should  stand 
to  afford  shelter  to  the  treacherous  inhabitants. 

My  first  inquiry  on  getting  on  board  was  for  Harry  Sumner.  He  had 
been  going  on  well,  but  had  frequently  asked  to  see  me.  Thinking 
ho  might  be  awake,  I  went  to  the  side  of  his  cot.  He,  however,  was 
sleeping.  He  looked  very  pale  and  thin.  A  few  hours  of  suflering  had 
altered  him  much.  I  was  going  away  when  I  heard  him  whisper  my 
own  name.  "  See,  mother  dear,  be  kind  to  him ;  and  you,  Julia,  will 
love  him,  for  he  was  kind  to  brother  Harry.    You'll  not  turn  him  away 
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when  I  am  gone — ^gone  on  a  long,  long  voyage,  you  know.  You'll  love 
him  for  my  sake,  both  of  you.  He'll  talk  to  you  sometimes  about  Hany. 
There,  there,  mother  dear,  don't  weep ;  we'll  meet  Bgein,  you  know; — 
yes,  yes,  after  my  long  voyage.  Don't  cry,  Julia  dear,  don't  now — 
don't!" 

Thus  he  went  on.  I  felt  ready  to  cry  myself,  I  know.  I  had  not 
heard  him  speak  of  his  little  sister — I  could  easily  guess  the  reason—he 
would  run  no  risk  of  having  her  name  profaned  by  careless  lips.  At 
length  he  was  silent.  I  slipped  away.  Poor  little  fellow  !  in  spite  of 
what  the  doctor  said,  I  guessed  that  he  at  all  events  thought  himself 
dying.  I  trusted  that  he  might  be  mistaken.  With  a  heavy  heart, 
though,  I  left  him  and  turned  into  my  hammock,  where  in  a  very  few 
minutes  I  was  sound  asleep. 

The  word  had  already  been  passed  along  the  decks  to  prepare  for 
action,  and  we  fully  expected  that  in  a  few  minutes  the  fim  would 
begin,  when  a  boat  was  seen  coming  off  from  the  shore  with  a  flag  of 
trace.  It  seemed  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  it  should  be  received  after 
the  way  we  had  been  treated  by  the  rebels ;  but  Captain  Hudson 
resolved  that  he  would  hear  what  they  had  to  say  for  themselves  before 
he  proceeded  to  extremities.  The  old  gentleman  with  whom  I  had 
spoken  the  day  before,  and  several  substantial-looking  personages  were 
in  the  boat.  They  evidently  felt  themselves  in  no  trifling  difficulty,  and 
saw  that  it  would  require  the  management  of  the  most  important  people 
in  the  place  to  save  the  town.  Captain  Hudson  at  first,  wishing  to  give 
them  a  fright,  refused  to  listen  to  any  of  their  explanations. 

''  A  truce  had  been  agreed  on,  and  while  we  were  acting  with  perfect 
good  faith  and  peaceableness,  your  people  most  unjustifiably  attempted 
to  destroy  us.  I  give  you  half  an  hour  to  remove  the  women  and 
children,  and  then  expect  the  consequences  of  your  treachery,"  said  he^ 
drawing  his  sword-belt  tighter  round  his  waist,  and  turning  on  his  heel 
with  a  look  of  scorn. 

"  Hear  me,  sir,"  said  the  old  gentleman,  stepping  forward.  "  We  had,, 
on  my  honour,  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  outrage  of  which  you  com- 
plain. The  people  who  attacked  you  were  those  whose  vessels  you  have 
80  wantonly  destroyed.  They  came  to  revenge  themselves.  When  they 
found  that  we  had  pledged  ourselves  to  preserve  the  peace  they  returned 
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quietly  homewards.  If  you  wish  to  complete  the  watering  of  youi  ships 
we  will  in  no  way  molest  you,  and  we  will  supply  you  with  all  the 
provisions  you  require." 

"  So  you  said  hefore,"  replied  Captain  Hudson.  "  How  can  I  depend 
on  the  fulfilment  of  your  agreement?" 

*^  I  for  one,  and  I  dare  say  others  wiU  be  ready  to  remain  in  your 
hands  as  hostages  till  our  agreement  is  fulfilled,"  answered  the  old 
gentleman. 

Captain  Hudson,  who  was  generous  as  he  was  brave,  would  not  listen 
to  this  proposal ;  but,  stretching  out  his  hand,  he  answered  firanMy,  ''  No, 
no,  sir;  I  will  not  put  you  or  your  Mends  to  this  inconvenience.  I 
fuDy  trust  to  your  word.  Go  on  shore,  and  keep  your  combatively- 
incUned  countrymen  from  attacking  us,  unless  they  want  to  have  your 
town  burnt,  and  by  the  evening  we  shall  probably  have  relieved  you  of 
our  company." 

I  never  saw  people's  faces  brighten  up  more  rapidly  than  did  those  of 
our  rebel  visitors  when  they  heard  these  words.  It  was  like  the  dealing 
away  of  a  thundeivcloud  from  the  sky  in  summer.  They  were  ready  to 
promise  all  sorts  of  things,  and  to  supply  us  with  all  we  desired ;  and, 
to  do  them  justice,  they  amply  fulfilled  their  word.  We  completed  our 
water,  got  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  provisions,  and  sailed  again  that 
evening  on  our  cruise. 

On  the  21st  of  July  we  took  a  schooner  from  Bilboa  to  Boston  with 
cordage  and  canvas,  and  on  the  22nd  re-took  a  brig  from  Quebec  to 
London  in  ballast ;  on  which  day  the  '^  Amazon  "  parted  company  and 
sailed  with  the  prizes  for  New  York. 

On  the  24th  we  took  a  schooner  from  Boston  to  the  West  Indies  with 
fish  and  lumber ;  on  the  25th  a  brig  from  Martinique  with  rum  and 
molasses  ;  on  the  26th  a  schooner  from  Boston  to  the  West  Indies  with 
lumber,  and  on  the  same  day  chased  a  large  ship  close  into  Boston  light- 
house ;  but  she  effected  her  escape  into  the  harbour. 

On  the  31st  the  **  Amazon  "  rejoined  us,  and  informed  us  that  she  had 
on  her  passage  recaptured  a  large  ship  from  Jamaica  to  London  with  rum 
and  sugar,  which  had  been  made  prize  of  by  the  rebels,  and  that  she  had 
sent  her  into  Halifax. 

On  the  Ist  of  August,  at  sunrise,  a  schooner  was  reported  in  sight 
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We  accordingly  made  sail  in  chase ;  but  she  seemed  in  no  ways  inclined 
to  be  captured,  and,  setting  every  stitch  of  canvas  she  could  carry,  she 
began  to  walk  through  the  water  at  a  great  rate.  We  soon  saw  that  we 
should  have  to  put  our  best  leg  foremost  to  come  up  with  her.  This  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power  we  did. 

I  have  already  described  many  chases,  so  I  will  not  enter  into  parti- 
culars. Hour  after  hour  passed,  and  we  seemed  to  be  no  nearer  to  her ; 
still  we  had  not  lost  ground,  and,  from  her  pertinacity  in  endeavouring 
to  get  away  from  us,  we  of  course  fancied  that  she  was  the  more  worth 
having.  The  longest  day  must  have  an  end,  and  so  had  this.  At  its 
termination,  when  night  was  coming  on,  we  were  very  little  nearer  the 
chase  than  at  daybreak.  Still  we  hoped  that  a  shift  of  wind  might 
enable  us  to  get  up  with  her,  or  that  a  calm  might  come  on  and  allow 
us  to  reach  her  with  our  boats.  But  neither  one  thing  nor  the  other 
occurred.  Night  came  down  upon  us,  and  not  the  sharpest  pair  of  eyes 
on  board  could  pierce  through  the  dark  mantle  which  shrouded  her. 
Some  thought  they  saw  her  stealing  off  in  one  direction ;  others  declared 
they  saw  her  steering  an  opposite  course.  The  result  was  that  when 
morning  broke,  our  expected  prize  had  escaped  us,  and  we  were  com- 
pelled to  stand  back  and  rejoin  our  consorts,  like  a  dog  with  his  tail 
between  his  legs.  We  had  hopes,  however,  of  being  able  in  some  degree 
to  indemnify  ourselves  for  our  loss,  when,  on  the  2nd  of  August,  about 
two  hours  before  daylight,  the  shadowy  outline  of  a  ship  was  seen  dead 
to  leeward  between  us  and  the  land,  the  wind  being  somewhere  from 
the  south-west.  Now  she  was  there,  ghostlike  and  indistinct,  a  spiiit 
gliding  over  the  face  of  the  waters ;  now  as  I  looked  she  had  disappeared 
and  I  could  scarcely  believe  that  I  had  seen  her. 

"Can  you  make  her  out?"  said  I  to  Grampus,  who  was  a  quarter- 
master in  my  wat<ih.  The  old  man  hollowed  his  hands  round  his  eyes 
aud  took  a  long  steady  gaze  into  the  darkness  ahead. 

"  I  did  see  her  just  a  few  minutes  afor*  you  spoke  to  me,  sir,  but  smash 
my  timbers  if  I  sees  her  now  1"  he  exclaimed,  suiting  the  action  to  the 
word.    "  Where  is  she  gone  to  1" 

"  She  has  altered  her  course,  or  a  bank  of  mist  is  floating  by  between 
us,"  I  suggested. 

"That's  it,  sir,"  said  he;  "I  wouldn't  bo  surprised  but  what  sho'U 


Digitized  by 


Uoogle 


142  HUBBIOANB  HUBBY. 

heave  in  sight  again  afor'  long,  except  die's  one  of  those  ctaft  one  hears 
talk  of,  aboard  of  whom  there's  no  living  man  with  flesh  and  blood  to 
work  them.     If  so  be  she  is,  I'd  rather  not  fall  in  w^ith  her." 

'  I  laughed.  **  "No  fear  of  that,"  said  I ;  "  she  has  been  reported  to  the 
captain,  and  we  shall  be  making  all  sail  in  chase  presently.  We  shall 
then  soon  find  out  what  she's  made  of." 

"  Much  as  we  did  the  schooner  two  days  ago,"  muttered  Grampus,  as  I 
left  him.  "  I  don't  know  what's  come  over  the  ship  that  she  don't  walk 
along  fester." 

The  stranger  had  been  reported  to  the  captain,  who  very  soon  came  on 
deck,  when  all  sail  was  packed  on  the  ship  in  chase.  The  stranger,  for 
some  time,  did  not  appear  to  be  aware  of  our  vicinity ;  indeed,  we  could 
frequently  scarcely  make  her  out  through  the  darkness.  At  length,  how- 
ever, she  discovered  that  an  ugly  customer  was  near  her,  and  lost  no 
time  in  setting  every  stitch  of  canvas  she  could  cany,  and  running 
directly  off  before  the  wind.  By  this  time  we  had  got  near  enough  to 
see  that  she  was  a  ship,  and  of  considerable  si^e. 

"  That  craft  carries  a  good  many  hands,  I  suspect,  by  the  smart  way  in 
which  she  made  sail,"  I  heard  Mr.  Willis  observe  to  the  captain.  "  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  she  proves  a  privateer,  or  so-called  ship  of  war 
belonging  to  the  rebel  government.  To  my  mind,  we  shall  do  well  to 
treat  all  the  iiiscals  we  find  on  board  such  craft  as  pirates,  and  trice  them 
up  to  their  own  yard-arms." 

"  You  forget^  Mr.  Willis,  that  two  can  play  at  that  game,"  answered 
the  captain.  "The  rebels  have  pretty  well  shown  that  they  are  in 
earnest,  and  have  established  a  right  to  respect  at  all  events.  I  don't  think 
hanging  them  will  bring  them  to  reason.  Let  us  treat  them  as  open  and 
gallant  enemies,  and  if  we  cannot  make  them  fellow-subjects,  at  all  events 
we  may  induce  them  to  become  some  day  our  friends  again.  I  confess 
to  you  I  am  sick  of  this  sort  of  warfare.  We  must  do  our  duty,  and 
take,  sink,  and  destroy  all  the  craft  belonging  to  the  misguided  people 
we  find  afloat,  but  there  is  neither  honour  nor  glory  to  be  obtained  by 
the  work,  and  as  for  the  profit,  I  would  rather  be  without  it.  Bah ! 
I'm  sick  of  such  fratricidal  work." 

"  1  can't  say  that  I  see  things  quite  in  the  light  that  you  do,  sir," 
said  the  first  lieutenant.     "The  British  Goveniment  make  laws,  and  it's 
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the  duty  of  Britisli  people  to  olsey  them;  and  if  they  don%  it's  oui 
business  just  now  to  force  them  to  it." 

''Tour  logic  is  unansweiahle^  Willis/'  replied  Captain  Hudson,  turn- 
ing away  with  a  sigh.  '*  There  can  be  no  doubt  what  our  duty  is*, 
however  painful  it  may  prove." 

I  believe  that  many  officers  thought  and  felt  like  my  gallant  and  kind- 
hearted  captain,  and  yet  not  a  more  loyal  man,  or  a  more  faithful  subject 
of  his  sovereign,  ever  stepped  the  deck  of  a  ship  of  war. 

As  the  first  gleam  of  day  appeared  from  beneath  a  dark  canopy  of 
douds,  and  shone  across  the  leaden  water,  its  light  fell  on  the  royals  and 
top-gallant  sails  of  a  large  ship,  with  studden  sails  alow  and  alofb,  run- 
ning before  the  wind  directly  for  the  American  coast.  Smoothly  as  she 
glided  on,  and  rapidly  as  she  ran  through  the  water,  in  all  the  pride  of 
symmetrical  beauty,  she  was  in  a  very  critical  position.  As  I  looked  at 
her  I  bethought  me  she  presented  no  inapt  simile  to  a  careless  youth 
rushing  over  the  sea  of  life  regardless  of  all  the  dangers  which  surround 
him,  and  with  the  pit  of  destruction  yawning  before  him.  Haul  her  wind 
and  fight  us  she  dared  not^  for  we  shoidd  have  blown  her  speedUy  out  of 
the  water ;  no  Mendly  port  that  she  could  possibly  make  was  under  her 
lee.  The  only  hope,  therefore,  her  crew  could  have  had  of  escaping  was 
to  run  the  ship  on  shore  and  to  abandon  her.  This  it  was  our  object  to 
prevent  them  doing.  The  usual  devices  for  increasing  our  speed  were 
resorted  to.  Every  spar  that  could  carry  a  sail  was  rigged,  while  the 
canvas  almost  swept  the  water  on  either  side  of  us,  but  all  to  little 
purpose  it  seemed.  If  we  increased  our  speed,  so  did  the  chase,  and  not 
an  inch  was  gained.  As  the  day  grew  on,  the  breeze  freshened,  and  at 
noon  some  on  board  asserted  that  we  had  begun  to  overhaul  her.  We  were 
all  of  us  on  deck  as  often  as  we  could,  for  she  afforded  far  more  subject 
of  interest  than  the  ordinary  lumber-laden  merchant  craft  it  was  our  usual 
lot  to  chase.  The  clouds  which  had  obscured  the  sky  at  sunrise  rolled 
gradually  away ;  the  sun  shone  down  on  the  blue  ocean  with  undimned 
splendour,  glittering  on  the  long  lines  of  foam  which  the  two  ships 
formed  as  they  clove  their  way  through  it. 

I  was,  among  others,  watching  the  chase  when  McCallum  came  up 
to  me. 

"Sumner  wants  to  see  you,  Hurry,"  said  he;  "I  think  a  little  talk 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


144  HUBBICANE  HUABT. 

witli  you  will  do  him  good.  He  is  very  low,  left  so  many  hours  by 
himself,  and  he  does  not  sleep  much." 

Our  young  messmate  had  been  progressing  favourably,  according  to  the 
doctor's  report,  since  he  was  wounded,  but  he  was  nervous  and  fanciful, 
poor  little  fellow !  and  wanted  more  tender  nursing  than  the  rough,  albeit 
kind-hearted,  treatment  he  could  obtain  on  board.  Captain  Hudson  would 
gladly  have  landed  him,  could  he  have  found  any  friends  on  shore  willing  to 
take  charge  of  him ;  but  as  this  was  impossible,  all  circumstances  would 
allow  was  done  to  make  him  comfortable.  I  sat  myself  down  on  a  stool 
by  the  side  of  his  cot,  and  told  him  all  that  was  going  forward  on  deck. 

"  I  wish  that  I  could  be  about  and  doing  my  duty  again,"  said  he ; 
"  I'm  weary  of  being  boxed  up  here  below." 

"  I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  get  sent  home,  and  have  your  mother 
and  sister  to  nurse  you  till  you  are  strong  and  well." 

"  Who  told  you  that  I  had  a  sister  1"  he  asked  quickly. 

"You  did,  surely,  Harry,"  I  answered;  "how  else  should  I  have 
known  it  r* 

"  Oh,  I  never  spoke  about  her,  Tm  sure  1"  said  he  earnestly.  "  She  is 
such  a  little  angel.  Hurry,  that  I  could  not  bear  to  have  her  name  uttered 
by  any  of  our  fellows  in  the  way  they  speak  of  each  other's  sisters  and 
female  friends." 

"  Trust  me,  indeed,  I  will  never  mention  her,"  I  answered,  appreciating 
his  delicacy,  though  I  felt  a  strong  desire  to  see  the  little  girl  he  praised 
so  highly.  I  did  not  reflect  that  her  portrait  was  painted  by  a  loving 
brother.  I  got  him  to  talk  more  about  her,  and  when  his  heart  was 
opened  he  seemed  never  tired  of  the  theme.  He  told  me  how  she  was 
two  or  three  years  older  than  himself ;  how  she  had  watched  over  him 
and  instructed  him  in  all  that  was  good,  and  how  bitterly  she  grieved  at 
his  going  away  to  sea,  and  much  did  he  blame  himself  for  having  often 
appeared  ungrateful  for  her  love  and  affection.  Often  in  a  night-watch 
did  my  thoughts  recur  to  Julia  Sumner.  It  was  a  midshipman's  fancy, 
and  perhaps  a  folly,  but  it  was  very  excusable,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
even  at  the  present  time. 

Our  conversation  was  interrupted  by  the  report  of  one  of  our  bow 
chasers.  I  sprang  on  deck.  We  had  got  the  chase  within  range  of  our 
guns,  and  we  were  not  likely  to  let  them  remain  inactive.   Still  she  stood 
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on ;  not  a  brace  nor  a  sheet  did  ahe  slack ;  and  as  our  gonnery  was  not 
fiist-iate  it  must  be  owned,  we  conld  not  as  yet  hope  to  do  her  mach  damage. 

*'  We  have  gained  on  her  considerably  since  you  went  below/'  said 
Delisle,  whose  glass  was  fixed  on  the  chase,  watching  the  effect  of  our 
shot.  "  In  another  hour,  if  the  wind  holds,  we  shall  get  her  well  under 
our  guns,  and  then  she'll  have  very  little  more  to  say  for  hersel£" 

''Land  ahead !"  shouted  the  look-out  from  aloft.  I  with  others  went 
to  the  mast-head  to  ascertain  its  distance.  We  judged  it  to  be  the  land 
about  Cape  Cod,  some  fifteen  miles  or  so  away.  It  would  take  us  a 
couple  of  hours  to  get  up  with  it.  Evening,  however,  was  now  coming 
on,  and  it  would  be  dark  before  we  could  hope  to  reach  it.  We  watched 
the  chase  more  anxiously  than  ever;  the  prospect  of  bringing  her  to 
before  she  should  reach  the  shore  was  every  instant  growing  less.  Those 
who  manned  her  were  no  cowards.  As  we  were  watching  her,  her  stem- 
ports  opened,  and  a  couple  of  shots  came  hissuig  by  us.  It  was  a  desperate 
chance.  Her  object  was  to  cripple  us,  and  if  she  could  do  so,  perhaps 
she  hoped  to  haul  her  wind,  and,  favoured  by  the  darkness,  to  creep 
away  from  between  us  and  the  shore.  We  fired  our  bow-chasers  as  often 
as  we  could  in  return,  and  more  than  one  shot  told  with  damaging  effect. 
Still  every  injury  was  repaired  as  soon  as  xeceived.  The  land,  seen  under 
the  glow  of  the  setting  sun,  was  growing  more  and  more  distinct,  and  by 
the  time  the  shades  of  evening  came  over  us  we  were  near  enough  to 
distinguish  it  and  the  chase,  now  in  dangerous  proximity  to  its  sands. 

The  chase  had  now  lasted  fifteen  hours — another  hour  would  decide 
the  point.  It  soon  passed.  It  was  a  moment  of  intense  interest  Every 
man  was  at  his  station.  Hands  were  in  the  chains  with  the  lead.  We 
were  nearer  the  coast  than  under  other  circumstances  we  would  willingly 
have  been.  The  chase  stood  on  with  everything  set.  One  fait  it  a 
grievous  pity  that  so  beautiful  a  fabric  should  be  doomed  to  destruction. 
Her  striking  would  give  us  time  to  haul  off.  On  she  glided,  her  symmetry 
unimpaired.  In  another  moment  her  tall  masts  rocked  to  and  fro ;  a  loud 
crashing  and  tearing,  even  at  that  distance,  reached  our  ears. 

"  Down  with  the  helm !"  shouted  Captain  Hudson.  "  Haul  aft  the 
starboard  sheets!  ilatten  in  the  starboard  braces!  Give  her  the  star- 
board broadside!"  ' 

These  and  other  orders  to  bring  the  ship  on  a  wind  followed  in 
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qpkik  aQQce8sio2L>anud  the  roar  of  our  guxts,  which  sent  the  shot  dashing 
into  the  unfortunate  chase.  As  soon  as  the  ship  was  put  about  she 
stood  back  on  the  other  tack,  pouiing  in  a  second  and  still  more  de- 
structive broadside.  Again  the  ship  was  put  about;  once  more  the 
starboard  broadside  was  loaded,  and  as  we  came  abreast  of  the  stranded 
chase,  fiied  into  her  with  deadly  effect. 

'^  Boats  away!'*  was  now  the  order.  The  men,  with  cutlasses  by 
their  sides  and  piatols  in  their  belts,  sprang  into  them.  Mr.  Willis 
led  the  expedition:  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost.  The  stranger 
must  be  boarded  before  the  crew  could  recover  from  the  effects  of 
our  broadsides,  or  people  would  come  off  from  the  shore  to  defend 
her.  She  had  fallen  almost  broadside  on  to  the  beach,  and  on 
the  other  side  the  sea  was  washing  over  her.  We  pulled  round  and 
boarded  under  her  counter,  cutlass  in  hand.  A  slight  resistance  only 
was  made  by  her  captain  and  ofiScers  and  some  of  the  crew.  A  few 
were  cut  down,  and  the  rest  retieated  forward,  and  escaped  on  shore 
by  a  waip,  which  had  previously  been  carried  there,  no  one  attempt- 
ing to  atop  them.  As,  with  lanterns  in  our  hands,  we  wandered  over 
the  ship,  eveiywhere  signs  were  visible  of  the  cruel  effect  of  our 
broadsides.  In  the  cabin  lay  an  officer  and  two  men.  We  thought 
they  were  wounded.  We  threw  the  light  on  their  countenances ;  they 
had  been  dragged  there  by  their  shipmates  to  be  out  of  the  way  probably, 
and  had  died  as  they  lay.  Poor  fellows !  they  had  fought  their  last 
fight — they  were  dead.  ISTot  a  thing  was  found  on  board.  A  glance 
showed  Mr.  Willis  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  the  ship  off,  so  he 
ordered  us  to  set  fire  to  her  in  every  direction.  Having  done  so,  and  left 
the  dead  bodies  to  be  consumed  in  a  not  ignoble  funeral  pile,  we  hurried 
to  the  boats.  We  had  been  taught  by  a  former  catastrophe  not  to  delay  too 
long.  As  we  pulled  away,  the  flames,  climbing  up  the  masts  and  spars,  to 
which  the  canvas  still  hung,  foimed  a  magnificent  pyramid  of  fire^  which 
grew  and  grew  in  height  till  it  seemed  to  reach  the  very  skies.  It  was  a 
fine  spectacle,  but  a  finer  was  to  come.  She  was  still  burning  when  we 
got  back  to  our  ship,  and  the  boats  were  hoisted  in.  I  watched  the 
conflagration  from  the  deck.  The  fire  threw  a  ruddy  glare  over  the  sand- 
hills and  the  dark  woods  beyond,  and  by  its  light  we  could  see  people 
watching,  undoubtedly  with  bitter  hearts,  the  destruction  of  their  property. 
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Without  a  moment's  warning,  while  the  conflagration  was  at  its  heigljt, 
the  whole  mass  of  flame  seemed  to  be  lifted  together  like  a  hage  fire- 
work— then  it  spread  far  and  wide,  forming  a  fiery  canopy  of  mushroom 
shape,  and  breaking  into  a  thousand  fragments,  came  hissing  down  into 
the  surrounding  ocean,  while  a  few  burning  embers  alone  remained  to 
mark  the  spot  where  the  tail  ship  had  lately  been — a  pretty  night's  work 
for  the  ofiicers  and  crew  of  his  Majesty's  ship  "  Orpheus."  I  don't  know 
that  the  thought  of  what  we  had  been  about  disturbed  the  rest  of  any  of 
those  who  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  turning  into  their  hammocks.  The  next 
morning  a  boat  with  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  on  shore  to  learn  particulars 
of  the  vessel  we  had  destroyed.  A  number  of  persons  were  collected  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  wreck,  and,  as  may  be  supposed,  they  did  not 
look  very  affectionately  at  us ;  but  flags  of  truce  were  always  respected, 
in  spite  of  the  animosity  which  was  daily  increasing  between  the  belli- 
gerents, and  an  officer  stepped  forward  to  know  what  we  wanted. 

We  told  him  our  errand.  "  Tell  your  captain,"  said  he,  "  that  he  has 
done  good  service  to  his  government,  and  saved  the  capture  of  many  a 
rich  merchantman,  if  I  mistake  not.  The  ship  you  have  destroyed  was 
the  '  Wilks'  privateer,  mounting  twenty  guns — six-pounders — commanded 
by  as  brave  a  man  as  ever  stepped,  Captain  John  Williams,  and  bound 
into  the  English  channel  on  a  six-months'  cruise.  If  it  is  any  satisfaction 
to  you,  you  may  say  that  she  was  only  off  the  stocks  five  weeks.  There's 
the  captain ;  he'll  never  break  biscuit  more,  nor  will  several  of  our  people 
who  were  drowned  coming  on  shore.  There's  all  that  remains  of  poor 
Captain  Williams." 

He  spoke  with  bitterness,  and,  Hfting  a  flag,  exposed  the  form  of  a 
man  in  an  officer's  uniform.  He  had  been  wounded,  it  appeared,  by  one 
of  our  broadsides,  and  carried  on  shore  by  his  crew.  I  was  not  sorry, 
having  received  the  information  we  were  ordered  to  obtain,  to  get  away 
from  the  scene  of  the  catastrophe.  This  was  our  finishing  stroke  in  the 
Bay  of  Fundy.  During  our  cruise  there  it  appeared  by  the  log-book 
that  we  had  seen  ninety  rebel  vessels  of  various  descriptions,  of  which 
we  had  either  taken  or  destroyed  thirty-three  sail — a  highly  satisfactory 
amount  of  mischief  to  have  committed  in  so  short  a  time — but  it  had 
uo  effect  in  making  the  Americans  loyal,  or  increasing  their  love  for  their 
British  brethren. 
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CHAPTER  IX, 

Recommended  to  Sir  Peter  Pkrker.— Join  "  Chatham  **  with  Grampus  and  Tom  Rockets. 
— My  messmate  O'DriscoU. — Appointed  to  command  "Pigot"  tender. — Cruise  with 
O'Driscoll. — Chase  and  capture  a  schooner. — ^Find  two  ladies  on  board. — ^New  style 
of  existence. — Discover  skipper's  plot  to  retake  his  yesscL — Madeline  Carlyon  and 
Mrs.  Tarleton. — Caught  in  a  heavy  gale. 

One  forenoon  a  midshipman  from  H.M.S.  '^  Chatham"  came  on  board, 
with  a  letter  from  the  admiral^  Sir  Peter  Parker,  to  Captain  Hudson. 
The  "  Chatham''  was  at  that  time  Sir  Peter's  flag-ship.  The  midshipman 
was  of  course  asked  below  and  pressed  to  stop  for  dinner.  In  a  remark- 
ably short  space  of  time  he  made  himself  at  home  with  all  hands.  He 
had  a  very  red  head  of  hair,  very  red  eyes,  and  very  red  face  indeed.  I 
have  never  met  a  redder  person,  but  he  was  far  from  ugly,  and  his  coun- 
tenance was  brimful  of  good-nature  and  humour.  He  and  I  quickly 
became  friends.     He  caught  my  name. 

"  Faith,  that's  not  a  bad  name  you've  got  of  your  own,"  said  he.  "  Mine 
is  Patrick  O'Driscoll.  If  it  happens  not  to  be  particularly  well  known 
to  fame  just  yet,  I  purpose  to  make  it  as  notorious  as  it  was  in  the  good 
old  days  in  my  native  land." 

While  O'Driscoll  was  entertaining  us  with  some  racy  anecdotes  I  was 
sent  for  by  Captain  Hudson  into  his  cabin. 

"  Take  a  seat,  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  he,  in  bis  usual  kind  way.  "  I  have  an 
offer  to  make  which  I  hope  will  prove  satisfactory  to  you.  Sir  Peter 
Parker  has  applied  to  me  for  some  mates  and  midshipmen,  and  I  have 
especially  named  you,  as  I  am  sure  you  will  do  credit  to  my  recommen- 
dation. He  has  asked  also  for  some  of  my  people,  and  as  you  seem  to 
have  attached  to  you  old  Nol  Grampus  and  Tom  Eockets,  they  may,  if 
they  wish  it,  accompany  you,  for  I  like  to  see  an  officer  with  followers. 
It  speaks  weU  for  both  parties.  I  have  not  yet  determined  who  else 
I  shall  send.  I  have  recommended  you  because  I  have  no  doubt  that 
you  will  get  a  step  by  the  change." 
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I  wannly  thanked  my  captain  for  the  kind  interest  he  had  shown  in  my 
wel&re.  And  here  let  me  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  character  of  my  old 
commander.  A  more  kind-hearted  gentleman^  or  a  braver  or  better  officer 
neyer  walked  the  deck  of  a  man-of-war.  I  was  sorry  to  leave  my  messmates 
of  the ''  Orpheus;''  but  for  the  reason  Captain  Hudson  gave  me,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  serving  under  so  distinguished  an  officer  as  Sir  Peter  Parker  was 
not  to  be  lost  I  will  pass  over  all  my  leave-takings.  Midshipmen  are 
not  much  addicted  to  the  sentimentala  Let  me  be  supposed  alongside 
the  "  Chatham,''  accompanied  by  I^ol  Grampus,  Tom  Eockets,  and  the 
chest  which  contained  all  my  worldly  possessions.  Those  possessions 
were,  by-the-bye,  considerably  decreased  in  quantity  and  value  since  I  left 
my  paternal  mansion  two  years  before. 

On  stepping  on  board  I  was  met  by  my  red-haired  fiiend. 

"  Ah !  Huny,  my  boy,  it's  myself  then  is  glad  to  see  you  I"  he  exclaimed, 
squeezing  my  fingers  and  wringing  my  hand  with  a  vehemence  almost 
sufficient  to  dislocate  my  wrist 

'*  Happy  to  meet  you,"  I  answered,  not  letting  him  discover  that  he 
had  hurt  me. 

This  demonstrative  mode  of  greeting  was  a  trick  of  his,  I  found,  to 
try,  as  he  said,  what  people  were  made  o£  Sometimes,  however,  he 
caught  a  Tartar  to  his  cost  The  "  Chatham's"  midshipmen  were  a  more 
rollicking  set  than  my  late  shipmates.  However,  I  knew  comparatively  but 
little  of  them,  for,  as  it  turned  out,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  I 
belonged  to  the  ship  I  was  away  on  detached  duty.  Scarcely  had  I 
joined  her,  when  I  was  sent  on  shore  in  command  of  a  party  of  men  to 
clear  a  transport  lying  in  Ehode  Island.  While  I  was  engaged  in  this  far 
from  pleasant  duty  I  had  to  put  up  at  the  '^  Cat  and  Fiddle"  Tavern,  kept 
by  a  certain  Mrs.  Grimalkin.  To  cover  her  sympathy  with  the  rebels  she 
used  to  exhibit  on  all  public  occasions  an  exuberance  of  loyalty  which 
I  thought  rather  suspicious.  By  watching  her  narrowly  I  was  not 
long  in  discovering  that  she  kept  up  a  constant  communication  with 
the  enemy,  and  gave  them  notice  of  all  our  proceedings.  However, 
once  knowing  this,  I  was  on  my  guard,  and  used  to  amuse  myself  by 
telling  her  all  sorts  of  wonderful  tales  of  what  we  had  done,  and  what  it 
was  proposed  to  do  to  bring  the  country  to  subjection.  I  hope  that  I  was 
the  means  also  of  sending  some  of  the  American  cruisers  to  look  after 
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moicbanfmen  which  had  gone  in  totally  diffaieiit  <lirectioii8,  and  of 
niaking  others  keep  clear  of  fleets  which  had  no  existence. 

Mis.  Grimalkin  was  a  Dutch  woman  by  extraction,  and  retained  the 
appearance  and  many  of  the  habits  of  her  ancestors.  JSTiimberless  were 
the  petticoats  she  wore,  and  unceasing  were  the  ablutions  which  her  dean- 
tiled  floors  received.  She  was  in  the  main  not  a  bad  old  soul,  and  I  dare 
say  she  considered  herself  perfectly  justified,  in  consideration  of  ike  cause 
I  served,  in  changing  me  a  preposterous  amount  for  my  board  and 
lodging  while  I  resided  under  her  roof. 

Haying  cleared  the  transport,  I  returned  on  board.  A  few  days 
afterwards  Sir  Peter  sent  for  me,  and  expressing  his  satisfaction  with 
what  he  had  observed  of  my  conduct,  appointed  me  to  the  command  of 
the  "  Figot "  tender,  the  officer  who  had  hitherto  had  charge  of  her  being 
on  the  sick  list.  A  midshipman'ts  berth  is  a  very  jolly  place,  but  still 
there  is  nothing  like  being  captain  of  one's  own  ship,  so  thanking  the 
admiral  for  the  good  opinion  he  had  formed  of  me,  with  a  light  heart  I 
hurried  below  to  prepare  for  my  change  of  quarters.  I  had  not  been  thus 
engaged  many  minutes,  when  I  was  joined  by  O'Driscoll,  with  a  broad 
grin  on  lus  countenance. 

"Well,  brother  skipper,"  said  he,  "how  do  you  feel  with  your  new 
dignity?" 

"  What  do  you  mean  1"  I  asked. 

"  Why,  faith,  that  Tve  got  command  of  the  ^  Lady  Parker,'  a  very 
tidy  orafti  and  that  we  are  to  cruise  in  company.  Anah,  now— *won*twe 
have  a  jovial  time  of  it,  my  jewel  $" 

" I  hope  so,"  said  I;  ''if  we  don't  happen  to  meet  with  poor  Lu^ 
combe's  ill-luck.    There  are  two  sides  to  every  question,  remember." 

"  Anah,  now.  Never  look  at  the  reverse  of  a  pleasing  picture,  Hurry," 
he  replied.  "  Because  Luscombe  met  with  ill  luck,  we  have  a  better 
chance  of  good  luck,  do  ye  see.  So  now  let's  get  aboard  our  respective 
ships.    I  feel  wonderfully  grown  since  I  received  my  appointment." 

Luscombe,  one  of  our  master's  mates,  had,  while  in  charge  of  a  schooner, 
fitted  out  as  a  tender,  been  a  short  time  before  captured  by  the  enemy, 
after  losing  all  his  men,  while  he  himself  had  been  severely  wounded. 

Our  orders  were  to  make  the  best  of  our  way  to  Long  Island  Sound, 
where  we  were  to  deliver  some  despatches  to  H.M.S.  "  Syren,"  and  then, 
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«ftercEnisingaw«koff  Qay  Heftd,  tol^tomtO'BkKHkM  >Bo&otnr 
yessels  weie  ready  for  sea,  so,  having  obtained  leave  to  take  Grampus  and 
Tom  Eockets  willi  me,  ve  pulled  on  baezd,  and  got  mider  weigk.  A  fine 
breeze  carried  nsto  sea,  and  did  not  desert  tu  till- we  made  the  skores  of 
Long  IslAnd.  We  ran  into  tke  Sound  aoid  delivered  onr  despfttoheB  on 
(board  tha  **  BjixtoJ*  The  spot  wore  a.Texj  different  aspect  to  that  which 
it  had  borne  when  I  was  last  theie.'  Now  the  whole  country  was  in  pos- 
eession  of  the  royal  troops,  w^  w«re  under  the-  Ml  belief  that  it  was 
henceforward  to  remain  their  own.  The  reports  were  that  the  whole  of  the 
American  Ibrocs  were  completely  disoi^anused  aoid  disheartened,  and  thact 
they  would  never  again  be  able  to  make  head  ugoinst'ihe  royalists:  *  The 
truth  was  what  was  supposed,  but  they  had  a  man  at  their  head  who  was 
a  host  in  himself,  and  by  his  courage^  his  wisdom,  and  energy,  he  made 
amends  for  all  deficiencies.  George  Washington  was  truly  the  man  who 
established  the  American  Repubiie.  For  that  great  woA:  he  was  espe- 
cially appointed  by  Heaven.  Unhappily,  the  people  of  whom  he  made  a 
nation  have  too  often  since  forgotten  his  precepts  and  example.  The 
farther  they  have  departed  from  it  the  less  dignified  and  respected  they 
have  been.    But  I  am  anticipating  events. 

O'DrisQoli  and  I  would  have  been  right  glad  of  an  excuse  to  remain  at 
New  York,  but  we  had  not  even  sprung  a  spar,  and  our  craft  were  as  tight 
as  bottles,  and  our  crews  did  not  want  a'  single  dose  of  physic  among 
them,  so  we:  were  obliged  to  put  to  sea  again  that  evening.  We  ht>wever 
eontnved  to  pick  up  a  round  of  beef,  two  legs  of  mutton,  and  a  turkey, 
with  a  sack  of  potatoes,  and  some  other  vegetables,  out  of  a  bumboat 
which  had  come  'down  to  supply  the  "  Syren,"  and  whidi  we  waylaid 
before  she  reached  that  ship.  I  must  not  forget  also  some  soft  tack,  three 
dozen  of  bottled  ale,  and  a  cheese,  which  set  us  up  in  the  comestible  way 
for  some  time.  Jjut  as  we  got  to  sea  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  east 
and  south-east)  and  wiih  a  fiivourable  breeee,  under  easy  sail,  we  stood  to 
the  northward.  The  next  day  ODriscoll  came  aboard  todine  with  me.  I 
had  the  turkey.  The  bird  had  made- so  many  objections  to  remaining  in 
the  coop  into  which  I  put  him,  that  I  was  obliged  to  kiU  him.  He  war 
ecmsequently  mther  tough,  but  midd^iinnen's  teeth  don't  stand  at  trifle*; 
and  we  made  considerable  progress  in  deveuring  him. 

•«  This  is  very  jolly,  Geptcin  Hurry,"  said  O'Driscol^  pouring  out  for 
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himself  a  glass  of  foaming  ale.  "  Here's  to  you,  man,  and  I  don't  care 
liow  long  we're  on  our  cruise." 

^'  It  will  soon  come  to  an  end  if  this  wind  lasts/'  I  remarked. 

"  Not  a  bit  of  it,  if  we're  inclined  to  make  it  longer,"  he  replied. 
"  Suppose  now,  a  craft  was  to  make  her  appearance  in  the  south-east,  we 
should  have  to  make  sail  after  her,  and  it  might  be  many  a  day  before 
we  got  back  to  port,  do  ye  see.    Do  you  twig,  my  boy,  ehl" 

"  Oh,  yes,  O'DriscolL  I  understand  you  perfectly,"  said  I.  "  But  that 
sort  of  conduct  does  not  exactly  come  up  to  my  notion  of  our  duty  to  the 
service.  We  might  get  a  long  cruise,  certainly,  but  I  don't  think  we 
should  ezgoy  it,  and  we  might  just  possibly, fall  into  the  hands  of  an 
enemy,  and  end  it  in  a  prison  on  shore." 

"  Ha !  ha !  ha !  that  would  be  an  unpleasant  termination  to  our  inde- 
pendent commands,"  he  replied,  laughing.  "  Well,  I  suppose  to  do  our 
duty  is  the  best  policy.  I  shouldn't  like  the  catastrophe  you  picture  so 
vividly." 

One  thing  I  must  say  in  ^O'DriscoU's  &vour,  though  his  fertile  brain 
conceived  all  sorts  of  mischief,  he  was  very  ready  to  abandon  any  of  his 
proposals  when  he  found  that  others  objected  to  them.  Though  hot 
enough  at  times,  and  ready  enough  to  fight  anybody  and  everybody  who 
came  in  his  way,  his  anger  was  as  quickly  appeased.  Thus  also  he  was 
easily  persuaded  by  me  to  adhere  to  the  letter  of  his  instructions,  and,  in 
perfect  good-humour  with  all  the  world,  he  accompanied  m^  on""  deck  ta 
smoke  our  cigars.  It  was  one  of  those  lovely  days,  which  occur  fre- 
quently in  autumn  in  that  part  of  the  world,  called  by  the  Americans  the 
Indian  summer.  A  thin,  gauze-like  mist  hung  over  the  &ce  of  the  deep- 
scarcely  dense  enough,  however,  to  mitigate  the  heat  of  the  sun's  rays, 
which,  darting  forth  from  the  pure,  blue  sky,  sparkled  brightly  on  the 
crisply  curling  wavelets,  stirred  up  by  a  light  southerly  breeze.  Every- 
thing gave  promise  of  a  continuance  of  fine  weather,  and  so,  like  two 
pachas,  we  sat  on  the  deck,  calmly  contemplating  with  philosophic  indif- 
ference all  sublunary  affairs.  Not  another  sail  was  to  be  seen  within  the 
circle  of  our  horizon  besides  our  two  small  craft,  so  that  as  we  had  nothing 
else  with  which  to  compare  ourselves,  we  were  content  to  believe  that  we 
were  two  very  important  personages  indeed.  We  had  our  coffee  brought 
to  us  in  due  form.  It  was  not  a  common  beverage  among  midshipmen 
certainly  in  those  days,  but  Tom  had  learned  to  make  it  well  of  a  Spanish 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HUBRIOAKB  HUBBT.  193 

seaman  on  board  the  "  Orpheus."  We  finished  onr  repast  with  more  than 
one  glass  of  grog  a-piece,  but  not  sufficient,  I  am  happ  j  to  say,  to  risk  the 
equilibrium  of  either  our  minds  or  bodies.  While  we  were  discussing  the 
seaman's  &yourite  beverage,  O'Driscoll  indulged  me,  and  by  necessity  my 
ship's  company,  with  some  of  his  choicest  songs,  trolled  forth  in  a  full, 
dear  voice,  and  the  liquor  loosening  the  muscles  of  his  tongue,  every  word 
came  forth  with  the  richest  brogue  of  his  native  land.  At  first  the  people 
listened  attentively  as  they  sat  forward.  Then  they  by  degrees  crept  up 
nearer  and  nearer,  till  at  length  Pat  Doolan,  a  compatriot  of  the  minstrel, 
seemingly  unable  any  longer  to  contain  himself,  burst  forth  into  the  full 
chorus  of  one  of  the  songs.  To  stop  him  would  have  been  impossible. 
The  poor  fellow  flung  his  whole  soul  into  the  melody.  What  a  flood  of 
recollections — of  long  pent-up  feelings  it  brought  back  1  Sooner  than  hold 
silence  he  would  have  jumped  overboard,  I  believe.  The  example  was 
infectious.  One  by  one  the  rest  of  the  crew  took  up  the  strain.  I^ot  one 
but  had  the  spirit  of  melody  within  him ;  and  there  we  were,  officers  and 
crew,  all  singing  away  together  like  nuul  people,  or  as  if  our  lives 
depended  on  the  noise  we  made. 

At  sun-down  we  hove-to,  and  O'DriscoU  returned  on  board  his  own 
vessel,  insisting  on  my  returning  his  visit  the  next  day.  The  weather 
proving  calm,  I  was  enabled  to  fulfil  my  engagement,  and  a  merry  time 
we  had  of  it.  So  pleasant  did  I  find  this  sort  of  life,  that  I  began  to 
persuade  myself  that  there  would  be  no  outrageous  impropriety  in  acceding 
to  O'Driscoll's  proposal  to  lengthen  our  voyage.  Two  days  thus  passed 
pleasantly  away,  during  which  we  made  but  little  progress  in  our  voyage. 
We  might  possibly  by  carrying  a  greater  press  of  sail  have  made  more, 
but  we  were,  as  I  have  observed,  in  no  hurry  to  bring  it  to  an  end. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  as  I  lay  Haat  asleep  in  my  cot,  it  having 
been  my  middle  watch,  I  felt  my  shoulder  shaken,  while  a  rough  voice 
exclaimed,^ 

'^There's  a  sail  in. sight,  Mr.  Hurry,  sir,  on  the  lee-bow.  She's  the 
cut  of  an  American  merchantman." 

Looking  up,  I  saw  the  weather-beaten  countenance  of  Nol  Grampus 
bending  over  me. 

"  Keep  her  away,and  make  all  sail  in  chase,"  I  answered,  springing  up ; 
"  m  be  on  deck  in  a  trice." 

I  was  not  many  seconds  behind  old  NoL     The ''  Lady  Parker  "  was  j^ 
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cm  weatlier-qiiaTter.  Her  people  had  not  been  so  quiek-sighted  as  T^e 
-weie^  but  when  they  saw  us  making  sail,  they  did  the  same.  Away  we 
both  went  in  hot  poisnit  of  the  stranger,  which  proved  to  be  a  schooner. 
Wlien  she  made  ns  out  she  apparently  took  fright,  and  likewise  set  every 
stitch  of  canvas  she  could  carry  to  escape. 

There  is  nothing  so  excibing  as  a  chase,  whether  on  shore  or  afioat. 
Next  to  it  is  a  race.  Here  we  had  both  combined,  for  we  wanted  to 
catch  the  enemy  and  to  beat  the  '^  Lady  Parker."  The  breeze  fi'eshened, 
but  the  "Pigot "  looked  up  to  her  canvas  famously,  and  sweeter  to  our 
ears  .than  any  music  just  then  was  the  loud  gush  of  the  yielding  waters 
as  they  were  parted  by  the  sharp  bows  of  my  little  craft.  *'  Tou  are  a 
darling  now ! "  cried  old  N^ol,  as  he  looked  up  at  the  canvas,  ever  and  anon, 
to  see  that  each  sail  dmw  its  best.  '^  Just  show  us  what  your  heels  can  do 
this  time,  at  all  events."  The  schooner  seemed  to  understand  him,  and 
went  fBai&r  and  &8ter.  We  were  somewhat  distancing  the  '^  Lady  Parker," 
and  coming  up  with  the  chase. 

"  If  the  breeze  holds,  sir,  we  shall  be  within  gun-shot  in  half  an  hour, 
and  then  there'll  be  but  little  chance  for  that  small  hooker  there,"  observed 
Grampus,  chuckling.  She  was  a  bigger  vessel  than  the  ''  Pigot,"  by-the- 
bye.    . 

'^  It^s  just  possible  that  one  of  the  enemy's  cruisers  may  heave  in  sight, 
and  spoil  our  sport  before  then,"  said  I ;  "such  a  thing  has  occurred  before 
now,  and  there  are  plenty  of  them  in  these  seas." 

"  The  more  call  for  speed,  then,  sir,"  replied  Nol.  "  Hurra — ^blow  your 
best,  good  breeze,  and  don't  stint  us." 

Li  even  less  time  than  Grampus  had  predicted,  we  got  the  schooner 
within  range  of  our  guns.  I  half  expected  to  see  her  haul  her  wind  and 
show  fight.  We  began  to  blaze  away  with  our  bow  chasers,  but  she 
stood  steadily  on,  taking  not  the  slightest  notice  of  us.  Bockets  and  I  had 
both  tried  our  hands  at  a  shot,  but  without  effect,  so  I  sent  him  to  the  helm, 
and  called  Grampus  forward,  to  see  what  he  could  do.  More  than  once  he 
looked  along  the  gun  without  firing.  "  Here  goes,"  he  at  length  exclaimed, 
applying  the  match.  I  watched  eagerly.  Away  flew  the  shot — it 
struck.  I  could  see  the  splinters  fly,  and  down  came  by  the  run  the 
maintop-mast  of  the  chase.  All  hands  gave  a  grand  hurra.  Still  the 
chase  stood  on.     In  a  short  time,  however,  we  saw  that  there  was  some 
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confusion  on  boaid.    The  ensign  waa  hauled  down-^hen  ran  up,  and 
then  hauled  down  again. 

Just  as  we  fancied  that  she  was  going  to  heave-to,  up  went  the  ensign 
once  more,  and  the  hands  were  seen  going  aloft^  to  dear  away  the  wreck 
of  the  top-mast. 

''What  can  the  fellow  be  about?"  said  I ;  "he  cannot  hope  to  escape 
us." 

"  Perhaps,  sir,  he  sees  a  big  fdend  ahead,  whom  he  4;hink8  will  come  to 
his  assistance,"  observed  Grampus. 

''We  must  give  him  another  dose,  then,  to  stop  him  before  his  friend 
appears.  Fire  low  this  time  1 "  I  exclaimed,  for  my  Uood  was  up 
at  the  thoughts  of  his  escaping  us.  We  yawed  a  little  so  as  to  bring 
all  our  starboard  guns  to  bear.  The  shot  took  effect^  and  there  appeared 
more  confusion  than  before  on  deck.  "  Let  them  have  it  again,"  I  sung 
out ;  "this  time  they  must  give  in ! "  The  guns  were  loaded,  and  our 
people  were  about  to  fire^  when,  as  I  was  lookmg  through  my  telescope,  I 
saw  two  figures  rush  on  deck,  and  which  instantly  made  me  arrest  the 
order  to  fire.  They  were  women.  By  their  gestures  they  were  evidently 
endeavouring  to  persuade  the  crew  to  continue  their  endeavours  to  escape 
or  to  yield  at  once.  Which  it  was  I  could  not  determine,  but  while  they 
remained  on  deck  I  could  not  bring  myself  again  to  fire  on  the  vessel  I 
hoped  that  we  should  be  able  to  capture  her  without  doing  her  further  in- 
jury. On  we  stood,  therefore,  as  befora  The  ladies  remained  on  deck.  I 
kept  my  eye  on  them,  intending  to  fire  at  the  sdiooner's  rigging  the  moment 
they  went  below.  I  told  Grampus  my  reason  for  not  firing.  "  That's 
right,  air,"  he  answered  warmly;  ''  no  man  who's  fit  to  be  a  man  ever 
hurts  a  woman  if  he  can  help  it,  whether  old  or  young,  or  whatever  her 
nation— or  black  or  white.  And  they,  d'ye  see,  bless  their  hearts,  repays 
us ;  for  no  matter  where  it  is,  if  a  man  is  ack  or  wounded,  or  in  distress, 
they  are  always  ready  to  help  him  and  nurse  him  and  pity  him 
— bless  them,  says  I.    I  don't  know  what  we  should  do  without  them." 

The  two  ladies  kept  their  posts,  walkii^  the  deck,  and  ev^y  now  and 
then  stopping  and  eyeing  us — ^taking  our  dbtance,  I  thought.  We  were 
rapidly  decreasing  it,  however,  and  to  me  it  appeared  that  the  chase  had 
very  little  chance  of  escaping.  I  must  own  that  I  was  now  doubly  anxious 
to  come  up  with  her.    All  sorts  of  romantic  ideas  came  crowding  into 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


156  HUBBIOAKB  HURBT. 

my  imagination,  and  I  quite  foigot  that,  after  all,  the  petticoats  I  saw 
might  belong  to  the  skipper^s  double-fisted  wife  and  rosy-cheeked,  loud- 
Toiced  daughter.  Still,  whatever  they  were,  I  would  not  for  worlds  have 
ran  the  xisk  of  hurting  them. 

As  time  sped  away  the  more  eager  did  I  become  to  solve  the  problem. 
When  my  eye  b^an  to  ache  with  watching  the  chase,  ISTol  took  the 
glass.  I  had  had  my  bresk&st  brought  on  deck.  I  ate  my  dinner  there 
also.  I  was  just  washing  down  the  cold  salt  junk  and  biscuit  with  a 
glass  of  rum  and  water,  when  Grampus  exclainied, —  . 

"  The  petticoats  has  wapperated,  sir— that  they  has." 

I  jumped  up,  overturning  my  glass  of  swizzel,  and  putting  the  helm  to 
starboard,  sung, — 

"  Fire  away,  but  high,  my  lads — ^take  care,  now." 

Grampus  had  handed  me  the  glass  and  hurried  to  a  gun.  Kever  was 
there  a-  better  marksman.  His  eye  coolly  glanced  along  the  iron  tube. 
He  fired.  The  schooner's  foreyard  was  shot  away  in  the  slings,  and 
directly  afterwards  her  fore-top-mast  went  tumbling  over  her  bows. 

"  Hurra ! "  shouted  Nol,  "  we've  got  her  now,  my  lads."     . , 

I  watched  through  my  glass.  The  females  did  not  Yetum  on  deck.  I 
only  hoped  that  they  were  not  brightened  at  the  mischief  we  had  com- 
mitted. The  chase  was  now.  a  complete  wreck  aloft.  Still  her  ensign  was 
kept  flying  at  her  peak.  Just,  however,  Iu9 1  was  about  toyaw  once  more,  it 
was  hauled  down,  and  she  was  luffed  up*  into  the  wind.  We  were  very 
soon  up  with  her.  Heaving-to  just  to  windward  of  her,  I  ordered  a  boat 
to  be  lowered,  and,  with  Tom  Bockets  and  two  other  hands,  pulled  aboard. 
I  directed  Grampus  to  keep  a  very  sharp  watch  on  the  movements  of  the 
schooner,  should  I  go  below,  for  the  rebels  were  up  to  so  many  tricks 
that  it  was  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  them. 

As  I  stepped  on  the  deck  of  the  prize,  I  was  met  by  a  man  whom  I 
took  to  be  the  master.  He  was  a  tall,  lank  man,  and  one  of  the  most 
melancholy-looking  beings  I  ever  beheld.    I  looked  round  for  the  females. 

"  If  they  belong  to  our  thread-paper  friend  hiare,  the  chances  are  that 
their  attractions  are  but  small,"  I  thought  to  myseli  Still  I  was  very 
curious  to  see  them. 

"  Well,  Mr.  OfBcer,"  said  the  master,  without  giving  me  time  to  speak, 
"  if  it's  any  satisfaction  to  you,  you'll  understand  that  you've  ruined  a 
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hard-working  man  with  a  large  family  by  this  capture,  and  frightened 
nearly  to  death  two  females  aboard  here." 

He  spoke  in  a  slow,  drawling  tone,  but  there  was  something  in  it  which 
made  me  fully  believe  him. 

"  It  cannot  be  helped.     I  do  but  my  duty,"  I  answered. 

''  Your  duty,  sir !  Is  it  the  duty  of  a  man,  a  gentleman,  to  attack  the 
weak  and  the  oppressed  i  **  said  a  deep  voice  dose  to  my  ear. 

The  melancholy  skipper  had  not  spoken,  the  tones  were  too  feminine 
for  him.  I  turned,  and  saw  standing  near  me  a  lady  who  had  evidently 
just  ascended  &om  the  cabin.  I  started.  She  was  something  so  imlike 
what  I  had  expected  to  see.  Her  figure,  though  slight,  was  tall  and  com- 
manding, and  a  black  dress  set  off  the  bnUiant  whiteness  of  her  com- 
plexion. Her  dark  eyes  flashed  with  fire  as  she  spoke.  Her  features  also, 
I  saw,  were  very  handsome.  I  have  not  often  been  abashed,  such  a  feel- 
ing does  not  usually  ruii  in  the  blood  of  the  Hurrys,  but  I  was  on  this 
occasion  completely  taken  aback.  I  felt  that  I  should  have  liked  to  have 
jumped  into  my  boat  and  pulled  back  to  my  own  craft  without  saying  a 
word.     However,  I  mustered  courage  to  speak. 

"  Pardon  me,  madam,"  I  stuttered  out,  "  I  obey  the  commands  of  my 
lawful  sovereign,  though  those  commands  are,  I  own,  often  painful." 

*^  The  excuse  all  mercenaries  make,"  said  the  lady,  with  bitter  scorn  in 
her  voice.  "  And  now,  sir,  that  we  are  your  captives,  may  I  ask  what 
you  purpose  doing  with  usi " 

This  question  was  rather  a  poser.  I  could  not  let  the  prize  go  &ee,  and 
yet  I  had  no  wish  to  detain  any  women  as  prisoners. 

"  I  cannot  answer  the  question  at  once,  madam,"  I  replied ;  "  but  I  will 
do  my  best  to  land  you  as  soon  as  possible  at  the  nearest  point  I  am  able 
to  reach  to  wherever  you  may  wish  to  go." 

I  thought  this  would  satisfy  the  lady,  1)ut  not  a  bit  of  it. 

"  Oh,  then,  we  are  to  be  compelled  to  leave  the  vessel  in  which  we 
have  taken  a  passage  and  to  be  delayed  on  an  errand  of  importance  be- 
cause George  of  Brunswick  chooses  to  try  and  force  unjust  laws  down  the 
throats  of  a  icee  people  1 " 

'^  The  fortune  of  war,  madam,"  I  replied,  my  choler  rising  somewhat  at 
her  remarks ;  still  I  did  not  forget  she  was  a  lady,  and  that  I  was  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman. 
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''  Such  as  brigands  might  be  ashamed  of/'  she  replied.  '^  Then,  sir,  we 
are  to  consider  ourselves  as  your  prisoners  ?' 

"  Not  a  moment  longer  than  I  can  help  it,  I  assure  you,  madam,"  I  an- 
swered, rather  inclined  to  be  amused  than  angry,  and  hoping  to  pique  her 
by  my  replies.  ''^You  are  free  to  go  in  any  direction  you  please  directly 
you  have  an  opportunity." 

"  You  speak  mockingly,  sir,"  she  saiil,  apparently  determined  not  to  be 
on  good  terms  with  me. 

I  was  anxious  to  bring  the  conversation  to  a  conclusion  without  being 
rude  to  her ;  she  was  very  evidently  a  lady,  and  probably  accustomed  to 
be  treated  with  attention.  My  curiosity  also  was  excited  to  know  who 
her  companion  could  be.  We  had  seen  two  females  on  board,  and  she 
had  used  the  word  "  we"  several  times  as  if  her  companion  was  her  equal — 
whether  older  or  younger  was  the  question.  She  herself  had  the  appea^ 
ance  and  air  of  a  matron  who,  though  past  the  bloom  of  youth,  still  re- 
tained much  of  her  beauty.  Bowing  to  her  again,  I  turned  to  the  melan- 
choly-faced master  and  inquired  the  particulars  of  his  cargo,  where  he  was 
.  from,  and  where  bound  to.  He  was  from  Boston,  with  a  cai^go  of  notions 
bound  for  Philadelphia. 

"  Well,  then,  captain,  I'll  step  below,  just  to  have  a  look  at  your  papers," 
said  I,  trying  to  appear  as  unconcerned  as  possible.  "  Then  we'll  get 
the  wreck  t>f  your  masts  cleared  away  and  takd  you  in  tow.  You  and 
your  mate  with  two  hands  will  go  on  board  my  vessel^  the  rest  will  remain 
here  to  help  work  this  craft." 

He  saw  that  my  orders  were  not  to  be  disputed,  though  he  propared  to 
obey  them  with  no  very  good  grace.  I  had  no  fear  of  any  trick  being 
played  me,  for  the  **  Lady  Parker"  was  fast  coming  up  to  the  scene  of 
action,  or  I  should  not  have  trusted  either  the  lank  master  or  the  lovely 
dame.  I  hailed  Orampus  to  send  another  boat  aboard,  and  while  she 
was  coming  I  dived  below,  disregarding  the  black  looks  both  of  the  mas- 
ter and  the  lady.  I  certainly  was  not  prepared  for  the  vision  of  loveliness 
which  broke  on  my  sight  when  I  opened  the  door  of  the  cabin.  I  some- 
how or  other  had  taken  it  into  my  head  that  the  lady  on  deck  was  the 
youngest  of  the  two  persons  we  had  seen,  and  I  expected  accordingly  ta 
find  a  stout,  elderly  dame  acting  as  her  chaperone  or  attendant.  Instead, 
however,  there,  half-reclining  on  a  sofa,  and  reading,  or  pretending  to 
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ready  was  a  young  and  lovely  girL  The  lady  on  deck  possessed  some- 
what of  a  stem  beauty;  heis  was  of  the  most  perfect  feminine  softness. 
She  was  fair,  with  light  brown  hair,  and  a  rich  colour  on  her  cheeks,  and 
eyes  so  foil  and  In&trons  that  they  pierced  through  and  through  me  at 
once.  I  was  very  glad  ehe  did  not  ask  me  to  do  any  thing  I  ought  not 
to  have  done,  for  as  Adam  was  easily  tempted  by  Eve,  I  fear  me  much 
that  I  should  not  have  had  the  resolution  to  refuse  any  request  she  might 
have  made.  I  stood  for  a  minute  at  the  door,  looking,  I  daresay,  very 
stupid,  and  silent  as  a  post.    At  last  I  blundered  out,— 

^^  I  beg  pardon,  miss ;  I  came  to  see  the  ship's  papers ;  I  hope  that  I 
don't  inconyenience  you." 

'^  Oh,  no,  sir,  as  the  ship  is,  I  conclude,  in  your  power,  and  the  passen- 
gers are  your  prisoners,  we  can  only  be  grateful  for  any  courtesy  you  show 
us,"  she  answered ;  and  oh  1  what  a  sweet,  soit^  musical  voice  she  spoke 
in! 

I  was  quickly  followed  below  by  the  master,  who  proceeded  to  hand 
me  out  his  papers  from  a  well-battered  tin  case^ 

^'  You  are,  I  conclude,  Mr.  Saul  Cobb,  master  of  the  '  Crab '  schooner 
— not  much  like  a  crab  though,  by  the  way  she  went  through  the  water,'' 
said  ly  running  my  eyes  over  the  papers.  "  All  well  and  good,  Mr.  CobK 
We  will  take  the  '  Crab '  in  tow  as  fsff  as  Bhode  Island,  where  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  the  English  admiral,  will  dedde  what  is  to  be  done  with  her. 
Your  passengers,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  be  landed  at  J^ewport,  and  a  safe 
conduct  will  be  granted  them  in  whatever  direction  they  may  wish  ta 
proceed." 

I  looked  up  as  I  spoke,  and  bowed  to  the  young  lady.  I  found  her  eyes 
fixed  on  me,  though  she  very  quickly  withdrew  them,  and  I  could  not 
help  fancying,  vain  puppy  that  I  was !  that  a  slight  blush  tinged  her 
cheeks. 

'<  I  trust,  madam,"  said  I,  "  that  we  shall  be  able  to  make  arrangements 
satisfactory  under  the  painful  circumstances  of  the  case  to  you  and  the 
lady  who  is  with  you." 

''  She  is  my  aunt^"  she  answered  quickly.  ''  But  I  fear  that  it  will  be 
difficult  to  make  amends  to  her  for  the  inconvenience  to  which  she  must 
be  put  and  the  bitter  disappointment  she  feels.  She  was  called  to  the 
bedside  of  a  brother  she  believes  to  be  dying  &om  his  wounds,  and  there 
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being  no  one  else  whose  assistance  she  could  daim,  I  accompanied  her. 
We  hoped  to  have  landed  to-moitow.  Could  yon  not  still  manage  to  pat 
us  on  shore  Y** 

She  looked  up  with  such  a  beautiful^  earnest  ezpiession  that  I  instantly 
began  to  consider  whether  I  could  not  by  some  possibility  do  as  jshe 
requested.     As  the  result  of  my  reflections  I  replied, — 

"  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  cannot  do  so.  I  dare  not  so  far  depart  fr^m  my 
yeiy  clear  line  of  duty;  still,  any  accommodation  I  can  afford  you  and 
your  aunt  will,  I  am  sure,  be  sanctioned  by  the  admiraL" 

"  You  are  very  kind  indeed,  sir,"  said  the  young  lady.  "  I  would  not 
ask  any  officer  to  neglect  his  duty  to  the  king  he  serves ;  I  should  despise 
him  if  he  did." 

She  had  risen  from  her  seat,  and  stood  resting  her  left  hand  on  the  table, 
while  her  right  was  slightly  raised  to  give  expression  to  her  sentiments. 

<  '^  Ho,  ho ! "  I  thought,  **  your  politics  do  not  agree,  then,  with  those  of 
your  aunt." 

I  looked  up  into  her  face.  I  could  not  help  it.  How  beautiful  and 
animated  she  looked !  Her  figure  was  not  tall,  though  exquisitely  pro- 
portioned and  rounded  as  if  she  enjoyed  excellent  health  and  had  been 
subject  to  very  few  of  the  cares  and  disappointments  of  life.  In  a  word, 
I  thought  her  a  perfect  heroine,  and  so  she  was.  I  could  not  help  con- 
gratulatiQg  myself  at  the  idea  of  having  her  society  on  board  the  tender 
for  at  least  the  next  two  days,  and  perhaps  longer,  and  I  must  own  that 
I  was  in  no  hurry  to  finish  looking  over  the  papers  of  the  '^  Crab,"  though 
for  the  life  of  me  I  could  not  have  told  a  word  of  their  contents. 

"  Well,  mister,  are  you  satiafied  now  1 " 

The  harsh,  grating  sounds  of  Captain  Cobb's  voice,  for  ne  it  was  who 
spoke,  recalled  me  to  myself. 

"Yes,  yes,"  I  answered.  "Turn  your  hands  up  and  get  a  hawser 
secured  on  board  with  plenty  of  scope." 

I  then  once  more  addressed  the  young  lady, — 

"  I  must  beg  you  and  your  aunt  to  come  on  board  my  schooner.  This 
vessel  is  not  in  a  safe  condition  for  you  to  remain  in  her.  I  will,  believe 
me,  endeavour  to  do  every  thing  to  secure  your  comfort  and  to  mitigate 
the  annoyance  you  must  of  course  feeL  I  will  go  on  deck  and  endeavour 
to  persuade  your  aunt  to  do  what  is  necessary.*' 
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"  I  wish  you  would,"  she  answered.  "  I  am  afraid  tliat  you  will  liave 
no  litUe  difficulty,  though." 

I  left  the  young  lady  preparing  in  a  very  methodical  way  to  pack  up  her 
thirgs  to  remove  on  board  the  tender,  while  I,  with  no  little  trepidation, 
went  on  deck  to  address  the  aunt.  The  "Lady  Parker  "  was  iaat  coming 
up,  and  I  wanted  to  make  all  arrangements  before  O'DriscoU's  appearance. 

Thfi  lady,  as  I  expected,  at  first  refused  positively  to  leave  the  vessel 
sLe  was  on  board  of  unless  by  force.  I  assured  her  that  she  would  re- 
main at'  very  great  risk  to  her  own  life  and  that  of  her  niece  should  bad 
weather  come  on,  and  I  assured  her  that  I  would  spare  no  pains  to  secure 
her  comfort,  and  I  pledged  my  honour  that  she  would  be  as  safe  under 
my  protection  as  she  had  been  under  that  of  Captain  Cobb.  "Besides, 
Captain  Cobb  himself  will  be  on  board  my  vessel,  madam." 

"  In  that  case,  sir;  I  will  act  according  to  your  commands,"  said  the 
lady,  with  one  of  her  bitter  smiles. 

As  they  had  no  attendant,  she  and  her  niece  were  some  time  in  putting 
up  their  things,  and  though  I  offered  my  services  they  were  stiffly  declined 
by  the  elder  lady.  However,  under  the  counteracting  influences  of  her 
sweet  niece  I  felt  that  I  could  bear  a  large  amount  of  sourness  from  her. 

At  last  I  got  them  safely  into  the  boat  and  on  board  the  tender, 
together  with  Mr.  Cobb  and  his  mate  and  two  of  his  men.  The  rest  I 
judged  that  I  could  safely  leave  where  they  were  to  help  work  the  prize. 
I  sent  Grampus  on  board  her  to  take  charge,  and  we  had  the  hawser 
secured  when  O'Driscoll  came  up.  I  had  no  particular  wish  just  then  for 
his  company,  though  I  could  not  for  the  world  have  shown  any  jealousy 
of  him,  so  I  signalized  him  that  all  was  right  and  that  I  was  going  to 
make  sail  for  Ehode  Island.  He,  however,  had  seen  the  .ladies  on  my 
deck,  and  he  would  have  been  unlike  any  Irishman  I  ever  met  had  he 
not  desired  to  know  more  about  them.  He  accordingly  signalized  me  in 
return  not  to  make  sail  till  he  had  held  some  private  communication  with 
me,  and  very  quickly  he  was  on  board.  After  he  had  mada  a  most  pro- 
found bow  to  the  two  ladies  and  looked  a  thousand  unutterable  things, 
he  seized  me  by  the  arm  and  led  me  forward. 

"  Oh,  you  lucky  dog,  Poynder,"  said  he,  "  to  have  fallen  in  with  such 
a  prize — that  magnificent  creature  and  that  pretty  little  girl.  Faith! 
I  must  accompany  you  back  to  the  admiral,  just  to  see  that  you  don't 
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get  into  any  miscldef.     I  should  like  to  bask  myself  eyeiy  morning  in 
their  smiles,  even  though  it  may  be  at  a  somewhat  long  distance/' 

I  of  course  told  him  that  he  must  do  as  he  thought  fit,  but  I  wasn't 
sorry  when  he  tumbled  into  the  boat  to  return  to  his  own  craft,  and 
allowed  me  to  prepare  for  the  ladies'  comfort  on  board  mine.  I  of  course 
gave  them  up  the  entire  cabin,  and  fitted  up  a  sofa  with  sides  for  one  of 
the  ladies.  What  with  canvas,  and  flags,  and  some  planks,  I  very  soon 
had  some  fair  accommodation  for  them.  My  own  cot  I  had  slung  in 
another  part  of  the  vessel.  The  younger  lady,  when  she  returned  on 
deck,  after  inspecting  the  arrangements  I  had  made,  thanked  me  with 
a  look  which  made  ample  amends  for  all  the  trouble  I  had  taken.  The 
elder  one  did  not  deign  to  take  any  notice  of  the  matter.  I  had  been 
anxious  to  know  their  names.  I  had  seen  that  of  Tarleton  on  one  of  the 
trunks,  so  I  addressed  the  elder  lady  as  Mrs.  Tarleton,  which  she  seemed 
to  acknowledge  as  her  proper  appellation,  so  I  took  the  chance  of  being 
right,  and  called  the  other  Miss  Tarleton;  but  she  with  a  smile 
observed, — 

''  No ;  that  is  not  my  name.  I  am  called  Madeline  Carlyon.  That 
lady  is  the  wife  of  my  mother's  brother.  She,  as  you  see,  is  very  strongly 
opposed  to  the  Eoyalist  party.  She  has  reason,  for  she  has  suffered  much 
from  them.  I  am  very  much  attached  to  her,  for  she  is  an  excellent, 
noble-ininded  person,  though  she  has,  as  you  see,  her  peculiarities." 

"  And  are  you,  Miss  Carlyon,  equally  opposed  to  the  Royalists  ?"  I 
asked. 

I  felt  that  I  was  venturing  on  dangerous  ground, 
"  Some  of  my  family  are  EoyaHsts,  though  some  of  them  are  in  oppo- 
sition, are  what  you,  I  fear,  would  call  rebels.     I  do  not  like  the  word." 
"  Nor  do  I,"  I  answered  warmly.     "  Though  I  am  a  naVal  officer,  and 
fighting  is  my  vocation,  I  wish  that  this  dispute  were  settled.     I  would 
rather  have  any  other  enemies  than  those  we  are  now  fighting  with." 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  utter  that  sentiment,  sir,"  said  Mrs.  Tarleton, 
who  had  overheard  the  last  part  of  our  conversation,  as  she  continued  her 
never-ceasing  walk  on  deck.  "  Cherish  it,  for  it  may  produce  wholesome 
fruit  in  time  to  come." 

The  wind  hold  fair,  and  with  the  prize  in  tow,  and  the  "Lady 
Parker,"  which  could  easily  keep  up  with  us  in  company,  we  steered  a 
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direct  course  for  the  then  small  town  of  !N'ewport,  off  which  I  hoped  to  find 
the  admiral.  After  the  conversation  I  have  desciihed  ahove,  the  ice  ot 
^Irs.  Tarleton's  manner  gradoallj  thawed.  She  began  to  regard  me  with 
some  degree  of  interest,  and  to  look  on  me  simply  as  a  misguided  young 
man  whom  she  might  hope  to  win  over  to  the  cause  to  which  she  herself 
was  BO  warmly  attached.  I  certainly  did  my  best  to  obtain  her  good 
opinion^  as  well  as  that  of  her  niece,  and  I  felt  that  at  all  events  I  was 
winning  that  of  the  latter. 

Delightful  and  strange  were  the  sensations  I  experienced  as  I  leaned 
over  the  bulwarks  by  the  side  of  that  lovely  girl,  while  we  watched  the 
blue  sparkling  wavelets,  and  I  told  her  of  the  wonders  of  the  deep,  and 
now  and  then  threw  in  a  description  of  some  of  the  adventures  I  had 
gone  through.  It  was,  I  repeat,  fortunate  for  me  that  she  was  at  heart 
a  loyalist,  or  she  would  inevitably  just  then  have  converted  me  to  what- 
ever opinions  she  held.  We  watched  the  glorious  sun  descend  into  his 
ocean  bed  in  a  golden  radiance  which  suffused  the  whole  western  sky  j 
and  then  the  pale  moon  arose,  and  we  stayed  to  gaze  on  its  silvery  beams 
as  they  played  over  the  calm  waters  of  the  ocean,  just  crisped  into  wave- 
lets by  the  light  easterly  breeze  which  blew  us  on  our  way.  It  was 
very  deh'ghtful.  "We  were  both  of  us  very  young,  and  very  unsophisticated. 
I  had  scarcely  ever  spoken  to  a  young  lady.  The  last  I  had  seen,  and 
the  impression  she  had  made  was  not  deep,  was  Miss  Deborah  Doulass, 
the  lair  daughter  of  a  retired  linendraper  at  Falmouth.  The  Poynders 
are  in  no  way  a  phlegmatic  race.  The  young  lady  was  not  backward  in. 
appreciating  my  sentiments,  and  we  might  very  probably  have  stood 
gazing  at  the  ocean  till  the  moon  had  gone  to  bed  also,  when  Miss 
Carlyon  was  summoned  somewhat  hastily  by  her  aunt.  She  put  out  her 
hand,  and  as'  I  pressed  it  I  felt  as  if  an  electric  shock  had  run  through 
me.  The  elder  lady  drew  her  shawl  round  her,  and,  bowing  stiffly,  they 
retired  one  after  the  other  down  the  companion-ladder. 

I  walked  the  deck  for  some  time,  all  sorts  of  new  sensations  jumping 
away  round  my  heart  and  in  my  head,  and  then  I  turned  into  the  tem- 
porary berth  I  had  had  rigged  for  myself  in  the  hold,  ordering  Tom 
Eockets  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out,  and  to  call  me  the  moment  he  suspected 
even  that  anything,  however  trifling,  was  going  wrong.  Close  to  my  berth, 
and  divided  only  by  a  thin  bulk-head,  was  the  place  where  the  prisoners 
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were  sleeping.  They  wero  all  snoring  away  when  I  turned  in,  but  after 
a  time  I  heard  one  of  them  give  some  grunts. 

"  Peter,"  said  a  voice.     "  Peter,  are  you  awake,  man  V* 

I  knew  by  the  grating  harsh  tones  that  it  was  that  of  the  lank  skipper. 

"  Yes,  captain ;  I'm  awake.     What's  your  will  1"  was  the  answer. 

"  m  tell  you  what  I've  been  thinking  of,"  said  the  captain  in  a  very 
low  voice,  evidently  getting  near  the  person  he  was  addressing.  "  It 
wouldn't  be  a  hard  matter  to  take  this  craft,  and  make  off  with  her. 
She  is  short-handed.  We  have  four  stout  fellows,  and  the  woman  I 
make  sure  would  help  us.  I'd  undertake,  while  he  is  caterwauling  away 
with  the  young  gal,  to  knock  that  young  sprig  of  an  officer  overboard. 
Then  we'd  cast  off  the  hawser,  and  let  the  *  Crab '  go  adrift.  They  needn't 
know  it  was  done  on  purpose ;  and  while  the  other  king's  ship  was 
looking  after  her  to  pick  her  up,  we'd  have  a  fine  start.  At  all  events, 
this  craft  has  the  best  pair  of  heels,  and  she  would  never  come  up  with  us 
again.     What  do  you  say,  Peter,  to  this  1" 

"  I'm  your  man,  captain,"  answered  the  mate  chuckling.  "  There's 
four  to  seven,  and  that's  no  great  odds  if  we  choose  our  time.  We  can 
count,  I  guess,  on  the  woman  if  you  put  her  up  to  the  trick.  It  may  be 
a  job  to  do  that,  though." 

"  No  fear  on  that  score,"  observed  Captain  Cobb.  "  By  the  look  of 
the  sky  when  the  sun  went  down,  there  '11  be  a  breeze  before  to-morrow 
night.     Just  do  you  talk  to  Ahab  and  Silas,  and  I'll  see  about  the  rest."  . 

The  voices  of  the  speakers  sank  so  low  after  this  that  I  could  not 
catch  another  word. 

"Thank  you,  gentlemen,"  said  I  to  myself.  "Tve  had  that  trick 
attempted  to  be  played  on  me  before  now ;  but  I  didn't  think  that  you, 
my  melancholy-looking  friend,  were  up  to  it  However — forewarned,  fore- 
armed— rU  be  ready  for  you.  I  suspect  that  Mrs.  Tarleton  will  not  be 
a  little  enraged  when  she  hears  the  part  she  is  to  play  in  the  drama. 
She'll  wither  up  the  poor  skipper  into  a  mummy  when  she  sees  him." 

I  could  scarcely  refrain  from  laughing  aloud  at  the  idea.  I  waited 
till  the  two  conspirators  ceased  speaking,  and  as  I  believed  had  gone 
again  to  sleep  ;  and  then  I  noiselessly  left  my  berth  and  went  on  deck. 
I  had  my  own  pistols  ready,  and  I  sent  Eockets  to  arm  himself  and  the 
rest  of  the  peoplo. 
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In  the  momingy  wlien  the  lank  skipper  and  his  people  caine  on  deck, 
they  looked  somewhat  dismayed  at  the  appearance  we  presented.  I, 
however,  said  nothing,  and  treated  him  as  if  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  his 
kind  intentions  towards  me.  I  was,  however,  preparing  to  speak  to  him, 
in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Tarleton,  hoping  to  enjoy  her  indignation  and 
his  dismay ;  but  the  sight  of  Miss  Carlyon  put  everything  I  was  going 
to  say  out  of  my  head,  as  I  sprang  to  the  companion-hatch  to  hand  her 
on  deck.  How  bright  and  beaming  was  the  smile  which  irradiated  her 
countenance  !  While  she  was  near,  I  scarcely  had  it  in  my  heart  even  to 
frighten  the  poor  skipper,  and  certainly  not  to  hurt  him,  even  had  he 
attempted  to  carry  out  his  kind  intentions  towards  me.  She  looked 
about  her,  enjoying  the  sight  of  the  blue  sparkling  sea  and  the  fresh 
breeze. 

''  It  is  very  beautiful,"  said  she  at  length. 

"  Very !"  said  I,  but  if  she  had  asked  me  to  say  what  I  thought  so  beau- 
tiful it  would  have  made  her  blush.  She  did  not  remark  a  bank  of  black 
clouds  away  to  the  eastward.  I  did,  and  was  sorry  to  see  them,  for  I 
thought  how  much  discomfort  a  gale  would  cause  her.  The  lank  skipper 
saw  them  also,  and  probably  hoped  for  an  opportunity  to  carry  his 
pleasant  little  plot  into  execution.  I  determined  at  once  to  spoil  it.  I 
had  somewhat  prepared  Miss  Carlyon,  by  telling  her  that  I  knew  of  the 
existence  of  a  plan  to  take  the  vessel  from  me,  but  made  very  light  of  it 
that  I  might  not  frighten  her.  Calling  Captain  Cobb  aft,  while  Mrs. 
Tarleton  was  on  deck,  I  looked  him  full  in  the  face,  and  recounted  the 
whole  particulars  of  the  plan  he  had  concocted. 

"  And  do  you  know,  madam,  our  worthy  friend  not  only  expects  you 
to  approve  of  his  project,  but  to  help  him  carry  it  into  execution,  whether 
by  the  aid  of  the  bowl  or  dagger  I  do  not  know ;  perhaps  he  expects 
you  to  help  in  smothering  us  with  pillows  while  we  are  fast  asleep." 

l^cver  was  a  man  more  completely  taken  aback  than  was  Mr.  Saul  Cobb 
on  that  occasion,  nor  was  his  confusion  lessened  by  the  address  of  the  lady. 

**  Tou  wretched,  miserable  being  !  do  you  fancy  that  because  I  am  a 
patriot  I  would  consort  with  murderers,  whose  sole  idea  is  how  they 
may  make  money  without  a  thought  how  they  may  best  serve  their 
country  1 " 

Her  attitude,  expression,  and  manner,  more  than  her  words,  expressed 
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the  vehemence  of  her  feelings ;  and  the  skipper,  without  attempting  to 
excuse  himself,  turned  round  and,  bolting  forward,  dived  down  below  to 
hide  his  head  in  darkness.  I  told  Eockets  to  keep  an  eye  on  him,  for  I 
thought  he  might  do  some  mischief. 

"  You,  sir,  will,  I  am  sure,  acquit  me  of  approving  oven  in  the  remotest 
way  of  such  a  scheme,"  said  the  lady. 

I  assured  her  that  I  did,  and  I  felt  that  I  had,  from  the  way  I  had 
taken  the  matter,  gained  a  yet  further  step  in  her  good  graces.  I  then 
sent  Bockets  to  tell  the  skipper  that,  should  he  attempt  to  make  any  such 
demonstration  as  he  had  proposed,  I  should  forthwith  be  compelled  to 
blow  out  his  braios;  but  that^  if  he  behaved  well,  I  would  pass  the 
matter  over.     I  felt  very  sure  that  he  would  give  me  no  further  trouble. 

Scarcely  had  I  thus  settled  this  affair  than  down  came  the  gale  on  us 
with  a  fury  unexpected.  I  shortened  ^ail,  lengthened  our  hawser  to  the 
utmost,  and  then  went  to  try  and  make  the  ladies  comfortable  in  the 
cabih«  Still,  notwithstanding  all  my  responsibilities  and  troubles^  I  had 
never  before  felt  so  happy  and  proud  in  my  life. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Oale  coDtinnes.— My  lady  pasfengen.— My  loyalty  put  to  the  te8t.^I{cach  Bhode 
Island.— Ordered  to  escort  ladies  to  tbelr  destination.— Chased  by  a  stranger. — 
Fearfal  danger8.~Ban  through  a  narrow  passage.— Anchor. 

Thb  little  schooner  kept  plunging  away  throiigli  the  heavj  seas  caused  by 
the  gale,  with  her  prize  dragging  astern.  Grampus  had  got  some  sail  on 
her  to  help  her  along,  but  still  she  not  only  made  us  labour  much,  but 
exposed  us  to  considerable  risk.  This,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  I 
should  not  hare  minded,  and  of  course,  except  in  the  case  of  the  last 
necessity,  I  would  not  have  thought  of  casting  her  adrift  to  look  after 
hersel£  Kight  came  on,  and  still  there  was  no  chance  of  the  gale  going 
down.  I  was  much  relieved  by  O'DriscoU  ranging  up  alongside  and 
hailing  me,  promising  to  stay  by  the  prize  should  I  be  compelled  to  cast 
her  oK  Still,  as  I  had  taken  her,  I  naturally  wanted  to  have  the  satis- 
faction of  bringing  her  in.  As  the  darkness  increased,  the  gale  blew 
heavier  and  the  sea  ran  higher.  Still,  fortunately,  we  were  able  to  keep 
our  course.  Hour  after  hour  passed  away,  the  little  vessel  plunging  bows 
under,  and  dragging  away  lustily  at  her  heavy  prize.  I  felt  that  she  was 
straining  very  much,  and  on  sending  below  I  found  that  she  was  making 
more  water  than  she  ought  to  have  done.  Still  I  held  on  with  the ''  Crab/ 
hoping  that  the  gale  would  break.  At  last  it  seemed  to  have  moderated 
a  little,  so  I  left  the  deck  in  charge  of  Bockets,  and  descended  into  the 
cabin  to  offer  what  comfort  I  could  to  its  fair  occupants.  I  asked  leave 
to  enter.  Mrs.  Tarleton's  voice  assured  me  that  I  was  welcome.  I  found 
both  ladies  sitting  on  a  sofa  which  I  had  lashed  close  to  the  table.  A 
swing  lamp  hung  from  above.  They  had  books  before  them,  and  were 
attempting  to  read.  I  doubt  if  they  had  made  much  progress.  I  told 
them  that  I  thought  the  gale  was  breaking,  and  that  we  might  have  lair 
weather  again  before  the  morning. 

"  I  trust  so,  indeed/'  said  Miss  Carlyon.     '*  It  appeared  to  me  that  we 
have  been  in  very  great  danger ;  even  now  the  vessel  seems  dreadfully 
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agitated,  though  my  aunt  assures  me  that  such  storms  aie  constantly  met 
with  at  sea." 

"She  is  right,  I  assure  you,"  said  I.  "There  is  no  danger  that  may 
alarm  you." 

Just  as  I  spoke  there  was  a  loud  report.     Both  ladies  shrieked. 

"  Oh,  what  is  that]"  exclaimed  the  younger.  "  What  can  have  hap- 
pened, Mr.  Poynderl" 

"  Parted  the  hawser,  which  was  towing  the  prize,"  I  answered  hurriedly. 
"  Let  me  entreat  you :  do  not  be  alarmed,  whatever  happens.  We  shall 
have  probably  to  lie  by  her  all  night  With  daylight  we  may  make  her 
fast  again." 

Saying  this  I  rushed  on  deck.  I  could  just  see  the  "  Crab  "  astern  of  us. 
The  mainsail  being  handed,  we  hove  the  vessel  to  under  her  fore-staysail. 
She  felt  far  more  easy  than  she  had  done,  going  free,  and  with  the  prize 
in  tow.  StiU  I  never  spent  a  more  anxious  night.  I  did  not  either  forget 
friend  Cobb's  kind  intentions  by  me,  and  I  hinted  to  him  that  I  remem- 
bered them.  At  length  daylight  came,  and  a  dark  cloudy  sky  hung  over 
a  duU  leaden  sea.  I  looked  anxiously  around  for  the  prize.  She  had 
drifted  away  some  three  miles  to  leeward  of  us.  I  would  rather  not  have 
been  nearer  the  coast  than  we  were.  Still  I  bore  down  to  her.  CDris- 
coll  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  A  cheery  reply  firom  old  Grampus  assured 
me  that  all  was  right.  He,  moreover,  volimteered  to  send  a  hawser 
aboard  of  us.  I  accordingly  hove-to  again  on  his  weather-bow.  A  boat 
was  lowered  from  the  "  Crab,"  manned  by  the  prisoners,  and  in  a  short 
time,  though  not  without  risk  to  the  boat's  crew,  we  had  the  prize  once 
more  in  tow. 

"  ril  not  forget  you  for  this,  my  lads,"  I  sang  out. 

Captain  Cobb  looked  daggers  at  his  people,  but  I  took  care  that  ho 
should  hold  no  communication  with  them. 

My  fair  passengers,  I  found,  had  not  suffered  during  the  night.  As  the 
schooner,  when  hove-to,  rode  easily,  they  fancied  that  the  weather  had  im- 
proved, and  were  perfectly  satisfied.  When  we  once  more  made  sail, 
although  there  really  was  less  wind  and  sea,  they  fancied  that  the 
weather  had  become  worse,  and  I  had  some  difficulty  in  assuring  them  to 
the  contrary.  The  subject  which  caused  me  the  most  anxiety  was  the 
quantity  of  water  the  vessel  was  making.     It  became,  therefore,  necessary 
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to  man  the  pumps,  and  I  was  not  sorry  to  have  a  good  excuse  for  setting 
Ccptain  Cobb  and  his  people  to  labour  at  them.  The  master,  especially, 
did  not  like  it,  and  showed  signs  of  disobedience. 

"  Come,  come,  my  friend,"  said  I ;  "  I  have  been  somewhat  lenient 
with  you.  I  might  have  kept  you  in  irons,  had  I  not  run  you  up  to 
the  yard  arm,  in  return  for  the  trick  you  wished  to  play  with  me." 

"  Well,  now,  mister,  how  did  you  find  all  that  out?"  quoth  my  friend, 
looking  me  coolly  in  the  face. 

"iyfever  mind,"  I  answered,  tickled  by  his  impudence.  "Man  the 
pumps."  And  I  made  him  work  away,  as  he  deserved,  as  long  as  he  could 
stand.  I  kept  a  look  out  for  the  "  Lady  Parker,"  and  felt  not  a  little 
anxious  as  to  what  had  become  of  her.  I  should  have  liked  to  have 
passed  much  more  of  my  time  than  I  did  in  the  cabin,  but  I  was  afraid 
of  intniding  on  my  passengers.  I  believe  they  fully  appreciated 
my  delicacy.  Several  times  during  the  day  ]Miss  Carlyon  ventured  on 
deck,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  gazing  on  the  stormy,  foam-crested  seas.  I  stood 
by  her  side  and  supported  her  as  the  little  vessel  plunged  into  the 
troughs,  and  rose  again  buoyantly  to  their  summits. 

"  This  is  very  fine,"  she  exclaimed  enthusiastically.  "  I  do  think  the 
life  of  a  sailor  must  be  very  delightful,  Mr.  Hurry.  Had  I  my  choice,  I 
would  select  it  above  all  others." 

"  You  may  be  a  sailor's  wife,  though  you  cannot  be  a  sailor,"  came  to  the 
tip  of  my  tongue,  but  I  did  not  utter  the  words ;  instead  of  them  I  said,  look- 
ing at  her  beautiful  countenance,  and  admiring  its  animation,  "  I  love  it 
dearly,  and  would  not  change  it  for  any  other,  Miss  Carlyon,  though  it 
has  its  shadows  as  well  as  its  sunshine." 

"  Ah,  yes,  but  I  always  look  at  the  sunny  side  of  every  picture,"  she 
remarked,  smiling  sweetly. 

"  You  cannot  help  that.  The  light  you  see  shed  over  everything  is  but 
the  reflection  from  yourself."  I  blushed  as  I  felt  an  expression  so  different 
from  my  usual  matter-of-fact  style  drawn  from  my  lips. 

Miss  Carlyon  looked  up  with  a  bright  glance  (not  smiling  exactly),  as 
much  as  to  say,  "  What  is  that  about?"  She  was  not,  I  thought,  displeased, 
but  I  did  not  venture  anything  of  the  sort  again.  I  found  myself  led  by 
degrees  to  tell  her  all  about  myself,  and  my  early  life,  and  my  adventures, 
and  then  I  described  the  sea  under  its  various  aspects,  and  I  went  on  to 
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talk  about  ships  of  different  classes,  and  how  to  rig  them,  and  the  names 
of  the  ropes  and  sails  and  spars.  She  told  me,  in  return,  a  good  deal  about 
herself  and  her  family,  and  her  likes  and  dislikes  and  occupations.  Her 
father  had  property,  I  found,  between  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac  rivers 
in  Virginia,  where  she  had  generally  resided.  Since  his  death  she  had 
remained  chiefly  with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Tarleton,  though  she  hoped  to  return 
in  a  short  time,  if  the  state  of  the  country  would  allow  it,  to  Virginia. 

"  If  you  knew  what  a  beautiful  country  it  is,  you  would  love  it  as  I  do, 
Mr.  Hurry!"  she  exclaimed  with  enthusiasm.  "  When  this  dreadful  war 
is  over,  and  the  people  have  attained  their  rights,  and  returned  to  their 
allegiance,  you  must  come  and  see  us.  I  am  sure  that  my  £unily 
will  one  and  all,  whatever  their  politics,  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of 
thanking  you  for  your  kindness  and  courtesy  to  my  aunt  and  me  on  the 
present  occasion." 

I  of  course  said  how  delighted  I  should  be,  and  fifty  other  very  pretty 
things  besides.  All  I  can  say  is  that  I  had  never  spent  so  enjoyable  a  time 
before  at  sea.  Her  aunt  very  seldom  came  on  deck,  so  that  Madeline  and 
I  were  left  very  much  to  ourselves.  I  believe  that  Mrs.  Tarleton  pur- 
posely did  not  interfere,  hoping  by  means  of  her  niece  to  gain  me  over  to 
the  cause  to  which  she  was  so  enthusiastically  attached.  From  what  I 
knew  of  her,  I  am  certain  that  if  such  was  the  case,  she  fully  believed 
that  she  was  employing  a  lawful  means  for  a  good  end.  The  more  I  saw, 
however,  of  Mrs.  Tarleton,  the  more  I  learned  to  admire  her  high-minded, 
noble,  self-sacrificing  disposition.  The  love  of  freedom  was  with  her  a 
passion,  and  she  held  in  utter  scorn  all  who  submitted  to,  what  she  con- 
sidered, tyranny.  She  was  indeed  a  person  of  the  old  heroic  stamp, 
ready  to  dare  and  to  do  all  things  in  a  righteous  cause.  The  gale  mode- 
rated sooner  than  I  had  expected,  the  sea  went  down,  and  we  had 
moderate  and  pleasant  weather.  It  was  therefore  with  anything  but  satis- 
faction that  I  made  out  Sir  Peter  Parker's  flag  flying  aboard  the 
^'  Chatham,"  off  Ehode  Island,  which  our  squadron  had  been  busily  em- 
ployed in  blockading.  I  brought  up  with  my  prize  close  to  him,  and 
assuring  my  passengers  that  I  would  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  plans 
they  had  suggested  would  be  most  for  their  convenience,  I  pulled  on 
board  to  report  mysel£  The  admiral  smiled  when  I  told  him  all  that  had 
occurred. 
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"  So  those  very  charming  ladies  would  like  to  continue  their  voyage, 
and  you  pledged  your  word  that  I  would  not  detain  them  1"  said  he  in  a 
kind  way.  "  Well,  you  were  safe  there ;  we  do  not  war  against  women,  and 
we  must  not  be  behindhand  in  courtesy  after  the  treatment  which  some  of 
our  English  ladies  have  received  at  the  hands  of  the  rebela  They  are 
anxious  to  proceed  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia.  You  shall  go 
there  in  the  '  Pigot,'  and  you  will  have  no  objection  to  keep  them  aa 
your  passengers.  Probably  the  city  itself  is  by  this  time  occupied  by 
the  British  forces ;  but  I  will  give  you  a  letter  to  General  Howe,  and 
will  beg  him  to  afford  them  a  pass  through  the  country  occupied  by 
our  troops,  and  to  allow  you  to  escort  them  till  they  are  placed  in  safety 
among  their  own  people.  Xo ;  do  not  thank  me.  I  am  glad  to  afford 
you  what  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  find  an  interesting  occupation,  but 
I  also  have  great  satisfaction  in  finding  an  opportunity  of  treating  the 
ladies  of  the  opposite  party  in  the  way  I  feel  they  should  be  treated." 

Kevcr  had  I  heard  more  satisfactory  words.  I  could  scarcely  re&ain 
from  rubbing  my  hands  with  delight 

''Then  am  I  to  sail  at  once,  sir  ?''  I  asked 

"  Certainly,  let  there  be  no  delay.  You  can  supply  yourself  with  pro- 
visions and  water  from  the  ship,  and  send  the  master  and  crew  of  the 
prize  aboard  here.  I'll  have  them  put  on  shore.  From  what  you  say 
you  will  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  them.'' 

Promising  Sir  Peter  to  caixy  out  his  instmctionfl  to  the  best  of  my  power, 
after  seeing  the  purser  about  the  provisions,  and  getting  as  many  extra 
luxuries  as  I  could  out  of  him,  I  jumped  into  my  boat  and  returned  on  board 
the  tender.  On  my  way  I  caught  sight  of  two  vessels  standing  in  towards 
the  roads.  I  made  out  one  of  them  to  be  the  ''  Lady  Parker,"  and  the 
other  looked  very  like  a  prize  she  had  made.  So  it  proved*  Before 
I  sailed,  O'Driscoll  came  on  board  me,  and  explained  how  he  had 
missed  me.  He  was  as  much  pleased  to  see  me  safe  as  I  was  that  no 
harm  had  befallen  him.  In  the  squall  during  which  the  ''Crab"  had 
broken  adrift  he  had  been  hove  on  his  beam-ends,  and  on  getting  to 
rights  lie  could  nowhere  see  me.  After  some  time  he  caught  sight  of 
a  craft,  which  he  took  for  me,  and  made  sail  after  her.  When  morning 
broke  she  proved  to  be  a  stranger,  and  on  overhauling  her  he  found 
that  she  was  a  rebel  merchantman,  so  he  took  her  and  brought  her  into 
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Kowport.  He  declared  that  he  was  very  jealous  when  he  heard  of  what 
he  called  my  good  fortune. 

'•'  Will  you  change  places  now?"  said  he  coolly.  "  You  shall  have  the 
'  Lady  Parker '  and  all  the  prizes  you  are  certain  to  take  in  her,  and 
let  me  run  down  in  charge  of  the  *  Pigot '  and  the  ladies." 

"  You  are  joking  now,"  said  L  "  But  stay  a  moment  and  you  shall 
pay  your  respects  to  my  passengers.  They  made  many  inquiries  about 
you  when  they  found  that  your  craft  was  missing." 

The  ladies  were  most  grateful  to  Sir  Peter  when  they  heard  of  his 
courtesy,  and  begged  O'Driscoll  to  bear  their  thanks  to  him.  My  friend 
remained  till  the  stores  came  on  board,  and  when  he  took  his  departure 
he  vowed  that  he  had  irretrievably  lost  his  heart  to  the  beautiful  widow. 
I  at  the  same  time  made  sail  and  stood  to  the  southward.  For  the  first 
day  we  had  a  fisur  breeze  and  fine  weather,  and  I  was  in  hopes,  for  the 
sake  of  my  passengers,  that  we  should  make  a  good  run  of  it  to  the 
Delaware.  I  need  not  describe  the  various  incidents  which  occurred, 
interesting  as  they  were  to  me,  and  important  in  their  results.  I  entirely 
won  my  way  to  the  good  opinion  of  Mrs.  Tarleton,  and  I  could  not  help 
being  conscious  that  her  niece  no  longer  regarded  me  as  a  common 
stranger.  Still,  how  could  I  venture  ever  to  indulge  any  hopes  of  making 
her  mine?  I  depended  entirely  on  my  profession  for  my  support,  and 
that  profession  compelled  me  to  appear  as  an  enemy  of  her  relations  and 
friends.  Before  I  was  aware  of  the  tendency  of  her  reasonings,  I  found 
that  she  had  taught  me  to  look  on  the  fratricidal  war  we  were  waging 
in  a  very  dififerent  light  to  that  in  which  I  had  at  first  regarded  it. 
She,  however,  I  must  insist,  in  no  way  weakened  my  patriotism.  I 
loved  old  England  as  much  as  ever,  but  she  taught  me  to  feel  the 
warmest  sympathy  for  her  countrymen  and  mine  truly,  who  were  fight- 
ing in  the  noble  cause  of  liberty.  I  describe  my  feelings  as  they  then 
existed.  I  leave  to  others  to  judge  whether  they  were  right  or  wrong, 
A  fierce  war  began  to  rage  within  me  between  principle  and  feeling, 
interest  and  duty,  and  all  the  tender  sentiments  of  my  nature.  A  less; 
high-minded  person  would  have  thrown  all  her  weight  into  the  scale, 
and  might  have  made  me  false  to  the  sovereign  in  whose  service  I  was 
engaged ;  but  then  I  flattered  myself  that  a  girl  of  her  exalted  principles 
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would  not  have  so  speedilj  won  my  affections.  ^  "Now  the  murder  is  out ; 
in  plain  English,  I  was  head  over  ears  in  love,  and  it  was  a  toss  up  whether 
I  should,  for  the  sake  of  Madeline  Carlyon,  desert  my  colours,  go 
oyer  and  join  the  Americans,  and  get  a  captain's  commission,  or  remain 
true  to  my  king  and  run  the  chance  of  losing  her.  It  puts  me  into  a 
fever  even  now,  to  think  of  all  the  feelings  which  came  huhhljng  up  in 
my  hosom,  and  all  the  ideas  which  came  rushing  into  my  hrain,  and  the 
pulling  and  hauling  and  tugging  at  my  heart,  l^ever  had  I  been  so 
racked  and  tormented,  tossed  to  and  fro,  kicked  here  and  there,  up 
and  down.  At  length  my  good  angel  came  to  my  assistance.  ''Do 
your  duty  like  a  man,"  he  whispered.  "  Don't  think  of  consequences 
what  you  would  like  or  what  you  wouldn't  like.  Find  out  what  is 
right,  and  do  thaV 

I  had  turned  in,  and,  with  a  mind  much  calmed,  fell  asleep. 

*'  There  is  a  strange  sail  on  our  weather-quarter,  sir,"  said  Tom  Bockets, 
rousing  me  up.     "  Grampus  don't  like  her  looks." 

Nor  did  I,  when  a  moment  afterwards  I  stood  on  deck  and  made  her 
out  through  the  pale  light  of  a  grey  cold  November  morning.  "  Make  all 
sail!"  I  sung  out.  ''  If  she  is  an  enemy,  the  sooner  we  are  out  of  the  way 
the  better."  It  was  blowing  ixesh,  but  I  cracked  on  the  little  schooner 
as  much  as  she  could  carry,  and  away  we  went  staggering  under  it 
with  the  wind  on  our  larboard  quarter.  The  stranger,  apparently,  had 
not  made  us  out,  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  we  might  escape  observa- 
tion. The  increased  motion,  I  suppose,  awoke  the  ladies,  and  to  my 
surprise  before  long  they  came  on  deck. 

"What  is  the  matter,  Mr.  Hurry?"  asked  Mrs.  Tarleton.  "It  appeared 
in  the  cabin  as  if  there  was  a  fearful  gale  blowing." 

^  I  had  at  first  tbonglit,  from  what  Miss  Carlyon  said,  that  she  was  herself  warmly 
attached  to  Rojalist  principles ;  and  so  in  tnith  she  was,  bat  lore  of  comitry  and  lore  of 
freedom,  with  a  clear  sense  of  justice,  had  overpowered  them,  and  although  she  did  not 
possess  the  enthnsiasm  of  her  annt,  she  was  still  a  strong  advocate  of  the  popular  cause. 
Had  she  indeed  the  bias  I  originally  supposed,  her  aunt  would  have  thrown  all  her  in« 
flucnco  to  prevent  me  from  making  any  further  advance  than  I  had  already  done,  and 
I  am  certain  that  the  young  lady  would  not  have  acted  in  opposition  to  the  wishes 
and  advice  of  her  family.  Very  unromantic  principles  these,  but  the  young  lady  in 
question  was  totally  unlike  any  heroine  of  any  novel  I  ever  read. 
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"  You  see  that  the  weather  is  not  so  very  bad,"  I  answered  evasively  ; 
**  and  I  am  naturally  anxious  on  yonr  account  to  reach  port.'' 

I  never  could  act  the  hypocrite,  and  the  lady  was  not  satisfied.  As 
her  quick-sighted  eye  ranged  round  the  horizon  she  caught  sight  of  the 
stranger. 

"What  is  that  vessel  out  there?"  she  asked. 

"That  I  cannot  exactly  say,  madam,"  I  answered.  "She  may  bo  a 
fiiend  or  she  may  be  a  foe.  Under  present  circumstances  I  think  it  best 
to  avoid  her." 

"  If  she  is  an  American  vessel  her  captain  would  never  think  of  detain- 
ing you;  and  if  she  is  English,  you  at  all  events  need  not  fear  her,"  she 
replied  quickly. 

"  I  would  rather  not  run  the  risk  of  detention,"  said  L  "  It  is  possible, 
should  she  be  an  American  vessel,  that  her  people  may  not  boHove  our  story." 

"  Well,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  act  for  the  best,"  answered  the 
lady,  evidently  not  satisfied  as  she  saw  the  vessel  tearing  furiously  through 
the  water. 

Her  niece  had  said  nothing,  but  seemed  rather  to  enjoy  the  rapid 
motion  and  the  fresh  air. 

While  they  were  still  on  deck,  the  stranger  caught  sight  of  us  and 
bore  up  in  chase.  Mrs.  Tarleton  soon  discovered  what  had  occurred,  and 
was  constantly  watching  the  stranger. 

I  kept  away  a  little,  and,  trusting  to  the  "  Pigot's "  superior  sailing 
qualities,  I  had  little  fear  of  continuing  ahead  of  her  during  the  day,  and 
of  escaping  her  observation  in  the  night.  The  state  of  the  weather,  how- 
ever, gave  me  most  concern.  I  saw  Grampus  looking  up  anxiously  at  our 
spars,  and  ever  and  anon  at  the  heavy  seas  which  came  up  hissing  and 
foaming  astern.  One  of  our  best  hands  was  at  the  helm,  but  ho  came  aft 
and  stood  by  him.   I  caught  his  eye  as  he  was  glancing  over  his  shoulder. 

"Beg  pardon,  sir;  the  more  haste  the  worst  speed,  Mr.  Hurry,  you 
know,"  said  he  in  a  low  voice,  thinking  the  ladies  would  not  hear  him. 

Thick  heavy  clouds  were  rushing  up,  one  past  the  other,  rapidly  astern 
of  us.  I  saw  that  the  time  had  indeed  come  to  shorten  sail  if  I  would 
not  run  the  risk  of  losing  my  masts,  or,  perhaps,  of  broaching-to  and 
capsizing.  I  entreated  my  passengers  in  a  few  hurried  words  to  go  below 
to  be  out  of  the  way  of  danger.   Mrs.  Tarleton  seemed  inclined  to  stay. 
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I  was  obliged  to  bo  somewbat  peremptory,  and  I  did  not  lose  her  good 
opinion  by  being  so. 

"Indeed,  madam,  there  is  considerable  danger  for  you  on  deck.  I  can- 
not allow  you  to  run  it.     You  must  go." 

She  gave  me  a  look  of  surprise,  and,  without  another  word,  allowed  me 
to  conduct  her  and  her  niece  to  the  companion. 

In  the  meantime  the  crew  had  come  aft  to  tak^  in  the  mainsail  and, 
gaff-topsail.  I  next  had  the  fore  top-gallant-sail  and  foresail  off  her.  This 
was  done  only  just  in  time,  before  the  squall  came  down  on  us  and 
I  had  to  lower  away  and  close-reef  the  foresail.  The  wind  had  at  the 
same  time  caught  the  ship.  I  took  her  to  be  a  flush-decked  vessel, 
a  corvette  probably.  She  had  been  looking  at  us  and  not  thinking  of 
herself  probably,  for  I  soon  discovered  that  several  of  her  sails  had 
been  blown  away,  and  I  suspected  that  she  had  received  further  damage. 
We  at  all  events  benefited  by  her  misfortune,  and  kept  well  ahead  of 
her.  Still  she  continued  the  chase.  I  felt  the  truth  of  the  saying  that 
it  is  much  pleasanter  chasing  than  being  chased.  All  day  long  we  ran 
on,  plunging  into  the  seas,  and  wet  from  the  foam  which  blew  off  them 
over  our  counter.  More  than  once  I  thought  we  should  have  been 
pooped.  The  vessel  also  began  again  to  leak.  Night  came  on^  the 
leak  increased.  We  lost  sight  of  our  pursuer,  but  our  condition  became 
very  trying.  I  endeavoured  to  make  the  best  of  matters,  but  my  anxiety 
increased.  We  were  off  the  northern  coast  of  Kew  Jersey.  The  wind 
was  veering  round  more  to  the  eastward,  and  we  were  getting  a  rock-bound 
shore  under  our  lee.  There  were  harbours  I  might  run  into,  but  the 
thick  weather  had  prevented  me  from  taking  any  observations,  and 
though  by  my  log  I  could  tell  pretty  well  how  far  we  had  run,  yet  I 
coidd  not  be  certain,  and,  unless  from  dire  necessity,  I  was  unwilling  to 
attempt  to  make  any  port  short  of  the  Delaware.  At  times  the  wind 
hauled  a  little  more  round  to  the  northward,  and  as  it  did  so  my' 
hopes  proportionally  rose  of  being  able  to  keep  off  shore. 

Only  for  a  moment  did  I  at  times  leave  the  deck  to  speak  a  word 
of  comfort  to  my  passengers.  Mrs.  Tarleton  was,  I  saw,  fully  aware 
of  our  danger.  I  think  her  niece  suspected  it,  but  if  she  did  she 
completely  concealed  all  signs  of  fear.  On  one  occasion  when  I  entered 
the  cabin  they  rose  from  their  knees.    Together  they  had  been  offering 
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up  prayers  to  Him  who  alone  can  quell  the  tempest,  for  our  safety. 
Their  last  words  reached  my  ears.  I  stood  at  the  door  and  humbly 
joined  in  their  petition.  I  quickly  had  to  return  on  deck.  I  had  been 
obliged^  when  the  wind  shifted,  to  get  some  after-sail  on  the  vessel.  She 
heeled  over  fearfully,  yet  I  knew  must  be  making  great  lee-way.  I  could 
not  venture  to  take  any  canvas  off  her. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  it,  Grampus  V*  said  I,  after  some  time. 

"  Why,  sir,  I  don't  like  it,"  was  his  unsatisfactory  reply. 

I  did  not  again  ask  him  his  opinion.  The  sea  kept  flying  over  us,  the 
night  grew  darker  and  darker,  and  the  gale  blew  stronger  and  stronger. 
The  leak  was  increasing.  Two  hands  were  kept  constantly  at  the  pumps. 
I  wished  for  Mr.  Saul  Cobb  and  his  companions.  Nothing  could  be  well 
worse.  Still  I  never  for  a  moment  lost  courage.  I  felt  sure  that  the 
prayers  of  those  below  would  not  be  uttered  in  vain.  The  hours  wore 
away.  I  kept  a  bright  look-out  on  the  starboard  bow  to  discover 
breakers,  should  they  be  near,  while  my  ears  were  constantly  awake 
to  detect  their  terror-inspiring  sound.  How  I  longed  for  daylight !  I 
dared  not  lay-to :  I  dared  not  shorten  sail.  I  could  only  stand  on 
with  any  prospect  of  safety.  The  gale  increased:  the  sea  was  con- 
stantly making  a  clean  breach  over  the  deck.  All  hands  had  to  hold 
on  fast,  or  we  should  have  been  washed  overboard.  At  the  same  time 
the  water  was  gaining  terribly  on  us.  A  new  danger  threatened  the 
schooner;  she  might  founder  before  we  could  gain  a  harbour,  even  if 
she  escaped  shipwreck.  A  considerable  part  of  the  ^ew  Jersey  shore 
consists  of  long,  low,  sandy  beaches,  which  in  thick  weather  can  scarcely 
be  seen  till  a  vessel  is  nearly  on  them.  I  judged  by  my  calculations 
that  we  were  by  this  time  close  in  with  Squan  Beach,  or  Island  Beach 
or  Long  Beach.  My  chart  told  me  that  there  was  a  passage  between 
the  two  latter,  and  several  inlets  to  the  south  of  the  last,  up  which  I  could 
run  and  be  safe  ;  but  to  find  them  in  the  dark  was  impossible. 

"  Grampus!  listen!  what  is  that  sound  1"  said  I. 

"  Breakers,  sir!"  he  answered  in  a  slow  way ;  "there's  no  doubt  about 
it.  But  we  shall  have  daylight  soon.  Ah,  look  out,  there  sir,  there  it 
is!" 

I  looked  seaward,  and  a  pale  streak  was  just  appearing  in  the  eastern 
sky.     It  grew  wider  and  wider,  and  at  length  darkness  gave  way  to  the 
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rays  of  the  yet  hidden  sun.  The  prospect  revealed  to  ns  was  not  cheer- 
ing. The  sea  broke  as  heavily  as  ever,  and  not  a  mile  to  leewaid  of  us 
a  terrific  surf  rolled  over  a  long  white  sandy  beach.  As  I  watched  the 
foaming  broken  mass  of  waters  as  they  rolled  furiously  up  to  it^  I  felt 
convinced  that,  should  the  schooner  once  get  within  their  power,  not  a 
human  being  on  board  would  escape,  ^ot  a  break  was  to  be  seen.  The 
wind  was  dead  on-shore,  blowing  with  a  determined  heavy  pressure;  and 
the  little  vessel,  though  she  made  fair  headway,  was  surely  drifting  nearer 
and  nearer  to  destruction.  Oh,  what  agony  of  mind  I  suffered !  I  cared 
not  for  myself,  but  I  thought  of  that  fair  girl  and  her  lovely  relative 
doomed  to  so  hard  a  fate.  I  called  Grampus  to  me  and  asked  him  if  he 
could  advise  anything.     He  shook  his  head,— r 

"  YouVe  done  all  that  a  man  can  do,  Mr.  Hurry,"  was  his  answer. 

"  Then  I  must  prepare  those  two  poor  ladies  for  their  inevitable  fete," 
I  thought  to  myself. 

Before  going  into  their  cabin,  I  took  another  look  at  the  chart  which 
1  kept  outside  it.  At  the  south  end  of  Long  Beach  was  a  passage,  I 
found,  leading  into  Little  Egg  Harbour. 

Grampus  hailed  me.    My  heart  bounded  into  my  mouth  again. 

**  There  is  an  opening,  sir.  I  make  it  out  clearly.  Keep  her  close  and 
by,  my  lad !"  he  sang  out  to  the  man  at  the  helm.  '*  If  we  just  clear  the 
point  we  shall  do  it." 

I  held  my  breath.  The  schooner  dashed  on,  half  buried  by  the  seas. 
She  was  almost  among  the  breakers — then  broad  on  our  bow  appeared 
an  opening — heavy  rollers  went  foaming  over  it. 

"  Up  with  the  helm !  In  with  the  main-staysail  I  Square  away  the 
fore-yard !     Hold  on  for  your  lives  1 " 

I  rapidly  uttered  these  orders,  one  after  the  other.  Away  before  the 
gale  we  flew,  the  sea  breaking  high  on  either  hand  of  us.  One  roller 
after  the  other  came  hurrying  on,  but  we  rose  to  their  summits,  and 
then  with  one  more  frantic  plunge  we  sank  down  into  smooth  water, 
and  in  another  moment,  rounding  the  vessel  to,  I  let  go  the  anchor  and 
we  rode  safely  under  the  lee  of  the  sand-bank. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

Rnn  tip  Little  Egg  Rirer. — ^Meet  the  militia  lieutenant  whose  life  I  saved.—"  One  good 
tarn  deserves  another." — Set  out  for  Washington's  camp. — ^Fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  Hessians. — The  ladies  in  danger. — Devastating  march  of  mercenaries. — Escape. 
—House  in  which  we  are  lodged  attacked. — Place  the  ladies  for  safety  in  a  root- 
house. 

Wb  were  saved.  The  galo  Llow  as  hard  as  ever  outside ;  the  sea  broke 
furiously  onr  the  sandy  shore,  the  foam  reaching  across  the  bank  even  to 
.where  we  lay,  while  the  wind  whistled  tlaough  the  rigging  with  a  shrill 
and  mournful  sound.  No  sooner  did  I  see  that  the  anchor  held  than 
as  I  was  hurrying  below  to  quell  the  alarm  of  my  passengers,  I  met. 
them  coming  on  deck,  unable  to  comprehend  the  cause  of  the  sudden 
change  from  the  wildest  tossing  to  the  perfect  calm  in  which  we  lay.  They 
looked  about  tiiem  with  an  expression  of  astonishment  on  their  features, 
evidently  puzzled  to  know  how  we  could  have  got  where  we  were ;  then 
they  clasped  their  hands  and  raised  their  voices  together  in  prayer  and 
heartfelt  gratitude  for  their  safety.  The  sudden  and  simultaneous  move- 
ment touched  my  heart,  and  while  I  admired  their  simple  piety  it  made 
me  sensible  of  the  hardness  of  my  own  heart  in  religious  matters. 

"  Where  are  we,  Mr.  Hurry  1"  asked  Mrs.  Tarleton.  "  We  owe  much, 
I  feel  sure,  under  God's  providence,  to  your  excellent  seamanship." 

I  thanked  her  for  her  good  opinion  of  me,  and  told  her  that  we  were, 
I  believed,  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  coast  of  K"cw 
Jcreey,  and  that  1  hoped  to  run  up  the  river  and  to  land  her  at  some  spot 
at  which  conveyances  might  be  obtained,  as  I  would  not  risk  her  safety 
by  continuing  the  voyage.  Her  niece  looked  fax  more  than  her  aunt 
expressed,  so  I  was  perfectly  satisfied,  though  she  said  but  little.  They 
knew  that  I  should  be  in  no  Jiurry  to  part  from  them;  indeed,  I  had 
received  orders  from  Sir  Peter  not  to  do  so  till  I  had  conducted  them  to 
their  friends  or  seen  them  in  a  place  of  safety. 

While  I  was  still  talking  to  the  ladies.  Grampus  called  me  aside  and 
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hurtiedly  told  me  that,  if  tho  hands  were  not  sent  to  thepumps,  in  a  very 
shorfc  time  tho  schooner  would  go  down.  I  accordingly  set  all  hands  to 
work,  and  when  they  had  lessened  the  water  in  the  hold  I  once  more 
made  sail,  and,  with  the  lead  going  on  either  side,  I  stood  through  a 
passage  to  the  southward,  and  then  to  the  west  again  up  Little  Egg 
Eiver.  I- hoisted  a  flag  of  truce  as  I  stood  on.  After  some  time  I  camo 
in  sight  of  a  gentleman's  house — a  long  low  building  with  a  verandah 
round  it — ^the  usual  style  of  building  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Near 
the  house  was  a  village.  I  dropped  my  anchor  and  lowered  a  boat  to  go 
on  shore. 

"  We  wiU  accompany  you,  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  Mrs.  Tarleton,  who  at 
that  moment  with  her  niece  followed  me  on  deck  after  I  had  announced 
my  intention.  "  Should  the  country  be  in  possession  of  the  troops  of 
George  of  Brunswick,  you  are  safe ;  but  if  in  that  of  our  patriot  troops, 
you  may  be  liable  to  molestation." 

To  this  proposal  I  could  raise  no  objection,  so,  ordering  Grampus  to 
keep  the  people  at  the  pumps  to  prevent  the  vessel  from  sinking,  I 
handed  the  ladies  into  the  boat,  and  steered  for  a  rough  little  wooden 
stage  near  the  large  house  I  had  observed  on  shore.  I  had  a  white  flag 
at  the  end  of  a  boat-hook  in  the  bows  of  the  boat  that  I  might  be 
prepared  for  friends  or  foes.  Not  a  person  was  to  be  seen  moving.  I  ran 
the  boat  alongside  the  stage,  and  with  my  passengers  stepped  on  shore, 
leaving  Eockets  with  the  flag  and  two  other  hands  in  the  boat.  There 
was,  for  a  short  distance,  a  piece  of  uncultivated  open  ground,  and  then 
a  wood  of  somewhat  scrubby  trees  through  which  a  path  led.  We  had 
walked  along  it  but  a  sho;rt  distance,  when,  turning  an  angle,  we 
were  confronted  by  a  body  of  militia,  mustering  some  dozen  or  twenty 
men. 

''Halt!"  cried  the  sergeant  at  the  head  of  the  party.  '' Strangers  I 
who  are  you  V 

I  tried  to  explain. 

"  That's  all  very  well,  and  may  or  may  not  be  true,  mister,"  answered 
the  sergeant,  who  certainly  was  not  one  of  nature's  gentlemen.  ''  t  ain't 
bound  to  believe  your  gammon,  I  guess ;  you  may  be  spies,  so  come 
along  with  us  and  well  see  about  it" 

Here  Mrs.  Tarleton  stepped  forward. 
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"  We  are  American  ladies/'  said  she.  ''  We  owe  much  to  this  officor^ 
and  trust  that  our  countrymen  will  afford  us  the  aid  we  required* 

The  fellow  still  doubted,  and  was  evidently  inclined  to  use  us  roughly, 
when  we  saw  a  fresh  body  of  men  comiug  along  the  road,  headed  by  an 
officer.  He  at  once  advanced  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  At  first  he 
also  seemed  not  at  all  ready  to  believe  us. 

"  So  many  spies  are  dodging  about  in  various  disguises  that  you  may 
be  of  that  character  for  what  I  know  to  the  contrary,"  he  remarked, 
eyeing  us  hard. 

Mrs.  Tarleton  was  inclined  to  be  very  indignant.  As  I  looked  at  the 
man  there  was  something  in  the  tone  of  his  voice  and  his  countenance  I 
thought  I  recognized. 

"  Is  your  name  Spinks  1 "  I  asked. 

"  I  guess  you're  right,"  he  answered. 

"  And  you  were  wounded  before  l^ew  York,  and  an  English  officer 
gave  you  a  sup  of  spirits  and  some  fresh  water,  and  washed  your 
wounds,  and — " 

"  He  did,  he  did ;  and  you're  the  man  who  did  it  1 "  he  exclaimed, 
springing  forward  and  grasping  my  hand  warmly.  "  I  thought  I  knew 
your  voice — you  saved  my  life,  that  you  did.  I  said  Amos  Spinks 
^yould  be  grateful,  and  so  he  wilL  I'm  a  lieutenant  now ;  I  was  then 
only  a  private." 

This  was,  indeed,  a  fortunate  encounter.  FuU  credit  was  now  given  to 
our  statements.  The  house  to  which  we  were  proceeding  was,  we  found, 
the  property  of  a  gentleman  of  some  consideration,  who,  although  a 
patriot,  had  from  ill-health  remained  at  home.  Lieutenant  Spinks  and 
Lis  men  escorted  us  to  it.  The  ladies  were  cordially  welcomed,  and  I 
was  treated  with  the  greatest  civility  and  attention.  Our  host,  John 
Plowden,  was  a  perfect  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  who  received  us 
with  many  a  bow,  in  bag-wig  and  sword,  knee-breeches  and  buckles, 
flowered  waistcoat  and  three-cornered  hat.  Dinner  was  instantly  pre- 
pared, and  beds  were  offered,  but  Mrs.  Tarleton  wished  to.  proceed  on 
her  journey  that  very  afternoon.  At  first  Mr.  Plowden  would  on  no 
account  consent  to  this  arrangement,  but,  Mrs.  Tarleton  having  explained 
to  him  her  earnest  desire  to  see  her  brother,  or  to  gain  tidings  of  him  he 
willingly  promised  to  do  his  utmost  to  enable  her  to  proceed. 
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"  I  fear  much,  howeYcr,  madam,  that  you  will  he  exposed  to  insult 
from  the  troops  of  the  enemy  who  still  occupy  part  of  the  Jerseys,  though 
I  feel  sure  that  the  inhahitants,  whatever  side  of  the  question  they  take, 
would  in  no  way  annoy  you." 

Mrs.  Taiieton  looked  at  me*  as  this  was  said.  We  were  sitting  at 
dinner,  a  midday  meal,  with  several  memhers  of  Mr.  Plowden's  family 
round  the  tahle.  My  instructions  from  Sir  Peter  were  to  see  the  ladies 
in  safety  with  Washington's  army.     I  turned  to  Mr.  Plowdon, — 

"  If,  sir,  you  can  guarantee  the  safety  of  my  vessel  during  my  ahsence, 
and  secure  me  free  egress  from  this  harbour  on  my  return,  I  will  proceed 
with  Mrs.  Tarleton  and  Miss  Carlyon,  and  I  trust  shall  have  the  means 
of  securing  them  from  any  inconvenience  of  the  nature  to  which  you  allude." 

Mr.  Plowden  thought  a  little. 

"  I  can  be  answerable  for  the  safety  of  your  vessel,  and  that  no  one 
will  prevent  her  leaving  the  harbour  when  you  return,"  he  answered. 
"  But  remember,  sir,  I  cannot  prevent  your  people  quitting  her  if  they 
wish  to  do  so." 

"  I  will  trust  to  your  honour,  then,  sir,"  said  I.  "  My  men  are  staunch, 
and  I  have  no  fear  of  their  deserting  her.  I  am  ready  to  set  out  when- 
ever the  ladies  desire  it." 

"  And  I  have  determined  to  accompany  you,"  exclaimed  Lieutenant 
Spinks,  grasping  my  hand  again. »  "  One  good  turn  deserves  another. 
This  is  the  gentleman  who  preserved  my  life,  and  I  want  to  show  that  I 
am  grateful.  He  will  be  safe  enough  from  molestation  on  his  way  to 
General  Washington's  camp,  but  he  may  find  some  difficulty  when 
returning." 

Of  course  I  told  Mr.  Spinks  that  I  should  be  very  glad  of  his  society, 
though  I  wondered  how  he  could  be  certain  of  obtaining  leave  of  absence 
from  his  regiment.  I  soon  learned,  however,  that  both  officers  and  men 
took  the  liberty  of  giving  themselves  leave,  with  very  little  ceremony, 
from  many  of  the  militia  regiments,  into  which  but  a  very  alack  style  of 
discipline  had  as  yet  been  introduced. 

While  the  ladies  were  resting,  and  preparing  for  their  journey,  I 
returned  on  board  the  tender,  and,  leaving  Grampus  in  charge,  received 
Irom  all  hands  an  assurance  that  they  would  obey  his  orders  and  remain 
faithful  to  their  colours. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.  182  HURUICAXE  nuRnT. 

"  Neyer  fear  us,  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  Grampus ;  "we  hopes  you  will  see 
them  beautiful  ladies  safe  with  their  friends,  and  will  soon  come  back  to 
us." 

I  told  him  I  hoped  to  return  in  a  few  days,  and  as  I  went  over  the  aide 
all  hands  gave  three  cheers  as  an  earnest  of  their  sincerity. 

The  arrangements  for  the  journey  were  soon  made,  and  by  two  o'clock 
our  party  was  ready  to  commence  the  journey.  At  the  door  stood  a 
coach  covered  with  gilding,  but  very  much  the  worse  for  wear.  Four 
horses  were  attached  to  it,  but  their  soiTy  appearance  showed  that  they 
would  not  be  able  to  drag  it  except  at  a  slow  pace,  and  for  a  short 
distance.  On  the  coach-box  sat  a  white-headed  negro.  He  had  once 
been  a  strong  stout  man,  but  age  had  shrunk  up  his  flesh  and  muscles, 
and  his  countenance  now  seemed  composed  alone  of  black  bumps  and 
wrinkles  and* protuberances,  wi&two  white  orbs  set  in  the  midst  of 
them.  His  lank  body  and  limbs  were  covered  with  a  livery  of  blue  and 
silver,  but,  like  the  coach,  sadly  laded  and  worn.  Two  horses,  of  some- 
what better  appearance,  were  held  near  at  hand  by  some  negro  boys,  and 
a  little  fisirther  off  two  black  mounted  servants  held  the  reins  of  a  couple 
of  well-conditioned  palfreys  witii  side-saddles  on  their  backs.  Mr. 
Flowden  led  the  ladies  to  the  door. 

*'I  have  done  all  I  could,  madam,  for  your  convenience,"  said  he, 
Ibowing  low  and  pointing  to  the  equipage.  This  war  has  left  me  in  a 
very  different  state  to  what  I  have  been  accustomed,  or  I  would  have 
enabled  you  to  journey  in  a  style  more  befitting  your  position  in  life. 
The  carriage  will  convey  you  as  far  as  those  sorry  steeds  are  able,  and 
then  I  fear  that  the  bad  nature  of  the  roads  will  require  you  to  continue 
your  journey  on  horseback." 

Suitable  replies  were  made,  affectionate  expressions  were  (exchanged 
between  Mrs.  and  the  Misses  Plowden  and  their  guests,  and  the  latter 
took  their  seats  in  the  old  family  coach.  Spinks  and  I  mounted  the 
horses,  the  black  servants  and  the  baggage-horses  followed,  and  with 
many  bows  and  waves  of  the  hands  the  cavalcade  moved  forward. 
The  carriage  rolled  creakingly  on,  pitching  and  tumbling  and  bumping 
over  the  stones  and  into  the  mts  in  the  road.  Frequently  I  moved  up 
to  the  window  to  exchange  words  with  its  occupanta  They  both 
expressed  their  anxiety  for  the  time  when  they  might  dismiss  the  vehicle 
and  mount  on  horseback.     At  first  the  coimtrv  was  vervruninterestinff. 
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but  by  degrees  it  improyed,  and  rich  undulating  ground  and  hills  and 
fertile  valleys,  here  and  there  dotted  with  cottages  and  flocks  and  herds, 
were  seen  on  every  side.  As  we  proceeded,  men  in  half-military  uniform, 
working  in  the  fields,  would  look  up  and  inquire  whence  we  came  and 
where  we  were  going,  but  they  were  easily  satisfied  with  the  civil 
answers  we  gave  them. 

It  was  late  in  the  day  before  we  drove  into  the  court-yard  of  a  houso 
very  similar  in  character  to  that  we  had  lately  left.  We  were  not 
expected,  but  a  note  from  Mr.  Flowden  explained  matters,  and  we  were 
cordially  received  by  the  ladies  of  the  family.  The  master  was  with  the 
army,  so  were  his  sons.  One  had  already  £illen  in  the  unfortunate  strife. 
I  at  first  was  received  with  some  stifEness.  I  could  not  expect  it  to  be 
otherwise ;  but  that  soon  wore  off,  and  I  felt  myself  as  one  of  the  family. 
I  must  not  delay  in  describing  each  event  of  oui  journey. 

A  truly  Indian  summer  morning  ushered  in  the  next  day.  In  high 
spirits  Miss  Carlyon  mounted  her  horse,  as  did  her  aunt,  and  with  kind 
wellrwishes  from  our  late  hosts  we  trotted  out  of  the  court-yard.  They 
felt  great  relief  fvom  the  noise  and  jolting  .of  the  old  coach.  The  old 
black  coachman  gazed  after  us  with  a  look  of  reproach,  as  if  he  thought 
we  had  no  business  to  be  merry  after  we  had  deserted  him.  That  day's 
ride  was  to  me  one  of  the  most  perfect  ex^joyment.  Scarcely  for  a 
moment  did  I  leave  Madeline's  side,  and  every  instant  knit  my  heart 
oloser  and  closer  to  her.  .  I  forgot  all  that  the  future  might  bring  forth, 
all  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered;  the  months,  perhaps  years,  oi 
separation,  before  I  could  hope  by  any  possibility  to  call  her  mine,  and 
revelled  only  in  the  present.  I  could  not  tell  what  she  might  think  or 
feel.  I  dared  not  ask,  lest  the  delightful  enchantment  by  which  I  was 
surrounded  might  be  rudely  broken.  She  eagerly  listened  to  all  I  said, 
smiled  and  blushed  and — but  I  won't  go  on.  I  knew  that  I  loved  her, 
and  I  thought  she  loved  me.  Spinks  was  an  excellent  companion 
on  such  an  occasion  3  silent  and  phlegmatic,  he  occasionally  only  would 
ride  up  to  offer  a  few  remarks  to  Mrs.  Tarleton,  and  then  would  drop 
astern  and  seem  lost  in  his  own  reflections.  As  the  day  advanced,  signs 
of  war's  malign  effects  began  to  appear.  Poor  fellows,  with  bandaged 
heads  and  aims  in  slings,  were  met  limping  and  crawling  along.  Hedges 
and  walls,  overturned  cottages,  and  whole  hamlets  burned  to  the  ground. 
The  tide  of  war  had  during  the  summer  swept  over  this  part  of  the 
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Jerseys.  The  mischief  we  saw  was,  however,  chiefly  effected  by  foraging 
parties  from  the  British  forces,  especially  by  the  Hessians,  so  dreaded 
and  hated  by  the  colonists. 

''Two  causes  have  alienated  all  true  hearts  from  the  British  crown 
in  this  country,"  observed  Mrs.  Tarleton.  "  The  supercilious  manner  of 
the  civil  and  especially  of  the  military  officers  sent  from  England  towards 
the  colonists,  and  the  attempt  to  coerce  them  with  foreign  mercenaries. 
We  could  have  borne  unjust  laws  and  taxes,  because  they  could  »be 
repealed ;  but  the  pride  of  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  land  has  been  aroused 
not  to  be  quelled,  except  by  entire  separation  from  those  who  could  thus 
insult  them." 

We  were  within  a  few  miles  of  that  magnificent  stream,  the  Delaware 
Eiver,  when  we  gained  sufficiently  exact  information  to  enable  us  to  guide 
our  future  course.  The  British  fleet,  under  Lord  Howe,  had  complete 
command  of  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  The  city  of  Philadelphia, 
lately  the  seat  of  Government,  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  army 
under  General  Howe,  after  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  when  Washington 
had  been  compelled  to  retreat.  General  Howe,  it  appeared,  had  neglected 
to  take  advantage  of  his  success,  and  the  patriot  forces,  emboldened  by 
his  inaction,  were  about  to  attack  him  again,  when  a  terrific  storm  of  rain 
prevented  the  engagement.  After  this  the  British  troops,  having  ad- 
vanced to  Germaintown,  were  vigorously  attacked  by  the  whole  patriot 
army,  and  victory  seemed  inclined  to  their  standard  when,  the  Americans 
becoming  separated  by  a  thick  fog,  a  panic  seized  them,  and  they  made  a 
precipitate  retreat.  General  Washington's  army,  we  heard,  was  now  at  a 
place  called  White  Marsh,  about  fourteen  miles  from  Philadelphia. 
Thither  Mrs.  Tarleton  resolved  immediately  to  proceed,  in  the  hopes  of 
meeting  her  brother,  who,  though  wounded,  was  still,  she  heard,  with  his 
regiment. 

As  both  shores  of  the  Delaware  were  now  in  possession  of  the  British, 
there  was  much  chance  of  our  falling  in  with  some  of  their  troops. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  I  felt  very  anxious  to  avoid  them.  I  could  not 
bear  the  idea  of  exposing  my  charges  to  the  scrutiny  and  the  inquiries  to 
which  they  would  be  subject,  though  my  presence  would,  I  trusted, 
prevent  their  being  exposed  to  any  personal  annoyance.  We  accordingly 
turned  our  horses'  heads  to  the  north,  intending  to  cross  the  river  at  a  spot 
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a  considerable  distance  above  Philadelphia.  We  had  trayelled  some  miles 
without  meeting  any  one  from  whom  we  could  make  inquiries.  I  began 
to  be  somewhat  anxious,  fearing  that  the  peasantry  might  have  concealed 
themselves  in  consequence  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  and  I  was  on 
the  point  of  begging  Lieutenant  Spinks  to  ride  forward  and  make 
inquiries,  when  a  cloud  of  dust  rose  up  from  a  valley  before  us,  and  the 
dull  heavy  tramp  of  a  body  of  men  was  heard  ascending  the  winding 
road  up  the  hill.  I  instantly  reined  up  and  drew  my  companions  on  one 
side,  where  they  were  concealed  by  a  small  clump  of  trees,  while  I 
advanced  with  Spinks  a  little  way  in  front,  each  of  us  waving  a  white 
handkerchief,  to  show  that  we  were  there  with  no  hostile  intent. 

"  They  are  the  enemy !"  cried  Spinks.     "  Oh,  the  villains  I     May  they 

aU  be " 

.  "  Which  enemy  1"  I  asked,  foi^etting  for  a  moment  that  he  was  an 
American. 

"  The  scoundrel  Hessians,"  he  answered  with  an  oath.  '^  They  are  the 
last  people  I  would  wish  to  have  met." 

I  agreed  with  him,  but  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  as  we  could  distin- 
guish the  advanced  guard  with  their  glittering  arms  and  dark  uniforms 
coming  over  the  brow  of  the  hill.  No  sooner  were  we  perceived  than 
several  men  advanced  at  double  quick  step  and  surrounded  us.  We  could 
not  make  ourselves  understood,  so,  holding  Sir  Peter  Parker's  letter  in  my 
hand,  and  pointing  to  my  uniform,  I  signified  that  I  wished  to  be  con- 
ducted to  their  coloneL  By  this  time  a  halt  was  called.  A  light  com- 
pany was  sent  out  as  skirmishers  into  the  wood  through  which  we  had 
passed,  and  the  officer  I  asked  for  rode  up  in  front.  He  looked  at  my 
naval  jacket,  and  then  at  the  militiaman's  uniform,  and  evidently  regarded 
us  with  no  little  suspicion.  I  found,  however,  that  he  could  speak 
English,  and  I  endeavoured  rapidly  to  explain  matters. 

"  A  very  odd  story  this  you  toll  me,"  he  answered.  "  How  can  you 
expect  me  to  believe  youl" 

I  handed  him  Sir  Peter's  letter. 

"  I  do  not  know  his  handwriting.     This  may  be  a  forgery,"  said  he. 

The  colonel  was  a  weather-beaten,  stern,  wary  old  man.  I  have  seldom 
met  a  person  less  likely  to  be  moved  by  any  of  the  gentler  sympathies  of 
our  nature. 
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"  m  tell  you  what  it  is,  colonel.  I  was  left  for  dead,  near  New  York, 
hj  some  of  your  people,  and  this  sea-ofEcer  here  came  up  and  saved  my 
life,  and  that's  the  reason  I  came  along  with  him,"  exclaimed  Spinks,  who 
was  excessively  indignant  at  our  statement  being  doubted. 

The  mention  of  New  York  reminded  me  of  the  narrow  escape  I  had 
had  of  my  life  on  the  day  to  which  Spinks  alluded,  and  I  thought  I 
recognized  in  the  man  before  me  the  officer  in  change  of  the  party  of 
Hessians  who  so  nearly  finished  Simeon  and  me  when  General  Pigot 
came  up  to  our  rescue.  I  asked  the  colonel  if  he  recollected  the  circum- 
stance.   He  smiled  grimly; 

**  I  think  I  recollect  the  circumstance,''  said  he ;  ''  but  what  has  that  to 
do  with  the  inatterr 

"  Simply  that  you  thought  I  was  a  rebel  then,  and  you  found  that  you 
were  mistaken,  and  in  the  same  way  that  you  will  find  you  are  mistaken 
now  if  you  molest  me." 

Scarcely  had' I  ceiased  speaking  when  a  shliek  tesounded  through  the 
wood.  I  knew  too  well  whence  it  proceeded.  I  wheeled  round  my 
horse,  and,  putting  my  spvbn  into  his  side,  was  in  a  moment  at  the  spot 
where  I  had  left  the  two  ladies  and  their  attendants.  I  found  them  sur- 
rounded by  Hessian  soldieis,  some  of  whom  were  attempting  to  catch 
hold  of  their  horses*  heads  and  to  drag  them  from  their  saddles.  I  drew 
a  sword  from  the  scabbard  of  the  first  man  I  reached,  and  before  he  could 
look  round  I  had  dashed  in  among  the  miscreants,  cutting  at  them  right 
and  left.  I  felt  maddened  with  rage,  and  thought  not  of  the  con- 
sequences. Madeline  saw  me  coming,  and  held  out  her  hands  to  implore 
my  aid.  I  reached  her  just  as  a  soldier  had  succeeded  in  catching  the 
bridle  of  her  horse  and  had  almost  dragged  her  to  the  ground.  With  a 
blow  of  my  sword  I  sent  the  fellow  reeling  backwards,  and  placed  her  in 
her  saddle.  Mrs.  Tarleton  had  managed  hitherto  to  elude  the  soldier.^ ; 
but  in  another  instant  they  would  have  closed  in  on  her,  when  Spinks, 
followed  by  the  Hessian  colonel,  galloped  up. 

The  appearance  of  the  latter  prevented  the  soldiers  from  attacking  her. 
He  ordered  them  back  into  their  ranks.  I  pointed  to  the  pale  and  ter- 
rified ladies,  and  asked  him  if  this  was  the  way  Germans  behaved  towards 
helpless  women.  He  looked  ashamed  and  attempted  to  apologize.  I  saw 
my  advantage  and  pushed  it  to  the  utmost 
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'^  They  are  anxious  to  visit  a  wounded^  perhaps  a  dying  relation,  and 
you  threaten  to  delay  them,*^  said  I. 

''  We  cannot  allow  people  to  wander  about,  and  perhaps  give  notice  of 
our  expedition,"  replied  the  colonel 

"As  to  that,  colonel,  depend  on  it,  every  step  you  take  is  well  known 
to  General  Washington,  and  if  he  does  not  attack  you  it  is  because  he 
does  not  think  it  worth  while,"  put  in  Spinks,  in  his  amusingly  inde- 
pendent manner. 

The  Hessian  officer  looked  as  if  he  would  like  to  eat  him. 

**  Well,  sir,"  said  I,  "^ou  have  every  proof  I  can  give  you  of  the 
correctness  of  my  statement.  You  see  what  Sif  Peter  Farker  says.  Will 
you  allow  my  party  to  proceed  ]" 

The  colonel  must  have  seen  that  we  could  in  reality  not  do  him  the 
slightest  injury  by  any  information  we  could  give  as  to  his  movements, 
so  after  some  more  conversation  he  ordered  his  detachment  to  advance, . 
while  he  remained  with  us.  It  was  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  saw 
them  march  by,  casting  no  very  Mendly  looks  at  us. 

^^  Now  proceed  as  &st  as  you  can,"  said  the  ^rim  old  officer.  "  My  men 
are  rather  unmanageable  at  times.  They  liiight  have  attempted  to  revenge 
themselves  for  the  way  you  treated  their  comrades,  though  on  my  word 
you  were- perfectly  right." 

We  thanked  the  gruff  old  man  for  his  courtesy.  I  suspect  that  he  had 
a  softer  heart  than  he  would  have  wished  to  appear  under  his  rough  cxte- 
rioT,  and,  taking  his  hint,  moved  on  as  rapidly  as  our  horses  would  carry 
us  to  the  northward. 

I  will  not  repeat  the  indignant  expressions  uttered  by  Mrs.  Tarleton  at 
the  conduct  of  the  Hessians.  I  could  only  blush  for  my  country,  and 
bitterly  regret  that  sUch  men  were  employed  in  that  £ratiicidal  warfare. 
Madeline  expressed  her  thanks  to  me,  rather  by  her  looks  than  her  words. 
She  said  little,  afraid  of  wounding  my  feelings,  but  I  suspect  that  the 
behaviour  of  the  Hessians  made  her  absmdon  any  sympathy  for  the  Tories 
which  she  might  have  entertained.  Every  now  and  then  we  looked  round 
to  see  that  none  of  the  Hessians  were  following  us.  Their  march  could 
be  traced  by  the  fields  trampled  down — cottages  unroofed  or  burnt — 
stacks  of  com  scattered  about,  and  walls  and  hedges  overturned.  It 
showed  the  utterly  unprotected  condition  of  New  Jersey  at  the  time — 
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that  no  opposition  was  offered  them  in  their  progress.  For  mj  part  I 
felt  that  the  patriot  cause  was  hopeless,  and  it  was  with  a  secret  feeling 
of  gratification  that  I  pictured  to  myself  the  seivice  I  might  render  to 
my  Mends  when  the  royal  cause  should  finally  triumph,  and  all  ranks 
be  compelled  to  submit.  I  did  not  venture  to  ask  Mrs.  Tarleton  what 
opinion  she  had  formed  from  the  aspect  of  affairs,  but  she  apparently 
divined  my  thoughts. 

"  It  is  very  sad  to  behold  all  this,"  she  remarked,  pointing  to  the  devas- 
tated country,  "  But^  Mr.  Hurry,  do  not  be  mistaken.  Those  who  come 
to  conquer  us  little  know  the  amount  of  endurance  possessed  by  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race,  if  they  fancy  that  we  are  about  to  succumb  because 
they  have  laid  waste  our  fields,  cut  down  our  fruit-trees,  and  burned  our 
villages,  or  because  our  undisciplined  troops  have  in  some  instances  been 
compelled  to  retreat  before  them.  I  tell  you,  Mr.  Hurry,  we  shall  be 
victorious  in  the  end." 

Soon  after  this  we  came  to  a  spot  where  three  roads  branched  off  before 
ua  We  hesitated  which  to  take,  and  not  a  person  was  to  be  seen  to 
inquire  our  way.  That  to  the  right  led,  it  appeared  to  me,  in  the  direction 
we  wished  to  proceed.  We  took  it,  and  shortly  began  to  ascend  a  steep 
hill  among  trees,  now  richly  tinted  with  the  varied  hues  of  autumn, 
though  many  of  the  leaves  had  already  fallen,  and  thickly  strewed  the 
ground.  I^ever  had  my  eye  rested  on  such  gorgeous  colouring  as  that 
wooded  height  presented.  Madeline  and  I  could  not  refrain  from  reining 
up  our  horses,  and  turning  round  to  enjoy  the  superb  view  which  lay 
spread  out  before  us  over  the  country  across  which  we  had  lately  passed. 
At  our  feet  was  a  broad  valley,  with  a  succession  of  undulating  hiUs 
beyond,  and  fields  and  orchards  and  cottages  sprinkled  about.  There 
were  to  be  seen  groves  of  the  delicate  straw-tinted  beech,  and  the  ruddy 
maple,  with  its  shades  of  brightest  yellow  and  green,  and  oak  forests  of  a 
dark  copper  hue,  as  if  changed  into  metal  by  an  enchanter's  wand,  and  in 
the  hollows,  dark  patches  of  the  sombre  cypress  of  North  America,  which 
delights  to  grow  in  the  stagnant  marsh ;  nor  was  the  graceful  birch  with 
its  white  stem,  or  the  willow,  wanting  to  add  variety  to  the  woodland 
scene.  To  our  right  the  mcgestic  stream  of  the  broad  Delaware  wound 
round  from  the  nortli-west  towards  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  now  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Howe's  victorious  army.     While  we  were  looking 
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across  the  valley  at  the  wood  into  whicli  the  Hessian  troops  had  passed, 
-we  saw  several  men  appear  at  the  outskirts.  After  looking  about  them, 
it  seemed  to  us,  they  descended  rapidly  the  hill.  Others  followed,  and  it 
appeared  as  if  the  main  body  were,  making  a  retrograde  movement, 
and  perhaps  might  march  along  the  very  road  we  were  taking.  At  all 
events  I  was  anxious  not  to  expose  my  charges  to  any  fresh  insults,  and 
therefore  once  more  put  the  party  in  movement  Spinks  volunteered  to 
ride  back  to  ascertain  in  what  direction  the  Hessians  were  about  to 
march.  He  promised  not  to  expose  himself  unnecessarily,  and  to  over- 
take us  speedily,  so  I  saw  no  objection  to  his  proposal. 

We  rode  on  as  fast  as  the  horses  could  go,  without  risk  of  falling  over 
the  very  rough  and  ill-formed  road.  It  was  late  in  the  day,  and  still 
Spinks  had  not  overtaken  us.  I  began  to  feel  anxious  about  him,  for  I 
knew  that,  should  he  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Hessians,  he  would  have 
very  little  mercy  to  expect  from  them.  After  what  had  occurred  they 
would  probably  look  upon  him  as  a  spy,  and  hang  him  without  ceremony. 
I  thought  of  sending  back  one  of  the  servants  who  had  charge  of  the 
baggage  horses,  to  try  and  learn  something  about  him,  but  Caractacus,  the 
negro  in  question,  positively  refused  to  go. 

"  If  Massa  Spinks  dead,  Cractus  no  make  him  live  again,"  he  argued. 
"  If  he  live,  he  come  back  of  his  self." 

There  was  no  controverting  this  opinion,  so  we  continued  our  journey. 
We  at  last  came  to  a  cottage,  in  which  was  an  old  woman  almost  deaf 
and  blind.  After  much  interrogation,  I  found  that  her  two  sons  had 
gone  to  the  wars  with  General  Washington,  and  that  a  daughter-in- 
law  who  lived  with  her  was  away  to  get  some  provisions,  and,  what  was 
of  importance  to  us,  that  we  were  on  the  road  we  had  wished  to  take. 
We  had  still  a  league  to  go  before  reaching  the  house  at  which  Mrs. 
Tarleton  wished  to  rest  before  crossing  the  river.  Spinks  knew  of  it,  so 
we  hoped  that  he  would  rejoin  us  there.  There  was  something  very 
genuine  about  that  poor  fellow.  I  had  done  him  a  service,  and  he 
wished  tp  do  me  one,  so  I  could  not  help  taking  a  liking  to  him.  Both 
Mrs.  Tarleton  and  her  niece  had  become  somewhat  anxious  about  our 
friend.  The  shades  of  evening  grew  rapidly  denser,  for  the  twilight  in 
that  latitude  is  short,  and  stiU  he  did  not  appear.  We  could  not,  however, 
stop  for  him,  and  it  became  at  last  so  dark  that  we  could  scarcely  find 
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the  entrance  to  the  house  at  which  we  were  to  stop.  It  seemed  a  long, 
low  buildings  sarrounded  by  a  cotirt-yard  and  walls,  with  several  out- 
houses and  gardens  and  orchards  outside.  I  made  out  an  intrenchment  in 
front,  with  a  wooden  bridge  over  a  moat^  and  then  a  stone  wall  with 
some  massive  gates.  After  ringing  for  some  time  they  were  opened,  and 
several  armed  men  appeared  on  either  side.  As  we  rode  on  to  the  hall 
door  there  appeared  a  blaze  of  light  inside,  and  a  tall,  dignified  old 
gentleman  came  down  the  steps  to  assist  the  ladies  to  dismount. 

**  I  am  glad  to  welcome  you  and  your  niece  to  my  house  under  any 
circumstances,  Mrs.  Tarleton,"  said  he,  as  he  led  them  up  the  steps. 
"  But  you  find  us  somewhat  in  marshal  array  just  now,  and  I  am  afraid 
may  be  put  to  some  inconvenience.  The  enemy's  troops  have  crossed  the 
river,  and  it  has  been  considered  necessary  to  fortify  this  post." 

"  I  can  never  complain  of  any  inconvenience  in  our  noble  cause,**  said 
Mrs.  Tarleton. 

I  knew  well  that  not  only  would  she  cheerfully  bear  any  incon- 
venience, but  would  glory  in  any  suffering  or  hardship  she  might  be 
called  on  to  endure  on  account  of  it. 

The  public  rooms,  as  we  passed  along,  were,  I  perceived,  filled  with  a 
number  of  persons,  some  in  military  uniforms,  and  others  in  the  dresses  of 
civilians.  I  was  formally  introduced,  and  though  at  first  I  was  received 
with  some  restraint^  in  a  little  time  l^e  manner  of  the  host  and  his  nume- 
rous guests  became  as  cordial  as  if  I  was  an  old  friend,  instead  of  belonging 
to  the  party  of  their  enemies.  There  were  no  ladies  or  any  females  left 
of  the  family.  They  had  all  been  sent  off  to  another  house  some  way  into 
the  interior,  to  whichitwasbelieved  the  enemy  were  not  likely  to  penetrate. 

From  what  I  could  learn,  it  was  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  house, 
which  commanded  a  reach  of  the  river,  might  be  attacked  before  long,  and 
I  was  therefore  very  anxious  to  get  my  friends  across  it,  and  once  more 
on  their  journey  towards  head-quarters.  Mrs.  Tarleton,  however,  seemed 
to  think  that  she  might  wait  safely  till  the  next  morning,  and,  as  no  news 
of  the  British  troops  had  been  brought  in,  I  hoped  that  the  delay  would  ' 
not  bring  them  into  any  danger.  Supper  was  over,  and  the  officers  of  the 
little  garrison  not  on  guard  had  retired  to  their  rooma  I  had  one 
allotted  to  me,  looking  out  on  the  river,  which  shone  with  a  silvery  hue 
from  the  light  of  an  almost  full  moon,  while  the  swirl  of  the  stream,  as  it 
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rushed  by,  bad  a  pleasing  and  soothing  effect.  I  could  hear,  ever  and 
anon,  the  distant  bark  of  a  dog,  the  tramp  and  challenge  of  the  sentries, 
and  the  yoices  of  some  of  the  men  of  a  militia  regiment  quartered  in  the 
outhouses  and  in  some  hastily-constructed  huts  within  the  court-yard. 

My  mind  was  occupied  with  too  many  thoughts  to  allow  me  to  sleep. 
After  several  attempts  I  gave  it  up.  My  companions  in  the  room  were 
.  mnch  in  the  same  condition,  and  a«  they  rose  and  resumed  their  outer 
clothing,  I  did  the  same.  They  proposed  making  the  round  of  th»  works, 
and  I  asked  leave  to  accompany  them.  Scarcely  had  we  reached  the  front 
door  when  voices  were  heard,  and  the  clatter  of  a  horse's  hoofs  in  the 
court-yard. 

**  A  scout  has  come  in,  and  will  bring  us  news  of  the  enemy,"  observed 
one  of  the  officers.     **  Let  us  hear  what  he  has  to  report." 

In  another  second  the  light  of  the  lamp  in  the  hall  fell  on  the  countenance 
of  the  new-comer,  and  I  recognized  my  fiiend  Lieutenant  Spinks.  His 
dress  was  bespattered  with  mud  from  head  to  foot ;  his  horse  shook  in 
every  limb  as  he  dismounted ;  his  head  was  bare,  his  countenance  was  pale 
as  death,  and  through  a  rent  in  his  coat  I  saw  the  blood  oozing  slowly  out. 

"  They  are  coming  !*'  he  exclaimed.  "  The  rascally  Hessians !  I  have 
been  watching  them  all  the  evening  to  ascertain  which  way  they  were 
taking.  I  got  too  close  at  last,  and  was  discovered  by  one  of  their  pickets, 
just  as  they  were  getting  under  arms.  They  are  going  to  make  a  night- 
attack  on  this  place.     Of  that  I  am  certain." 

The  senior  officer  in  the  house,  Colonel  Barlow,  now  came  down,  and 
Spinks  made  him^  a  full  report  of  his  adventures.  He  had  run  a  great 
risk  of  being  taken,  and  I  was  truly  glad  that  he  had  escaped.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  Hessian  troops  were  advancing  to  attack 
the  house.  The  officers  assembled  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  they 
could  defend  it.  Eveiy  one  was  instantly  on  foot.  Loop-holes  had  been 
cut  in  all  the  walls.  They  were  at  once  occupied  by  men.  Some  light 
field-pieces  defended  the  front  of  the  house — the  weakest  point ;  some  men 
were  stationed  on  the  roof ;  the  bridge  over  the  moat  was  drawn  in^ 
and,  indeed,  every  preparation  was  made  to  stand  a  siege. 

In  the  midst  of  the  preparations  Mrs.  Tarleton  appeared  in  the  hall 
among  the  officers  collected  there.  Her  countenance  was  as  calm,  and  her 
voice,  when  she  spoke,  as  firm  as  if  nothing  unusual  was  occurring. 
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'^  You  will  be  able  to  bold  tbis  fort  against  tbose  wretcbed  mercenaries, 
I  bope,  Colonel  Barlow  ?" 

Tbe  colonel  replied  tbat  be  bad  no  doubt  about  it 

"  Tben  we  will  remain  and  see  tbe  result,"  sbe  answered.  "  I  cannot 
bear  tbe  tbougbt  of  running  away  wben  so  many  of  my  countrymen 
are  exposed  to  danger." 

"  Wbile  sucb  are  tbe  sentiments  of  our  women,  our  cause  is  sure  to 
triumpb,  madam,"  said  tbe  colonel  "  Still  it  is  my  duty  to  try  and 
persuade  you  not  to  expose  yourself  and  niece.  Tbe  fortune  of  war  is 
always  uncertain.  Independent  of  tbe  risk  you  run  from  tbe  sbot  of  tbe 
enemy,  we  may  be  overcome,  and  tben  your  fate  would  be  a  sad  one.  It 
will  be  wise  in  you  if  you  will  consent  to  leaye  us  at  once.  A  boat  is 
being  made  ready  to  ferry  you  across  tbe  river,  and  on  tbe  otber  side 
tbe  country  is  occupied  by  patriot  troops." 

Still  Mrs.  Tarleton  would  not  consent  to  go.  Sbe  knew  tbat  ber  presence 
would  encourage  tbe  garrison  to  resist  to  tbe  utmost.  I  would  very  mucb 
ratber  for  ber  sake,  and  especially  for  tbat  of  ber  niece,  tbat  sbe  bad 
gone  at  once  to  a  place  of  safety.  As,  bowever,  I  must,  at  all  events, 
be  a  non-combatant,  I  felt  tbat  I  could  remain  by  tbeir  side  and 
aid  tbeir  escape.  Tbe  better  to  be  able  to  do  tbis,  I  set  off  at  once  to 
examine  tbe  situation  of  tbe  place,  and  to  see  tbat  tbe  boat  was  in  perfect 
readiness  to  cross  tbe  river.  Caractacus  and  bis  companion,  I  found,  were 
botb  accustomed  to  pull  an  oar.  Tbere  was  a  borse-boat  also  at  band,  and 
as  tbere  would  probably  be  time  before  tbe  attack  commenced,  I  got 
Colonel  Ballow  to  allow  tbe  borses  and  baggage  to  be  conveyed  across 
at  once,  and  left  at  a  farm-bouse  of  wbicb  be  told  me,  at  a  sbort  distance 
j&om  tbe  banks.  I  directed  Caractacus  and  Sambo,  as  soon  as  tbey  bad 
performed  tbis  duty,  to  return  at  once,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  any  emeigency. 

*'  Is,  massa,we  come  back  and  figbt  de  Hessians ;  ob,  ki,  berry  likely," 
exclaimed  tbe  negro,  giving  a  poke  witb  bis  elbow  at  bis  sable  com- 
panion's ribs. 

Tbe  otber  grinned,  as  if  be  considered  tbe  bare  possibility  of  bis  doing  sucb 
a  tbing  a  very  good  joke.     I  saw  tbat  I  could  not  very  well  depend  on  tbem. 

"  No,  I  don't  want  you  to  figbt,  only  to  belp  tbe  ladies  escape ;  you 
understand  me?  I  promise  you  a  dollar  eacb  if  I  find  you  at  tbe  boat 
wben  I  come  down," 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HURRICANE  HURRT.  193 

The  negroes  understood  this  sort  of  reasoning  better  than  any  argument 
I  had  used,  and  promised  obedience.  Had  Mrs.  Tarleton,  however,  known 
beforehand  of  the  arrangements  I  had  made,  I  believe  she  would  have ' 
countermanded  them,  so  confident  was  she  on  all  occasions  of  the  success 
of  her  party.  When  any  defeat  had  occurred,  she  evidently  looked  on  it 
as  an  exception  to  the  general  role,  or  rather  as  a  means  to  the  victorious 
termination  of  the  strife.  » 

By  the  time  I  had  made  all  the  arrangements  I  had  described  it  was  past 
midnight.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  retired  again  to  their  beds,  but  I  with 
others  sat  up.  My  position  was  rather  a  curious  one.  Here  was  I,  a 
guest  in  an  enemy's  camp,  with  the  prospect  of  an  engagement,  and 
unable  to  side  with  either  party.  Certainly,  however,  I  could  not  have 
been  treated  more  kindly  or  courteously  than  I  was  by  the  Americans  on 
that  occasion.  A  party  of  a  dozen  or  more  of  us  were  sitting  smoking 
and  chatting  in  the  large  plank-lined  dining  hall,  by  the  light  of  a  huge 
fire,  when  a  sergeant  of  militia  entered  with  the  announcement  that 
several  scouts  had  come  in,  reporting  that  the  enemy  were  advancing,  and 
were  not  more  than  a  couple  of  miles  off.  In  less  than  an  hour,  then,  we 
might  expect  an  attack.  I  have  never  felt  more  anxious  than  I  did  on 
that  occasion.  Immediately  all  within  the  house  were  on  the  alert ;  the 
walls  were  manned ;  the  wooden  bridge  hauled  up,  the  guns  loaded  and 
run  out,  and  every  preparation  was  made  to  repel  the  assault  Being 
myself  very  doubtful  of  the  result,  I  looked  about  for  a  place  where  the 
ladies  might  remain  in  comparative  safety.  The  most  secure  spot  was  a 
root  house,  where  stores  of  vegetables  are  kept  during  the  winter.  There, 
at  least,  no  shot  could  reach  my  friends,  and  as  it  was  on  the  side  nearest 
the  river,  they  might  more  easily  escape  thence  to  the  boat.  Having 
found  a  piece  of  matting,  I  carried  it,  with  some  chairs  and  cloaks,  to  the 
place,  and  then  returned  to  beg  Mrs.  Tarleton  to  take  shelter  there.  She 
laughed  at  my  proposal 

"What !  do  you  think  that  the  women  of  America  are  accustomed  to 
skulk  from  their  enemies  when  their  presence  may  avail  to  encourage 
their  friends,  and  they  may  be  of  use  to  the  wounded  1"  she  answered^ 
looking  at  the  same  time  towards  Madeline,  in  the  expectation  that  she 
would  utter  her  sentiments. 

"  Perhaps,  dear  aunt,  we  might  be  of  more  use  out  of  the  way  of 
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danger,  in  some  place  where,  should  any  of  our  friends  be  wounded,  they 
might  be  brought  to  us,"  remarked  her  niece,  "  especially  as  Mr.  Huny 
has  so  considerately  prepared  a  refuge  for  us." 

Still  nothing  Madeline  or  I  could  say  could  move  Mrs.  Tarleton  ttom 
her  purpose.  At  length  Colonel  Barlow  came  to  our  aid,  and  so  strongly 
urged  the  point  that  she  appeared  inclined  to  give  in.  We  were  stand- 
ing at  the  moment  in  the  centre  of  the  dining  halL  Our  conversation 
was  interrupted  by  the  loud  report  of  musketry — the  pattering  of 
the  bullets  against  the  roof  and  sides  of  the  house — ^the  louder  roar 
of  the  field-pieces — ^the  cries  and  shouts  of  the  men  within  the  building, 
and  of  their  unseen  assailants.  The  colonel  and  his  officers  hurried  off 
instantly  to  the  defences.  Madeline  trembled;  even  Mrs.  Tarleton 
turned  pale.  Several  shots  found  their  way  into  the  room  where  we 
were.  The  shouts  of  the  assailants  grew  louder ;  the  bullets  fell  thicker 
and  thicker.  A  bright  glare  burst  forth.  One  of  the  outhouses  had 
caught  fire.  Two  wounded  men  were  brought  in  and  placed  on  the 
ground.  Mrs.  Tarleton  and  her  niece  knelt  down  by  their  sides.  I 
assisted.  Madeline,  I  observed,  had  ceased  to  tremble  while  employed  in 
her  work  of  mercy.  One  poor  fellow  soon  ceased  to  breathe ;  he  had 
been  shot  through  the  lungs.  The  other  groaned  heavily ;  the  hemorrhage 
was  internal  I  soon  saw  that  their  efforts  to  aid  him  were  of  little  avail. 
He  quickly  joined  his  companion  in  another  world.  For  a  minute  or  more 
there  was  a  cessation  of  the  attack :  then  it  began  again  with  greater  fury 
than  before,  and  the  bullets  came  pattering  against  the  walls  like  hail, 
many  finding  their  way  into  the  room.  I  seized  Mrs.  Tarleton's  hand, 
exclaiming, — 

'*  Come,  madam  I  no  woman  should  remain  thus  unnecessarily  exposed." 
Madeline  took  her  other  hand,  and  together  we  led  her  through  the 
garden  to  the  place  I  had  prepared  for  their  reception. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

Tbc  AmerieanB  orerpovrered. — Spinks  assists  us  to  escape. — Cross  riircr.— Reach  Wasb- 
ington's  camp.— Interriev  with  the  great  chiefs — Mrs.  Tarleton  finds  her  brother, 
Colonel  Hallet,  wounded. — My  stay  in  the  camp. — An  afiair  of  outposts. — Farewell 
to  Madeline. — Quit  the  camp,  accompanied  by  Spinks. — After  many  adventures 
Kjoin  the  tender. 

Madeltkb  and  I  endeavoured  to  hurry  along  Mrs.  Tarleton,  but  she 
appeared  totally  insensible  to  the  dangerous  position  in  which  she  and 
her  niece  were  placed.  Seyeral  bullets  came  whizzing  by  us,  but  she 
kept  her  head  as  erect  as  would  the  oldest  veteran.  I  had  almost  to  drag 
her  on,  and  I  was  very  thankM  when  at  length  we  reached  the  door  of 
the  buildii^  unscathed.  I  had  told  Lieutenant  Spinks  where  to  find  us, 
should  he  wish  to  communicate  with  the  ladies. 

In  spite  of  his  wound,  he  had  joined  in  the  defence  of  the  place.  ITot 
so  Caiactacus  and  Sambo.  When  we  entered,  I  saw  two  bundles  among 
the  piled-up  turnips  and  potatoes.  I  gave  a  kick  at  them,  and  out 
tumbled  our  two  sable  attendants. 

**  Oh,  ki,  massa,  is  dat  you) "  exclaimed  the  first,  springing  to  his  feet. 
"  Come  along — dis  no  good  place  for  any  wise  man.  We  get  across  de 
river,  and  away  from  dese  Hesse  devils." 

"All  in  good  time,"  I  answered.  "Do  you  take  care  of  the  ladies 
while  I  go  and  learn  the  state  of  affairs." 

It  was  now  the  part  of  Mrs.  Tarleton  and  Madeline  to  press  me  to 
stay,  and  not  to  expose  myself  to  danger.  I  promised  to  obey  in  the 
latter  point,  but  urged  the  necessity  of  ascertaining  how  matters  were 
progressing,  that  I  might  judge  whether  we  might  safely  remain  where  we 
were,  or  whether  it  would  be  better  at  once  to  cross  the  river.  Un- 
willingly they  let  me  go.  I  managed  to  dimb  up  to  the  top  of  a  walL  A 
glance  showed  me  that  a  considerable  body  of  men  were  engaged  in  the 
attack,  and  that  they  were  well  provided  with  field-pieces,  which  were 
alneady  loftldng  aome  VBOfpnemum  <m  the  waUs.    Tw«  of  the  outhouses 
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were  in  flames ;  the  roof  of  the  main  building  had  caught  fire,  and  men 
were  engaged  in  extinguishing  it,  while  the  number  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  was  very  considerable.  I  felt  convinced  that,  heroically  as  the 
garrison  were  defending  themselves,  they  could  not  long  hold  out.  With 
this  conviction  I  returned  to  my  friends,  and  urged  Mrs.  Tarleton  to  allow 
me  to  conduct  her  at  once  to  the  boat  While  she  was  still  hesitating, 
Lieutenant  Spinks  rushed  into  the  vault,  blood  streaming  from  his  arm. 
"All  is  lost!"  he  exclaimed.  ''  Fly,  ladies,  fly,  or  those  villanous  Hessians 
will  be  up  to  us  before  you  can  escape.  The  colonel  is  making  a  stout 
resistance,  and  may  keep  them  back  for  some  time,  but  he  ordered  me  to 
come  on  and  hasten  your  flight." 

After  hearing  this,  I  was  determined  that  there  should  be  no  further 
delay;  so,  sending  the  negroes  on  to  the  boat,  we  took  the  ladies'  arms  and 
followed  as  rapidly  as  they  could  walk,  l^oi  for  a  moment  would  I  allow 
them  to  stop  and  look  back. 

The  boat  was  in  readiness :  we  stepped  in.  I  urged  Spinks  to  come 
also,  as  with  his  wound  he  could  be  of  no  further  use.  I  had,  however, 
almost  to  force  him  on  board.  Without  a  moment's  delay  we  shoved  off. 
I  put  Spinks  at  the  helm,  and  took  an  oar.  The  blacks  seized  the 
other  two,  and  there  was  no  necessity  to  tell  them  to  pull  away  lustUy. 
We  were  only  just  in  time.  The  shouts  and  shrieks  and  cries  increased. 
Thick  flew  the  bullets — many  passing  over  our  heads.  The  flames  grew 
brighter ;  the  main  building  was  on  fire,  and  burned  furiously.  By  its 
bright  glare  we  could  distinguish  the  dark  figures  of  the  combatants — the 
assailants  climbing  over  the  walls  on  either  hand,  and  the  defenders  of 
the  place  in  detached  parties,  still  desperately  endeavouring  to  oppose  them. 
Suddenly  trumpets  sounded,  voices  were  heard  calling  loudly,  and  there 
was  a  cessation  of  firing.  We  pulled  on,  however,  across  the  river,  for  I 
thought  very  likely  that,  if  we  were  discovered  by  the  victors,  we  should 
be  fired  at,  and  compelled  to  return.  The  ruddy  glare  was  reflected  on 
the  broad  stream,  and  the  banks  were  lighted  up  by  the  flames  of  the 
burning  house,  so  that  we  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  our  way  across  to  the 
right  landing-place. 

The  farmer  in  whose  charge  the  horses  had  been  left,  brought  them 
out  as  soon  as  we  apj^eared.  "  I  would  ask  you  to  stay,"  he  said,  "  but 
I  know  not  how  soon  the  enemy  may  come  upon  us.    You  must  take  a 
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stirrup-cup,  though;  it  "will  do  the  hearts  of  the  poor  ladies  good. 
They  want  something  to  keep  up  their  spirits,  I'm  sure."  I  forget  the 
mixture  that  was  produced.  I  know  that  it  was  very  good,  though  the 
ladies  would  not  he  prevailed  on  to  do  more  than  taste  it.  Lieutenant 
Spinks  would  allow  us  to  make  only  a  very  short  delay  to  get  his  wound 
washed  and  hound  up,  declaring  all  the  time  that  it  was  of  very  little 
consequence.  "  Tm  well  accustomed  to  shot-holes  hy  this  time,  I  guess, 
so  never  fear,"  said  he.  I  must  say  this  for  him,  that  he  was  decidedly 
a  very  plucky  feUow,  and  was,  I  suspect,  a  fair  sample  of  the  men  who 
won  independence  for  America.  The  good-natured  farmer  then  ordered 
a  lad  on  horsehack  to  show  us  the  way,  and  uttered  many  hearty  good- 
wishes  for  our  safety.  "  None  of  the  enemy  are  to  the  north  of  us,  so  I 
think  you  may  reach  the  camp  without  difficulty,"  he  remarked.  He 
asked  no  questions  about  me.  I  suspect  that  Caractacus  and  Sambo  had 
fully  enlightened  him. 

We  pushed  on  for  the  remainder  of  the  night,  and  did  not  even  draw 
rein  till  morning  dawned.  It  was  wonderful  how  well  the  ladies  endured 
the  fatigue  they  were  undergoing ;  not  a  complaint  escaped  either  of  them ; 
indeed,  Mrs,  Tarleton  seemed  rather  to  glory  in  the  hardships  she  was 
nndergoiug. 

Instead  of  striking  at  once  into  the  country,  we  kept  to  the  north,  so 
as  to  make  a  circuit  towards  the  spot  where  it  was  understood  General 
Washington  was  then  encamped.  I  tried  to  persuade  Spinks  to  stop 
and  rest,  but  on  he  would  go,  as  long  as  his  horse  would  carry  him.  Our 
steeds,  however,  at  last  began  to  knock  up,  and  we  were  glad  to  discover 
a  farm-house  among  the  trees  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  from  the  road. 
The  inmates  received  us  cordially.  Break&st  was  instantly  placed  before 
us,  and  a  room  prepared  where  the  ladies  might  lie  down  and  seek .  that 
rest  they  so  much  required.  The  farmer  put  Spinks  into  an  arm-chair, 
and  scarcely  had  he  finished  his  breakfast  than  he  leant  back  and  fell  fast 
asleep.  I  felt  much  inclined  to  follow  his  example,  but  our  host  would 
not  let  me.  He  wanted  to  hear  all  about  us,  and,  to  do  him  justice,  he 
was  ready  to  impart  an  abundance  of  information  in  return.  Un- 
accustomed to  the  sight  of  uniforms,  it  never  occurred  to  him  that  I  was 
a  British  officer,  and  from  the  far-from-pleasant  way  he  spoke  of  my 
countrymen,  I  felt  no  inclination  to  enlighten  him.    What  surprised 
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me  most  was  to  hear  of  the  diBOiganized  state  of  Washington's  army — ^the 
want  of  food  and  clothing  from  which  it  was  suffering,  and  the  utter  in- 
safficiency  of  all  the  commissariat  arrangements.  The  wonder  was  how, 
in  such  a  condition,  the  American  forces  could  withstand  General  Howe's 
well-supplied,  and  well-disciplined  troops. 

**  ril  tell  you  what  it  is,"  oheerved  the  farmer ;  "  one  has  a  just  cause, 
and  the  other  hasn't — that's  the  difference." 

I  did  not  tell  him  that  there  were  two  sides  to  that  opinion,  and  that 
some  people  might  consider  the  royal  cause  the  just  one. 

A  three  hours'rest  reiieshed  all  our  party  as  well  as  our  horses,  and  we  were 
once  more  in  the  saddle.  No  further  incident  of  importance  occurred  till  in 
the  afternoon  we  came  suddenly  on  an  outlying  picket  of  the  patriot  forces. 

The  main  body  of  Washington's  army  was  at  this  time  encamped  at  a 
place  called  White  Marsh,  about  fourteen  miles  to  the  north  of  Philar 
delphia.  We  had  approached  it  from  the  north-east  The  officer  in 
command  of  the  picket  came  forward,  and  Mrs.  Tazleton.  explained  who 
she  was,  and  her  object  in  Yisitiug  the  camp. 

"  Can  you  give  me  any  information  respecting  my  brother,  Colonel 
Hallet  ? "  she  asked  with  an  anxious  voica 

''  Colonel  Hallet  is  alive,  madam,  but  he  requires  more  rest  than  he 
obtains,"  answered  the  officer  with  a  grave  look.  ''  I  see  him  ofiien,  but 
I  cannot  report  favourably  of  him." 

I  saw  that  more  was  implied  than  was  said.  While  this  conversation 
was  going  on,  I  brought  my  horse  close  up  to  that  of  Miss  Carlyon.  I 
could  not  but  realize  to  myself  that  the  moment  of  our  parting  had  arrived* 
The  thought  sent  a  pang,  such  as  I  had  never  before  felt,  through  my 
heart.  Madeline  herself  looked  grave  and  sad.  Was  it  the  account  of 
her  uncle's  state  of  health  which  made  her  so  1  or  was  it — ^vain  puppy  that 
I  felt  myself— -because  we  were  about  to  part— perhaps  for  ever  f 

How  distant  the  prospect  appeared,  with  the  numberless  vicissitudes  of 
a  sailor^s  life  intervening,  when  we  might  hope  to  meet  again  1  Could 
we  venture  to  indulge  that  hope  1  Should  we  ever  meet )  Should  I  not 
rather  be  prepared  to  part  for  ever  %  I  would  not  allow  myself  to  bo 
overcome  by  a  thought  so  full  of  agony. 

'*  Miss  Carlyon ! "  I  gasped  out,  and  I  drew  my  breath,  while  I  felt  as  if 
I  could  not  litter  another  word. 
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''  Hurricane  Hurry ! "  said  a  low  voice  withia  me,  **  what  are  jon  about  f 
Act  like  A  man  1"  However,  I  did  n(^  feel  a  bit  the  wiser.  *'  Miss 
Carlyon/'  I  began  again,  ''  I  have  ahlioBt  eompletedithe  duty  I  was  sent 
on.  Ton  and  your  aunt  will  «oon  be  within  the  lines  of  General 
Washington's  camp." 

She  looked  very  gravc^  «nd  I  thought  pained.  I  continued :  <'  I  must 
now  return  with  allipeed  to  my  ship,  though — ^though — "  I  could  not  for 
the  life  of  me  ted  words  to  express  what  I  wanted  to  say. 

^'Mr.  Anry  must  be  aware  how  deep  an  obligation  he  has  conr 
femd  «tpon  my  aunt,  and  we  should  have  been  glad  if  we  coxdd  have 
avoided  making  his  duty  irksome,"  said  Miss  Carlyon  in  a  low,  deep 
voice^  while  the  colour  came  into  her  cheeks  for  an  instant  and  then  fled, 
leaving  her  paler  than  before. 

I  was  certain  her  voice  trembled  as  she  uttered  the  last  words. 

"  Irksome  1 "  I  exclaimed.  "  Oh,  Miss  Carlyon,  how  could  you  for  a 
moment  think  sol  It  has  been  the  most  ddightM  duty  I  ever  per* 
formed.  Duty  did  I  call  it  1  It  has  been  unspeakable  joy  and  hap^' 
piness  to  me,  almost  from  the  time  you  came  on  board  my  vessel,  to 
feel  that  I  was  of  service  to  you — ^that  you  were  under  my  care  and 
protection.  Day  after  day  that  feeling  increased,  till  it  has  grown  into' 
a  part  of  my  being.  It  would  be  my  delight  to  feel  that  I  could  spend  my 
life  in  the  same  way.  Why  should  I  conceal  it  1  You  may  not  care  for 
me — ^you  will  return  to  your  own  people,  and  perhaps  scarcely  ever  cast 
a  thought  on  the  rough  sailor  who  is  tossing  about  on  the  wild  ocean ;  but 
he  never,  never  can  forget  the  days  of  intense  happiness  he  has  passed 
in  your  society,  in  watching  your  every  look,  in  serving  you  with  a  true 
and  fiiitiiful  love— in — " 

The  temper  of  the  Hurrys  was  breaking  forth  with  a  vengeance. 

''  Oh  no,  no ;  do  not  say  thosQ  words  !  ^  she  exclaimed  ;  ''I  do— I  do 
regard  you  with — ^with — deeper  feeling  than- 1  ought-  Can  yon  ask  me 
to  say  more  7    But  oh,  Mr.  Hurry,  this  dreadftil  war ! " 

"  Madeline,  the  war  will  end ;  the  timo  will  come  when  you  nuty  be 
mine  ! "  I  exclaimed  vehemently.     "  Willyou^-^wili  you  then  consent  1 " 

**  Mt;  Hurry,  I  will,"  she  answered  calmly.  ''  If  you  come  and  claim 
me,  you  will  find  me  true^ .  Some  women  never  love  mora  than  once* 
Yet  I  will  not  bind  you.     You  have  your  profession  to  occupy  you. 
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Your  family  may  disdain  a  rebel's  child  with  her  property  confiscated. 
You  may  wander  to  all  parts  of  the  world:  you  will  see  numberlc8» 
women — ^many  very  far  superior  to  me — you  may " 

I  interrupted  her  with  a  vehement  exclamation  of  denial  as  to  the 
possibility  of  anything  she  suggested  occurring.  I  need  not  repeat  all  I 
said — all  the  vows  I  uttered.  I  did  not  believe  that  mortal  power  could 
make  me  break  them. 

We  had  remained  somewhat  behind  the  rest  of  the  party  while  Mrs. 
Tarleton  was  speaking  to  the  officer  of  the  picket^  and  Lieutenant  Spinks 
was  gaining  information 'as  to  the  road  we  were  to  take  to  reach  head- 
quarters. It  was  now  time  to  move  on.  Anxious  as  I  was  not  to  part 
from  Madeline  till  the  last  moment,  I  felt  that,  as  an  officer  of  the 
Eoyalist  party,  I  ought  to  offer  to  remain  in  the  outskirts  of  the  camp  ; 
but  to  my  great  satisfaction  Mrs.  Tarleton  at  once  overruled  my  objections. 

**  Our  Mends  will  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  great  service  you  have 
rendered  us,  and  you  will  require  a  few  hours'  rest  at  least  before  you 
commence  your  return  journey,"  she  observed. 

Madeline's  look  I  thought  said,  "  Do  not  go  yet ;"  so  I  agreed  to  the 
proposal  The  marks  of  recent  stnfe  were  sadly  evident  along  the  road 
over  which  we  passed,  in  the  blackened  remains  of  houses,  woods  cut 
down,  and  fences  destroyed. 

We  passed  through  several  other  pickets  till  we  finally  came  to  where 
a  considerable  body  of  troops  were  encamped  within  intrenchments, 
and  with  some  rugged  hills  in  front  Among  the  troops  was  a  corps  of 
fine,  tall,  active-looking  young  men,  whose  uniforms  and  accoutrements 
were  in  the  most  perfect  order.  Accustomed  as  I  had  been  to  see  the 
ill-clothed,  various-sized,  undisciplined  militia^  I  was  particularly  struck 
by  their  appearance. 

"  Those  are  General  Washington's  guards,"  observed  Mrs.  Tarleton. 
''He  bas  much  need  of  such  men;  for,  though  prizing  the  lives  of  those 
under  him,  he  is  sadly  careless  of  his  own.  He  himself  is,  I  do  not 
doubt,  not  far  off." 

We  had  not  ridden  a  hundred  yards  when  we  saw  before  us  a  group 
of  mounted  officers  in  handsome  uniforms,  with  plumes  nodding  and 
arms  glittering.  I  had  somehow  or  other  pictured  to  myself  the  rebel 
generals  as  a  dingy-looking  set^  like  the  Covenanters  of  old,  or  Cromwell's 
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Invincibles,  and  I  could  scarcely  persuade  myself  that  those  I  saw  were 
officers  of  the  enemy's  army.  Among  them  rode  one  whom  the  eye 
could  not  fail  to  single  out  from  the  rest — tall,  handsome,  and  graceful — 
the  noble  expression  of  his  countenance  showed  that  he  had  the  right  to 
command.  I  was  struck,  too,  with  the  way  in  which  he  managed  his 
horse,  and  sat  on  his  saddle.  He  was  an  enemy  and  a  r^bel ;  but  for  the 
life  of  me  I  could  not  help  pulling  ofT  my  hat  and  bowing  low,  when, 
as  he  saw  Mrs.  Tarleton,  he  rode  forward  to  greet,  her.  I  guessed 
he  could  be  no  other  than  the  renowned  chief,  General  Washington. 
Among  the  officers  were  Generals  Sullivan,  Wayne,  and  Woodford  ; 
Lord  Stirling,  a  gallant  Scotchman,  who  in  spite  of  his  rank  had  joined 
the  patriots ;  the  noble  Frenchman,  the  Marquis  Lafayette,  and  his 
veteran  German  friend  the  Baron  Do  Kalb ;  as  also  Generals  Irvine, 
Heed,  and  other  native  officers.  Their  appearance  was  very  military, 
but  I  had  no  eye  for  any  one  but  the  commander-in-chief.  He  bowed 
to  Madeline,  and  took  Mrs.  Tarleton's  hand  in  a  most  kind  and  cour- 
teous manner,  while  his  voice  as  he  spoke  was  gentle  and  melodious. 

"  I  gladly  welcome  you  to  our  camp,  madam,  deeply  as  I  mourn  the 
cause  which  has  brought  you  here.  Tour  gallant  brother  is  still  with 
us.  One  of  my  aides-de-camp  will  conduct  you  to  his  quarters.  You 
will,  I|  fear,  Und  Colonel  Hallet  much  changed.  He  should  long  ago 
have  retired  from  active  duty,  but  his  patriotism  overcame  all  suggestions 
of  prudence.  I  would  that  all  who  advocate  the  independence  of  our 
country  were  like  him  I" 

Mrs.  Tarleton  made  a  brief  answer.  She  was  anxious  to  hurry  to  her 
brother.  A  short  conversation,  however,  first  ensued  between  her  and 
the  general,  which  I  did  not  overhear;  then, .calling  me  up,  she  intro- 
duced me  formally  and  explained  who  I  was.  General  Washington 
received  me  in  the  frankest  manner. 

"  I  am  happy  to  welcome  one  who  has  been  of  so  much  service  to 
those  I  highly  esteem,  and  Mr.  Hurry  may  be  assured  that  he  will  find 
none  but  friends  as  long  as  he  thinks  fit  to  remain  in  this  camp.'' 

I  made  a  suitable  reply,  regretting  that  duty  must  summon  mo  so 
speedily  away. 

"  Perhaps  you  will  have  reason  to  alter  your  intention,"  said  Mrs. 
Tarleton  with  marked  emphasis.      "I  will  make  you  known  to  Lord 
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Stirling  and  other  friends ;  they  may  have  more  sacceas  than  I  have  had 
in  proving  to  you  which  is  the  right  side  of  the  question." 

Madeline  looked  at  me^  and  I  thought  she  seemed  to  say,  "  Oh,  I 
wish  they  may  succeed !" 

Gkneral  Washington  simply  remarked,  "  At  all  events,  Mr.  Hurry  is 
welcome  here  as  long  as  he  stays  with  us.  I  hope  to  hare  the  pleasure 
of  his  company  at  dinner  to-day." 

Several  of  the  other  officers  came  forward  and  spoke  to  me  very 
kindly,  and  by  the  general's  directions  a  junior  aide-de-camp  attached 
himself  to  me,  while  another  accompanied  Mrs.  Tarleton  and  her  niece 
to  Colonel  Hallet's  quarters. 

As  they  rode  away  I  could  do  no  more  than  take  a  hurried  and 
formal  farewell  of  them  both — I  dared  scarcely  hope  that  I  should  be  able 
to  see  them  again.  Lieutenant  Spinks  had  several  friends  in  the  camp, 
with  one  of  whom  he  intended  to  take  up  his  quarters.  He  psumed 
to  can  for  me  if  I  persisted  in  my  resolution  to  commaaee  our  return 
journey  on  the  following  day.  I  found  Captain  J>0tiglas,  the  officer  in 
whose  charge  I  was  placed,  a  very  pleasiag,  gentlemanly  man.  To  avoid 
giving  any  cause  of  suspidioi,  I  re&ained  from  moving  about  without 
first  asking  him  if  I  could  walk  in  that  direction,  and  I  thus  soon  gained 
iiifl  fjood  opinion,  as  he  fully  appreciated  the  motive  of  my  conduct. 

As  the  dinner-hour  approached  he  took  me  to  his  tent,  where  I  might 
get  rid  of  the  dust  of  my  journey.  It  was  pitched  close  to  a  farm-house 
occupied  by  the  general  A  bam  attached  to  the  fum-house,  and  hastily 
fitted  up,  served  as  a  dining-hall  and  council-chamber.  Here  a  number 
of  officers,  mostly  generals  and  colonels,  were  assembled.  I,  a  midship- 
man, felt  very  small  among  them ;  and  certainly  the  attention  which 
was  paid  me  by  so  many  great  people  was  well  calculated  to  turn  my 
head.  However,  I  was  wide  awake  enough  to  know  that  all  is  not  gold 
that  glitters.  From  what  I  had  previously  heard,  and  from  what  I  saw 
when  passing  through  the  camp,  I  could  not  help  discovering  that  the 
American  forces  were  in  many  respects  in  a  very  bad  condition,  ill-fed 
and  worse  clothed.  Whole  corps  were  in  a  very  ragged  state,  and  some 
were  ahuost  shoeless,  and  entirely  stockingless.  Tlus  in  the  summer 
was  bad  enough,  but  with  winter  coming  on,  it  was  enough  to  disorganize 
the  whole  army. 
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Tho  feast  to  wbicli  I  had  been  invited  was,  considering  the  state  of 
afiairs  I  have  described,  a  very  grand  one.  Every  one  was  in  good 
spirits,  and  laughed  and  talked  with  the  greatest  freedom.  I  could 
scarcely  believe  that  these  were  the  men  who  had  lately  been  engaged  in 
a  deadly  strife,  and  might  any  moment  be  called  out  to  give  battle  to  a 
well-disciplined  and  fierce  enemy.  The  provisions  were  somewhat  coarse, 
and  probably  not  cooked  by  the  most  experienced  of  artists ;  but  I  had 
been  accustomed  to  meet  with  much  worse  at  sea^  so  that  I  did  not  think 
much  about  the  matter.  Toasts  were  drunk,  healths  were  pledged,  and 
I  was  frequently  invited  to  take  wine  by  the  officers  present,  although 
some  looked  at  me,  I  thought  with  eyes  rather  askance,  as  if  they  did  not 
quite  approve  of  an  officer  of  the  opposite  cause  being  at  large  in  the  camp. 

The  party,  however,  did  not  sit  long  after  dinner,  and  when  it  broke 
up,  Douglas  took  me  with  him  to  his  tent.  "  Come,  we  will  have  a  cup 
of  coffee  together  before  you  turn  in,"  said  he,  as  we  sat  down ;  "  I  have 
a  French  servant  who  understands  cooking  it  better  than  any  man  I  ever 
met.  You  shall  have  at  the  same  time  a  pipe  of  the  true  Virginia  weed. 
Ko  one  produces  better  than  does  our  general  on  his  estate ;  and  this  he 
gave  to  me  as  being  some  of  the  very  best  he  ever  saw." 

I  found  9iy  friend's  encomiums  were  fully  justified  by  the  excellence 
of  the  tobacco ;  nor  was  his  coffee  to  be  despised.  Several  officers  looked 
ia  Accaaionalljy  jund  wa  had  a  vary  pleasant  eveniiig.  They  were^  how- 
ever, at  last  hurriedly  summoned  off,  and  I  threw  myself  down  on  tho 
camp  bedstead  my  host  had  prepared  for  my  use. 

Weary  as  I  was  I  could  not  sleep.  Something  I  was  certain  was  going 
forward.  More  than  once  my  ear  caught  the  not  very  distant  rattle  of 
musketry  and  the  roar  of  cannon,  and  I  could  not  help  fearing  that  tho 
camp  itself  might  be  the  object  of  attack,  and  that  Mrs.  Tarleton  and 
Madeline  might  be  involved  in  the  confusion  which  must  ensue,  and 
perhaps  exposed  to  greater  danger  than  any  they  had  yet  escaped.  I 
considered  how  I  could  find  means  of  being  of  service  to  th^m.  Un- 
happily I  did  not  know  my  way  to  Colonel  Hallet's  quarters,  and  should 
the  necessity  I  apprehended  arrive,  I  was  not  likely  to  find  anybody  to 
guide  me  to  them. 

Douglas  had  gone  out ;  I  felt  that  I  ought  not  to  leave  the  tent  till 
his  return,  as  I  might  very  naturally,  by  wandering  about,  have  thereby 
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exposed  myself  to  the  suspicion  of  some  sinister  motive ;  so  I  lay  still, 
eagerly  listening  that  I  might  make  a  guess  at  the  way  things  were  going 
by  the  sounds  which  reached  my  ears.  I^ow  and  then  there  was  a 
roll  of  a  drum— now  a  bugle  sounded — then  the  distant  report  of  a 
field-piece,  and  next,  a  whole  volley  of  musketry.  I  sat  up  with  my 
arm  resting  on  my  pillow,  ready  to  spring  to  my  feet  at  a  moment's 
notice.  I  felt  very  sad.  I  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  not  seeing 
Madeline  again ;  and  even  should  I  see  her,  I  knew  that  I  must  be 
prepared  to  part  from  her  for  an  indefinite  period — for  many  long 
years  perhaps.     How  changed  might  she  and  I  be  by  that  time ! 

"  It  will  not  do  to  indulge  in  these  thoughts,''  I  exclaimed,  passing  the 
palm  of  my  hand  to  my  brow ;  "  they  will  unman  me,  or  make  me  turn 
traitor.  Traitor !  ay,  that's  the  word.  I  must  throw  no  false  gloss  over  it. 
Deserter— a  wretch,  false  to  his  flag!  No,  no;  she  herself  would  despise 
me.  These  men  now  in  arms  around  me  have  never  sworn  allegiance  to 
their  sovereign ;  they  have  been  forced  into  rebellion  by  ill-treatment  and  in- 
justice, by  numberless  insults.  I  should  have  no  such  excuse.  If  I  unite  my- 
seK  to  them  it  will  be  for  my  own  gratification  alone.  No,  no,  I'U  not  do  it." 

I  must  confess  that  many  such  discussions  as  this  I  had  in  my  own 
mind  at  this  period,  but  I  resisted  the  tempter  in  whatever  form  ho 
came.  The  firing  ceased ;  still  I  listened,  expecting  it  to  recommence. 
At  length  Douglas  returned : — 

"  An  affair  of  outposts,"  he  remarked  carelessly.  "  You  were  disturbed 
by  the  firing.  Howe's  army  is  somewhat  near  at  hand.  He  wishes 
to  draw  us  into  the  lower  ground,  but  General  Washington  knows 
the  strength  of  our  position,  and  the  advantage  it  gives  us,  too  well 
to  be  tempted  out  of  it.  The  enemy  has  retired;  you  may  rest  in 
quiet  for  the  remainder.of  the  night." 

By  dnylight  all  the  camp  was  astir.  Lieutenant  Spinks  soon  made 
his  appearance.  He  looked  pale,  but  said  that  his  wound  did  not 
hurt  him,  and  that  he  should  be  able  to  accompany  me  if  I  was 
ready  to  commence  our  return  journey.  I  had  no  excuse  to  offer  to 
myseK  for  delay,  but  every  reason  for  getting  back  to  my  vessel.  I 
however  frankly  told  Captain  Douglas  that  I  wished  to  bid  farewell 
to  the  ladies  I  had  escorted  to  the  camp.  I  have  an  idea  that  he 
suspected  how  matters  stood. 
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"  We  will  ride  to  Colonel  Hallef#  quarters  directly  after  breakfast,''  he 
answered  promptlj.  "Bj  that  time  they  may  be  ready  to  receive 
you." 

Spinks  promised  in  the  interval  to  get  the  horses  and  servants  pre- 
pared for  the  journey. 

A  frugal  and  somewhat  hurried  meal  overi  I  set  out  with  Captain 
Douglas.  A  ride  of  upwards  of  a  mile  over  exceedingly  rugged  groimd 
brought  us  to  a  hamlet  of  log  huts.  I  remarked  on  the  way  the  inac- 
cessible nature  of  the  ground,  and  saw  the  wisdom  of  Washington  in 
holding  it.  I  made  no  remark  in  reference  to  this,  but  we  talked  freely 
on  various  topics  not  immediately  connected  with  the  war.  My  heart 
beat  quick  as  my  companion  pointed  out  a  long  low  hut,  and  remarked, — 

**  There  lies  poor  Hallet,  and  I  fear  that  he  will  never  leave  the  place 
alive." 

The  waUs  of  the  building  consisted  of  long  rough  trunks  of  trees  piled 
one  on  the  other,  the  ends  fitting  at  the  angles  together,  and  a  scoop  made 
in  the  lower  log  to  admit  the  convex  part  of  the  upper  one.  I^ot  that  I 
remarked  this  at  the  time ;  all  my  thoughts  were  occupied  with  what 
was  to  occur.  Douglas  went  to  the  door.  It  was  opened  by  a  soldier. 
After  a  minute's  delay  he  beckoned  to  me  to  follow  him.  In  a  small 
roughly-boarded  room  sat  Mrs.  Tarleton  and  her  niece.  They  rose,  and 
the  former  took  me  cordially  by  the  hand, — 

*'  Again  I  must  thank  you  for  enabling  me  to  reach  my  poor  brother  in 
time  to  find  him  alive,"  she  said  in  a  moumfol  voice. 

I  of  course  expressed  my  satis&ction  of  being  of  use,  and  looked  to 
see  what  Madeline  would  say.  I  had  taken  her  hand.  She  forgot  to 
withdraw  it. 

*'  Indeed,  indeed  we  are  grateful,"  she  uttered  in  a  low  Toice. 

She  could  not  trust  herself  to  say  more.  I  would  have  given  much 
to  have  been  alone  with  her,  but  I  saw  no  chance  of  this.  Perhaps  it 
was  better  as  it  was.  What  she  herself  wished  I  could  not  telL  Mrs. 
Tarleton  showed  no  intention  of  leaving  the  room.  I  longed  to  say  a 
great  deal,  but  I  felt  tongue-tied.  Captain  Douglas  had  but  little  time  to 
spare.  He  looked  at  his  watch.  I  saw  that  I  could  no  longer  delay.  I 
bade  farewell  to  Mrs.  Tarleton.  Madeline  came  to  the  door  of  the  hut  I 
took  her  hand — ^it  trembled  in  mine : — 
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'*  Oil !  Mr.  Huny,"  sho  said  in  a  low,  faltering  Yoice,  "  I  will  neTer, 
never  foiget  you." 

Douglas  had  thrown  himself  on  his  horse.  I  leaped  on  mine  and  had 
to  follow  him  at  a  gallop.  Madeline  was  still  standing  at  the  door  of  the 
hut  when  a  rocky  height  hid  it  from  my  view.  Spinks  was  in  readiness 
for  a  start  with  Caractacus  and  Sambo.  We  soon  left  the  camp  of  the 
American  army  &r  behind,  and  pushed  on  for  the  Delaware.  We  crossed 
it  some  way  up,  for  the  British  forces  were  now  in  possession  of  both 
banks  for  a  considerable  distance  above  Philadelphia.  That  city  remained 
entirely  in  their  hands.  An  attack  had,  however,  I  found  from  Spinks, 
been  planned  by  the  American  generals  to  retake  it,  but  had  been 
abandoned  by  Washington  on  account  of  the  great  loss  of  life  it  would 
have  entailed. 

In  spite,  however,  of  the  general  want  of  success  of  the  patriots  in  the 
south,  their  spirits  were  raised,  and  their  determination  increased  to 
hold  out  by  news  of  the  surrender  of  General  Buigoyne  and  his  entire 
army  to  General  Gates  at  Saratoga^  as  well  as  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  several  forts  on  the  Hudson,  and  the  abandonment  of  a 
marauding  expedition  up  that  river  from  New  York.  We  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  Delaware  without  impediment;  but  we  had  no  little 
difficulty,  at  times,  to  avoid  falling  in  with  the  troops  of  the  con* 
tending  parties.  Once  or  twice  we  had  to  gallop  very  hard  to  get  out  of 
their  way.  As  Spinks  observed,  "  It  would  be  very  disagreeable  to  be 
hung  up  as  spies  before  we  had  time  to  explain  who  we  were.''  In  spite 
of  his  weakness,  he,  poor  feUow,  bore  up  manfully,  and  I  was  truly  sorry 
to  part  from  him.  At  length  we  came  in  sight  of  Little  Egg  Eiver,  and, 
to  my  very  great  satisfaction,  I  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  tender,  directly 
opposite  Mr.  Plowden's  house.  I  rode  up  to  the  door  to  restore  him  his 
horses,  and  to  return  bim  my  thanks  for  their  loan.  He  most  kindly 
pressed  me  to  remain  a  day  with  him,  but  I  was  anxious  to  be  on 
board  my  vessel  and  once  more  at  sea.  Three  cheers  greeted  me  as 
I  got  alongside.  Not  a  man  had  deserted,  and  Grampus  gave  me  a 
favourable  account  of  the  behaviour  of  aU  hands.  The  tide  and  wind 
were  fiur  for  us.  The  anchor  was  hove  up  and  sail  was  made.  It 
was  fortunate  that  I  had  not  delayed.  Scarcely  were  we  under  weigh 
when,  through  my  glass,  I  saw    a  considerable  body  of  troops  wi& 
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some  light  artilleiy  march  down  to  the  beach.  I  doubted  much 
whether  Mr.  Plowden  could  have  protected  me.  One  or  two  shots 
came  flying  after  us  to  make  us  heave-to,  but  the  wind  freshened.  The 
little  vessel  glided  swiftly  on,  till  once  more  she  bounded  freely  over  the 
blue  ocean.  As  I  inhaled  the  fresh  sea  air  I  felt  happier  than  I  had  done 
for  many  a  day.  I  trimmed  sails  and  stood  away  to  the  northward  to 
rejoin  the  admiral  off  Newport 
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CHAPTER  XHL 

Rhode  IsUnd.^Sent  to  aMut  "Syren"  and  transport.— -Frigate blows  np.~Take  a  pra«. 
—Grampus  in  charge. — Tender  on  her  beam  ends.— Join  Sir  Peter  Parker  on  board 
**  Bristol."— My  old  messmates.— Appointed  as  lieutenant  to  the  '* Chameleon"  and 
then  to  the*'  CameL"— Sail  for  Gulf  of  Florida.— Fever.— War  with  France.— Once 
more  at  Jamaica. 

I  GAVE  the  land  a  wide  berth,  thereby  getting  fine  weather,  and  with  a 
fair  breeze  had  a  quick  run  for  Ehode  Island.  I  brought  up  close  to  the 
flag-ship,  and  hurried  on  board  to  make  a  report  of  such  of  my  proceed- 
ings as  I  thought.it  incumbent  on  me  to  inform  the  admiral  about.  He 
was  pleased  to  approve  of  all  I  had  done,  but  when  I  mehtioned  the 
ladies,  he  looked  hard  at  me  as  if  he  had  read  my  secret. 

"  You*U  not  wish  to  be  idle,  I  know.  Give  your  vessel  a  refit,  and  I 
shall  have  work  for  you  before  long,''  said  he  with,  I  thought,  a  significant 
look. 

I  accordingly  ran  into  harbour,  hove  the  tender  down,  and  in  three 
days  was  ready  for  sea,  when  I  received  orders  to  accompany  his 
Majesty's  ships,  "Flora,"  "Lark"  and  "Lady  Parker"  tender  to  the 
assistance  of  the  "  Syren "  frigate,  which  with  a  transport  had  run  on 
shore  at  Point  Judith,  the  people  being  made  prisoners  by  the  rebels. 

At  ten  o'clock  at  night  we,  with  the  two  fi^igates,  dropped  anchor  about 
two  miles  off  shore,  having  the  wrecked  ships  just  inside  of  us.  We 
were  not  long  allowed  to  remain  in  quietness  before  we  were  discovered 
by  the  enemy,  who  commenced  a  hot  fire  on  usfix>m  three  eighteen- 
pounders.  As  it  was  important  not  to  allow  the  enemy  to  increase 
their  force,  four  of  our  boats  were  instantly  manned  ready  to  proceed 
to  the  attack.  The  first  lieutenant  of  the  "Chatham"  was  sent  in 
command  oi  them,  and  each  officer  was  furnished  with  a  supply  of 
combustibles,  with  directions  to  heave  them  on  board  the  ships,  so  as 
to  blow  them  up  without  delay.  The  first  lieutenant  of  the  "Flora" 
had  charge  of  the  second  boat,  the  second  of  the  "  Lark  "   the   third, 
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and  I  commanded  the  fourth.  We  were  all  ready  by  eleven  o'clock, 
when  we  pulled  away  towards  the  "  Syren."  There  was  no  use  to  attempt 
concealment,  for  we  were  conscious  that  our  motions  were  narrowly 
watched ;  and  this  was  proved  when  we  approached  the  shore,  for  we 
were  welcomed  with  a  very  warm  salute  of  big  guns  and  small-aims, 
the  musket-baUs  and  round-shot  rattling  round  us  in  a  £eff  from 
pleasant  manner.  To  add  to  the  difiSculties  to  be  encountered,  a  heavy 
sea  was  running,  which  washed  up  alongside  the  stranded  frigate^  and 
created  a  considerable  risk  of  causing  the  boats  to  be  stove  in. 

"  Pull  away,  my  hearties,  pull  away!"  sang  out  our  gallant  commanding 
officer.  "  We'll  make  a  short  business  of  the  work  in  hand  when  we 
once  get  alongside." 

He  was  as  good  as  his  word  In  spite  of  the  iron  and  leaden  shower 
which  rattled  around  us,  we  dashed  on.  The  masts  had  gofie  by  the 
board,  but  had  been  secured,  and  by  this  means  a  stage  had  been  formed 
leading  from  the  ship  to  the  shore.  Along  this  stage  the  enemy,  till  we 
drew  near,  wore  busily  engaged  in  carrying  oJBf  the  stores  and  provisions 
out  of  the  ship.  When  they  saw  us  coming  they  gave  up  the  work  and 
poured  instead  a  number  of  armed  men  on  board.  The  bowmen  stood 
ready,  boat-hooks  in  hand,  to  hook  on  as  the  sea  sent  us  surging 
alongside.  When  out  boats  rose  to  the  top  of  the  waves  we  tumbled 
in  on  deck  through  the  ports,  with  our  cutlasses  in  our  teeth  and  all 
sorts  of  combustibles  under  our  arms.  The  enemy  did  not  like  our 
looks,  and  as  retreat  was  open  to  them  they  could  not  resist  the  temp- 
tation of  taking  advantage  of  it ;  so  when  we  appeared  through  some  of 
the  headmost  ports,  they  retired  over  the  stern.  To  set  fire  to  our 
grenades  and  other  fiery  engines  of  destruction,  and  to  heave  them 
down  below  and  to  scatter  them  fore  and  aft,  was  the  work  of  little  more 
than  a  minute.  The  enemy  scarcely  understood  what  we  were  about, 
or  they  would  have  tried  to  interrupt  our  proceedings.  The  effect  of 
our  combustibles  was  very  rapid.  A  number  of  inflammable  things  were 
scattered  about ;  they  at  once  caught  fire,  and  thick  wreaths  of  smoke, 
followed  by  fierce  flames,  darted  upwards  on  every  side. 

"To  the  boats !  to  the  boats  !"  sang  out  our  commander. 

It  was  time  indeed  to  be  into  them,  for  the  fiery  element  was  already 
BUirounding  many  of  the  guns,  which^  being  shotted,  were  going  off  as 
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the  touch-holes  became  heated.  Almost  enveloped  in  wreaths  of  smoke 
and  fiercely  ciackling  flames,  we  rushed  to  the  ports,  aware  that  any 
moment  the  ship  might  blow  up  and  carry  us  high  into  the  air.  Ex- 
plosion after  explosion  followed  each  other  in  rapid  succession,  giving 
us  warning  of  what  might  occur.  Our  gallant  leader  got  dreadfully 
burned.  I  saw  him  just  as  he  was  about  to  fall,  I  feared,  into  the 
flames.  I  grasped  his  arm,  and  together  we  leaped  into  the  first  boat 
we  saw  alongside. 

''All  hands  quit  the  ship!''  he  shouted,  before  he  would  allow  the  boat 
to  shove  off. 

No  one,  we  were  assured,  was  left  behind.  It  was  time  to  be  free  of 
her.  Glad  enough  we  were  to  pull  away,  and  we  soon  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  the  other  three  boats  free  of  the  ship  and  pulling  out  to  sea. 
Several  of  the  crew  of  the  boat  had  once  belonged  to  the  "  Syren." 

''  There  goes  the  old  girl.  She  deserved  a  better  fate,"  they  exclaimed, 
as  they  watched  the  conflagration.  "  She  keeps  up  her  spirits  to  the  last, 
though,"  they  added,  as  her  guns  were  discharged  one  after  the  other  in 
rapid  succession — some  of  them  doing,  I  suspect,  some  damage  on  shore, 
towards  which  their  muzades  were  pointed.  We  were  saved  the  trouble 
of  destroying  the  transport,  for  by  some  means  or  other  she  had 
caught  fire,  and  before  the  enemy  could  get  on  board  to  put  it  out 
or  to  save  any  of  her  stores,  she  had  burnt  to  the  water's  edge.  The 
enemy  kept  popping  away  at  us  while  we  pulled  off  from  the  shore,  for 
the  light  of  the  burning  frigate  falling  on  the  boats*  sides  made  us 
tolerably  conspicuous  taigets.  However,  we  kept  the  ship  as  much  as 
possible  between  us  and  the  rebels,  and  as  they  were  likewise  not  parti- 
cularly good  shots,  we  escaped  with  a  very  trifling  amount  of  damage.  In- 
deed, I  should,  before  I  had  had  experience  in  the  matter,  have  believed  it 
scarcely  possible  that  so  much  powder  and  shot  could  have  been  expended 
with  so  small  a  result.  One  man  got  a  flesh-wound  in  the  right  arm,  and 
another  had  his  head  grazed,  while  the  boats  were  struck  not  more  than 
half-a-dozen  times  in  alL  Suddenly  the  firing  ceased.  There  was  a 
perfect  silence.  Then  the  flames  from  the  frigate  seemed  to  bum  brighter 
than  ever,  and  it  appeared  as  if  the  whole  blazing  mass  was  lifted  bodily 
up  into  the  air  like  a  huge  sky-rocket.  Fragments  of  masts  and  spars 
and  planks  darted  above  the  rest,  and  then,  scattering  around,  very  quickly 
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again  came  hissing  down  into  the  water.  A  deep  groan  escaped  the 
bosoms  of  many  of  our  men.  There  was  no  cheering— no  sound  of 
exultation.  An  old  Mend  had  been  destroyed ;  they  monmed  for  her, 
though  they  themselves  had  assisted  in  her  destruction.  War,  and  what 
war  produces,  is  at  the  best  very  horrid  work*  I  cannot,  eyen  now,  think 
over  all  the  havock  and  destruction  we,  as  was  our  duty,  were  the  means 
of  producing,  without  feelings  of  regret  and  shame. 

It  was  nearly  midnight  when  I  got  back  to  my  craft  The  signal  was 
soon  afterwards  made  to  weigh  anchor,  when  we  made  sail  towards  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour.  There  had  been  a  stifiOsh  breeze  all  the  time  we 
had  been  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the  "  Syren,"  but  it  had  now 
come  on  to  blow  yery  hard,  and  the  night  was  extremely  dark.  The 
schooner's  head  was  off  shore,  and,  overcome  with  fatigue,  I  had  just 
thrown  myself  on  a  locker,  with  my  clothes  on,  to  snatch  a  few  moments' 
sleep,  when  Tom  Bockets  roused  me  up  with  the  infoimation  that  a  strange 
sail  was  crossing  our  bows.  I  instantly  sprang  on  deck,  and,  catching 
sight  of  the  stranger,  put  up  the  hebn  in  chase.  Away  we  flew  through 
the  hissing,  heaving  seas  after  her,  shrouded  in  a  mass  of  foam.  I  asked 
Grampus  what  he  thought  her. 

"  A  sdxooner,  sir.  When  I  first  saw  her  there  was  no  doubt  of  it,'' 
was  his  answer.    "An  enemy's  coaster." 

Just  as  he  spoke,  a  gleam  of  light  breaking  through  the  clouds  showed 
us  the  chase  right  ahead.  8he  had  now  very  little  chance  of  escaping 
from  us.  We  were  coming  up  with  her  hand-over^hand.  As  we  drew 
near  I  fired  one  of  our  bow-chasers.  StUl  she  held  on,  so  I  fired  another, 
and  this  time  with  some  effect,  for  she  at  once  put  down  her  helm  and 
hauled  her  fore-sail  to  windward.  The  tender  had  a  jolly-boat  belong- 
ing to  her.  I  jumped  into  it  with  Tom  Bockets  and  another  hand,  and 
soon  stood  in  safety  on  the  deck  of  the  prize.  She  had,  I  saw,  a  number 
of  hands  on  board,  and  I  felt  somewhat  surprised  that  they  did  not 
bundle  me  and  my  two  hands  into  the  boat^  and  tell  us  to  go  back  whence 
we  had  come.  She  wasy  however,  only  a  quiet  honest  trader,  so  her 
master  affirmed,  from  Bedford,  bound  to  Connecticut  with  fish  and  oiL 
On  counting  her  people,  I  found  that  she  mustered  sixteen  in  all — stout, 
fierce-looking  fellows.  Some  two  or  three  of  them  said  they  were  lands- 
men, and  one  hailed  as  a  Quaker  and  a  non-combatant,  but  I  did  not  like 
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the  looks  of  any  of  them.  I  sent  Eockets  to  the  helm,  and  told  him  to 
keep  the  prize  under  the  lee  of  the  tender.  I  found  that  the  schooner 
liad  a  large  boat  on  board.  I  accordingly  ordered  the  crew  to  lower  her 
into  the  water. 

"  Now,  my  lads,"  said  I,  "  tumble  into  her  yourselvesj  and  make  the 
best  of  your  way  to  the  shore.  It  is  a  dark  night,  and  not  very  pleasant 
weather,  I  own,  but  it  is  either  that  or  a  prison,  you  know." 

Before  I  had  done  speaking  the  rebels  had  begun  to  launch  the  boat, 
too  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  getting  on  shore  to  consider  the  danger 
they  must  run  in  reaching  it.  The  Quaker,  howeyer,  did  not  appear  at 
all  to  relish  the  trip,  and  protested  vehemently  against  being  thus  uncere- 
moniously sent  adrift.  He  protested  that  he  was  as  quiet  as  a  lamb,  and 
that  he  would  obey  my  orders  as  strictly  as  if  he  had  taken  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  King  Geoige.  I  told  him  that  might  be,  but  that 
''necessity  has  no  law  greater  than  itself."  Then  he  assured  me  that  he 
was  a  non-combatant ;  that  to  fight  was  against  his  principles,  and  that 
he  would  not  dream  of  lifting  a  finger  against  any  man. 

"  I  dare  say  not,  friend,"  I  answered,  "  but  you  wouldn't  mind  boring 
a  hole  in  a  ship's  bottom  and  letting  her  go  down,  or  setting  fire  to  her,  and 
letting  her  blow  up  with  all  hands  on  board,  provided  you  could  make 
your  escape  unhurt,  eh?" 

I  saw  that  I  had  by  chance  hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head,  and  that  he 
had,  some  time  or  other,  done  the  very  thing  I  suggested.  He  said 
nothing  further.  Still  he  evidently  did  not  like  being  turned  adrift  in 
the  boat.  I,  however,  was  inexorable.  The  enemy  had  so  frequently 
retaken  vessels  which  had  been  captured  from  them,  that  I  was,  I  own, 
afraid  to  trust  any  of  the  prisoners  I  had  just  made.  I  accordingly 
bundled  the  Quaker  in  with  the  rest.  I  must  own  that  I  acted  a  harsh 
part.  It  turned  out  a  terrible  night.  It  was  blowing  very  fresh,  and  there 
was  a  heavy  sea  running,  while  it  was  more  than  usually  dark.  I  scarcely 
reflected  at  the  time  on  the  dreadful  risk  to  which  I  was  exposing  the  poor 
fellows.  In  vain  I  afterwards  endeavoured  to  discover  what  became  of 
them.  They  might  have  reached  the  shore  in  safety,  or  been  picked  up 
by  some  friendly  vessel ;  but  they  might  have  been  run  down,  or  their 
boat  might  have  been  swamped,  and  they  all  might  have  perished  miser- 
ably. 1  pray  they  might  have  escaped.  If  not,  their  deaths  were  at  my  door. 
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Afl  soon  as  the  prisoners  had  shoved  off,  I  sent  the  boat  back  to  the 
tender,  and  Grampus  and  two  men  returned  in  her. 

"  Grampus,"  said  I,  "  I  put  you  in  charge  of  this  craft.  I  hope  that 
it  is  not  the  last  of  which  you  will  get  command." 

He  pulled  the  front  lock  of  his  hair  when  I  made  him  this  speech,  and 
looked  round  with  a  glance  which  showed  that  he  did  not  oyer  highly 
appreciate  the  honour. 

"  m  try  to  get  her  into  harbour,  sir,  at  all  events,"  he  answered,  as  I 
stepped  into  the  boat,  and  not  without  difficulty  returned  to  the  tender, 
when,  with  my  prize,  I  again  made  sail  for  Ehode  Island.  An  hour  after- 
wards I  captured  a  whale-boat,  from  Connecticut  to  Bedford,  with  four  hogs- 
heads of  salt  As  I  could  spare  no  people  to  man  her,  after  making  the 
prisoners  come  on  board,  I  took  her  in  tow.  I  was  in  hopes  of  carrying  her 
into  harbour,  but  it  soon  came  on  to  blow  harder  than  ever,  and  before 
long  I  had  the  dissatis&ction  to  find  that  I  had  towed  the  prize  under 
water,  and,  to  avoid  any  mishap  to  ourselves,  I  had  quickly  to  cut  her  adrift. 
When  the  morning  broke,  so  heavy  a  gale  was  blowing  that,  being  unable 
to  reach  Ehode  Island,  I  bore  away  for  the  Seaconnet  Passage,  making  a 
signal  to  my  prize  to  do  the  same.  We  reached  it  not  without  difficulty. 
I  was  well  content  to  drop  my  anchor  not  far  from  his  M^yesty's  ship 
"  Kingfisher,"  which  I  found  lying  there.  Grampus  came  in  soon  after, 
and  brought  up  near  me.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  sure  that  his  ground 
tackle  was  good.  He  answered,  "Pretty  well,"  but  he  wished  that  it  were 
better.  An  officer  from  the  "Kingfisher"  soon  after  came  on  board, 
and  advised  us  to  look  to  our  cables,  for  it  was  coming  on  to  blow  harder 
than  ever.  The  caution  was  not  needed.  I  had  done  all  I  could  to 
secure  the  tender,  and  she  seemed  well  able  to  ride  out  the  gale.  The 
prize,  however,  I  saw  was  labouring  heavily.  I  watched  her  anxiously, 
both  on  my  own  account  and  that  of  Grampus  and  the  men  with  Imn. 

At  noon,  just  as  I  was  leaving  the  deck,  I  heard  an  exclamation  &om 
Sockets,  which  made  me  pop  my  head  pretty  rapidly  up  the  companion- 
hatch,  and,  looking  to  leeward,  I  saw  my  prize,  amid  a  mass  of  foam, 
driving  away  at  headlong  speed  towards  the  enemy's  shore.  To  help  her 
was  impossible.  I  was  more  sorry  at  the  thought  of  losing  Grampus  than 
of  anything  else.  Even  should  he  and  his  companions  escape  with  their 
lives,  they  would,  at  all  events,  be  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  and  I 
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might  chance  never  to  meet  my  old  follower  again.  First  one  cable 
parted/ then  another.  Grampus  made  sail  as  quickly  as  he  could,  but  he 
could  only  show  a  very  small  amount  of  canvas  with  the  gale  there  was 
then  blowing.  I  watched  the  schooner  anxiously  through  my  glass. 
Tom  Eockets  stood  by  my  side,  as  eager  about  her  as  I  was.  On  she 
drove.     She  appeared  to  be  almost  among  the  breakers. 

"  She's  lost,  sir,  ehe*s  lost  I"  exclaimed  Tom. 

"  No,  no,"  said  I,  taking  another  glance.  "  Grampus  is  handling  her 
like  a  good  seaman,  as  he  is.  She  keeps  her  luff,  and  is  shooting  out 
again  into  clear  water.  Hurrah  !  Well  done,  Grampus !  She  stands  up 
to  her  canvas  bmvely.  She  is  making  for  Fogland  Ferry.  If  she  cames 
nothing  away  she  will  reach  it  too." 

Such  were  the  exclamations  to  which  I  gave  utterance  as  I  watched  the 
progress  of  the  prize.  More  than  once  she  appeared  to  be  nearing  the 
land,  and  I  thought  that  I  could  make  out  people  following  her  course, 
ready  to  take  possession  of  her  should  she  drift  on  shore.  Then,  again, 
she  stood  off  clear  of  danger,  and  at  length  disappeared  in  the  distance. 
By  daylight  next  morning,  the  weather  having  moderated,  I  once  more 
made  sail  in  quest  of  my  prize,  and  as  I  drew  near  the  wharf  at  Fogland 
Ferry,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  I  found  her  safely  moored  alongside  of  it. 
We  remained  here  some  days,  till  at  last,  the  weather  becoming  finer,  on 
the  27th  of  November  I  sailed  with  my  prize  for  Newport.  I  was  very 
anxious  to  carry  her  there  in  safety.  I  had  gained  her  not  without  danger 
and  difficulty,  and  she  afforded  a  substantial  evidence  that  I  had  not  been 
idle  during  my  cruise.  Scarcely  was  I  clear  of  the  land  when  I  made  out 
a  large  whale-boat,  which  I  chased  for  three  hours  and  ultimately  took. 
She  had  on  board  a  cargo  of  beef,  pork,  cheese,  and  tallow.  However,  it 
came  on  to  blow  harder  than  ever,  so,  much  against  my  will,  I  had  to 
heave  a  cold  shot  into  her,  which  sent  her  to  the  bottom,  and  once  more 
I  was  compelled  to  run  for  the  Seaconnet  Passage. 

Next  day,  that  is,  on  the  28th,  I  once  more  put  to  sea,  but  in  a 
fihort  time  it  came  on  to  blow  harder  than  ever.  Still,  in  my  anxiety  to 
reach  my  destination,  I  did  not  like  to  put  back,  and  kept  hammering 
away  in  the  hopes  of  making  good  my  passage.  Feeling  that  I  must 
take  ten  minutes  of  sleep,  I  went  below,  but  scarcely  had  I  thrown 
myself  on  a  locker  when  I  was  hove  off  it.     I  sprang  on  deck,  and  found 
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that  a  squall  had  thrown  the  vessel  on  her  heam-ends.  I  sang  out  an 
order  to  cut  away  topsaQ  halyards,  sheets,  main  and  fore  ties,  peak  hal- 
yards. It  was  done,  not  without  difficulty.  Still  she  would  not  right. 
I  put  the  helm  up.  She  answered  it,  and  away  we  floundered,  almost 
water-logged,  to  our  former  place  of  anchorage  in  the  Seaconnet  Passage. 

On  the  29th,  getting  all  things  to  rights  again,  I  once  more  sailed ; 
and  this  time,  in  spite  of  the  gale,  and  not  without  difficulty,  I  reached 
Newport  with  my  prize.  I  got  some  credit  for  my  proceedings,  and  I 
felt  that  I  was  amply  rewarded  by  the  way  the  admiral  spoke  to  me. 

"  I  have  my  eye  on  you,  "Mr.  Hurry,  and  it  is,  I  feci,  my  duty  to  mark 
out  merit  for  reward,"  he  observed,  with  a  pleasant  smile,  one  day  when 
he  had  invited  me  to  dine  wilh  him. 

I  got  three  or  four  days'  rest,  and,  on  the  3rd,  sailed  once  more  on  a  cruise. 

I  had  not  been  out  many  days  when  a  tremendous  gale  sprang  up 
which  compelled  me  to  lay  to.  During  this  time  the  little  vessel  shipped 
several  heavy  seas,  which  I  more  than  once  thought  would  send  her  to 
the  bottom.  At  last  one  heavier  than  its  predecessors  came  rolling  and 
roaring  towards  us. 

"  Hold  on,  my  lads ! "  I  sang  out. 

There  was  nothing  else  to  be  done.     It  struck  the  vessel. 

"  She  is  sinking !  she  is  sinking !"  cried  out  several  of  the  people^  as 
the  sea  washed  over  us. 

She  rose  again ;  but  our  enemy  had  left  us  in  a  pretty  state  of  wreck 
and  confusion.  The  caboose  was  gone,  and  so  was  everything  on  deck 
not  thoroughly  secured.  The  water,  too,  in  torrents  was  rushing  down 
below.  Still  our  masts  stood,  and  not  a  rope  was  carried  away.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  the  pumps  to  be  rigged,  and  had  to  keep  all  hands  spell 
and  spell  at  work  at  them.  The  gale,  which  had  been  blowing  from  the 
north-east,  now  shifted  to  the  northwest  as  hard  as  ever.  I  had  no 
choice  but  to  remain  hove-to,  and  to  work  away  at  the  pumps  to  keep 
ihe  vessel  afloat.  Our  caboose  being  gone,  and  as  we  had  no  stove  below, 
we  were  unable  to  light  a  fire  to  cook  anything.  We  were  all,  therefore, 
compelled  to  live  on  raw  meat.  The  crew  didn't  seem  to  think  this  any- 
thing of  a  hardship  ;  indeed,  seamen,  when  not  hard  pressed,  will  often,  to 
save  themselves  the  trouble  of  cooking,  or  because  they  prefer  it,  eat  it  in 
that  state. 
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I  hare  had  many  a  haid  time  at  sea,  but  that  was  as  haid  as  any  as 
long  as  it  lasted.  As  soon  as  I  could  ventuie  to  make  sail,  I  shaped  a 
course  for  Ehode  Island,  and,  getting  a  better  land-fall  than  I  expected, 
I  reached  it  on  the  12th  of  December.  When  I  went  to  report  myself 
to  Sir  Peter,  he  received  me  very  kindly. 

"  You  have  had  a  pretty  rough  time  of  it,  Mr.  Hurry,"  he  remarked. 

*^  Yes,  sir,"  I  replied,  and  I  told  him  how  the  tender  had  been  knocked 
about>  and  what  a  hard  time  we  all  had  had  of  it ;  but  I  made  no  complaint^ 
and  finished  by  saying  that  I  was  ready  to  go  again  to  sea  in  her  as  soon 
as  she  had  undergone  the  necessary  repairs. 

"  No,  no,  my  lad,"  he  answered.  "  I  like  your  spirit ;  but  she  and 
you  have  had  enough  of  it  just  now.  You  shall  lay  her  up  for  the  winter, 
and  probably  before  the  spring  we  may  have  other  work  carved  out 
for  you." 

I  was  very  glad  to  hear  this,  and  very  speedily  got  the  tender  dis- 
mantled and  laid  up.  The  admiral,  of  course,  knew  more  than  I  did 
as  to  what  was  going  forward,  and  I  guessed  that  none  of  us  should  have 
long  to  remain  idle. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1778,  the  "Bristol,"  " Raisonable,"  "ifon- 
such,"  "  Somerset,"  and  a  fleet  of  transports  arrived  from  the  Delaware 
Biver;  and  on  the  27th  Sir  Peter  Parker  shifted  his  flag  to  the 
" Bristol,"  taking  with  him  the  officers  of  the  "Chatham"  and  a  hun- 
dred seamen.  Sir  Peter  Parker  was  now  only  waiting  the  arrival  of 
Lord  Howe,  to  proceed  to  the  West  Indies  to  take  the  command  there.  I 
looked  forward  to  the  time  with  great  satisfaction,  for  I  had  no  doubt 
that  the  admiral  would  give  me  every  opportunity  in  Ids  power  of 
winning  the  step  I  so  much  coveted. 

Two  or  three  days  after  I  joined,  Delisle  and  another  old  shipmate, 
O'Brien,  made  their  appearance  on  board  the  "  Bristol,"  to  whidi  I  found 
that  they  had  been  appointed.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  us  all;  for  latterly 
I  had  been  so  constantly  on  detached  duty  that  we  had  seen  but  little 
of  each  other.  We  were,  I  may  truly  say,  like  brothers,  regarding  each 
other  with  the  most  sincere  and  truest  afi'ociion.  I  doubt  if  any  friend- 
ship is  greater  than  that  of  people  thus  situated.  We  anticipated  all 
sorts  of  fun  in  the  West  Indies ;  for  those  were  the  palmy  days  of  the 
islands,  when  the  planters, .  or  rather  their  managers  and  the  merchants 
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residing  theie,  liyed  like  princes,  and  treated  all  visitors  with  unbounded 
hospitality.  It  was  in  too  many  instances  with  them  a  short  life  and  a 
merry  one.  Delisle  had  heen  there  for  a  short  time,  and  so  had  seyeral 
of  our  other  shipmates,  and  the  accounts  they  gave  were  quite  sufficient 
to  make  us  long  to  go  there. 

On  the  4th  of  January  Lord  Howe  arriyed  at  Ehode  Island,  and  on 
the  15th  we  sailed  thence  for  our  destination.  One  thing  only  made  me 
regret  leaving  the  American  shores — ^the  certainty  that  I  should  have  no 
further  chance  of  again  meeting  Madeline  Carlyon  till  the  war  was 
ended,  and  I  might  obtain  leave  to  go  on  shore  to  visit  her  no  longer  as 
the  professed  enemy  of  her  countrymen,  but,  as  I  trusted,  an  accepted 
suitor  and  a  Mend  of  America  and  the  Americans.  Though  I  may  not 
be  constantly  mentioning  her,  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  she  was  ever 
out  of  my  thoughts.  All  my  hopes  and  wishes  for  the  future  were 
wrapped  up  in  her ;  and  often  and  often  I  had  to  struggle  hard  against  the 
wish  of  quitting  the  service,  and  of  seeking  her  out  without  delay.  Of 
course  I  very  quickly  saw  the  folly,  not  to  say  hopelessness,  of  such  a 
proceeding.  I  had  nothing  but  my  profession  to  depend  on ;  and  if  I 
were  to  desert  that  profession,  how  was  I  to  support  a  wife )  and  as  to 
joining  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  and  fighting  against  my  countrymen,  that, 
even  in  my  maddest  moods,  never  entered  my  imagination.  However,  I 
will  not  now  dwell  farther  on  the  matter. 

The  first  island  we  made  was  Antigua,  where  we  arrived,  without  meet- 
ing with  any  adventure  worthy  of  note,  on  the  5th  of  February.  "We 
found  there  H.M.S.  "  Aurora,"  with  Vice-Admiral  Young's  flag  on  board. 
We  sailed  again  the  next  day  with  two  transports  under  our  convoy,  and 
arrived  at  Port  Eoyal  in  Jamaica  on  the  15th.  Here  Sir  Peter  Parker 
superseded  Vice-Admiral  Gay  ton  as  Commander-in-Chie£  On  the  18th 
we  went  alongside  the  wharf  at  Kingston,  and  hove  down  to  repair  and 
clean  the  ship's  bottom.  We  had  now  many  opportunities  of  seeing  this, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  picturesque  of  the  West  India  islands,  as 
well  as  of  engaging  in  the  gaieties  of  the  place.  With  regard  to  the 
scenery,  others  have  often  described  it  far  better  than  I  can  pretend  to  do, 
while  the  thought  of  Madeline  kept  me  from  entering  into  the  somewhat 
extravagant  gaieties  which  were  of  daily  occurrence.  The  repairs  of  the 
ship  took  us  tijl  the  20th  of  March,  when  we  hauled  out  into  the  harbour. 
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A  short  time  after  this,  two  ships  came  into  port  direct  from  England^ 
the  "Ostrich"  and  "Active."  Each  of  them  had  left  a  lieatenant 
behind  them;  and  Sir  Peter  appointed  two  of  ours  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies,  and  in  their  steads  my  friends  Delisle  and  O'Brien  obtained 
their  commissions.  I  was  beginning  to  feel  somewhat  jealous  of  them, 
when  the  "  Chameleon  "  came  in.  Several  of  her  officers  had  been  dis- 
abled, having  been  blo\ni  up  in  a  prize  she  had  taken,  and  were  now 
gone  to  the  hospital.  Among  them  was  Lieutenant  David  Mackey,  in 
whose  room  the  admiral  gave  me  an  acting  order. 

I  was  sorry  to  part  with  my  old  shipmates,  still  it  was  with  great 
satis£iction  that  I  found  myself  raised  to  the  rank  I  had  louged  to  obtain, 
as  I  had  no  doubt  that  I  should  soon  be  confirmed  in  it  My  duty  in 
the  ship  was,  however,  both  disagreeable  and  severe.  In  those  days, 
when  the  schoolmaster  had  made  but  little  progress,  in  the  Kavy 
especially,  and  not  much  on  shore,  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  good  and 
steady  warrant  officers,  and  I  was  especially  troubled  with  a  drunken 
boatswain,  gunner,  and  carpenter.  Drunk  or  sober,  they  were  constantly 
insubordinate,  setting  a  bad  example  to  the  crew,  and  quarrelling  with 
each  other.  I  determined,  however,  to  master  them,  and  compel  them 
to  do  theii  duty,  or  ^et  them  dismissed  from  the  servica  As  I  was  the 
only  officer  in  the  ship  directly  over  them,  my  task  was  not  an  easy  one. 

Having  run  the  ship  over  to  water  at  Eockfort,  I  found,  on  my  return 
to  Port  Boyal,  that  the  admiral  shifted  his  flag  from  the  "  Bristol "  to  the 
"  Chameleon."  He  had  just  been  promoted  from  Bear  of  the  Blue  to 
Hear  of  the  Bed. 

My  troubles  and  annoyances  with  my  subordinates  continued  to  in- 
crease. Scarcely  a  day  passed  but  what  they  were  guilty  of  some 
neglect  of  duty,  which  more  than  once  placed  the  ship  in  a  dangerous 
position.  I  was  continually  afraid  that  the  gunner,  by  some  carelessness 
in  the  magazine,  would  blow  her  and  all  on  board  up  into  the  air.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  most  of  the  catastrophes  of  that  nature,  which  have 
from  time  to  time  occurred,  have  been  caused  by  the  conduct  of  which  ho 
was  guilty.  Fortunately  for  me,  I  was  thoroughly  supported  in  my  duty 
by  Captain  Douglas  of  the  "  Chameleon,"  who  was  in  every  respect  the 
officer  and  the  gentleman,  and  I  am  much  indebted  to  him  for  many  kind 
and  favourable  remarks  ho  mad^  respecting  me  to  the  admiral.     When  a 
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man  is  endeayouring  to  do  his  dizty,  it  is  pleasant  to  be  spoken  of  as 
an  active,  zealous,  intelligent  officer,  as  I  know  he  did  of  me.  The  mis- 
conduct of  the  gunner  grew  more  and  more  unbearable,  and  at  length  I 
was  compelled  to  bring  him,  as  also  the  boatswain  and  carpenter,  to  a 
court-martiaL  The  result  was  that  the  former  was  broi:e,  and  rendered 
incapable  of  again  serving  his  Migesty;  while  the  other  two,  who 
did  not  deserve  a  less  puniehment,  were  severely  reprimanded.  They 
would  have  been  broke  likewise  but  for  the  difficulty  which  then 
existed  of  finding  intelligent  and  educated  men  to  fill  the  posts  they 
occupied. 

The  *'  Camel,"  Captain  Bligh,  having  come  into  harbour  with  one  of 
her  lieutenants  sick,  I  was  appointed  to  her  as  actiug  lieutenant,  her 
captain  having  done  me  the  favour  of  applying  for  me  to  the  admiral 
We  left  the  harbour  on  the  10th  of  June,  and  anchored  next  day  in 
Bluefidd's  Bay,  where  we  found  lying  ELKS.  "Hind,"  "Southampton," 
and  "  Stork,"  with  a  hundred  sail  of  merchantmen. 

On  the  25th  we  proceeded  with  them  to  the  Gulf  of  Florida.  The 
weather  was  intensely  hot,  the  sun  struck  down  with  unmitigated  fury 
on  our  heads,  and  in  a  few  days  seven  cases  of  fever  appeared  on  board« 
Scarcely  was  a  man  taken  ill  than  he  became  delirious,  and  in  a  few 
hours  he  was  dead.  Thus  in  six  days  we  lost  twenty  seamen  and  seven 
marines,  together  with  Lieutenant  Thomas  Philip  Smith  of  the  marines, 
and  Mr.  John  Edglestone,  master^s  mate.  It  was  a  sad  and  weary  time 
we  had  of  it.  Captain  Bligh  kept  up  his  spirits  in  a  wonderful  way. 
I  messed  with  him  all  the  time  I  was  on  board,  and  he  always  spoke 
frankly  and  openly  to  me ;  indeed,  I  should  be  most  ungrateful  did 
I  not  acknowledge  the  kindness  with  which  he  treated  me  on  all 
occasions. 

"  I  hope  we  may  do  better  when  we  get  clear  of  the  land,"  he  re- 
marked.    "  This  climate  tries  the  poor  fellows  sadly." 

It  did  indeed.  On  the  28th  the  master,  purser  and  suigeon  were  taken 
ill,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  I  was  myself  struck  down,  as  were  the 
gunner,  suigeon's  mate,  and  fully  sixty  more  men.  Thus  we  had  not 
enoTigh  men  to  work  the  sldp ;  and  for  some  time  Captain  Bligh  and 
one  of  the  only  officers  capable  of  doing  duty  had  to  take  charge  of  the 
ship  watch  and  watch.    The  weather  also'  was  constantly  squally,  with 
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thunder,  lightniog,  and  heavy  lain,  and  this  kept  us  in  the  gnlf  till 
the  20th  of  July. 

On  the  28th,  in  lat.  82°  30"  N.  and  14P  19"  W.,  we  parted  company 
with  the  fleet,  which  was  bound  for  England,  while  we  made  sail  back 
to  Jamaica. 

I  pass  oyer  this  period  of  my  adventurous  existence  more  rapidly  than 
I  have  described  the  former  part  of  my  sesrlife,  because  it  is  full  of 
painful  recollections.  I  had  often  and  often  seen  men  struck  down  in 
battle,  without  allowing  my  feelings  in  any  way  to  be  agitated ;  but  it 
went  to  my  heart  to  see  my  brave  shipmates  carried  off  one  after  the 
other  with  fever,  without  being  in  any  way  able  to  relieve  their  suffer- 
ings, or  to  devise  means  to  save  them  from  death.  That  fever,  "yellow 
jack"  as  we  used  to  call  it,  is  truly  one  of  the  most  dreadful  scourges  of 
the  West  Indies.  There  is  no  avoiding  him.  All  ranks  are  equally 
sufferers,  for  he  picks  off  rich  and  poor  alike,  the  strong  and  weak,  the 
brave  man  and  the  coward.  Still,  I  believe  that  the  best  way  to  prevent 
his  attacks  from  proving  fatal  is  to  live  moderately  but  well — ^not  to  be 
afraid,  and  to  avoid  exposure  to  rain  and  fogs.  It  is  wiser  to  soak  the 
clothes  in  salt  water  than  to  allow  them  to*  be  wet  with  fresh  and  to  dry 
on  the  back.  However,  it  is  very  certain  that,  if  a  man  does  not  play 
tricks  with  his  constitution  when  he  is  young,  as  do  so  many  young  fellows 
in  every  variety  of  way  when  he  is  exposed  to  similar  baneful  influences, 
he  will  better  be  able  to  withstand  them. 

On  the  17th  of  August  we  made  the  Island  of  Hispaniola.  Two  days 
after  that,  as  I  was  walking  the  deck  as  officer  of  the  watch,  the  look- 
out at  the  mast-head  hailed  to  say  that  a  sail  was  in  sight.  We  were 
then  off  Cape  Fran9ois. 

"Where  away  1"  I  asked. 

"  Eight  ahead  to  the  westward  ! "  was  the  answer. 

"  What  does  she  look  like  1 "  inquired  the  captain,  just  then  coming 
on  deck. 

"  An  English  frigate,  sir ! "  replied  the  look-out 

She  might  be,  or  she  might  be  an  enemy's  cruiser,  for  I  was  aware  that 
they  had  already  some  lai^e  ships  fitted  out.  We  were,  as  far  as  I  knew 
to  the  contrary,  still  at  peace  with  France  and  Spain.  Weak  as  I  was  from 
the  fever  (though  I  had  got  over  it  far  more  rapidly  than  I  coidd  have 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


miBRIOANB  HURBT.  221 

expected),  I  was  so  anxious  to  ascertain,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  cliaractci 
of  the  ship  in  sight^  that  I  went  aloft  myself  to  watch  her  with  my 
glass.  As  we  drew  near  each  other,  Captain  Bligh  ordered  the  drum  to 
beat  to  quarters,  and  the  ship  to  be  got  ready  for  action.  The  nearer  we 
got,  the  more  convinced  was  I  that  the  look-out  was  right,  and  that  the 
stranger  was  an  English  frigate.  In  a  short  time  she  hoisted  English 
colours,  and  soon  afterwards  made  the  private  signal,  by  which  we  knew 
that  she  was  his  Majesty's  frigate  "Minerva."  On  getting  within  hail 
we  hove  to  and  exchanged  civilities,  which,  as  they  cost  nothing,  are 
very  current  coin.  We  found  that  she  had  been  out  on  a  cruise  for 
some  time,  but,  like  us,  had  not  made  any  captures.  Her  captain  was 
deploring  his  ill-luck. 

"  Better  than  being  taken  oneself,"  remarked  Captain  BligL 

"  No  fear  of  that,"  was  the  answer ;  "  I  shall  take  very  good  care  that 
no  one — Frenchman,  Spaniard  or  rebel — captures  me.  As  for  the  two  first, 
I  don't  suppose  they  will  ever  go  to  war  again  with  us." 

"  Don't  be  too  sure  of  that,"  said  Captain  Bligh.  "  A  pleasant  cruise 
to  you,  however,  and  a  more  fortunate  one  than  we  have  had.  We  are 
bound  back  to  Jamaica.     I  hope  we  shall  make  a  quick  passage  there." 

Such,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect  them;  were  the  parting  words  of  the  two 
captains.  Scarcely  had  we  lost  sight  of  the  "  Minerva  "  than  we  fell  in 
with  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  from  St.  Domingo.  We  agreed  that,  if  there 
was  but  a  war,  what  rich  prizes  they  would  prove,  and  we  should, 
without  difficulty,  have  been  able  to  take  the  greater  number  of  them. 
They  sailed  on  their  way,  and  we  continued  on  our  course  for  Jamaica. 
We  reached  Port  Royal  without  any  further  adventure  on  the  28th  of 
August  Scarcely  had  we  dropped  anchor  than  a  boat  from  his  Majesty's 
ship  "  Niger  "  boarded  us. 

"  Grand  news — glorious  news  !"  cried  a  midshipman  who  came  in  her. 
We  all  asked  him  what  he  meant.  "  Why,  there's  war  with  Erance,  and 
a  rattling  war  it  will  be,  too,  from  all  accounts.  All  the  ships  here  are 
getting  ready  for  sea,  and  we  shall  pick  up  no  end  of  prizes." 

Captain  Bligh  stamped  with  his  foot  and  turned  round  when  he  heard 
this.  And  well  he  might,  when  he  recollected  the  rich  prizes  we  had  let 
slip  through  our  fingers.  A  vessel  came  in  directly  after  us,  which 
brought  the  unwelcome  intelligence  that  the  "  Minerva  "  had  been  taken 
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by  the  French  frigate  ''  Concord  "  only  nine  hours  after  we  had  spoken 
her.  Had  we,  therefore,  only  come  up  a  little  later,  the  tables  might 
haye  been  reversed,  and  we  might  have  brought  in  the  "  Concord  "  as 
our  prize.  The  "  Minerva"  was,  aa  may  be  supposed^  taken  by  surprise, 
her  captain  not  believing  that  a  war  had  broken  out  with  France,  or  I 
am  very  sure  that  she  would  not  have  so  easily  become  the  prize  of  the 
enemy. 

The  circumstances  I  have  mentioned  were  of  course  vexatious,  but 
such  is  the  fortune  of  war,  and  I  believe  the  knowledge  that  we  had  now 
a  foreign  nation  to  contend  with,  instead  of  those  whom  we  could  not 
but  look  upon  as  countrymen,  afforded  umnitigated  satisfaction  through- 
out every  ship  in  the  British  N"avy. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

In  command  of  *'  Dolplun."— Sent  to  warn  ships.— Chased.— Capiared  by  "Chermente." 
— Carried  to  St.  Bomingo. — Find  old  friends  in  misfortune. — On  oar  parole. — Tom 
remains  with  me. 

Pbibttt  well  worn  oat  idtYi  fatigue,  wliicli  the  duties  of  the  ship  entailed, 
as  soon  as  we  had  made  all  snug  I  turned  into  my  berth,  hoping  to  get 
some  sleep.  Scarcely,  however,  had  I  closed  my  eyes  and  foigotten  for 
the  moment  all  sublunary  matters,  than  I  felt  some  one  tugging  at  my 
shoulder,  and  on  looking  up  I  saw  a  midshipman  standing  at  my  bed- 
side. 

*'  Sir,"  said  he,  ''  the  admiral  wishes  to  see  you  up  at  the  Fenn 
immediately." 

"  I  wish  he  didn't,  though,"  I  thought  to  mysel£  "  Couldn't  he  let  a 
poor  careworn  wretch  have  a  few  hours'  quiet  sleep  after  knocking  about 
for  so  many  weeks  at  sea,  and  haying  been  in  the  clutches  of  Yellow 
Jack  1 "    I  didn't  say  this,  though. 

<'  Very  well,"  I  answered,  jumping  up  and  putting  on  my  coat  with  a 
yawn  which  nearly  gave  me  the  lock-jaw.     "  I'll  be  up  there  forthwith." 

The  Penn,  it  must  be  understood,  is  the  name  given  to  the  residence 
usually  occupied  by  the  head  commander-in-chief  on  l^e  station.  It  is 
beautifully  situated  on  an  elevated  spot  above  the  city  of  Kingston,  oyer* 
looking  the  noble  harbour  of  Port  BoyaL 

Ordering  a  boat  to  be  manned,  I  pulled  on  shore,  and  climbed  up  to 
the  Penn. 

"  Pm  glad  to  see  you  back,  Hurry,"  said  Sir  Peter  kindly.  "  I  know 
your  zeal  for  the  service,  and  I  have  more  work  for  you.  You  know  of 
the  war  with  France.  I  must  send  you  off  at  once  to  sea  in  quest  of  the 
cruising  ships  to  give  them  notice  of  the  event,  and  to  direct  them 
forthwith  to  return  into  port  In  the  first  place  you  will  look  out  for  the 
'Druid'  at  the  east  end  of  the  island,  and  give  her  notice  of  the  war, 
and  then  you  will  proceed  to  the  St.  Domingo  coasts  where  you  wiU  find, 
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probably,  the  greater  number  of  merchantmen.  How  soon  can  you  be 
ready?" 

Of  course  I  replied  "  At  once,"  wondering  what  craft  I  was  to  go  in. 

"  Very  well,"  said  Sir  Peter ;  "  I  expected  as  much  of  you.  You  will 
take  command  of  the  '  Dolphin '  schooner.  She  is  now  in  the  harbour. 
I  am  not  quite  certain  in  what  condition  you  will  find  her.  However, 
there  is  no  other  disposable  craft.  Fit  her  for  sea  as  fisist  as  possible. 
Take  three  or  four  hands  with  you  j  I  cannot  spare  you  more.  Let  your 
two  followers  you  spoke  to  me  about  be  of  the  number.  Here  is  an  order 
by  which  you  can  obtain  all  the  aid  you  require  from  the  dockyard 
people  and  others.     Good-bye ;  I  hope  to  see  you  back  shortly." 

With  these  words  I  parted  from  the  admiral  It  was  now  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  Hurrying  on  board  the  flag-ship,  I  got  hold  of  Grampus 
and  Eockets  with  their  bags,  and  accompanied  by  them  and  a  couple  of 
more  hands  and  a  boy,  I  called  for  my  own  traps  and  bedding  on  board 
the  "Camel,"  and  then  went  alongside  the  "Dolphin"  tender.  She 
looked  certainly  in  a  very  hopeless  condition.  She  had  her  lower  masts 
standing,  but  was  entirely  unrigged,  without  stores  or  sails,  or  even 
ballast  on  board,  while  her  bottom  was  covered  with  grass  a  foot  at 
least  in  length.  Still  I  knew  that  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost ;  the 
service  I  was  required  to  perform  was  of  the  greatest  importance,  and 
I  was  not  to  be  deterred  by  difficulties.  I  unmoored  her  immediately, 
got  her  alongside  the  dockyard  wharf,  and  began  taking  some  ballast  which 
I  found  there  on  board  before  any  one  was  up.  Then  I  sent  Grampus  to 
rouse  up  the  authorities,  whose  aid  I  required.  Fortunately  the  sudden 
outbreak  of  war  kept  people  on  the  alert,  so  that  I  had  less  difficulty  in 
getting  assistance  than  would  have  otherwise  been  the  case. 

Soon  after  daybreak  the  deck  of  the  "  Dolphin  "  presented  a  scene  of 
ant-like  industry.  Gangs  of  negroes  were  hurrying  backwards  and  forwards 
with  coils  of  rope  and  spars  and  sails ;  others  were  rolling  down  kegs 
of  water,  and  others  casks  of  beef  and  pork  and  biscuit,  and  packages  of 
other  comestibles,  while  the  riggers  were  at  work  getting  the  rigging  over 
the  mast-heads,  setting  it  up,  bending  on  sails,  and  my  own  people  were 
below,  stowing  away  the  various  articles  as  they  came  on  board.  I  made 
a  list  of  essentials,  and  took  good  care  to  see  that  they  came  on  board 
and  were  stowed  where  they  were  to  be  found,  or  very  likely  I  should 
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haye  gone  to  sea  without  theiXL  I  saw  to  everything  myself,  or  sent 
Grampus  to  ascertain  that  people  were  losing  no  time  in  executing  my 
orders.  I  left  nothing  to  chance.  I  met  with  no  little  grumbling  from 
some  of  the  slow-going .  officials. 

"  What  a  hurry  you  are  in,  sir ! "  said  one  or  two  of  them,  who  dared 
not,  however,  openly  disobey  my  authority. 

"  Yes,  my  friend,"  I  answered,  laughing,  "  that's  natural  to  me ;  and 
just  now  I  am  in  as  great  a  hurry  as  I  ever  was  in  my  life ;  so  be  smart, 
if  you  please,  and  keep  your  people  moving." 

That  is  the  way  I  managed.  I  did  not  swear  or  abuse  them,  but  if 
I  found  any  one  slow  I  pulled  out  the  admiral's  order  and  said  that  the 
work  must  be  done  feister. 

"  Impossible,  sir ! "  answered  another  official  to  one  of  my  demands ;  "  it 
cannot  bedone.  In  two  or  three  dayswe  may  getthe matter  settledfor  you." 

"  Impossible?  In  two  or  three  days  do  you  say  1"  I  exclaimed,  look- 
ing fixedly  at  him.  "  In  two  or  three  hours  you  mean.  Impossible, — 
I  don't  understand  that  word,  nor  does  Sir  Peter,  depend  on  that.  If 
the  things  are  not  on  board  in  three  hours  I  shall  report  you.  I  don't 
want  to  be  severe,  my  iriend,  but  I  am  in  earnest." 

The  gentleman  understood  me,  and  within  the  time  specified  the 
stores  were  on  board. 

In  spite  of  all  I  could  do,  however,  I  could'  only  get  a  mainsail,  fore- 
sail, fore-staysail,  and  jib.  I  had  no  topsails  and  no  square  sail 
Thus,  should  I  be  chased  by  an  enemy,  I  should  be,  I  felt,  like  a  bird 
with  clipped  wings,  I  should  have  veiy  little  chance  of  escaping.  I  got 
some  of  the  weeds  scraped  off  the  vessel's  bottom,  but  still  there  were 
more  than  enough  remaining.  Such  good  speed  did  I  make,  that  before 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  very  day  I  was  ready  for  sea,  or, 
rather,  I  was  in  such  a  condition  that  I  could  put  to  sea,  though  the 
urgent  necessity  of  the  case  alone  warranted  me  in  so  doing. 

"  Well,  sir,"  observed  Grampus,  with  the  familiarity  of  an  old  ship- 
mate, "  if  we  comes  to  meet  with  Harry  Cane  in  our  cruise,  it's  like 
enough  that  we  shall  be  nowhere." 

Just  before  we  got  under  weigh,  Captain  Lambert,  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  ''Niger,"  came  on  board.  He  shrugged  his  shoulders  when  ho 
saw  the  condition  I  was  in. 
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"  The  admiial  oideied  me  to  get  to  sea  as  fast  as  I  could,"  I  lemarked ; 
"  Tm  doing  my  best  to  o"bey  him." 

"  That  you  are,  Mr.  Hurry,"  he  answered.  "  YouVe  done  very  well — 
very  well  indeed,  I  say.  I  wish  you  to  keep  a  look-out  for  me  off  St. 
Domingo,  and  bring  me  any  information  you  may  have  picked  up.  I  am 
under  orders  to  sail  to-morrow  morning  to  cruise  off  that  island  with  my 
own  ship,  and  with  the  '  Bristol '  and  '  Lowestoffe,'  and  I  shall  have  my 
tender  with  me.  You  will  know  the  squadron  by  one  of  the  three  ships 
haying  a  poop,  and  from  our  being  accompanied  by  a  schooner.  Novr  good 
luck  to  you.    I  will  not  detain  you." 

"  Thank  you,  sir,"  said  I ;  "  depend  on  it  I  will  not  disappoint  you." 

With  a  light  breeze  we  stood  out  of  the  magnificent  harbour  of  Port 
Boyal,  leaving  a  fleet  of  merchantmen,  which  the  news  of  the  war  with 
France  prevented  from  putting  to  sea.  I  certainly  was  not  given  to  be 
much  influenced  by  outward  circumstances,  but  I  did  not  feel  at  all  in 
my  usual  spirits,  and  could  not  help  fiincying  that  some  calamity  was 
going  to  occur  to  me.  These  sensations  and  ideas  probably  arose  both 
from  my  being  overworked  and  from  the  unsatisfactory  way  in  which 
my  vessel  was  fitted  out ;  added  to  this,  I  knew  that  the  seas  would  be 
swarming  with  the  enemy's  privateers,  both  Americans  and  French, 
and  that  I  could  neither  fight  nor  run  away.  I  considered  over  the  latter 
circumstance,  and  bethought  me  that,  if  I  fell  in  with  any  enemy,  I  would, 
at  all  events,  endeavour  to  escape  by  stratagem.  My  men  would,  I  knew, 
support  me.  Nol  Grampus  and  Eockets  I  was  sure  I  could  trust,  and  the 
others  I  had  chosen  because  they  were  sharp  clever  fellows,  and  up  to 
anything. 

It  was  not  till  the  3rd  of  September  that  I  weathered  the  east  end 
of  the  island  of  Jamaica.  I  cruised  off  Morant  Point  for  some  time,  keeping 
a  very  bright  look-out  for  the  "  Druid."  She  was  nowhere  to  be  seen. 
Sir  Peter  had  directed  me  not  to  lose  much  time  in  looking  for  her.  She 
might  have  chased  an  enemy  for  leagues  away  and  not  be  back  to  her 
cruising  ground  for  days.  Perhaps  she  might  have  taken  some  prizes 
and  returned  to  Port  Boyal.  As  I  began  to  lose  all  hope  of  seeing  her 
before  nightfall,  the  wind  came  fiedr  for  me  to  proceed  through  the  wind- 
ward passage.  I  accordingly  put  up  my  helm^  made  aU  the  sail  I  could, 
and  stood  for  the  island  of  Heneago. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  6th  I  made  Cape  Tibeioon,  on  the  west  end  of 
the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  without  having  fallen  in  with  any  vessels, 
and  about  eight  o'clock  the  same  evening  I  passed  the  Navasa,  and 
carried  a  fine  bieease  till  the  following  moming,  when  I  brought  Donna 
Maria  to  bear  east  at  the  distance  of  two  or  three  leagues.  I  had  not 
liked  the  look  of  the  weather  for  some  hours. 

^'  What  do  you  think  of  it)"  said  I  to  Grampus,  as  I  saw  the  clouds 
gathering  thickly  around  us  from  all  directions,  while  the  sea  assumed  a 
peculiarly  dark,  leaden,  ominous  colour. 

*'  Why,  «ir,  Mr.  Hurry,  do  you  see,  to  my  mind,  the  wider  berth  we 
give  the  land  the  better,"  he  replied,  giving  his  usual  hitch  to  his 
trowsers.  "  There's  what  they  calls  in  tiiese  parts  a  whirlwind  or  old 
Harry  Cane  coming  on,  or  my  name  is  not  Nol  Grampus." 

I  was  too  much  afraid  that  ]^ol  was  right,  and  accordingly  stood  off  the 
land  under  all  sail,  keeping  a  look-out,  however,  on  the  signs  of  the 
weather,  so  as  to  take  in  our  canvas  in  time  before  the  gale  came  on.  I 
had  not,  notwithstanding  this,  made  good  much  more  than  a  league  when 
it  fell  a  dead  calm.  The  sails  flapped  idly  against  the  masts,  and  the 
little  vessel  rolled  from  side  to  side,  moved  by  the  long,  alow,  heaving 
undulations  which  rolled  in  from  the  oiEng. 

''I'm  not  quite  certain  that  you  are  right.  Grampus,  as  to  the  coming 
whirlwind,  but  we  will  shorten  sail,  at  all  events,"  I  observed. 

''  Beg  pardon,  Mr.  Hurry,  sir ;  but  just  do  you  fellow  an  old  seaman's 
advice,  and  take  all  the  canvas  off  her,"  he  answered  with  earnestness. 
''  It's  doing  her  no  good  just  now,  and  we  haven't  another  suit  of  sails  if 
we  lose  them.  When  the  wind  does  come,  it  is  on  one  before  a  man  has 
time  to  turn  round  and  save  the  teeth  being  whisked  out  of  his  moutL 
Come,  my  lads,  be  smart,  and  hand  the  canvas,"  he  added,  calling  to 
Eockets  and  the  other  men. 

I  was  soon  very  glad  that  I  was  not  above  taking  an  old  seaman's 
advice.  Scarcely  ten  minutes  had  passed,  during  which  time  the  calm 
had  been  more  profound  than  ever,  when,  as  suddenly  as  Grampus  had 
foretoldjt  the  whole  ocean  around  us  seemed  covered  with  a  sheet  of 
seething  foam,  and  the  whirlwind,  in  all  the  nugesty  of  its  strength, 
struck  the  vessel,  pressing  her  down  till  her  bulwarks  touched  the  water, 
and  I  thought  she  would  have  gone  over  altogether.  I  sprang  to  the 
'  g  2 
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helm  and  put  it  np,  while  Grampus  hoisted  the  fore-staysail  just  a  foot 
or  so  above  the  deck.  Even  then  the  canvas  was  nearly  blown  out  of  the 
bolt-ropes  ;  so  far  she  felt  its  power,  however,  and  her  head  spinning  ronnd 
as  if  she  had  been  a  straw,  away  we  drove  before  the  hurricane.  Where 
were  we  driving  to  1  was  the  question.  I  anxiously  consulted  the  chart 
We  were  in  that  deep  bay  in  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  with  Cape  Donna 
Maria  to  the  southward,  and  Cape  St  Nicholas  to  the  north,  and  I  saw 
that  a  slight  variation  in  the  course  of  the  gale  might  hurl  us  on  the  coast, 
where  the  chance  of  our  escaping  with  our  lives  would  be  small  indeed. 
Happily  the  wind  at  present  came  out  of  the  bay,  or  I  believe  my  ill- 
found  Uttle  schooner  would  have  gone  to  the  bottom,  as  did  many  a  noble 
ship  about  that  time.  The  sea,  even  as  it  was,  soon  became  lashed  into 
furious  billows,  which  broke  around  us  in  masses  of  foam,  which  went 
flying  away  over  the  troubled  surface  of  the  ocean,  covering  us  as  would 
a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  Grampus  and  I  stood  at  the  helm,  keeping  the 
little  vessel  as  well  as  we  could  directly  before  the  gale,  but  we  tumbled 
about  terrifically,  and  more  than  once  I  caught  him  casting  anxious 
glances  over  his  shoulder  astern,  as  if  he  expected  some  of  the  seas,  which 
came  roaring  up  after  us,  to  break  over  our  decks. 

"What  do  you  think  of  it.  Grampus  1"  said  I. 

"  Why,  Mr.  Hurry,  sir,  I  don't  like  the  look  of  things,"  he  answered. 
"  If  one  of  them  seaa  was  to  fall  aboard  of  us,  it  would  wash  every  soul 
of  us  off  the  deck,  and  maybe  send  the  craft  in  a  moment  to  the  bottom. 
Still,  I  don't  see  as  how  there  is  anything  we  can  do  more  than 
we  are  doing.  If  the  schooner  was  to  spring  a  leak  just  now,  and  that's 
not  unlikely,  we  should  be  still  worse  off,  so  we  may  be  content  with 
things  as  they  are." 

I  admired  Kol's  philosophy,  though  I  kept  an  anxious  look-out  on  the 
larboard  bow,  dreading  every  instant  to  catch  a  sight  of  the  shore,  past 
which  I  knew  we  should  have  a  narrow  shave,  even  should  we  be  fortu- 
nate enough  to  escape  being  driven  against  it  The  coolest  man  on  board 
was  Tom  Rockets.  He  kept  walking  the  deck  with  his  hands  in  his 
pockets,  ready  enough,  I  saw,  for  action,  but  certainly  not  as  if  a  fierce 
hurricane  was  raging  around  him.  Now  and  then  he  had  to  pull  out 
his  hands  to  lay  hold  of  the  bulwarks  as  the  craft  gave  a  lively  roll,  or 
plunged  down  into  the  trough  of  a  sea ;  but  as  soon  as  she  grew  com- 
paratively steady,  he  began  walking  away  as  before. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HUBBICANB  HUBBT.  229 

On  we  drove.  The  dreaded  coast  did  not  appear.  Still  I  could 
scaicelj  hope  that  we  had  passed  it.  The  wind  began  to  shift  about  at 
last.  Grampus  said  that  it  was  the  teimination  of  the  hurricane.  Still 
it  might  play  us  a  scurvy  trick  before  it  was  over,  and  drive  us  on 
some  inhospitable  shore.  I  began  now  to  look  for  further  signs  of  the 
ending  of  the  storm.  It  got  round  to  the  northward,  and  on  we  drove 
tiU  we  caught  sight  of  the  coast.  It  was  a  most  unwelcome  sight,  though, 
for  should  the  little  craft  once  get  within  the  power  of  the  breakers, 
which  were  dashing  furiously  against  it,  I  could  not  hope  that  a  single 
man  on  board  would  escape  with  his  life.  Even  Tom  Eockets  began  to 
think  that  the  state  of  things  was  not  so  pleasant  as  it  might  be.  I 
saw  that  he  had  taken  his  hands  out  of  his  pockets,  and  was  holding 
on  with  the  rest  of  the  people.  Away  we  drove — ^the  threatening  shore 
every  minute  growing  more  and  more  distinct. 

■  "  What  prospect  is  there,  think  you.  Grampus,  of  the  hunicane  coming 
to  an  end?"  said  L  For  horn  want  of  anything  else  to  be  done  I  was 
obliged  to  keep  my  tongue  going. 

"  I  thought  as  how  it  was  going  to  break  but  just  now,  Mr.  Hurry," 
he  answered,  casting  his  eye  all  round  the  horizon.  '^  It  seems,  how- 
somedever,  to  have  breezed  up  again,  and  if  it  don't  shift  before  long, 
there's  little  chance  of  the  schooner's  living,  or  any  of  us  either  for  that 
matter,  many  hours  more." 

"  We  must  meet  our  fate,  then,  like  men,  and  Christians  too,  I  hope," 
I  answered,  looking  at  him.  ''  We  have  done  all  that  men  can  do,  I 
believe." 

'*  Yes,  sir,  that  we  have,"  he  replied.  "  We  can  do  no  more,  and  it 
isn't  the  first  time  Kol  Grampus  has  had  to  look  Death  in  the  {ac6,  so  I 
hopes  that  I  shall  not  shrink  firom  him.  Come  he  will,  I  know,  some 
day,  sooner  or  later ;  and  it  matters  little,  as  &r  as  I  can  see,  if  he  comes 
to-day  or  to-morrow." 

"  I^ot  if  we  put  our  trust  in  One  who  is  able  and  willing  to  save  our 
souls  alive,"  I  observed.  "  That  makes  all  the  difference  whether  death 
should  be  feared  or  welcomed.  It  is  not  what  we  suffer  in  this  world 
that  we  should  dread,  but  what  we  may  deserve  to  suffer  in  the  next ; 
in  the  same  way  it  is  not  what  we  enjoy  hero,  but  what  we  may  be 
able  to  enjoy  through  all  eternity,  that  we  should  long  for."  ''*■ 

"  Very  true,  sir — very  true,  Mr.  Hurry,"  replied  Grampus ;  "  but  the 
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wont  £3,  that  we  don't  think  of  these  things  till  just  at  such  moments  as 
the  present,  when  the  flood  has  done,  and  the  tide  of  life  la  £eist  ehbing 
away." 

Th-QB  we  talked  on  for  some  time.  I  felt  really  with  my  old  Mend 
Nol,  that  though  there  we  all  stood  in  health  and  strength,  we  mi^t  soon 
be  removed  to  behold  the  glories  of  the  eternal  world. 

Suddenly  Kol  looked  up.  Holding  his  hand  to  the  wind,  and  casting 
his  eye  on  the  compass, — 

^*  I  thought  so,  sir,"  he  exclaimed.  "  There's  a  shift  of  wind.  It  has 
backed  round  again  into  the  eastward." 

Such  was  providentially  the  case.  I  took  the  bearings  of  the  land. 
We  might  now  hope  to  drive  on  clear  of  it.  The  sea  was,  however, 
getting  higher  and  higher,  but  the  "Dolphin"  proved  to  be  as  tight  a» 
a  cork  and  as  buoyant,  and  I  began  to  get  rid  of  all  my  dread 
of  her  foundering,  providied  her  masts  and  rigging  did  not  give  way. 
Considering  the  manner  in  which  she  was  fitted  out,  however,  I  did  not 
feel  quite  easy  on  that  score.  Still  nothing  more  could  be  done,  so  we 
had,  as  best  we  could,  to  wait  events..  At  length  there  was  a  lulL  I 
expected  that  it  would  breeze  up  again. 

"  The  gale  has  worn  itself  out,  to  my  mind,  Mr.  Hurry,"  observed 
Grampus,  after  a  carefiil  survey  of  the  sky  and  sea. 

"  I  am  sure  I  hope  so,"  I  answered  ;  "  I  was  getting  somewhat  tired  of 
it,  and  so  I  suspect  was  the  schooner.  Sound  the  well,  and  see  what 
water  she  has  made." 

He  sounded  the  well,  and  reported  three  feet. 

''  I  thought  so*  Big  the  pumpS)  and  let  us  try  and  get  her  clear  while 
we  can." 

All  hands  pumped  away  with  a  will,  and  soon  got  her  free  of  water,, 
when  the  sea  went,  as  it  soon  did,  gradually  down.  It  showed  me  that 
the  leak  had  been  caused  by  the  way  the  little  vessel  had  strained  herself, 
and  that  probably,  had  she  been  exposed  much  longer  to  the  fury  of  tho 
hurricane,  she  would  have  foundered.  By  night  the  gale  had  sufficiently 
abated  to  enable  me  to  set  a  reefed  foresail,  and  once  more  to  haul  up  on 
my  course.  I  made  but  little  progress  during  the  night  and  following 
day.  I  was  standing  along  the  coast,  towards  the  evening  of  the  next 
day,  with  the  wind  from  the  northward,  when  I  discovered  in-shore  of  m» 
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what  I  took  to  be  the  masts  of  a  vessel  just  appearing  out  of  the  water. 
I  conjectured  that  she  had  been  sunk  in  the  hurricane  of  the  previous 
day,  and  on  the  possibility  that  some  of  the  crew  might  still  be  clinging 
to  her  rigging,  although  I  was  on  a  lee  shore,  I  resolved  to  bear  down  on 
her.     I  pointed  her  out  to  Grampus,  and  asked  his  opinion. 

"  "No  doubt  about  it^  sir,"  he  answered.  "  There  may  be  some  danger 
to  us^  111  allow,  especially  if  it  was  to  breeze  up  again,  but  where's  the 
man  worthy  of  the  name  who  refuses  to  run  some  danger  for  the  sake  of 
helping  his  fellow-men  in  distress  1  To  my  mind,  sir,  let  us  do  what's 
right,  and  never  mind  l^e  consequences." 

I've  often  since  thought  of  the  excellence  of  some  of  old  Grampus' 
remarks. 

"  Up  with  the  helm,  then  !  Ease  away  the  main  and  head  sheets  1"  I 
sang  out.    *'  We'll  run  down  and  have  a  look  at  the  wreck." 

I  kept  my  glass  anxiously  turned  towards  the  object  I  had  discovered, 
in  the  hopes  of  seeing  some  people  clinging  on  to  the  rigging.  As  we 
drew  near,  I  found  that  only  a  single  mast  appeared  above  water,  as  well 
as  her  bowsprit,  and  that  she  had  all  her  canvas  set.  I^ot  a  human  being 
could  be  seen  in  any  part  of  the  rigging.  I  got  dose  up  to  her.  She  was 
a  sloop  of  about  seventy  tons.  She  had  evidently  "been  caught  totally 
xmprepared  by  the  hurricane,  and  every  soul  on  board  had  been  hurried 
into  eternity.  Finding  that  there  would  be  no  use  in  waiting  longer  near 
the  spot,  for  there  was  not  the  slightest  probability  that  any  one  was 
floating  on  any  part  of  the  wreck  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  again  hauled 
my  wind,  and  stood  to  the  northward.  At  ten  o'clock  at  night  a  fresh 
gale  sprang  up,  which  compelled  me  once  more  to  bring-to  under  a  reefed 
foresail.  I  am  thus  particular  in  narrating  details  of  events  which  led  to 
a  most  disastrous  result.  Truly  we  cannot  tell  what  a  day  may  bring 
forth.  I  had  fallen  in  with  no  merchantmen,  which  would  have  been  a 
most  suspicious  circumstance,  had  I  not  supposed  that  they  might  have 
been  lost  in  the  hurricane,  or  run  into  port  for  shelter,  otherwise  I  should 
have  supposed  that  they  had  fallen  into  the  power  of  the  cruisers  of  the 
enemy.  On  the  8th  I  passed  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  and  on  the  9th  made 
the  island  of  Heneago,  bearing  N.KE.  four  leagues.  At  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening  I  tacked,  and  stood  off-shore,  with  a  fine  breeze,  with  the 
intention  of  passing  in  the  morning  between  Heneago  and  the  little 
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Corcases,  for  the  purpose  of  speaking  his  Majesty's  frigate  "uEolus,** 
stationed  in  that  passage,  and  bearing  her  the  information  that  the  war 
had  broken  out.  At  five  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  wind 
shifting  round  to  the  eastward,  I  tacked,  and  stood  to  the  northward, 
through  the  Corcases.  At  daybreak  Tom  Eockets  was  sent  aloft  to  keep 
a  look-out  for  any  sail  which  might  be  in  sight.  Soon  afterwards  he 
hailed  the  deck  to  say  that  he  made  out  two  sail  on  the  lee  bow,  just 
appearing  above  the  horizon.  I  went  aloft  with  my  glass  and  soon  dis- 
covered four  altogether,  one  much  smaller  than  the  others.  She  was  a 
schooner,  the  other  three  were  ships.  I  had  little  doubt  that  it  was  a 
squadron,  composed  of  the  "  Bristol,"  "  LowestoflTe,"  and  "  Niger,"  with 
her  tender,  which  were  to  sail  the  day  after  me,  and  which  I  expected  to 
fall  in  with  in  this  neighbourhood.  They  were  still  too  far  off  to  make 
out  exactly  what  they  were.  I  came  down,  however,  with  my  mind  per- 
'  fectly  at  ease,  and  went  to  breakfast.  Grampus,  who  had  charge  of  the 
deck  while  I  was  below,  watched  them  narrowly,  and  did  not  differ  with  me 
as  to  tlieir  character.  I  therefore  stood  towards  them,  as  I  was  anxious 
to  communicate  with  them  without  delay.  My  orders  directed  me  to 
speak  all  cruisers,  and  besides,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  I  was  eager  to  get 
the  duty  I  had  been  sent  on  accomplished,  and  to  return  again  to  Port 
EoyaL 

When  I  came  on  deck  again,  I  found  that  we  had  drawn  considerably 
nearer  the  strangers.  I  scrutinized  them  again  and  again.  One  of  them 
had  a  high  poop,  and  I  remembered  Captain  Lambert's  remark  to  me  the 
day  I  sailed,  that  this  was  one  of  the  marks  by  which  I  should  know 
his  squadron.  I  thus  stood  on  boldly  towards  them.  As  we  drew  nearer, 
I  saw  Grampus  eyeing  them  narrowly.  The  expression  of  his  counte- 
nance showed  me  that  he  had  considerable  doubt  on  his  mind  as  to  their 
true  character.     We  had  now  got  within  three  miles  of  them. 

''What  do  you  think  of  them.  Grampus)"  said  I,  as  I  took  the 
glass  which  I  had  just  before  handed  to  him. 

"  I  don't  like  their  looks,  sir,"  he  answered.  ''  That  headmost  frigate 
is  English — so  I  take  it  from  the  look  of  her  hull  and  the  cut  of  her 
canvas — but  the  others  I  can't  make  out  by  no  manner  of  means.  I 
don't  think  the  '  Bristol '  or  the  '  Lowestoffe '  are  among  them." 

I  had  come  to  the  same  conclusion  that  Grampus  had;  but  I  wished 
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to  confirm  my  own  opinion  by  Iiis.  We  stood  on  for  five  minntes 
longer.    My  aospicions  of  the  character  of  the  strangers  increased. 

'^We  are  running  into  the  lion's  jaws,  I  suspect!"  I  exclaimed; 
whereat  Grampus  and  Eockets  opened  their  eyes  to  know  what  I  meant. 
'^  Hoist  our  colours,  and  let  us  learn  what  they  are  without  further 
delay." 

Scarcely  had  we  run  our  ensign  up  to  the  peak  than  up  went  the 
French  flag  at  that  of  the  headmost  fiigate  which  at  the  same  time  fired 
a  warning  gun  at  us. 

"  Up  with  the  helm  !  Ease  off  the  main-sheets !  Keep  her  away  ! "  I 
exclaimed. 

The  orders  were  quickly  obeyed,  and  away  we  flew  with  a  strong 
breeze  directly  before  the  wind.  I  had  two  very  good  reasons  for  endea- 
vouring to  escape  by  keeping  before  the  wind.  In  the  first  place,  a 
fore-and-aft  vessel  has  generally  a  great  advantage  over  a  square-rigged 
ship  on  that  point  of  sailing,  and  I  might  otherwise  have  drawn  the 
enemy's  squadron  towards  the  station  of  the  "  iEolus."  As  she  was 
so  much  inferior  in  strength  to  it,  she  would  easily  have  fallen  into  their 
power,  especially  as,  not  being  aware  that  war  had  broken  out,  she  would 
have  been  taken  by  surprise. 

As  soon  as  I  put  up  my  helm  and  kept  away,  the  headmost  of  the 
strangers  crowded  all  sail  in  chase,  making  signals  to  the  rest  of  the 
squadron  to  follow  her — undoubtedly  not  to  allow  me  any  prospect  of 
escaping.  She  fixed  two  or  three  shot ;  but  she  was  still  too  far  off  to 
hit  me.  All  the  other  vessels  hoisted  French  colours,  and  any  lingering 
hope  I  might  have  retained,  that  after  all  I  might  have  been  mistaken, 
and  that  the  strangers  were  English,  now  vanished.  Still  my  principle 
has  always  been  never  to  give  in  while  life  remains,  aiid  so  I  resolved 
to  hold  on  till  I  got  completely  under  the  enemy's  guns,  and  then,  when 
I  found  that  there  was  a  strong  probability  of  my  being  sunk,  to  haul 
down  my  colours,  but  not  till  then.  I  had  heard  of  a  small  vessel 
escaping  even  from  under  the  very  guns  of  a  big  enemy,  and  I  intended 
not  to  throw  such  a  chance  away.     I  called  my  crew  afL 

"  My  men,"  said  I,  "  I  won't  ask  you  to  stick  to  me  to  the  last^ 
because  I  know  you  will.  Those  ships  astern  are  enemies:  well  do 
our  best  to  escape  from  them,  and  if  we  are  taken  and  the  chance  is 
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given  us,  we'll  endeavour  to  heave  our  cftptote  into  the  water,  and  to 
retake  the  schooner,  won't  we  1"' 

''  Yes,  sir,  that  we  will,"  answered  Grampus.  *'  I  speak  for  the 
rest,  because  I  know  their  minds,  and  you  are  just  the  man  to  do  the 
thing  if  it  is  to  he  done." 

I  told  the  people  that  I  was  gratified  at  the  good  opinion  they  had 
formed  of  me,  and  sent  them  hack  to  their  stations.  I  did  not  like 
the  look  of  things.  The  chances  of  escaping  were  veiy  small,  and  the 
prospects  of  a  French  prison  in  the  climate  of  the  West  Indies  was 
anything  but  pleasant. 

The  breeze  freshened,  and  we  went  tearing  away  through  the  smooth 
blue  sea,  sending  up  the  white  sparkling  foam  on  either  side  of  our 
bows,  and  leaving  a  long  line  of  white  astern ;  but  I  now  sadly  felt 
the  want  of  a  square-sail  and  topsails.  Had  I  possessed  them  to  set,  I 
fEuicied  that  I  could  easily  have  kept  ahead  of  my  pursuers.  My  glass 
was  seldom  off  them,  while  I  also  kept  it  sweeping  round  ahead  in 
the  hopes,  though  they  were  not  very  sanguine,  of  discovering  the 
British  squadron,  for  which  I  had  at  first  mistaken  the  enemy.  On 
we  flew,  but  the  sharp  line  of  the  horizon  on  every  side  was  unbroken 
by  the  slightest  dot  or  line  which  might  indicate  an  approaching 
sail.  I  watched  the  enemy.  It  was  soon  too  evident  that  they  were 
coming  up  with  us  at  a  speed  which  sadly  lessened  our  prospects  of 
escape.  Still  we  kept  beyond  the  range  of  thein  guns.  Unless,  how- 
ever, fortune  changed  in  our  favour,  this  could  not  long  be  the  case. 
Gradually  I  saw  the  chance  of  getting  away  diminishing,  and  the 
conviction  forced  itself  on  me  that  we  should  all  be  soon  prisoners  of 
war.     I  called  Grampus  to  me ;  he  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

**  Well,  then,"  said  I  with  a  sigh,  "  our  first  duty  is  to  destroy  all 
the  letters  and  despatches  with  which  I  have  been  entrusted.  Bring 
them  up  at  once." 

Grampus  dived  below,  and  returned  with  the  despatches  delivered 
to  me  by  Sir  Peter  Parker,  as  well  as  with  some  thirty  or  forty  letters 
from  the  merchants  of  Jamaica,  addressed  .to  the  masters  of  their  pri- 
vateers cruising  off  the  island,  with  none  of  which  I  had  hitherto 
fallen  in.  I  tied  the  whole  of  the  documents  up  in  a  piece  of  canvas, 
with  a  shot  in  it  ready  to  heave  overboard  when  the  last  ray  of  hope 
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had  disappeaied.  I  stamped  with  rage  as  I  saw  my  enemies  overtaking 
me ;  I  could  not  help  it.  My  men,  too,  eyed  them  as  if  they  felt  that 
if  they  had  been  on  board  a  ship  in  any  way  able  to  cope  with  such 
opponents,  they  would  speedily  have  given  a  good  account  of  them. 
I  scarcely  knew  what  to  wish  for.  A  tornado  was  the  only  thing  just 
then  likely  to  serve  me.  It  might  have  sent  the  schooner  to  the 
bottom,  but  if  she  weathered  it,  I  hoped  that  I  had  a  chance -of  escaping 
fipom  the  big  ships,  which  were  very  likely  to  be  widely  scattered 
before  it. 

The  sky,  however,  gave  no  indication  of  any  change  of  the  sort. 
Grampus  and  Tom  I  saw  pulling  very  long  faces  at  each  other,  as  much 
as  to  say,  ''  It's  all  up  with  us."  They  were  too  right.  On  came  the 
headmost  ship  with  the  "  Dolphin  "  hand  over  hand,  the  flag  of  France 
flaunting  proudly  at  her  peak.  A  shot  from  one  of  her  bow  guns  was  a 
significant  notice  to  me  to  heave-to.  I  did  so  with  a  very  bad  grace,  and 
as  I  put  down  my  helm,  I  could  not  help  wishing  that  France  and  all 
Frenchmen  were  swept  away  into  the  ocean. 

''  They  always  have  been,  and  always  will  be,  an  unmitigated  nuisance 
to  old  England  !"  I  exclaimed,  as  I  took  a  turn  on  the  deck,  while  my 
little  craft  lay  bobbing  away  slowly  at  our  big  opponent,  which,  having 
also  hove-to,  was  lowering  a  boat  to  board  us.  Then  I  took  up  the 
bundle  of  letters  and  hove  them  overboard,  when  down  they  sank,  pro- 
bably to  find  a  tomb  in  the  stomach  of  some  hungry  shark. 

"  At  all  events.  Messieurs  Crapeaux,  you  will  not  be  much  the  wiser 
for  what  is  in  them,"  I  exclaimed  with  a  feeling  of  no  little  bitterness. 

K I  did  not  feel  inclined  exactly  to  cut  my  own  throat,  I  certainly  had 
a  very  strong  wish  to  knock  the  fellows  on  the  head  whom  I  saw  pulling 
towards  me.  It  did  not  take  me  many  minutes  to  pack  up  my  own 
wardrobe.  My  people,  as  is  usual,  put  on  all  the  clothes  they  possessed, 
one  over  the  other,  and  then  we  all  stood  ready  to  receive  our  most 
unwelcome  visitors. 

«  Their  boat  was  soon  alongside,  and  a  well-dressed,  gentlemanly-looking 
officer  jumped  on  board,  and  announced  to  me  in  English  that  I  was  a 
prize  to  the  French  frigate  "CJiermente"  of  thii-ty-two  guns.  Captain 
McNamara,  an  Irishman  in  the  French  service. 

"  It  is  the  fortune  of  war,"  he  observed.     "  You  did  your  best  to 
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escape  us  when  you  found  out  that  we  weie  not  your  friends.  You  and 
your  people  will  come  on  board  my  ship ;  the  schooner  may  be  useful 
tons." 

I  could  only  bow  to  this  polite  speech,  and  say  that  I  was  ready  to 
attend  him  on  board  his  ship.  The  French  seamen,  however,  did  not 
seem  inclined  to  treat  us  with  much  ceremony,  and  several  who  came  on 
board  rummaged  about  in  every  direction  to  pick  up  whatever  they  could 
find. 

With  a  heavy  heart  I  left  the  ''  Dolphin,"  and  was  soon  transferred 
to  the  deck  of  the  French  frigate.  The  squadron  to  which  I  had  become 
a  prize  consisted  of  the  '' D6daigneuse"  and  "Chermente,"  both  of 
thirty-two  guns,  the  "Active"  of  twenty-eighty  and  the  "Providence" 
privateer,  which  with  the  "  Active  "  they  had  taken  the  day  before.  I 
cannot  say  much  for  the  discipline  of  the  French  frigate ;  for  it  appeared 
to  me  that  the  crew  were  veiy  much  inclined  to  be  insubordinate,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  officers  had  to  exercise  a  considerable  amount 
of  severity  in  keeping  them  under  necessary  discipline. 

It  was  a  bitter  pill  I  was  compelled  to  swallow.  For  ten  long  years  I 
had  been  serving  my  country  incessantly  as  midshipman  and  master's 
mate,  and  now  at  the  very  moment  when  I  felt  sure  that  I  was  about  to 
emerge  from  the  subordinate  rank  of  a  petty  officer,  and  to  obtain  my 
commission  as  a  lieutenant,  no  longer  to  be  subject  to  the  midnight  calls 
of  quartermasters  and  the  unnumbered  snubs  which  patient  midshipmen 
from  their  superiors  take,  I  found  all  my  hopes  of  my  promotion  dashed 
to  the  ground,  and  myself  an  unhappy  prisoner  of  war. 

I  had,  however,  plenty  of  companions  to  share  my  misfortune ;  on 
board  the  two  French  frigates  were  most  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
"Active,"  as  well  as  of  the  privateer.  Scarcely  had  I  stepped  on 
board  than  who  should  I  see  walking  the  deck  in  melancholy  mood  but 
my  old  friend  and  messmate  DeUsle,  and  by  his  side  was  Paddy  O'Dris- 
coU.  How  changed  had  soon  become  the  light-hearted,  jovial  mid- 
shipman !  The  feeling  of  captivity  was  weighing  heavily  on  his  spirits. . 
Indeed,  what  is  there  more  galling  to  an  officer  than  to  see  the  ship  to 
which  he  lately  belonged  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  himself  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  any  commands  they  may  choose  to  issue )  They  both, 
as  they  turned  in  their  walk,  started  at  seeing  me ;  for  of  course  they  did 
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not  knoTT  that  I  was  on  hoaid  the  vessel  jast  captured.  They  came 
forward  and  shook  hands  warmly. 

"  I  cannot  welcome  you  on  board  this  craft,  my  dear  Hurry,"  said 
Delisle,  "though  under  other  circumstances  I  should  have  been  truly 
glad  to  fall  in  with  you." 

"  Bad  luck  to  the  day  when  we  fell  into  the  power  of  the  Frenchmen !" 
exclaimed  O'DriscoU.  '^  And  to  think  that  an  Irishman,  or  the  son  of 
an  Irishman  maybe,  should  be  their  captain  makes  matters  worse.  Tm 
ashamed  of  my  countiyman,  that  I  am,  except  that  to  be  sure  he  has 
behaved  like  a  gentleman  to  us  since  we  came  on  board,  and  so  have  all 
his  officers." 

"  What  more  could  we  expect  T*  said  I.  "  He  did  but  his  duty  in 
capturing  us  :  perhaps  before  long  the  tables  may  be  turned,  you  know. 
Thei-e's  a  higer  squadron  of  our  ships  not  far  ofif,  and  I  don't  give  up 
all  hopes  that  these  ships  may  &11  in  with  them." 

My  two  friends  pricked  up  their  ears  at  what  I  told  them,  though  I 
myself  was  very  far  from  sanguine  about  the  two  squadrons  meeting. 
Should  they  meet  I  had  no  doubt  which  would  prove  victorious.  We 
of  course  did  not  express  our  hopes  to  our  captors,  but  we  kept  a  con- 
stant look-out  for  the  British  squadron.  Not  a  sail,  however,  appeared ; 
our  hopes  of  obtaining  our  freedom  grew  less  and  less,  and  on  the 
11th  of  the  month  sunk  to  zero  when  we  entered  the  harbour  of  Cape 
Fran9ois.  We  found  there  the  French  frigate  "  Concorde"  and  the  late 
British  frigate  "Minerva"  which  she  had  captured.  There  were  also 
several  sail  of  French  St.  Domingo  ships.  In  my  hurry  and  annoyance 
on  quitting  the  "Dolphin"  I  discovered  that  I  had  left  behind  me  my 
chest  of  clothes.  They  were  not  of  any  great  value,  though,  as  I  much 
wanted  them,  they  were  so  to  me.  I  therefore  requested  Captain 
McNamara  to  send  for  them.  He  at  once  politely  complied  with  my  wish, 
but  the  midshipman  he  sent  soon  returned  with  the  impleasant  informa- 
tion that  the  chest  was  in  the  cabin,  but  was  empty.  It  appeared  that 
after  the  "  Chermente's  "  boat  had  left  the  "  Dolphin,"  the  people  of  the 
"  D^aigneuso"  had  boarded  her,  and  plundered  her  of  everything  of 
value.  When  Captain  McNamara  heard  of  this,  he  instantly  sent  on 
board  that  ship,  and  endeavoured  to  recover  my  property ;  but  all  his 
trouble  was  in  vain.    The  French  seamen  were  far  too  knowing  to  give 
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up  anything  they  had  once  got  possession  of,  and  after  a  good  deal  of 
trouble  I  was  filially  compelled  to  be  content  with  my  loss,  as  I  saw  that 
there  was  no  probability  of  recovering  my  property. 

On  the  14th  my  brother-officers  lately  belonging  to  the  *' Active"  and 
I  were  politely  informed  that  we  were  to  be  condacted  on  shore  to  give 
our  parole  that  we  would  not  attempt  to  make  our  escape.  After  a  short 
consultation,  we  all  agreed  that,  although  to  get  away  from  the  lion's 
jaws  into  which  we  had  fallen  was  not  altogether  impossible,  it  was  very 
unlikely  that  we  should  succeed,  and  that  by  not  giving  our  parole  we 
should  be  subject  to  a  vast  deal  of  annoyance,  it  was  wiser  at  once  to 
give  it,  and  to  wait  patiently  till  we  were  exchanged.  Constant  confine- 
ment in  a  prison  in  the  West  Indies,  or  on  board  a  guard-ship  in  harbour, 
it  was  suggested  was  very  likely  to  release  us ;  but  it  would  be  into 
another  world,  to  which  we  had  just  then  no  inclination  to  go  if  we  could 
help  it.  We  were  received  on  shore  by  a  guard  of  iU-favoured  blacks — 
"  regular  blackguards,"  as  O'DriscoU  observed — ^between  whom  we  were 
conducted  to  the  residenee  of  his  Excellency  Governor  D'Aigu.  We 
were  kept  waiting  for  some  time  in  a  balcony  which  ran  round  the  house, 
subject  to  the  inspection  and  remarks  of  a  number  of  black  and  brown 
urchins,  who  made  us  feel  some  of  the  bitters  of  captivity  by  jeering  and 
pointing  at  us,  while  we  had  not  even  the  power  to  drive  them  away.  At 
length  an  officer  came  into  the  balcony  and  asked  us  into  a  laige  room, 
furnished  only  with  mats,  a  few  chairs,  and  some  marble  tables,  on  which 
stood  some  red  earthenware  jars,  full  of  water,  and  some  decanters  of 
claret,  looking  very  cool  and  pleasant.  The  great  man  was  seated  at  a 
table  at  one  end  of  the  room.  He  received  us,  I  thought,  at  first  very 
grumpily.  He  did  not  understand  English,  but  I  recognized  the  polite 
officer  who  had  boarded  the  ''Dolphin"  when  I  was  captured,  and  who 
appeared  to  be  there  in  the  capacity  of  an  interpreter.  The  governor 
inquired  our  respective  ranks.  I  fully  expected  to  be  classed  among  the 
midshipmen,  and  to  receive  my  pay  and  treatment  accordingly ;  but  I 
fortunately  had  in  my  pocket  the  appointment  given  me  by  Sir  Peter 
Parker  as  acting-lieutenant  of  the  ''  CameL"  I  bethought  me  of  exhibit- 
ing it,  and,  much  to  my  satisfaction,  it  was  acknowledged,  and  I  was  told 
that  I  should  be  treated  in  all  respects  as  a  lieutenant^  especially  as  I  had 
l>een  in  command  of  a  vessel  when  captured.    I  was  surprised  indeed  to 
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£nd  a  consideTable  sense  of  justice  in  all  the  proceedings  of  our  captois  at 
ihis  time.  Perhaps  the  bitter  feeling  they  afterwards  entertained  for  the 
English,  when  they  had  sustained  nmnherless  defeats,  had  not  then  sprung 
up.  My  friend,  the  second  captain  of  the  ''  Chermente,"  haTing  explained 
to  us  the  altematiye  to  which  we  should  he  subject  if  we  refused  to 
pledge  our  words  of  honour,  told  us  that  we  should  be  at  liberty  to  go  on 
43hore  whenever  we  liked,  and  to  walk  about  within  a  distance  of  a  mile 
from  the  shore.  Some  of  us  complained  of  the  narrowness  of  the  circle 
to  which  we  were  confined.  The  governor'  looked  quietly  up,  and 
remarked  that  we  might  consider  ourselves  fortunate  that  it  was  no 
narrower.  The  observation  was  interpreted  for  our  benefit,  and  no 
further  remark  was  made  on  the  subject.  We  all  went  through  the 
ceremony  required  of  us,  and  then,  without  loss  of  time,  were  once  more 
marched  down  to  the  boats  and  conveyed  on  board  the  "  Chermente," 
where  all  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  were  collected.  Most  of  the  men  were 
sent  away  in  a  cartel.  Nol  Grampus  parted  from  me  with  great  reluctance, 
but  when  Tom  Eockets  was  told  hp  must  go,  he  turned  round  towards  me 
and  exclaimed, — 

"  Mr.  Hurry,  sir,  do  you  want  to  part  with  me  1  Tve  sailed  with  you 
since  I  was  a  boy,  and,  come  foul  weather  or  fair,  if  I  have  my  will  TU 
follow  you  still.  Just  tell  these  mounseers  that  you  want  a  servant  to  tend 
on  you,  and  that  you  can't  do  without  me,  and  then  maybe  they'll  let  me 
stay." 

I  tried  to  persuade  Tom  that  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  go  away,  but 
all  I  could  say  would  not  turn  him  from  his  purpose,  and  so  I  made  his 
wishes  known  to  the  governor.  To  my  surprise,  he  was  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  capacity  of  my  servant,  on  my  pledging  my  word  that  he  would  not 
attempt  to  escape.  I  afterwards  found  that  a  considerable  number  of 
seamen  were  detained  by  the  French,  to  be  exchanged  afterwards  when 
more  Frenchmen  were  taken  prisoners.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  on 
this  station,  at  all  events,  the  French  had,  I  believe,  the  advantage  in  that 
respect  Afterwards,  however,  it  was  all  the  other  way,  and  we  English 
had  more  prisoners  than  we  could  well  look  after. 

"We  spent  a  week  on  board  the  "Chermente"  while,  I  suppose,  our 
captors  were  considering  what  was  to  be  done  with  us.  Kow  I  must  say 
iha.%,  though  I  have  no  love  for  the  French,  or  French  manners  or  customs 


Digitized  by 


Uoogle 


240  HUBRIGANB  HUBBT. 

or  ideas,  still  I  should  be  very  ungrateful  if  I  did  not  acknowledge  the 
kindness  and  attention  we  all  received  from  Captain  McNamara  and  his 
officers.  O'Driscoll  said  it  all  arose  £rom  his  father  being  an  Irishman. 
However,  as  his  officers  weie  not  Irishmen,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
a  portion  of  the  nation  are  capable  of  great  courtesy  and  kindness,  and  I 
am  not  at  all  disposed  to  utter  a  sweeping  condemnation  against  them, 
like  an  old  master  in  the  service  whom  I  once  knew.  My  worthy  mess- 
mate was  taken  prisoner  and  kept  in  Fiance  some  eight  or  ten  years  or 
more.  When  at  last  he  was  released,  and  an  officer  was  wanted  for  some 
special  purpose  who  spoke  French  well,  he  was  applied  to,  it  being  sup- 
posed that  by  that  time  he  would  have  acquired  a  peifect  knowledge  of 
the  language.  "What!"  he  exclaimed,  with  an  indignant  expression, 
«  do^  you  suppose  that  I  would  so  far  forget  what  was  due  to  my  nation 
and  my  profession  as  to  go  and  learn  the  humbugging  ugly  language  of 
the  enemies  of  my  country  1  No,  indeed,  I  did  my  best  not  to  learn  a 
word,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  know  as  little  of  French  now  as  when 
I  was  first  taken  prisoner."  Though  I  may  have  laughed  at  my  worthy 
friend's  want  of  worldly  wisdom,  I  could  never  help  admiring  his  sturdy, 
uncompromising  patriotism. 
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CHAPTEE  XV. 

Ordered  to  proceed  to  Oa  TroiL^Esoape  from  oar  black  gtuuKb: — Kind  reoeptSon  at  a 
coontry-hoofie. — Our  gaards  re-appear.— Meet  Delisle.^Again  well  entertained  by 
a  planter. — Adventnrea  on  the  road. — ^Beacb  On  Tron.— Pat  np  in  a  stable. — Bad 
treatment  of  prisoners  of  war. 

HiTHEBTO  we  had  been  treated  with  kindness  and  attention  by  the  officers 
of  the  French  fiigate,  bnt  a  change  in  our  lot  was  about  to  occur.  On 
the  20th  September  we  were  suddenly  ordered  to  go  on  shore,  and  when 
there  we  found  that  we  were  to  prepare  for  an  immediate  start  to  a  place 
called  Ou  Trou,  thirty  miles  away  in  the  interior.  Having  been  marched 
np  to  the  governor's  house,  we  were  told  to  be  ready  to  commence  our 
journey  by  three  o'clock,  and  were  then  allowed  to  go  about  our  business. 
We  accordingly,  feeliikg  l^e  necessity  of  fortifying  the  inner  man,  went 
to  the  first  inn  of  which  the  place  could  boast,  called  the  Dutch  Hotel, 
and  ordered  the  best  dinner  it  could  turn  out.  "  Plenty  of  wine  1"  was 
the  general  cry,  at  which  Mynheer  von  Tromp  grinned  furiously.  We 
were  just  the  customers  he  liked,  and  promised  to  fulfil  our  wishes  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power.  In  the  meantime  we  strolled  about  the  town. 
There  was  very  little  to  attract  us  in  it,  and  our  footsteps  took  us  involxm- 
tarily  to  a  spot  whence  we  could  obtain  a  good  view  of  the  ocean,  which 
we  feared  that  we  were  destined  for  so  long  a  time  not  again  to  see. 
Alas !  how  many  of  us  were  destined  never  again  to  behold  that  ocean  we 
loved  so  well  I  As  Delisle  and  I  sat  together  and  looked  out  on  the  bnght 
blue  expanse  spread  before  us,  and  dotted  here  and  therewith  white  sails 
glancing  in  the  sunbeams,  and  observed  the  unfrequented  shore  and  the 
fishermen's  boats  drawn  up  on  the  beach,  we  agreed  how  easy  it  would 
have  been,  had  we  not  given  our  parole,  to  have  made  our  escape,  and  as 
to  danger,  we  settled  that  we  would  have  run  it  willingly  for  the  sake  ot 
escaping  ^m  our  confinement  We  would  have  put  off  in  one  of  the 
canoes  and  pulled  away  right  out  to  sea  till  we  were  picked  up  by  an 
English  cruiser  or  merchantman.    While  we  were  sitting  admiring  the 
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scene  several  negroes  passed  us,  great^  big,  "bnrly  fellows,  laughing  and 
singing  at  the  top  of  their  voices.  Each  couple  of  them  carried  a  burden, 
resting  on  two  poles.  We  soon  suspected  their  errand.  On  reaching  the 
beach,  dose  to  the  water,  they  threw  down  their  burdens  and  began 
digging  away  with  short  spades  they  carried  at  their  waists.  They  did 
not  cease  laughing  and  shouting,  and  had  soon  dug  a  shallow  hole  big 
enough  to  contain  a  dozen  people.  The  burdens  which  they  had  borne  to 
the  spot  were  quickly  tumbled  in.  Before  the  operations  were  concluded 
other  big,  half-naked  negroes  arrived  with  more  corpses,  which  were 
treated  in  the  same  unceremonious  manner,  and  then  all  were  speedily 
covered  up,  and  the  black  monsters  went  stamping  and  dancing,  singing 
all  the  while,  carelessly  over  the  huge  grave. 

"  Who  can  they  bel"  I  asked  of  Delisle ;  "I  mean  the  poor  fellows 
who  lie  buried  down  there  at  our  feet." 

My  messmate  spoke  French,  so  he  called  one  of  the  negroes  as  they 
passed  and  made  the  inquiry  of  him.    The  black  fellow  grinned  horribly. 

"English  seamen.  Taken  prisoners  lately.  They  have  the  fever 
among  them.  Yellow  Jack.  They  are  dying  like  rotten  sheep.  No 
matter.  They  are  all  heretics,  so  we  bury  them  here.  They  are  not  fit 
for  consecrated  ground.  Bah !"  was  the  answer,  delivered  with  a  broad 
grin,  as  if  the  speaker  had  uttered  a  good  joke. 

Delisle  turned  away  and  came  back  to  me. 

"Let  us  return  to  the  inn,"  said  L  "It  must  be  dinner-time;  I 
cannot  ei^'oy  this  spot  any  longer." 

All  our  party  quickly  assembled  at  the  hotel,  and  we  soon  forgot  the 
unpleasant  scene  we  had  witnessed.  Mynheer  had  not  forgotten  our 
order  to  have  an  abundance  of  liquor  ready,  though  I  cannot  say  much 
for  the  delicacy  of  the  viands  he  placed  before  us.  I  know  that  the 
bottles  circulated  round  the  table  very  rapidly,  and  that  the  wine  was 
pronounced  very  good.  It  possessed,  I  remember,  the  quality  of  being 
very  strong,  so  that  we  soon  forgot,  thanks  to  its  fumes,  all  the  misfor- 
tunes which  had  been  oppressing  our  spirits,  and  soon  hilarity  and  fun 
reigned  among  us.  While  we  held  up  our  sparkling  glasses,  and  the  joke 
and  laugh  went  round,  no  one  would  have  supposed  that  we  were  a  party 
of  forlorn  prisoners  about  to  be  marched  off  to  a  solitary  abode  in  the 
midst  of  a  half-barbarous  island.     Toasts  and  sentiments  were  uttered,  and 
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even  songs  were  snug,  and,  for  mj  own  part,  I  know  that  I  entirely 
foigot  where  I  was  or  what  I  was  abont  to  do.  While  our  revels  were  at 
their  height  a  black  officer  made  his  appearance  at  the  door. 

"  Messieurs,  it  is  time  to  begin  your  journey.  Your  mules  ate  at  the 
door.    You  must  mount  at  once  and  proceed." 

The  order  was  more  easily  given  than  obeyed.  With  regard  to  the 
matter  of  mounting  and  sticking  on,  that,  in  whatever  condition  a  seaman 
is,  he  can  generally  accomplish ;  but  the  guiding  a  horse,  .mule,  or  donkey 
is  a  very  different  affair,  and  beyond  often  the  power  of  a  sober  sailor, 
much  more  of  a  drunken  one. 

*'  Oh,  bad  luck  to  the  blackguards !  we  are  not  going  to  have  our  con- 
viviality cut  short  by  them  or  any  like  them !"  exclaimed  O'DriscoU,  filling 
up  his  glass  with  Burgundy  as  some  of  the  party  were  about  to  rise  ftom 
their  chairs. 

"  Let's  sit  down  and  be  merry  yet  awhile  longer — ^we  shall  not  get 
such  liqour  as  this  at  the  town  where  we  are  to  take  up  our  abode.*' 
He  little  knew  what  a  true  word  he  was  speaking  when  he  said  that. 
His  example  was  infectious,  and,  captain  and  all,  we  sat  down  and  filled 
up  our  glasses.  A  toast  was  proposed,  succeeded  by  a  tremendous  rapping 
on  the  table.  Before  it  had  ceased  the  door  was  swung  open  and  a 
nigger  officer  marched  into  the  room  in  a  furious  rage. 

'Tor  what  you  disobey  orders?''  he  exclaimed,  in  very  tolerable 
nigger-English ;  "  you  come  out  at  once  and  mount,  or  I  get  the  whip  in 
among  you  and  make  you  fly ! " 

"Ho,  ho,  Quasho,  you've  got  an  English  tongue  in  your  head !  where 
did  you  pick  that  up,  you  rascal — ^you  run-away  slave  from  Jamacy,  I 
guess— eh,  eh ) "  cried  O'Driscoll,  turning  round  and  looking  at  the  fellow 
with  an  expression  of  supreme  contempt. 

I  fully  expected  to  see  the  anger  of  the  negro  become  ungovernable ; 
instead  of  that,  however,  he  prepared  to  back  out  of  the  room,  and  as  far 
as  a  negro  can  turn  pale,  he  did  so,  and  seemed  at  once  to  lose  all  power 
of  speech. 

"  You've  hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head,  O'Driscoll,"  observed  DeUsle ; 
"however,  there  is  no  use  in  exciting  the  anger  of  the  people,  we  may 
suffer  for  it  in  the  end." 

Others  were  of  the  latter  opinion ;  and  at  last  wo  all  rose,  and  paying 

B    2  Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


244  HUBBIOANB  HUBBT. 

the  landlord's  somewhat  extortionate  demand  with  the  hest  grace  we 
could,  considering  the  hole  it  made  in  our  pocket,  went  out  to  inspect  our 
beasts.  They  were  tolerably  strong  animals,  and  two  or  three  looked  as 
if  they  had  some  go  in  them,  at  all  events. 

"  I  say,  Hurry,  just  keep  an  eye  on  those  two  beasts,"  said  O'Driscoll, 
pointing  at  two  of  the  best  mules.  "  No  one  else  seems  to  know  one  brute 
from  another." 

Such  was  the  case,  for  aU  hands,  except  Delisle,  were  more  than  three 
sheets  in  the  wind.  Poor  Eobson,  one  of  the  lieutenants  was  one  of  the 
worst  Two  negroes  mounted  on  mules  appeared  to  serre  as  our  escort 
or  guard.  They  were  armed  with  long,  formidable-looking  pistols  stuck 
in  their  belts,  with  hangers  by  their  sides.  Had  we  wished  to  get  away, 
or  had  we  known  of  any  place  to  which  we  could  fly,  we  should  have 
used  wondrous  little  ceremony  in  disposing  of  them. 

''Mount,  gen'men,  mount ! "  exclaimed  the  black  officer. 

''  More  easily  said  than  done,  old  codger,"  hiccoughed  Eobson,  essaying  to 
get  across  the  back  of  a  restiff  mule.  "  I  should  like  to  see  your  nigger 
grand  excellency  with  three  bottles  of  Burgundy  under  your  belt  attempting 
to  do  that  same.  However,  to  men  of  courage  nothing  is  impossible — 
so  here  goes.  Heave  a-head,  my  hearties  1 "  Making  a  spring,  he  threw 
himself  on  to  the  top  of  the  saddle,  but  with  an  impetus  so  great  that  he 
toppled  over  completely  and  came  down  on  his  nose  on  the  opposite  side. 

One  of  ourblack  escort,  seeing  the  catastrophe,  hurried  up  to  help  the  £sdlen 
officer.  Eobson  seeing  him  coming,  and  not  comprehending  his  inten- 
tions, tackled  him  at  once  as  if  he  had  been  an  enemy,  and  the  moment  he 
came  within  reach  began  pommelling  him  away  most  vehemently.  This 
naturally  excited  Sambo's  anger,  and  foigetting  his  habitual  dread  of  white 
men,  he  paid  him  back  much  in  the  same  coin.  The  spectators  meantime 
shouted  with  laughter,  urging  on  the  combatants.  Drunk  as  he  was, 
Eobson  soon,  I  saw,  got  much  the  best  of  it,  and  was  punishing  the  nigger 
most  severely.  The  latter  did  not  like  this  treatment,  and  was,  I  suspected, 
growing  vicious.  Now  one  rolled  in  the  dust,  now  the  other,  but 
Sambo  was  generally  the  sufferer.  Fearing  that  he  might  make  use  of  a 
long  knife  I  saw  stuck  in  his  belt,  I  made  signs  to  Tom  Eockets,  who 
not  having  had  the  means  of  procuring  Burgundy,  was  happily  sober,  to 
go  in  and  put  an  end  to  the  combat. 
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Poor  Tom  had  better  not  have  interfered,  for  Sambo,  mistaking  him 
for  his  first  antagonist,  began  pommelling  away  most  f uiiously  at  his  head, 
while  Eobson,  not  comprehending  the  cause  of  his  interference,  attacked 
him  on  the  other  side. 

"  Who  are  you,  you  son  of  a  searcook,  who  ventures  to  interfere  in  the 
quarrels  of  two  gentlemen,  I  should  like  to  knowl ''  ho  hiccoughed  out; 
^'  let  me  tell  you,  I  don't  allow  such  proceedings ! " 

"  My  eyes,  two  gentlemen ! "  exclaimed  Tom,  fairly  nonplussed ;  "  you 
is  an  officer,  sir,  but  a  rum  sort  of  gentleman  is  t'other,  I  should  think." 

Tom  bore  his  hammering  for  some  time,  when,  getting  a  £adr  lick  at 
Sambo,  he  sent  him  spinning  away  ten  yards  off  with  a  blow  of  his  ox-like 
fist.  Sambo  looked  yeiy  much  astonished,  scarcely  comprehending  at 
first  whence  the  blow  had  come,  but  it  had  the  effect  of  teaching  him,  I 
suspect,  for  the  future,  to  respect  the  arm  of  a  British  tar,  and  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  combat,  which,  I  fain  must  own,  did  not  redound  much  to 
the  credit  of  my  brotherofficer. 

''Come,  sir,"  quoth  honest  Tom,  seizing  him  by  the  leg,  "just  let  me 
hoist  you  aboard  this  here  animal,  you'll  be  more  comfortable  like  than 
kicking  away  here  on  the  ground. 

Eobson  made  no  objection,  but  looked  up  with  a  smiling  aspect  in 
Tom's  face. 

"Yeo-ho!  heave-ho!"  sang  out  my  follower,  and  the  lieutenant  was 
quickly  seated  on  the  back  of  the  quadruped,  though,  I  suspect^  he  sat  there 
with  no  great  amount  of  comfort,  for  he  held  on  tightly  by  the  pommel 
with  both  hands,  as  if  he  expected  soon  to  be  tossed  off  again.  Perhaps 
he  had  in  his  recollection  the  occurrence  of  some  such  accident  in  former 
times. 

After  this  there  was  a  general  cry  of  "  Heave  a-head,  my  hearties, 
heave  a-head ! "  And  we  all  mounted  as  best  we  could.  Our  two  black 
guards  got  on  their  steeds  in  no  very  good  humour  with  affairs  in  general, 
and  us  in  particular,  though  their  mules  were  the  greatest  sufferers. 

How  the  authorities  could  suppose  that  two  niggers,  albeit  armed  with 
the  longest  hangers,  and  the  biggest  pistols  ever  used,  could  keep  in  order 
a  party  of  half-drunken  British  officers  rendered  reckless  by  vexation,  I 
do  not  know.  It  made  us  fancy  that  they  had  very  few  men  to  spare 
for  any  service  but  that  of  actual  warfare. 
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They  had  our  woid  that  we  would  not  run  away,  but  certainly  we  had 
given  no  pledges  that  we  would  not  indulge  ourselves  in  any  frolic 
which  might  be  suggested  to  our  fertile  imaginations. 

The  word  at  last  was  given,  and  off  set  our  cavalcade  from  the  town  of 
Cape  Fran9ois,  the  negroes  shouting  and  the  mules  kicking  and  snorting 
and  making  all  sorts  of  wonderful  noises.  We  did  not  leave  the  place 
with  any  especial  regret,  but  we  should  have  done  so  had  we  known 
where  we  were  going.  Bobson,  whose  head  was  pretty  strong,  soon 
recovered  his  equilibrium,  and  he,  Delisle,  O'DrisooU,  and  I  rode  together. 
I  am  no  great  hand  at  describing  scenery.  I  remember  it  was  wild  in  the 
extreme — ^blue  ranges  of  hills  and  deep  valleys,  and  plains  partly  culti- 
vated, but  mostly  left  in  a  state  of  nature  oveigrown  with  giant  ceybas, 
between  which  were  seen  in  rich  profusion  e  veiy  species  of  parasitical  plant 
twining  and  twisting  and  hanging  in  drooping  wreaths,  which  monkeys 
converted  into  swings,  while  humming-birds  at  the  pendant  ends  built 
their  tiny  nests.  Then  there  were  mango  thickets,  which  as  we  journeyed 
among  them,  with  their  dense  foliage,  shut  out  the  view  on  every  side, 
and  tall  palm-trees  towering  up  proudly  here  and  there  in  the  plain. 
There  were  rice  and  sugar  plantations  also,  and  their  houses  of  one  storey 
and  red-tiled  roofs  and  broad  verandahs,  and  gangs  of  negroes  as  they 
trudged,  laughing  and  shouting,  to  their  work  at  the  baking-house  or  mills 
for  crushing  the  canes,  and  in  the  wide  savannas  there  were  cattle  grazing 
and  herds  of  long-eared,  fine  mules,  which  put  our  sorry  steeds  to  shame. 

"  I  say,  this  is  terribly  slow  work,"  quoth  O'DriscoU,  ranging  up  along- 
side me ;  "  what  do  you  say  to  giving  our  nigger  friends  the  go-by  ? 
We  can't  come  to  much  harm.  We've  got  the  bearings  of  Ou  Trou, 
I  fancy — indeed,  I  don't  think  that  there  is  any  other  town  in  that 
direction.  At  all  events,  we  may  meet  with  some  adventure,  and  it  will 
be  pleasanter  than  jogging  along  at  this  rate." 

The  proposal  was  one  which  jumped  amazingly  with  the  fancy  of  all 
the  party.  We  had  not  long  to  wait  before  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
putting  our  scheme  into  execution.  We  four  were  ahead  of  the  rest 
of  the  party.  Suddenly  we  came  upon  a  spot  where  four  roads  branched 
off  in  different  directions. 

"Away  we  go,  my  boys,"  shouted  O'Driscoll,  and  to  the  astonishment 
of  our  guard  we  struck  our  spurs  into  the  sides  of  our  mules,  and  off  we 
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galloped,  each  by  a  sepaiate  load,  or  rather  track,  for  road,  properly  so 
called,  there  was  none.  We  had  agreed  to  reunite  after  riding  on  for 
twenty  minntes  or  so,  but  we  forgot  that  such  a  determination  might  not 
be  80  easily  accomplished  as  designed.  Oar  black  guard  pnlled  up, 
shouting  lustily  and  tugging  at  and  scratching  his  woolly  locks,  uncer- 
tain in  which  direction  to  pursue  us.  In  yain  he  shouted,  and  shrieked, 
and  swore.  The  extraordinary  mixture  of  nigger  and  French  oaths  in 
which  he  gave  vent  to  his  fury  had  no  effect  on  us.  He  might  as  well 
haye  tried  to  stop  a  fly-away  eagle  with  them.  We  turned  round  and 
shook  our  hands  and  laughed  at  him.  After  going  on  for  a  little  time  I 
discovered  that  he  did  not  pursue  me,  so  when  my  mule  began  to  show 
signs  of  fatigue  I  pulled  up  and  rode  on  leisurely.  Kot  long  after  I 
heard  a  tramping  behind  me,  and  expected  to  find  that  it  was  the  negro, 
but  on  looking  back  I  made  out  O'DriscoU  in  chase  of  me.  I  having 
accordingly  hove-to,  he  came  up  to  me,  laughing  heartily. 

"  Well,  faith,  we  have  clean  done  the  niggers  !"  he  exclaimed.  ''We 
may  now  ride  on  leisurely  and  see  what  fortune  has  in  store  for  us.  I 
intend  to  throw  care  to  the  dogs  and  to  forget  that  I  am  a  prisoner  of 
war.  What's  the  use  of  moaning  and  groaning,  and  sighing  and  dying  ? 
But  oh,  Molly  Malone )  Molly  Malone,  what  will  ye  do  when  ye  hear 
that  your  own  faithful  Patrick  may  chance  to  be  kept  so  many  long  years 
away  from  you  1  Ay,  there's  the  rub,  Hurry.  Now  you,  you  happy 
fellow,  don't  care  for  anybody.  It's  all  the  same  to  you  where  you  may 
be,  but  should  Molly,  now,  think  I  was  never  coming  back  and  go  and 
marry  some  one  else,  it  would  be  a  bitter  pUl  to  swaUow." 

Paddy  went  on  conjuring  up  all  sorts  of  melancholy  pictures  in  which 
Miss  Molly  Malone  played  a  conspicuous  part,  till  his  feelings  fiiirly  got 
the  better  of  him  and  he  began  to  blabber  outright.  This  was  too  much. 
I  doubt  not  the  Burgundy  helped  the  tears  to  flow.  My  own  feelings  and 
thoughts  I  kept  to  myself  and  did  my  best  to  comfort  him,  and  in  another 
three  minutes  he  was  roaring  at  the  top  of  his  voice  with  laughter. 

''  Hillo,  what's  that  a-head  ?  A  stately  mansion,  as  I  am  a  gentleman  I" 
he  exclaimed,  as  a  red-tiled  building  oi  a  single  story  appeared  before  us. 
Well  go  and  request  the  hospitality  of  the  noble  owner.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  wUl  be  enchanted  to  afford  it  when  he  discovers  that  we 
are  officers  and  gentlemen." 
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We  tamed  aside  ihiough  a  gateway  whicK  led  to  the  mansioiL  Itwas 
a  laige,  low  edifice  Burrounded  by  a  broad  Yeiandah,  a  flight  of  stone 
steps  leading  to  the  principal  entrance.  As  we  rode  np  a  thin  old  gen- 
tleman, with  a  powdered  wig,  long-tailed  coat>  silk  breeches  and  diamond 
buckles,  appeared  at  the  top  of  the  steps  and  summoned  a  troop  of 
negroes,  who  rushed  forward  to  assist  us  to  dismount  and  to  hold  our 
mules. 

'*  This  is  treating  us  with  proper  respect/'  observed  O'Driscoll,  assqining 
an  air  of  as  much  dignity  as  he  could  command,  and,  mounting  the  steps, 
he  commenced  an  address,  which  the  old  gentleman,  in  spite  of  his  polite- 
ness, showed  that  he  could  not  possibly  comprehend.  I  could  command 
a  few  sentences  in  French  by  this  time,  so  I  tried  to  explain  that  we  were 
trayelling  towards  Ou  Trou,  and  that  we  were  uncertain  of  our  way.  He 
said  something  about  commissionaires.  I  suspect  he  took  us  for  Americans. 
However,  he  politely  invited  us  into  a  lai^  airy  room  covered  with  mats, 
and  made  us  sit  down  on  a  cool  cane-bottomed  sofiEt  and  had  sweetmeats 
and  cakes  and  delicious  cool  wine  and  water  brought  in,  and  then  he 
produced  a  bundle  of  unexceptionable  cigars,  and  we  were  speedily  made 
very  happy  and  comfortable.  We  smoked  and  laughed  and  talked  away, 
but  I  doubt  that  our  host  understood  anything  we  said.  This  was  all 
very  pleasant,  and  we  enjoyed  it  amazingly.  At  length  the  ladies  of  our 
host's  family  arrived.  They  had  been  driving  round  the  estate — ^it  was 
a  large  sugar  one — ^in  a  volante,  jogging  and  jolting,  I  doubt  not,  for  the 
roads,  if  so  they  might  be  called,  were  execrable^a  fine  thing  for  the 
bile,  as  O'DriscoU  observed. 

The  ladies  looked  as  if  their  drive  had  agreed  with  them,  for  they 
were  fiill  of  life  and  animation  and  courtesy  and  kindness.  A  French 
Creole  is  really  a  very  handsome  creature — I  mean  those  of  the  softer  sex. 
The  men  are  generally  dried-parchment,  shrivelled-up-looking  little  mon- 
strosities. I  cannot  account  for  the  difference.  We  made  out  that  there 
was  madame  la  mere  and  three  daughters,  and  a  brace  of  cousins.  They 
must  have  had  a  couple  of  volantes  or  more,  for  the  mother  would  have 
amply  filled  the  half  of  one  at  least,  and  two  of  the  daughters  would 
have  required  a  capacious  vehiole  to  convey  them,  independent  of  hoops, 
with  which  they  had  not  encumbered  themselves. 

They  speedily  threw  themselves  into  chairs  and  sofas,  and  coffee  was 
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brought  to  them,  and  then  cigars,  which  they  lighted,  without  ceremony, 
from  small  lumps  of  hot  charcoal  handed  to  them  by  a  little  black  slave- 
girl 

In  a  short  time  some  young  men  came  in.  They  appeared  to  be 
brothers  and  cousins  of  the  young  ladies,  or  perhaps  there  was  a  lover  or 
so  among  them.  One  went  to  a  spinet  which  stood  at  the  end  of  the 
room,  and  another  brought  in  a  violin  and  began  to  strike  up  a  dancing 
air.  Then,  to  show  that  we  were  civilized  beings,  O'DriscoU  and  I  rose 
to  our  feet,  and  each  offering  a  hand  to  a  young  lady,  we  commenced  a 
minuet  to  the  air  which  was  being  played.  We  flattered  ourselves  that 
we  performed  our  parts  to  admiration,  though  our  knowledge  had  been 
picked  up  during  a  few  evenings  spent  on  shore  at  New  York  during  our 
last  stay  there.  To  the  minuet  succeeded  a  regular  countiy-dance.  Here 
O'Driscoll  felt  that  he  could  show  off  in  right  good  style,  and  accordingly 
frisked  and  froUicked  and  jumped  about  in  the  most  vehement  way 
imaginable.  He  soon  danced  himself  into  the  good  graces  of  all  the  lady 
part  of  the  community,  who  seemed  to  admire  his  red  hair  and  ruddy 
cheeks,  which  formed  so  great  a  contrast  to  their  own  complexions.  I 
heard  them  remarking  that  he  was  t^Joli  gargon  and  a  hon  gargon^  and 
the  more  impudent  he  looked,  and  the  more  he  fiK)licked,  the  more  they 
admired  him.  I  came  in  for  some  share  of  their  commendations,  I  flatter 
myself  though  not  perhaps  to  so  large  a  one  as  he  did,  but  whether  or 
not  £Fom  the  same  cause  I  will  not  pretend  to  say.  Evening  was  drawing 
on  and  our  contentment  and  hilarity  were  at  their  height — as  to  being 
prisoners,  we  forgot  all  about  that — ^when  who  should  pop  his  head  in  at 
the  door  but  the  ugly  black  rascal  who  had  acted  as  our  guard,  the  fellow 
with  the  long  pistols  and  hanger.  We  endeavoured  to  ignore  his  acquaint- 
ance and  laughed  heartily  in  his  fiEtce,  when  he  said  that  he  had  come  to 
carry  us  off. 

''  Pooh,  pooh !"  exclaimed  O'Driscoll,  going  up  to  him,  and,  shaking  him 
by  the  shoulders,  turned  him  about  to  shove  him  out  of  the  room;  but  an 
harangue  he  uttered  appeared  to  have  a  considerable  effect  on  our  host. 
What  he  said  I  do  not  know.  Our  host's  manner  at  once  changed 
towards  us. 

''It  appears,  gentlemen,"  said  he,  coming  up  to  us,  ''that  you  are 
setting  at  defiance  the  authorities  of  the  island.    I  cannot  sanction  such 
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a  proceeding.  I  took  you  for  very  different  people  to  what  I  now  find 
that  you  are.     I  regret  it,  but  I  must  giye  you  back  into  custody." 

Such  was  the  import  of  the  old  gentleman's  address  as  far  as  we  could 
comprehend  it.  It  made  us  look  very  blue  and  feel  very  foolisL  The 
worst  of  it  waSy  that  even  our  £ur  friends  began  to  turn  up  their  noses  at 
us.     Suddenly  O'Driscoll  slapped  his  leg  with  yehemence. 

*'  rU  bet  a  thousand  dollars  that  black  scoundrel  has  been  telling 
a  parcel  of  lies  about  us,  which  has  so  suddenly  made  our  friend.  Monsieur 
Shagreen  here,  so  suddenly  change  his  opinion  of  us.  Til  ask  him,  and 
assure  him  that  the  blackamoor  is  not  to  be  trusted." 

On  this  O'Driscoll'  held  forth  to  the  old  gentleman,  who,  however,  as 
he  could  not  make  head  nor  tail  of  what  was  said  to  him,  was  not  much 
edified.  Had  we  been  able  indeed  to  speak  French  fluently,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  should  have  got  the  better  of  the  nigger.  Ab  it  was  he 
got  the  better  of  us,  and  finally  got  us  again  under  his  guardianship. 
The  only  consolation  was  that  we  obtained  the  sympathy  of  the  ladies, 
who,  when  they  really  understood  our  painful  position,  at  once  exhibited 
a  delicacy  and  kindness  which  we  had  not  expected  when  we  were  first 
introduced  to  them.  They  quickly  disappeared,  and  came  back  with  a 
variety  of  articles  which  they  thought  might  conduce  to  our  comfort. 
Blessings  on  the  sex,  whether  black,  brown  or  white,  wherever  they  are 
found !  The  negro  fumed  and  foamed  and  talked  very  big,  I  doubt  no^ 
though  what  he  said  we  could  not  clearly  comprehend.  He  seemed  also 
disposed  to  prevent  us  from  receiving  the  gifts  which  the  ladies  offered. 
This  made  them,  we  saw,  very  indignant;  but  they  quickly  managed  to  get 
round  him,  and,  either  by  threats  or  bribes,  induced  him  to  promise  that 
he  would  treat  us  with  kindness.  They  stowed  all  their  gifts,  which 
consisted  chiefly  of  eatables,  into  some  grass  bags,  which  were  slung 
across  our  mules'  backs  in  front  of  us.  The  negro  showed  by  his  impa- 
tient gestures  that  he  wanted  to  be  off,  so,  bidding  our  kind  hostesses 
farewell  and  expressing  our  gratitude  as  best  we  could,  we  descended  the 
fiteps  to  mount  our  beasts.  Our  host's  leave-taking  was  &r  more  formal 
than  his  reception  of  us.  He  was  evidently  a  kind-hearted,  generous 
man,  but  could  not  shut  out  of  his  sight  certain  visions  of  offended 
dignitaries  angry  at  the  entertainment  he  had  afforded  to  the  enemies  of 
La  Belle  France. 
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We  were  sorry  that  we  could  not  more  dearly  explain  to  liim  our  senBe 
of  his  hospitality.  He  waved  his  hand  as  we  mounted,  but  declined  to 
take  ours,  and  showed  to  the  bystanders  by  every  means  in  his  power  that 
he  was  heartily  glad  to  be  rid  of  us. 

"Never  mind,  we'll  not  be  offended,"  said  ODriscoll,  as  we  rode  on. 
"  He  is  a  fine  old  gentleman,  and  I  dare  say,  if  it  were  not  for  his  fear  of 
the  powers  that  be,  he  would  have  been  as  polite  as  ever  to  us." 

We  had  gone  on  some  mUes  when  the  clattering  of  an  animal's  hoofs 
attracted  our  attention,  and  to  our  satisfieustion  we  saw  Delisle  coming  along 
a  track  to  our  right.  He  had  lost  his  way  and  met  with  all  sorts  of  adven- 
tures ;  but,  as  he  spoke  French  well,  he  easily  got  out  of  theio.  He  also 
had  been  entertained  very  kindly  by  a  Creole  family,  who  took  him  for  a 
French  officer,  but  threatened  if  any  heretical  Englishman  came  into 
their  power  they  would  do  for  him.  At  that  time  the  Boman  Catholic 
inhabitants  of  the  French  colonies  were  bigoted  in  the  extreme — ^though 
surpassed  probably  by  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese,  who  even  then 
would  have  thought  they  were  doing  God  service  to  bum  a  heretic. 

It  was  now  growing  dark,  or  rather  the  sun  was  on  the  verge  of  the 
horizon,  and  we  knew  that  in  another  ten  minutes  day  would  have  changed 
into  night,  so  rapid  is  the  transition  in  those  latitudes  from  light  to  dark- 
ness. We  began  to  wonder  what  had  become  of  Bobson.  Half-seas-over 
as  he  had  been,  as  we  grew  more  sober  and  capable  of  reflection  we  began 
to  fear  that  he  had  met  with  some  accident  Still,  as  we  should  not  find 
him  by  stopping  still,  and  our  guard  would  not  let  us  go  out  of  our  road 
again — at  least,  the  instant  we  gave  signs  of  such  an  intention  he  began 
tapping  away  at  his  hanger  or  presenting  one  of  his  long  pistols  as 
a  signal  to  us  to  keep  in  our  straight  course — on  we  jogged,  therefore,  as 
fast  as  our  mules  could  trot,  for  we  had  yet  a  long  distance  to  accomplish 
before  we  could  reach  Ou  Trou  and  were  anxious  to  be  there.  Fortu- 
nately, before  long  the  moon  rose.  Oh !  what  a  magnificent  pure  orb  she 
looked  floating  in  the  clear  ether — a  pure,  chaste  globe,  one  could  see  its 
roundness — ^not  like  the  patch  of  red  putty  she  generally  seems  in  northern 
climes  stuck  on  to  a  black  board.  The  dark  outlines  of  the  hills  and  tall 
trees  stood  clearly  defined  against  the  bright  sky,  and  in  the  damper  and 
more  sheltered  spots  fireflies  were  darting  about  and  filling  the  air  with 
their  brilliant  flashes,  while  the  shrill  cries  of  frogs  and  night-birds  and 


Digitized  by 


Uoogle 


252  HURRICANE  HUBBT. 

whiiT  of  beetles  resounded  on  every  side.  We  were  riding  on,  listening  to 
these  Yaried  sounds  of  animated  nature,  when  we  saw  some  dark  objects, 
which  appeared  like  human  beings,  lying  on  the  grass  by  the  road-side. 

''  What  can  they  be  V  exclaimed  Delisle.     "  Dead  men,  I  fear." 

We  rode  on — ODriscoU  was  arhead.    He  dismounted. 

'*  Very  noisy  dead  men,  for  they  snore  most  confoundedly  loud,"  he 
cried  out.  "  As  I  am  a  gentleman,  here's  Eobson,  and  he  has  chosen  the 
fat  stomach  of  a  greasy  nigger  for  his  pillow  I  I  hope  he  enjoys  the 
odoriferous,  sudoriferous  resting-place.  His  dreams  must  be  curious,  one 
would  think.    What  is  to  be  done  with  him,  I  wonder  % " 

By  this  time  we  had  all  assembled  round  our  fallen  shipmate.  We  in 
vain  tried  to  rouse  him.  A  few  inarticulate  grunts  were  the  only  answers 
he  could  give  to  our  often-repeated  remonstrances.  The  negro  was  much 
in  the  same  condition ;  but  it  was  evident  that  he  had  had  sense  enough 
before  falling  into  repose  to  allow  the  ruling  passion  to  have  sway,  and  he 
had  contrived  to  pick  our  Mend's  pocket  of  his  purse  and  watch,  which  he 
held  firmly  in  his  grasp.  The  negro  guard,  when  he  came  up,  wanted  to 
prevent  our  recovering  Eobson's  property,  and  pretended  that  it  belonged 
to  his  compatriot  and  that  we  had  no  right  to  it 

We  guessed,  as  was  the  case,  that  Eobison  had  been  hospitably  enter- 
tained at  some  farm,'  when,  having  taken  on  board  a  further  supply  of 
liquor,  he  had  been  completely  overcome;  and  that  the  negro  had  been 
sent  to  guide  him  on  his  way.  Probably  our  shipmate  had  been  treating 
him  in  return,  and,  when  pulling  out  his  purse  to  pay  the  reckoning,  had 
excited  his  cupidity.  Happily  for  Eobson  his  guide  was  too  far  gone  by 
this  time,  to  run  off  with  his  booty,  and  so  both  had  come  to  the  ground 
together,  the  robber  and  the  robbed  levelled  by  that  arch  destroyer  of  the 
human  intellect — strong  drink.  Oh,  when  I  now  come  to  think  of  it, 
how  disgusting  was  the  scene  l—though  I  did  not  trouble  my  head  much 
about  the  matter  myself  in  those  days.  Eobson  was  a  gentleman,  and 
had  refined  ideas  and  pleasant,  agreeable  manners,  and  yet,  when  once 
wine  thus  got  the  better  of  him,  he  would  thus  sadly  demean  himself. 
After  some  pulling  and  hauling  we  got  him  up,  and  having  caught  his 
mule,  which  was  quietly  grazing  near,  wiser  than  his  rider,  we  put  the 
biped  on  his  back.  Delisle  went  a-head  and  O'Driscoll  and  I  propped  him 
up  on  either  side — ^the  negro  we  hauled  up  on  a  bank  and  left  to  recover 
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and  make  the  best  of  bis  way  borne.  We  bad  difScult  work  to  keep 
Eobson  steady,  for  tbe  bumping  of  tbe  mule  biougbt  him  sufficiently 
round  to  make  bim  fimcy  that  he  could  take  caie  of  himself,  and  he  every 
now  and  then  made  an  attempt  to  do  something  which  be  was  utterly 
unable  to  accomplish.  Certainly  one  of  the  most  trying  things  to  the 
patience  is  to  conduct  a  drunken  man  along  a  straight  road.  Our  guard 
also  was  continually  uiging  us  to  go  faster,  which  we  were  utterly  unable 
to  do.  Fortunately,  before  long  we  came  in  sight  of  a  bouse  belonging 
apparently  to  a  large  coffee  estate,  and  standing  near  the  road.  Bright 
lights  were  gleaming  from  within,  and  tbe  sounds  of  music  and  reydry 
came  forth  through  the  open  windows.  It  was  a  sight  tempting  indeed 
to  poor  forlorn  cieatures  like  ourselves,  who  bad  little  chance  of  seeing 
such  again  for  many  a  long  day. 

"  What  say  youf '  cried  O'Driscoll.  "  Perhaps  we  may  kill  two  birds 
with  one  stone.  We  may  get  these  merry  people  to  take  care  of  Bobson 
and  at  the  same  time  to  entertain  us,  if  Sambo  there  don't  interfere. 
Well  try  at  all  events.  Delisle,  my  boy,  come  along  and  interpret  for 
us,  will  you  V* 

Delisle,  who  on  most  occasions  was  one  of  the  most  quiet  and  best 
behaved  men  in  existence,  albeit  a  perfect  fire-eater  on  occasion,  entered 
at  once  into  the  fan  of  the  thing  and  followed  his  countryman  under  the 
balcony,  when  the  latter  began  to  cry  out, — 

**  Oh  messieurs  1  oh  mesdames!  i9i,  i9i  1  un  pauvre  gaifon  se  va  mou- 
lire!" 

Several  ladies  came  into  the  balcony  and  looked  over,  curious  to 
ascertain  what  was  tbe  matter.  When  they  saw  us  bearing  Bobson  in 
our  arms,  some  of  them  cried  out  that  a  stranger  had  come  with  a  dead 
man.  Others  said  that  be  was  only  sick ;  and  then  some  gentlemen 
came  and  looked  out,  all  dressed  in  knee-breeches,  long  silk  waistcoats 
and  coats,  and  with  swords  by  their  sides — a  very  respectable-looking 
assemblage.  They  aU  talked  away  and  consulted  for  some  time^  and  the 
upshot  of  the  matter  was  that  several  of  them  came  down,  and  calling  us 
round  to  the  front  door,  assisted  us  to  carry  Bobson  up  tbe  steps  and  into 
a  quiet  room,  away  from  tbe  scene  of  revelry.  There  we  put  him  to  bed, 
one  of  the  gentlemen  recommending  a  tumbler  of  eaursucrd  as  tbe  best 
medicine  we  could  give  him.    He  took  a  huge  draught  of  it 
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"  Superb  nectar !  finest  grog  Tye  tasted  for  a  long  time !"  he  exclaimed. 
"  Give  me  more  of  it" 

We  gave  him  another  huge  jorum.  He  sucked  it  down  with  great 
satisfaction,  and  it  undoubtedly  cooled  the  fever  which  was  raging  in  his 
inside.  Our  French  f riends,  we  flattered  ourselves,  did  not  find  out  his  real 
condition ;  and  when  we  had  made  him  comfortable  they  invited  us  all  to 
the  room  in  which  they  were  holding  their  revels.  Sambo,  our  guard, 
for  some  reasons  best  known  to  himself,  made  no  objections  to  the  proceed- 
ing. Perhaps  he  judged  that  it  was  the  best  way  of  disposing  of  us. 
Perhaps  he  had  some  acquaintance — ^I  won't  say  of  the  £»ir  sex — among 
the  sable  inmates  of  the  mansion,  with  whom  he  had  no  objection  to  pass 
a  short  time  while  we  were  amusing  ourselves  in  the  society  of  the 
masters  and  mistresses. 

We  danced,  and  ate  sweetmeats,  and  drank  coffee  and  daret-and-water. 
and  smoked  cigars  and  cigarettes  to  our  hearts'  content,  and  laughed  and 
talked  to  the  nut-brown  maids  who  composed  the  female  portion  of  the 
party,  for  there  was  not  a  white  fistce  among  them.  We  were  quite  disap- 
pointed when  our  black  guard  put  his  head  into  the  room  and  sang  out» — 

'<  Aliens,  messieurs,  allons !" 

''  I  should  like  to  allons  ypu  and  your  ugly  mug !"  exclaimed  O'Driscoll, 
eyeing  the  negro  with  no  friendly  look.  But  there  was  no  help  for  it. 
The  black  fellow  was  our  master ;  we  had  passed  our  word  of  honour  not 
to  attempt  to  escape,  and  to  behave  ourselves  orderly,  and  we  felt  that  we 
had  already  verged  on  the  bounds  of  propriety  in  what  we  had  done. 
Our  polite  hosts  promised  to  take  very  good  care  of  Bobson  and  to 
forward  him  on  with  an  escort  the  next  day,  should  he  have  recovered  his 
strength. 

Once  more,  therefore,  we  were  in  the  saddle  and  proceeded  through 
forests  and  among  mountains  and  by  plantations,  guided  by  the  light  of 
the  moon,  till,  very  sore  and  very  tired,  we  arrived,  past  midnight,  at  a 
place  which  our  guard  informed  us  was  Ou  Trou.  We  said  that  we 
wished  to  lodge  at  the  best  inn,  on  which  he  chuckled  audibly,  and  told  us 
that  we  had  better  take  up  our  abode  for  the  night  in  a  shed  hard  by 
among  some  piles  of  Indian-corn  straw.  We  agreed  that  we  had  often 
been  compellod  to  sleep  on  far  more  uncomfortable  couches,  and  that  the 
next  morning  we  would  set  out  to  explore  the  town  and  choose  lodgings. 
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With  this  comfoitaUe  leflection,  after  our  gnaid  had  disappeared  into  a 
neighboTuing  shed  with  our  weary  beasts,  we,  not  less  weaiy,  I  suspect,  fell 
asleep. 

We  were  awakened  at  an  early  hour  the  next  morning  by  the 
sound  of  English  voices,  and,  getting  np  fiK)m  our  straw  couches,  we 
found  serersd  of  the  officers  lately  belonging  to  the  "  Minenra,"  who  also 
had  been  sent  to  this  place,  and,  hearing  of  our  arrival,  had  come  to  look 
for  us.  They  gave  us  an  account  of  the  way  in  which  their  ship  had  been 
taken.  We  were  not  awaie  that  they  had  been  captured,  and  together  we 
bemoaned  our  hard  fate  in  thus  being  made  prisoners  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war  which  probably  would  be  a  long  one.  Having  stretched 
ourselves,  we  looked  out  at  the  door  of  our  shed.  The  prospect  was  very 
rural  and  very  tropical,  but,  as  just  then  we  wanted  some  of  the  civilized 
comforts  of  life,  a  few  substantial  houses  would  have  been  more  gratify- 
ing to  our  sight.  However,  at  that  moment  a  voice  was  heard  indulging 
in  a  half-French,  half-negro  song,  and  a  jolly  fai  blackamoor  appeared, 
with  a  white  apron  on,  a  bowl  under  one  arm  and  a  towel  over  the  other. 

"  Ah,  there  comes  our  pemiquier.  He's  a  capital  fellow.  You'll  want 
his  aid,  some  of  you.    Yenez  ici,  Antoine !"  sang  out  one  of  our  friends. 

Antoine,  nothing  loth,  turned  aside  to  us,  for  every  new  chin  added 
to  his  wealth ;  and  he  very  soon  had  us  shaven  and  shorn  as  clean  as  the 
friar  the  old  nursery  song  tells  about,  and  all  the  time  he  was  talking  and 
laughing  and  singing  in  the  most  cheery  way  imaginable.  Our  Mends 
then  brought  us  some  milk  and  bread  for  breakfast,  and,  hungry  as  we 
were,  we  were  right  glad  to  partake  of  it.  This  done,  we  sallied  forth  to 
inspect  the  town,  as  we  had  hitherto  persisted  in  calling  it.  What  was 
our  disappointment  and  disgust  to  find  that  it  was  not  superior  to  a 
village  of  very  poor  pretensions,  and  that  there  was  scarcely  a  house  fit, 
in  any  way,  for  us  to  occupy.  There  were,  however,  three  shops,  great 
rivals,  each  trying  to  ascertain  what  atrociously  bad  articles  they  could 
pass  off  on  their  customers,  and  how  high  the  price  they  might  venture 
to  demand.  Thoroughly  disappointed,  we  returned  to  our  shed  to  rest 
during  the  heat  of  the  day.  In  the  afternoon  we  again  sallied  out,  and 
succeeded  in  securing  a  tumble-down  looking  house,  with  three  rooms  in 
it  and  several  outhouses  adjoining. 

This  miserable  place,  then,  was  to  be  our  abode  for  weeks  and  months, 
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perhaps  for  years  1  We  were  all  of  us  bnt  scantily  supplied  with  dothes ; 
we  had  but  few  books,  and  but  a  scarcity  of  writing  materials,  and  no 
fowling-pieces,  so  that  we  could  not  even  look  forward  to  the  prospect  of 
obtaining  some  sport  to  enable  us  to  pass  the  time  and  to  assist  in  fumishing 
our  ill-supplied  table.  Altogether,  our  prospect  was  gloomy  and  dishearten- 
ing in  the  extreme,  nor  could  any  of  us  discover  a  ray  of  light  in  the  distance 
to  cheer  our  spirits.  Happily,  sailors  are  not  apt  to  moan  and  groan 
except  when  they  are  more  comfortable  than  they  have  ever  been  before 
in  their  lives  on  shore,  surrounded  by  their  funilies  and  all  the  luxuries 
of  civilization ;  and  then  if  they  want  their  promotion,  or  can  manage  to 
dig  up  a  grievance,  they  grumble  with  a  vengeance.  However,  when  real 
difficulties  and  dangers  and  troubles  come,  no  men  look  up  to  them 
better ;  and  so  we  resolved  to  be  as  happy  as  we  could,  but  I  must  say 
that  I  never  in  my  life  had  as  much  difficulty  in  making  the  best  of  it  as 
I  had  on  this  disastrous  occasion.  Bitter,  bitter  indeed  is  the  lot  of  a 
prisoner  of  war ! 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

Our  qnarten  at  Oa  Tron.— My  astbmatio  companion.— Illnew  and  death  of  Captain 
William8.~Tb6  melancholy  hnrial-ground. — Try  to  kill  time,  hat  it  kills  moat  of 
my  companions.— Startling  news.— Life  in  the  Tillage.— Our  condition  hecomes 
worse.— Death  of  more  of  my  companions. — Orders  for  onr  release  arrive. 

OuB  mansion  at  On  Trou  consisted  of  thiee  rooms,  for  which  the  libeial- 
minded  coppe^  coloured  owner  insisted  on  onr  paying  nineteen  dollars  a 
month.  This  was  to  serve  as  the  habitation  of  twenty  officers  ranking  as 
lieutenants.  The  midshipmen  had  another  house  appropriated  to  them  of 
much  the  same  character.  Ours  had  outhouses  connected  with  it,  rather 
more  extensive  than  the  building  itself,  and  as  it  was  impossible  for  us 
all  to  stow  away  in  the  house,  especially  in  such  a  climate  as  that  of  St. 
Domingo,  we  came  to  the  resolution  of  drawing  lots  to  determine  who 
should  occupy  the  outer  buildings.  An  inspection  of  a  comfortable  bam 
in  England  will  give  no  idea  of  these  unattractive  edifices.  To  increase 
their  undesirableness  as  abodes  for  men,  most  of  them  were  already  occu- 
pied by  mules  or  horses  or  cows  or  donkeys.  When  we  gave  signs  of  our 
intention  to  dispossess  them,  the  owner  asserted  that  we  had  no  power  to 
do  so ;  they  were  the  first  tenants,  and  had  the  right  of  occupation  in  their 
fevour. 

''Kow,  gentlemen,  are  you  all  ready?"  exclaimed  the  senior  officer 
present;  ''  we  must  settle  this  important  matter.  Four  persons  in  each 
room  is  as  many  as  they  can  possibly  contain,  the  remainder  must  abide 
by  the  lot  which  falls  to  them.  Two  in  the  stable  where  the  old  horse  now 
lives,  two  in  the  cowshed,  two  in  the  tumble-down  bam,  and  two  in  the 
large  stable,  where  the  mules  and  donkeys  have  till  lately  held  their 
reveh." 

This  last  edifice  was  in  tolerable  repair,  and,  provided  its  four-legged 
inhabitants  were  turned  out,  we  considered  would  make  a  very  tolerable 
abode.  One  after  the  other  of  us  drew  lots.  Lieutenant  Manby  of  the 
'' Minerva"  found  himself  the  occupier  of  the  shed  with  the  old  horse, 
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and  I  -wsa  beginning  to  hope  that  I  might  obtain  a  berth  in  the  house, 
when,  lo  and  behold !  I  found  that  I  was  destined  to  share  my  abode 
with  him.  He  was,  as  everybody  who  knew  him  would  agree,  a  first-rate 
excellent  fellow,  so  with  regard  to  my  human  companion  I  had  reason  to 
consider  myself  fortunate ;  but  the  old  horse,  with  the  thermometer  often 
at  a  hundred,  was  a  considerable  drawback  to  any  comfort  we  might 
hope  to  find  in  our  abode.  Our  landlord  probably  suspected  that  we 
should  turn  him  out,  so  the  very  first  night  that  we  retired  to  our  new 
abode  the  fellow  made  his  appearance  and  told  us  to  remove  him  at  our 
peril. 

"  But  the  horse  may  eat  us  1"  urged  Manby. 

'^  More  likely  that  you  will  eat  the  horse,''  answered  the  Frenchman, 
who  was  a  bit  of  a  naturalist.  "  He  is  graminivorous ;  you  are  carnivorous. 
He  can't  eat  you,  but  you  can  him." 
"He  may  bite,  though !"  I  suggested. 

**  NOf  he  has  no  teeth ;  he  is  too  old  for  that,"  replied  the  Frenchman, 
laughing. 

''Ah!  but  his  odour;  that  isn't  pleasant  to  delicate  olfactories,"  I 
observed  humbly. 

"Oh,  that's  nothing  when  you  are  accustomed  to  it,"  replied  the 
tyrant,  grinning  from  ear  to  ear.  "  You  are  too  particular.  Just  let  him 
take  his  side  of  the  building,*  and  do  you  take  the  other,  and  you  will  be 
completely  at  your  ease."  , 

As  it  was  useless  arguing  with  so  pertinacious  a  disputant  we  were 
compelled  humbly  to  submit.  The  horse  had  one  stall — ^we  took  posses- 
sion of  the  other.  To  make  ourselves  as  comfortable  as  circumstances 
would  allow,  we  collected  all  the  hay  and  straw  and  reeds,  so  as  to  form 
a  thick  layer  of  dry  materials  between  our  bodies  and  the  damp  ground — 
for  damp  it  was,  in  spite  of  the  heat  of  the  climate.  It  was  too  late  in 
the  day  for  us  to  attempt  more,  and,  weary  in  mind  and  body,  we  climbed 
up  into  our  nests,  and  were  soon  asleep.  I  was  awoke  by  the  wheezing 
and  coughing  of  the  asthmatic  old  horse,  and,  looking  up,  I  saw  what 
appeared  to  me  an  extraordinary  phenomenon.  Suddenly  the  air  around 
us  was  filled  with  bright  sparkles  of  light.  I^ow  they  flashed  on  one 
aide,  now  on  the  other ;  now  the  whole  space  above  our  heads  was  illu- 
minated; then  all  was  darkness;  then  the  lights — ^thousands   of  them 
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tliere  appeared  to  be — ^bnrst  forth  onco  again,  more  brilliantly  than  ever. 
I  could  not  help  rousing  up  Manby,  to  ask  him  what  he  thought  about  the 
matter. 

'' The  matter,  Hurry!"  he  answered,  yawning ;  '*why,  that  our  stable 
stands  in  a  particularly  damp  situation,  and  that  the  place  is  full  of 
fire-flies.  You'll  hear  £rogs  croaking  before  long,  and  see  great  big 
wateivsnakes  crawling  about,  and  reptiles  of  all  sorts.  The  snakes, 
they  tell  me,  are  harmless  j  but  it  is  not  pleasant  to  awake  and  find 
one  encircling  one's  neck.  However,  we  shall  soon  get  accustomed  to 
them^  so  people  say,  and  that's  a  comfort.  I  don't  know  whether  it 
13  pleasanter  to  be  asleep  or  awake.  Just  now,  when  you  roused  me 
up,  I  was  dreaming  that  I  was  a  horse,  and  that  ugly  coppernskinned 
landlord  of  ours  was  trying  to  put  a  saddle  on  my  back  to  take  a 
long  ride,  but  I  would  not  let  him,  and  so  he  was  thrashing  me  un- 
mercifully. I  dare  say  he  would  treat  his  beast  much  in  the  same  way  if 
left  to  himself." 

"Do  not  let  us  be  talking  of  our  dreams.  Our  waking  thoughts  are 
sufficiently  unpleasant,"  I  observed. 

After  a  time  we  managed  to  go  to  sleep  again,  but  for  some  weeks 
scarcely  a  night  passed  without  our  being  disturbed  by  unusual  noises 
or  by  the  visits  of  snakes  or  reptiles  of  some  sort  Once  we  were  in- 
vaded by  a  whole  army  of  land-crabs,  which  were  passing  across  the  island, 
and  it  was  some  time  before  we  could  persuade  them  to  turn  aside  from 
our  door.  Many  paid  the  penalty  of  their  temerity  with  their  lives,  and 
were  cooked  next  morning  for  breakfast.  By-the-bye,  in  the  cooking 
department  we  were  at  first  sadly  deficient,  but  from  the  instruction 
wo  received  from  some  of  our  French  masters,  wo  soon  became  great 
adepts  in  the  art,  and  were  independent  of  any  help.  One  reason 
why  we  did  not  succeed  at  first  was  the  scanty  supply  of  food  with 
which  we  were  famished.  The  Frenchmen,  however,  showed  us  where 
we  might  go  out  into  the  woods  near  the  village,  and  gather  vegetables 
and  roots  and  nuts  of  all  sorts  for  ourselves.  After  that  we  were 
never  in  want  of  the  bare  necessaries  of  life.  We  received  an  allow- 
ance £rom  the  French  Government  for  our  subsistence.  The  lieutenants 
received  three  shillings  a  day;  the  purser,  master  and  surgeons  only 
two;  and  the  midshipmen  but  one  shilling;  on  which,  poor  fellows! 
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it  was  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  exist  The  captains  were  allowed 
more,  I  belieye,  and  had  a  house  found  them  some  little  way  from  Ou 
Trou,  where  they  were  able  to  live  in  somewhat  less  discomfort  than  we 
did.  They  used^  however,  their  best  exertions  to  lessen  the  inconveniences 
we  were  doomed  to  suffer ;  but  the  authorities  paid  but  little  attention  to 
their  representations.  The  residence  hired  by  the  midshipmen  was  eyen 
smaller  and  in  a  more  dilapidated  condition  than  ours,  and  from  the 
smallness  of  their  allowance,  considering  that  their  appetites  were  fully  as 
good  as  ours,  they  were  truly  very  badly  off,  poor  fellows.  We  of  the 
lieutenant's  rank  accordingly  consulted  together,  and  agreed  to  have  our 
mess  in  common  for  them  and  for  ourselves.  The  midshipmen  gratefully 
accepted  our  offer,  and  each  of  us  threw  his  pay  into  a  common  stock  and 
appointed  two  caterers  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  and  to  con- 
tract with  one  of  the  copper-coloured  French  shopkeepers  to  supply  us 
with  breakfast  and  dinner  and  to  do  our  washing.  These  arrangements 
being  made,  we  flattered  ourselves  that  all  would  go  on  swimmingly. 
Certainly  our  provisions  were  better  and  more  abundant  than  we  had 
expected ;  but  we  fancied  that  we  had  fallen  in  with  a  liberal-minded 
man,  who  was  anxious  to  treat  us  well.  We  had  a  dreary  time  of  it, 
however.  Day  after  day  passed  away  much  in  the  same  way.  We  had 
no  shooting  or  fishing — no  musical  instruments — so  that  we  had  not  even 
music  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  our  existence.  We  had  but  few  books 
also  ;  some  of  us  read  them ;  but,  generally  speaking,  under  the  relaxing 
influence  of  the  climate,  we  felt  very  little  inclined  for  any  literary 
pursuit  A  few  games  were  invented  which  served  to  kill  time,  but  kill- 
ing time  is  not  a  pleasant  or  inspiriting  occupation,  especially  when  a  man 
reflects  that  time  is  sure  to  kill  him  in  the  end.  We  walked  about  the 
neighbourhood  of  our  dreary  abode  as  iiur  as  we  were  allowed  to 
go,  but  we  soon  got  weaiy  of  the  negro  huts,  and  the  palm  trees  and  the 
rice  fields  and  the  coffee  plantations,  and  the  cocoaruuts  and  plantains 
•  and  bananas,  and  the  monkeys  and  opossums  and  racoons,  and  parrots 
and  humming-birds.  I  dare  say,  if  we  had  not  been  prisoners  and  com- 
pelled, as  it  were,  to  see  the  wonderful  productions  of  animal  and  vegetable 
life,  we  should  have  been  highly  interested  in  them — at  least,  we 
ought  to  have  been.  One  or  two  of  our  suigeons,  who  had  a  little  turn 
for  natural  history,  contrived  to  pass  their  time  by  collecting  specimens, 
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and  examining  into  the  natme  and  habits  of  the  animals  which 
abounded  in  the  country ;  but  naval  officers,  especially  in  those  days, 
did  not  trouble  their  heads  much  about  such  matters,  and  were  some- 
what inclined  to  look  down  upon  those  who  did.  "We  talked  of  our 
prospects — they  were  gloomy  enough ;  we  tried  sometimes  to  sing,  but 
for  that  we  had  not  much  spirits ;  and  so  the  days  passed  away.  It 
would  have  been  surprising,  even  in  a  healthy  climate,  if  disease  had  not 
attacked  us  under  similar  circumstances.  For  some  time  it  stood  aloof, 
but  it  came  at  last,  and  ^ade  ample  amends  for  its  delay  by  its  violence. 
We  had  been  about  a  month  at  Ou  Trou,  when  one  day  we  were  all  seated 
at  dinner  in  a  sort  of  court-yard,  which  being  in  shade  served  us  as  our 
mess-room  and  drawing-room,  unless  the  weather  was  bad,  when  we  had 
to  retire  into  our  hot,  stifling  little  house.  We  were  all  in  tolerably  fair  spirits 
that  day.  O'Driscoll  had  been  telling  some  of  his  good  stories,  more  than 
one  song  had  been  sung,  and  jokes  were  flying  about,  far  more  than  was 
usually  the  case.  There  were  a  few  absentees  in  consequence  of  sickness, 
and  we  heard  also  that  Captain  Williams,  lately  commanding  the  ''Active," 
was  ill.  Poor  man  !  he  severely  felt  the  loss  of  his  ship,  though,  having 
been  compelled  to  yield  to  a  vastly  superior  force,  no  blame  was  attached 
to  him.  His  spirits,  it  was  said,  had  never  risen  again  since  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  he  was  thus  but  ill  able  to  combat  with  the  baneful  effects  of 
the  climate  and  the  irksomeness  of  imprisonment.  Just  then,  however, 
few  of  our  party  were  thinking  about  anything  but  the  present 
moment  and  the  unusually  good  dinner  we  had  been  enjoying,  when  who 
should  make  his  appearance  near  the  head  of  the  table  but  Monsieur 
Eoquion  our  purveyor,  with  a  smiling  countenance  and  a  long  bill  in  his 
hand. 

Our  caterers  inquired  why  he  had  come. 

"For  to  present  my  litte  compte  to  you,  gentilmen,"  he  answered,  for 
he  indulged  occasionally  in  a  few  words  of  EngHsh,  especially  when  he 
wanted  to  say  anything  very  disagreeable. 

One  of  the  caterers  took  the  bill,  and  we  saw  them  both  looking  over 
it  together,  and  pulling  wonderfully  long  faces. 

•*  What  is  the  matter  V*  asked  Delisle.  "  Anything  wrong  with  the 
account  ?    Let  us  know  the  worst.     It  cannot  be  very  bad,  I  hope." 

"  Only  our  excellent  friend  here  has  brought  us  in  a  charge  of  a  hun- 
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drcd  dollars  more  than  we  expected  to  have  to  pay,  or  than  we  oaght  to 
pay,"  was  the  answer. 

'*  Kever  mind ;  we'll  contest  it,  and  the  fellow  will  have  to  go  without 
the  money,  I  hope." 

Monsieur  Boquion  understood  the  remark,  for  he  grinned  widely  from 
ear  to  ear. 

**  Go  and  get  us  a  proper  account,  Master  Yellow-face,"  said  our  chief 
caterer.     "  This  little  hill  of  yours  is  too  much  by  hal£" 

I  don't  know  if  the  worthy  understood  what  was  said,  but  he  refused 
to  take  back  the  account,  and,  after  grinning  at  us  a  little  longer,  took  his 
departure. 

We  finished  our  dinner  without  much  concern  about  Monsieur  Eoquion 
and  his  bill ;  but  we  had  unfortunately  come  to  the  end  of  our  stock  of 
wine  and  tea,  and  a  few  other  luxuries,  and  where  to  obtain  them  except 
from  Monsieur  Boquion  was  a  puzzle.  The  next  morning  we  determined 
to  try,  so  we  went  to  his  shop  to  order  what  we  wanted ;  but  he  instantly 
met  us  with  a  hint  that  ^^Le  petit  eompte  must  first  be  settled." 

We  appealed  to  the  commandant — a  personage  of  whom  I  have  not 
hitherto  spoken,  because  I  had  nothing  to  say  in  his  favour,  but  very 
much  to  the  contrary.  He  replied  that  the  demand  was  a  just  one.  We 
suspected  that  he  was  to  come  in  for  his  share  of  the  spoil.  We  at  length 
got  angry,  and  said  that  we  were  cheated  and  would  not  pay.  Thereat 
he  grinned  broadly,  and  informed  us  that  it  was  his  duty  to  see  justice 
done  to  M.  Eoquion,  and  that  he  should  stop  a  portion  of  our  allowance 
till  the  debt  was  paid.  We  protested  loudly  against  this  decision ;  but 
he  only  grinned  the  more,  and  with  a  bland  smile  informed  us  that 
might  made  right,  and  that  we  might  take  what  course  we  liked. 

We  could  do  nothing  but  submit;  and  the  next  pay-day  we  found 
that  he  had  determined  to  stop  half  our  allowance.  So  we  found  our- 
selves reduced  to  eightcen-pence  a  day,  while  the  poor  midshipmen  had 
only  sixpence — a  sum  on  which  they  could  barely  exist.  We  did  our 
best  to  help  them  out  of  our  own  pittance ;  but  to  all  of  us  it  was 
like  falling  from  affluence  to  penury.  Misfortunes,  it  is  said,  never 
come  alone.  Certainly  at  that  time  we  experienced  plenty  of  them. 
We  were  all  sitting  together  discussing  what  was  best  under  our  circum- 
stances to  be  done,  when  Delisle,  who  had  gone  to  see  Captain  Williams, 
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eamo  back  with  tlie  report  that  he  was  much  worse,  and  wished  to  see 
his  son,  who  was  a  midshipman,  and  had  been  living  with  the  others. 
Delisle  went  for  the  bojr ;  and  as  he  passed  by,  on  his  return,  I  saw  that 
he  looked  especially  sad.  That  evening  notice  was  brought  us  that 
Captain  WiUiame  was  dead,  and  his  poor  young  midshipman  son  was 
left  an  orphan,  and  a  prisoner  in  that  far-off  pestiferous  land.  Delisle 
brought  the  boy  back  with  him,  and  with  all  the  kindness  of  his  heart 
endeavoured  to  console  him. 

In  that  climate  decomposition  follows  death  so  rapidly  that,  almost 
before  the  human  form  is  cold,  it  is  necessary  to  commit  it  to  the  grave. 
We  agreed,  therefore,  that  early  next  morning  we  would  all  go  and  pay 
the  last  respects  to  the  late  unfortunate  captain  of  the  '' Active." 
Accordingly,  snatching  a  hasty  breakfast  of  dry  broad  and  milk — for  that 
was  all  the  food  the  present  low  state  of  our  finances  would  allow  us  to 
indulge  in — ^we  sallied  forth,  taking  poor  little  Williams  with  us,  whom  we 
intended  should  act  as  chief  mourner.  When  we  arrived  at  the  house,  and 
went  into  the  room  where  Delisle  had  last  seen  the  body,  it  was  no  longer 
there.  We  searched  about,  but  nowhere  could  we  see  it.  In  another 
room  we  found  Captain  Stott,  late  of  the  ''  Minerva.''  His  health,  like 
that  of  his  brother  captain,  had  given  way,  and  he  looked  very  ill  and 
wretched. 

We  told  him  that  we  had  come  to  assist  in  burying  poor  Captain 
Williams. 

"  You  have  come,  then,  too  late,  gentlemen,''  ho  answered  with  a  deep 
sigh.  "  Two  ill-conditioned  negroes  came  this  morning  with  a  guard  of 
three  or  four  soldiers,  and  informed  me  that  they  had  come  to  remove  the 
body.  I  protested  vehemently,  and,  had  I  possessed  force,  would  have 
prevented  them,  but  it  was  in  vain.  The  wretches,  with  taunts  and 
sneers  at  our  being  heretics  and  unworthy  of  Christian  burial, 
carried  away  the  body  of  my  friend  and  brother  officer,  and,  I 
conclude,  have  thrown  him  into  the  ground  in  some  out-of-the-way 
place."  * 

Captain  Stott  was  too  ill,  or  he  would  have  followed  the  barbarians  in 
spite  of  the  soldiers.  Two  or  three  other  people  tried  to  do  so,  but  were 
driven  back  with  angry  threats,  and  at  last  gave  up  the  attempt  We 
were  very  indignant  when  we  heard  this,  and  resolved  at  once  to  go  and 
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try  and  find  out  "v^liere  the  wretches  had  haried  the  captain.  We  ascer- 
tained the  direction  theyjiad  taken  and  pursued  them.  We  should 
soon  haye  been  at  fault  in  that  trackless  part  of  the  country,  but  we  fell 
in  with  a  little  negro  boy  to  whom  I  had  been,  kind  on  more  than  ono 
occasion,  and  he  told  us  that  he  had  followed  the  men  at  a  distance,  and 
undertoook  to  show  us  the  spot  where  our  countiyman  had  been  buried. 
It  was  not  far  off,  and  when  we  reached  it  our  indignation  became  greater 
than  ever.  The  authorities  had  CTidently  studied  how  they  could  most 
insult  and  annoy  us. 

In  a  piece  of  waste,  ground  where  offal  and  rubbish  was  cast,  and  where 
the  bodies  of  the  few  malefactors  wlio  were  ever  brought  to  justice,  as  well 
as  those  of  dogs  and  other  animals,  were  deposited,  they  had  ordered  our 
poor  friend  to  be  interred.  He  had  been  placed  there,  fastened  up  in  a 
piece  of  canvas,  without  a  coffin  and  without  ceremony  of  any  sort*  We 
stood  with  mournful  countenances  and  with  hearts  full  of  bitterness  and 
indignation  over  the  foul  spot,  discussing  among  ourselves  whether  we 
ought  not  to  dig  up  the  body  and  carry  it  to  the  churchyard  of  Ou  Trou, 
there  to  bury  it  among  others  who  at  all  events  had  called  themselves 
Christians.  Our  intentions  must  have  been  suspected,  for  in  a  few  minutes  a 
guard  of  soldiers  made  their  appearance,  and,  threatening  us  with  their 
pikes  or  halberds,  made  us  desist.  We  then  detennined  to  go  at  once  to  the 
commandant.  He  received  us  with  a  look  of  haughty  contempt  He  re- 
marked that  our  countryman  was  a  heretic — ^that  the  priests  considered 
that  he  had  died  out  of  the  pale  of  their  true  Church  like  a  dog,  and  that 
like  a  dog  he  must  be  buried. 

"  Does  the  holy  religion  of  Christ  teach  you  thus  to  treat  your  enemies  V* 
exclaimed  Delisle,  indignantly.  ^'  We  are  Christians,  as  you  call  your- 
selves, and  have,  as  such,  a  right  to  Christian  burial." 

"I  know  nothing  about  that  matter,"  answered  the  commandant. 
"The  priests  say  that  you  are  not,  that  you  are  cut  off  from  the  only 
true  Church,  and  are  thus  condemned  to  everlasting  punishment  This 
being  the  case — and  I  am  bound  to  believe  it — what  matters  it  where  your 
bodies  are  placed)" 

Such  was  the  tenor  of  the  reply  we  received  from  an  officer  holding 
a  commission  under  the  government  of  a  nation  which  prided  itself  on 
being  the  most  enlightened  and  civilized  in  the  world. 
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Thongh  in  France  the  outward  signs  of  religion  were  still  adhered  to,  the 
savants  and  literati  were  already  paving  the  way  by  their  false  philosophy 
for  that  terrific  outbreak  of  popular  fury  which  deluged  their  country  in 
blood,  and  well-nigh  rooted  out  all  that  was  noble  and  good  and  worthy  in 
the  land.  At  this  time  in  St.  Domingo,  and  probably  in  the  other  French 
dependencies,  there  was  an  ostentatious  show  of  religion  which  was 
sadly  belied  by  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people.  At  all  events, 
a  person  bearing  his  Britannic  Majesty's  commission  was  entitled,  as 
a  prisoner  of  war  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  to  all  the  respect  due 
to  his  rank  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman. 

We  returned  to  our  home,  wondering  who  next  among  us  would  be 
carried  off  to  be  put  into  that  revolting  receptacle  of  the  dead.  "We  had 
now  seriously  to  turn  it  in  our  minds  how  wo  should  be  able  to  exist. 
A  bright  idea  struck  me — ^I  would  become  a  gardener.  There  was  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  ground  attached  to  our  mansion.  I  had  had  some 
little  experience  before  in  my  life ;  others  also  knew  something  about 
the  art,  and  so  we  hoped  that  our  united  stock  of  knowledge  would 
produce  us  a  good  supply  of  vegetables.  We  had  unfortunately  but 
little  money  to  purchase  tools,  or  seeds  or  plants,  but  we  did  not  disdain 
to  turn  beggars.  AVe  borrowed  what  tools  we  could,  and  manufactured 
spades  and  hoes  and  rakes  out  of  wood.  They  were  not  very  neat,  but 
they  answered  our  purpose.  Seeds  cost  but  very  little;  many  were  given 
us,  others  we  bought  The  poor  unsophisticated,  ignorant  blacks  were 
very  kind-hearted,  and  gave  us  all  they  could  spare.  Thus  our  garden 
became  our  greatest  source  of  amusement,  and  at  the  same  time  a  most 
profitable  employment. 

Often  for  days  together  we  had  no  other  food  but  that  which  our 
garden  produced.  We  had  yam,  cassava,  choco,  ochro,  tomatoes,  Indian 
kale,  lima  beans,  potatoes,  peas,  beans,  calalue,  beet-root^  artichokes,  cu- 
cumbers, carrots,  parsnips,  radishes,  celery  and  salads  of  all  sorts  ;  nor  must 
I  foiget  the  magnificent  cabbage-trees  some  two  hundred  feet  high — not 
that  we  planted  them,  by-the-bye — or  the  fruits,  the  cocoa-nut,  plaintain, 
banana,  the  alligator  pear,  the  cashew,  papaw,  custard  apples,  and  others 
too  numerous  to  mention ;  the  recollection  of  which  even  now  makes  my 
mouth  water  as  it  did  sometimes  then,  when  we  saw  but  could  not 
obtain  them.     If  it  had  not  been  for  our  garden  I  believe  that  we  should 
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one  and  all  of  us  have  snccumbed  to  that  fell  climate.  In  vain  we  en- 
deavoured to  leam  how  the  war  was  going  on.  ^o  news  was  ever  allowed 
to  reach  us  but  what  was  of  the  most  disheartening  nature,  and  Monsieur 
Roquion  always  contrived  to  bring  it  with  a  grin  on  his  countenance 
which  we  knew  meant  mischief,  though  we  could  not  make  up  our  minds 
to  believe  him  or  not.  One  day  he  came  in  with  a  smile  on  his  counte- 
nance, and  shrugging  his  shoulders, — 

"  Very  sorry  for  you,  as  we  do  not  here  benefit  by  your  loss,"  ho 
remarked,  endeavouring  to  put  on  a  look  of  perfect  sincerity.  "  You 
have,  undoubtedly,  heard  the  sad  news.  Your  brave  Admiral  Keppel 
has  been  defeated  in  the  channel.  Most  of  his  ships  have  been  sunk  or 
taken,  and  he  himself  has  been  captured  and  is  a  prisoner  in  France." 

Days  and  days  passed  away  and  we  heard  no  more,  and  though  va 
used  every  exertion  to  discover  the  truth,  no  one  we  met  could  contradict 
it.  Kext  we  heard  that  the  successful  French  fleet  had  pursued  Admiral 
Byron  on  his  voyage  to  America,  had  brought  him  to  action  and  com- 
pletely dispersed  and  destroyed  his  fleet.  We  daily  talked  the  matter 
over  among  ourselves.  We  could  scarcely  believe  that  the  sun  of 
England  had  set  so  low,  and  yet  what  right  had  we  to  doubt  the  truth  of 
what  we  heard  1  We  had  ourselves  been  captured  by  the  enemy,  and 
might  not  others  have  been  equally  unfortunate  1 

Then  wo  heard  that  the  French  had  blocked  up  Lord  Howe  in  New 
York,  and  that  the  American  patriots  had  triumphed  over  the  British 
army  and  were  everywhere  successful  How  earnestly  we  longed  for 
letters  which  might  inform  us  of  the  truth !  but  our  cunning  captors  took 
care  that  we  should  not  get  them.  Perhaps  they  themselves  believed  the 
reports  they  spread  among  us.  One  thing  we  knew,  that  in  spite  of  all 
their  reverses,  the  English  were  not  likely  to  give  in  without  a  desperate 
and  prolonged  struggle,  and  that,  therefore,  our  captivity  might  be 
continued  to  an  indefinite  period.  I  therefore  considered  if  I  could  not 
make  myself  more  comfortable  than  I  had  hitherto  been.  I  called  Tom 
Sockets  to  my  councils.  He,  faithful  fellow,  had  been  constantly  in 
attendance  on  me. 

"  To  my  mind,  sir,  the  best  thing  to  do  would  be  to  keep  chickens," 
he  observed  with  a  look  of  simple  earnestness.  "  My  old  mother  used  to 
keep  them,  and  I  helped  her  to  feed  them,  and  I  know  all  their  ways ; 
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and  if  \ro  could  get  a  few  we  could  keep  them  in  this  here  stable  of 
jouis,  sir,  and  they  would  well-nigh  feed  themselyes." 

I  thought  Tom's  proposal  so  good  a  one  that  I  forthwith  put  his  plan 
into  execution.  I  had  made  several  friends  among  the  ^egroes  by  stop- 
ping and  talking  to  them  and  exchanging  a  joke  occasionally.  Kot  that 
what  I  said  was  always  very  comprehensible  to  them,  nor  were  their 
replies  to  me,  but  they  understood  my  signs  as  I  did  theirs,  so  that  we 
got  on  very  welL 

"Now,  Tom,"  said  I,  "we  will  go  out  and  buy  these  same  chickens. 
You  know  a  laying  hen  from  an  old  cock,  I  suppose  1" 

"  Lord  love  ye,  yes,  sir,"  was  Tom's  answer,  with  a  grin.  "  And  if  so 
be  ye  wants  any  of  the  rhino,  I've  saved  three  dollars,  which  will  go  far 
to  buy  them ;  and  you  know,  Mr.  Hurry,  sir,  it  will  be  an  honour  add 
pleaauio  to  me  if  you  will  take  them.  I've  no  use  for  them,  and  may  be, 
if  they  sto^  burning  in  my  pocket,  I  shall  only  drink  them  up  some 
day." 

I  thought  this  too  probable,  but  still  I  was  unwilling  to  take  the 
honest,  generous-hearted  fellow's  money.  I  ITad  myself  scraped  together 
a  couple  of  dollars,  with  which  I  expected  to  be  able  to  purchase  a  cock 
and  five  or  six  fowls,  and  I  thought  that  would  be  enough.  Tom  and  I 
accordingly  set  out  on  our  expedition,  with  our  dollars  in  our  pockets. 
Before  long  we  reached  the  hut  of  an  old  negro  and  his  wife,  where  I 
had  seen  some  good-looking  fowls.  Looking  about,  however,  we  saw 
none  of  them.  As  we  were  going  away  old  Quasho  made  his  appearance, 
followed  by  Quashie,  his  better  half.  In  vain,  however,  did  we  tell 
them  we  wanted  some  fowls.  I  had  forgotten  the  French  word,  and 
they  did  not  xmderstand  us. 

"  I  think  as  how  I  can  make  them  know  what  we  wants,  sir,"  said  Tom 
and  he  began  crowing  away  at  the  top  of  his  voice ;  then  he  cackled  most 
lustily  and  began  running  about  as  a  hen  does  before  she  begins  to  lay 
an  egg,  and  finally,  having  provided  himself  with  a  round  stone,  he 
produced  it  as  if  he  had  just  deposited  it  in  a  nest  Then  he  pulled  out 
one  of  his  dollars  and  held  it  up  before  them.  Quasho  and  Quashie 
clapped  their  hands  with  delight  at  the  significance  of  the  action,  and 
away  they  scuttled  into  the  woods,  soon  returning  with  a  couple  of 
hens. 
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"Bons,  bons  !"  cried  Tom,  taking  them,  but  not  giving  up  the  coin. 
Again  he  crowed  and  again  he  cackled,  and  gave  the  old  couple  a  shove 
to  signify  that  they  were  to  go  off  and  bring  more  fowls.  It  did  not 
suit  them,  it  appeared,  to  comprehend  what  he  wanted,  but  Tom  was  not 
to  be  done,  so  at  last  Quasho  exclaimed, — 

"Jiggigery,  niggery,  hop,"  or  some  words  which  so  sounded,  and 
away  scuttled  the  old  lady,  bringing  back  a  couple  more  hens. 

Tom,  having  secured  them  by  the  legs  under  his  arm,  allowing  them 
to  peck  away  at  his  back,  attempted  the  same  manoeuvre,  but  the  old 
people  put  on  such  a  look  of  dull  stolidity  tliat  I  was  certain  they  would 
give  no  more  fowls  for  the  dollar.  I  told  him,  therefore,  to  give  up  the 
dollar,  and  we  continued  on  our  way  to  another  hut,  where,  for  another 
dollar,  we  got  the  same  number  of  fowls.  Three  dollars  were  thus 
expended,  and,  with  our  newly-acquired  farm  produce,  we  returned  in 
triumph  to  my  stable. 

Manby  was  highly  amused  at  the  notion  of  my  turning  egg  and 
chicken  merchant,  which  I  told  him  it  was  my  intention  to  do.  In  that 
country  food  of  all  sorts  for  my  fowls  was  easily  procured,  so  I  had  no 
difficulty  in  collecting  an  ample  supply.  This  became  one  of  my  chief 
occupations.  Tom  Rockets  and  I  used  to  go  out  into  the  woods  with 
bags,  and  come  back  loaded  with  nuts  and  seeds  and  roots  for  ttiy  pets. 
The  consequence  of  their  being  thus  amply  supplied  with  provisions  was 
that  they  quickly  took  to  laying  eggs,  and  thus  in  a  short  time  I  had 
four  or  five  eggs  eveiy  morning.  Some  of  these  Tom  and  I  ate,  and 
others  we  sold  or  exchanged  for  meat  They,  with  the  produce  of  our 
kitchen  garden,  enabled  us  to  be  pretty  well  independent  of  the  provisions 
famished  us  by  the  authorities.  Thus,  what  I  at  first  thought  a  mis- 
fortune turned  out  to  be  a  real  benefit,  because  the  necessity  of  procuring 
food  made  me  exert  myself,  and  afforded  me  an  occupation  of  interest. 
I  gave  them  all  names,  and  I  knew  each  of  them,  and  they  soon  learned 
to  know  me  and  to  come  at  my  call.  Whichever  I  summoned  came 
flapping  up  to  me,  cackling  or  crowing  as  the  case  might  be,  whether 
cock  or  hen.  I  was  rather  proud  of  the  nickname  which  my  messmates 
gave  mo  of  "  the  farmer."  Often,  when  they  were  almost  starving  after 
our  mess  was  broken  up,  I  was  able  to  supply  myself  and  Tom  with  a 
comfortable  breakfast  and  dinner.     ITever,  indeed,  were  dollars  better 
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expended.  I  bare  already  mentioned  the  various  reports  of  disasters  to 
the  British  aimsy  both  by  sea  and  land,  which  reached  us  from  time  to 
time.  Soon  after  I  got  my  fowls  we  were  told,  as  an  undoubted  fact^ 
that  Jersey  and  Guernsey  had  been  taken  by  surprise,  and  that  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  them  had  been  destroyed  on  account  of  their 
loyalty  to  England ;  but  the  most  terrific  and  heart-rending  news  came 
at  last.  It  was  that  England  herself  had  been  invaded ;  that  the  enemy, 
having  gained  a  secure  footing  in  the  country,  had  won  three  or  four 
pitched  battles,  and  had  finally  taken  London,  after  a  terrific  resistance, 
when  half  the  population  were  slain.  Probably,  xmder  other  circum- 
stances, we  should  not  have  believed  this  last  report  unless  it  had  been 
fiilly  authenticated,  though,  unguarded  as  the  shores  of  England  at  that 
time  were,  we  knew  that  it  was  possible ;  but,  dispirited  and  ill  as  many 
of  us  were,  we  were  fully  prepared  to  give  credence  to  any  story  even  of 
a  less  probable  character.  For  two  or  three  weeks  we  were  left  in  the 
most  dreadful  state  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  as  to  whether  England 
still  existed  or  not  as  an  independent  nation.  Some  of  us  fully  believed 
that  liberty  no  longer  was  to  be  found  except  in  the  highlands  of 
Scotland  and  among  the  mountains  of  Wales. 

The  first  gleam  which  banished  these  dreadful  surmises  was  the 
announcement  which  reached  us  on  the  5th  of  November,  that  Captain 
Philips,  of  the  60th  Begiment,  and  Mr.  Bankin^  a  passenger  in  the 
"Minerva,"  were  forthwith  to  be  set  at  liberty.  They  received  per- 
mission  to  go  at  once  to  Jamaica  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

We  could  scarcely  believe  this  information  when  we  heard  it,  and 
it  was  only  when  we  saw  them  setting  off  with  joyful  countenances, 
bidding  us  all  farewell,  that  we  were  convinced  of  its  truth.  It  also 
assured  us  that  the  various  accounts  we  had  firom  time  to  time  heard  of 
the  disasters  which  had  befallen  the  power  of  Great  Britain  were  very 
contrary  to  what  was  the  case.  The  invasion  of  England  had  long  been 
a  favourite  scheme  of  the  French,  and  I  thought  then,  as  I  have  since, 
that  some  ambitious  general  or  sovereign  will  find  it  one  of  the  very  best 
cards  he  can  possibly  play  to  make  the  attempt  for  the  purpose  of  gain- 
ing supreme  power  in  the  country,  or  of  securing  the  position  he  may 
before  have  obtained.  . 

Death  was  now  busy  among  us.     On  the  20th  of  November  Captain 
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Stott's  steward  died — a  faithful  felloTT,  wlio  had  -willingly  followed  liis 
master  into  captivity.  Near  the  village  was  a  wide  savannah — ^an 
extensive  open,  level  space,  destitute  of  trees,  and  oveigrown  in  most  parts 
with  a  rank  vegetation,  and  dotted  with  pools  of  water,  among  which 
snakes  and  venomous  reptiles  of  all  sorts  delighted  to  roam.  Here  the 
poor  man  was  carried  by  a  couple  of  blacks  and  cast  into  a  hole  they 
dug  for  the  purpose. 

Very  soon  after  this  event,  which  I  find  recorded  in  my  journal,  I 
most  unexpectedly  received  a  box  containing  linen  and  clothes,  sent  me 
by  a  friend  at  Jamaica.  In  the  pockets  of  some  of  the  clothes  I  dis- 
covered fr  packet  of  lettera  Two  of  them  were  from  home.  What  a 
thousand  thoughts  and  feelings  and  regrets  did  their  contents  coi^jure  np ! 
Many,  many  months  had  passed  away  since  I  had  heard  from  any  of  my 
relations  and  friends  in  Old  England,  and  I  had  begun  almost  to  fancy 
that  I  was  foi^otten,  and  should  never  receive  any  more  letters.  I  read 
these  over  and  over  again,  and  then  I  went  in  search  of  Delisle,  that  I 
might  have  the  pleasure  of  reading  them  to  him.  He  and  I  were  like 
brothers,  and  like  a  brother  he  entered  into  all  my  feelings,  and  was 
almost  as  much  interested  in  the  contents  of  my  letters  as  I  was  myself. 
One  of  them  was  from  my  sister  Lucy — a  sweet,  good,  pretty  girL  I 
described  her  to  him,  and,  poor  fellow,  from  my  portrait  (I  am  sure  it 
was  not  overdrawn,  though),  he  fell  in  love  with  her.  He  was  ever  after- 
wards talking  of  her,  and  constantly  asking  to  see  her  letters,  and  I 
agreed  to  introduce  him  when  we  got  home,  whenever  that  might  be, 
and  he  promised,  if  she  would  have  him,  to  marry  her.  So  it  was 
settled  between  us.  No  one  will  find  fault  with  him  or  me  for  what  we 
did. 

I  must  not  forget  another  important  letter  from  the  friend  who  sent 
the  box.  In  it  he  told  me  that  the  admiral  had  most  kindly  kept  a 
vacancy  open  for  me  as  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  ''Ostrich,"  but  at 
last^  when  he  could  not  arrange  my  exchange,  he  had  been  reluctantly 
compelled  to  fiU  it  up.  This,  of  course,  added  to  my  annoyance  at  having 
been  made  prisoner.  The  parcel  of  clothes  was  very  valuable,  for  I 
found  that  they  would  fetch  a  high  price  in  the  place,  and  as  in  that 
warm  climate  a  very  small  supply  was  sufficient,  I  resolved  on  selling 
the  greater  portion  of  them.    This  I  forthwith  did^  at  a  price  which 
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enabled  mo  to  pay  all  my  debts  at  the  hucksters'  shops,  and  gave  me  a 
gool  sum  besides.  I  thought  that  it  Tfould  have  been  inexhaustible, 
and  accordingly  feasted  sumptuously  for  several  T^eeks,  and  entertained 
my  friends  freely  in  my  stable,  or  rather  in  front  of  it,  "where,  under  the 
shade  of  a  grove  of  cocoa-nut  trees,  I  used  to  spread  my  board. 

On  the  2nd  of  December,  Mr.  Camel,  who  had  been  purser  of  the 
"  Active,"  and  the  son  of  Captain  Williams,  were  sent  to  Jamaica  on  their 
parole  in  a  cartel,  but  no  one  else  of  our  parly  was  allowed  to  leave  the 
place.  Beports  had  just  been  going  about  to  the  effect  that  we  were  all 
to  be  forthwith  exchanged,  and  therefore,  when  we  found  that  they  were 
false,  an  overpowering  despondency  sprung  up  among  us.  To  increase 
the  misery  of  our  condition,  a  report  reached  the  commandant,  invented 
by  some  malicious  person,  or  perhaps  by  the  authorities  themselves,  to 
increase  the  harsh  treatment  to  which  we  were  subjected,  to  the  effect  that 
we  had  formed  a  plot  to  set  fire  to  the  village,  and  that,  taking  advantage 
of  the  confiision  thus  created,  we  intended  endeavouring  to  make  our 
way  to  the  sea,  and  then  to  seize  some  small  vessel  and  escape  in  her  to 
Jamaica.  It  was  not  likely  that  a  number  of  officers  who  had  given  their 
parole  to  remain  quiet  would  be  guilty  of  an  act  so  dilshonourable  as  to 
endeavour  to  escape.  It  was,  however,  believed,  and  we  were  in  con- 
sequence even  more  severely  treated  than  before.  I  say  believed,  but  I 
should  be  more  correct  if  I  said  that  the  authorities  pretended  to  believe 
it.  We  had  now  a  guaid  constantly  set  over  us,  and  whenever  we  went 
out  we  were  narrowly  watched.  The  food  With  which  we  were  furnished 
was  worse  than  ever,  and  when  we  complained  of  the  purveyors  or 
hucksters  the  commandant  replied  that  he  could  not  interfere,  and  that 
we  must  take  what  was  offered  us,  and  be  thankful  that  it  was  no  worse. 
Often  many  of  our  poor  fellows  had  not  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  and 
it  was  only  by  great  exertion  that  I  was  able  to  procure  them,  as  I  have 
described,  for  myself  and  a  few  of  my  more  intimate  friends.  I  had  not 
supposed  that  so  degenerate  a  race  of  Frenchmen  existed,  for  when  they 
saw  us  all  rapidly  sickening  and  advancing  towards  the  grave,  instead  of 
relaxing  their  system  of  tyranny,  they  only  increased  their  ill-treatment, 
and  made  us  believe  that  they  really  wished  to  put  us'^to  death  by 
inches. 

On  the  4th,  poor  young  Bruce,  a  midshipman  of  the  "Minerva,"  died, 
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and  was  buried  in  the  sayannah  among  many  of  our  countrymen  who 
had  akeady  &llen  Tictims  to  disease.  Captain  Stott,  we  heard,  was 
sinking  fast,  and  on  the  15th  he  too  succumbed  to  sickness  and,  I  truly 
bcliovo,  a  broken  heart  Some  of  his  friends  attended  him  to  the  last^ 
and  a  large  body  of  us  went  up  to  keep  guard,  to  prevent  his  body  being 
carried  away,  as  had  been  the  case  with  Captain  Williams. 

As  soon  as  he  was  dead,  we  lieutenants  carried  him  to  our  own  house, 
and  in  the  morning  we  sent  a  deputation  to  the  conmiandant^  saying 
that  as  Captain  Stott  was  one  of  the  oldest  officers  in  his  Majesty's 
service,  we  considered  that  he  ought  to  be  buried  with  as  much  form  and 
ceremony  as  circumstances  would  allow  in  the  public  cemetery  of  the 
place.  Our  request  was,  however,  peremptorily  refused.  We  all  of  us, 
accordingly,  assembled  in  our  uniforms,  and  bore  the  body  of  the  old 
captain  to  the  savannah,  where,  at  a  lonely  spot,  we  dug  a  grave  with 
such  implements  as  we  possessed,  and,  prayers  being  said,  deposited  him 
iu  it  near  his  midshipman  and  steward. 

There  they  rest,  in  that  scarcely  known  locality,  free  from  that  trouble 
and  care  which  has  followed  many  of  those  who  attended  them  to  their 
graves.  Some  of  those  were,  however,  soon  to  be  laid  to  rest  alongside 
them.  Perhaps  it  was  through  some  feeling  of  humanity  that,  a  few 
days  afterwards,  the  son  and  nephew  of  Captain  Stott — two  little  fellows 
scarcely  more  than  ten  years  old — were  allowed  to  go  to  Jamaica  under 
charge  of  Mr.  Yarmes,  purser  of  the  "  Minerva."  Bartholomew,  one  of  the 
lieutenants  of  the  same  ship,  was  very  ill  of  the  fever.  He  had  scarcely 
been  able  to  creep  to  the  burial  of  his  late  commander,  but  still  he  had 
some  hopes  of  recovery.  Our  medical  man  had  veiy  little  experience  of 
the  nature  of  the  fell  disease  which  was  attacking  us,  so  that  those  taken 
ill  had  but  a  small  chance  of  getting  well. 

I  was  sitting  one  day  by  the  side  of  poor  Bartholomew,  endeavouring 
to  afford  him  what  consolation  I  could.  Alas !  with  regard  to  his  worldly 
prospects  there  was  little  I  could  offer.  I  tried  to  point  to  higher  things 
— to  the  world  to  coma  Unfortunately  men  do  not  think  enough  of 
that  tiU  they  are  on  its  very  threshold.  He  was  expressing  a  hope  that  he 
should  get  better,  and  I  entertained  the  same ;  suddenly  the  door  of  the 
room  was  thrown  open,  and  Adams,  another  of  the  "  Minerva's  "  lieu- 
tenants, rushed  into  the  room  with  an  animated  countenance, — 
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"  Choer  up,  Bartie,  old  fellow  1  **  he  exclaimed,  "  An  order  has  just 
arrived  for  our  release.  I  have  seen  it^  and  we  are  to  set  off  at  once  'for 
Jamaica.'' 

'' Hurrah  !''  exclaimed  the  other  lieutenant,  lifting  himself  up  in  his 
bed.  "  Then  I  shall  not  have  to  leave  my  bones  in  this  horrid  hole. 
Hurrah  !     On,  my  fine  fellows,  on  ! " 

He  waved  his  hand  above  his  head  as  if  he  had  his  sword  in  it,  and 
was  leading  a  party  of  boarders.  I  heard  a  rattling  sound.  I  looked  at 
his  countenance.  An  awful  change  had  come  over  it.  Before  I  could 
even  support  him  he  fell  back  in  his  bed  and  was  dead  Adams  and  I  stood 
for  a  moment  like  persons  petrified,  so  sudden  and  shocking  was  the  event. 
We  bore  him  at  sunset  to  our  field  of  the  dead  in  the  savannah,  and  there 
the  hands  of  his  £riends  and  brother-officers  laid  him  beside  the  grave  of 
his  late  captain.  Adams,  however,  got  away  and  reached  Jamaica  in 
safety.  Thus  ended,  in  gloom  and  almost  hopeless  despondency,  that, 
to  US  prisoners,  ever  memorable  year  of  1778.  For  what  we  could  tell 
to  the  contrary  then,  we  might  have  to  remain  till  peace  was  restored,  or 
till  England  succumbed  to  the  enemies  gathering  round  her. 

Proud  of  our  country  as  we  were,  and  confident  of  the  bravery  of  her 
sons,  what  had  we  to  hope  for  ?  Although  at  sea  the  ancient  supremacy 
of  our  fiag  had  been  nobly  upheld,  on  shore,  either  from,  want  of  good 
generals  or  from  our  pernicious  military  system — ^perhaps  firom  both 
causes  combined — no  brilliancy  had  been  shed  on  the  British  arms ; 
indeed,  we  only  heard  of  defeats,  ill-conducted  expeditions,  and  disasters 
of  all  sorts,  which  often  made  our  hearts  sink  to  the  very  depths  of 
despondency. 
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CHAPTEK  XVII. 

Attacked  with  fever. — ^Mammy  Qobo,  my  black  nurse. — Recovery.— Deatb  of  Ddisle. 
— Sail  for  Jamaica. — Promoted. — Join  the  **  Porcupine." — Chase. — A  mishap. — 
Becalmed. — Provittons  ran  short. — Sufferings. — A  fresh  breeze  brings  as  relief- 
Jamaica  again. 

I  HAD  long  hold  out  against  the  attacks  of  that  arch  enemy,  the  yellow 
fever,  to  which  so  many  of  my  companions  in  misfortune  had  succumbed. 
Several  vacancies  having  occurred  in  the  house,  Manby  had  gone  there 
and  left  mo  to  the  society  of  Tom  Eockets  and  my  cocks  and  hens.  I, 
however,  had  got  so  accustomed  to  the  place  that  I  had  no  wish  to  go  else- 
where. Impunity  had  made  me  fancy  that  I  was  proof  against  the  fever. 
It  found  me  out,  however.  In  an  instant  I  was  struck  down.  I  entreated 
that  I  might  be  left  whore  I  was.  Tom  made  me  up  as  comfortable  a 
bed  as  he  could,  and  covered  me  with  a  boat*cloak  and  a  blanket.  Strange 
as  it  may  seem,  in  that  climate  I  felt  excessively  cold,  and  thought  that 
nothing  would  warm  me.  Hour  after  hour  I  lay  shivering  as  if  nothing 
could  ever  make  mo  warm  again,  and  expecting  all  the  time  that  I  was 
about  to  die,  and  thinking  that  those  I  loved  most  on  earth  woxdd  per- 
haps never  gain  tidings  of  my  fate.  Then  I  felt  so  hot  that  I  had  a 
longing  to  jump  into  the  nearest  stream  to  cool  my  fevered  blood.  Poor 
Tom  sat  by  my  side,  often  wringing  his  hands  in  despair,  not  knowing 
how  to  treat  me,  and  yet  anxious  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  be  of  assistance. 
At  length  one  day  he  jumped  up  as  if  a  bright  thought  had  just  struck 
him,  and  out  ho  ran,  leaving  me  alone.  I  scarcely  expected  that  I  should 
be  alive  when  he  came  back,  so  weak  and  wretched  did  I  feel.  An  hour 
or  more  passed  when  he  reappeared,  accompanied  by  an  old  black  woman 
with  whom  I  had  occasionally  exchanged  a  joke  in  passing,  and  I  believe 
bestowed  on  her  some  trifle  or  other, — Mammy  Gobo  I  used  to  call  her, — 
little  thinking  the  service  she  would  be  to  me.  She  felt  me  all  over  and 
looked  at  my  tongue,  and  then  off  she  trotted.  She  soon,  however,  came 
back  with  some  pots  and  herbs  and  some  bricks.     She  first  made  Tom 
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dig  a  hole,  in  wliich  she  lighted  a  fire  and  at  it  heated  some  hricks. 
These  she  applied  at  once  to  my  f(?et,  and,  putting  on  her  pote,  formei 
some  decoctions  with  the  herhs,  which  she  made  me  swallow  in  laige 
quantities.  Had  she  not  providentially  come,  I  belieye  that  I  should 
have  died  that  very  night.  As  it  was,  I  was  evidently  a  suhject  requiring 
all  her  care  and  skill  She  seemed  anxious  to  hestow  hoth  on  me.  All 
night  long  she  sat  up  hy  my  side,  and  all  day  she  watched  over  me.  It 
appeared  to  me  that  she  never  slept.  If  I  opened  my  eyes  they  were 
certain  to  fell  on  her  jolly  ugly  visage,  with  her  large  eyes  turned  full 
upon  me,  seemingly  to  inquire  what  I  wanted.  When  at  last  she  began 
to  go  away  occasionally  for  half  an  hour  at  a  time  to  collect  more  herbs,  or 
for  some  other  purpose,  Eockets  was  always  ready  to  take  her  place,  and 
attended  me  with  all  the  affection  of  a  true  and  warm  friend.  Strong  as 
my  constitution  was,  I  am  very  sure  that  had  I  not  been  watched  over  by 
Mammy  Gobo  and  Tom  I  shoxdd  not  have  recovered — that  is  to  say,  I 
felt  then,  and  I  feel  more  strongly  now,  that  they  were  the  instruments, 
under  a  merciful  Providence,  by  which  I  was  preserved  so  long  from 
destruction  while  hanging  between  life  and  death,  and  ultimately  of  my 
recovery,  though  it  was  long  before  that  took  place.  Probably  in 
consequence  of  his  constant  attendance  on  me,  before  I  had  begun  to 
recover,  Tom  himself  was  attacked  with  the  fever,  and  there  he  lay  in  the 
stall  next  to  me,  moaiiing  and  groaning,  &nd  occasionally  raging  with 
delirium.  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  some  time  before  this  our  old 
horse  had  been  removed  to  a  place  of  superior  accommodation — I  suspect 
to  our  tumble-down,  rickety  stable  3  but,  as  we  wanted  his  room  more 
than  his  company,  we  did  not  complain  of  this.  Mammy  Gobo  was  no 
respecter  of  persons,  and  I  was  glad  to  find  that  she  attended  on  Tom 
with  as  much  care  as  she  had  done  on  me.  The  poor  fellow  was  very 
grateful 

"  Ah,  sir,"  he  said,  "  though  that  'ere  nigger  woman  has  got  a  black 
skin,  to  my  mind  she  has  as  good  and  red  a  heart  in  her  body  as  any 
white-faced  person.  It's  just  the  painting  of  the  outside  which  ain't 
altogether  according  to  our  notions ;  but  after  all,  sir,  beauty  is,  as  you 
know,  sir,  only  skin  deep." 

I  fiilly  agreed  with  him  on  this  point,  and  at  that  moment  poor  Mammy 
Gobo  was  more  welcome  to  our  sight  than  the  most  beautiful  creature  in 
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existence.  What  cooling  drinks  she  concocted  ont  of  herbs  and  simples, 
and  "what  delicious  messes  ont  of  flarious  sorts  of  vegetables  and  fruits 
and  roots,  the  productions  of  that  fruitful  climate !  However,  Mammy 
Gobo  could  not  always  attend  on  us,  for  she  had  several  other  patients, 
and  had  to  look  after  her  own  affairs  at  home.  During  her  absence  our 
poor  chickens  fared  but  ill,  for  we  could  not  go  out  to  collect  food  for 
them,  and  the  supply  we  had  before  stored  up  was  soon  expended.  They,  in 
consequence,  had  to  go  forth  to  forage  for  themselves.  At  first  they  came 
back  regularly  enough,  but  then  we  remarked  that  one  was  missing ;  tho 
next  day  another  did  not  make  its  appearance,  and  so  on  the  third  day 
two  were  missing.  In  a  few  days  half  our  stock  were  lost.  Wo  told 
Mammy  Gobo  of  what  had  occurred,  and  she  said  she  would  try  and  find 
out  who  had  robbed  us.  When;  however,  she  was  present,  all  the  chickens 
came  back.  We  certainly  did  not  suspect  her  of  being  the  thief,  but  we 
felt  sure  that  the  real  thieves  watched  her  movements  and  ran  off  with 
our  fowls  when  she  was  out  of  the  way.  We  were  compelled  also  to  kill 
several  of  our  stock  of  chickens  for  food.  Mammy  Gobo  having  especially 
prescribed  chicken-broth  when  we  became  somewhat  convalescent.  They 
were  now  reduced  to  a  veiy  small  number.  One  by  one  they  also  disap- 
appeared  till  none  remained,  and  then  we  were  indeed  in  a  very  miserable 
and  forlorn  condition.  We  were  still  too  ill,  however,  to  think  much  of 
the  future,  but  we  found  it  impossible  to  supply  even'  our  present  wants ; 
and  had  not  the  kind-hearted  black  woman  catered  for  us,  assuring  the 
hucksters  that  I  was  certain  to  recover  and  pay  them,  I  believe  that  we 
should  have  starved. 

At  last  I  was  able  to  get  about  a  little,  though  the  fever  was  stiU  on 
me,  and  I  managed  to  crawl  to  the  house  to  see  some  of  my  brother 
officers.  The  greater  number  of  them  were  sick,  or  had  been  ill  and  near 
death's  door.  I  inquired  for  my  old  shipmate  and  friend,  Delisle.  "  He 
is  iU  in  that  room  "  was  the  reply.  I  went  forthwith  to  him.  A  few 
short  weeks  of  sickness  had  made  a  great  change  in  his  countenance.  He 
took  my  hand  when  I  approached  the  wretched  pallet  on  which  he  was 
stretched. 

"  I  am  glad  to  see  you  recovering,  my  dear  Hurry,"  he  said  in  a  low, 
feeble  voice.  "  It  is  all  up  with  me,  though.  I  shall  never  be  a  post- 
captain — never  command  a  ship— my  last  battle  is  fought.     I  must  yield 
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to  God's  wilL  It  seems  hard,  though.  You  know  all  about  my  friends. 
If  you  ever  leach  home,  go  and  tell  them  about  mo.  I  can't  talk  more. 
I  am  weak — ^very  weak — couldn't  hail  the  maintop  if  I  was  to  try.  Oh, 
it's  hard,  very  hard,  to  be  thus  cut  off  by  the  arm  of  this  vile  climate — 
very,  vtiy." 

He  was  silent.  I  tried  to  console  him,  to  raise  his  8].irits,  for  I  was 
certain  they  had  a  good  deal  to  do  in  enabling  a  person  to  recover.  In 
vain  were  all  my  efforts.  He  sank  slowly,  and  before  morning  one  who 
had  long  been  my  friend  and  the  companion  of  my  Orlopian  days  on 
board  the  "  Orpheus,"  and  lately  my  messmate  also  in  the  "  Bristol,"  was 
no  more.  The  blow  prostrated  me  in  body  and  spirits,  and  I  felt  inclined 
to  give  in  and  lay  my  head  down  beside  his.  Soon  after  daylight  we 
sallied  forth  with  the  body  of  our  brot&er  officer,  and  took  our  way 
towards  the  dreary  savannah.  We  were  followed  by  some  of  our  guards 
and  other  individualB,  anxious,  we  concluded,  to  watch  our  proceedings. 
Our  party  was  but  small,  for  alas !  the  greater  number  of  the  lieutenants 
were  unable  from  sickness  to  attend  the  funeral.  We  were  a  melancholy 
party — ^pale,  haggard,  and  squalid.  We  placed  the  body  on  the  grass. 
What  a  fine,  handsome  young  fellow  he  looked  !  We  began  to  dig  his 
grave.  Without  consideration,  we  began  to  dig  it  east  and  west.  When 
we  had  proceeded  some  way  in  our  work,  our  French  masters  interfered  and 
said  that  we  ought  to  dig  it  north  and  south,  that  only  Christian  men,  good 
Catholics,  should  be  buried  east  and  west,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  rise 
when  summoned  by  the  sound  of  the  last  trump.  We  resolved,  however, 
not  to  give  in  to  so  absurd  a  demand,  and  continued  our  labours.  Again 
the  Frenchmen  interfered.  On  a  further  consultation  one  of  our  party 
recollected  that  graves  were  usually  placed  east  and  west  in  England,  and 
so  we  told  our  tyrants  that  we  were  only  following  one  of  our  own 
national  customs,  and  to  it  we  intended  to  adhere.  From  our  not  recol- 
lecting the  custom,  all  our  other  countrymen  had  been  buried  A)rth  and 
south.  After  some  further  dispute  about  the  matter  we  were  allowed  to 
proceed,  and  thus  poor  Delisle  rests  in  the  position  which  is  considered 
most  orthodox,  though  I  cannot  say  that  I  should  be  inclined  to  attach 
much  importance  to  the  matter.  Sad  and  sick  I  went  back  to  our  stable. 
The  exertion  I  had  gone  through  almost  finished  me.  The  other  lieu- 
tenants wanted  me  to  go  to  their  house,  but  I  had  no  spirits  for  society. 
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I  prelened  my  own  wretched  abode  and  tlie  companionship  of  Tom 
BockeU  imd  the  old  black  woman,  l^ever  did  one  brother  mourn  for 
another  more  sincerely  than  I  did  for  Gerard  Delisl!^  Thus  the  daya 
and  weeks  and  months  drew  slowly  along  till  Apnl  arrlTed.  Thai 
month  was  passed  mnch  as  the  others  till  on  the  28th,  a  day  not  likely 
to  be  foi^otten  by  me.  Several  of  my  friends  had  come  in  to  see  me, 
and  they  were  all  sittiog  about  in  the  stable.  We  were  bemoaning,  as  we 
often  did,  our  hard  fSate. 

"  As  for  me,"  I  exclaimed,  "  I  fully  expect  to  lay  my  bones  in  that 
dark,  dreary  savannah  1  •  What  hope  have  I  of  ever  gettiog  away )" 

Suddenly  a  voice  was  heard  outside  the  door  shouting  lustily.  We 
thought  it  was  one  of  our  friends  running  about  in  the  delirium  of  fever, 
when  in  rushed  lieutenant  Monarty  with  an  <^en  letter  in  his  hand  of  a 
very  official  appearance. 

**  It  was  diiected  to  mo,  so  I.broke  the  seaL  YouaadManbyandlaie 
free.     Hurrah,  boys,  hunah  1'!  he  exclaimed.     "  Hurrah,  hurrah  I" 

I  thoi]^t  at  first  that  he  was  mad,  and  could  not  believe  him  till  he 
lot  me  inspect  the  letter.  It  was  from  General. D' Argue,  informing  ua 
that,  in  consequence  of.  a  request  from  Sir  Peter  Parker,  we  had  leave  to 
embark  on  board  a  cartel  for  Jamaica.  I  turned  the  document  over  and 
over  again  in  my  hand.  There  could  be  no  doubt  about  its  genmneness. 
Ill  and  weak  as  we  all  were,  for  we  stiU.had,ihe  fever  on  us»  we  resolved 
to  set  off  the  moment  we  were  able.  After  the  first  ebullition  of  our 
feelinga  waa  over>  we  recollected  what  must  be  the  sensation  of  .the  friends 
we  were  leaving  behind,  and  Moriazty  did  his  best  to  aoothe  them  by 
assuring  them  how  rejoiced  we  should  be  if  they  were  able  to  go  like- 
wise. Some  of  them,  I  thouglit,  looked  compassionately  on  me,  for  I  was 
at  that  time  confined  to  my  bed,  such  as  it  was,  and,  asl  thought^  utterly 
unable  to  walk.  The  news  of  my  liberty,  however,  worked  more  wonders 
towardsiBay  cure  than  aU  the  physic  the  first  of  doctors  could  have  given 
me,  or  the  decoctions  of  good  Mammy  Gobo.  .  The  next  day,  however, 
when  it  was  known  that  I  had  got. my  liberty,  the  hucksters,  shoemakers, 
and  washerwomen  poured  in  their  bills  on  me,  which,  though  not  of.  any 
great  amount^  I  found  totally  beyond  my  means  to  pay.  I  promised  them 
that  I  would  transmit  the  amounts  the  instant  I  got  back  to  Jamaica ;  but 
they  said  that  would  not  do,  and  that  if  I  could  not  pay  them  they  must 
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appeal  to  the  auiihonties,  TOid  that  I  must  he  detained.  I  was  in  despair. 
I  was  eager  to  be  gone.  I  felt  that  I  should  not  live  if  I  remained.  In 
my  dilemma-IieiBtenant  Lawford,  who  had  a  letter  of  credit  on  a  merchant 
at  Cape  Francois,  came  forward  in  the  most  liberal  and  generous  way,  and 
supplied  me  with  fiffy' dollars,  which  was  all  I  required  to  satisfy  the 
demands  of  my  creditors.  My  mind  being  thus  relieved,  I  felt  myself 
strong -enotigh  to  got  up  and  assist  in  making  the  preparations  for  our 
journey.  We  engaged  a  carriage  to  conv^  us  to  the  coast,  for  none  of  us 
were  in  a  fit  state  to  ride  on  horseback.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  sad 
oountanances  and  the  depressed  spirits  of  our  brother  officers  whom  we 
left  behiojcL 

•On  liie  morning  .of  the  30th  of  April,  with  a  buoyancy  of  spirits  to 
Jwhich  I  had  long'  been  a  'stranger,  I  with  my  companions  got  into  the 
rickety,  vehicle  .which  was  to  ^convey  us  the  first  part  of  our  journey, 
iKmiitockets.beiiigpeiMhed^oa  a:M8t.behind«^  Womrrived  at  about  eight 
fifdockat^iho^illage  of  <lAaionadeM.'sn  ivttiaetive  nsme  on  a  hot  day-^and 
jaear  there  found  a  boot- inTeadiness  ta  carry  uv  to  Cape  Francois.  .How 
ddioioiia  tb»iea^brc«ze  unelt  i-^osrro'afreBhing  to  our  parched  skins  and 
stagnaatiblood  J  It  appeared  toima  to;  drive  away  at  .once  all  the  remains 
of  idia  fever.  X'£i^*like  a  new:  being,  strong  sod  hearty,,  in  a  moment.  I 
found,  however,  when  I  attempted  to  exert  my  strength,  that  I  had  very 
^tle  of  that  left*  Once  more  we  found^nurselTes  in  the  far-from-delec- 
table  town  of  Cape  Fran9ois.  As  the  cartel  was  not  ready,  we  had  to 
(take* up.  our  abod*  at  a  taveni,  where  we. were  joined  by  two  other  naval 
officers  who  had/been  imprisoned  in:  another  part  of  the  island.  We  had 
some  difficulty  in  amusing  ourselves  during  our  stay,,  but  every  day  we 
were  picking  up  health*  and :  strei^ith,  and  at . langth^  omitha  8th,  we  all 
{five  emibaiiked,  withiwo  masters  of  marchantmen  who  had  lost  their  vessels 
and  thirty  seamen,  on  board  the  cartel,  and  commenced  our  voyage  to 
^Jamaica;  On  the  10th  we  put  into  Bt.  .Germains,  another^art  of  St. 
Domingo,  where w«  received  some. move'  refeased  priamers,  and  on  the 
following  day  we  bid  what  I  h(^ied« would  prove  an  eternal  adieu  to  that 
^mostialiospitableixf  islands.  Witii  the  exception  of  the  houses  we  had 
stopped:  ct  on  our>way  to^  Ou  Trou,  we  had  not  been  received  into  the 
abodea  of  any  of  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  country.  Some  of  the 
^olaured  people  would -willingly  have  treated  us  kindly,  but  they  wei*e 
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kept  in  awe  by  the  authorities,  and  thus  the  only  real  kindness  we  leceived 
was  from  the  poor  unsophisticated  blacks.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  felt 
ever  since  deeply  grateful  to  Mammy  Gobo  and  her  ebony-skinned  coun- 
trymen and  countrywomen,  and  have  been  most  anxious  to  do  them  all  the 
good  in  my  power.  With  regard  to  the  French  residents,  all  I  can  say  is 
that  I  recognized  among  them  none  of  the  supposed  characteristics  of  the 
French  nation.  Instead  of  proving  hospitable  and  polite,  I  should  say- 
that  I  never  saw  a  greater  set  of  bears  in  my  life. 

Our  voyage  was  short  and  merry,  though  one  of  the  subjects  which 
afforded  us  most  amusement  was  our  own  forlorn,  half-starved,  almost 
naked  condition.  We  were  a]l  much  alike,  so  we  could  afford  to  laugh 
at  each  other.  The  weather  held  fine  and  our  voyage  was  speedy,  and 
on  the  ever-to-be-remembered  13th  of  May  we  sighted  the  entrance  of 
Port  Royal  harbour,  where  we  dropped  anchor  in  the  afternoon.  I  found 
that  I  had  been  absent  exactly  nine  months  and  three  days.  In  spite  of 
my  tatterdemalion  appearance  and  my  consciousness  that  I  was  much  like 
the  wretched  apothecary  who  supplied  the  love-lorn  Eomeo  with  the  fatal 
potion,  as  soon  as  I  got  on  shore  I  hastened  up  to  pay  my  respects  to  Sir 
Peter  Parker.  He  received  me,  as  I  knew  ho  would,  with  the  greatest 
kindness,  and  when  I  apologized  for  my  ragged  appearance  he  laughed 
and  assured  me  that  he  would  much  rather  see  an  officer  in  a  threadbare 
uniform,  worn  out  in  active  service,  than  in  one  shining  and  bright  in 
consequence  of  want  of  use. 

"  You'll  stay  to  dinner  with  me,  Mr.  Hurry,"  said  the  admiral  "  We 
must  try  to  put  some  more  flesh  on  those  bones  of  yours.'' 

I  looked  at  my  tattered  garments. 

"  Oh,  never  mind  those ;  they  are  honourable,  like  a  flag  well  riddled," 
he  observed.  "  1  want  you,  besides,  to  tell  me  all  that  happened  to  yoa 
duiing  your  captivity." 

Dinner  ms  soon  afterwards  announced,  and  duriiig  it  I  gave  the 
admii-al  an  account  of  the  chief  events  which  had  happened  while  I  was 
at  Ou  Trou.  He  was  very  indignant  when  he  heard  of  the  way  we  had 
been  treated,  and  especially  of  the  mode  in  which  Captains  Williams  and 
Stott  had  been  buried.  I  made  him  laugh  at  some  of  our  contrivances, 
and  particularly  at  my  having  turned  hen  keeper.  I  described  also  to  him 
our  residence  in  the  stable  with  the  old  horse.     I  declared  that  I  had  tried 
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to  teach  the  hoise  my  language,  and,  not  succeeding,  liad  endeavoured  to 
learn  bis,  and  that  I  was  in  a  fair  way  of  succeeding  when  he  was  removed 
from  our  habitation.  This  really  was  the  case ;  I  had  made  great  friends 
with  the  old  animal,  and  I  was  beginning  to  know  exactly  the  meaning 
of  all  the  noises  he  made.  The  admiral  was  highly  amused  with  all  I  told 
him.  He  put  me,  in  return,  in  high  spirits  by  informing  me  that,  on  hearing 
I  was  captured,  he  had  directed  that  I  should  be  rated  as  a  mate  of  the 
"  Bristol,''  and  kept  on  her  books,  and  that,  in  consequence,  I  was  entitled 
to  a  share  of  prize  money,  which,  as  she  had  been  very  successful,  would 
be  of  some  amount.  Several  officers,  post-captains  and  others,  were 
present,  as  were  three  or  four  civilians,  planters  and  merchants.  The  latter 
invited  me  to  their  houses,  and  one  of  them,  Mr.  Martin,  insisted  that  I 
should  drive  back  with  him,  and  make  his  house  my  home  till  I  got  a  ship. 

*'  That  he  has  got  already,"  said  the  admiral,  presenting  me  with  a 
paper,  which  I  found  was  my  commission  as  lieutenant,  and  that  I  wafl 
appointed  to  the  "  Porcupine  "  sloop-of-war  of  fourteen  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  John  Packenham.  I  could  not  find  words  to  express  my 
thanks  to  the  admiral,  but  he  said,  "Pooh,  pooh ;  we  want  active,  intelligent, 
gallant  young  men  not  afraid  of  a  gale  of  wind,  or  of  an  enemy  ashore  or 
afloat,"  he  answered.  "  You  have  fairly  won  your  promotion,  and  I  con- 
gratulate you  on  obtaining  it." 

With  these  kind  words  I  parted  from  the  admiral,  and  took  my  seat  in 
my  new  Mend's  carriage. 

<' We  have  time  to  see  old  Stukely  this  evening,  and  ascertain  the 
amount  you  have  got  to  your  credit.  It  won't  make  you  sleep  the  worse," 
said  he,  as  we  drove  along. 

"  Forty  or  fifty  pounds,  probably,"  I  remarked.  "  It  would  make  me 
feel  as  rich  as  a  king." 

"We  will  see,  we  will  see,"  he  replied. 

To  the  agent's  we  went.  He  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Martini,  so  without 
more  ado  he  turned  to  his  books. 

"  Huny  ?  Hurry  of  the  '  Bristol '  f "  he  muttered.     "  A  trifle,  I  know." 

I  bethought  me,  "  It  won't  be  ten  pounds  after  all,  perhaps." 

"  Oh,  yes,  here  I  have  it.  Three  hundred  pounds,  Mr.  Hurry  !  You 
can  draw  it  whenever  you  like :  our  friend  here  will  assure  me  of  your 
identity." 
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I  couldn't  help  throwing  up  my  cap  for  joy. 

"Welly  I  am  rich,"  I  exclaimod ;  " like  that  old  feli<nir> CrcesuB I  once 
read  of  at  eohool.  Thank  you,  sir — ^thank  you.  Hurrah,  huicah  !"  I  burst 
out  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughter.  .  < 

At  first  Mr.  Martin  smiled  at  my  joy,  hut  he  soon  began  to  look  grave, 
as  did  the  agent,  for  they  perceived  that  I  was  over-ezcited-^that,  in  truth, 
the  admiral's  good  wine  and  my  unezpeotcd  good  fortune,  acting  on  a 
frame  shattered  by  sickness,  had  upset  me,  and  they  seemed  to  tiunk 
that  there  was  every  probability  of  a  return  of  my  fever. 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  got.this  little  sum.  ^t  vnH  help 
to  supply  you  with  an  outfit,"  observed-Mr.*  Msrtin^'wiahing.  to  calm  me 
down  a  little.      • 

"  Enough  for  an  outfit! — enough  to  fit  out  a  prince  or  found  a  kingdom !" 
I  exclaimed  vehemently.     "  Ha,  ha,  hal"  « 

'^  Well,  never  mind  that  just  now,"  said  my  kind  iciend ;  'I  jofitg^tinto 
my  barouche,  and  eome  along  to  my  house  in  .the  meantime.  *-  >  To-moRDW 
we  will  talk  about  these  matters." 

I  made  no  resistance,  and,  getting  intuhiB  canuge,  we  soonreaclied  his 
cool  and  comfortable  n^nsion  in  the  neighbourhood  of  OEdngBton.  I  was 
immediately  put  to  bed,  and  off  I  went  .into  a  sleep  scr  soundithaft  an 
earthquake  or  an  hurricane  would  scarcely  have  awoke  mei 

It  was  late  in  the  day  when  I  at  length  opened  my  eyes,  feeling. quite  a 
new  being.  A  thorough  sound  sleep,  with  my  ndnd  at  ease  as  to  my 
prospects,  was  alll  required  to  restore  me  to  hedth.  This  Ihad  not  got 
since  I  left  Ou  Trou.  As  soon  as  I  had  dressed  and  breskfested  I.set  off 
for  Port  Eoyal  harbour,  and  joined  my  ship,  as  hftpiqfi  a  fellow,  I  m^  truly 
say,  as  ever  crossed  salt  water.  I  was  most  kindly.recsived  by  my  new 
shipmates,  who  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  trying  to  make  amends 
to  me  for  the  sufferings  I  had  undergone.  I  had  very  littla  time  to  be 
idle,  or  to  a]»use  myself  on  shore.  That  I  suspect  was  the  bettet.for  me. 
The  ship  was  all  ready  for  sea,  and  on  tbe  18th  of  the  month,  (juat  feur 
days  after  I  got  back  to  Jamaica,  we  sailed  waerabe,  in  oomptn$Li¥ith 
his  Majesty's  frigate  "  Hinohinbrool^"'Oein]nsiided  by  Captain  Padceor,  the 
admiral's  son,  off  Cape  St  Antonio^  I  found  that  .thcc"  Camel,''  which 
had  been  sent  to  accompany  a  feet  through  ths  golf,  had  on  her  zstunv 
when  off  Cape  St  Antonio,  seen  a  considerable  number  of  St.  Domingo 
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ships.  One  she  had  taken  -which  was  very  valuable,  but,  being  •  slow 
sailer,  the  others  had  escaped  her.  Her  captain  informed  Sir  Peter  that  he 
was  certain  if  a  couple  of  ships  would  saU  immediately  the  fortunes  of 
all  on  board  would  be  made.  In  consequence  of  this  the  admiral 
despatched  the  "  Hinchinbrook  "  and  my  ship  the  "  Porcupine,"  directing 
us  not  to  wait  to  ^  up  with  provisions  or  water,  but  to  proceed  at  once 
to  the  locality  where  these  rich  prizes  were  to  be  found. 

On  the  25th  we  arrived  off  our  station.  The  next  day  a  stranger  was 
reported  in  eight — a  schooner.  We  made  all  sail  in  chase.  How 
delightful  it  was  to  feel  myself  once  more  on  board  ship,  bowling  away 
with  a  fine  breeze  through  the  free  sparkling  waters,  with  England's  time- 
honom«d  flag  above  my  head.  I  could  scarcely  refrain  ftom  shouting  with 
pleasure,  and  I  do  not  think  that  anybody  would  have  been  much 
astonished  had  I  done  so,  for  I  should  have  replied,  *'  Let  me  tell  you, 
oM  fellows,  if  any  of  you  had  been  shut  up  in  a  dull  village  in  an  abomi- 
nable dimate,  half-starved,  ill-treated  and  insulted  j  hearing  constantly  that 
old  England  was  conquered,  that  her  fleets  were  destroyed,  and  her  people 
led  into  captivity,  with  your  o<«ipamon»  and  friends  dying  about  you, 
and,  when  dead,  buried  like  dogs,  you  would  shout  when  yott  found  your- 
selves at  liberty,  and  able^  once  more  to  do  battle  with  the  enemies  of  your 
country." 

Whether  the  schooner  was  American  or  Frenoh  we  could  not  at  first 
determine,  but  that  she  was  an  enemy  there  could  be  no  doubt.  The 
prospect  of  prize  money  is  always  pleasant,  though  when  obtained,  in  too 
many  cases,  it  is  spent  in  folly  and  extravagance.  All  hands  were  in  high 
spirits  j  a  good  beginning  to  a  successful  cruise  we  thought  it  would  prove. 
Cape  Antonio  bore  at  the  time  south-east  We  had  almost  got  the  chase 
within  range  of  our  guns,  when  a  grating  sound  was  heard,  and  a  shock 
was  felt  which  sent  most  of  the  ship's  company  toppling  down  on  their 
noses ;  the  water  surged  up  alongside,  and  we  found  that  we  were  on  shore. 
Here  might  be  a  speedy  conclusion  to  all  our  hopes  <rf  prize  money — notr 
that  we  eared  for  the  paltry  sum  the  vessel  in  sight  might  have  given  us, 
but  for  what  we  might  obtain  by  our-  cruise  altogether.  Not  a  moment 
was  lost  in  olewing-up  every  thing,  lowering  boats,  and  in  laying  out 
anchors ;  but,  notwithstanding,  we  stuck  hazd  and  fieist  British  seamen, 
however,  da  not  give  way  to  despair  in  a  hurry.  Fresh  anchors  and  warps 
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were  laid  out  "We  sounded  round  the  ship  to  see  where  most  water  was 
to  be  found.  Then  we  worked  away  with  our  purchases.  Wo  had  no 
wish  to  start  our  water  or  to  heave  our  guns  and  provisions  overboard  till 
the  last  extremity.  Fortunately  the  wind  fell  We  hove  away  with  a 
will.  "Hurrah,  hurrah  !"  was  the  cry  fore  and  aft;  "she  moves,  she 
moves  1"  Our  success  encouraged  us.  The  "  Hinchinbrook,"  before  we 
got  on  shore,  was  out  of  sight ;  so  was  the  chase  by  this  time.  At  length 
our  efforts  were  rewarded  with  success,  and  once  more  we  had  deep  water 
under  oiur  keel.  What  was  satisfactory,  also,  we  had  suffered  little  or  no 
damage. 

For  the  next  fortnight  we  were  employed  chiefly  in  chasing  and  speak- 
ing a  vast  number  of  Spanish  merchantmen  bound  to  the  Havannah,  and 
as  we  little  suspected  all  the  time  that  war  had  been  declared  between 
England  and  Spain,  we  allowed  them  to  proceed.  This  was  provoking 
enough,  for  they  would  have  proved  very  rich  prizes.  We  spoke  also 
his  Majesty's  ships  "  Winchelsea,^'  "  Camel,"  "  Lynne  "  and  "  Druid,"  with 
a  convoy  from  England  for  Jamaica,  and  on  the  15th  of  June,  the  period 
of  our  cruise  being  up,  and  our  provisions,  moreover,  growing  short,  we 
left  our  station  and  made  sail  for  Port  Eoyal. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  judging  by  our  reckoning  that  we  were  within  a 
few  leagues  of  Jamaica,  our  surprise  was  very  considerable  when  we 
struck  soundings  on  the  Misteriosa  bank,  about  a  hundred  leagues  to  the 
westward  of  where  we  supposed  ourselves  to  be.  Captain  Packenham 
sent  forthwith  for  the  purser,  and  in  consequence  of  the  report  he  gave  we 
were  immediately  put  on  half  allowance,  having,  even  at  that  rate,  provi- 
sions to  last  us  only  for  fourteen  days.  There  we  were,  dead  to  leeward, 
while  light  winds  and  frequent  calms  occasioned  our  progress  to  be  very 
slow.  We  kept  at  it,  however,  making  every  inch  of  ground  we  could. 
Still  by  the  12th,  being  at  a  considerable  distance  from  land,  we  were  of 
necessity  put  on  yet  further  reduced  allowance  of  a  biscuit  a  day,  an  ounce 
of  pork  and  half  a  pint  of  water.  I,  who  just  then  required  sustenance 
more  than  most  of  my  companions,  felt  the  want  of  substantial  food  very 
much.  The  "  Hinchinbrook,"  with  which  we  were  still  in  coiapany,  was 
also  short  of  provisions,  and  could  ill  spare  any  to  supply  our  wants.  We 
now  both  of  us  felt  the  inconvenience  of  having  sailed  in  so  great  a  hurry. 
It  had  been  calculated  that  we  should  take  a  week  to  get  to  our  station ;  that 
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we  should  cruise  there  a  couple  of  weeks,  and  take  a  week  to  return. 
Thmgs  were  noTV  growing  extremely  serious,  thougli  the  men  hore  their 
want  of  food  vory  well,  but  we  could  not  help  seeing  clearly  that 
the  time  might  shortly  come  when  we  should  really  have  nothing 
whatever  on  board.  On  the  15th,  believing  that  we  could  not  possibly 
reach  a  port,  we  stood  to  the  northward  and  kept  in  the  latitude 
of  Jamaica,  hoping  thus  to  fall  in  with  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  under 
convoy  of  some  ships  of  war,  which  we  knew  were  to  sail  from  Jamaica 
about  that  time.  We  had  look-outs  stationed  at  each  mast-head,  eagerly 
on  the  watch  for  any  strange  sail,  friend  or  foe,  from  which  we  might 
have  obtained  relief.  We  should  certainly  have  attacked  any  foe,  even 
twice  our  force,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  food  from  them.  I  believe  that, 
80  desperately  we  should  have  fought,  we  should  have  conquered.  Men 
are  like  wild  beasts  when  hungry.  There  is  nothing  they  will  not  dare  and 
do.  Still  we  were  doomed  to  disappointment.  On  the  30th  of  July,  all 
our  bread  and  water  being  expended,  we  were  reduced  to  an  allowance  of 
one  ounce  of  pork  for  each  man  daily.  It  did  just  to  keep  body  and  soul 
together.  We  were  compelled  to  send  each  day  on  board  the  "Hinchin- 
brook"  for  a  small  cask  of  water,  which  was  all  they  could  spare  us. 
Even  of  this  small  allowance  we  felt  that  we  might  any  day  be  deprived, 
should  we,  as  was  very  probable,  be  separated  from  our  consort  by  a  gale 
of  wind.  On  the  2nd  of  August  the  £ices  of  the  purser  and  his  clerks 
were  longer  than  usual.  The  ounce  of  pork  was  diminished  to  half  an 
ounce,  and  then  some  of  the  messmen  found  that  they  were  getting  only  a 
quarter  of  an  ounce,  I  guessed,  by  the  countenances  of  the  men  as  they 
went  forward,  but  they  said  nothing.  They  very  well  knew  that  the 
present  state  of  things  could  not  be  helped.  Very  soon  the  purser  came 
aft  to  the  captain  who  was  on  the  quarter-deck, — 

"  Sir,  I  have  to  report  that  there  is  not  a  pint  of  water  or  an  ounce  of 
bread  or  biscuit,  or  anything  eatable  on  board,''  was  his  very  unsatisflEu^tory 
announcement. 

The  captain  stood  as  cool  and  unmoved  as  if  he  was  hearing  an  account 
of  any  ordinary  occurrence. 

'*  You  have  some  tallow  candles  and  oil,  and  some  raisins,  and  a  few 
other  little  things  of  that  sort  V  he  remarked. 

The  purser  said  there  was  a  small  supply  on  board. 
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"  Very  well,  they  will  serve  to  keep  all  hands  alive  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  by  that  time  we  may  hope  to  fall  in  with  assistance,"  he  answered. 

He  then  called  us  all  lound  him,  and  officially  announced  what  the 
purser  had  told  him. 

"  m  let  the  people  know  the  state  of  things,"  he  added,  and  directed 
that  they  should  be  summoned  afb. 

Their  pale,  thin  faces,  and  the  slow  way  in  which  many  of  them 
walked,  showed  that  the  want  of  sufficient  food  was  already  telling  on 
their  strength. 

"My  lads,"  said  Captain  Packenham,  "we  put  to  sea  in  a  hurry, 
and  we  expected  to  be  back  before  our  provisions  were  expended, 
but  we  are  mistaken.  We  are  short  of  food,  but  many  ships  have  been 
in  a  worse  case.  We  have  done  our  best  to  get  back  to  Jamaica,  and  as 
we  cannot  get  there,  I  hope  we  may  fall  in  with  some  vessels  or  other 
from  which  we  may  get  a  supply  of  provisions,  either  friends  to  give  them 
to  us,  or  enemies  from  which  we  may  take  them,  and,  hungry  as  we  are,  I 
would  not  fear  to  lay  you  alongside  an  enemy's  ship,  for  I  am  very  certain 
you  would  take  care  to  provide  yourselves  with  a  good  supper  at  the  end 
oT  the  fight." 

The  crew  warmly  cheered  this  speech,  though  the  voices  of  many  of  the 
poor  fellows  sounded  hollow  and  faint.  They  knew,  however,  that,  badly 
off  as  they  might  be,  not  an  officer  would  touch  a  mouthful  of  food  while 
they  were  without  it.  How  eagerly  we  all  looked  out  for  a  sail  which 
might  bring  us  relief  1  There  was  no  necessity  to  hail  the  mast-heads  to 
ascertain  that  the  men  stationed  there  were  doing  their  duty.  I  certainly 
did  not  wish  myself  back  at  Ou  Trou,  but  I  never  suffered  such  pangs  of 
hunger  there  as  I  was  now  doing.  We  had  two  or  three  prophets  of 
disaster  on  board,  and  they  were  continually  citing  instances  where  the 
whole  crew  of  a  ship  had  died  from  starvation,  or  perhaps  where  only  one 
or  two  had  survived  to  tell  the  tale  of  their  misfortunes.  Water  was  our 
greatest  want.  The  wind  was  light,  almost  a  calm,  and  the  sun  shone 
forth  on  the  calm  shining  sea  with  intense  fury,  the  very  pitch  in  the 
seams  of  our  decks  bubbled  up,  and  if  we  had  a  beef  steak  we  might  have 
cooked  it  on  the  capstan-head.  We  put  on  our  sword-belts,  and  drew 
them  tighter  and  tighter  round  our  waists.  The  men  used  their  hand* 
kerchiofe  for  the  same  object.     But  all  would  not  do.    Tight  as  we  drew 
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them  we  eould  not  stop  the  gnawing  pang3  which  attacked  ns.  Those  on 
watch  had,  of  conise,  to  keep  the  deck.  The  rest  of  the  officers  lay  down 
in  their  cabins,  but  I  could  not  remain  in  mine.  I  was  sopn  again  out  of 
it,  and  climbing  up  aloft  eagerly  to  scan  the  horizon,  in  the  hopes  of 
finding  a  sail  in  sight.  In  vain  I  looked  round ;  not  a  speck  was  to  be 
seen  above  the  horizon.  At  length  the  sun  went  down^Aand  darkness 
came  on,  and  there  the  ship  lay  becalmed,  with  her  crew  of  starving  men. 
Anxiously  all  that  night  passed  away — the  calm  continued.  We  had 
indeed  practical  experience  of  how  hard  hunger  and  thirst  is  to  bear.  We ' 
could  see  the  "  Hinchinbrook  "  at  a  little  distance  from  us,  rolling  her 
polished  sides  in  the  water,  over  which  the  moonbeams  were  now  playing. 
She  was  now  in  as  bad  a  condition  as  we  were,  and  could  no  longer 
render  us  any  assistance.  The  sun  again  rose,  and  thi^  the  two  ships  lay 
with  their  sails  idly  flapping  against  the  masts.  A  hurricane  would  at 
that  time  have  been  welcomed — ^anything  to  move  us  on.  There  was  no 
piping  to  breakfast  that  day.  The  boatswain  put  his  whistle  to  his  mouth, 
but  instantly  let  it  fall  again.  The  men,  however,  were  mustered  at 
divisions,  and  then  they  were  set  on  to  do  all  sorts  of  work,  to  keep  their  . 
minds  employed  if  possible,  although  their  jaws  were  to  be  idle.  At 
dinner-time  as  much  of  the  oil  and  tallow  candles  as  could  be  spared  was 
served  out,  but  some  of  the  men  would  not  touch  the  greasy  compound, 
even  though  about  a  thimbleful  of  rum  was  offered  at  the  same  time  to 
wash  it  down. 

"  Stay  a  bit,*'  observed  the  surgeon,  "  in  two  or  three  days  they  will 
take  it  eagerly  enough." 

It  was  not  from  hunger  we  suffered  so  much  as  from  thirst.  That  was 
terrible.  Hour  after  hour  passed  by.  No  relief  appeared.  I  began 
almost  to  wish  that  I  had  laid  my  head  down  alongside  my  poor  friend 
and  old  shipmate,  Delisle,  in  the  desolate  savannah  near  Ou  Trou.  The 
thought  was  wrong — rank  ingratitude  to  the  mercifrd  Providence  which 
had  preserved  me — ^but  it  was  human,  I  fear,^  How  admirably  our 
gallant  fellows  behaved  1  Scarcely  a  murmur  or  a  grumble  was  heard. 
Again  the  sun  went  down.  That  night  was  one  of-gteat  suffering  among 
many  of  the  crew.  Some  tried  to  keep  up  their  own  spirits  and  those  of 
their  messmates  by  singing  and  cutting  jokes  and  telling  stories.  Still  it 
would  not  do.    They  soon  broke  down.    The  surgeons  kept  going  about^ 
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administering  stimidants  to  those  who  appeared  sinking,  hut  their  store  of 
medicine  -viras  soon  exhaused,  and  they  could  do  no  more.  Day  came 
again,  hut  no  relief  was  hrought  us.  I  -with  others  climhed  aloft.  Kot 
a  sail  was  in  sight.  In  vain — in  vain  we  scanned  the  horizon,  the  calm 
continued,  and  the  ships  floated  idly  on  the  smooth,  sullen,  treacherous 
water.  Yet  who  that  could  hy  any  possihility  have  seen  those  two  fine, 
well-appointed  men-of-war  would  have  supposed  that  so  much  suffering, 
alarm,  and  dread  existed  on  hoard  them  1  Death  had  not  yet  visited  us, 
hut  we  could  not  tell  when  he  would  commence  his  work  of  destruction. 
Any  moment  he  might  hegin  to  strike,  and  we  knew  that  he  would  not  cense 
till  he  had  made  an  end  of  alL  The  men  were  piped  to  divisions,  hut 
scarcely  an  attempt  was  made  to  find  employment  for  them.  They  lay 
listlessly  along  the  decks,  some  could  scarcely  walk.  The  voices  of  the 
ofiicers,  as  they  issued  their  orders,  sounded  hollow  and  strange.  I  felt 
sure  that  many  would  not  last  out  another  day.  The  hours  still  drew 
slowly  on,  without  hringing  us  any  relief.  Captain  Packenham  had 
retired  to  his  cabin  to  conceal  the  pain  he  was  suffering.  The  first  lieu- 
tenant and  I  still  kept  the  deck,  hut  I  hegan  to  feel  that  I  must  soon  go 
below,  or  I  should  fall  where  I  stood.  The  greater  part  of  the  crew  were 
completely  prostrate.  Some  few  of  the  stronger  men  continued  every  now 
dnd  then  to  go  aloft  to  take  a  look-out  round  the  horizon,  to  learn  if  any 
sail  were  in  sight.     I  turned  to  my  brother  officer, — 

"  What  think  you,  Staunton,  of  our  prospects?"  said  I. 

"  The  Jamaica  fleet  ought  to  be  here  by  this  time,"  he  answered. 

"  But  if  they  have  been  delayed,  or  have  already  passed  or  steered 
another  course,  what  are  we  to  doT'  I  urged. 

"  Starve  to  death,"  he  answered,  in  a  hollow  voice.  "  A  day — a  few 
hours — will  settle  the  point." 

We  neither  of  us  spoke  again  for  long  after  that.  The  ship's  head  kept 
going  round  and  round  the  compass.  Some  of  the  people  were  too  weak 
even  to  endeavour  to  crawl  into  the  shade.  We  supported  ourselves  as 
long  as  we  could  against  the  bulwarks,  but  at  length  had  to  sit  down  on 
a  gun-carriage,  our  knees  refusing  any  longer  to  hold  us  up.  The  day 
was  drawing  on.  I  felt  with  Staunton  that  another  day  would  settle  the 
question  of  life  or  death  for  most  of  us.  One  by  one  the  men  had 
come  down  from  aloft,  giving  up  all  hope  of  seeing  a  sail  approaching  to 
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OUT  leliefl  Weak  as  ihej  were,  we  cotdd  not  insist  on  any  of  the  poor 
fellows  remaining  np  there,  except  as  volunteeis. 

I  was  thinking  oyer  all  I  had  gone  through  at  different  parts  of  my 
life,  and  how  often  I  had  heen  merdfolly  preserved.  '*  Til  not  give  in 
even  now/'  I  said  to  myself.  ^'  I'll  go  aloffc,  and  have  another  look  oat." 
Suddenly  I  felt  my  strength  returning.  I  got  up,  and^  slinging  my  glass 
over  my  shoulder,  went  up  the  fore  rigging.  It  appeared  to  me  that  I 
was  as  strong  and  active  as  ever.  I  gained  the  foretop  mast-head.  I 
unslung  my  glass  and  looked  out.  There,  right  away  to  the  westward, 
was  a  long,  dark  line  in  the  horizon,  which  could  be  caused  I  knew  alone 
by  a  fresh  breeze,  and  even  as  I  looked  and  hailed  the  welcome  sign  of 
deUverance,  several  dots  appeared  above  it^  the  loftier  sails,  as  I  well  knew, 
of  approaching  ships.  I  rubbed  my  eyes.  Again  I  looked  to  assure 
myself  of  the  reality  of  what  I  fimoied  I  saw,  and  that  I  niight  not  be 
deceived  by  some  phantom  of  the  brain.  No,  I  was  certain  that  I  was 
right;  there  were  the  approaching  sails.  With  a  strong  breeze  they 
came  on  quickly  towards  us. 

'*  Several  sail  in  sight ! "  I  shouted  out,  and  my  voice  was  scarcely 
weaker  than  usuaL  I  waved  my  hand  and  pointed  in  the  direction  I  saw 
them. 

The  effect  was  electrical  Men  who  seemed  before  almost  at  their  last 
gasp  rose  to  their  feet  The  officers  came  hurrying  on  deck.  Captain 
Packenham  himself  appeared.  Many  mounted  the  rigging  and  joined  me 
aloft  to  assure  themselves  that  I  was  not  deceived.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  about  the  matter.  All  saw  the  approachiug  ships.  Eoyals,  top- 
gallant sails,  topsails  appeared  one  after  the  other  above  the  horizon. 
They  might  be  the  ships  of  the  expected  Jamaica  fl^et,  or  they  might  be 
enemies.  By  that  time  the  sea  was  swarming  with  them.  In  that  case 
we  should  have  to  fight  for  what  we  wanted. 

"  No  matter,"  was  the  cry  of  all  on  board,  **  we  are  ready  and  able  as 
ever  to  meet  a  foe." 

The  prospect  of  relief  roused  every  one,  and  though  our  cheeks  were 
thin  and  our  strength  was  fiseble,  our  spirits  rose  and  we  felt  that  we 
could  fight  as  well  as  ever.  Anxiously  we  watched  the  approaching 
strangers.  As  we  rose  their  courses  out  of  the  water  we  felt  pretty  cer- 
tain from  their  appearance  that  some  of  them  were  men-of-war.    At 
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length  we  made  ont  their  colours.  They  were  English.  They  mighty 
however,  have  been  hoisted  to  deceive  ns.  Not  to  he  taken  by  snipriae 
we  went  to  quarters.  We  now  clearly  ascertained  that  the  two  headmost 
ships  were  frigates  and  the  rest  merchantmen.  They  soon  showed  the 
private  signals.  They  were  the  ''  .^lus  **  and  ''  Frudente  "  frigates  with 
the  long-expected  convoy  for  England.  We  hoisted  signals  of  distressi, 
and,  lowering  our  boats,  they  were  alongside  them  by  the  time  they  hove- 
to  near  us. 

The  different  way  in  which  we  were  treated  by  the  officers  of  the  two 
frigates  was  very  remarkable.  Captain  Waldegrave  of  the  "  Frudente  " 
aided  us  in  the  most  kind  and  compassionate  way,  and  he  was  warmly 
seconded  by  two  of  his  lieutenants,  Campbell  and  Ferris,  who  exerted 
themselves  to  the  utmost  to  bring  provisions  on  board  without  an  in- 
stant's delay.  They  sent  us  their  own  dinners  which  had  just  been 
.  dressed,  and  also  all  the  cooked  meat  on  board,  so  that  we  were  able  at 
once  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  hunger.  They  despatched  also  all  the 
delicacies  they  could  think  of  likely  to  be  of  use  to  us  from  their  own 
private  stores.  The  officeis  of  the  other  frigate,  on  the  contrary,  treated 
our  sufferings  with  heartless  indifference,  and  seemed  much  vexed  at 
having  to  give  up  some  of  their  provisions  towards  supplying  our  wants, 
and  at  the  delay  which  we  caused  them. 

The  masters  of  the  merchantmen  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  which 
should  afford  us  most  voluntary  assistance,  and  among  others  we  were 
especially  indebted  to  Captain  Louis  of  the  "  Augustus  Csesar,"  a  large 
London  ship,  who  sent  us  wine^  tea»  sugar,  sheep,  fowls — indeed,  every- 
thing we  could  possibly  require.  Altogether  from  them  and  the  men-of-war 
we  were  supplied  with  provisions  for  three  weeks.  Delightful  indeed  was 
the  change  from  actual  starvation  to  the  abundance  we  now  eigoyed. 
With  right  good-will  did  we  cheer  the  fleet  which  had  so  amply  relieved 
our  distress  as  we  parted  from  them  and  made  sail  once  more  for  Jamaica. 

The  following  day,  the  6th  of  August,  we  saw  the  Island  of  the  Grand 
Caymayne.  Here  we  anchored  for  a  few  hours  and  were  then  ordered  by 
Captain  Farker  to  proceed  direct  for  Jamaica  with  despatches  for  his  &ther. 
One  of  the  ship's  company  was  destined  never  to  reach  it  The  captain 
of  the  maintop,  a  fine  active  fellow,  fell  fiK)m  aloft,  and,  striking  part  of 
the  rigging,  bounded  overboard.    The  ship  was  instantly  hove-to,  a  boat 
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was  lowered  and  pulled  towards  the  spot  wbere  he  felL  Some  thought 
they  saw  his  head  floating  ahove  the  wayes.  In  vain  we  looked  about  for 
him.  Either  stunned  by  his  fall  he  sank  at  once,  or  a  shark,  one  of  those 
ravenous  monsters  of  the  deep,  had  made  him  his  prey.  Poor  John  Fet- 
tlethorp  !  There  were  mourning  hearts  in  your  quiet  home  in  Devon- 
shire when  the  ship  returned  and  your  feite  was  told  those  who  had  long 
expected  to  see  you  once  again. 

On  the  19th  we  reached  Port  Boyal.  We  found  everybody  in  the 
greatest  excitement  making  preparations  to  receive  Count  D'Estaign,  who, 
with  a  powerful  fleet  and  army,  was  hourly  expected  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  island.  iN'one  of  England's  colonies  can  boast  of  more  loyal  and 
devoted  inhabitants  than  does  Jamaica,  as  they  have  given  abundant 
proof  of  on  numberless  occasions. 

"Tes,  gentlemen  of  England,  wbo  stay  at  home  at  eaae* 
Ah !  little  do  yon  think  upon  the  dangen  of  the  seas." 

Little  also,  say  I,  do  you  dream  of  all  the  racketing  and  knocking  about 
your  naval  defenders  have  to  go  through  in  time  of  war  that  you  may 
stay  at  home  at  ease ! 

My  journal  will  give  you  some  idea  of  what  seamen  have  to  endure.  In 
harbour  one  day,  at  sea  for  weeks,  then  to  encounter  storms  and  ship- 
wrecks, battles  and  wounds,  famine  and  sickness,  extremes  of  heat  and 
cold,  pain  and  suffering,  defeat  sometimes  and  imprisonment,  with  the 
many  ills  which  make  the  heart  sick,  and  when  at  length  we  return  into 
port,  instead  of  obtaining  rest  we  have  to  reflt  ship,  take  in  stores  and 
provisions,  and  seldom  enjoy  a  moment  of  leisure  till  we  are  once  more 
ready  for  sea.  I  was  very  far,  even  in  the  days  of  which  I  speak,  of 
complaining  of  this.  I  chose  my  profession.  I  loved  it  I  delighted  in 
action,  and  all  I  wish  to  impress  on  my  readers  is  the  nature  and  duties 
of  a  sailor's  life.  Still,  had  I  again  to  begin  my  existence  in  this  sublunary 
world  and  once  more  to  choose  my  profession,  above  all  others  I  would 
select  that  of  iai  officer  in  the  glorious  navy  of  old  England. 
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CHAPTER  XV  UL 

Expected  attack  from  Count  lyEstdgn.— War  with  Spdn.— ExpodiUon  agidnst  St. 
Fernando  D'()moa.-»yiait  from  King  of  the  Moeqmto  Shoro.— Cannonade  the  town. 
— Set  it  on  fire. — Storm  the  town. — ^Rockets  and  his  two  cotlasees. — Qives  one  to  a 
Spaniard  to  fight  with. — Rich  galleons  captured. — I  have  command  of  the  "  St. 
Domingo."— Nearly  lost. 

That  summer  of  1779  was  a  busy  time  for  the  right  loyal  and  patriotic 
people  of  Jamaica,  and  I  belieye  that  even  had  the  Count  D'Estaign,  with 
his  twenty-six  lineof-battle  ships  and  nine  or  ten  thousand  troops,  made 
his  appearance,  he  would  have  found  it  no  easy  task  to  gain  a  victory. 

After  our  return  horn  our  starvation  cruise  we  remained  but  a  day  in 
harbour,  and  again  sailed  for  Oli  Harbour  with  despatches  for  the 
**  Penelope."  Having  delivered  them  we  were  returning  when  we  fell  in 
with  a  small  schooner.  She  made  a  signal  to  us  to  heave-to,  and  an 
officer  came  on  board  who  brought  us  the  news  that  war  with  Spain  had 
broken  out,  and  directed  us  to  go  in  search  of  the  "  Penelope "  and 
acquaint  her  with  the  fact  We  overtook  her  the  following  day,  and  of 
course  we  all  regretted  that  we  had  not  been  aware  before  of  the  war,  aa 
we  had  allowed  so  many  Spanish  vessels  to  pass  us  which,  had  we 
captured,  would  have  proved  rich  prizes. 

Once  more  we  got  back  to  Port  Koyal,  and  had  to  go  alongside  the 
wharf  to  heave  down  and  repair  the  ship.  Sir  Peter  had  made  every 
preparation  to  receive  the  enemy.  An  advanced  squadron  was  kept 
cruising  off  the  coast,  while  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  was  rendered 
impracticable  by  strong  booms  laid  across  it,  and  by  forts  armed  with 
heavy  guns  on  either  side. 

On  the  11th,  however,  notice  was  brought  us  that  Count  D'Estaign 
had  sailed  for  America,  where,  having  been  severely  handled  at  the  siege 
of  Savannah,  he  returned  to  Europe  with  the  greater  part  of  his  force, 
sending  some,  however,  back  to  the  West  Indies.  They  had,  however,  already 
done  us  some  mischief  by  the  capture  of  the  Islands  of  St.  Vincent  and 
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Grenada,  with  other  places  of  less  importance,  while  they  had  also  made 
not  a  few  prizes  on  their  voyage. 

Sir  Peter  Parker  was  now  designing  an  attack  on  the  fort  of  St.  Fer- 
nando D'Omoa.  He  had  been  informed  that  the  Spaniards  had  threat- 
ened to  attack  the  bay-men  on  the  Mosquito  shore  and  Bay  of  Honduras, 
and  that  they  had  already  landed  at  St  George's  Quay,  which  place  they 
had  plundered,  and  treated  the  inhabitants  with  the  greatest  cruelty.  To 
protect  this  settlement  firom  further  insults,  the  instant  she  was  ready  for 
sea,  the  "  Porcupine  "  was  directed  to  take  on  board  Captain-Commandant 
Dalrymple  and  a  small  party  of  the  Loyal  Irish,  and  to  proceed  to  the 
Black  Eiver  on  the  Mosquito  shore.  We  sailed  on  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber, but,  having  carried  away  our  mainmast,  we  had  to  return  to  replace 
it,  so  that  it  was  not  till  the  20th  that  we  could  make  a  fair  start  We 
reached  our  destination  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  the  27th.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  situations  in  which  a  ship  can  bring  up,  as  the 
bay  is  completely  open  to  the  north,  the  quarter  from  which  the  winds 
are  most  prevalent  The  only  safe  proceeding,  as  the  anchorage  is  none  of 
the  best,  is  at  once  to  run  to  sea.  A  bar,  on  which  a  tremendous  surf 
breaks,  stretches  across  the  mouth  of  the  river,  so  that,  except  in  calm 
weather  and  a  slack  tide,  the  landing  is  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  Of 
this  wehad  a  sad  proof  soon  after  we  arrived  there.  Everything  being 
made  snug,  to  obtain  fresh  provisions  was  our  first  consideration.  For 
this  purpose  a  boat  was  despatched  under  the  command  of  Mr.  York,  a 
master^s  mate,  with  directions  to  enter  the  river  and  to  procure  £resh  beef 
and  other  eatables.     All  sorts  of  commissions  were  likewise  given  him. 

"  Give  my  compliments  to  King  Hodge-podge,  and  teU  him  that  TH 
knock  up  his  quarters  before  long,"  sang  out  one  of  his  messmates. 

"  Take  care  of  those  rollers  there,  Mr.  York,"  I  observed.  "  They  are 
apt  to  play  people  a  scurvy  trick  every  now  and  then." 

"Ay,  ay,  sir,"  he  answered;  and  then  in  a  lower  tone  he  added, 
"  IVe  crossed  such  bars  as  that  fifty  times,  and  I  should  think  I  knew  by 
this  time  how  to  handle  a  boat  on  one  of  them." 

I  pretended  not  to  hear  the  remark,  and  the  boat  pushed  off  from  the 
ship's  side.  Away  she  pulled  towards  the  bar.  I  could  not  help  follow- 
ing her  with  my  glass.  The  bay  was  calm,  but  the  current  was  running 
out  strong,  and  a  slow,  smooth,  rolling  swell  came  in  from  the  offing. 
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The  boat  glided  swiftly  on  towards  the  month  of  the  river.  Just  before 
she  reached  the  bar  I  had  observed  two  or  three  rollers  break  with  great 
fury  on  it  I  called  the  attention  of  Captain  Packenham  and  some  of 
my  brother  officers  to  what  I  had  remarked.  I  fancied  that  I  could  see 
York  looking  back  in  triumph,  as  much  as  to  say,  ''You  see  I  don't  fear 
the  bar  you  speak  of."  Then  on  glided  the  boat  A  huge  roller  rose 
between  us  and  her  so  suddenly,  it  seemed  to  come  fh>m  the  very  depths 
of  the  sea.  On  it  went ;  others  followed ;  but  where  was  the  boat  f  A 
cry  of  horror  escaped  fiom  all  those  looking  on.  With  my  glass  I  made 
out  through  the  mass  of  foam  a  black  ol^ject  and  several  smaller  ones  float- 
ing near,  but  they  rapidly  disappeared.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
boat  was  swamped.  The  instant  this  was  ascertained  the  captain  ordered 
all  the  boats  to  be  lowered  that  they  might  go  in  and  endeavour  to  pick 
up  any  of  the, crew  who  might  be  carried  out  to  sea.  I  went  in  one  of 
them.  Our  orders  were  especially  not  to  venture  on  the  bar.  We  were 
not  long  in  reaching  the  place.  We  looked  eagerly  about  for  any  traces 
of  our  lost  shipmates.  Even  the  boat  had  been  rolled  over  and  over  till 
not  a  plank  remained  holding  together.  An  oar  came  floating  out  towards 
us,  and  as  I  watched  it  I  saw  one  end  rise  up  suddenly  as  if  the  other 
had  been  pulled  at  violently.  We  pulled  up  to  it,  and  as  we  got  near  I 
saw  a  dark  triangular  fin  gliding  away  through  the  blue  bright  water.  I 
now  saw  clearly  what  had  been  the  fate  of  any  of  the  crow  who  might 
have  hoped  to  save  themselves  by  swimming.  We  returned  with  sad 
hearts  on  board,  but  sailors  cannot  mourn  long  even  for  their  best 
friends.  The  fate  of  those  who  have  been  taken  may  be  tbeiis  to* 
morrow. 

A  few  days  after  this  Captain  Packenham  invited  me  to  accompany 
him  on  shore  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Intendant  of  Black  Eiver.  We  took 
care,  warned  by  the  accident  which  I  have  described,  to  have  a  black 
pilot,  and  under  his  guidance  we  safely  crossed  the  dangerous  bar.  Once 
in  and  able  to  draw  our  breaths  freely,  we  were  delighted  with  the  beauty 
of  the  scenery  which  on  every  side  met  our  eyes — ^woods  and  green  fields, 
and  hills  and  valleys,  diversified  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  branched  off 
in  different  directions,  and  added  much  to  the  pictuxesqueneas  of  the  land- 
scape. From  the  accounts  we  received  of  the  barbarities  committed  by 
the  Spaniards,  we  longed  to  meet  them,  to  chastise  them  as  they  deserved. 
They  had  just  before  this  made  an  attack  on  the  settlement,^  where  they 
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had  destroyed  a  laigo  amoimt  of  pToperty^  and  carried  off  a  nnmber  of 
prisoners,  both  men  and  women,  to  Meiida,  the  capital  of  Yucatan. 
Thence  they  were  afterwards  shipped  to  Havannah,  where,  if  they  were  not 
better  treated  than  we  were  at  St  Domingo,  their  fate  was  haid  indeed. 
On  the  5th  of  October  we  were  highly  honoured  by  a -visit  firom  his  Indian 
Majesty  of  the  Mosquito  shore — King  Hoco-poeo  we  used  to  call  him — 
I  forget  his  name.  He  came  accompanied  by  a  long  retinue  of  princes, 
generals,  and  chiefs  of  all  sorts,  rejoiciiig  in  very  curious  names,  very  dark 
skins,  and  a  yery  scanty  amount  of  clothing.  We  received  his  Migesty 
with  all  the  honours  we  irere  able  to  pay  him,  by  manning  yards  and 
firing  a  salute  of  tVBnty-one  guns.  We  had  also  a  feast  spread  for  his 
entertaiumflBdb,  with  an  abundance  of  liquor,  which  he  seemed  to  consider 
mu£ji  more  to  the  purpose.  He  and  his  chiefs  indulged  very  freely  in  the 
potent  beverages  placed  before  them,  and  at  length  they  returned  on 
shore,  highly  delighted  with  the  entertainment,  vowing  eternal  friendship 
to  England,  and  excessively  drunk.  The  accounts  of  the  atrocities  com- 
mitted by  the  Spaniards,  which  we  had  just  received,  induced  Captains 
Packenham  and  Dalrymple  to  come  to  the  resolution  of  making  an  attack 
on  one  of  their  settlements.  We  accordingly  beat  up  for  volunte^s,  and 
in  a  very  short  time  collected  a  hundred  Indians  and  Black  Biver  volun- 
teers, under  the  command  of  an  Indian  general  named  Tempest  Having 
embarked  our  army,  we  sailed  on  the  6th  of  October  firom  the  Mosquito 
shore  with  light  westerly  wiuds.  On  the  next  day  itiree  strange  sail 
were  seen  firom  the  mast-head  to  the  northward.  They  very  soon  also 
discovered  us,  and  made  all  sail  in  chase. 

'<  Are  they  friends  or  foes  V*  was  the  question  we  asked  each  other. 

Captain  Packenham  was  not  a  man  to  run  away  from  either  one  or 
the  other,  so  we  backed  our  main-topsail,  and  lay-to  for  them.  We 
watched  them  with  no  little  anxiety  till  they  drew  near.  I  forgot  to  say 
that  my  old  friend  O'DiiscoIl  had  joined  the  ship  as  a  supernumerary, 
and  that  I  had  once  more  with  me  my  futhfiil  companions  in  many  an 
adventure,  Kol  Grampus  and  Tom  Bockets.  Kol  did  not  look  a  day 
older  than  when  I  first  came  to  sea.  Bockets  was  now  grown  into  as 
stout,  active  and  strong  a  seaman  as  any  in  his  Majesty's  service.  I 
could  not  so  often  have  a  yam  with  my  old  followers  as  I  used  to  when  I 
was  a  midshipman,  but  I  frequently  exchanged  words  with  them,  and  never 
fJBtiled  to  take  them  on  any  expedition  on  which  I  was  sent       , 
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"  I  hopes  as  how  them  strangers  are  friends,  old  ship/'  I  heard  Tom 
remark  to  Grampus.  "  Three  to  one  is  long  odds  if  they  ain%  and  I 
suppose  our  captain  intends  to  fight^  as  he  don't  seem  inclined  to  nuu 
I  only  hopes  as  how  he  will  fight,  and  sink  rather  than  give  in.  Ftc  no 
fancy  to  he  made  prisoner,  and  to  he  kept  on  short  commons  among 
hlackamoors,  as  we  was  at  Ou  Trou." 

**  Ko  fear,  my  ho,"  answered  Grampus.  **  Our  skipper  has  got  some 
dodge  or  other  in  his  hrain-hox,  and  depend  on  it  he'll  make  the 
'  Porcupine'  stick  up  her  quills  all  in  good  time.    You'll  see." 

I  could  not  help  telling  the  captain  the  opinion  the  crew  formed  of  him, 
which  was  a  very  just  one.  Neither  he  nor  I  had  much  douht  that  the 
ships  in  sight  were  British.  We  hoisted  British  colours,  so  did  they ;  and 
in  a  short  time  we  were  all  paying  compliments  to  each  other,  they  heing 
his  Mcgesty's  ships  ''  Charon,"  ''  Lowestoffe,"  and  "  Pomona,"  under  the 
command  of  the  Hon.  Captain  Luttrell.  He  confirmed  the  account  we 
had  received  of  the  attack  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  British  territories, 
and  informed  us  also  that  he  had  he^i  in  quest  of  two  Spanish  galleons 
which  had  taken  shelter  under  the  strongly-fortified  town  of  San  Fernando 
D'Omoa.  He  had  wished  to  attack  the  place,  hut,  it  heing  remarkahly 
strong,  he  had  considered  that,  with  the  force  under  his  command,  he  could 
scarcely  hope  for  success.  Now,  however,  with  the  reinforcements  we 
hrought  him,  he  considered  that  he  would  have  a  fair  chance  of  taking  it 

Having  called  a  council-of-war,  all  the  captains  agreed  that  the  exploit 
might  he  accomplished.  Accordingly,  we  made  sail  for  the  westward. 
There  was  a  general  satisfaction  throughout  the  fleet  when  it  was  known 
that  an  attack  on  the  fortress  was  to  take  place.  As  with  light  and  vaiiahle 
winds  we  moved  slowly  on  to  the  westward,  the  ships'  companies  were  em- 
ployed in  making  scaling-ladders,  fiiscines,  and  all  the  other  requisites  for 
a  siege.     Our  whole  force  consisted  of  the  following  ships  and  vessels : — 


Gans, 

Men. 

Charon   ...    44    - 

- 

.     300 

LowestoflFe  -    -     32    - 

- 

-     220 

Pomona  -    -    -     28    - 

- 

-     200 

Porcupine    -    -     16     - 

- 

-     100 

Racehorse    -    -      8    - 

- 

-       50 

Peggy     ...      6     - 

.      15 
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with  100  Indians  and  Voltmteei^,  and  12  Loyal  LibIi — no  very  mighty 
armament  for  the  attack  of  so  strong  a  place.  But  British  sailors  hold  to 
the  helief  that  what  men  dare  they  can  do;  so  we  went  on,  never  doubting 
of  success.  We  anchored  to  wood  and  water  at  the  Bay  of  Truzillo,  and 
then  sailed  on,  touching  at  various  other  places  till,  on  the  evening  of  the 
16th,  we  anchored  in  Porto  Carvalho  Bay,  not  far  fix)m  the  place  we  had 
come  to  attack.  Night  had  set  in  before  we  approached  the  land,  so 
that  there  was  little  fear  that  the  enemy  would  obtain  notice  of  our 
approach.  All  of  us  were  in  high  spirits  at  the  thoughts  of  fighting  the 
Spaniards,  and  O'DriscoU  and  I  agreed  that  it  was  far  better  than  having 
to  make  war  on  the  Americans,  whom,  rebels  as  they  might  be  called,  we 
could  not  help  looking  on  as  oux  brothers  and  cousins. 

All  arrangements  had  in  the  most  judicious  way  been  previously  made, 
so  that  we  were  ready,  directly  the  anchors  were  dropped,  about  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  to  commence  landing  our  forces.  Everything  was  done 
with  the  most  perfect  order  and  in  complete  silence.  The  boats  from  all 
the  ships  were  lowered,  and  about  three  hundred  seamen  and  marines, 
with  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  Indians,  volunteers  and  regulars,  were 
embarked  in  them.  The  oars  were  let  fall  in  the  water,  and  together  they 
pulled  in  for  the  shore.  I  watched  the  boats  as  long  as  they  could  be 
seen  through  the  darkness,  like  some  sea-monsters  gliding  noiselessly 
towards  their  prey.  0*Driscoll  accompanied  the  shore  expedition.  On 
landing,  the  Indians,  who  were  sent  forward,  attacked  the  enemy's  look- 
out houses,  and,  having  killed  a  Spaniard  and  taken  two  more  prisoners, 
returned  in  triumph.  At  midnight  the  army  began  their  march  to  the 
westward,  and  the  ships  at  the  same  time  weighed  and  stood  along  shore. 
On  Sunday  morning,  the  17th,  the  ships  lay  becalmed  about  a  league  ofi 
shore,  when  the  troops  halted  to  report  themselves.  Ko  time,  however, 
was  lost.  They  had  hoped  to  have  arrived  before  the  place  just  at  day- 
break, when  they  would  certainly  have  surprised  it,  and  even  now  it  was 
hoped  that  the  enemy  would  not  have  heard  of  their  approach.  On  the 
summit  of  a  high  hill,  overlooking  the  fortress,  stands  the  governor's 
house — a  very  important  post.  Towards  it  they  hurried,  and  before  ten 
o'clock  reached  its  base.  Up  the  hill  like  a  swaxm  of  ants  they  rushed, 
and  in  spite  of  all  opposition  quickly  carried  it  The  garrison  were  now, 
of  course,  on  the  alert  to  receive  us.    It  was  not,  however,  till  three  in  the 
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afternoon  that  the  wind  allowed  us  to  stand  into  the  harbonr,  when  we 
made  the  signal  to  the  forces  on  shore  that  we  were  ready  to  co-operate 
with  them.  As  we  took  up  our  stations,  directly  opposite  the  town,  we 
commenced  a  heavy  cannonade,  which  was  warmly  returned  by  the 
enemy  £K)m  a  battery  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  heavy  guns.  In  a 
short  time  the  effect  of  our  fire  was  very  visible.  Flames  burst  forth 
from  different  parts  of  the  town,  which  was  soon  burning  furiously  in 
every  quarter,  and  it  seemed  to  us  very  evident  that  it  would  soon  be 
entirely  burnt  to  the  ground.  As  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  were  afitaid 
of  leaving  the  town,  for  fear  of  fEdling  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians^, 
from  whom  they  could  expect  no  quarter,  many  of  them,  we  had  too 
much  reason  to  believe,  were  burnt  to  death. 

During  the  heat  of  the  engagement  the  "  Lowestoffe,"  in  her  eagerness 
to  get  close  up  to  the  fort,  ran  on  shore,  and  was  considerably  galled 
while  she  remained  there  by  the  enemy's  fire.  The  rest  of  the  squadron 
lending  her  assistance,  she  soon  got  off.  All  the  ships  were,  however,  mmii 
cut  up  both  in  spars  and  rigging,  while  a  considerable  number  of  nenhad 
been  killed  and  wounded.  The  commander^  in  amsequence,  finding  that 
we  had  produced  no  impression  on  the  enemy's  works,  threw  out  a  signal 
for  the  ^pe  toiurol  off  for  the  night.  As  we  sailed  out  of  the  harbour, 
the  Spaniards,  fimcying  that  we  were  about  to  abandon  the  enterprise, 
made  a  sortie,  and  furiously  attacked  the  forces  on  shore.  They  were, 
however,  repulsed  with  much  loss,  and  again  took  shelter  within  their 
works.  At  night  a  lieutenant  was  sent  in  command  of  a  hundred  men, 
to  try  and  open  a  communication  with  the  forces  on  shore,  but  the  enemy 
were  too  much  on  the  alert  to  render  the  attempt  practicable. 

We  were  under  no  little  apprehension  all  the  time  as  to  the  fiite  of 
the  forces  on  shore,  for  we  could  see  that  a  furious  attack  was  being 
made  by  the  Spaniards  on  Governor's  Hill,  and  its  result  it  was  impos- 
sible to  ascertain.  At  daylight  we  once  more  stood  in,  when  we  had 
the  satisfaction  to  discover  that  our  forces  still  held  Governor's  Hill,  and 
had  thrown  up  works  on  it  from  which  they  were  bombarding  the  tovra. 
As  the  wind  would  not  allow  us  to  get  in  close  to  the  forts,  we  hove-to 
main-topsails  to  the  masts,  and  employed  ourselves  in  firing  random  shots 
at  the  enemy's  works  while  the  "  Lowestoffe  "  repaired  damages.  At  five 
in  the  aftemooD,  seeing  a  British  Union  Jack  flying  close  to  the  wooda 
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at  the  water's  edge,  the  ''PoToapine  "  waa  direoted  to  run  in  and  land  her 
guns.  This  was  done  tmder  a  heavy  fire  fix)m  the  fort.  I  was  among 
those  sent  on  shoie,  and  I  was  ozdered  to  take  fifty  men  under  wbty^  cotai- 
mand,  and  with  four  guns  to  lead  them  up  through  the  towmof  Omo» 
to  the  top  of  an  exceedingly  high  hiU  on  the  other  side  iS^ik  The 
enterprise  was  of  no  slight  danger  and  difficulty,  but  it  pleas^id  me  the 
more.  I  had  Grampus  and  Rockets  with  me.  Placing  our  guns  on  light* 
carriages  between  us,  awiay  we  rattled  as  {aat  as  our  legs  could  move.^  The 
faster  our  speed,  the  greater  would  be  our  safety.  Where  we  were  going 
the  enemy  could  not  guess;  they  never  thought  i^t  we  were  about  tc 
scale  the  rocky  height  before  us ;  they  did  not  kn^w  what  tridiB>  blue 
jackets  could  play  on  shor^.  They  kept  peppering  away  at  us  as  we  pro* 
ceeded,  and  now  and  then  one  of  my  men  was  hit;  one  poor  fellow 
was  killed,  three  were  woundedi  A  fine  fellow,  Jackson,  who  was  ne«r 
me  as  we  dashed  through  the  town,  caught  sight  of  a  dog  runnmg  through 
the  streets,  evidently  having  lost  his  master. 

"I'll  have  that  'ere  animal,"  he  exclaimed,  springing  on  towards 
him. 

The  dog  tckmed  tail  and  ran  off,  but  Jack  was  too  nimble  for  him,  and 
catching  him  up  under  his  arm,  and  holding  hSs  head  so  "^lat  lMr4X>ttld 
not  bite,  h6  was  bringing  the  animal  in  tritmiph  when  a  shot  struek  Mm 
on  the  arm.    He  sta^ered  on  notwithstanding.  .  .^.    >  ' 

«  Jackson,  my  man,  Fm  a&ald  you  are  badly  hurt^"  I  exdaimed,  as'l 
saw  the  blood  streaming  down  his  side. 

''  Kever  fear,  sir,*'  he  answered,-  " I've  got  the  dog ;  I  wanted'  him-for 
you.    Take  him,  sir." 

I  had  a  piece  of  rope  in  my  pocket,  whkh  I  &stened  round  thong's 
neck  and  led  him  on.  Jackson  was  a  severe  sufferer,  for  he  lost  his 
arm  in  consequence  of  his  wound,  .Gh  "^e  hurried,  and,  Gliniibing  the 
height,  drc^ed  up  our  guns  after  us.  'i^fore  the  enemy  guessed  what  we 
were  about^  we  had  them  on  the  top  of'the  bill  ready  to  open  on  the  fort 
With  the  same'  rapidity  we  threw  up  the  necessary  earthworks  and  soon 
began  fixing  away  with  a  right  good  wOl  down  into  the  fortress.  -  The 
Spaniards  ehowed  us  that  two  could  play  at  the  same  game.  All  night 
long  we  blazed'  away,  doing  no  littile  mischief  to  the  enemy.  They, 
however,  in  return,  ^smounted  one  of  our  guns.    On  the  morning  of  the 
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19th  three  freak  batteries  were  opened  from  our  works  on  Goyemor's 
Hilly  and  our  hopes  increased  of  speedily  taking  the  place. 

I  enjoyed  &om  my  elevated  position  a  fall  view  of  the  whole  suz^ 
rounding  sea  and  country.  Below  me  was  the  town,  still  burning  in  places 
and  smouldering  in  others.  On  one  side  was  Grovemor's  Hill,  with  the 
batteries  blazing  away  at  the  devoted  fort  which  lay  below  the  town, 
and  was  replying  from  all  sides  to  the  fire  directed  towards  it  from  the 
land  and  sea.  Kow  the  ships,  with  the  exception  of  the  ''  Porcupine," 
stood  in  to  attack  the  fort  in  more  serious  earnest  Boats  came  passing 
and  repassing  to  her,  and,  as  I  found  was  the  case,  as  all  our  guns  were 
on  shore,  Captain  Packenham  with  the  greater  part  of  the  ship's  company 
went  on  board  the  other  ships  to  assist  in  fighting  them.  The  ships 
stood  in  very  close  to  the  walls  of  the  fort  before  they  dropped  their 
anchors,  and  then  commenced  a  heavy  cannonade,  the  effects  of  which 
soon  became  apparent  by  the  crumbling  away  of  the  works  on  every  side. 
Kight,  however,  put  a  stop  to  the  work  of  destruction.  Darkness  had  just 
closed  in  when  I  received  orders  to  leave  my  exalted  post  and  to  join  the 
party  destined  to  storm  the  works  at  daybreak  on  the  following  morning. 
This  was  just  according  to  my  taste.  I  had  never  a  £mcy  to  know  that 
work  was  being  done  and  not  to  be  engaged  in  it 

It  was  nearly  midnight  before  I  joined  O'DriscoUand  my  other  friends. 
I  found  them  sitting  round  their  watch-fires,  not  so  much  on  account  of 
the  cold  as  to  keep  off  the  mosquitoes,  and  enjoying  a  good  supper,  which 
they  ate  as  they  cooked.  We  had  no  cloaks,  so  we  sat  up  all  night  dis- 
cussing the  probabilities  of  our  success  on  the  morrow.  We  talked  and 
laughed  and  joked  as  if  there  was  nothing  particularly  serious  to  be  done. 
Adams,  one  of  our  midshipmen,  was  the  merriest  of  the  merry.  He  above 
all  of  us  was  making  light  of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to  be  encoun- 
tered. Towards  morning  our  voices  grew  lower  and  lower,  and  at  length 
no  one  spoke.  I  sat  also  silent,  looking  up  at  the  dark  sky  studded  with 
a  thousand  stars,  wondering  to  which  of  them  I  should  wing  my  flight 
should  I  lose  my  life  in  the  coming  struggle.  I  dozed  off  for  a  few  mo- 
ments it  seemed  to  me,  and  then  Hie  drum  beat  to  arms  and  I  sprang  to 
my  feet  At  the.  same  moment  the  ships  re-commenced  their  cannonade. 
Every  arrangement  had  already  been  made,  so  that  each  man  of  the  expe- 
dition knew  his  station.    Not  an  instant,  therefore^  was  lost   We  hurried 
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to  our  ranks.  I  had  a  hundied  men  under  me.  Of  course  Grampus  and 
Eockets  were  among  them.  Grampus  had  aimed  himself  with  a  musket 
and  cutlass,  but  Bockets  had  managed  to  get  hold  of  two  cutlasses.  I 
asked  V^iTn  why  he  had  thus  encumbered  himself. 

"  Why,  sir,  you  see  as  how  one  on  'em  may  be  broken,  and  then  I 
shall  haye  t'other  for  fighting  with,"  he  answered  with  his  usual 
simplicity. 

Down  the  hOl  we  rushed,  the  marines  and  Loyal  Irish  on  either  flank. 
Kothing  stopped  us.  It  seemed  scarcely  a  minute  from  the  time  we 
were  on  our  feet  till  we  were  close  under  the  walls.  The  fascines  were 
thrown  into  the  ditches,  and  the  ladders  being  planted  against  the  walls, 
up  we  climbed,  as  O'DriscoU  observed^  like  ants  attacking  a  sugar  cask. 
We  had  already  mounted  the  walls  and  were  leaping  down  into  the  town 
before  the  enemy  knew  what  we  were  about.  As  soon  as  they  were 
aroused  they  made  a  stout  resistance  and  poured  a  heavy  fire  on  us. 
Several  men  near  me  were  killed  or  wounded.  Poor  young  Adams  was 
cheering  on  his  party  placed  under  his  orders.  A  bullet  struck  him. 
His  sword  was  uplifted,  his  cheerful  voice  was  still  sounding  on  my  ear 
when  I  saw  him  fall  over,  and  before  he  reached  the  ground  he  was  dead. 
Our  men  poured  over  the  walls,  and  on  we  rushed  among  the  buildings 
in  the  fortress.  We  encountered  a  body  of  Spaniards  led  on  by  an 
officer  who  apparently  had  only  that  instant  been  roused  out  of  bed,  for 
he  had  neither  his  coat  buttoned,  a  hat  on  his  head,  nor  a  sword  in  his 
hand.  Another  party  of  men  on  my  left  engaged  my  attention,  and  I 
was  about  to  attack  them  when  I  saw  Tom  Bockets  rushing  towards  the 
unarmed  officer.  I  thought  Tom  was  going  to  cut  down  Ihe  Spaniard, 
so  I  dare  say  did  the  latter,  but  instead  of  that  I  heard  him  sing  out, 
**  Senor  Don  Officer,  you  no  habby  cutlash-o,  IVegot  two-o  I  Take  one  of 
mine,  old  boy ;  let's  have  fair  play  and  no  favour.  Stand  aside,  mates,  and 
we'll  have  it  out  like  men  1 " 

On  this,  to  the  very  great  astonishment  of  his  enemy,  he  presented  him 
with  one  of  his  cutlasses,  and  made  a  sign  that  he  was  ready  to  begin  the 
fight.  The  Spaniard,  however,  had  no  notion  of  fighting  with  so  generous 
and  brave  a  fellow.  Probably,  also,  he  found  the  Englishman's  cutlass 
rather  an  awkward  weapon  to  use,  so  he  made  signs  to  him  to  take  it 
back,  and  that  he  would  yield  himself  up  as  a  prisoner  of  wcgr.    Tom 
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thereupon  took  back  the  cutlass,  and,  shaking  the  Spaniard  by  the  hand, 
assoied  him  that  he  should  be  ready  to  have  the  matter  out,  if  it  so  pleased 
him,  as  soon  as  the  public  fighting  was  disposed  o£  So  sudden  had  been 
our  attack,  and  so  unexpected  by  the  Spaniards^  that  we  had  even  fewer 
men  killed  and  wounded  than  on  the  previous  days.  The  Spanish  officer 
and  his  men  haying  yielded,  I  left  them  under  charge  of  Tom  and  some 
of  my  people,  while  I  pushed  on,  accompanied  by  Grampus,  towards  the 
summit  of  the  fortress,  on  which  stood  a  flag-staff  with  the  Spanish  flag 
flying.  The  Spaniards  rallied  bravely  round  it,  but,  chaining  them 
cutlass  in  hand,  with  loud  huzzas  we  put  them  to  flight,  and  yeiy  soon 
Nol  Grampus  had  hauled  down  their  flag  and  hoisted  our  own  glorious 
ensign  in  its  stead.  It  was  a  signal  to  the  ships  to  cease  their  fire,  which 
was  beconung  somewhat  annoying  to  us  as  well  as  to  our  foes.  In  a 
few  minutes  all  the  defenders  of  the  fortress  were  scattered  far  and  wide, 
or  had  thrown  down  their  anns  and  sued  for  mercy.  Thus  the  important 
fortress  was  won.  The  fij»t  thing  I  did  was  to  look  out  for  Tom  Eockets, 
whom  I  found  guarding  the  Spanish  officer,  and  endeavouring  to  assure 
him  of  his  friendship  and  protection.  Some  of  the  prisoners  were  carried 
on  board  the  ships,  others  were  shut  up  under  a  guard  in  the  fortress, 
and  others  were  allowed  to  take  their  departure.  Besides  two  richly- 
laden  galleons  and  a  dhow  with  dry  goods  in  the  harbour,  we  found  in 
the  fort  twenty  thousand  dollars,  a  vast  quantity  of  quicksilver,  three  or 
four  hundred  slaves  who  had  been  lately  landed,  and  were  to  have  been 
sent  into  the  interior,  and  sixty  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  silk,  cables, 
anchors,  and  other  naval  stores, — the  whole  not  being  of  less  value  than  a 
million  sterling. 

On  my  return  on  board  I  acquainted  Captain  Packenham  with  Tom 
Sockets'  gallantry.  He  was  much  amused,  and  at  once  sent  for  the 
brave  fellow  to  come  to  him  on  the  quarterdeck.  Tom  approached,  hat 
in  hand,  looking  somewhat  sheepish,  as  if  he  was  afraid  of  getting  scolded 
for  having  done  something  wrong.  When,  however,  the  captain  praised 
him  for  his  conduct,  he  gave  a  hitch  to  his  trowsers  and  a  twist  to  his  hat, 
exclaiming, — 

"  It's  all  right  then,  sir!  I  thought  as  how  perhaps  I  ought  to  have 
knocked  the  Spanish  gentleman  over;  but  you  see,  sir,  I  didn't  like  to 
take  the  life  of  a  man  who  hadn't  even  a  cuUash  to  fight  with." 
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Captain  Packenham  assuied  him  that  he  had  done  perfectly  right,  and 
that  he  would  look  after  hiis  interests.  He  spoke  to  the  commodore  about 
him  that  very  afternoon^  and  it  was  agreed  to  give  him  a  boatswain's 
warrant ;  but  Tom  at  once  declined  the  offer,  saying  that  he  had  only 
done  his  duty,  and  did  not  want  any  reward. 

After  Captain  Packenham's  return  from  the  commodore's  ship,  he  told 
me  that  he  was  going  home  at  once  with  despatches,  and  that  I  was  to 
be  removed  fix)m  the  "Porcupine"  into  the  "Charon"  in  order  that  I 
might  with  some  of  her  crew  take  charge  of  the  "  St.  Domingo,"  one  of 
the  galleons  we  had  just  captured.  I  had  placed  under  me  a  mate, 
three  midshipmen,  and  thirty-six  of  the  best  seamen  of  the  "  Charon," 
including  my  two  foUoweis,  for  whom  I  got  leave  to  accompany  me.  I 
had  now  a  new  follower,  the  dog  1  had  captured  in  the  burning  town.  I 
gave  him  the  name  of  Omoa,  to  which  he  soon  answered  and  became 
greatly  attached  to  me.  I  at  once  set  to  work  to  get  the  prize  ready  for 
sea;  but  she  had  much  to  be  done  to  her,  and  it  was  not  till  the  dth  of 
November  that,  having  scaled  guns  and  bent  sails  a  few  days  before,  I 
warped  out  of  the  harbour,  and  made  sail  in  company  with  the  other 
ships  of  the  squadron,  leaving  the  "  Porcupine"  and  the  captured  dhow 
for  the  defence  of  the  fort 

I  must  remark  that  a  short  time  afterwards,  the  place  being  attacked 
by  a  thousand  regular  troops,  the  men  we  had  left  there  in  garrison  were 
compelled  to  make  their  escape  on  board  those  two  vessels.  And  now 
commenced  one  of  the  most  unpleasant  and  anxious  voyages  I  ever 
made  in  my  life.  I  did  not  think  it  was  to  be  so  at  the  time,  though. 
On  the  contrary,  I  was  highly  delighted  at  obtaining  the  command, 
when  I  got  on  board,  and  discovered  that  the  galleon  was  the  richest- 
laden  vessel  we  had  captured,  and  that  several  thousand  pounds  would 
come  to  my  share  alone  if  I  succeeded  in  carrying  her  safely  into  port. 
Not,  I  must  say,  that  I  thought  about  the  money  for  itself  I  never 
was  mercenary.  I  should  have  been  considered  wiser  had  I  been  so, 
but  my  thoughts  instantly  flew  to  Madeline  Carlyon.  I  pictured  to 
myself  peace  restored  between  the  revolted  provinces  of  America  and 
England,  and  I,  with  wealth  at  my  disposal,  able  to  go  over  and  claim 
with  a  good  grace  the  hand  of  the  only  girl  for  whom  I  had  ever  felt 
that  deep  affection  which  would  induce  me  to  mairy.    She  was  always 
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in  my  thouglitB,  and  now  that  I  felt  that,  with  the  leqoired  wealth  within 
my  grasp,  there  was  a  possibility  of  our  being  nnited,  I  began  in  my 
imagination  to  realize  the  happiness  I  anticipated.  Whatever  dangers  or 
difficulties  I  was  in,  I  always  thought  of  her.  She,  though  far  away, 
spurred  me  on  to  exertion.  She — ^in  the  tempest^  on  the  lee  shoiQB  in 
unknown  seas,  in  darkness  and  surrounded  with  rocks  and  shoals— was 
ever  present,  and  I  believe  that,  had  it  not  been  for  her,  I  should  more 
than  once  in  despair  have  given  up  the  struggle  with  the  adverse  circum- 
stances which  well-nigh  overwhelmed  me. 

It  was  soon  seen  that  the  bulky  old  galleon  would  not  keep  way  with 
the  men-of-war,  so  the  "  Lowestofie "  took  us  in  tow,  not  much  to  the 
satis&ction  of  those  on  board.  Thick  squally  weather  with  rain  came 
on,  and  away  we  went  plunging  after  her.  For  two  days  tins  continued, 
and  during  the  time  I  could  scarcely  ever  leave  the  deck.  At  last  I  went 
below  on  the  night  of  the  10th,  but  hardly  had  I  turned  in  and  got 
my  eyes  well  closed  when  I  was  aroused  up  again  by  a  terrific  uproar, 
and,  rushing  on  deck  and  hurrying  for'aid,  I  found  that  the  '*  Lowea- 
toffe"  was  taken  aback  and  was  making  a  stem-board  right  down  upon 
us.  Fortunately  an  axe  was  at  hand.  With  a  couple  of  strokes  I  cut 
the  hawser,  and,  putting  up  the  helm,  we  were  just  able  to  run  to  leeward 
out  of  her  way.  Soon  after  iMa  the  commodore  made  the  signal  to 
tack,  and  the  wind  then  shifting  and  a  heavy  gale  coming  on,  I  lost  sight 
of  the  squadron.  Directly  after  this  I  made  out  the  land  on  the  lee  bow 
bearing  E.S.E.  three  or  four  miles  off.  Whether  I  could  weather  it  was 
the  question ;  but  I  made  all  the  sail  I  could  venture  to  cany.  I  stood  as 
close-hauled  as  I  could,  watching  with  no  little  anxiety  the  unwelcome 
coast.  The  vessel  looked  up  to  the  gale  in  gallant  style,  and  at  length 
I  was  able  to  bring-to  under  my  foresaiL 

Thus  I  remained  all  night.  At  six  in  the  morning  made  sail  under 
the  courses  to  the  N.£.,  and  at  eight  wore  and  saw  the  land  bearing  S.  W. 
by  S.  distant  five  or  six  leagues.  At  noon  was  again  obliged  to  bring-to 
under  the  foresail,  it  blowing  hard  with  a  thick  fog  and  squalls. 

On  the  11th,  the  wind  continuing  to  blow  as  hard  as  before,  I  saw 
the  island  of  Eattan.  At  5  p.m.  I  fired  six  guns  as  signals  for  a  pilot, 
but  night  coming  on  with  the  accustomed  bad  weather,  I  wore  and  stood 
out  to  sea.    The  next  morning  I  bore  away  for  Truxillo,  on  the  Spanish 
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maiiL  At  10  a.in.,  being  close  in  shore,  the  wind  shifted,  and  blew  a 
heavy  gale  with  very  thick  weather,  which  obliged  me  to  stand  to  the 
eastward.  At  noon,  though  we  lost  sight  of  the  land,  I  found  that  we 
were  in  yery  shoal  water,  and  as  maybe  supposed  I  became  very  anxious 
when  I  found  that  there  was  no  one  on  board  who  had  ever  been  there 
before,  or  was  at  all  acquainted  with  the  coast.  All  we  knew  was  that 
it  was  considered  a  very  dangerous  and  difficult  one.  Since  we  left 
Omoa,  from  not  having  even  seen  the  sun,  I  had  been  unable  to  take 
an  observation,  nor  had  I  any  chart  of  the  Gulf  of  Honduras  in  the  ship. 
My  officers,  as  were  all  on  board,  were  as  well  aware  as  I  was  myself 
of  the  danger  the  ship  was  in,  and  a  bright  look-out  was  kept  for  the 
land.  At  2  p.m.  we  made  out  an  island  under  our  lee.  I  soon  saw 
by  the  way  the  ship  was  setting  that  we  should  be  unable  to  weather  it. 
My  only  resource  therefore  was  to  attempt  to  run  between  it  and  the 
main.  I  kept  the  helm  up,  and  stood  for  the  channel.  I  was  under 
the  impression,  as  were  my  officers,  that  it  was  the  island  of  Bonacca, 
between  which  and  the  main  a  book  of  sailing  directions  we  had  on 
board  told  us  there  was  a  passage ;  but  as  we  neared  it  the  characteristic 
features  which  we  discovered  convinced  us  that  we  were  mistaken,  and 
that  it  was  the  Hogsties.  Kow  we  had  been  assured  at  Omoa  that 
between  it  and  the  main  there  was  no  passage.  We  did  not  make  this 
discovery,  however,  before  we  had  stood  on  too  far  to  return.  Our  eyes, 
however,  could  not  deceive  us ;  a  passage  there  certainly  was,  but  whether 
a  shallow  or  intricate  one  we  could  not  tell.  I  kept  the  lead  going  and 
a  bright  look-out  in  all  directions,  still  it  was  work  to  try  any  man's 
nerves.  There  was  a  nasty  broken  sea  running,  and  I  felt  sure  that  if 
the  ship  struck  on  any  of  the  numberless  rocks  under  her  bottom^ 
not  many  minutes  would  elapse  before  she  niust  go  down.  I  kept 
her  on,  notwithstanding  this,  under  her  foresail.  We  were  gradually 
shoaling  our  water — sixteen  fathom,  twelve,  ten,  six,  four  had  been 
announced.  I  drew  my  breath  faster  and  faster.  It  was  not  a  moment 
I  should  have  liked  any  one  to  put  a  trivial  question  to  me ;  still  I  could 
make  out  a  channel  of  clear  water  ahead,  and  I  did  not  despair. 

"  By  the  mark  three,"  sang  out  the  man  in  the  fore-chains. 

Matters  were  coming  to  a  crisis.  If  we  shoaled  the  water  much  more 
we  could  not  hope  to  force  the  heavy  galleon  through.     Not  only  should 
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vre  lose  all  her  ricli  cargo,  "but  ourlires  also  would  be  saorifieed,  for  the 
few  boats  we  had  were  in  so  bad  a  condition  that  they  would  scarcely 
be  able  to  carry  even  half  the  people  we  had  on  board.  For  my  own 
party  I  did  not  feel  that  I  had  many  more  hours,  or  I  might  say  minutes^ 
to  live,  for  I  always  held  to  the  opinion  that  a  captain  should  always  be 
the  last  to  leave  his  ship,  and  not  thtti  till  he  has  seen  to  the  safety  of 
all  those  entrusted  to  his  care. 

On  we  glided — ^not  very  fast  though.  I  stood  conning  the  ship ;  some- 
times we  passed  so  close  to  shoals  and  rocks  that  we  could  hare  thrown 
a  biscuit  on  them,  and  still  the  lumbering  old  "  St.  Domingo"  floated 
free. 

At  length  we  were  once  more  in  four  fathoms  of  water,  then  in  fiye ; 
but  still  I  did  not  feel  that  we  were  dear  of  danger ;  there  might  be 
other  reefs  running  across  from  the  island  to  the  main  which  might 
bring  us  up.  I  however  began  to  breathe  more  freely,  and  the  faces  of 
my  officers  wore  a  more  satisfied  expression.  Still  we  had  many  a  turn 
and  twist  to  make,  but  with  a  leading  wind  we  had  little  difficulty  in 
doing  this.     "  Breakers  a«>head !"  sang  out  Grampus  from  forward. 

"  Starboard  the  helm,"  was  my  reply.  "  Starboard  it  is,"  cried  the 
man  at  the  wheel.  ''Breakers  on  the  larboard  bow!"  *'Port  the 
hehn." 

"  Port  it  is,"  was  heard  along  the  deck,  and  so  we  glided  by  danger 
after  danger  till  ail  were  passed,  and  I  breathed  freely  at  finding  the 
ship  at  length  clear  of  the  island.  I  then  once  more  hauled  in  for  the 
land  to  try  and  ascertain  our  situation ;  but  the  weather  came  on  so  thick 
again  with  heavy  squalls  that  I  was  compelled  very  soon  to  stand  off 
once  more,  still  ignorant  of  where  we  were. 

My  difficulties  were  not  over.  At  5  p.m.  the  mizen-yard  was  carried 
away  in  a  heavy  squall,  though  happily  no  lives  were  lost  by  the  acci- 
dent. While  we  were  endeavouring  to  repair  the  damage  it  fell  a  stark 
calm,  and  the  old  galleon  began  to  roll  away  awfully  in  the  swell.  I  at 
once  ordered  tlie  lead  to  be  hove,  for  I  knew  that  there  were  treacherous 
currents  hereabouta 

I  had  soon  proof  of  thia^  The  first  cast  gave  us  thirteen  fithoms ; 
very  soon  we  had  ten,  eight,  and  so  on,  till  we  shoaled  the  water  to 
five  fathoms.    I  guessed  that  We  should  very  soon  be  on  shore  if  this 
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continued,  so  I  saw  that  I  must  resort  to  the  only  altematiTe  of  an- 
choring, a  dangerous  proceeding  in  the  uncertain  weather  we  were  having.  - 
Still  I  held  on  as  long  as  I  could,  and  hoped  for  a  slant  of  wind  to 
enable  me  to  heat  off.  My  hopes  were  in  yain.  It  was  near  midnight^ 
when  a  heayier  gust  than  we  had  yet  had  struck  the  ship,  and  soon  the 
man  with  the  lead  gave  notice  that  we  had  shoaled  our  water  to  three 
fathoms.  I^ot  a  moment  was  to  be  lost,  so  I  gave  orders  to  dew  up  all 
our  canvas  and  to  let  go  the  best  bow  anchor.  This  was  done  without 
dday.  Our  cable  held  on,  but  I  soon  discovered  that  a  strong  cur- 
rent was  setting  past  us  to  the  E.S.E.  at  the  rate  (^  three  knots  an 
hour,  which,  should  our  anchor  not  hold,  would  very  soon  send  us  on 
shore. 

I  at  last  began  to  feel  as  if  my  anxiety  would  break  me  down  as  all 
the  dangers  with  which  we  were  surrounded  were  brought  to  my  thoughts. 
We  had  a  dark  night,  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  a  lee  shore,  a  strong  current^ 
untried  and  probably  not  over-good  ground  tackle,  and  a  great  uncertainty 
as  to  our  position.  Added  to  this,  I  had  under  my  command  a  yessel 
worth  fous  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  between  thirty  and  forty  lives 
entrusted  to  my  care.  Our  anchor  held,  but  not  without  dragging  slightly. 
Anxiously  I  walked  the  deck  and  waited  for  break  of  day.  I  thought  it 
would  never  come.  It  did  at  last,  however,  and  revealed  a  sight  sufficient 
to  make  the  stoutest  heart  quake.  Scarcely  more  than  a  cable's  length 
from  the  ship  appeared  a  ledge  of  rocks  oyer  which  the  waves  were 
washing  with  sullen  roars,  while  the  log  hove  overboard  showed  me  that 
there  was  a  strong  current  setting  towards  a  high  rocky  bluff  land  dead  to 
leeward  of  us.  Towards  it  the  ship  was  surely  though  slowly  dragging 
her  anchor.  One  thing  only  could  save  us.  We  must  without  delay  get 
sail  on  her.  We  tried  to  weigh  the  anchor,  but  soon  abandoned  tiie 
attempt  as  hopeless.  I  called  the  officers  round  me,  in  a  few  words  ex- 
plained our  position,  then  sent  every  man  to  his  station.  Nol  Grampus 
stood,  axe  in  hand,  ready  to  cut  the  cable  as  I  gave  the  word.  Two  good 
hands  were  at  the  helm.  The  men  weie  aloft^  ready  to  loose  sails.  I 
waited  till  the  ship's  head  tended  off  the  land,  then  at  a  wave  of  my  hand 
the  sails  were  let  fall  and  sheeted  home,  down  came  old  Nol's  gleaming 
axe,  the  end  of  the  cable  disappeared  through  the  hawse-hole,  the  sails 
filled,  and  away  glided  the  big  ship  from  the  threatening  rocks.    Still  she 
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was  net  bee  from  danger.  I  held  my  breath,  as  did  ereiy  seaman  on 
board,  as  we  gazed  at  the  bluff  land  it  was  necessary  to  weather.  The 
current  set  strongly  towards  it^  a  shift  of  wind  might  yet  cast  away  the 
ship.  Down  she  seemed  settling  towards  it.  We  were  doing  our  utmost 
to  avoid  the  danger ;  we  could  not  carry  more  sail,  the  ship  was  kept  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  wind.  Still  we  had  already  escaped  so  many  daugers 
before  that  I  hoped  we  might  this.  Higher  grew  the  land  frowning 
above  us,  nearer  appeared  the  breakers.  In  ten  minutes  I  saw  that  our 
fate  would  be  decided.  The  wind  remained  steady.  None  of  our  gear 
gave  way.  The  surf  broke  under  our  lee  as  we  gUded  by ;  we  were  safe ; 
and  once  more  reducing  sail  we  stood  out  to  sea.  We,  however,  were 
still  in  far  from  a  pleasant  position,  or  rather,  we  could  not  tell  in  what 
position  we  weie,  and  had  every  reason  to  believe  it  a  bad  one.  Yarioua 
were  the  opinions  broached  on  board  as  to  our  whereabouts.  Some 
thought  we  were  in  the  Bay  of  Dulce;  others  that  the  point  we 
had  just  weathered  was  Point  Manwick ;  while  the  Spanish  prisoners 
affirmed  that  we  were  certainly  down  in  the  bottom  of  the  Gulf  of 
Honduras.  I  could  scarcely  believe  that  the  currents  and  gales  we  had 
encountered,  strong  as  they  were,  could  in  so  short  a  trmie  have  drifted  us 
so  far  out  of  our  course.  As  the  day  drew  on  the  weather  moderated, 
and  the  mists  clearing  away,  we  found  ourselves  surrounded  by  a  number 
of  rocks  and  islands.  The  Spaniards  nodded  their  heads  and  affirmed 
that  they  were  right  in  their  assertions.  Fortunately  the  sun  came  out 
to  settle  the  question.  I  was  able  to  take  two  altitudes,  and  found  that 
we  were  abreast  of  the  Island  of  Eattan.  Not  long  after  this  I  got  a 
sight  of  Truxillo  Bay,  the  place  the  commodore  had  app<»nted  for  the 
rendezvous.  I  accordingly  ran  in  and  anchored  there  at  six  o'clock,  hoping 
to  find  the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  the  place,  but,  much  to  my  disappoint- 
ment and  surprise,  not  another  ship  was  to  be  seen.  This  being  the  case, 
I  had  to  examine  my  orders,  to  ascertain  what  I  was  next  to  do.  Much 
to  my  satisfaction  I  found  that  I  was  forthwith  to  proceed  home  to  Fal- 
mouth, and,  having  reported  my  arrival  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  to  await  their  further  orders.  In  consequence  of  this  I 
immediately  proceeded  to  wood  and  water  the  ship.  This  was  a  long  and 
tedious  operation,  for  having  lost  all  our  boats  one  after  the  other  in  the 
gale,  I  was  obliged  to  employ  a  couple  of  very  frail  canoes.    I  persevered, 
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however,  and  by  vrorking  hard  managed  to  make  progress  in  the  task. 
While  some  of  the  crew  were  on  shore  cntting  wood  and  filling  the  casks, 
others  were  employed  in  towing  them  off  in  the  canoes,  which  were  like- 
wise laden  with  wood.  Though  I  worked  myself,  for  the  purpose  of 
setting  an  example,  I  found  time  to  make  an  excursion  or  two  a  little  way 
into  the  interior.  I  was  accompanied  by  Martin,  one  of  my  master^s 
mates,  and  a  great  friend  of  mine.  We  took  our  guns  with  us  and  my 
dog  Omoa,  who  had  now  become  much  attached  to  me.  The  shores  of 
this  bay  of  Truxillo  are  wild  and  desolate  in  the  extreme.  Nature  here 
rerels  in  perfect  i&eedom,  and  gigantic  trees  of  all  sorts  tower  up  on  every 
side.  It  is  a  long  way  from  any  inhabited  place ;  I  had  heard,  however, 
that  the  Spaniards  once  had  a  settlement  here  of  considerable  size,  but  it 
having  been  attacked  by  the  buccaneers  and  Indians,  about  a  hundred 
years  ago,  they  were  compelled  entirely  to  abandon  it;  since  which  time 
nature  had  resumed  her  original  sway  over  the  territory,  and  as  we 
wandered  through  the  forest  not  a  sign  of  human  life  or  human  industry 
did  we  for  a  long  time  perceive.  At  length,  however,  landing  one  day  at 
a  different  part  of  the  bay  to  that  which  we  had  before  explored,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  firom  the  beach,  we  came  suddenly  upon  a  high-built 
wall.  A  little  farther  on  we  found  ourselves  walking  over  what  had 
evidently  been  a  paved  street  of  great  length  and  breadth.    In  another 

minute  we  found  ourselves  with  the  walls  of  houses  on  either  side  of  us 
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the  vast  trees  growing  out  from  among  them  and  forming  a  sheltering 
roof  with  their  boughs,  showing  for  how  long  a  period  they  must  have 
been  deserted.  There  were  churches  too,  which  we  discovered  to  be  such 
by  their  construction  and  the  massiveness  of  their  walls ;  many  of  them 
of  considerable  size,  and  built  of  well-burnt  bricks.  Altogether  we  were 
struck  by  the  elegance  and  substantial  appearance  of  the  different  build- 
ings, so  superior  to  those  of  modem  architecture,  and  which  convinced  us 
that  we  were  standing  in  the  midst  of  a  once  magnificent  and  wealthy  city. 
Its  wealth  had  proved  its  destruction,  and  now,  like  many  of  the  cities  of 
the  ancient  world,  it  had  become  the  habitation  alone  of  the  wild  beast 
of  the  forest^  the  birds  of  the  air,  and  the  reptiles  which  creep  on  the 
earth.  I  cannot  properly  describe  my  sensations  aa  I  stood  in  the  midst 
of  that  abandoned  city ;  the  scene  was  so  unusual  and  curious,  there  was 
so  much  beauty  and  elegance  even  in  the  masses  of  ruins,  and  still  more  in 
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the  trees  and  slirdlM  wlucb  had  taken  possession  of  these  walls,  once  the 
abodes  of  men  engaged  in  all  the  active  pnisoits  of  life.  I  conld  not  help 
picturing  to  myself  what  it  mnst  have  been  like ;  what  scenes  were  going 
on  within  it^  sncdi  as  aie  enacted  in  most  cities  in  the  present  day,  when 
sadden  destmction  overtook  it.  I  learned  a  lesson,  I  drew  a  moral,  and 
I  received  a  warning  from  the  fate  it  told,  £rom  which  I  trost  my  zeadera 
will  profit  likewise.. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Vltit  mills  of  1VaztIIo.--T1ie  oommodore  receives  me  and  my  galleon  with  joy. — 
Fearful  siokness  on  board  squadron.— The  Island  of  Rattan.— Capsized  in  a  squall. 
— Ship  rights.— Beat  off  a  priTateer. — Beach  Jamaica. — The  "  St  Domingo''  con- 
demned, and  cargo  placed  on  board  the  rotten  '*  Leviathan.** — ^Bqoin  the  "  Charon." 
—Sail  with  convoy.— Piratical  exploits.-*Sinking  of  **  Leviathan/'  and  my  hopes 
of  prise-money  lost— Beach  the  Downs,  and  start  for  Falmonth. 

Whbnsvxb  the  duties  of  the  eliip  would  allow  me  to  go  on  shorc^  I 
lepaiied  to  the  roina  of  Tnixillo,  for  I  was  never  weary  of  wandering 
among  its  deserted  streets  and  exploring  its  shattered  edifices.  Meantime 
the  repairs  of  the  ship  went  on  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and  by  the 
16th  of  November  we  had  set  up  our  rigging,  got  all  the  wood  and  water 
we  could  stow  away  on  board,  and  made  eveiy  other  requisite  preparation 
for  encountering  a  winter  passa^  to  England.  I  had  anauged  to  sail  the 
next  day,  when  at  noon  it  was  reported  to  me  that  a  brig  was  seen  stand- 
ing into  the  bay. 

"  Make  the  signal  for  the  people  to  hurry  on  board,"  was  my  reply  as  I 
went  on  deck* 

Having  examined  the  stranger  through  the  glass^  I  thought  she  looked 
suspicious,  so  I  hoisted  the  private  signal  and  waited  with  some  little 
anxiety  to  ascertain  if  it  was  answered.  The  fact  that  we  had  got 
possession  of  the  "  SU  Domingo,"  with  all  her  wealth  on  board,  would  be 
known  to  the  Spaniards,  and  if  they  should  discover  that  she  was 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  they  would  very  naturally  send 
in  quest  of  her.  The  signal  was  not  answered.  "  My  lads,  I  suspect  we 
shall  have  a  fight  for  it,"  I  sung  out,  as  I  gave  the  order  to  prepare  for 
action,  resolved  to  put  the  ship  in  as  good  a  state  of  defence  as  circum- 
stances would  allow.  The  ship  was  armed  with  sixteen  four-pounders, 
and  four  six-pounders,  besides  swivels  and  cohoms.  I  first  got  springs 
on  my  cables,  so  as  to  have  complete  command  over  the  ship,  and  as 
I  had  not  men  sufficient  to  fight  aU  the  guns,  I  ran  them  all  over  on 
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one  side,  in  order  to  make  the  first  broadside  as  formidable  as  possible. 
I  hoped  thus  to  sink  or  disable  our  antagonist,  or  to  make  her  sheer 
off.  Should  she,  however,  venture  to  board,  I  had  no  fear,  as  I  felt 
certain  that  my  men  would  not  fear  to  encounter  twice  their  number. 
They  were  full  of  fight,  and  the  way  they  went  about  their  preparations 
gave  me  every  confidence  that  we  should  succeed.  The  brig  approached 
us  with  a  great  deal  of  caution.  If  we  did  not  like  her  looks,  she 
evidently  did  not  like  ours.  I  knew  that  it  would  be  best  to  show  I  was 
ready  for  her,  so  as  soon  as  she  was  within  range  of  my  guns  I  hoisted 
my  colours  and  fired  a  shot  ahead  of  her.  The  next  was  a  moment  of 
suspense,  and  I  believe  my  people  were  not  a  litde  disappointed  when  she 
hoisted  an  English  ensign  and  fired  a  gun  to  leeward.  Having  sailed 
dose  past  us  and  hailed,  she  brought  up  at  a  short  distance  firom  me. 
She  then  lowered  a  boat^  and  Lieutenant  Butcher,  whom  I  had  before 
met,  came  on  board  and  informed  me  that  the  commodore  had  hired 
the  brig  and  sent  him  in  charge  of  her  to  look  out  for  the  ''St. 
Domingo,"  which  he  had  heard  had  been  lost  on  the  Solomadinas,  the 
most  dangerous  rocks  on  the  coast. 

''  A  ship  wo  spoke  informed  us  that  you  had  been  seen  to  go  on  shore, 
and  we  hoped  that  though  the  galleon  might  be  lost,  we  might  save  some 
of  your  lives,"  he  added;  "however,  I  am  heartily  glad  to  find  you  all 
alive  and  the  old  craft  afloat." 

''Not  more  glad  than  I  am,  that  we  have  escaped  all  the  dangers  we 
have  encountered,"  I  replied,  and  I  told  him  of  idl  the  narrow  escapes  we 
had  had. 

He  then  informed  me  that  the  "Charon"  and  "Lowestoffe"  had 
several  times  nearly  been  lost^  and  were  now  at  Port  Royal  Harbour, 
in  the  Island  of  Eattan. 

To  that  place  I  found  that  I  was  at  once  to  proceed.  I  will  not 
describe  all  the  incidents  which  occurred  before  I  got  there.  I  must  try 
and  hurry  on  with  my  adventures,  or  I  shall  never  bring  them  to  an  end. 

By  the  19th  I  got  off  the  harbour,  and,  making  a  signal  for  assis- 
tance, some  boats  came  out  to  help  tow  me  in,  and  by  six  o'dock  I 
was  safely  moored  under  the  guns  of  the  squadron.  The  commodore 
was  delighted  to  see  me.  I  did  not  flatter  myself  so  much  because  of 
my    own  merits,   as   on   account  of  the  richly-freightod   old   galleon. 
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However,  I  was  not  addicted  to  trouble  myself  as  to  the  catise  of  any 
attention  I  might  receive,  or  any  compliments  which  might  be  paid 
me;  but  I  always  received  them  with  a  good  grace,  as  if  they  were 
invariably  due  to  my  own  especial  merits.  The  commodore  told  me 
that  he  should  at  once  send  me  on  to  Jamaica,  under  convoy  of  the  ''  Lowe- 
stoffe/'  and  gave  me  directions  to  get  ready  again  for  sea.  I  had  a  number 
of  visitors  on  board,  who  came  to  congratulate  me  on  my  escape,  and  to 
have  a  look  at  the  galleon,  which  was  much  such  a  craft  as  some  of  the 
followers  of  Columbus  might  have  sailed  in  to  conquer  the  Kew  World. 
I  found  the  squadron  in  a  veiy  sickly  state.  No  less  than  two-thirds  of 
the  crews  were  living  on  shore  in  huts  and  tents,  suffering  fiom  sickness, 
and  since  the  time  they  had  left  Omoa  they  had  buried  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred men,  the  master  of  the  **  Lowestoffe  "  being  among  them.  Altogether 
I  know  in  a  very  short  time  they  lost  one  hundred  and  twenty  men 
— ^while  I  had  not  lost  one  on  board  the  galleon.  Eattan  itself  was  not 
supposed  to  be  unhealthy,  but  at  this  time  there  were  no  inhabitants  on  it. 
When  the  war  broke  out  with  Spain,  one  of  her  first  acts  was  to  attack 
our  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Honduras,  and  totally  to  put  a  stop  to  our 
logwood  trade.  The  merchants  and  traders  connected  with  that  business 
accordingly  earnestly  solicited  the  commodore  to  take  possession  of  the 
Island  of  Eattan,  which  is  admirably  placed  to  guard  the  entrance  to  the 
Gulf  of  Honduras.  It  had  belonged  to  the  English  in  the  late  war,  but 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  made  at  its  termination  it  was  restored  to  the 
Spaniards,  or  rather  abandoned,  and  all  the  works  on  it  had  been  destroyed. 
In  consequence,  however,  of  the  requisition  of  the  merchants  which  I 
have  spoken  of,  the  commodore,  on  the  25th  of  November,  1779,  again 
took  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Migesty,  and  imme- 
diately set  to  work  to  put  the  place  in  as  good  a  state  of  defence  as 
circumstances  would  allow.  A  number  of  logwood  cutters  and  other 
settlers,  as  well  as  some  merchants  and  traders,  had  already  arrived  there. 
These  were  at  once  regularly  drilled  and  taught  the  use  of  their  arms. 
Each  of  the  ships  of  the  squadron  also  landed  two  of  their  guns,  which 
were  moimted  on  the  works  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour,  while  they 
were  furnished  likewise  with  an  abundant  supply  of  ammunition  and  stores 
of  all  sorts.  The  harbour  of  Port  Boyal  is,  without  doubt,  as  good  a  one 
as  any  in  the  Westlndies,  and  so  well  formed  is  it  by  nature  for  defence, 
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tliat  wilih  a  email  amount  of  art  employed  on  it^  I  sliould  think  that  it 
might  be  made  perfectly  impregnable  from  any  attack  by  sea.  At  the 
tima  of  which  I  speak  the  island  T^as  entirely  uncultivated,  and  pro- 
duced only  the  trees  and  shrubs  nature  had  planted  there ;  but  from  what 
I  saw  of  the  soil  and  fipm  what  othen»  who  knew  more  about  agricultural , 
afiGurs  than  I  did,  I  had  no  doubt  that  in.a  fe^r  years  it  would  become  a' 
very  flourishing  spot^  and  amply  vepay  the  phnteis  who  might  settle  on 
it  Just  now  it  was  serving  as  the  lmriat|>lace(  of  many  poor  fellows, 
who  were  carried  off  day  after  day  by  tbe  maligm^t  fever  which  had  got 
among  them.  It  was  sad  to  go  on  shore'  to  visit- tk.e  sick  and  dying,  and. 
all  the  time  to  feel  that  onecouldbe  eS  no  use  ta  them*  I  had  seen  a 
good  deal  of  that  sort  of  thing  lately,  but  it  had  not  hardened  my  heart ' 
At  last  I  scarcely  went  on  shore' at  alL  N^tking'  I  found  so  depressing 
to  my  spirits  aa  to  see  the  long  rows  of  graves-beneath  which  so  many  of 
my  poor  countrymen  were  sldeping,  and  still  -more  to  see  them  day  by 
day  increasing  in  number. 

While  I  was  getting  ready  for  aea,  the  "  Charon,"  having  taken  on 
board  the  whole  cargo  of  the  '^  St  Joseph  ".galleon,  sailed  with  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  at  once  to  En^nd,  leaving  the  ''  Pomona  "  at  Battan, 
to  bring  off  the  sick  as  soon  iis  it  was  d^ihed  ^practicable  and  safe  to 
remove  them. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  having  taken  leave-  of  the  commodore  and 
aaluted  him  with  three  hearty  cheery  such  aa.he  well  deserved,  and 
having  on  board  several  passengers,  some  of  whom  were  taken  prisoners 
at  Omoa,  I  put  to  sea  in  company  with  the  *'  Lowestoffeu"  Scarcely 
had  I  done  breakfast  next  morning,  and  vras  congratulating  myself  on 
having  a  pleasant  run  to  Jamaica,  wben  Nol  Grampus  entered  my  cabin 
with  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  the  "  6t  Domingo  "  had  sprung  a  leak. 
**  All  owing  to  her  being  mann^  by  heretics^  as  the  Spaniards  would 
aay,"  I  exclaimed  petulantly  as  I  hurried  out,  and  with  the  carpenter  en- 
deavoured to  ascertain  where  the  ii^ury  was  to  be  fcrund.  At  the  same  time 
I  set  both  the  pumps  going ;  but  do  all  we  could,  we  could  not  keep  the 
leak  under.  At  length  I  most  unwillingly  gave  orders  to  hoist  the  signal 
of  distress.  As  soon  as  it  if  as  seen  on  boaid  ^he  "  Lowestoffe  "  her  boats 
were  sent  to  my  assistance. 

On  inquiring  among  the  Spanish  prisoners  I  found  from  them  that  she 
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had  been  strack  hj  lightning  in  tlie  harbour  of  Omoa,  and  had  been  in- 
jured in  some  place  aft  On  examining  I  discovered  the  injury  to  exist 
under  the  larboard  counter^  and  haying  got  some  lead  nailed  on  over  the 
leak,  I  soon  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  water  sensibly  decrease.  One 
danger  over,  it  was  not  long  before  I  had  to  encounter  another  of  a  siiU 
more  serious  nature,  and  I  had  great  reason  to  fear  that  after  all  I  had 
gone  through  I  should  still  not  succeed  in  carrying  my  prize  into  port» 
Had  I  been  followed  by  the  curse  of  some  revengeful  old  witch  I  could 
scarcely  have  been  compelled  to  encounter  more  difficulties  and  mishaps  } 
such  a  witch  as  Shakespeare  describes  as  sailing  in  a  sieve,  and  lik^a jat 
without  a  tail  doing  something  dreadful. 

On  the  29th  the  wind  was  favourable  and  light,  and  the  big  galleon 
was  gliding  swiftly  over  a  smooth,  laughing  sea,  when,  the  decks  having 
been  washed  down,  I  was  taking  a  turn,  as  was  my  custom  before  breaks 
fast,  with  Martin. 

''Fine  weather,  sir,"  he  remarked.  ''After  all  our  mishaps  there  seems 
a  fair  prospect  of  our  getting  into  port  in  safety." 

"  There's  many  a  slip  between  the  cup  and  the  lip,  and  for  my  part  J 
never  again  will  make  sure  of « thing  tiU  I  have  got  it  in  my  hand,  and 
then  I  should  look  very  sharp  that  it  does  not  jump  out  again,"  was  my 
answer,  for  I  was,  I  own,  beginning  to  be  discontented  with  sublunaiy 
affairs  in  general 

"  Oh,  no  fear  now,  I  think,  but  what  we  shall  get  the  rich  old  galleon 
safe  into  port  at  last,  and  some  day  touch  the  prize-money  she  will  bxing 
us,"  remarked  Martin,  rubbing  his  hands  at  the  thought  of  the  wealth  he 
was  about  to  obtain,  and  the  way  in  which  he  would  veiy'soon  manage  to 
get  through  it. 

"  Breakfast  ready,  sir,"  said  Tom  Bockets,  coming  up  to  me  and  touch*- 
ing  his  cap.  He  was  doing  the  duty  of  Jenker,  my  steward,  who  had 
broken  his  leg  in  one  of  the  many  gales  we  had  encountered. 

I  invited  Martin  to  breakfast  with  me.  When  we  left  the  deck  the 
wind  was  light  and  the  sky  had  scarcely  a  cloud  floating  on  it  to  dim  its 
splendour.  We  had  finished  a  plate  of  scraped  salt  beef,  and  had  begun 
upon  a  salt  herring  (what  would  I  not  have  given  for  a  fresh,  juicy  mut- 
ton chop  !),  I  had  just  taken  a  cup  of  coffee  and  Martin  was  helping  him- 
self, holding  up  the  coffee-pot,  when  I  saw  it  and  him  and  the  breakfast* 
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things  gliding  away  to  leewaid,  and  felt  myself  following  them.  Theie 
was  a  terrific  roaring  sound  and  a  loud  rush  of  waters  almost  oyerwhelm- 
ing  the  shouts  and  cries  of  the  people  on  deck.  Over  went  everything  in 
a  confused  mass.  I  rushed  out  of  the  cabin,  followed  by  Martin,  to  ascer- 
tain what  had  occurred,  though  I  had  no  doubt  about  the  matter.  The 
ship  had  overset  in  one  of  the  sudden  squalls  to  which  these  seas  are 
liable.  There  she  lay  like  a  log,  with  her  sails  ahnost  in  the  water.  She 
appeared  to  me  to  be  going  lower  and  lower  every  instant  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  confusion  the  deck  presented.  The  crew  were  rushing 
about  and  letting  go  any  ropes  they  could  lay  hands  on,  in  accordance 
with  the  orders  of  the  officer  of  the  watch  to  take  in  saiL  The  lady 
passengers  were  shrieking  out  for  help  as  they  paddled  about  to  leeward, 
and  the  men  were  in  vain  endeavouring  to  afford  it,  shouting  and  striking 
out  in  the  water  and  endeavouring  to  climb  up  towards  the  weather 
bulwarks. 

"  There  go  all  our  hopes  of  wealth,"  I  thought  to  myself  as  I  saw  the 
condition  of  the  ship.  Strange  that  that  should  be  the  first  idea  which 
came  into  my  head.  I  did  not  think  that  the  ship  would  swim  many 
minutes  longer.  I  looked  out  for  the  "  Lowestoffe."  She  was  not  fiEtr  off, 
.and  was  lowering  her  boats,  to  come  to  our  assistance.  Only  one  chance 
of  saving  the  ship  remained.  We  must  cut  away  the  masts.  I  gave  the 
necessaiy  order.  While  some  of  the  crew  set  to  work  on  the  rigging  with 
their  knives,  I  sung  out  for  an  axe.  One  had  fallen  overboard  the  day 
before.    Another  was  not  to  be  found. 

" Can  no  one  find  an  axe )"  I  sung  out,  not  a  litUe  enraged.  ^ Bear  a 
hand,  then." 

Eockets  was  searching  in  one  direction,  Kol  Grampus  in  others,  with 
several  of  the  rest  of  the  men,  while  I  felt  almost  frantic,  expecting  the 
ship  to  fill  and  go  down  every  instant  The  officers  were  hurrying  about 
for  the  same  object.  Were  the  ship  to  go  down,  I  felt  many  lives  might 
be  lost,  for  the  frigate's  boats  could  scarcely  save  all  hands  with  the  pas- 
sengers. The  confusion  and  noise  was  increased,  it  must  be  remembered, 
by  the  roaring  of  the  wind  and  the  dashing  of  the  seas  over  us. 

At  last  Grampus  appeared  with  a  couple  of  axes.  I  seized  one  and 
sprung  to  the  mainmast.  He  rushed  forward.  I  had  lifted  up  my 
gleaming  weapon,  and  was  about  to  give  the  fatal  stroke,  when  there  was 
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a  sudden  lull  of  the  mnd,  and  the  stout  old  galleon,  no  longer  feeling  its 
pressurey  sprang  up  and  righted  herself  in  an  instant,  sending  a  dozen  of 
the  crew  across  the  deck  and  all  the  passengers  spinning  about  in  every 
direction.  Except  a  little  of  the  standing  rigging  cut,  a  few  shins  broken, 
and  a  complete  ducking  received  by  all  the  passengers,  no  damage  had 
occurred.  We  soon  got  the  lady  passengers  put  to  rights,  and  seated  on 
the  hencoops,  where  they  had  been  taking  their  breakfast,  the  coffee-cups 
picked  up,  the  men  restored  to  their  legs,  and  their  cigars  re-lighted,  and 
every  thing  in  its  proper  place,  while  the  boats  which  had  been  coming 
to  our  help  returned  to  their  frigate. 

"  All's  well  that  ends  well,"  was  Martin's  observation  when  we  again 
sat  down  to  a  fresh  supply  of  coffee,  red  herrings,  and  biscuits. 

Kothing  else  occurred  till  the  5th  of  December,  when  one  of  the  Spanish 
prisoners  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  in  the  gun-room. 

On  the  8th  we  made  Jamaica,  but  were  beating  away  under  the  south- 
west end  of  the  island  till  the  15th,  when  I  carried  away  my  fore-top- 
sail-yard, and  had  to  put  into  Bluefields  Bay  to  repair  the  loss. 

On  the  16th  sailed  again  with  the  "  Lowestoffe."  In  the  evening,  as 
we  were  pretty  close  in  with  the  shore,  the  "  Lowestoffe  "  signalized  that 
a  suspicious  schooner  was  in  sight  and  made  sail  in  chase.  Scarcely  had 
we  sunk  her  courses  below  the  horizon  when  another  vessel  appeared  from 
under  the  land  standing  towards  us.  She  was  also  a  schooner,  and  we 
were  not  long  in  making  up  our  minds  that  she  was  an  enemy's  privateer. 
I  did  not  fear  her  though.  We  loaded  and  ran  out  all  our  guns  and  pre- 
pared for  the  encounter.  I  knew  that  my  men  would  not  yield  while  the 
galleon  kept  afloat,  and  so  I  did  not  watch  the  ''  Lowestoffe's  "  departure 
with  so  much  anxiety  as  I  might  otherwise  have  done.  Tom  Eockets  and 
others  were  tightening  in  their  waist-bands,  fastening  handkerchiefs 
round  their  heads,  feeling  the  edges  of  their  cutlasses,  and  making  all  the 
other  usual  preparations  for  a  flght. 

The  stranger  came  on  boldly  towards  us.  I  had  no  doubt  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  schooner,  but  as  she  sailed  two  knots  to  our  one  there  was 
no  use  in  attempting  to  try  and  escape  her.  It  was  not  long  before  she 
got  within  gun  shot  and  exhibited  her  true  character  by  running  up 
the  Spanish  ensign  and  by  firing  one  of  her  bow-chasers  at  u&  As  our 
guns  would  not  carry  so  far  as  hers  I  let  her  come  on  considerably  nearer 
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before  I  letumed  the  compliment.  The  privateer,  thinking  that  thej 
lyere  going  to  make  an  easy  rictorj  of  ns,  fired  again,  but  the  shot,  as  had 
the  first,  flew  wide  of  us.  I  saw  that  my  people  were  impatient  to  fire  in 
return. 

^  Hold  fast,  my  lads,''  I  cried  out.  '*  Let  her  come  on  a  little  nearer, 
and  we'll  show  her  that  she  has  caught  a  Tartar  for  once  in  a  way." 

I  waited  for  another  ten  minutes,  but  as  I  saw  the  way  in  which  the 
well-armed  daring  little  craft  approached  ua  I  could  not  help  thinking  to 
myself,  "  I  wonder  whether  this  will  be  another  slip  between  the  cup  and 
the  lip."  I,  of  course,  did  not  show  what  I  thought.  I  now  judged  that 
we  had  got  her  well  within  range  of  all  our  guns.  Again  she  fired,  and 
the  shot  flew  through  our  rigging. 

"  Now  give  it  her,  my  lads,"  I  sung  out.     "  Blaze  away  I " 

The  men  were  not  slow  to  obey  the  order.  Our  broadside  told  with 
fearful  eflect.  Many  of  our  shot  tore  along  her  decks,  killing  and  wound- 
ing a  considerable  number  of  her  crew.  Notwithstanding  this  the 
schooner  stood  after  us.  From  the  spirited  way  in  which  she  came  on  I 
thought  that  she  must  be  American,  and  knowing  the  rich  prize  we  should 
prove  had  determined  at  all  risks  to  get  hold  of  us.  She  only  carried  six 
guns,  but  they  were  heavier  than  ours,  and  whUe  her  crew  were  amply 
strong  toman  them,  mine  could  not  fight  more  than  half  the  guns  we  had. 
The  contest,  therefore,  was  much  more  equal  than  at  first  appeared  to  be 
the  case.  StOl  I  had  not  much  fear  as  to  the  results,  especially  if  the 
privateer  really  was  Spanish,  for  however  bravely  or  furiously  Spaniards 
come  on,  and  however  much  bravado  they  make,  I  have  always  found 
that  they  never  can  withstand  English  pluck  and  determination.  As 
soon  as  we  had  fired  our  first  broadside  we  loaded  again  as  fast  as  we 
could,  while  the  schooner  gave  us  the  contents  of  her  three  guns  f  A)m  one 
side,  and  was  about  to  keep  away  and  run  under  our  stem  to  fire  the 
three  on  the  other — ^the  first  having  done  us  no  little  damage,  wounded 
one  of  our  masts,  and  cut  a  poor  fellow  almost  in  two — but  just  as  she  was 
on  the  point  of  firing  we  let  fly  four  or  five  of  our  after  guns  right  down 
upon  her,  and  one  of  the  shot  striking  the  helmsman,  knocked  him  over, ' 
and  before  another  man  could  take  his  place  the  schooner  had  flown  up 
again  into  the  wind.  Her  starboard  broadside  not  being  loaded,  we  were 
able  to  give  her  another  dose  before  she  was  ready  to  fire,  and  in  the 
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meantime  the  report  of  the  guns  being  heard  on  board  the  **  LowestoSe,*' 
Bhe  was  seen  standing  towards  us  under  all  sail. 

The  privateer  had  now  had  quite  sufficient  taste  of  our  quality,  and 
greatly  to  my  vexaticm  and  to  that,  I  believe,  of  every  one  on  board,  she 
hauled  her  wind  and  stood  away  from  us  on  a  bow  line,  a  point  of  sailing 
on  which  we  had  no  chance  of  overtaking  her.  We  gave  her,  however,  a 
parting  salute  and  three  cheers  and  many  a  hearty  wish  that  she  had 
stopped  to  receive  the  thrashing  we  all  felt  confident  we  shoidd  have 
bestowed  on  her. 

The  "  Lowestoffe  *'  soon  came  up  and  chased  her  for  a  few  miles,  having 
in  the  course  of  it  recaptured  a  prize  which  the  privateer  had  just  before 
taken.  Had  not  the  captaia  of  the  "  Lowesto£Ee  "  been  apprehensive  that 
some  more  of  these  privateering  gentlemen  might  tiy  to  get  hold  of  my 
tenderly-loved  galleon,  he  would  probably  have  continued  the  chase  and 
captured  the  schooner  herself  but  remembering  that  a  bird  in  the  hand 
is  worth  two  in  the  bush,  he  wisely  would  not  allow  himself  to  be  tempted 
on,  but  returned  to  keep  ward  and  watch  over  me. 

"  You  said,  sir,  that  there  was  many  a  slip  between  the  cup  and  the 
lip,"  observed  Martin,  as  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  December,  1779,  we 
sighted  the  entrance  to  Port  Eoyal  Harbour,  Jamaica,  and  with  a  fdr 
breeze  stood  into  it  with  our  rich  prize,  followed  closely  by  our  faithful 
guardian  the  "  Lowestoffe." 

"  Yes,  my  boy,  but  we  have  not  touched  the  rldno  yet>  and  even 
then  it  may  be  long  before  the  sweets  reach  our  mouth,"  was  my  answer. 
*'  So  I  have  always  found  it  to  be,  and  so  I  Uways  expect  to  find  it 
These  bales  of  Indigo  which  are  said  to  be  worth  so  much  are 
rather  cumbersome  articles  to  put  into  our  pockets  and  walk  off  with. 
The  ship  has  to  cross  the  Atlantic  and  the  cash  has  to  pass  through 
the  hands  of  merchants,  and  brokers,  and  prize-agents  before  we  touch 
it." 

I  little  thought  at  the  time  how  necessary  my  warning  was,  and  how 
well  it  was  not  to  reckon  too  much  on  the  riches  which  might  so  easily 
take  to  themselves  wings  and  flee  away.  Still,  as  I  have  before  said, 
I  could  not  help  believing  that  I  should  some  day  or  other  possess  the 
portion  which  was  my  due ;  and  over  and  over  again  I  coloured  up  the 
delightful  picture  when  I  should  find  myself  once  more  in  America^ 
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no  longer  as  an  enemy  to  her  sons,  but  as  the  affianced  husband  of 
Madeline  Carlyon  and  the  friend  and  companion  of  her  kindred  and 
people. 

In  high  spirits,  therefore,  and  with  no  small  amount  of  pride  in  my 
heart,  I  sailed  up  the  harbour  and  saluted  Sir  Peter  Parker  with  thirteen 
guns,  which  compliment  he  returned  with  eleven.  After  this  expendi- 
ture of  gunpowder  I  hurried  up  to  pay  my  respects  to  him,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  all  his  usual  kindness  and  urbanity.  To  my  astonishment, 
and  somewhat,  I  own,  to  my  disappointment,  I  found  my  own  ship,  the 
"  Charon,"  at  anchor  among  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  I  thought  that  she  had 
long  ago  sailed  for  England.  On  going  on  board  I  soon  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  cause  of  her  return.  On  her  passage  through  the  Gulf 
of  Florida  she  had  spoken  H.M.S.  ''  Salisbury,"  from  which  ship  Captain 
Luttrell  gained  the  information  that  many  very  disparaging  reports  re- 
flecting on  his  honour  were  circulating  in  Jamaica  respecting  his  conduct 
at  the  taking  of  Omoa.  This  made  him  at  once  resolve'  to  return  to  the 
island,  to  vindicate  hia  character.  He  immediately  demanded  a  Court  of 
Inquiry,  which  was  held  on  board  the  "  Niger,"  when  he  was  honourably 
acquitted  of  one  and  all  the  malicious  charges  alleged  against  him.  Officers, 
especially  in  the  navy,  would  always  do  well  to  imitate  the  commodore's 
conduct  in  this  particular.  All  men  may  have  dirt  thrown  at  them,  but 
the  honourable  man  will  never  allow  it  to  remain  a  moment  longer  than 
can  be  avoided,  lest  it  should  leave  a  stain  behind. 

Captain  LuttreFs  return  to  Jamaica  had  a  considerable  influence  on  my 
fortunes.  I  was  in  high  feather  at  having  so  £ur  escaped  all  the  dangers 
of  the  voyage  with  the  old  "  Galleon,"  and  was  making  every  preparation 
to  fit  her  yet  further  for  encountering  the  passage  in  mid-winter  across  the 
Atlantic.  During  this  period  I  had  not  altogether  an  unpleasant  time  of 
it,  for  the  merchants  and  planters  of  Kingston  were  proverbially  hospi- 
table, and  I  had  many  friends  among  them,  so  that  every  moment  I  could 
spare  £rom  my  duties  on  board  ship  was  occupied  in  receiving  the  atten- 
tions and  civilities  they  showered  on  me.  This  was  all  very  agreeable. 
I  made  haste  to  enjoy  the  moments  as  they  passed,  for  I  expected  to  be 
at  sea  and  far  away  in  a  very  few  days.  My  pleasure  was,  however,  of 
shorter  duration  even  than  I  anticipated.  I  met  O'DriscoU  one  day,  who 
had  just  come  from  the  admiraL 
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"  I  say,  Huny,  my  boy,"  he  began ;  "  do  you  know  what  they  talk  of 
doing  with  your  old  galleon)" 

''  Send  her  to  sea  at  once,  before  her  repairs  are  finished,"  I  answered. 
"  It's  the  way  they  too  often  do  things." 

"Kot  a  bit  of  it,"  he  replied.  "  They  say  that  she  is  not  fit  to  go  to 
sea,  so  they  propose  transferring  her  cargo  to  the  old  '  Leviathan,'  which 
to  my  certain  knowledge  is  yery  much  out  of  repair,  and  sending  her 
home  with  it." 

"  Some  abominable  job !"  I  exclaimed,  stamping  with  rage.  '*  It's  too 
bad,  after  all  I  have  gone  through,  to  deprive  me  of  the  credit  I  ought  to 
have  gained.     I  won't  believe  it." 

I  soon  found,  however,  that  O'Driscoll's  account  was  too  true.  A  survey 
was  held  on  the  "  St.  Domingo,"  and  she  was  condemned  as  unfit  to  pro- 
ceed on  her  voyage  to  England.  Her  cargo,  consisting  of  twelve  hundred 
and  thirty-two  saroons  of  indigo,  and  a  large  quantity  of  sarsaparilla  and 
hides,  was  put  on  board  H.M.S.  ''  Leviathan,"  and  her  captain  was  to 
have  three  thousand  pounds  fireight.  .  I  protested  as  loudly  as  I  could 
against  this  decision.  I  asserted  that  the  ''St.  Domingo"  was  far  more 
calculated  to  take  home  so  valuable  and  bulky  a  cargo  than  the  "  Levia- 
than," or  any  other  man-of-war,  and  I  undertook,  with  twenty  of  my 
people,  who  had  been  in  her  already  for  three  months,  to  carry  her  across 
the  Atlantic  in  safety.  All  I  could  say  was  of  no  avail.  Kot  only  I,  but 
many  other  officers  said  the  same  thing.  The  affair  was  decided  against 
us,  and  I  saw,  with  no  small  regret,  the  whole  of  the  "  St.  Domingo's" 
caigo  transferred  to  the  rotten  old  "  Leviathan." 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1780,  having  given  up  the  hull  of  the  "St. 
Domingo  "  to  our  agent  at  Jamaica,  I  joined  the  ''  Charon,"  with  my  two 
followers,  for  the  first  time  since  my  appointment  to  her.  On  the  next 
day  we  sailed  from  Port  Eoyal,  in  company  with  his  Majesty's  ships 
"Euby,"  "Lyon,"  "Bristol,"  "Leviathan,"  "Salisbury,"  "James," 
"Kesource,"  "Lowestoffe,"  "Pallas,"  "Galatsea,"  "Delight,"  and  about 
ninety  sail  of  merchant  vessels.  Except  the  capture  of  a  Spanish  priva- 
teer, and  a  vessel  laden  with  mahogany,  nothing  particular  occurred  till 
the  9th  of  February,  in  Lat  29°  IT.  and  Long.  72°  W.,  when  the  admiral 
and  his  squadron  put  about  to  return  to  Jamaica,  leaving  us  and  the 
"  Leviathan  "  in  charge  of  the  convoy,  to  pursue  our  way  to  England. 
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We  had  hard  work  enough  in  keeping  onr  conyoy  together,  and  in 
whipping  up  the  laggards.  In  spite  of  the  danger  thej  ran  of  being 
picked  up  by  privateers,  some  were  continually  getting  out  of  the  order 
of  sailing.  The  "  Leviathan  "  kept  ahead,  and  led  as  well  as  she  could, 
'  while  we  did  the  duty  of  huntsman,  or  of  whipper-in.  One  night  when 
it  was  my  watch  on  deck,  as  I  was  keeping  a  bright  look-out  in  all  direc- 
tions, I  saw  the  flash  of  a  gun  on  our  lee  quarter,  and  the  sound  directly 
after  reached  my  ears.  It  was,  it  struck  me,  &om  a  petronel,  or  some 
small  piece  of  ordnance  such  as  merchantmen  carried  in  those  days.  I 
reported  the  circumstance  to  Captain  Luttrell,  who  ordered  me  at  once  to 
make  sail  in  that  direction.  One  or  two  other  shots  followed,  and  I 
could  just  discern  the  flashes  of  pLstoIs,  though  the  reports  did  not  reach 
our  ears.  The  night  was  very  dark,  but  we  were  able  to  steer  dear  of 
some  of  the  convoy,  which  had  been  near  us  on  our  lee  quarter.  I  had 
carefully  taken  the  bearings  of  the  spot  where  I  had  seen  the  flashes. 
,  We  were  not  long  in  getting  up  to  it  There  was  a  large  barque  under 
sail,  steering  somewhat  wildly,  but  still  keeping  after  the  fleet.  We 
hailed  as  we  got  close  to  her,  but  received  no  answer.  A  second  time  we 
hailed,  still  louder,  but  there  was  no  reply.  We  then  fired  a  shot  across 
her  bows,  but  she  stood  on  as  before.  On  this  the  captain  directed  me 
to  take  a  boat  and  board  her.  There  was  not  much  sea,  but  in  the  wild 
way  in  which  she  was  steering  about,  and  in  the  extreme  darkness,  this 
would,  I  knew,  be  no  very  easy  matter.  However,  singing  out  for  volun- 
teers, I  soon  had  eight  good  hands  to  man  a  boat,  and  away  we  pulled 
towards  the  barque.  As  we  got  near  I  again  hailed.  As  before,  there 
was  no  reply.  At  last,  watching  the  proper  moment,  I  pulled  in  towards 
her,  and  hooked  on  to  her  mizen-chains.  We  soon,  with  lanterns  in  hand, 
scrambled  on  board.  As  I  was  hurrying  along  the  deck,  I  stepped  on 
some  substance  which  very  nearly  made  me  measure  my  length  on  it.  I 
called  to  Tom  Eockets,  who  was  of  course  near  me,  to  throw  the  light  of 
his  lantern  on  the  spot.  It  was  blood.  There  could  be  no  doubt  of  it. 
The  deck  in  several  places  was  moist  with  the  same,  but  yet  no  one  had 
we  seen.  Aft  there  was  no  one.  The  helm  was  lashed  amidships,  and 
the  ship  was  left  to  steer  herself.  Ordering  a  hand  to  the  wheel,  to  keep 
her  dose  after  the  "  Charon,"  I  again  traversed  the  deck  to  examine  her 
forward.    On  my  way  I  stumbled  over  two  human  forms.    The  light  of 
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the  lantern,  -which  fell  on  their  countenances,  showed  me  that  they  were 
not  EngliBhrnen-rr-dark-bearded,  swarthy  fellows,  dressed  in  true  buccaneer 
style.  I  had  liiile  doubt  that  they  were  pirates,  or  belonging  to  the 
crew  of  one  of  the  Spanish  privateers,  most  of  which  deserved  no  better 
character.  Farther  on  were  two  or  three  English  seamen,  so  they  seemed. 
Here  evidently  had  been  a  desperate  fight,  but  it  was  too  clear  which 
jmrty  had  gained  the  victory.  Two  other  bodies  were  found  locked  in  a 
deadly  embrace — an  English  seaman  and  a  Spaniard.  One  had  been 
endeavouring  to  force  the  other  overboard.  The  Spaniard's  knife  was 
sticking  in  the  Englishman's  throat,  but  the  latter  had  not  died  till  he  had 
strangled  his  antagonist.  A  few  moments  sufficed  to  reveal  this  tale  of 
horror.  I  looked  out  to  endeavour  to  discern  the  pirate.  I  fancied  that 
I  could  make  out  the  sails  of  a  fore  and  aft  vessel  to  leeward,  but  when  I 
'looked  again  I  could  see  nothing  of  them.  I  had  now  to  examine  the 
vessel  below.  I  went  aft  into  the  cabin.  There  also  had  been  a  des- 
perate struggle.  The  master  apparently  had  been  surprised  in  his  cot, 
and  lay  half  out  of  it,  stabbed  to  the  heart.  Several  passengers  had 
sprung  out  of  their  berths,  it  seemed,  and  been  shot  or  stabbed  before 
they  could  reach  the  door  of  the  cabin.  The  mate,  I  judged,  and  two 
other  men  lay  in  a  pool  of  blood  just  inside  the  door.  They  had  retreated 
there,  fighting  for  their  lives.  The  table  and  chairs  were  upset  and 
broken.  One  of  the  pirates  had  fallen,  and  so  hurried  had  been  the 
retreat  of  his  ijompanions  that  they  had  been  unable  to  carry  him  off. 
He  still  breathed  when  I  threw  the  light  of  the  lantern  on  his  face,  but 
the  moment  he  was  moved  he  fell  back  and,  with  a  deep  groan,  died.  I 
searched  through  the  whole  of  the  vessel :  not  a  living  soul  was  found  on 
board.  On  returning  on  deck,  I  again  looked  out  for  the  pirate — not 
that  I  had  much  hopes  of  seeing  her.  AU  appeared  dark  to  leeward,  the 
"  Charon's  "  stem  lanterns  only  being  visible  just  ahead  of  me.  As  I  was 
peering  into  the  gloom,  suddenly  a  bright  light  burst  forth,  as  it  seemed, 
out  of  the  ocean.  Up  it  rose,  increasing  in  size,  a  vast  mass  of  flame  into 
the  air.  I  could  distinguish,  with  the  greatest  clearness,  the  masts  and 
spars  and  canvas  of  a  schooner,  lifting  upwards  high  above  the  surface  of 
the  dark  sea.  Then  they  seemed  to  separate  into  a  thousand  fragments, 
and  to  fall  down  in  showers  of  sparks  on  every  side.  For  a  moment  I 
was  in  doubt  whether  what  I  saw  was  a  reality  or  some  hallucination  of 
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the  mind,  sucli  as  the  imagination  of  a  aleeper  conjures  np,  bnt  from  the 
exclamations  I  heard  around  me  I  was  soon  convinced  that  the  pirate 
crew  who  had  effected  all  the  mischief  we  had  witnessed  had  met  with  a 
sudden  and  just  retribution  for  their  crimes,  and  that  they  and  their 
vessel  had  been  blown  up. 

The  next  morning  a  midshipman  and  ten  men  were  sent  to  lelieve  me, 
and  to  take  charge  of  the  barque,  which  proved  to  be  a  vessel  bound  for 
Bristol  Sad  was  the  tale  she  would  have  to  convey  to  the  wives  and 
families  of  her  officers  and  crew.  On  the  20th  a  signal  of  distress  was 
seen  flying  on  board  one  of  our  convoy.  A  couple  of  boats  were  manned, 
and  I  pulled  away  to  her  assistance.  As  we  got  near  we  saw  the  crew 
waving  to  us,  some  in  the  rigging,  and  some  leaning  over  the  sides.  Her 
boats,  I  concluded,  had  been  knocked  to  pieces  in  a  gale.  At  all  events 
none  were  lowered.  The  people  waved  and  shouted  more  vehemently 
than  ever.  They  had  good  reason  for  so  doing.  I  saw  by  the  way  that 
the  vessel  was  labouring,  and  by  her  depth  in  the  water,  that  she  was  on 
the  point  of  sinking.  Already  she  had  given  one  or  two  ominous  roUs. 
I  cried  out  to  my  men  to  pull  up  alongside  as  fistst  as  they  could.  We 
were  soon  up  to  her.  "Leap,  leap  I"  was  the  shout.  I  was  afraid  that 
the  boats  might  get  foul  of  some  of  the  rigging,  or  be  drawn  into  the 
Yortex.  Kot  a  moment  was  to  be  lost  The  merchantman's  crew  saw 
their  danger,  and  threw  themselves  headlong  over  the  bulwarks.  The 
deck  was  already  almost  awash  with  the  sea.  Some  reached  the  boats 
unhurt,  others  got  much  bruised,  and  two  poor  fellows  plunged  into  the 
water.  One  of  them  sunk  before  we  could  get  hold  of  him,  and  the  other 
we  had  considerable  difficulty  in  saving  from  the  vortex  made  by  the 
foundering  ship. 

"  Shove  off !  shove  off !"  I  had  to  cry  out.  "  Give  way — give  way,  my 
lads!" 

We  had  barely  time  to  get  clear  of  the  vessel  before  she  gave  a  terrific 
roll,  her  stem  lifted,  and  down  she  went^  as  if  dragged  by  some  invisible 
power  towards  the  depths  of  the  ocean.  We  hurried  back  to  the 
''  Chaion,"  without  attempting  to  pick  up  anything,  for  the  weather  was 
coming  on  bad,  and  the  boats  were  already  as  full  as  they  could  hold.  I 
could  not  help  remarking  how  little  the  men  seemed  to  care  for  the  loss  of 
their  ship.     Most  of  them  grumbled  about  losing  their  bags,  but  as  to 
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any  ihonglit  of  gratitude  for  their  preservation,  it  did  not  seem  to  occur 
to  them  that  there  was  any  necessity  for  feeling  it  Had  no  other  ship 
heen  near,  or  had  their  vessel  gone  down  in  the  night,  not  one  of  them 
would  have  heen  saved. 

"  Oh,  they  are  a  precious  rough  lot  are  my  men,"  observed  the  master. 
"  There's  nothing  they  wouldn't  do,  and  nothing  they  care  for." 

I  thought  as  he  spoke  that  he  was  precious  rough  himself,  and  that  it 
was  very  much  owing  to  him,  and  men  like  him,  that  merchant-seamen 
are  so  often  little  better  than  barbarians — ^without  a  thought  of  religion, 
or  a  knowledge  of  a  future  life.  Several  more  days  passed  by,  and  wo 
were  making  good  progress.  I  little  guessed  what  was  in  store  for  us. 
Often,  as  I  kept  my  midnight  watch,  my  thoughts  flew  to  Madeline 
Carlyon,  and  I  delighted  to  picture  to  myself  the  happiness  which  I 
anticipated  when  I  should  one  day  be  united  to  her.  Of  course  I  could 
not  tell  how  or  when  that  was  to  be,  but  I  had  so  often  and  so  long 
dwelt  on  the  subject  that  I  began  to  consider  my  union  with  her  as  a 
settled  thing,  that  was  to  be  a  reality.  Of  one  thing  I  was  most  certain, 
that  she  fully  returned  the  affection  I  had  bestowed  on  her.  I  pictured  to 
myself  how  delightful  it  would  be  to  bring  her  over  to  England  as  my 
wife — to  introduce  her  to  my  father  and  mother  and  my  relations,  and  to 
witness  the  admiration  I  was  certain  they  would  bestow  on  her.  However, 
I  did  not  intend  to  trouble  my  readers  with  a  minute  account  of  my  own 
private  thoughts  and  feelings,  and  yet,  had  I  neglected  to  speak  again  of 
Miss  Carlyon,  I  might  have  been  accused  of  having  heartlessly  forgotten 
one  for  whom  I  had  before  expressed  so  ardent  an  affection.  Most  of  my 
hopes  of  the  successM  termination  of  my  love  were  based,  it  must  be 
remembered,  on  the  fortune  which  floated  within  the  ribs  of  the  huge 
''Leviathan,"  and  then  my  feelings  may  well  be  imagined,  when,  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th  of  February,  I  saw  a  signal  of  distress  flying  on 
board  her.  I  instantly  communicated  the  circumstance  to  Captain 
Luttrell,  who  ordered  all  our  boats  to  go  to  her  aid.  What  was  the 
matter  we  could  not  tell.  Some  thought  a  fire  might  have  broken  out 
among  her  cargo — others  that  she  had  sprung  a  leak.  At  all  events  it 
was  very  evident  that  her  demand  for  relief  was  urgent  The  boats  were 
speedily  lowered.  Several  of  the  merchantmen  were  sending  off  theirs 
also,  and  away  we  pulled  towards  her  as  fast  as  we  could.     I  was  the  first 
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on  board.  I  found  all  the  men  with  their  hags  on  deck,  and  the  ofUccrs 
collected  with  traps  of  all  sorts.  I  did  not  see  the  captain  and  first 
lieutenant.     The  second  lieutenant  I  knew,  and  spoke  to  him. 

"  We  have  been  holding  a  council  of  war,  and  it  has  bfeen  resolved  to 
abandon  the  ship,  as  there  does  not  appear  to  be  the  slightest  prospect  of 
being  able  to  keep  her  afloat  a  day  or  perhaps  an  hour  longer,"  he  remarked, 
with  a  look  in  which  I  thought  that  there  was  some  little  amount  of  shame 
mingled.  "  You  see,  it  would  not  do  to  risk  the  lives  of  the  people,  or 
our  own  either,  on  the  mere  chance  of  keeping  the  old  ship  afloat  a  few 
days  longer  at  most.  The  cargo  they  have  put  into  her  is  more  than  she 
can  carry — that  is  very  evident." 

"  Yes,  indeed — ^that  ought  to  have  been  known  before  !"  I  exclaimed, 
stamping  with  my  foot  vehemently  on  the  deck.  I  could  not  for  the  life 
of  me  lielp  the  action.  "  And  is  this  valuable  cargo  to  be  allowed  to  sink 
to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  without  any  one  straining  a  muscle  to  save  itf 
That  shall  not  be,  and  though  everybody  else  is  afraid  of  remaining  on 
board,  TU  undertake  to  stay  by  her  and  do  my  best  to  keep  her  afloat." 

"  You'll  make  your  offers  to  your  own  captain,  sir,"  said  the  captain  of 
the  "  Leviathan,"  who  just  then  appeared  on  deck.  "  If  he  thinks  fit  to 
accept  them,  he  must  be  answerable  for  your  life.  My  officers  and  I  have 
come  to  the  decision  that  to  remain  on  board  is  certain  destruction.  No 
human  power  can  keep  the  ship  afloat." 

To  all  this  I  of  course  said  nothing.  I  had  been  too  long  a  midshipman 
not  to  know  that  the  less  a  subordinate  differs  with  his  superior  officer 
the  better.  I  therefore  merely  stated  that  the  boats  I  commanded  were 
at  the  captain's  disposal,  to  convey  him  and  his  people  on  board  the 
**  Charon,"  or  any  of  the  vessels  in  the  convoy. 

The  captain,  I  thought,  looked  not  a  little  sheepish,  though  he  tried 
to  brazen  it  out  by  as  pompous  a  manner  as  he  could  assume.  For  want 
of  sufficient  courage  and  energy  he  was  not  only  losing  three  thousand 
pounds,  which  ho  would  have  received  on  arriving  in  England,  but 
allowing  a  number  of  other  people  to  lose  the  hard-won  wealth  which 
might  have  been  theirs.  It  was  a  very  bitter  subject  to  think  of,  I  know. 
The  captain  had  made  up  his  mind  to  abandon  the  ship,  and  accordingly 
every  boat  alongside  as  well  as  their  own  was  filled  with  the  men  and 
their  bags  and  the  officers  and  their  private  efl^ects.     Many  pilsfcrred 
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taking  passages  in  the  moTchantmen  lather  than  be  crovrded  up  and  sub- 
ject to  the  discipline  of  a  man-of-war.  The  captain  of  the  "  Leviathan " 
resolved  on  going  on  board  the  "  Charon,"  and  when  he  got  there  it  struck 
me  that  Captain  Luttrell  received  him  with  an  expression  of  scorn  on 
his  countenance  which  I  thought  he  fully  deserved.  The  men  who  had 
been  in  the  boats  declared  that  from  what  they  saw  of  the  old  ship  she 
would,  with  a  good  crew  on  board,  be  able  to  swim  for  many  a  day  to 
come.  I  of  course  did  not  keep  silence,  but  complained  bitterly  among 
my  shipmates  of  the  cowardice  which  had  caused  so  valuable  a  cargo  to 
be  deserted.  Finding  that  I  could  get  plenty  of  support  I  resolved  to 
ask  Commodore  Luttrell  to  let  me  go  on  board  and  try  and  save  the  cargo. 
When  I  expressed  my  intention  the  whole  ship's  company  begged  that 
they  might  be  allowed  to  go  with  me.  I  told  them  that  I  would  take  as 
many  as  I  could.  The  commodore,  who  had  been  hearing  all  the  reasons 
given  by  the  captain  of  the  ''Leviathan"  for  deserting  her,  at  first  tried 
to  dissuade  me  from  going,  but  when  he  found  that  I  persisted,  in  his 
usual  kind  way  he  told  me  that  I  might  take  fifty  men,  and  that  he 
heartily  wished  me  success  in  my  enterprise.  By  the  time  I  had  selected 
my  crew  and  got  the  boats  in  the  water  it  was  quite  dark.  My  object  was 
to  tiy  and  keep  the  ship  afloat  during  the  nighty  and  in  the  morning  to 
endeavour  to  discover  whore  the  worst  leaks  were  to  be  found.  I  had  but 
two  boats,  so  that  I  could  only  take  part  of  my  crew  at  a  time — the  boats 
were  to  return  for  the  rest  We  shoved  off  with  the  full  intention  of 
saving  the  old  ship.  I  felt  sure  I  could  do  it.  Nol  Grampus  and  Tom 
Eockets  were  with  me,  and  all  were  men  I  knew  I  could  trust.  The  night 
was  somewhat  dark,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  sea  on,  so  that  the 
danger  we  had  to  encounter  was  not  small.  As  we  drew  near  the  aban- 
doned ship  I  saw  that  she  was  tumbling  about  and  rolling  in  a  fearful 
manner.  Even  in  daytime,  when  we  could  have  watched  her  movements 
and  better  calculated  the  proper  moment  to  pull  up  alongside  and  hook 
on,  the  risk  would  have  been  very  great,  and  now  it  was  positively  terrific. 
Kow  the  ship  came  down  with  a  roaring  slush  into  the  sea,  as  if  she  was 
never  coming  up  again,  and  then  suddenly  she  rose  and  away  she  rolled 
over  on  the  other  side,  lifting  hei^  keel  almost  out  of  the  water.  Still  to 
go  back  was  impossible — I  could  not  bring  myself  to  do  it  At  every 
risk  I  detennined  to  get  on  board.     I  watched  anxiously  for  the  moment. 
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She  seemed  to  he  rolling  away  from  us,  and  I  calculated  that  we  should 
have  time  to  spring  on  board  just  as  she  returned. 

"  Kow,  my  lads,  give  way !"  I  sang  out. 

They  did  give  way,  poor  fellows.  A  sea  sent  us  closer  up  alongside 
than  I  expected.  Over  again  rolled  the  vast  lumbering  hull — down — 
right  down  upon  us  it  came.  Oh,  mercy  !  A  cry  of  horror  rose — shrieks 
for  help.  The  boat  was  dashed  to  fragments  and  pressed  under  the  ship's 
bilge.  I  found  myself  struggling  in  the  waves  with  my  poor  fellows 
around  me.  I  made  a  desperate  effort  to  reach  the  main-chains.  Now  I 
was  driven  back,  and  all  I  could  see  was  the  dark  hull  of  the  old  ship 
rolling  above  me,  and  I  seemed  to  be  sinking  down  into  total  darkness. 
Then  the  sea  lifted  me  in  its  rough  embrace  just  as  I  thought  my  last 
moment  had  come,  and  carried  me  right  up  to  the  very  spot  at  which  I 
was  aiming.  My  struggles  had  so  much  exhausted  my  strength  that  I  do 
not  think  I  could  have  grasped  it,  but  a  strong  arm  seized  mine  and  lifted 
me  up,  and  a  voice  I  recognized  as  that  of  Nol  Grampus  exclaimed, — 

"  All  right,  mate,  here  you  are ! " 

Tom  Bockets  had  just  before  reached  the  same  place,  and  together  they 
hauled  me  up  out  of  the  water.  Some  of  the  other  men  had  climbed  up 
by  the  main-chains,  and  others  by  the  mizen-chains ;  but  when  we  all  at 
last  got  on  deck  and  I  began  to  muster  them,  I  found  that  seven  poor 
fellows  were  missing.  There  was  no  time  to  grieve  about  their  loss.  Our 
business  was  to  try  and  get  the  crew  of  the  other  boat — the  jolly-boat — on 
board,  and  to  set  to  work  to  see  if  the  ship  herself  could  be  kept  afloat 
Warning  them  of  what  had  happened,  we  stood  by  with  ropes  to  tell  them 
to  approach  at  the  proper  time.  I  waited  till  the  ship  was  actually  rolling 
over  on  that  side,  and  then  singing  out  to  them  they  got  alongside  just  as 
she  was  on  an  even  keel.  They  were  not  many  momenta  in  scrambling 
on  board.  The  boat's  falls  were  happily  rove,  so  we  hooked  on  and  hoisted 
her  up  out  of  harm's  way.  Kot  a  boat  belonging  to  the  ship  remained,  and 
here  was  I  in  a  sinking  craft,  with  only  twenty-two  men  instead  of  the 
fifty  I  had  expected  to  have  to  stand  by  me— a  dark  night — a  heavy 
sea— a  gale  brewing — not  far  from  an  enemy's  shore — not  that  that 
mattered  much  by-the-bye.  Still,  thinking  about  our  condition  would  do 
no  good— action  was  what  was  required.  My  first  care  was  to  sound  the 
welL     There  were  nine  feet  of  water  in  the  hold.     It  was  no  wonder  she 
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tumbled  about  in  the  strange  way  she  was  doing.  It  was  only  surprising 
that  she  kept  afloat  at  alL  Grampus  proposed  returning  to  the  ''  Charon" 
for  more  people;  but  as  I  thought  very  likely,  when  Captain  Luttrell 
heard  that  so  many  had  been  lost,  he  would  not  allow  any  more  to 
come,  I  would  not  let  him  go.  Besides,  I  had  no  fancy  to  be  left  in  a 
sinking  ship,  without  even  a  boat  to  take  my  people  and  me  off,  should 
she  without  more  warning  go  down.  Instead  of  that  I  made  my  men  a 
speech — a  very  short  one,  though — told  them  that  if  we  set  to  work  with 
a  will  we  might  yet,  without  further  aid,  keep  the  old  "  Leviathan"  at 
the  top  of  the  water  till  the  morning,  when  more  hands  would  come  to 
our  assistance,  and  we  might  probably  save  some  of  the  rich  cargo  on 
board.  They  at  once  saw  the  justness  of  my  remarks,  and  they  knew 
that  the  '^  Charon"  had  no  other  boats  remaining  in  which  the  rest  of 
those  who  had  volunteered  could  come  to  our  assistance.  Accordingly, 
having  trimmed  sails  as  well  as  could  be  done  to  keep  way  with  the 
convoy,  I  ordered  the  pumps  to  be  manned,  and  we  all  set  to  with  a 
will.  Every  one  worked  as  if  they  felt  their  lives  depended  on  it ;  so 
they  did,  I  was  convinced,  for  had  we  relaxed  for  ten  minutes  the  old 
ship  might  have  given  one  plunge  too  much  and  gone  down.  I  took  my 
spell  with  the  rest,  or  rather,  I  may  say,  that  I  and  all  the  rest  laboured 
away  with  scarcely  an  interval  of  rest.  After  two  hours'  hard  pumping 
I  sent  Grampus  to  ascertain  whether  we  had  in  any  way  diminished  the 
water  in  the  hold.  All  we  had  done  was  to  get  it  under  about  a  foot. 
From  the  quantity  of  water  we  had  pumped  out  I  therefore  knew  that 
the  leak  or  rather  leaks  must  be  very  bad  ones.  Still,  if  I  had  had  my 
fifty  men  with  me,  I  should  have  been  able,  I  was  sure,  unless  the  weather 
came  on  very  bad,  to  keep  the  leaks  under.  However,  I  resolved  to  keep 
up  my  own  spirits  and  those  of  the  people  with  me  as  well  as  I  could. 
Kow  and  then  I  shouted  out  a  few  words  of  encouragement,  then  I  sang 
a  few  snatches  of  some  well-known  song,  or  cut  a  joke  or  two  suited  to 
the  taste  of  my  followers.  This  kept  them  in  good  spirits  and  prevented 
them  from  thinking  of  the  dangerous  predicament  in  which  we  were 
placed.  Hour  after  hour  dragged  its  heavy  footsteps  along,  and  often  I 
felt  so  weary  that  I  thought  I  must  throw  myself  down  on  the  deck  and 
give  in.  Then  I  would  take  a  few  minutes'  rest^  sitting  on  a  gun,  and  go 
at  it  again. 
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Everything  contributed  to  make  me  persevere,  and  not  tlie  least,  I  must 
own,  was  my  anger  and  disgust  .at  the  shameful  and  cowardly  way  in 
which  the  ship  had  been  abandoned.  Oh,  how  I  wished  for  daylight  1  and 
yet  daylight  I  knew  was  far  off.  I  kept  Grampus  and  Eockets  near  me 
that  I  might  send  them,  as  might  be  necessary,  to  ascertain  the  state  of 
afiEjEurs  in  different  parts  of  the  ship.  In  a  small  craft  I  might  more  easily 
have  known  what  was  going  forward,  but  in  a  huge  lumbering  ship  like 
the  "  Leviathan  "  I  could  not  tell  what  might  be  occurring.  When  the 
condition  of  a  ship  has  become  desperate,  sailors  have  very  often  broken 
into  the  spirit-room,  and,  getting  drunk,  have  allowed  her  to  sink  with 
them.  I  had  my  fears  that  my  poor  fellows,  when  they  became  weary, 
would  be  guilty  of  some  similar  excess. 

"  Well,  Grampus,  how  is  the  ship  getting  on )"  I  asked,  after  he  had 
returned  from  one  of  the  trips  on  which  I  had  despatched  him. 

''  The  old  craft  is  sucking  in  abnost  as  much  water  as  our  fine  fellows 
drive  out  of  her,  sir,  but  for  all  that  there  isn't  one  of  them  shirking  his 
duty,"  he  answered,  in  a  cheerful  voice.  "If  we  could  have  a  glass  of 
grog  apiece  served  out  among  us,  I  don't  Uiink  as  how  it  would  do  us  any 
harm." 

"  ril  see  to  it,"  I  replied.  "  Here,  give  me  a  spell ;  I'll  get  some  myself 
from  the  spirit-room."  Searching  about  I  found  a  can,  and  lantern  in  hand 
I  descended  to  the  lower  regions  of  the  ship.  As  I  groped  my  way  there, 
the  strange  noises  which  assailed  my  ears — the  creakings,  the  groans,  the 
wash  of  the  water — ^almost  deafened  me.  I  felt  strongly  inclined  to  turn 
back,  for  I  could  not  help  fancying  that  the  ship  was  that  instant  about 
to  go  down.  The  air,  too,  was  dose  and  pestiferous,  as  if  aU  the  foul 
vapours  had  been  forced  up  from  the  inward  recesses  of  the  hold.  She 
continued  pitching  and  rolling  in  a  way  so  unusual  that  I  could  scarcely 
keep  my  legs.  This  was  owing  to  the  unseamanlike  mode  in  which  the 
cargo  had  been  stowed :  indeed,  a  ship  of  war  was  not  calculated  to  carry 
a  cargo  at  all,  in  addition  to  her  own  stores,  water  and  ammunition. 

At  length  I  filled  my  can  and  returned  with  it  on  deck,  filling  it  up  on 
my  way  at  one  of  the  water-casks.  Then  I  went  round  and  served  it  out 
to  the  people,  and  never  was  grog  more  thankfully  received.  It  did  them 
all  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  I  am  certain  that  on  this  occasion,  by  pouring 
the  spirit  down  their  own  throats,  they  were  enabled  to  get  a  great  deal 
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more  of  the  water  out  of  the  shii>.  I  took  very  sparingly  of  it  myself,  for 
I  never  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  much  liquor  of  any  sort,  and  I  felt  the 
vast  importance,  under  present  circumstances  especially,  that  it  was  for 
me  to  keep  my  head  cooL  ^ot  only  on  this  occasion,  but  on  all  others 
did  I  feel  this ;  indeed,  though  the  licence  of  the  times  allowed  a  great 
deal  of  hard  drinking  on  shore,  I  held  the  vice  in  just  abhorrence.  In 
the  navy  especially,  more  men  have  been  ruined  body  and  soul  by 
drunkenness  than  by  any  other  way,  and  many  a  fine  fellow  who  would- 
have  been  an  ornament  to  lus  profession  have  I  seen  completely  lost  to 
it  and  to  his  country  by  giving  way  to  the  vice.  I  will  say  that  I  con- 
sidered it  very  creditable  to  my  fellows  that,  although  they  might  at  any 
time  have  found  their  way  to  the  spirit-room,  they  never  for  a  moment  left 
the  pumps,  and  only  took  the  grog  I  served  out  to  them. 

Even  the  longest  night  must  have  an  end.  It  was  with  no  little  satis- 
fEiction  and  gratitude  also  that  I  hailed  the  first  &int  streaks  of  light  in  the 
eastern  sky.  As  the  light  increased,  and  I  saw  that  we  were  surrounded 
by  a  number  of  vessels,  with  the  '*  Charon  "  at  no  great  distance,  my  spirits 
rose,  and  instead  of  wishing  at  once  to  abandon  the  "Leviathan"  I 
bethought  me  that  it  still  might  be  possible  to  get  some  of  her  cargo  out 
of  her  before  she  went  to  the  depths  below,  if  go  she  musi  Grampus 
agreed  with  me  that  this  object  might  be  effected.  I  signalled  my 
intentions  accordingly  to  the  **  Charon,"  and  very  soon  I  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  the  commodoro  speaking  a  number  of  the  merchantmen. 
They  quickly  replied,  and  he  then  signalled  to  me  to  set  to  work  and  get 
up  the  cargo  as  &st  as  I  could.  I  could  have  wished  to  be  supplied  with 
more  men,  but,  weak-handed  as  I  was,  after  my  faithful  fellows  had  taken 
such  food  as  could  be  found  for  break&st,  wo  set  to  work  and  rigged  tackles 
and  cranes  to  hoist  up  the  indigo  and  sarsaparilla  and  anything  on  which 
we  could  lay  hands.  It  was  heavy  work,  for  the  old  ship  was  still  rolling 
very  much,  and  we  wero  all  pretty  well  knocked  up  with  what  we  had 
gone  through  in  the  night.  The  appearance  of  half  a  dozen  boats  or  more, 
however,  pulling  towards  us  gave  us  fresh  spirits.  We  sang  away  cheerily 
as  we  got  saroon  after  saroon  of  indigo  up  on  deck.  This  was,  however, 
only  part  of  the  labour ;  the  greatest  difficulty  was  to  lower  them  into  the 
boats.  The  wind  fortunately  feU,  and  I  was  able  to  get  up  altogether 
during  the  dayno'lesf  than  123  saroons  of  indigo,  valued  at  sixteen 
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thousand  pomid&  Why  more  assistance  was  not  given  me  I  cannot  say. 
I  do  not  like  to  dwell  on  the  subject  In  the  evening  the  masters 
signalled  to  their  boats  to  return,  and  mj  people  and  I  were  left  alone 
once  more  on  board  the  rotten  old  ship,  with  only  the  jolly-boat  in  which 
to  make  our  escape  should  she  go  down.  As  the  sun  set  the  sky  looked 
very  windy,  and  there  was  considerably  more  sea  than  there  had  been  all 
day.  I  called  Grampus  to  my  councils.  He  agreed  with  me  in  not  at  all 
liking  the  look  of  the  weather.  The  people  were  ready  to  stay  by  me  as 
long  as  I  thought  fit  to  remain  on  board,  but  they  had  already  begun  to 
express  a  wish  to  return  to  the  "  Charon." 

Taking  all  things  into  consideration  I  resolved  to  follow  this  course,  and 
with  a  heavy  heart  ordered  the  people  into  the  jolly-boat.  I  was  the  last  man 
to  quit  the  ship,  and  as  I  went  down  the  side  I  certainly  did  not  expect 
to  see  her  afloat  the  next  morning.  I  had  no  time,  however,  for  senti- 
mental regrets,  for  the  sea  was  getting  up,  the  sky  was  looking  very  wild 
and  windy,  and  darkness  was  fiEist  coming  on.  The  boat  also  was  much 
overcrowded.  We,  however,  left  the  "Leviathan's"  side  without  an 
accident,  and  pulled  slowly  towards  the  "  Charon."  She  lay  across  the 
sea,  and  was  rolling  considerably  when  we  got  near  her.  We  pulled  up 
under  her  quarter.  The  bowman  stood  up,  boat-hook  in  hand,  to  catch  hold 
of  the  rope  hove  to  us,  when,  losing  his  balance,  he  was  pitched  overboard. 
In  vain  his  mates  forward  tried  to  catch  hold  of  him ;  the  next  sea, 
probably,  struck  his  head  against  the  ship's  side,  and  he  sank  from  our 
sight  WhQe  we  were  endeavouring  to  save  him,  indeed,  the  boat  herself 
very  nearly  capsized,  when  probably  all  or  most  of  us  in  her  would  have  lost 
our  lives.  Happily,  however,  as  it  was,  we  managed  to  scramble  on  board, 
and  the  jolly-boat  was  hoisted  up  safe. 

The  commodore,  as  did  my  brother  officers,  complimented  me  very  much 
on  what  I  had  done,  but  as  I  had  been  left  alone,  I  thought  very  unfairly, 
in  my  glory,  I  cannot  say  that  I  valued  their  compliments  at  a  very  high 
rate.  I  knew  that  I  had  done  my  duty  at  all  events,  and  that  was  enough 
for  me.  Captain  Luttrell,  however,  of  his  own  accord  agreed  to  remain 
by  the  "  Leviathan "  till  the  morning,  in  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  get 
more  of  her  cargo  out  of  her.  Out  of  spirits  at  the  loss  of  so  many  poor 
fallows,  and  after  aU  at  having  done  so  little,  I  entered  the  gun-room. 
Supper  was  placed  before  me ;  I  could  scarcely  touch  it     Gretting  rid 
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of  my  wet  clothes,  I  tlirew  myself  at  last  into  my  berth,  and  scarcely  had 
my  head  touched  my  pillow  than  I  was  fast  asleep.  Still  the  thought  of  the 
"  Leviathan  "  haunted  me,  and  I  continued  dreaming  of  the  scenes  I  had 
gone  tlirough  during  the  time  I  had  been  on  board  her.  At  last  I  awoke, 
and,  slipping  on  my  clothes,  found  my  way  on  deck.  There  she  lay — a 
dark,  misty-looking  object — roUing  away  even  more  violently  than  before, 
so  it  seemed  to  me.  Still  she  was  afloat,  and  while  she  remained  above  water 
I  still  had  hopes  of  saving  more  of  her  cargo.  As  I  gazed  at  her  a  strange 
sensation  came  over  me.  I  know  that  I  began  to  talk  loudly  and  to  wave 
my  hands,  and  to  play  all  sorts  of  antics.  How  long  I  was  doing  this  I 
do  not  know,  when  one  of  my  brother  ofiicers  put  his  hand  on  my  shoulder 
and  said,  "  You  have  had  hard  work.  Hurry ;  bed  is  the  best  place  for 
you."  I  let  him  lead  me  below  without  a  word  of  remonstrance.  It  struck 
eight  bells  in  the  morning  watch  when  I  once  more  awoke.  I  hurried  on 
deck ;  the  sky  was  dark  and  lowering — the  leaden  seas  tumbling  about 
with  snow-white  crests,  from  which  the  foam  flew  away  to  leeward,  blown 
by  a  strong  gale,  which  seemed  every  moment  increasing.  We  were 
still  close  to  the  "  Leviathan."  I  kept  gazing  at  her  with  a  sort  of  stupid 
stare  I  dare  say  it  looked  like. 

"  It  will  not  do.  Hurry,"  said  Captain  LuttrelL  "  "We  must  give  it  up, 
I  cannot  risk  your  life  or  those  of  any  of  our  people  on  board  the  old  ship 
again." 

I  was  scarcely  inclined  to  acquiesce  in  his  remark.  I  wanted  to  make 
another  effort  to  save  the  ship,  and  regretted  that  I  had  not  remained  on 
board  all  night.  Just  then  she  made  two  or  three  rolls  heavier  than  usual 
— a  sea  appeared  suddenly  to  lift  up  her  stem — she  made  a  plunge  forward. 
I  watched,  expecting  her  to  rise  again — ^but  no.  It  was  her  last  plunge. 
like  the  huge  monster  from  which  she  took  her  name,  she  dived  down 
beneath  the  waves ;  the  waters  washed  over  her  decks ;  gradually  her 
masts  sank  till  the  pennant  alone  was  to  be  seen  streaming  upwards  for  an 
instant,  till  that  also  was  drawn  down  to  the  depths  of  the  ocean.  I 
could  not  help  uttering  a  groan  of  grief,  not  for  the  wealth  which  I  thus 
saw  engulphed  beneath  the  waves,  but  for  the  destruction  of  all  the  hopes 
I  had  been  so  fondly  cherishing. 

The  signal  was  now  made  for  the  convoy  to  continue  on  their  course. 
The  bad  weather  which  had  been  brewing  now  coming  on,  ship  after  ship 
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parted  company  from  tis,  and  at  length,  after  a  passage  of  six  weeks,  we 
reached  the  Downs  on  the  21st  of  March  without  a  single  one  of  the 
conyoj  with  us.  I  had  been  absent  from  home  just  fire  jears  and  a  half. 
I  had  left  it  a  boy — if  not  in  ago,  in  habits  and  feelings ;  I  had  come 
back  an  officer — bearing  his  Majesty's  commission  as  lieutenant,  with 
ideas  expanded  and  feelings  wonderfully  changed.  Without  any  diffi- 
culty, the  moment  I  applied  for  leave  Captain  Luttrell  granted  it,  and, 
taking  Toin  Eockets  with  me,  I  set  off  immediately  for  London  on  my 
way  to  Falmouth. 
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CHAPTEK  XX. 

Adventares  on  tbe  road.—Welcomed  at  home.— Confess  my  love  for  tbe  little  Rebel.— 
Tom's  grief  for  his  mother's  death. — Hear  of  Captain  Cook's  death. — Visit  to 
London.— The  Gordon  riots. — Encounter  with  the  mob. — Save  an  old  gentleman  in 
his  carriage. — Qive  him  my  name.— Wonder  who  he  can  be. — Join  the  **  Charon," 
Captain  Thomas  Symonds.— Sail  for  West  Indies. 

Sbldoh,  I  suspect^  have  two  rougher-looking  subjects  made  their  appear- 
ance at  an  inn  in  the  great  City  of  London  than  Tom  Eockets  and  I  must 
have  seemed  when  we  arrived  there  hy  the  Deal  heavy  coach  on  the 
evening  of  the  22nd  of  March,  1780.  Our  faces  were  of  the  colour  of 
dark  copper,  and  our  beards  were  as  rough  and  thick  as  holly  bushes, 
while  Tom  sported  a  pig-tail  and  love-locks,  which  he  flattered  himself 
would  prove  the  admiration  of  all  the  belles  in  his  native  village.  They, 
at  all  events,  drew  forth  not  a  few  remarks  from  the  little  errand-boys  in 
the  streets  a£  London,  as  we  heard  such  remarks  as,  ''There  go  two  sea 
monsters  V*  "  Where  can  those  niggers  have  come  jfrom  V  "  Look  there, 
at  that  sailor  man  with  a  bit  of  a  cable  fastened  on  to  his  pole ! "  More  than 
once  Tom  turned  to  try  and  catch  hold  one  of  the  little  jackanapes,  but 
he  was  off  so  fast  down  some  lane  or  other  that  even  Tom  could  not 
overtake  him.  I  advised  him  to  give  up  the  attempt,  and  to  take  their 
impertinence' coolly.  I  kept  Tom  by  me  wherever  I  went,  for  I  felt 
pretty  certain  that^  should  I  once  lose  sight  of  him,  he  might  never  find 
his  way  back  to  me. 

I  cannot  stop  to  describe  all  the  sights  we  saw,  and  the  places  we 
visited  in  the  mighty  metropolis.  The  town  was  talking  a  great  deal  of 
a  duel  which  had  taken  place  the  very  morning  of  our  arrival  in  Hyde 
Park  between  Lord  Shelboume  and  Colonel  Fullerton.  The  quarrel  was 
about  some  reflection  which  the  latter  gentleman  had  cast  upon  his 
lordship.  On  the  second  shot  the  colonel  hit  Lord  Shelboume,  who 
fell  to  the  groimd,  but  the  wound  was  not  considered  dangerous.  I 
bethought  me  of  the  duel  I  had  fought  when  I  was  a  boy,  and  that  these 
two  great  people  were  very  little  wiser  than  I  was  then. 
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As  soon  as  we  could  get  places  in  the  old  coach  we  started  for 
Falmouth,  inteuding  to  visit  the  remainder  of  the  sights  on  our  way- 
back  to  the  ship.  Away  we  rumbled,  one  fine  morning,  on  board  the 
big  coach,  as  Tom  called  ifc,  with  a  guard  behind  well  armed  with  a  huge 
blunderbuss  and  a  brace  of  horse-pistols.  We  stopped  to  change  horses  at 
an  inn  about  thirty  miles  from  London.  A  long  line  of  horses,  with  packs 
on  their  backs,  were  collected  in  front  of  the  stables  to  be  watered. 
Twenty  men  or  so  were  lounging  about,  apparently  belonging  to  them. 
Presently  there  was  a  cry  of  "  The  Custom-house  officers !  the  Custom- 
house officers!"  The  men  ran  up  ^m  aU  directions,  unloosed  the 
halters,  leaped  on  the  backs  of  some  saddle-horses  standing  ready,  and 
the  whole  party  began  to  move  along  the  road.  Thej  had  not  gone 
many  yards  when  another  party  of  horsemen  were  seen  galloping  up 
from  the  direction  in  which  they  were  going.  The  smugglers — for  such 
the  guard  told  us  they  were — turned  round  and  dashed  by  us,  but 
they  were  again  met  by  another  party  of  Custom-house  officers.  Swords 
were  drawn,  pistols  were  fired,  the  bullets  came  flying  about  the  coach, 
greatly  to  the  alarm  of  some  of  the  passengers,  who  cried  out  and  begged 
the  combatants  to  desist.  Our  horses  kicked  and  plunged,  and  nearly- 
upset  the  coach.  Tom  and  I  could  not  help  wishing  to  join  the  skirmish, 
and  had  jumped  off  for  the  purpose,  though  I  had  scarcely  made  up  mj 
mind  with  which  party  to  side,  when  some  of  the  smugglers  threw  down 
their  arms  and  cried  peccavi,  while  the  rest  tried  to  escape  across  the 
country  over  the  hedges  and  ditches.  Some  were  caught,  but  several 
effected  their  escape.  I  was  well  satisfied,  when  I  had  time  to  reflect  on 
the  matter,  that  I  had  not  had  time  to  mix  in  the  affray.  Altogether, 
thirty  horses  were  captured,  as  were  several  of  the  smugglers,  some  of 
whom  were  wounded,  as  were  five  or  six  of  the  horses.  We  were,  when 
passing  through  Devonshire,  attacked  by  a  party  of  highwaymen,  but  they, 
finding  several  anned  men  on  the  top  of  the  coach  who  did  not  look  as 
if  we  would  stand  any  nonsense,  thought  it  was  wiser  not  to  make  any- 
further  attempt  at  robbing  us.  These  trifling  circumstances  were  the 
only  events  which  occurred  to  us  worthy  of  notice  till  we  reached 
Falmouth.  Tom  accompanied  me  to  my  father's  house,  for  I  wanted  to 
show  him  to  them  all,  and  also  to  ascertain  whether  his  mother  was 
living  before  I  let  him  go  home.     We  had  been  so  long  without  hearing 
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that  I  could  not  tell  what  might  have  occrured  during  our  absence ;  my 
knees  positively  trembled  as  I  approached  the  dear  old  red-brick  house, 
and  I  felt  as  if  I  could  scarcely  walk  up  the  flight  of  stone  steps  in  front 
of  it  The  door  was  open.  A  little  child  was  playing  on  the  steps,  and 
when  he  saw  us  he  ran  into  the  house,  crying  out, — 

"  Oh,  Grannie,  Grannie  !  dear  me,  dear  me  !  there  are  two  big  ugly 
blackamoors  a-coming !" 

Tom  made  a  face,  and  looked  at  himself  as  if  he  did  not  much  like 
the  compliment,  though  he  might  have  felt  he  deserved  it  I  should 
have  caught  up  the  little  fellow  and  kissed  him  heartily,  for  I  guessed 
that  he  must  be  one  of  my  dear  sister  Mary's  children,  and  the  first 
kijidred  thing  I  had  seen  for  many  a  long  year.  The  cry  brought  out  a 
neat,  trim  old  lady,  in  a  mob  cap.  She  gave  me  an  inquiring  glance 
through  her  spectacles,  and  then,  hurrying  forward,  caught  me  in  her 
arms  and  kissed  me  again  and  again  on  both  cheeks  in  spite  of  my  huge 
beard  and  whiskers. 

"  My  boy,  my  boy !  you've  come  back  at  last  to  your  old  father  and 
mother,  bless  Heaven  for  it !"  she  exclaimed,  holding  me  at  arms'  length 
to  examine  my  features,  and  then  drawing  me  to  her  again.  Tom  pulled 
off  his  hat,  and  scraped  his  feet,  and  hitched  up  his  trousers,  and  looked 
as  if  he  expected  to  receive  a  similar  welcome.  Poor  fellow  1  his  heart 
yearned,  I  dare  say,  to  have  the  arms  of  hia  own  old  mother  round  his 
neck.  My  mother  looked  at  him  to  inquire  who  he  was,  and  when  I 
told  her,  an  expression  of  sorrow  crossed  over  her  features,  and  I  too 
truly  guessed  that  she  had  some  sad  tidings  for  him.  She,  however, 
summoned  a  maid-servant,  to  whom  she  whispered  a  few  words,  and 
then  told  her  to  take  him  into  the  kitchen  and  make  him  comfortable. 
My  father  was  out,  but  while  I  was  sitting  in  the  parlour  I  heard  him 
come  in.  My  mother  went  out  to  tell  him  that  I  had  arrived,  and  he 
came  hurrying  in  with  steps  far  more  tottering  than  was  formerly  his 
wont.  He  wrung  my  hand  with  both  of  his  for  more  than  a  minute. 
From  the  tremulous  motion  of  his  fingers,  and  the  tone  of  his  voice  and 
his  general  appearance,  with  sorrow  I  observed  that  he  was  much  broken 
and  aged.  Still  his  playful  humour  had  not  deserted  him,  and  he  soon 
began  to  amuse  himseK  by  cutting  jokes  on  my  swarthy  features  and 
unshorn  visage.    Mary's  little  boy,  Jack,  in  a  very  short  time,  became 


Digitized  by 


Lioogk 


333  HURRICANE  HURRT. 

perfectly  reconciled  to  my  looks,  and  came  and  sat  on  my  kneo  and  lot 
me  dance  him  and  ride  him,  and  listened  eagerly  to  the  songs  I  sang 
him  and  the  stories  I  told.  Though  I  had  not  had  a  child  in  my  hands 
for  I  don't  know  how  many  years,  it  all  came  naturally,  and  the  little 
chap  and  I  became  great  friends.  Only  my  sistw  Jane,  the  one  just 
above  me  in  age,  was  at  home.  All  my  brothers  were  scattered  about, 
some  in  England,  others  in  different  parts  of  the  world  seeking  their 
fortunes.  I  was  in  a  great  hurry  to  talk  to  Jane  about  Madeline.  I 
knew  that  she  would  sympathize  with  me.  I  had  not  written  home  a 
word  about  her,  for  I  knew  that  it  would  never  do  to  say  that  I  had 
fallen  in  love  with  the  daughter  of  a  rebel,  as  my  feelings  and  motives 
and  reasons  would  not  fail  to  be  misunderstood.  I  thought  that  I  would 
first  interest  Jane,  and  then  that  we  could  win  over  my  mother  to  listen 
to  what  we  had  to  say,  and  then  that  my  father  would  easily  be  brought 
round.  Of  course  I  knew  that  two  important  events  must  occur  before 
anything  I  could  say  or  do  would  be  of  any  use.  The  abominable  war 
between  England  and  the  United  States  must  cease,  and  I  must  become 
possessed  of  a  competence  to  support  a  wife  as  I  felt  Madeline  ought  to 
be  supported. 

I  had  not  been  long  in  the  house  before  the  news  of  my  arrival  had 
spread  among  our  friends  and  neighbours.  Many  came  in  to  see  the 
long-absent  sailor,  as  the  ladies  called  me,  and  some  to  inquire  about 
their  relatives,  my  old  shipmates  and  comrades.  Of  too  many,  un- 
happily, I  could  give  but  a  bad  account  Some  had  died  of  fever,  others 
had  been  killed  fighting  with  the  enemy,  and  many,  knocked  up  by  hard 
work  and  disease,  would,  I  thought,  never  return,  or,  if  they  found  their 
way  home,  it  would  be  but  to  die.  I  tried,  however,  to  make  the  best  of  all 
the  accounts  I  had  to  give,  but  I  strained  my  conscience  not  a  little  at 
times  to  do  so.  This  was  a  moral  cowardice,  I  own.  I  could  not  stand 
the  tears  and  sorrowful  faces  of  friends  when  I  would  have  wished  to 
have  had  smiles  and  laughter.  Still  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
truth  should  be  spoken  on  all  occasions,  and  I  should,  at  every  cost,  have 
had  it  out  at  once.  After  all,  the  worst  was  to  have  to  tell  poor  Tom 
that  his  mother  was  dead.  For  the  life  of  me  I  could  not  do  it,  so  I  got 
Jane  to  go  and  break  the  sad  news  to  him.  I  knew  that  the  good  girl 
would  do  it  as  gently  as  it  could  be  done.     She  screwed  up  her  courage. 
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and  went  into  the  kitchen  and  sat  down,  and  began  to  tell  him  how  she 
was  always  talking  o^  him,  and  hoping  that  he  was  a  good  lad,  and  then 
how  ill  she  had  heen.     At  last  Tom  got  np, — 

''Oh,  Miss  Jane  I''  said  he,  almost  choking,  ''I  know  by  yonr  looks 
what  you  are  going  to  tell  me.  Bless  yon  for  your  kindness.  The  old 
lady  has  gone  to  heaven ;  that's  it,  I  know.  She  was  a  good  mother  to 
me,  and  I  don't  care  who  knows,  I  would  sooner  by  half  have  died 
myself.     Bless  you,  miss !  •  Bless  you,  miss !" 

Then  Tom  sat  down,  and,  putting  his  hands  on  the  kitchen  table,  hid 
his  fEtce  in  them,  and  by  the  working  of  his  brawny  shoulders  I  knew 
how  much  he  was  affected.  We  left  him  to  the  care  of  our  old  cook, 
Betsy  Treggle,  who,  we  knew,  could  minister  to  his  sorrow  better  than 
we  could,  and  returned  into  the  parlour. 

"  Sailors  have  got  hearts,  I  see,"  observed  my  mother. 

''  I  should  think  so,  mother,"  said  I ;  "  the  sea  does  not  wash  them 
away ;  and  yet  there  isn't  a  braver  fellow  ever  stepped  the  deck  of  a  ship 
than  the  same  Tom  Bockets,  who  seems  to  be  almost  pumping  his  heart 
out  yonder." 

Then  I  gave  them  all  an  account  of  his  adventure  at  the  taking  of 
San  Eemando  D'Omoa,  when  he  handed  the  Spanish  officer  a  cutlass  to 
fight  with  him.  In  the  first  few  days  I  was  at  home  I  was  made  more 
of  than  I  ever  had  been  before  in  my  life.  Tom  stayed  on  with  us. 
He  had  now  no  home  to  go  to — no  friends  for  whom  he  cared.  He  re- 
covered his  spirits  and  became  as  great  a  lion  among  his  class  as  I  was 
among  mine — ^indeed,  I  suspect  a  far  greater,  as  he  made  more  than  I  could 
of  all  the  adventures  he  had  gone  through,  and  was  eager  to  tell  about 
The  days  passed  by  very  pleasantly,  but  I  felt  a  weight  oppressing  me, 
and  could  not  rest  till  I  had  unburdened  my  mind  to  Jane  about 
Madeline  Carlyon.  At  last  I  got  her  alone  quietly,  and  told  her  all 
that  had  happened  from  beginning  to  end,  and  all  my  hopes  and  fears 
and  wishes.  She  listened  attentively.  Her  countenance  changed  its 
expression  frequently  as  I  went  on.  I  looked  at  her  earnestly  to  try  and 
discover  what  she  thought. 

**  Oh,  brother,"  she  exclaimed  at  last,  ''  I  doubt  not  that  she  is  a  dear 
charming  girl.  I  doubt  not  that  you  love  her,  and  that  she  is  deserving 
of  your  love^  but  she  is  the  daughter  of  a  rebeL     She  is  living  among 
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rebels ;  she  will  not  leave  them ;  but  for  you  to  go  to  them,  to  wed  with 
her  would  assuredly  bring  dishonour  and  disgrace  upon  your  name." 

'*  Why,  Jane,  I  did  not  expect  you  to  speak  thus,"  I  exclaimed.  "You 
are  hard  upon  me.  I  would  not  wish  to  go  and  live  with  rebels ;  but  the 
Americans  will  not  be  rebels  much  longer.  We  are  pressing  them  hard 
by  land  and  sea,  and  they  will  soon  come  to  terms.  If  they  do  not  give 
in  I  think  we  shall  give  up,  for  everybody  is  heartily  sick  of  the  war. 
Nobody  is  gaining  anything,  and  everybody  is  losing  by  it  Fighting  the 
French  and  the  Spaniards  is  a  very  different  thing.  Everybody  feels 
that.     It's  all  natural,  you  know." 

"  I'm  sure  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  war  is  over,"  said  Jane, 
with  a  sigh,  "  but  surely  the  Americans  must  be  very  wicked  people  to 
behave  as  they  have  done  to  their  lawful  sovereign  King  George." 

**  They  say  that  he  has  been  a  very  ill-advised  King  to  behave  as  he 
has  done  to  them,"  I  replied.  "  You  see,  dear  Jane,  that  there  are  two 
sides  to  every  question ;  but  do  not  let  us  discuss  that  matter  just  now. 
You'll  say  that,  for  the  sake  of  Madeline  Carlyon,  I  am  siding  too  much 
with  the  Americans,  but  that  is  not  the  reason.  I  have  been  on  the 
spot.  I  know  the  feelings  of  both  sides.  I  have  seen  how  things  have 
been  managed.  I  am  sure  the  war  can  bring  no  honour  or  profit  to 
England,  and  I  heartily  wish  that  it  was  ended  one  way  or  the 
other." 

"  So  do  I,  brother,  believe  me,"  said  Jane  warmly;  "and  then,  if  Miss 
Carlyon  is  all  you  describe  her,  I  for  one  will  cordially  welcome  her  as 
a  sister  if  you  can  persuade  her  to  come  over  here  to  visit  your  kith 
and  kin." 

I  jumped  up  and  gave  Jane  a  hearty  kiss  when  she  said  this. 

"  Just  like  my  own  good  sister,"  said  I  at  the  same  time,  and  in  a 
moment  I  pictured  to  myself  the  happiness  which  would  be  mine,  when 
perhaps  in  that  very  room  I  might  be  introducing  Madeline  to  my  family. 
I  forgot  that  I  was  still  a  poor  lieutenant — that  the  wealth  I  had  so  nearly 
possessed,  and  had  fought  so  hard  to  obtain,  had  gone  to  the  bottom  in 
the  old  "  Leviathan  " — ^that  I  had  saved  but  a  few  hundred  pounds  of  prize 
money — that  England  and  the  American  States  were  still  actively  engaged 
in  war — that  the  Atlantic  still  rolled  between  her  and  me,  and  that  her 
kindred  would  probably  exert  theii  influence  to  make  her  give  up  all 
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thouglits  of  one  fighting  on  the  side  of  their  enemies.  I  was  young,  and 
hope  was  hright,  and  difEculties  and  impediments  were  speedily  kicked 
away.  Before  another  day  Jane  and  I  were  talking  away  as  if  my 
marriage  with  Madeline  Carlyon  was  a  settled  thing.  At  last  we  told 
our  mother,  dear  old  sonl !  She  didn't  see  how  it  could  be  exactly,  but 
then  that  was  her  fault ;  and  though  she  used  to  have  some  idea  formerly 
that  the  Americans  were  red,  and  wore  leathern  cloaks  and  petticoats 
covered  with  beads  and  feathers,  and  painted  their  faces,  yet,  as  I 
assured  her  that  Miss  Carlyon  M'^as  quite  fair,  and  spoke  English  like  an 
English  girl,  she  would  be  very  glad  to  receive  her  as  a  daughter,  and  for 
my  sake  love  her  very  much.  The  toughest  job  was  to  tell  my  father. 
I  was  half  afraid  how  he  would  take  the  matter.  He  did  not  scold  me, 
or  say  I  had  been  acting  foolishly,  but  merely  smiled  and  remarked  that 
he  had  heard  of  midshipmen  falling  in  love  before,  and  that  he  had  no 
doubt  that  Miss  Carlyon  was  a  very  charming  young  lady;  but  that  when 
I  brought  her  over  as  my  wife  he  shoidd  be  able  to  pronounce  a  more 
decided  opinion  on  the  matter.  There  was,  however,  a  touch  of  irony  in 
his  tone  which  I  did  not  altogether  like.  However,  he  used  after  that 
to  listen  very  patiently  when  we  were  all  talking  about  her,  and  I 
flattered  myself  began  to  take  an  interest  in  my  project.  The  days  flew  by 
very  rapidly.  I  was  invited  out  everywhere,  and  became  quite  a  lion,  not 
only  because  I  had  been  in  so  many  engagements  and  storms  and  dangers 
of  all  sorts,  and  had  had  so  many  hair-breadth  escapes,  but  more  especially 
because  I  had  actually  seen  and  conversed  with  General  Washington.  The 
young  ladies,  however,  looked  upon  me  as  a  very  insensible  sort  of  a  per- 
son, especially  for  a  naval  officer,  and  could  not  in  any  way  make  me  out. 
Of  course,  neither  Jane  nor  my  mother  and  father  said  a  word  about  Miss 
Carlyon,  and  so  we  let  them  wonder  on  till  I  believe  that  I  completely  lost 
my  character  among  them.  Six  weeks  thus  passed  rapidly  away.  The 
time  thus  spent  was  interesting  to  me,  but  no  events  occurred  of  sufficient 
importance  to  describe  to  my  readers.  My  regular  employment  was  to 
search  the  public  papers  for  news  from  America,  to  see  how  affairs  were 
going  in  that  country ;  and  though  most  naval  officers  would  have  been 
anxious  for  a  continuance  of  the  war,  my  great  wish  was  to  discover  sigiia 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  its  being  brought  to  a  conclusion.  Since 
I  had  known  Captain  Cook  I  had  always  taken  great  interest  in  his 
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adyenturee,  -and  just  now  the  sad  news  arrived  of  his  death  on  the  island 
of  Hawaii,  one  of  a  group  of  newly-discovered  islands  ip  the  Pacific  Ooean 
tailed  ibfi  Sandwich  Islands.  Four  of  his  marines  were  killed  at  the  same 
time. .  At  first  the  natives  treated  him  and  his  people  as  divinities,  but  on 
some  misunderstanding  they  furiously  set  upon  Captain  Cook,  and  killed 
him  with  their.  <9luh8  as  he  was  retreating  to  his  boat.  The  "  Eesolutiou" 
imd  "  Bidcovery  - '  -procadded  on  their  voyage  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Clerke,  but.be  soon  after  dying  at  sea,  Mr.  King  took  command 
of  the  expedition.  Captain  Gierke  was  a  very  gallant  fellow.  I  knew 
Jiim  well. 

At  last  my  leave  was  >  nearly  up,  and  I  had  to  set  off  to  rejoin  my  ship, 
allowing  myself  a  few  days  to  spend  in  London.  Jane  advised  me  to  stop 
at  Bristol  to  visit  our  .gneat-uncle,  Sir  Hurricane  Tempest^  but  I  replied 
that  I  did  not  think  the  old  gentleman  would  care  about  seeing  me^  and 
I  certainly  should  not  find  any  pleasure  in  seeing  him. 

'^  YoH  don't  know,"  she  answered,  laughing ;  ^*  he  might  take  a  fancy 
to  you  and  make  yQu  his  heir.  He  has  asked  me  to  viait  him,  and  I  think 
I  will  some  of  these  days." 

"  I  hope  that  you  will,  Jane,  dear/'  said  L  **  You  are  far  more  likely 
to  win  an  old  man's  heart  than  I  am.  I  am  as  likely  to  become  his  heir 
as  Sultan  of  the  Turks." 

Jane  still  farther  uiged  the  point,  but  I  only  laughed  and  went  on  to 
London  without  stopping  to  see  him. 

On  arriving  in  London,  accompanied  by  Tom  Eockets,  I  went  to  the 
house  of  a  relative  of  ours  in  Bloomsbury  Square,  one  of  the  most  fashion- 
able and  elegant  quarters,  of  London.  He  and  his  wife  were  very  grand 
people,  but  they  had  a  fancy  for  patronizing  celebrities  small  and  great, 
and  having  by  some  chance  heard  that  I  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  service, 
and  could  talk  about  what  I  had  seen,  they  bj^ed  I  would  come  and  see 
ihem,  and  make  their  hovm  my  home.  I  took  them  at  their  word,  though  I 
think  they  were  aomewhob  astonished  when  Tom  and  I  arrived  in  a  coach 
with  our  traps  stored  inside  and  out  of  it.  They  looked,  at  all  events,  as 
if  I  had  tumbled  ftom  the  moon.  However,  I  made  myself  perfectly  at 
.  home,  and  we  soon  became  great  friends.  I  was  on  the  point  of  leaving 
.  them  when  a  lettep  reached  me  from  Captain  Luttrell,  prolonging  my 
leave,  and  I  found  that  I  might  have  remained  three  weeks  longer  at 
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home.  When  they  heard  of  ii^  they  moat  kindly  invited  me  to  remain  on 
with  them.  I  amused  myself  pretty  well,  after  I  had  seen  all  the  sights 
of  London,  by  wandering  about  and  examining  the  outside,  as  it  were,  of 
the  huge  metropolis.  One  of  the  places  at  which  I  found  myself  was  the 
suburb  of  Tyburn,  to  the  north  of  Hyde  Park.  It  was  a  considerable 
distance  from  London  itself,  and  well  it  might  be,  for  here  was  the  place 
of  execution  of  all  ordinaiy  malefactors.  One  day  I  was  passing  this  spot 
when  I  saw  four  carts  approaching.  In  each  of  them  were  three  persons 
sitting,  with  their  arms  closely  pinioned.  On  each  side  of  the  carts  rode 
public  officers,  the  sheriffs,  city  marshals,  the  ordinary  of  Newgate,  and 
others.  I  asked  a  bystander  where  they  were  going  and  what  was  to  be 
done  to  them,  for  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  that  I  was  near  Tyburn. 

"  Why,  of  course,  they  are  all  going  to  be  hung,"  was  his  reply.  "  We 
are  pretty  well  accustomed  to  such  sights  about  here." 

"  Are  they  all  murderers  ?"  I  asked,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  they  were 
a  gang  of  pirates. 

**  No— oh  no  ! "  said  my  friend.  "  They  are  mostly  guilty  of  robbery, 
though.  You  will  hear  what  they  have  to  say  for  themselves  before  they 
are  turned  off.     I  will  learn  for  you,  if  you  have  a  curiosity  to  know.** 

He  went  away,  and  soon  returned  with  a  paper  on  which  were  written 
the  names  of  the  malefactors  and  their  crimes.  One  had  stolen  some 
wearing  apparel ;  another  had  robbed  a  gentleman  of  his  watch  on  the 
highway  ;  a  third  had  purloined  some  silks  and  ribbons  from  u  shop,  an  1 
so  on.  None  of  the  crimes,  that  I  remember,  were  attended  with  violence. 
and  most  of  the  criminals  were  mere  lads,  from  seventeen  to  twenty  years 
of  age,  and  only  one  or  two  above  it     I  remarked  this  to  my  companion. 

"  Yes,"  he  observed.     "  The  older  ones  are  too  knowing  to  be  caught." 

The  poor  lads  seemed  terribly  agitated  and  cast  down  at  their  approach- 
ing &te,  and  shed  abundance  of  tears.  One  after  the  other  was  led  up  to 
the  fatal  drop  and  cast  off.  I  could  not  stop  to  see  the  end,  but  hurric  1 
away.  I  had  seen  hundreds  of  my  fellow-creatures  die,  but  I  hoped  that 
I  might  never  again  see  any  put  to  death  as  these  were.  After  this  I  went 
down  to  Chatham  to  see  how  the  ship  was  getting  on,  and  then  returned 
to  London.  I  found  the  city  in  a  complete  state  of  uproar  and  confusioa 
It  was  on  a  Friday,  the  2nd  of  June,  when  Tom  and  I  made  our  way 
towards  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  for  I  had  heard  that  Lord  George  Gordon 
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-was  going  with  a  large  body  of  people  to  present  a  protest  against  the 
repeal  of  any  of  the  penal  laws  against  the  Eoman  Catholics.  I  wanted 
to  see  the  fun.  There  must  have  heen  twenty  thousand  people  at  least, 
who  arrived  in  three  different  bodies  before  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
Here  they  behaved  very  orderly,  and  dispersed  after  being  addressed  by 
some  of  the  magistrates ;  but  the  mob  in  other  places  broke  out  into  all 
sorts  of  excesses,  and  as  we  went  home  we  found  them  busily  employed  in 
demolishing  a  Eomish  Chapel  in  Duke  Street,  near  Lincoln's  Inn.  Fields. 
They  hauled  out  all  the  ornaments,  and  what  they  thought  of  no  value 
they  trampled  under  foot,  but  the  rest  they  made  off  with.  Several  houses, 
either  belonging  to  Eomanists,  or  inhabited  by  persons  supposed  to  be 
favourable  to  them,  we  saw  completely  gutted.  The  same  sort  of  work 
went  on  for  several  days.  At  last  I  got  so  completely  mixed  up  with  one 
of  the  mobs  that  I  could  not  get  &eo  of  them. 

^'Here,  you  look  a  likely  man  to  lead  us  !"  exclaimed  a  fellow  standing 
near  me.    "  Where  shall  we  go  next  V* 

I  did  not  answer  him,  but  endeavoured  to  get  away.  This  did  not 
suit  him. 

"  What  does  the  captain  say  V*  he  exclaimed. 

"  To  Sir  George  Saville's,  to  Sir  George  Saville's  ! "  cried  some  one. 

"  Hurrah  for  Sir  Greorge  Saville's  in  Leicester  Fields !  He  was  the  very 
man  who  brought  the  Eomish  Bill  into  Parliament.  Down  with  his 
house,  down  with  it !"  shouted  another  fellow.  "Lead  on,  captain — 
lead  on!" 

I  at  once  saw  that  this  was  a  trick  that  the  real  leader  of  the  mob 
might  be  screened.  I  was  determined  to  escape  or  I  might  be  ruined.  I 
told  Tom  to  keep  his  eye  on  me,  and  to  follow  my  movements.  The 
mob  began  to  move  on,  destroying  one  or  two  houses  on  their  way.  We 
at  last  passed  the  entrance  to  a  narrow  lane.  Leaping  aside,  I  darted 
down  it.  Tom  followed.  None  of  the  mob  missed  me.  I  had  got  some 
way  along  the  lane  when  a  big,  ill-favoured-looking  fellow  rushed  out  of 
a  house  with  a  thick  stick  in  his  hand,  evidently  with  the  intention  of 
joining  the  rioters.  Seeing  a  gentleman,  and  probably  thinking  I  was 
a  Eomanist  escaping  from  the  mob,  he  immediately  turned  on  me  and 
aimed  a  blow  at  my  head.  I  was  just  turning  a  corner,  and  he  did  not 
see  Tom  Eockets,  but  Tom  saw  him,  and  with  a  stroke  of  his  £st  felled 
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him  to  tlie  ground.  Some  other  persons  in  the  neighbouring  houses  saw 
the  transaction,  and  the  fellow  quickly  recovering  there  was  a  hue  and 
cry  made  after  us,  the  people  rushing  from  their  doors  just  as  dogs  are 
seen  to  run  out  from  their  kennels  yelping  and  barking  when  a  stranger 
cur  passes  through  the  village. 

As  we  were  imarmed  we  could  do  nothing  to  defend  ourselves,  and 
had  to  trust  to  our  heels  for  safety.  Our  pursuers  were  very  likely,  I 
knew,  to  tear  us  in  pieces  without  asking  any  questions,  and  before  we  had 
time  to  explain  who  we  were.  I  never  ran  fester  in  my  life.  How  we 
were  to  escape  them  I  could  not  telL  On  we  went :  'I  sang  out  to  Tom 
to  stick  by  me,  for  if  I  should  lose  him  I  was  afraid  he  might  never 
find  his  way  home  again.  "We  were  distancing  our  pursuers.  I  made  as 
many  turns  as  I  could,  so  as  to  cause  them  to  lose  the  scent ;  but  there 
were  knowing  fellows  among  them,  and  I  conclude  that  they  found  as 
great  an  interest  in  the  chase  as  a  foxhunter  does  when  following  the 
hounds.  At  last  I  saw  before  me  a  large  mob.  There  is  safety  in 
numbers,  I  thought  to  myself,  so  I  called  to  Tom  to  dash  in  among  them. 

"  Hurrah  !  hurrah  !    have  you  caught  the  fellow  1"  I  sang  out. 

**  NOf  he's  slipped  out  of  his  kennel,  but  we'll  take  care  that  he  does 
not  burrow  in  it  again,"  replied  some  of  the  people. 

I  guessed  that  they  referred  to  the  unfortunate  inmate  of  the  mansion 
into  which  numbers  of  them  were  forcing  their  way,  while  pictures, 
books,  and  pieces  of  furniture  were  being  thrown  out  of  the  windows.  I 
pretended  to  be  very  eager  to  get  into  the  house,  but  making  my  way 
round  on  the  opposite  side,  followed  by  Tom,  we  got  free ;  and  when  I 
looked  back  I  saw  that  no  one  was  following  us.  We  now  walked  along 
as  composedly  as  we  could,  but  it  was  not  without  difficulty  that  we 
found  our  way  into  Bloomsbury  Square.  As  we  got  there  we  saw  a  mob 
following  at  our  heels,  and  we  naturally  thought  they  were  after  us.  We 
had  to  run  for  it  to  reach  my  relative's  house.  On  came  the  mob.  One 
of  the  finest  houses  in  the  square  belonged  to  my  Lord  Mansfield.  They 
rushed  towards  it,  and  began  thundering  at  the  door.  They  soon  broke 
it  open,  and  in  they  poured.  In  an  instant  the  place  became  the  scene 
of  the  most  dreadful  havock  and  destruction.  Again  did  I  see  pictures, 
clothes,  books,  furniture  of  the  richest  sorts  ruthlessly  destroyed.  I 
could  scarcely  have  supposed  that  the  work  could  have  been  done  so 
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rapidly.  Then  the  most  daring  of  the  raffians  broke  into  the  wiAe-eeUar, 
and  we  saw  tliem  coming  out  wi&  bottles  and  jugs  and  glasses,  and 
distributing  the  rich  liquor  to  the  rabble  outside. 

What  had  become  of  my  lord  and  his  lady  all  this  time  we  could  not 
tell ;  we  had  great  fears  that  they  had  fallen  victims  to  the  blind  fury 
of  the  ignorant  populace.  I  wanted  to  go  out,  but  my  relative  would 
not  let  me.  What  the  drunken  mob  might  next  have  done  I  do  not 
know,  when  a  fiesh  party  were  seen  entering  the  square ;  but  they  were 
a  body  of  the  royal  guards  with  a  magistrate  at  their  head.  He  boldly 
approached  the  mob,  and,  halting  the  soldiers  at  no  great  distance  from 
them,  began  to  read  the  Eiot  Act.  He  finished  it  without  faltering,  the 
mob  continuing  as  before  their  work  of  destruction.  "  Men,''  he  shouted, 
"  I  have  warned  you«  I  am  going  to  give  the  order  to  the  troops  to  fire 
if  you  do  not  desist.  Once  again  I  warn  you — ^your  blood  be  on  your 
own  heads — ^Fire ! " 

No  sooner  was  the  fiital  command  given  than  the  soldiers  levelled 
their  muskets  and  let  fly  in  among  the  rabble.  Several  fell ;  there  were 
shrieks  and  cries  and  curses ;  but  the  people  were  too  eager  in  their 
thirst  for  plunder  to  be  driven  off  £rom  the  work  they  had  in  hand« 
Again  the  order  was  given  to  fire ;  but  the  humane  magistrate  ordered 
the  troops  to  fire  over  the  heads  of  the  people.  Some  on  this  began  to 
move  off,  but  others  continued  their  task  of  plunder  and  destruction. 
Ko  one  thought  of  attacking  the  soldiery.  It  showed  the  class  of  people 
composing  the  rioters  ~  the  very  scum  of  the  populace.  This  last  fire  of 
course  did  not  produce  any  effect,  and  the  mob  began  to  proceed  to  greater 
extremities,  and  set  fire  both  to  the  outhouses  and  stables,  as  also  to  tiie 
mansion  itself  when  they  had  possessed  themselves  of  everything  they 
thought  of  value.  Only  after  repeated  volleys  from  the  soldiery  were 
they  driven  off,  and  not  till  they  had  completed  the  work  of  destruction 
they  had  commenced.  This  did  not  take  them  long,  and  at  last,  several 
of  their  number  having  fallen,  a  panic  seized  them,  and  away  they 
went  helter-skelter  in  every  direction  out  of  the  square.  I  could  not 
resist  the  temptation  of  sallying  out  to  see  what  they  would  next  do,  in 
spite  of  the  warnings  of  my  relative,  who  advised  me  to  keep  in  the 
house.  I  laughed  at  the  idea  of  there  being  any  danger,  and  said  that 
Tom  and  I  would  veiy  soon  be  back  again. 
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The  tioops  stood  their  ground  in  readiness  to  maieh  in  any  direction 
to  which  they  might  be  sent  Some  of  the  mob  went  ofif  towards  the 
east,  and  I  went  after  themi  hearing  that  they  were  about  to  attack  some 
of  the  prisons,  and  having  a  fancy  to  see  how  they  would  proceed  about 
the  undertaking.  Tom  and  I  had  gone  about  half  a  mile  or  more,  when, 
coming  aloi^  a  street  which  crossed  that  we  were  in,  I  saw  a  coach 
driving  somewhat  iast.  Some  of  the  rioters  saw  it  also,  and  some  seizing 
the  horses'  heads,  others  proceeded  to  open  the  door,  crying  out  that  the 
person  inside  was  a  papist  escaping  from  justice. 

*'  FapiBt  1  I  am  no  papist,''  cried  out  an  old  gentleman  from  the  into- 
rior;  'Uet  my  carriage  proceed  on,  scoundrels,  or  I'll  break  some  of  your 
heads  for  you." 

This  threat  had  no  effect ;  indeed,  from  the  appearance  of  the  fellows 
I  had  no  doubt  that  their  only  object  in  attacking  the  carriage  was  for 
the  sake  of  robbing  the  inmate.  I  had  this  time  taken  care  to  come  out 
provided  with  a  stout  bludgeon  and  a  sword.  I  knew  pretty  well  the 
sort  of  coward  hearts  to  be  found  in  that  sort  of  gentry,  so  telling  Tom 
what  I  proposed  doing,  I  sang  out  '*  To  the  rescue  !  to  the  rescue  !— off, 
scoundrels,  off ! "  and,  drawing  my  sword,  I  rudied  furiously  at  them,  as 
if  I  had  twenty  stout  fellows  at  my  back.  The  desired  effect  was  pro- 
duced. They  did  not  stop  to  see  who  was  coming,  but  took  to  their 
heels  and  left  the  carriage  free.  I  assisted  back  the  old  gentleman,  who 
had  been  dragged  half  out  of  it,  and,  shutting  the  door,  told  the  coachman 
to  drive  on  as  hard  as  he  could  go. 

**  Stop,  stop  !  I  want  to  know  your  name,  yoimg  man,  to  thank  you 
for  your  bravery,"  exclaimed  the  old  gentleman  vehemently. 

"  Hurricane  Hurry,  at  your  service,  sir,  a  lieutenant  in  his  Majesty's 
Kavy,"  I  answered.  "  I  hail  from  Falmouth,  sir — but  I  won't  stop  you, 
sir,  the  mob  are  coming  back,  and  to  a  certainty  they  won't  let  you  off 
as  easily  as  before.  Drive  on,  coachman,  drive  on  for  your  life :  I  can 
tackle  them  if  they  attack  me." 

The  coachman  needed  no  second  warning,  but,  lashing  on  his  horses, 
drove  furiously  along  the  street,  though  the  old  gentleman  put  his  head 
out  of  the  coach  window  and  ordered  him  to  stop,  as  he  had  another 
word  to  say  to  me,  and  wanted  me  to  get  into  the  coach  with  him.  I 
would  gladly  have  done  as  he  desired,  as  there  was  no  object  in  exposing 
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myself  and  Tom  to  the  fury  of  the  mob,  and  was  running  after  the 
coach,  when,  looking  over  my  shoulder,  I  saw  some  of  the  ruffians  so 
close  on  my  heels  that  I  was  obliged  to  turn  round  and  defend  myself,  or 
I  might  have  received  a  knock  on  the  head  which  would  probably  have 
quieted  me  for  ever.  Knowing  that  there  was  nothing  like  a  sudden 
onslaught,  I  turned  suddenly  round,  and,  seconded  by  Tom,  made  so 
furious  an  onslaught  on  the  scoundrels  that  they  one  and  all  fled,  as  if  a 
body  of  dragoons  were  upon  them.  The  old  gentleman,  who  was  still 
looking  out  of  the  window,  calling  first  to  the  coachman  and  then  to 
me,  must  have  seen  this  last  manoeuvre  of  mine. 

After  Tom  and  I  had  with  loud  shouts  pursued  the  mob  a  little  way, 
we  once  more  turned  round  and  set  off  in  order  to  overtake  the  coach. 
It  had,  however,  by  that  time  got  out  of  sight,  and  though  we  followed 
in  the  direction  I  supposed  it  had  gone,  we  did  not  again  see  it. 

"  Never  mind,"  said  I,  "  I  should  have  liked  to  have  known  who  the 
old  gentleman  was  ;  he  looked  like  somebody  of  consequence.  However, 
I  am  very  glad  to  have  been  of  service  to  him." 

After  this  adventure  I  began  to  reflect  that  it  would  be  wiser  to  return 
home.  I  could  not  tell  what  might  next  happen.  The  day  was  drawing 
to  a  close.  As  we  looked  eastward,  we  saw  the  whole  sky  glowing  with 
a  lurid  glare,  which  I  afterwards  found  was  produced  by  the  conflagration 
of  Newgate  prison,  which,  after  the  mob  had  broken  into  and  released 
all  the  prisoners,  they  set  on  fire.  My  relative  was  very  glad  to  see  me 
back  safe,  and  on  hearing  of  my  adventures  said  that  Tom  and  I  were 
very  fortunate  to  have  escaped  with  our  lives,  and  positively  prohibited 
our  again  quitting  the  house.  During  the  next  day  flames  were  seen 
bursting  forth  in  every  direction.  Most  of  the  prisons,  as  also  many 
private  houses,  were  broken  open  and  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  several 
hundred  people  were  shot  by  the  military,  whUe  perhaps  an  equal  num- 
ber died  from  drinking  inordinately  of  spirits  which  they  procured  at  the 
distillers',  into  which  they  broke,  or  were  burnt  to  death  in  the  ruins  of 
the  houses  they  set  on  fire.  At  length,  however,  so  many  troops,  regular 
and  militia,  poured  into  London,  that  the  rioters  were  completely  over- 
come, and  numerous  arrests  took  place.  Among  others.  Lord  Greorge 
Gordon  was  apprehended  and  committed  a  prisoner  to  the  Tower. 

Not  long  after  this,  I  bade  my  kind  friends  in  London  good-bye,  and 
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joined  my  ship  at  Chatham.  I  ought  to  have  said  that  they  were  very 
much  interested  in  the  account  I  gave  them  of  the  way  I  had  rescued  the 
old  gentleman  in  the  coach.  Who  he  could  be  they  could  not  guess,  hut 
they  said  that  they  would  make  inquiiies,  and  if  they  could  hear  they 
would  let  me  know.  I  felt  no  little  curiosity  to  obtain  this  information; 
but  day  after  day  passed  by  and  I  heard  nothing  about  the  matter.  There 
was  something  in  his  look  and  in  his  eagerness  to  speak  to  me  which 
struck  me  forcibly  at  the  time,  and  oyer  and  over  again  his  countenance 
recurred  to  me ;  but  whether  I  had  ever  seen  it  before,  or  why  it  made  so 
deep  an  impression  on  me,  I  could  not  tell.  There  was  nothing  very 
remarkable  in  saving  an  old  gentleman  from  a  mob,  when  mobs  were 
parading  all  parts  of  London,  and  undoubtedly  many  old  gentlemen, 
physicians  and  others,  were  driving  about  in  their  coaches,  called  out, 
however  unwillingly,  by  urgent  business.  Hearing  nothing,  my  curiosity 
at  length  died  away,  and  I  thought  no  more  about  the  matter.  I  must 
remark  that  Lord  George  Gordon  was  afterwards  brought  to  trial,  but 
acquitted  of  having  in  any  way  participated  in  the  riots  and  plundering 
and  destruction  of  property  which  had  occurred,  as  also  that  any  of  the 
disorders  had  occurred  in  consequence  of  his  instigation  or  counsel. 
He  undoubtedly  was  influenced  in  his  proceedings  by  a  warm  affection  for 
the  Protestant  faith,  though  it  may  be  doubted  whether  he  took  the 
wisest  course  to  support  it.  He  wished  that  the  multitudes  he  assembled 
should  merely  produce  a  moral  effect  on  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  The 
ruffians  and  robbers  of  London  took  the  opportunity,  on  finding  large 
masses  of  people  assembled,  to  create  disturbances,  and  to  incite  the  more 
ignorant  masses  to  commit  all  sorts  of  outrages  in  order  that  they  might 
have  greater  licence  and  opportunities  of  plunder.  Li  this  they  un- 
happily succeeded,  and  brought  no  small  amount  of  opprobrium  and 
disgrace  on  the  Protestant  cause.  I  have  now  said,  I  think,  enough 
about  my  adventures  on  shore. 

On  the  16th  of  June  Captain  Luttrell  was  superseded  in  his  command 
of  the  "  Charon  "  by  Captain  Thomas  Symonds,  whose  son  was  appointed 
third  lieutenant  of  the  ship.  On  the  1st  of  July  we  dropped  down  to  Sheer- 
ness,  where  we  got  in  our  guns.  On  the  12th  we  removed  to  the  Little 
Kore,  where  the  purser,  surgeon,  lieutenant  of  marines,  gunner  and  car- 
penter quitted  the  ship.    On  the  24th  we  sailed  from  the  Kore,  and  on 


Digitized  by 


Uoogle 


350  HUBBIOANE  HITRRT. 

the  25th  anchored  in  the  Downs.  We  quitted  it  with  a  convoy  on  the 
28tfa,  and  arriyed  at  Spithead  the  following  morning.  Here  the  first 
lieutenant  was  superseded  hj  Mr.  Thomas  Edwards.  On  the  6tk  of 
August  we  sailed  from  Spithead,  and  on  the  7th  anchored  in  Plymouth 
Sound.  Here  we  remained  till  the  Qth,  when  we  proceeded  down 
channel.  On  the  10th  we  took  our  departure  fix)m  the  Lizard,  and  once 
more  I  bade  adieu  to  the  British  shore.  I  will  not  say  that  I  quitted  it 
with  regret.  I  dearly  loved  England,  in  spite  of  all  her  faults,  but  I 
belieyed  that  I  might  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  have  a  prospect 
of  meeting  with  Madeline  Carlyon,  or  at  all  events  of  hearing  of  her, 
and  that  alone  was  ample  inducement  to  me  gladly  to  encounter  all  the 
dangers  and  hardships  to  which  I  might  be  exposed. 

Many  others  have,  I  suppose,  thought  and  felt  and  hoped  as  I  did,  and 
many  others  have  been  disappointed. 

"  Hurrah  for  ttie  West  Indies — Spanish  galleons — dark-eyed  Creoles 
and  prize-money!"  was  the  general  toast  on  board  the  "  Charon." 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

Pat  into  Cork  harbour.— Sail  with  convoy.— Capture  of  the  "Compte  IVArtoia." — 
ArrlTe  off  Charleston. — BritiBh  troops  made  prisoners. — Sail  for  New  York.r-Hear  of 
Madeline  through  my  hostess  the  Dutch  widow. — Receive  General  Arnold  and  his  . 
men  on  board  fleet.— In  command  of  "  Arrow." — Reach  the  Chesapeake. — Hear  of 
hurricane  in  the  West  Indie8.~«Iiae8  of"  Thunderer/'  ti,  and  other  ships. 

Instead  of  at  once  proceeding  on  her  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  the  old 
"  Charon  "  was,  we  fonnd,  ordered  to  put  into  Cork  harbour.  "We  arrived 
at  that  port  on  the  11th  of  August,  1780,  and  found  there  H.M.'s  ships 
"  Lennox,"  "  Bienfaisant,"  "  Licorne,"  and  "  Hussar,"  with  a  hundred  sail 
of  transports. 

Before  I  recount  the  events  of  our  voyage  I  may  as  well  make  a  few 
remarks  about  the  ship  and  my  brother  officers.  Captain  Symonds  was 
himself  a  thorough  sailor,  and  he  showed  his  love  of  his  profession  by  send- 
ing four  of  his  sons  into  the  navy.  His  eldest  son,  Jermyn  John  Symonds, 
was,  thoagh  very  young,  our  third  lieutenant, — a  jGne,  handsome  fellow. 
He  was  afterwards,  when  in  command  of  the  "  Helena  "  sloop-of-war,  lost 
with  all  his  crew  in  her  on  the  coast  of  Holland.  Another  son,  William,* 
though  at  that  time  a  mere  child,  was,  I  believe,  borne  on  our  books  as  a 
midshipman.  It  was  with  no  small  satisfaction  that  I  welcomed  my  old 
fiiend  Paddy  O'DriscoU,  who  came  onboard  as  a  supernumerary,  to  rejoin 
his  ship  on  the  American  station.  I  welcomed  him  the  more  gladly  as  so 
few  of  my  old  shipmates  I  was  ever  likely  to  meet  again.  Where  were 
they  ?  The  deep  sea — ^West  India  marshes — ^the  shot  of  the  enemy  best 
could  tell.  But  avast !  I  have  had  enough  of  sentiment  in  these  pages. 
I  must  not  indulge  in  this  vein.    The  rest  of  oui  officers  were  fine,  gallant 

*  Afterwards  Sir  William  Symonds,  Surveyor  of  the  Nav][.  Another  son  was  the 
late  Admiral  Thomas  Symonds,  several  of  whose  sons  are  or  were  in  the  Navy. 
Oaptain  Thomas  Symonds  here  spoken  of  was  also  the  son,  I  believe,  of  a  naval  officer. 
His  brother  was  Dr.  Symonds,  Professor  of  Modem  History  in  the  University  of 
Cambzidge. 
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fellows,  knowing  their  duty,  and  ready  and  able  on  all  occasions  to  do  it 
What  more  can  yon  ask  of  a  man )  Having  a  gentleman,  and  a  kind, 
good  man  as  our  captain,  our  ship  was  a  very  pleasant  and  happy  one, 
and  that  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  many  ships  in  my  day.  Captains 
were  of  necessity  despots,  and  as  they  had  very  rough,  untutored,  dis- 
orderly subjects  to  deal  with,  too  often  very  cruel,  hard-hearted  despots 
they  were. 

The  day  after  our  arrival  at  Cork  we  once  more  weighed  and  stood  out 
of  the  harbour  with  the  ''  Bienfaisant,"  Captain  McBride,  having  under 
our  charge  about  severity  sail  of  victuallers  bound  for  America.  That 
ship  and  the  "licome"  had  orders  to  escort  us  sixty  leagues  to  the 
westward.  We  lay-to  all  night  outside  the  harbour,  waitiug  for  the  rest 
of  the  squadron  to  join  us,  which  the  *'  Licome  "  and  "  Hussar  "  had  been 
directed  to  bring  up.  We  had  drifted  pretty  well  down  to  the  old  Head 
of  Kinsale  when,  as  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  August  broke  upon  us, 
we  saw  standing  right  into  the  fleet  a  large  two-decked  ship. 

"  If  that  fellow  is  an  enemy  he  certainly  does  not  seem  to  know  what 
he  is  about,"  observed  Mr.  Edwards  to  me.  "  Does  he  expect  to  carry  off 
some  of  our  flock  without  our  even  barking  at  him  ?  But  see^  Captain 
McBride  is  speaking  us.     What  does  he  say  1 " 

The  signal  midshipman  on  duty  replied  that  he  was  ordering  us  to  come 
within  haiL  We  accordingly  made  sail  towards  the  "  Bienfaisant,"  when 
Captain  McBride  directed  us  to  join  with  him  in  chasing  the  stranger. 
Not  till  then  apparently  did  she  make  us  out  from  among  the  fleet  of  ves- 
sels crowding  round  us,  shrouded,  as  we  were,  with  the  grey  mists  of  the 
morning.  We  were  all  scrutinizing  her  through  .our  glasses,  for  it  was 
still  very  uncertain  what  she  might  prove.  Even  when  we  stood  out 
from  among  the  fleet  of  merchantmen  she  gave  no  signs  of  any  strong 
disposition  to  evade  us,  but  steadily  continued  her  course. 

"  She  must  be  some  English  privateer.  Ko  Frenchman  with  a  head  on 
his  shoulders  would  run  it  so  near  the  lion's  den,"  remarked  Edwards. 

''Faith,  then,  I  don't  believe  he's  got  a  head  on  his  shoulders.  That's  a 
French  ship,  depend  on  it,"  observed  O'DriscolL 

Some  time  longer  passed  before  we  got  near  the  chase,  for  the  wind  was 
light.  At  half-past  seven^  to  our  great  satisfaction,  we  saw  her  shorten  sail 
and  get  ready,  it  appeared,  to  receive  us.     On  this  the  '' BienfiEdsant " 
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hoisted  her  colotus  and  fired  a  shot  ahead  of  her.  We  also  hoisted  oui 
colours.  The  chase  on  this  hoisted  a  blue  enagn  and  hove-to  with  main- 
topsail  to  the  mast.  On  our  getting  within  hail  of  her,  we  and  the 
'' Bienfaisant "  did  the  same,  when  Captain  McBride  spoke  her  and 
inquired  her  name. 

"  H.M.SI  *  KoflMiey,' "  was  the  answer.     "  Last  from  lishon." 

^'  I  told  you  so/'  observed  Mr.  Edwards,  when  the  words  reached  us. 
*'  She's  a  fifty-gun  ship,  I  know,  though  I  never  saw  her  that  I  know  of." 

''But  that  ship  carries  more  than  fifty  guns  if  I  mistake  not,"  I 
replied.     ''  Listen  !    Captain  McBride  is  again  speaking  her." 

*'  What  does  she  say  1 "  asked  Edwards,  as  some  words,  the  import  of 
which  we  could  not  make  out,  came  wafted  oyer  the  water  towards  us. 

Our  people,  I  ought  to  have  remarked,  were  all  at  their  quarters  ready 
for  friend  or  foe — ^and  grim,  determined-looking  veterans  many  of  them 
looked,  with  their  sun-burnt  fEices  and  bearded  chins. 

"  What  does  she  say  1 "  exclaimed  Olhiscoll.     "  Why,  listen  I— that 
she's  French,  and  goin^  to  fight  for  the  honour  of  la  belle  France.    See,  ^ 
our  consort's  beginning  the  game." 

As  he  spoke,  a  volley  of  musketiy  was  opened  from  the  deck  of  the 
''Bienfaisant,"  which  was  replied  to  in  the  most  spirited  way  by  the  other 
ship,  she  at  the  same  time  hoisting  French  colours,  and  firing  her  stem- 
chasers  at  us.  The  ''  Bienfiisant "  now  ranged  up  alongside  and  fired  her 
broadside  right  into  the  enemy.  The  Frenchman  then  fired  hers,  and  by 
the  way  her  shot  flew  we  judged  that  her  olgect  was  to  cripple  her  oppo- 
nent. We  now  stood  on  after  the  "  Bien&isant,"  and  as  we  ranged  up 
fired  our  guns  with  terrible  eflect  right  across  our  enemy's  decks. 
Then  on  we  stood,  while  our  consort  had  in  the  meantime  tacked  and 
reached  the  place  we  had  before  occupied.  Li  a  short  time  she  once  more 
ranged  up  alongside  the  Frenchman,  and  poured  a  heavy  broadside  into 
him.  Thus  we  continued,  alternately  changing  places  with  each  other. 
We  suffered  wonderfully  little  damage  for  some  time.  The  Frenchman's 
great  aim  was  to  wing  us.  He  evidently  fought  not  for  victoiy,  for  he 
must  have  seen  that  was  almost  hopeless,  but  to  escape  capture.  Kever 
was  a  ship  better  handled  or  fought  with  more  gallantly.  For  some  time 
no  one  was  hurt  on  board  the  "  Charon."  At  last  one  poor  fiallow  got  hit, 
and  soon  afterwaids  some  blocks  and  splinters  came  rattling  down  from 

A  a 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


354  HURBICANB  HUBBT. 

aloft  The  mizen-topsail  yard  came  down  by  the  fun,  and  I  saw  that  it 
had  been  shot  away  in  the  slings.  Tremendous  was  the  pounding  ive 
were  giving  our  enemy,  but  still  he  showed  not  the  slightest  intention  of 
giving  in.  His  deck  was  already  covered  with  the  dead  and  woimded, 
and  the  ship  herself  was  in  a  very  battered  condition.   . 

''  That  man  is  one  of  the  bravest  officers  I  ever  encountered,"  observed 
Captain  Symonds,  pointing  to  the  captain  of  the  French  ship,  whom  we 
could  see  moving  about,  encouraging  his  people. 

"  I  wonder  whether  he  intends  to  give  in  at  aU  f  "  said  Mr.  Edwards, 
as  we  prepared  to  pour  another  broadside  into  him. 
.  ''  Not  a  bit  of  it ;  he  has  as  much  pluck  as  at  the  first  left  in  him," 
exclaimed  O'Dzisooll,  fib  the  thunder  of  our  artillery  once  more  ceased. 

I  could  not  help  longing  that,  for  the  sake  of  the  lives  of  his' people,  the 
French  captain  would  give  in.  The  action  bad  hcnv  lasted  from  a  quarter 
to  eight  to  half-past  eight.  Of  course  the  time  appeared  rery  much  longer. 
The  '' Bienfaisant "  was  about  to  pour  in  another  of  her  broadsides  which 
bad  already  produced  such  fearful  efifects.  The  deck  of  the  Frenchman 
was  truly  a  shamble ;  not  a  spot  appeared  free  from  some  dead  or  wounded 
occupant.  Just  then  the  crew,  fearful  of  encountering  another  iron 
shower,  fied  from  their  guns.  Down  came  the  Fleur-de-lys  of  France. 
Shouts  arose  from  tbe  deck  of  the  ''Bien&isant,"  which  were  loudly  and 
joyfully  echoed  from  ours;  All  three  ships  were  now  hove-to.  On  hail- 
ing our  prize  we  found  that  we  had  captured  "  Le  Comptb  D'Artois,"  a 
private  ship'of  war  of  sixty-four  guns  and  seven  hundfied  and  fifty  men, 
commanded  by  Monsieur  Olenard. 

A  boat  from  each  ship  was  sent  on  board.  I  went  in  the  ^^Cfaaron's.** 
The  brave  captain  of  the  '^  OomptelVAitois  "  came  forward  and  delivered 
his  sword  to  the  Uentenant'of  the  *^  Bienfaisant."  He  was  desperately 
wounded  inthe  mouth,  and  he  looked  yiery  sdd ;  he  bad  reason  so  to 
be,  for  his  brother,  a  colonel  of  the  Legion  of  Artois,  lay  dead  on  the  deck, 
having  been  wounded  early  m-  tiie  action,  while  he  had  lost  no  less  than 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  kBled  and  wounded  (^  his  brave  crew.  All 
his  property,  too,  had  jnrobably  been  embarked  in  the  eniteipriBe.  Many 
other  people  in  the  same  way  lost  their  fortunes  during  the  war.  They 
thought  that' they  had  only  to  fit  ont  a  ship  of  war'and  that  they  w*ere 
oertain  to  gain  great  wealdi.    They  foiigot  that  two  ought  plajatthe 
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same  game,  and  that  they  were  just  as  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  their 
enemies  as  to  captcu'e  them.  Poor  monsieur  had  another  brother  on 
board.  I  did  not  exaggerate  when  I  said  that  the  deck  of  his  ship  was 
like  a  perfect  shamble.  So  quickly  had  the  poor  Frenchmen  been  struck 
down  that  the  survivors  had  not  had  time  to  cany  them  below,  and  there 
they  lay,  some  stark  and  stiff,  others  writhing  in  their  agony.  It  was 
enough  to  move  the  compassion  even  of  their  greatest  enemies.  We  at 
once  set  to  work  to  do  all  we  could  to  help  them  and  to  relieve  the 
wounded  from  their  sufferings.  Every  one  felt  also  much  for  poor  Hon- 
sieur  Clenard,  for  a  braver  man  never  commanded  a  ship  or  fought  her 
longer,  till  not  a  prospect  of  escape  remained  for  himJ  Strange  as  it  may 
appear,  we  had  only  one  man  wounded,  while  the  ^' Bienfaisant "  hJEulonly 
two  killed  and  two  wounded.  This  extraordinary  difference  in  the 
Frenchman's  loss  and  ours  arose  from  two  causes.  He  wished  to  escape, 
and  fired  high  to  try  and  destroy  our  spars  and  rigging ;  and  also  hia  crew, 
collected  cluefly  firom  the  merchant  service,  and  from  boatmen  and  fisher- 
men who  had  never  till  lately  handled  a  gun,  and  having  also  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  landsmen  among  them,  were  in  no  way  a  match  for  our 
well-trained  and  hardy  seamen.  The  ship  was  handled  as  well  as  she 
could  be,  while  nothing  could  exceed  the  gallantry  of  her  officers ;  her 
crew  also  fought  with  the  greatest  bravery,  as  indeed  Frenchmen  generally 
will  fight^  though  perhaps  not  with  the  same  buU-dog  determination' as 
the  English.  We  agreed  that  when  the  French  had'  had  more  practice, 
and  had  learned  a  few  lessons  from  us,  they  would  proVe  much  tougher 
customers  than  they  had  hitherto  been. 

There  was  great  cheering  and  congratulation  on  board  the  ships  of  the 
convoy  as  they  came  up,  and  in  a  short  time  the  rest  of  them  joined  us 
with  the  "licome"  and  "Hussar."  In  the  interval  the  crew  of  the 
"  Compte  D'Artois  '*  were  transferred  to  the  "  Bienfiiisant^"  and  she  and 
her  prize  stood  away  for  Grookhaven  in  Ireland;  We,  meantime,  with 
the  other  two  diips  and  the  convoy,  madid  sail  for  the  westward.  We 
had  generally  on  the  passage  moderate  galeii  and  fine  pleasant  weather. 

On  the  12th  a  strange  sail  was  seen  to  leeward,  beating  up  towards  us. 
She  was  after  a  time  made  out  to  be  a  ship  of  some  size,  probably  watch- 
ing her  opportunity  to  pick  off  any  stragglers  in  the  fleet  To  prevent 
this  Captain  Symonds  ordered  the  "  Hussar'*  to  chase  her  away,  we  making 
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aft  if  we  weie  about  to  follow.  Seeing  this,  the  stranger  put  up  her  helm 
and  ran  off  before  the  wind,  while  the  "  Hussar  "  crowded  all  sail  in  chaso. 
We  watched  her  with  no  little  interest,  for  the  stranger  was  evidently  a  big 
ship,  and,  if  the  "  Hussar  "  brought  her  to  action,  would  very  likely  prove  a 
powerfal  antagonist — not  that  odds,  however  great,  were  much  thought  of 
in  those  days,  and  I  will  take  upon  myself  to  say  that  there  was  scarcely 
an  officer  in  the  service  in  command  of  a  fifty-gun  frigate  who  would  not 
have  considered  himself  fortunate  in  having  an  opportunity  of  engaging 
an  enemy's  ship  of  sixty  guns  or  more.  In  a  short  Ijpe  the  sails  of  the 
chase  and  her  pursuer  disappeared  below  the  horizon.  The  night  closed 
in  and  passed  away ;  the  next  day  drew  on  and  we  saw  nothing  of  the 
''Hussar."  Another  day  passed  away  and  she  did  not  make  her  appear- 
ance. Coi\jectures  as  to  what  had  become  of  her  now  formed  the  general 
subject  of  conversation  on  board,  but^  like  all  conjectures,  when  there  is  no 
data  on  which  to  build  up  a  conclusion,  we  always  left  off  where  we  began, 
and  waited  till  she  came  back,  if  ever  she  should  do  so,  to  tell  her  own  tale. 

O'Driscoll  and  I  had  now  become  great  fiiends.  I  own  that  I  wanted 
some  one  to  whom  I  could  talk  to  about  my  love  for  Madeline.  With 
all  his  fun  and  humour  and  harumHBcarum  manner,  he  was  a  thoroughly 
honourable  right-minded  fellow^  and  I  knew  that  I  could  trust  him.  He 
was  delighted  with  the  romance  of  the  afiair. 

"  If  you  can  but  point  our  where  she  is,  by  hook  or  by  crook,  111  help 
you  to  win  her,"  said  he,  in  his  fall  rich  Irish  brogue.  ''  You've  already 
a  pretty  lot  of  prize-money,  and  please  the  pigs  youll  pick  up  not  a  little 
more  before  long.  Where  there's  a  will  there's  a  way,  that's  one  c9mfort ; 
and,  by  my  &ith,  what  Tve  seen  of  some  of  those  little  rebel  colonists, 
they  are  well  worth  winning." 

It  may  amuse  my  sober-minded  readers,  when  they  reflect  on  all  the 
difficulties,  not  to  say  impossibilities,  which  existed  in  my  way^  to  think 
that  O'DriscoU  and  I  should  ever  dream  of  overcoming  them.  But  they 
must  remember  that  we  were  both  very  young,  and  that  in  the  navy  such 
things  as  impossibilities  are  not  allowed  to  exist.  During  how  many  a 
midnight  watch  did  my  love  serve  me  as  a  subject  for  contemplation, 
and,  when  I  was  occasionally  joined  by  O'DriscoU,  for  conversation  also! 
Although  I  was  on  excellent  terms  with  the  rest  of  my  brother  officers,  I 
never  felt  inclined  to  open  out  to  any  of  them.    Perhaps  it  was  a  weakness 
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in  me  to  do  80  eyen  to  ODrxscoll,  and,  as  a  geneial  role,  I  tbink  a  man  is 
"wise  to  keep  8ac]i  thoughts  to  himself. 

Day  after  day  passed  by  and  our  missing  consort  did  not  make  het 
appearance.  A  whole  week  elapsed,  and  we  began  to  entertain  serious 
apprehensions  about  her,  and  to  fear  that  she  had  been  captured.  Our 
course  had  been  so  direct,  and  the  weather  so  fine,  that  she  would  have 
had  no  difficulty,  we  considered,  in  rejoining  us.  At  length  a  sail  appeared 
standing  towards  the  fleet  She  was  not  one  of  the  convoy,  for  all  were 
together.  Every  glass  on  board  was  turned  towards  her.  As  the 
stranger  drew  nearer  and  nearer  we  were  more  and  more  puzzled  to  make 
out  what  she  was. 

*'  I  see,  I  see!"  exclaimed  O'Driscoll  at  last  "  She  is  a  frigate  and 
under  jury-top-masts.  She  has  been  in  a  smart  action.  I  see  the  shot- 
holes  through  her  canvas.  There  can  be  no  mistake  about  the  matter. 
She  is  the  '  Hussar,'  I  believe,  after  alL" 

On  she  came  towards  us,  and  the  **  Hussar"  she  proved  to  be ;  but  the 
trim  little  frigate  which  she  had  been  when  she  left  us  a  week  before  was 
now  sadly  shorn  of  her  beauty.  As  soon  as  she  came  up  with  the  fleet 
Captain  Symonds  sent  me  on  board  to  inquire  what  had  happened.  The 
story  was  soon  told.  She  had  fought  a  very  desperate  and  gallant  action, 
which,  by-the-bye,  I  have  never  seen  recorded  in  any  naval  history. 
She,  it  must  be  remembered,  was  only  an  eight-and-twenty  gun  frigate. 
The  stranger  after  which  she  had  been  sent  in  chase,  when  she  had  drawn 
her  completely  away  from  the  squadron,  backed  his  main-topsail  to  the 
mast  and  waited,  prepared  for  battle,  till  she  came  up.  The  enemy  was 
soon  made  out  to  be  a  French  forty-gun  frigate,  but  that  disparity  of  force 
did  not  deter  her  gallant  captain  from  proceeding  to  the  attack.  Ranging 
up  within  pistol-shot  she  opened  her  broadside,  to  which  the  Frenchman 
quickly  replied  in  the  same  way  with  equal  spirit  As  was  the  case  in 
our  action  with  the  ^'Compte  D'Artois,"  the  Frenchman  fired  high, 
evidently  with  the  idea  that,  by  crippling  their  opponent,  they  might 
have  her  at  their  mercy.  This  system  might  under  some  instances  be 
very  good,  but,  unfortunately  for  them,  they  fifequently  themselves  got  so 
completely  thrashed  before  they  had  succeeded  in  accompb'shing  their 
purpose,  that  they  had  to  ciy  peccavi  and  haul  down  their  flags.  The 
gallant  little  '*  Hussar"  had  no  intention  of  running  away,  and  therefore 
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I^oured  hcrr  bro^rdside^  into  tbo  hull  of.  the  Franohman,  committing  great 
havock  along  his  decks.  The  action  waa  continued  for  some  time  with 
great  guns  and  mu&ketryi  every  man  in  the  English  frigate  striving  his 
utmost  to  gain  the  victory.  Kombersof  the  gallant  fellows  were  struck 
down — some  never 'to  rise  again,  others  desperately  wounded.  Each, 
attempt  of  the  Ffenchman  was  bravely  repulsed,  and  every  shot  fired 
was  responded  to  with  still  greater  vigour.  Still  the  captain  of  the 
<*  Hussar"  could  not  help  WAtching  the  progress  of  the  fight  with  the 
greatest  anxiety.  Already  two  of  her  top-masts  had  been  shot  away, 
her  lower-masts  wore  wounded,  and  five  or  six  of  her  crew  lay  dead^ 
while  as  many  more  were  hurt.  Still  he  had  determined  not  to  give  in 
as  long  as  his  ship  would  float.  The  Frenchmen  had  already  suffered 
severely,  but  it  was  impossible  to  say  how  long  their  endurance  might 
last«  He  had  no  doubt  that  they  had  lost  far  more  in  killed  and  wounded 
than  he  had,  and  he  saw  that  *they  bad  some  shot  between  wind  and 
water,  and  that  their  rigging  was  much  cut  up.  All  this  gave  him  hopes 
that  he  might  yet-come  off  vietoiioii&  Again  he  ranged  up  alongside  his 
big  antagonist  and  received  her  fire  while  he  delivered  his  own.  Down 
came  his  mizenrtop^nast  by  the  runr^several  more  of  his  crew  fell  to  the 
deck — his  rigging  hung  in  festoons — ^his  canvas  was  full  of  shot-holea. 
He  thought  to  himself,  ''  Ought  I  to  sacrifice  the  lives  of  my  people  in  a 
hopeless  -contest  i  >  But  is  it  lu^eless  ?  STo,  it  is  not.  Hurrah,  my  brave 
fellows !  One  broadside  more,  and  we  shall  do  for  the  enemy  I"  he  shouted 
loudly.  '  The  combatants  were  standing  on  a  bow-line  alongside  each 
oiher#  Once  more.- the  ^rHuasar"  fired.  The  Frenchman  returned  her 
broadside,  and  then,  before  the  smoke  cleared  off  and  the  English  had 
time  to  reload  tozake  her,  put  up  her  helm  and  ran  off  before  the  wind. 
The  "  Hussar"  was  not  in  a  condition  to  fellow.  She,  however,  k^t 
firing  at  the  Frenchman'as  long  as  her  shot  could  reach  him,  and  then 
haxJed  her  wind  and  stood  away  to  the  westward  after  us.  She  had 
seven  killed  and  six  .badly  wounded,  besides  other  hurts.  She  had  lost 
her  three 'top^masts,  while  her  lower-masts  .were  disabled  Fortunately 
the  weather  was.  iinei  for  had  she  encountered  a  gale  of  wind  her  condition 
w^ould  have  been  bad  indeed.  I  have  never,  as  I  have  said,  seen  an 
account  of  this  very  gallant  actiour  in  any  naval  history,  and  I  therefore 
give  it  as  it  was  described  to  me  by  the  o£Bcers  of  the  "  Hussar." 

On  the  14th  of  October  we  arrived  off  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  with 
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our  whole  cohyoj,  after  a  fiftYouiable  passage  of  nine  weeks^  and  we  were 
congiatulatiDg  otuselves  on  its  successful  teimination,  little  thinking  what 
was  to  be  the  fate  of  many  of  the  ships  of  the  fleet  Charlestpn  43tftnd8 
on  a  hioad  neck  of  land,  with  Cooper's  ciyer  on  one  side  and  Ashley  river 
on  the  o<lier.  They  flow  into  a  wide  sheet  of  water,. which  forms  the 
harbour  of  Charlestaaj  but  which  is  shallow,  and  has  a;  bar  at  its  ^ckouth, 
on  which  there  is  very  little  water.  .  . .     , 

This,  on  our  airival,  we  could  not  cross,  and  the  convoy  had  conse- 
quently to  anchor  outside.  Charleston  hitd,  after  a  brave  defence  on  the 
12th  of  May,  been  captured  from  the  AiQaricaiis  under  Genezal  Lincoln 
by  Sir  Henry  Howe  and  Lord  Comwallis.  The  latter  on  oigr  9mval 
commanded  the  army  which  held  ii  Sir  Henry,  with  part  of  his  iottm, 
had  gone  to  Sew  York.  The  capture  of  ChaiieatQn  was  -considered  a  reiy 
fortunate  circumstance^  and  it  was  believed  that  in  consequepce  the  whole 
of  the  Carolinas  would  yield  to  our  aims.  .Kever  perhaps  were  people 
more  mistaken.  The  day  of  our  arrival  at  Charleston  I  accompanied 
Captain  Symonda  on  shora  We  went  to  th^  house  .where  a  fnend  of  hi9, 
Colonel  BaUbur,  had  taken  up  hisquarteis.  Heinost  kindly  received  us, 
and  invited  us  to  his  table  whenever  we  were  pnshore.  We  slept,.how- 
ever,  at  one  of  the  laigesl  hpuseaia  the  place,  occupied  by  Ix>rd  Comwallia. 
His  lordship  had  just  returned  from  an  unsuccossftd  expedition  to  Kortli 
Carolina^  where  a  force  of  nearly  a  thousand  n^en,  regulars  and  royaUata, 
under  Colonel  Fexguson,  who  was  killed,  had  been  taken,  i^isoneis  by  the 
Americans ;  many  sdso  lost  their  liyes  with  their  leader*  Colonel  f  ^^guson 
had  ifiade  a  foray  into  North  Carolina,  and  in  his  retreat  had  been 
surprised  among  the  fastnesses  of  the  mountains'  by  an  overwhelming 
force  of  the  most  hardy  and  biave  of  the  irregular  troops  of  the  neigh- 
bouring districts,  espeoi^y  accustomed  to  the.  sort  of  waifaifi.in  which 
they  were  called  on  to  engage.  Colonel  Fei^guson  was  a  very  brave  and  ^ 
good oflicer,  and  Lord  Comwallis  toQk  his  defeat  anddeath  very  much  to 
heart.  As  we  had  executed  some  of  the  rebels  who,  after  receiving  roy$d 
passes, ,  were  taken  in  arms  against  us^  so  now  the  Americana  in  retaliation 
hung  several  of  the  royalists  ^ho  were  captured  on  this  oocasion.  la 
conse(][uence  of  this  there  was,  we  found,  a  great  deal  of  bitter  feeling  in 
the  town  against  the  rebels,  and  in  no  time  had  the  contest.been  canied 
on  in  so  sanguinary  a  way  as  at  present 

We  were  aroused  at  daybreak  by  the  sound  of  a  terrifically  heavj:^ga^e 
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which  had  sprang  up,  and  in  going  down  to  the  harbottr  we  found  that 
the  bar  was  perfectly  impassable,  while  the  ships  at  anchor  off  it  were 
in  a  great  state  of  confusion.  Some  were  striking  top-masts  and  letting 
go  fresh  anchors,  in  the  hopes  of  riding  out  the  gale,  while  others  were 
dipping  or  cutting  their  cables,  and  running  out  to  sea,  several  of  them 
getting  fool  of  each  other  and  committing  all  sorts  of  damage.  It  was 
not  till  the  20th  that  the  weather  moderated  sufficiently  to  enable  us  to 
get  off  to  rejoin  our  ship.  By  degrees  some  of  the  ships  of  the  convoy 
which  had  run  to  sea  came  back,  but  several  never  returned,  having  been 
captured  by  the  enemy  or  lost 

On  the  22nd  we  again  sailed  £rom  Charleston  with  a  convoy  of  fifty 
sail  of  transports,  bound  for  Kew  York.  On  our  passage  we  captured  a 
rebel  privateer  of  eight  guns  and  fifty  men,  and  took  a  merchant  brig 
bound  from  London  to  Charleston  with  bale  goods.  We  found  at  Sandy 
Hook^  where  we  arrived  on  the  4th  of  November,  Sir  George  Bodney, 
with  eight  sail  of  the  line  and  several  frigates,  waiting  for  a  wind  to  sail 
for  the  West  Indies.  The  following  day  we  proceeded  through  the 
Karrows  up  to  New  York,  where  we  set  to  work  to  refit  the  ship  for  sea, 
— an  operation,  she  very  much  required.  I  need  not  say  that  I  employed 
my  time  on  shore  in  endeavouring  to  gain  intelligence  of  Miss  Carlyon 
and  her  feunily.  In  making  my  inquiries  I  had,  however,  to  exert  great 
caution,  for  I  knew  that  I  might  very  easily  bring  upon  myself  the 
suspicion  of  corresponding  with  the  enemy  for  treasonable  purposes. 
When  I  slept  on  shore  I  went  to  the  house  of  a  worthy  Dutch  widow, 
where  I  had  before  lodged.  I  did  my  utmost  to  ingratiate  myself  with 
her,  for  I  knew  that  if  any  one  could  obtain  the  informat'on  I  required 
she  would  do  so.  Old  women,  I  have  found,  nearly  always  are  ready  to 
listen  with  complacency  and  attention  to  the  love  tales  of  young  men  or 
young  women,  and  so  my  kind  hostess  not  only  listened  to  as  much  of 
mine  as  I  thought  it  necessary  to  tell  her,  but  gladly  promised  to  assist 
me  to  the  best  of  her  ability. 

''And  now,  my  dear  Mrs.  Yon  Tromp,  what  news  have  you  for  me  ?" 
I  asked  eagerly  one  day  as  I  walked  into  her  littie  back  parlour  where 
she  received  her  select  visitors.  Considering  her  origin,  she  spoke 
excellent  EngUsh. 

**  listen  1 "  she  replied.    ''  I  have  not  learned  much  for  you,  but  what 
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I  hare  learned  you  may  believe  is  the  trtfth.  I  lately  had  a  talk  with  a 
Viiginian  gentleman.  Do  not  be  afraid,  sir,  for  he  is  a  neutral ;  no  rebel 
I  ever  talk  with.  He  knows  the  &mily  of  the  lady  you  want  to  hear 
about.  He  heard  them  speaking  of  her  not  long  ago ;  she  is  unmarried, 
and  they  thought  she  would  remain  so.  She  was  then  in  Yiiginia  with 
her  &ther,  who  is  a  very  active  rebel,  you  know." 

Not  listening  to  her  last  remark,  the  thought  at  once  struck  me  that  I 
would  write  to  her  to  assure  her  of  my  constancy,  and  would  try  to  send 
my  letter  by  means  of  the  gentleman  Mrs.  Yon  Tromp  mentioned.  My 
good  hostess  was,  however,  terrified  when  I  made  the  proposal. 

"  Oh,  dear — ^no,  no,  it  would  never  do !"  she  explained.  "  It  would  be 
a  great  deal  too  dangerous  to  attempt.  The  letter  would  be  intercepted, 
and  we  should  be  accused  of  corresponding  with  the  enemy,  and  some  of 
us  would  be  hung  to  a  certainty.  Just  think,  how  should  you  like  to 
suffer  the  fate  of  poor  Major  Andr£  t  Ah,  poor  young  gentleman !  he 
was,  indeed,  a  fine,  handsome  man — or  almost  a  boy,  I  might  say — he 
looked  so  young ;  he  was  so  civil  and  polite  and  kind.  I  can't  think  of 
his  cruel  death  without  crying,  that  I  can't." 

Major  Andr£  had  been  captured  by  the  Americans,  having  crossed 
into  their  territory  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  Greneral 
Arnold,  who  succeeded  in  escaping  from  them  and  joining  the  British 
forces.  He  was  considered  as  a  spy,  and  as  such,  tried,  condemned,  and 
had  just  before  this  been  executed — ^his  hard  Me  creating  much  com- 
miseration even  in  the  bosoms  of  his  enemies.  He  was  fully  as  brave, 
talented,  polite,  and  accomplished  in  every  way  as  the  widow  described 
him.  I  assured  her  that  I  had  no  wish  to  share  his  lamentable  fitte,  but 
that,  as  I  was  not  holding  any  treasonable  correspondence  with  the 
enemy,  I  could  not  be  found  gmlty  of  so  doing.  I  aigued  the  subject 
with  hor  for  some  time. 

'' Ah,  you  know  the  way  to  an  old  woman's  heart  as  well  as  to  that  of 
a  young  one !'^ at  last  exclaimed  the  good-natured  dame.  "I  cannot 
refuse  you.  Write  the  letter,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to  forward  it.  But 
be  carefril  what  you  say.  Nothing  but  love,  remember,  nothing  but  love 
^<lon't  forget  that." 

"No  fear,  no  fear,"  I  answered,  laughing.  "I'll  stick  to  my  text, 
depend  on  it" 
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<'  I  don't  doubt  yott,  and  a  ptetty  lo&g  ene  it  will  be,  I  fospect,"  she 
remaiked,  as  I  got  up  to  go  off  to  my  room.  <'Wlien  it  is  ready,  bring 
it  to  me.  .1  will  do  my  best,  and  if  it  does  not  reaeb  its  destination,  that 
is  no  fault  of  minow" 

I  hurried  up-staiis  to  the  room  I  slept  in,  and  was  soon  deeply  immeieed 
in  the  occupation  of  writing  a  letter  to  Madeline.  I  had  no  fears  how  it 
would  be  received,  so  I  seized  my  pen,  and,  after  a  few  momenta'  thought, 
wrote  on.  Once  having  begun,  my  pen  flew  rapidly  over  the  p^>er,  but 
not  so  rapidly  as  my  thoughts.  When  I  had  covered  the  sheet  I  had 
not  said  one  quarter  of  what  I  wished  to  say.  I  took  another  and 
another.     At  last  I  finished  and  folded  them  up. 

**  Umph  !"  said  the  widow,  when  I  took  the  padcage  to  her.  ''You 
will  want  a  special  courier  and  a  pack-^one  to  «arry  this  document — ^but 
don't  frown  now,  I  am  only  joking,  .  I  am-  sure  that  the  young  lady  ia 
well. worthy  of  the  letter,  and  that  yon  have  not  said  a  word  more  than 
she  will  be  glad  to  hear," 

I  was  not  in  a  humour  to  quarrel  with  Madame  Y<m  Tromp  f or  any- 
thing she  might  say.  Leaving  my  precious  letter  with  her,  I  hunied 
away  to  attend  to  my  duties  on  board  my  ship*  At  tins,  time  Admiral 
Arbuthnot's  squadron  was  lying  ia  Gardner's  Bay,  at  the  other  end  of 
Long  Island.  On  th^  9th,  Sir  Heajy  Howe  havii^  >8ome.  important 
despatches  to  send  to  the  admixal,  the  gallant  little ''  Hussar ''  was  directed 
to  get  under  weigh  to  convey  theuL 

Little  did  I  think  at  the  time  that,  after  all  she  had  gme  through^ 
we  should  see  her  no  more«  I  have  already  described  the  dangetous 
passage  of  Hell  Gate,  where  already,-  in  consequence  of  ibe  feai&l 
rapidity  of  the  currents,  so  many  Teasels  had  been  lost.  I  watched  the 
<'  Hussar  "  get  under  weigh.  I  had  hoped  to  take  the  trip  in  her,  for  I 
had  some  old  friends  on  board  different  ships  in  the  squadron  whom  I 
wished  to  see,  and  I  was  rather  annoyed  at  not  being  aUe  to  get  leave  to 
go.  That  was  one  of  the  numberless  instances  where  I  have  discovered 
how  little  we  mortals  know  what  is  good  for  us.  To  make  a  loi^'  story 
short,  for  I  cannot  now  stop  to  give  a  full  description  of  the  accident^  in 
going  through  that  justly-dreaded  passage  the  ''Hussax''  met  with 
baffling  winds,  and,  the  cunents  matching  her,  sent  her  bodily  on  the 
rocks.    Thus  she  became  utterly  helpless.     No  seamanship  could  avail 
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her.  The  short,  chopping,  boiling  6ei»  dashed  oyer  her  and  beat  her  to 
pieces.  Before  hawsers  eonld  be  got  to  the  shore,  by  which  her  crew 
could  make  their  escape,  several  of  the  poor  fellows  had  been  drowned. 
In  the  boistero.as  and  bitterly  cold  weather  of  that  season  many  of  them 
suffered  much  before  they  got  back  to  New  York. 

Once  more  we  were  ready  for  sea,  and  on  the  2nd  of  December  we 
hoisted  Admiral  ArbuthnoVs  Jag,  and,  proceeding  to  Statten  Idaad, 
we  were  joined  by  H.M.S.  "Thames,**  " Charlestown,"  "Medea,'' 
^'Amphitrite,"  "Fowey,"  "Hope,"  "Bomietta,"  "Swift,"  and  several 
armed  vessels. 

I  was  just  now  speaking  of  the  death  of  Major  Andr^  who  was 
captured  by  the  Americanli  when  communicating  with  General  Arnold* 
That  officer  had  deserted  tiie  liberal  cause,  and,  having  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  British  lines  in  safety,  had  now  been  appointed  a  brigadier- 
general  in  our  army.  On  the  3rd  we  received  him  on  board  with  two 
thousand  troops  distributed  among  the  ships  of  the  squadron.  All  wo 
knew  was^  that  some  expedition  of  importance  was  to  be  undertaken,  but 
on  what  port  of  the  coast  the  descent  was  to  be  made  did  not  transpiie.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  commanders  on  our  side  put  much  confidence  in 
General  Arnold,  and  of  course  the  Amerioana,  whose  cause  he  had  so 
.  basely  betrayed,  perfectly  detested  him.  Had  he,  by  the  chances  of  war, 
fallen  into  their  hands,' they  would  have  treated  him  as  they  had  done 
poor  Andr^.' 

We  sailed  from  Kew  York  on  the-  12th  of  December.  In  order  to 
deceive  the  enemy^  and  to  make  them  believB  that  an  expedition  of  very 
grefb  importance  was  about  to  be  undertaken,  we  kept  the  admiral's  flag 
flying  till  we  were  out.  of  sight  of  land.  A  course  was*  steered  to  the 
southward;  it  was  then  understood  that  we- were  bound  for  the  Chesa- 
pcake,  and  it  was  supposed  that  a  landing  would-  be  made  somewh^ro  on 
the  shores  of  Yiiginia.  I  scarcely  knew  whether  to  grieve  or  to  rejoice 
at  the  prospect  thus  held  out  to  me.  Of  course  I  could  not  but  regret 
that  my  countrymen  were  about  to  carry  the  war  into  the  very  part  of 
the  country  where  Madeline^  I  believed,  was  residing ;  at  the  same  time, 
under  the  supposition  that  such  would  be  done,  I  rejoiced  at  the  thoughts 
that  I  might  meet  her,  or  might  render  her  or  her  family  assistance. 
Still  I  would  not  venture  to  reckon  much  on  tiie  prospect  of  our  meet- 
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iDg.  Namberless  ciicumstances  might  intervene  to  prevent  it.  I  might 
not  even  be  sent  on  shore.  I  ixiight  not  go  near  where  she  might  be 
residing,  or,  what  was  probable,  her  friends  might  gain  tidings  of  the 
expedition,  when  she  would,  with  other  ladies,  move  away  more  into  the 
interior.  Still,  notwithstanding  these  considerations,  I  could  not  help 
indulging  myself  in  the  belief  that,  by  some  means  or  other,  we  should 
meet  once  again,  or,  at  all  events,  that  I  should  gain  tidings  of  her,  and 
be  able  to  communicate  with  her.  The  very  idea  gave  buoyancy  to  my 
fitep  and  manner,  and  made  many  of  my  companions  inquire  what  had 
put  ine  in  such  unusual  spirits. 

CyDriscoll  had  returned  on  board,  having  again  joined  the  ship  as  a 
supernumerary,  and  as  an  old  tried  friend  he  entered,  and,  I  believe, 
heartily,  into  all  my  hopes  and  fears.  Some  of  his  plans  and  proposals, 
however,  though  very  much  in  accordance  with  the  notions  of  Irishmen 
in  those  days,  were  not  such,  even  with  all  my  harum-scarum  habits, 
which  I  could  by  any  possibility  adopt 

"  Hurry,  my  boy,  I  have  been  thinking  over  this  affair  of  yours,'*  said 
he,  as  we  were  walking  the  deck  together.  *'  I  don't  like  shilly-shallying 
in  matters  of  this  sort — I  never  did.  The  lady  loves  you,  and  you  love 
the  lady — ^weU,  then,  to  my  mind,  the  first  difficulty  is  got  over,  because, 
according  to  my  notion,  where  there's  a  will  there's  a  way.  You'll  find 
her  out,  that's  certain.  Then  the  next  thing  to  be  done  is  to  get  her  to 
run  away  with  you.  She'll  go,  depend  on  that  You  take  her  prisoner, 
you  know  !  Bring  her  aboard ;  we'll  get  a  chaplain  to  splice  you.  You 
can  take  her  up  to  New  York ;  she'll  be  safe  there.  And  then  we  come  to 
another  little  matter ;  Fve  arranged  that  in  a  satisfsustory  way.  You've 
some  prize-money.  I've  saved  a  good  mint  one  way  and  another,  and, 
old  fellow,  I  don't  want  it — ^my  purse  is  yours.  Old  messmates  don't 
stand  on  ceremony  about  such  matters.  My  own  dear  litUe  Kathleen, 
the  only  creature  I  wanted  it  for,  went  to  glory  while  I  was  last  at  sea. 
When  I  got  home  I  was  desolate.  I've  no  kitili  nor  kin  I  care  for,  and 
if  you  don't  take  the  money  it's  likely  enough  I'll  heave  it  into  the  sea 
one  of  these  days,  or  pitch  it  where  it  won't  do  any  one  any  good,  so 
don't  think  that  I  am  doing  you  any  wonderful  favour  if  you  take  it 
The  truth  is,  Hurry,  I'd  be  more  tlum  paid  ten  times  over  in  having  the 
pleasure  of  helping  you  to  run  off  with  the  lady.     I'm  in  my  element  in 
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an  afiair  of  this  sort — there's  nothing  I  like  better^  barring  a  good  stand- 
up  scrimmage,  and  that's  generally  too  soon  over.  Now,  'ELxmy,  just  do 
as  I  say.    Promise  me!" 

I  was  struck  dumb ;  so  rapidly  did  he*  pour  out  his  proposals  that  I 
could  not  answer  him.  He  took  my  silence  for  consent,  and  ran  on.  At 
first  I  was  somewhat  inclined  to  resent  his  remarks,  but  his  generosity 
and  evident  unconsciousness  that  he  was  proposing  anything  in  any  way 
incorrect  completely  disarmed  my  anger,  and,  when  he  ceased  speaking, 
greatly  to  his  surprise,  I  burst  out  into  an  uncontrollable  fit  of  laughter. 

''I  am  most  thankful,  my  dear  O'Driscoll,  for  your  kind  sympathy, 
and  for  the  assistance  you  so  liberally  offer  me,"  I  exclaimed,  as  soon  as 
I  could  recover  myself,  *'  But  supposing  I  could  or  would  persuade  her 
to  leave  her  home,  and  the  protection  of  her  family,  just  consider  aU  the 
hardships,  inconveniences,  and  danger  she  would  be  exposed  to  on  board 
ship  before  I  could  place  her  in  safety;  and  then,  how  could  she, 
delicately  brought  up,  live  on  a  lieutenant's  pay,  even  with  such  prize- 
money  as  I  might  save,  and  your  aid,  my  kind  fellow) "  I  added.  ''  Ko, 
no  !  the  thing  is  out  of  the  question." 

''  Paith,  I  hadn't  thought  aU  about  those  little  obstructions  to  matri- 
monial felicity,"  he  answered.  **  Still  I  can't  give  up  the  idea^  in  case 
the  chance  should  offer,  of  your  running  away  with  the  young  lady.  It 
seems  such  a  natural  thing  to  do.  There's  a  fine  fellow,  be  prepared, 
that's  all — and  only  just  let  me  help  you." 

''Well,  well !  I  have  no  fiiend  on  whom  I  can  more  fully  rely  than 
you,"  I  replied.  *'  I  promise  you  that  I  will  not  fiedl  to  apply  to  you  if 
I  see  that  you  can  in  any  way  help  me." 

''  That's  all  right,"  said  he,  fully  satisfied.  **  I  knew  that  you  would, 
before  long,  come  into  my  views." 

Our  passage  to  the  south  was  very  tedious,  for  we  had  light  winds, 
and  were  also  constantly  compelled  to  heavo-to  for  the  laggards. 

Soon  after  the  conversation  I  have  mentioned,  on  the  23rd  of  December, 
it  being  still  calm,  one  of  the  leading  ships  signalled  that  a  ship  and 
four  small  sail  were  in  sight  to  the  southward,  and  that  they  had  all 
the  appearance  of  enemies.  We,  accordingly,  crowded  aU  sail  in  chase, 
but  scarcely  had  we  got  beyond  the  van  of  the  fleet  when  it  became 
evident  that,  at  the  rate  wo  were  progressing,  we  should  not  come  up 
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with  the  chase  before  dark.  We  had,  in  company,  a  small  privateer 
schooner  fitted  with  long  sweeps,  and  which  rowed  remarkahly  weU. 
Captain  Symonds  directed  her  by  signal  to  come  within  hail,  and  then 
ordered  me  to  toke^  thirty  men  and  go  on  board  her  and  to  proceed  in 
chase  of  the  strangers. 

"  If  they  prove  to  be  enemies,"  said  he,  "  bring  them  to  action,  and 
keep  them  engaged  at  long  range,  knocking  away  their  spars,  if  you  can, 
so  that  they  cannot  escape  till  we  come  up.  If  we  take  the  ship,  as  I 
have  no  doubt  we  shall,  I  will  give  you  the  commsmd  of  her  to  take  her  to 
New  York;    She  is  evidently  a  big  craft,  and  will  be  worth  not  a  little." 

I  suspect  that  it  was  with  no  good  grace  that  I  thanked  the  captain 
for  the.oonfidence  he  j^bced  in  me.  He  looked  surprised,  I  thought,  but 
said  nothing.  •  Undet  other  circumstances  I  should  have  been  well 
pleased  wi^  the  task  confided  to  me,  but  now,  when  I  had  set  my  heart 
on  landing  on  the.shoies  of  Virginia,  suddenly  to  find  that  I  ndght  have 
to  go  back  ta. New  York  was  a  sore  trial  to  me.  Little  do  w^e  know, 
however,  what  is  the  best  for  us.  As  soon  as  the  "  Arrow  "  privateer  came 
up,  I  and  my  crew  went  on  board,  and,  getting  out  all  the  long  sweeps, 
away  we  puUed  in  chase  of  the  strangers.  Eveiy  man  put  his  full  strength 
into  the  work,  -and  we^  sent  the  little  vessel  alon^  at  the  rate  of  tully 
three  knots  an  hour^  We  felt  as  if  we  were  going  at  a  great  speed,  and 
we  rapidly  nei^sed.  ihecstiangers.  Little  tiid  I  think  in  those  days  that 
in  my  old  age  I  should  see  vessels  sent  along  in  a  dead  calm  without  the 
slightest  exertion  of  human  agency  at  four  or  five  times  that  speed.  We 
kept  minutely  examining  the  strangers  as  we  drew  near.  One  ^as  a 
man-of-war — of  that  there  was  no  doubt;  the  others  were  merchantmen, 
probably,  .Tmdei  her  eonvoy.  •  Still  she  did  not  show  her  colours.  Tlie 
''  Arrow  "  carried  a  couple  of  unusually  long  guns,  and  I  fiilly  expected 
to  commit  great  execution  with  them.  They  were  all  ready.  Nol 
Grampus  had.ohazgeiof  one  of  them.  We  had  got  within  range  of  the 
ship.  I  hoisted  English  xsolours.  The  ship  showed  none  in  return.  I 
waited  >a  minute  longer.  The  word  "fire"  was  on  my  lips  when  up 
went  the-  British  ensign  at  her  peak.  Still  I  was  not  convinced  till  she 
made  the  private  Bignak 

Nefver  perhi^  in  mylife  before  had  I  been  so  satisfied  at  finding  a 
friend  instead  of  an  enemy.  -She  proved  to  be  H.M.S.  ^'Boyal  Oak," 
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the  other  yessdis  being  prizes  she  had  taken.  Two  days  after  this  we 
took  two  other  prizes,  the  charge  of  which  was  given  to  Lieutenants 
Seymour  and  Bruton.  Their  absence  of  course  gave  me  much  more  work 
to  do — ^not  a  bad  thing,  perhaps,  under  my  circumstances.  The  following 
day  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  sprang  up,  and  we  separated  trom.  the  fleet  as 
well  as  from  our  prizes.  We  were  knocking  about  for  three  days  some- 
what concerned  for  the  fete  of  the  convoy.  There  were  so  many  priva- 
teers cruising  about,  that  it  was  likely  some  of  them  could  be  picked  off, 
and  if  any  of  the  transports  were  taken  or  lost,  the  whole;  plan  of  the 
expedition  might  be  disconcerted.  General  Arnold  especially  was  in  a 
state  of  considerable  anxiety  for  several  reasons:  If  this,  his  first^^xpc^ 
dition,  should  fail,  he  could  scarcely  expect  his  new  friends  to  trust  hiih. 
again,  while  if  by  any  accident  he  ishould  fall  into  the  hands  of  thos^ 
whose  cause  he  had  betrayed,  he  knew  fall  well  the  fate  which  awaited 
him.  He  was,  I  believe,  a  man  possessed  of  ct>n8id.era\}I%  military  talents. 
and  of  general  ability,  but  he  wanted  principle  ;  and  his  extravagant  habits 
placed  him  in  difficulties  from  which  he  saw  no  ordinary  way  of  extri- 
cating himself.  He  had  just  put  forth  an  elaborate  address  to  the 
inhabitants  of  America,  not  only  excusing  his  conduct/ but  taking  gre^t 
credit  for  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  join  the  King's  arms.' 
He  stated  that  he  had  taken  np  arms  to  redress  grievances,  and  that  those 
grievances  no  longer  existed,  because  Great  Britain,  with  the  open  Mms  of 
a  parent,  offered  to  eml»ace  the  colonists  as  children,  and  grant  them  the 
wished-for  redress.  Her  worst  enemies,  he  toMihem,  were  in  the  boBobi' 
of  America.  The  French  alliance,  he  assured  thein,  was  calculated  Hoi 
(mly  to  ruin  the  mothier-conntry,  but  the  colonies' themselves ;  and  that 
the  heads  of  the  rebellion^  neglecting  to  take  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
at  lai^ge,  had'^refrised  to  accept  the  British*  proposals  for  peace;  that 
for  his  part,  rather  than-  trust  to  the  insidious  offers  of  France, 
"  I  preferred,"  he  continues,  **  those  of  Grtet  Britain,  thinking  it  inft- 
Bitely  wiser  and  safer  to  place  my  confidence  in  her  justice  and  gene- 
rosity than  to  trust  a  monarchy  too  feeble  to  establish  your  independency; 
so  perilous  to  her  distant  dominions ;  the  enemy  of  the  Protestant  ^ith, 
and  fraudulently  avowing  an  affection  for  the  liberties  of  maiikind  while 
she  holds  her  -native  sons  in  vtissdage  and  chains."  He  winds  vtp  by 
stating  his  conviction  that  it  was  the  generouir  intention  of  Great  Britain 
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not  only  to  leave  the  riglits  and  privileges  of  the  colonies  unimpaired, 
together  with  their  peipetual  exemption  from  taxation,  but  to  superadd 
such  further  benefits  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  common  prosperity  of 
the  empire ;  and  then  he  says,  ''  I  am  now  led  to  devote  my  life  to  the 
reunion  of  the  British  Empire  as  the  best  and  only  means  to  dry  up 
the  streams  of  misery  that  have  deluged  this  country." 

We  had  numberless  copies  of  this  address  on  board,  ready  to  be  distri- 
buted throughout  the  country  whenever  we  should  eSeci  a  landing.  That 
was  &i  from  a  pleasant  time  we  had  on  our  voyage.  Kot  only  had  we 
the  effects  of  the  gale  to  dread,  but  we  were  aware  that  a  French  squadron 
was  not  far  of^  and  we  were  kept  constantly  on  the  look-out  in  the 
unpleasant  expectation  of  &lling  in  with  them,  and  having  to  take  to  flight 
or  of  undeigoing  a  still  worse  fate,  and  of  falling  into  their  hands.  Many 
.  people,  in  my  day  especially,  had  an  idea  that  ships  were  £ited  to  be  lucky 
or  unlucky,  either  because  they  were  launched  on  a  Friday,  or  that  their 
keel  was  laid  on  a  Friday,  or  that  they  were  cursed  when  building  or 
when  about  to  sail^  or  had  a  Jonas  on  board,  or  for  some  other  equally 
cogent  reason.  I  always  found  that  a  bad  captain  and  master  and  a 
careless  crew  was  the  Jonas  most  to  be  dreaded,  and  that  to  ill-fit  and 
ill-find*^a  ship  was  the  worst  curse  which  could  be  bestowed  on  her.  I 
should  have  been  considered  a  great  heretic  if  I  had  publicly  expressed 
such  opinions  in  my  younger  days ;  indeed,  I  probably  did  not  think  of 
them  as  I  do  now.  The  ''  Charon"  was  considered  a  lucky  ship,  or,  in 
other  words,  Captain  Symonds  was  a  carefiil  commander,  and  so  few  on 
board  had  any  fear  of  our  falling  in  with  an  overpowering  enemy  or 
meeting  with  any  other  mishap.  They  could  not  as  yet  be  proved  to  be 
wrong ;  the  gale  abated  on  Uie  28th.  The  following  day  the  weather 
became  moderate  and  £Edr,  and  we  rejoined  the  fleet  off  the  capes  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Chesapeake.  We  found  the  squadron  augmented  by  the 
arrival  of  two  or  three  ships  from  the  West  India  station.  These  were  to 
have  joined  to  take  part  in  the  operations  about  to  be  commenced,  but  the 
terrific  hurricane  which  had  lately  raged  over  those  regions  had  either 
totally  destroyed  or  disabled  so  many,  that  no  others  were  then  in  a  fit 
condition  to  proceed  to  our  assistance.  Several  of  the  officers  came  on 
board  of  us,  among  them  many  old  friends  of  mine,  and  from  them  I 
gathered  some  accounts  of  that  tremendous  visitatioo. 
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It  fiist  broke  on  the  Island  of  Jamaica^  at  the  little  seaport  town  of 
Savannah-la-Mer.  Xhat  hapless  place,  with  the  adjacent  country,  was 
almost  entirely  overwhelmed  hy  the  sea,  which  rushed  in  over  it  with 
tremendous  force,  driven  on  by  the  fdry  of  a  tempest  whose  force  has 
rarely  been  surpassed.  The  gale  began  at  about  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon from  the  S.K,  increasing  in  violence  till  four  p.m.,  when  it  veered 
to  the  south,  then  reaching  its  height,  and  continued  thus  till  eight,  when 
it  began  to  abate.  Terrible  was  the  havock  committed  in  those  few 
hours.  The  waves,  raised  to  a  height  never  before  witnessed,  foaming  and 
roaring,  rushed  with  irresistible  impetuosity  towards  the  land,  sweeping 
into  the  bay  and  carr3ring  before  it  every  building  it  encountered ;  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  it  overtook  being  drowned,  while  the  rest  fled  shrieking 
before  it  for  safety  to  the  Savannah.  There  the  ruins  only  of  houses 
remained  to  afford  them  shelter.  To  add  to  the  honor  of  the  scene, 
lightning  of  the  most  vivid  description  flashed  firom  the  skies — the  wind 
and  waves  howled  and  roared  in  concert — darkness  came  on,  and  the  earth 
itself  shook  and  trembled  as  if  about  to  swallow  up  those  whom  the  waters 
or  their  falling  habitations  had  spared*  The  smaller  vessels  at  anchor  in 
the  bay  were  driven  on  shore  and  dashed  to  pieces,  and  the  largest  were 
torn  from  their  anchors  and  carried  up  far  into  the  morass,  whence  they 
could  never  be  removed*  One  ship,  the  **  Princess  Boyal,"  was  hove  on 
her  beam  ends,  but  again  righted  by  the  earthquake  or  by  the  force  of  the 
wind,  and  was  left  fixed  firmly  in  the  ground. 

With  the  morning  light  the  scene  of  destruction  presented  to  the  eyes  ot 
the  survivors  was  truly  heart-rending.  The  ground  where  the  town  had 
stood  was  strewed  with  the  mangled  forms  of  the  dead  and  dying,  scattered 
among  the  fragments  of  their  dwellings.  Scarcely  a  roof  remained  whole 
or  a  wall  standing.  Of  aU  the  sugar-works  none  remained;  the  phdntain 
walks  were  destroyed ;  every  cane-piece  was  levelled ;  and  some  hundred 
people,  whites  and  negroes,  were  killed.  In  Montego  Bay,  and  indeed 
throughout  the  island,  the  consequences  of  the  tempest  were  equally 
disastrous.  But  if  people  on  shore  suffered  thus,  still  more  melancholy 
was  the  fjEite  of  the  numerous  fleets  which  came  within  its  influence. 
Those  of  England,  France,  and  Spain  equally  suffered;  many  being 
wrecked,  and  others  foundering  with  all  hands. 

The  hurricane  did  not  reach  the  Leeward  Islands  till  the  19th.  It  raged 
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at  Bridgetown^-  Barbadoes,  from  the  IQtk  to  the  16tii,  with  no  less  foxy 
than  elsewheiOi  The  eyening  of  the  9th  was  paiticolarly  ca^hn,  though  a 
glow  of  an  Tinnsual  red  appeared  in  the  sky,  and  heavy  rain  began  to 
fyJL  On  the  moming  of  the  10th  the  hniticane  b^gan^  and  by  the  after- 
noon the  **  Albemarle  "  frigate  and  all  the  merchantmen  in  the  bay  parfced 
trGm  their  anchors  and  drove  to  sea.  By  night  the  fury  of  the  tempest 
had  reached  its  utmost  height^  and  dreadful  were  theconseq^uences.  It  is 
impossible  to  describe  the  scries  of  horror  and  distress  occurring  on  every 
side.  A  friend  of  mine  waa  at  the  house  of  the  governor^  which  was  a 
circular  building  with  very  thick  walk.  The  roo^  however,  soon  began 
to  fall  in,  and  the  famHj  were  compelled  to  take  shelter  in  the  cellar.  The 
water,  howcTer,  speedily  H^und.  its  way  there,  and,  rising  four  feet^  drove 
them  into  the  open  air,  through  showers  of  tiles  and  bricks  and  timber 
falling  on  every  side.  They  at  last  took  shelter  under  a  gun-cairiage,  but 
several  guns  were  diunounted,  and  every  instant  they  dreaded  being 
crushed  by  the  one  under  which  they  were  sitting.  They  were  close,  also, 
to  the  powder^  magazine.  •  A  flash  of  lightning  might  destroy  them  in  a 
moment.  The  armoury  had  been  already  blown  down,  and  all  the  arms 
and  stores  and  oi&er  things  in  it  were  scattered  around.  Ko  place  seemed 
safe,  for  whole  roofa  were  lifted  up,  and  beams  were  blown  about  like 
feathers,  and  darted  with  violence  to  the  ground :  so  that  the  roar  of  the 
elements,  the  crashing  made  by  the  falling  houses,  and  the  shrieks  of  the 
inhabitants,  were  almost  more  than  human  courage  could  bear. 

All  waited  anxiously  looking  for  the  dawn  of  day,  but  the  light  only 
exhibited  a  scene  which  made  them  wish  that  it  were  again  dark.  Only 
ruin  and  desolation  were  visible  on  every  side ;  houses  overthrown,  trees 
and  plantations  lovelled,  the  ground  strewed  with  dead  bodies,  and  the 
shore  covered  with  wrecks.  At  the  other  islands  life  and  property  suffered 
equally.  At  Si  Pierre,  in  Martinique,  the  new  hospital  of  ^otre  Dame 
was  blown  down,  overwhelming  1600  patients,  and  1400  other  houses 
were  destroyed.  In  Fort  Boyal  Bay  four  ships  foundered,  and  every  soul 
perished.  At  St.  Lucia  the  desianiction  was  very  great.  His  Miyesty's 
ship  '^  Amazon "  was  driven  to  sea  and  most  miraculously  escaped 
foundering.  She  was  commanded  by  the  Honourable  Captain  William 
Clement  Finch.  An  old  fiiend  of  mine,  one  of  the  lieutenants,  gave  me 
the  following  accouBk :--» 
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'*  We  saw  by  the  look  of  the  weather  that  a  humcane  was  coming  on, 
hat  while  we  were  making  everything  snug  it  was  down  upon  ns^  and  we 
were  diiven  from  our  anchors,  happily  oat  to  sea,  instead  of  on  the  shore. 
We  at  once  got  the  ship  under  storm  staysails,  and  as  long  as  the  canvaa 
held  she  behaved  admirably ;  but  as  night  drew  on  the  gale  increased 
and  every  stitch  of  canvas  was  blown  from  the  bolt  ropes.  It  is  im- 
possible to  describe  the  terrific  fury  of  the  gale  by  this  time.  One  thing 
was  very  clear,  that  if  we  did  not  cut  away  the  masts  they  would  efther 
go  by  the  board,  or  she  herself,  from  her  terrific  labouring,  would  go  dowiL 
The  captain  evidently  did  not  Uke  to  cripple  the  ship  by.  c^tting  away 
the  masts,  and  kept  waiting  in  the  hopes  that  the  gale  was  at  its  height 
and  would  soon  abate.  Yain  was  the  hope.  The  gale,  on  the  contrary, 
kept  increasing.  At  last  he  sent  them  aloft  to  cut  away  the  main-top- 
mast. Quick  as  lightning  they  flew  to  obey  the  order^  for  they  wdl 
knew  how  much  depended  on  its  execution.  Scarcely  were  they  aloft 
when  the  hurricane  struck  us  with  greater  fury  than  ever. 

** '  Down,  down,  for  your  Uveal'  shouted  the  captain;  'the  main-mast 
must  go.' 

''  While  we  were  waiting  for  the  men  to  come  down — ^and  never  did  a 
few  moments  of  my  life  appear  so  long;  for  I  knew  that  every  single  one 
was  of  importance — a  terrific  gust  struck  the  ship.  Over  she  heeled; 
down,  down  she  went. 

**  *  She's  gone,  she's  gone!'  shrieked  out  many  on  deck. 

^'I  hoped  that  she  would  lift  again,  but  she  did  not  Lower  and 
lower  she  sank.  All  who  were  on  deck,  captain,  officers  and  crew, 
who  could  manage  it,  clambered  up  on  the  ship's  side.  Some  poor  feUows 
who  were  to  leeward,  and  unable  to  haul  themselves  up  to  the  weather 
side,  were  washed  off  by  the  foaming  sea,  and,  unable  to  help  them, 
we  saw  them  drowned  before  our  eyes.  We  felt  that  in  another 
moment  their  feite  might  be  ours,  for  so  &r  gone  was  the  ship  that 
the  wheel  on  the  quarterdeck  was  already  under  water,,  and  to  our 
dismay  we  saw  that  the  ship  was  settling  down  every  moment  lower 
and  lower.  AH  the  time  she  kept  moving  about  terrifically,  and  all 
we  could  do  was  to  cling  on  and  watch  for  oar  approaching  dissolution. 
Higher  every  instant  rose  the  water,  and  it  had  now  reached  the  after- 
part  af  the  canosade  slides  on  the  weather  sida    All  hope  was  now 
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gone.  Ko  fillip  with  a  heayy  armament  like  otus  had  eyer  floated  in  snch 
a  position.  Those  who  could  or  daied  pray  piajed ;  the  rest  waited 
in  dull  or  hardened  indifference  for  their  fiEtte.  There  was  a  tremendous 
deafening  crash.  I  thought  our  last  moment  had  come,  but  no,  at  that 
instant  I  saw  the  masts  breaking  away  like  mere  fieiggots;  the  bow- 
sprit, spanker-boom,  everything  went,  and  with  a  spring  the  ship  righted 
80  much  that  the  lee  gunwale  rose  even  with  the  water's  edge. 

<<  *  Kow,  my  lads,'  shouted  out  our  captain  in  a  tone  which  animated 
all  hands;  '  now's  our  time !  Overboard  with  the  guns;  we  shall  yet  keep 
the  ship  afloat.' 

''We  all  scrambled  back  on  the  deck,  and  everybody,  fore  and  aft^ 
set  to  work  with  a  will  to  obey  the  captain's  orders.  Capstan-bars, 
handspikes  and  axes  were  in  requisition  for  active  service.  First  we 
got  the  lee  quarter-deck  guns  and  carronades  overboard;  then  we 
hurried  forward  and  launched  one  of  the  forecastle  guns  into  the  sea, 
and  cut  away  the  sheet  anchor.  All  the  weight  we  took  off  the  lee 
side  had  so  good  an  effect  that  still  more  of  the  ship's  side  rose  above 
water,  and  we  found  that  we  could  get  at  the  lee  guns  on  the  main 
deck.  What  was  of  equal  importance  also,  we  were  able  to  reach  the 
pumps.  The  first  thing  was  to  get  the  lee  main  deck  guns  overboard.  It 
was  some  of  the  most  trying  work  we  had  yet  to  perform.  As  I  looked 
aft^  and  then  glanced  forward,  I  could  not  help  perceiving,  as  I  believed, 
that  the  ship  was  going  down  stem  foremost  Others  were  under  the 
same  impression.  Still  a  daring  body,  led  by  the  gallant  Fackenham, 
our  first  lieutenant^  worked  away  with  such  determination  that  one 
gun  after  the  other  was  sent  plunging  into  the  ocean.  Meantime  the 
pumps  were  rigged,  and  we  made  a  desperate  attempt  to  free  the  ship 
from  water.  Already  it  was  above  the  cable  on  the  orlop  deck,  and  there 
was  an  immense  quantity  between  decks.  Our  previous  unexpected  suc- 
cess encouraged  us  to  proceed.  Ko  men  ever  worked  with  a  better  will 
than  did  our  people ;  stiU,  it's  my  belief  that  seamen  always  will  thus 
work  when  a  good  example  is  set  them.  We  were  evidently  diminishing 
the  water,  and  the  ship  was  no  longer  sinking,  when  an  accident  occurred 
which  made  us  again  almost  abandon  hope.  On  examination,  it  proved 
to  be  that  the  stump  of  the  main-maat  had  worked  out  of  the  stop  and 
been  driven  against  one  of   the  chain-pumps.    The  carpenter  and  hia 
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mate  and  crew  htiiried  below  to  see  what  could  be  done,  but  scarcely 
were  they  theie  when  the  ciy  arose  that  the  other  pump  was  useless. 
Still  they  were  undaunted.  While  the  stump  of  the  mast  was  being 
secured,  they  laboured  away  to  repair  the  damage.  At  length  one  of  the 
pumps  was  put  to  rights :  a  cheerful  shout  announced  the  fiict.  Then  we 
set  to  work  on  the  other,  which  was  in  time  cleared,  and  once  more  the 
water  flowed  out  at  the  lee  scuppers  in  a  full  stream.  The  ship  was 
strong,  and  tight  as  a  corked  bottle.  Wonderful  as  it  may  seem,  not  a 
leak  had  been  sprung.  The  ship  having  at  length  been  got  somewhat  to 
rights,  the  crew  were  mustered,  when  it  was  found  that  twenty  men  had 
been  drowned  or  seriously  disabled.  In  a  few  hours  she  was  cleared  of 
water,  but  there  we  lay,  a  helpless  wreck  on  the  ocean,  an  easy  prey  to 
the  smallest  enemy.  Our  safety  existed,  we  knew,  in  the  fact  that  every 
other  vessel  afloat  must  be  in  nearly  an  equally  bad  condition.  When 
the  weather  moderated  we  rigged  jury-masts,  and  after  great  exertion  got 
back  into  harbour,  thankful  to  heaven  for  our  providential  preservation 
from  a  fate  to  which  so  many  of  our  fellow-men  had  been  doomed.'' 

Of  his  Mtgesty's  ships  alone,  a  great  number  were  lost  or  dismasted. 
The  '^  Thunderer,"  74,  Captain  Walshingham,  which  had  just  arrived  at  the 
station  with  a  convoy  from  England,  was  lost  with  all  hands.  The  ^*  Scar- 
borough," of  20  guns,  was  also  lost  with  all  hands.  The  '^  Stirling 
Castle,"  64  guns,  was  lost,  only  the  captain,  Carteret,  and  fifty  people 
escaping.  The  "  Phoenix,"  44—"  Deal  Castle,"  24—"  Endeavour  "  brig, 
1 4,  were  lost^  part  only  of  the  crews  escaping.  The  "  Berwick,"  74 — 
"Hector,"  74— " Grafton,"  74,  Captain  Collingwood—" Trident,"  64— 
"Ruby,"  64— "Bristol,"  50— " Ulysses,"  44,  and  "Pomona,"  lost  aU 
their  masts,  while  the  two  first  had  also  to  throw  all  their  guns  overboard. 
They  formed  the  squadron  which  had  sailed  from  Port  Eoyal  with  the 
trade  for  Europe,  under  Rear-Admiral  Eowley.  He,  with  five  only  of 
his  ships  in  a  most  shattered  condition,  returned  to  Jamaica,  while  the 
"  Berwick  "  separated  from  him,  and,  almost  a  wreck,  arrived  under  jury- 
masts  in  England,  no  one  expecting  that  she  would  keep  afloat  tOl  they 
got  there. 

Again  I  must  sing,  as  I  often  have  to  do, — 

"Te  gentlemen  of  England,  who  live  at  home  at  eue. 
Ah !  little  do  yon  think  upon  the  dangers  of  the  seaB." 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 

Old  Nora  dream.— Hie  ''Charon"  on  shore.— Afloat  at  last— Exped^don  np  the 
CSiesapeake. — Sent  on  shore. — Capture  gnides  and  ho8tageB.-^ViBit  Hampton. — 
Eindlj  reo^Ted  hy  Uadeline'a  friends.— Her  likeness  bnt  not  herself.— Warned  of 
approach  of  an  enemy .-^Wo  retvMt,  and  tegain  oar  ship. 

With  a  pioud  confidence  that  -nre  were  sailing  on  to  victoiy,  and  as  all 
hoped  and  believed  to  bring  the  war  to  a  conclusion^  the  squadron  entered 
the  Chesapeake  on  the  evening  of  the  dOth  of  December. 

The  ''  Chaion,"  however,  did  not  make  a  good  beginning.  The  lead 
was  kept  going,  and  with  a  fair  and  light  breeze  we  were  running  quietlj 
on.  Suddenly,  just  as  eight  bells  had  struck,  there  was  a  shock  felt — ^not  a 
very  violent  one,  happily — but  the  cause  we  knew  too  well ;  the  sblp 
was  on  shore  on  the  Willoughby  ShoaL  The  canvas  was  fuded,  and 
an  attempt  instantly  made  to  get  her  off;  but  there  did  not  then  iqppear 
much  chance  of  our  efforts  proving  successfiiL  We  had  he&nL  toiling 
awaj  for  two  or  three  hours,  and  still  the  ship  stuck  fast. 

**  I  don't  like  this  here  event  by  no  means  at  all,  Tom,"  I  heard  Kol 
Grampus  observe  to  Tom  Eockets. 

Kol,  though  a  sensible  fellow  in  the  main^  was  a  thorough  old  salt,  and 
with  all  the  usual  prejudices  of  his  class. 

"  To  my  mind  ill-luck  has  set  in  against  us.  I  had  a  dream  toother 
night.  I  thought  as  how,  while  we  was  a-standing  on  under  all  sail, 
thinking  ourselves  aU  right  and  &ee  from  danger,  far  away  fipom  land, 
I  saw  a  big  fish — she  was  a  whopper,  depend  on  that — a-swimming 
along  over  the  sea.  I  looked  at  her,  and  she  opened  her  mouth  and  mads 
right  at  the  ship.  Her  upper  jaw  reached  far  up  above  the  main-top- 
mast tmck,  and  the  lower  one,  Pd  no  doubt^  dipped  far  away  down 
below  her  keeL  Well,  as  I  was  a-saying,  on  she  came,  roaring  away 
like  a  young  porpoise,  and  heaving  the  foam  right  over  our  mast- 
heads. I  knew  what  would  happen,  and  so  it  did.  Just  as  easily  as 
the  big  shark  in  Port   Eoyal  harbour  would   swallow  a  nigger  boy, 
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she  made  a  snap  at  the  ship  and  bolted  us  all^  masts  and  spars  and 
hull,  and  I  felt  as  how  we  was  all  a-being  cronched  np  in  her  jaws.  I 
woke  with  a  start,  which  made  me  almost  jnmp  dean  out  of  my  hammock; 
all  oyer  in  a  cold  sweat,  and  right  glad  I  was  to  find  that  it  wasn't  tnie; 
bul^  d'ye  see,  Tom^  as  to  going  to  sleep  again,  I  couldn't  for  the  life  of 
me,  but  lay  awake  a-kicking  up  my  toes  and  turning  the  matter  over  in 
my  mind.  Says  I  to  myself,  'There's  some  harm  a-coming  to  the  old 
barkie  of  some  sort  or  other,  or  my  name's  not  Nol  Grampus.  When  we 
gets  ashore  this  eyening,'  says  I  to  myself,  'this  is  the  b^;inning  on  it^' 
and  youll  see  my  words  comes  true,  Tom." 

There  was  not  light  enough  to  allow  me  to  obeerye  Sockets'  coun- 
tenasice,  but  I  felt  yery  sure,  £K>m  the  exclamations  in  which  he  indulged, 
that  he  was  taking  in  the  whole  matter  with  open-mouthed  credulity, 
scarcely  understanding  that  Gnonpus  was  only  describing  his  dream,  and 
that  he  had  fiilly  made  up  his  mind  that  some  dreadful  accident  was 
about  to  happen  to  the  ship.  The  scene  I  haye  been  describing  took 
place  during  one  of  the  cessations  from  labour,  while  the  captain  and 
first  lieutenant  and  master  were  considering  what  means  could  next  be 
adopted  to  get  the  ship  afloat  again.  I  was  anxious  that  Nol's  remarks 
should  not  be  heard  by  the  rest  of  the  crew,  for  I  knew  by  experience 
how  greedily  sueh  an  idea  as  the  one  he  had  expressed— «that  the  ship  was 
doomed — ^might  be- taken  up  by  the  crew,  and  perhaps  produce  the  eyery 
eyent  he  had  predicted.  I  was  about  to  step  forward  and  interfere^  wher 
the  order  was  issued  to  ^cany  out  another  anchor  astern,  and  Grampus  and 
his  listener  had  to  go  about  their  duty.  All  night  long  we  were  toiling 
away,  getting  out  all  our  anchors,  starting  the  water,  eyen  lowering  some 
of  the  guns  into  the  boats. 

"  I  told  you  so ;  I  knew  how  it  would  be,"  I  heard  Grampus  remark 
just  as  he  happened  to  meet  Tom,  while  I  was  passing.  ''  Ill-luck  has 
come  to  the  ship,  and  iU-ludc  will  stick  to  her,  unless  so  be  we  gets  a 
parson  aboard  and  manages  to  heaye  him  into  the  sea.  That'll  set 
things  to  lights  again,  may  be." 

I  was  amused  at  the  old  man's  recipe  for  ayerting  the  doom  from  the 
ship.  It  was  not,  howeyer,  new  to  me^  for  I  had  before  heard  a  similar 
proposal  made  under  like  drcumstances.  I^eyer  did  a  set  of  men  labour 
and  toil  more  perseyerin^^y  than  did  our  crew  that  night.    Still  the  ahip 
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Btnck  fast.  It  1)6001116  at  last  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  we  should  hare 
to  throw  all  our  guns  overboard^  and  perhaps  our  proTisions  and  ammu- 
nition ;  and  if  so,  all  hopes  of  gaining  prize-money  or  of  doing  anything 
in  the  way  of  fighting  was  over  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Captain 
Bymonds  of  course  was  unwilling  to  resort  to  this  altertiatiye  till  the  last. 
Grog  was  served  out  to  all  hands,  and  then  we  set  to  again  with  a  wilL 
Hour  after  hour  passed ;  as  yet  the  weather  remained  moderate,  but  we 
could  not  conceal  firom  ourselves  the  disagreeable  &ct  that,  should  it  come 
on  to  blow,  in  the  position  in  which  we  were  placed,  the  ship  would  too 
probably  be  knocked  to  pieces.  We  were  all  so  busily  employed  that  the 
hours  did  not  pass  so  heavily  as  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  We 
were  in  constant  movement  ourselves,  and  had  to  keep  the  ship  in  con- 
stant movement  to  prevent  her  from  forming  a  bed  for  herself  in  the 
sand.  The  tide,  which  was  ebbing  when  we  got  on  shore,  at  last  turned 
and  began  to  flow.  Slow  enough  it  came  in  to  suit  our  impatience.  At 
length  dawn  appeared.  The  crokers  were  of  opinion  that  the  clouds 
looked  threatening.  ^'  If  a  gale  springs  up,  the  old  ship  will  leave  her  bones 
here,  that's  very  certain,"  I  heard  one  or  two  of  them  remark.  I  watched 
the  current  as  it  came  sweeping  by  us ;  the  water  was  evidently  rising 
round  the  ship.  Again  all  the  strain  we  could  command  was  put  on  the 
hawsers,  Kone  but  a  seaman  can  understand  the  satisfiftctory  sensations 
we  experienced  as  her  vast  bulk  yielded  to  our  efforts.  We  felt  that  she 
was  gliding  off  the  bank.  "  She  moves,  she  moves !  hunah,  hurrah !"  was 
shouted  fore  and  aft.  Her  speed  increased,  round  went  the  capstan  right 
merrily.  Again  and  again  the  men  shouted.  She  was  dear  of  the  bank. 
One  after  the  other  the  anchors  were  weighed,  sail  was  made  on  the  ship, 
and  rapidly  we  glided  up  the  mighty  Chesapeake.  We  proceeded  up  as 
high  as  Kewportneuse,  and  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  did  we  come 
on  the  enemy  that  a  considerable  number  of  merchantmen  were  unable 
to  make  their  escape.  As  soon  as  we  had  brought  up,  the  boats  were 
lowered,  and  away  we  went  in  chase. 

The  moment  the  crews  made  out  who  we  were,  they  cut  their  cables 
and  ran,  while  we  in  hot  speed  went  after  them.  Some  few  gave  it  up  as 
a  hopeless  case  and  hauled  down  their  colours ;  others  ran  on  shore,  and 
their  crews  set  them  on  fire,  or  we  did  so,  to  pievent  any  one  from  bene* 
fiting  by  them.    They  were  mostly  loaded  with  Yiiginian  tobacco.    No 
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one  in  the  fleet  wanted  a  good  supply  of  the  fragrant  weed  after  that.  We 
took  or  destroyed  a  dozen  or  more  brigs  and  schooners.  It  might  have 
heen  necessary,  bnt  it  was  cruel  work,  and  I  did  not  think  it  was  the  best 
way  to  make  the  planters  of  Virginia  lore  ns  the  more.  Such  is  the  way 
our  expedition  commenced  operations. 

Before  I  proceed  I  must  recommend  my  readers  to  look  at  a  map  of 
Yiiginia  bordering  the  southern  or  rather  western  side  of  the  Chesa- 
peake,  and  examine  the  scene  of  the  operations  which,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  General  Arnold,  we  were  about  to  commence  against  the  rebels. 
To  the  east  will  be  found  that  large  estuary  of  the  Atlantic  running  nearly 
north  and  south,  and  known  as  Chesapeake  bay,  or  gulf,  or  river.  It 
forms  the  eastern  boundary  of  Virginia,  flowing  into  it  from  the  west 
the  river  Potomac  bounds  the  State  on  the  north,  while  a  vast  marsh, 
known  by  the  unattractive  name  of  the  Dismal  Swamp,  separates  it  on 
the  south  from.  Korlh  Carolina.  Between  the  Potomac  and  the  Dismal 
Swamp  several  other  rivers  and  creeks  are  to  be  found.  The  largest  is 
James  river,  with  Portsmouth  and  Gosport  near  the  mouth.  Bunning 
into  it  on  the  north  is  Hampton  creek,  on  which  stands  the  town  of 
Hampton,  and  a  little  to  the  north  of  it  again  is  York  river  and  York 
Town,  which  was  to  become  the  scene  of  operations  of  a  character  most 
disastrous  to  the  royal  cause.  York  Town  stands  on  an  elbow  of  York 
liver,  between  it  and  James  river.  Some  way  up  James  river,  is  the  town 
of  Bichmond,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  The  country  was,  at 
the  time  of  which  I  am  speaking,  as  densely  populated  and  as  well  culti- 
vated as  any  part  of  the  province  of  Korth  America.  The  Dismal  Swamp 
is  an  exception  to  the  fertility  of  the  surrounding  country.  It  is  a  vast 
quagmire,  composed  of  vegetable  matter  and  the  decayed  roots  of  trees 
and  plants.  On  the  surface  appear  in  rich  luxuriance  every  species  of 
aquatic  plants,  from  the  delicate  green  moss  to  the  tall  cypress.  It  covers, 
I  was  told,  an  area  of  a  thousand  square  miles,  and  is  forty  miles  long  and 
twenty-five  broad,  having,  however,  in  the  centre,  a  lake  of  some  size 
fringed  to  the  very  borders  with  dense  masses  of  trees  which  extend  even 
into  the  water  itself.  The  water  is  perfectly  level  with  the  banks,  and 
sometimes  overflows  them.  Altogether,  from  its  uninhabitable  and  im- 
passable character,  and  the  sombre  appearance  of  its  vegetable  produc* 
tions,  it  well  deserves  the  name  given  to  it. 
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The  last  day  of  the  year  1780  had  now  anired.  Captain  Sylnonds  sent 
for  me  and  informed  me  that  I  had  had  the  honour  of  being  selected  for 
some  important  duty,  and  that  he  could  fully  rely  on  my  carrying  it  oat 
with  my  usual  zeal,  energy,  and  discretion.  I  bowed,  and  replied  that  I 
was  always  anxious  to  do  my  duty ;  but  my  heart,  I  confess,  did  beat 
rather  quickly  and  anxiously  in  consequence  of  the  possibility  I  at  once 
saw  of  realizing  the  hopes  I  had  so  long  entertained.  I  need  not,  how- 
ever, again  revert  to  that  subject. 

*'  Some  intelligent  pilots  are  required  to  conduct  tiie  men-of-war  and 
transports  up  James  river,  as  also  some  guides  are  wanted  for  the  army 
when  they  land,"  said  my  captain.  "  Now  you  see,  Mr.  Hurry,  as  thcrjr 
won't  come  simply  because  they  are  wanted,  you  are  to  go  on  shore  and 
catch  them.  Captain  Hawthorne  of  the  80th  Begiment,  with  two  detach- 
ments, one  from  the  Queen's  Eangers  and  one  of  his  own  men,  will  accom- 
pany you.  Ycfa  will  have  altogether  fully  three  hundred  men.  With 
their  courage  and  discipline  they  will  be  a  match  for  a  thousand  or  two 
thousand  rebels,  and  I  expect  that  you  will  cany  out  your  instructions 
with  credit  to  yourself  and  advantage  to  the  service." 

I  bowed,  and  the  captain  continued :  '*  It  is  believed  that  the  enemy 
have  secured  some  of  their  vessels  in  Hampton  creek.  Ton  are  to  find 
out  where  they  are,  and,  if  you  can,  take  possession  of  them  und  bring 
them  away.  If  not,  bum  or  destroy  them ;  at  all  events,  acquaint  yourself 
sufficiently  with  the  country  to  enable  you  to  lead  an  expedition  up  the 
creek  to  capture  them.  With  r^;ard  to  the  inhabitants,,  you  are  to  treat 
them  with  civility  and  in  a  conciliatory  manner.  If  necessary,  of  course 
you  will  coerce  them,  but  as  much  as  possible  show  them  that  we  come 
as  friends  rather  than  as  foes.'' 

Having  assured  the  captain  that  I  fully  comprehended  my  directions, 
and  would  endeavour  to  carry  them  out  to  the  full,  I  took  my  departure 
to  prepare  for  the  expedition. 

I  had  a  hundred  picked  men  with  me,  including  Nol  Grampus  and 
Tom  BocketS)  whom  I  kept  by  me  as  my  body-guard.  We  got  the  soldiers 
all  on  shore  by  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  at  l^ewportneuse,  where  I 
joined  them  with  the  blue  jackets.  Meeting  with  no  opposition,  we  were 
under  the  impression  that  oiu^  landing  was  unnoticed.  Forming  on  the 
shore  we  began  our  march  at  about  eight  o'clock  in  good  military  order, 
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the  Eangeis  in  hont,  the  seamen  in  the  centre,  and  the  80th  in  the  rear, 
-with  advanced  and  flanking  parties  irom  the  Bangers.  I  felt  that  we  were 
in  an  enemy's  cotintry,  that  any  moment  we  might  be  attacked,  and  that 
each  precantions  as  we  were  taking  were  in  no  way  derogatory  to  those 
who  would  desire  to  be  considered  braye  men.  Others,  as  wiU  afterwards 
be  seen,  held  a  different  opinion  and  snflered  accordingly.  Captain  Haw- 
thorne, however,  folly  agreed  with  me  in  the  wisdom  of  adopting  the  pre- 
cautions I  proposed.  We  advanced  in  perfect  silence,  feeling  our  way, 
for  we  were  ignorant  of  where  the  path  we  were  following  would  lead  us. 
Eoad,  properly  so  called,  there  was  none.  After  proceeding  half  a  mile  or 
so  through  a  tolerably  ()pen  country  we  reached  a  thick  wood,  extending 
80  fax  before  us  on  either  side  that  it  was  in  vain  to  hope  to  pass  round  it. 
Whether  or  not  it  was  full  of  lurking  enmnies  we  could  not  telL  There 
was  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  penetrate  through  it  There  was  something 
soliBnm  and  rather  depressing  in  the  deep  silence  of  that  gloomy  forest, 
with  the  tall  gaunt  trees  towering  above  our  heads  and  shutting  out  the 
sky  itself  ^m  view.  In  some  places  it  was  so  dark  that  we  could  scarcely 
discover  our  way,  and  as  we  marched  on  we  went  stumbling  into  holes 
and  over  fallen  trunks  of  trees  and  branches^  and  more  than  once  I  found 
myself  up  to  my  middle  in  the  rotten  stem  of  some  ancient  monarch  oi 
the  forest  long  recumb^it  on  the  ground.  Some  of  the  men  declared  that 
the  wood  was  full  of  rattle-snakes,  and  that  they  heard  them  rattling  away 
their  tails  aa  they  went  gliding  and  wriggling  along  over  the  ground,  rather 
surprised  at  having  their  haunts  invaded  by  the  tramping  of  so  many  hun- 
dred feet.  Othe)rs  asserted  that  there  were  ghosts  and  hobgoblins  and 
evil  spirits  of  all  eorts  infesting  the  locality ;  indeed,  I  suspect  that  there 
was  scarcely  a  man  among  them  who  would  not  more  willingly  have  met  a 
whole  army  of  mortal  enemies  rather  than  have  remained  mudi  longer  in 
tliat  melancholy  solitude.  Every  moment  I  expected  to  hear  the  sharp 
crack  of  the  enemy's  rifles  and  to  see  the  wood  lighted  up  with  the 
flashes,  for  I  could  scarcely  suppose  that  they  would  aHow  us  to  pass 
through  a  place,  where,  without  much  risk  to  th^nselves,  they  might  so 
easily  molest  us  and  probably  escape  scot-free.  On  we  noarched,  or  rather 
stumbled  and  groped  our  way,  tOl  at  length  we  emerged  from  the  wood 
into  the  clear  light  which  the  starry  sky  and  pure  atmosphere  afforded  us. 
We  were  now  among  fields  and  fences^  which  gave  us  intimation  that  some 
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human  habitations  weie  not  tax  off.  In  a  short  time  we  saw  before  us  a 
good-sized  mansion  standing  in  the  middle  of  a  farm,  with  yarions  out- 
honses.  Our  first  care  was  to  draw  up  our  men  closely  round  it.  Haw- 
thorne >and  I,  with  about  twenty  followers,  then  approached  the  front  door 
and  knocked  humbly  for  admission.  Soon  we  heard  the  Toice  of  a  negro 
inquiring  who  was  there. 

"  Some  gentlemen  who  wish  to  see  your  master  on  important  busi- 
ness/' I  answered. 

'^  Ki !  at  this  hour  !  Come  again  to-morrow,  den ;  massa  no  soe 
nobody  to-night," 

"  It  is  business  which  cannot  be  put  off/'  saidrL  "  Open,  Sambo,  you 
rascal,  or  I  shall  be  apt  to  break  your  head  or  your  shins  rather  before 
long  if  you  are  not  quick  about  it." 

Still  Sambo  seemed  to  have  his  suspicions  that  all  was  not  rights  and 
Tery  soon  we  heard  somebody  else  come  to  the  door  and  a  discussion 
commence  as  to  who  we  could  be.  Again  I  knocked  and  began  to  lose 
patience. 

"  Open,  Mendl"  I  exclaimed;  "we  are  not  robbers,  nor  are  we  officers 
of  the  law,  but  we  have  a  matter  in  which  we  want  your  assistance,  but 
cannot  delay." 

Soft  words  often  haye  an  effect  when  rough  ones  would  fail.  The  bolts 
were  withdrawn,  and,  the  door  opening,  a  gentleman  in  a  dressing-gown  and 
slippers,  his  wig  off,  his  waistcoat  unbuttoned,  and  his  whole  appearance 
showing  that  he  had  made  himself  comfortable  for  the  eyening,  stood, 
candle  in  hand,  before  us.  He  held  up  the  light  and  peered  before  him 
into  the  darkness  to  ascertain  who  we  could  be.  When  his  eye  fell  on 
our  uniforms  and  the  red  coats  of  the  soldiers  his  countenance  assumed 
a  most  ridiculously  scared  appearance,  and  with  a  groan  of  terror  he  let 
the  candlestick  fall  from  his  hands.  The  expiring  flame,  as  the  candle 
reached  the  ground,  showed  me  a  female  aim  stretched  out.  It  hauled 
him  through  a  doorway,  and  the  door  was  slammed  and  bolted  in  our 
faces.  Directly  afterwards  we  heard  a  window  thrown  up,  and  a  yoioe 
exclaimed, — 

''  Fly,  Ebenezer,  loye !  fly  and  hide  thyself,  or  these  red-coated  yillains 
will  be  the  death  of  thee  I" 

We   stood  yery  quietly  waiting  the  result.    I  knew  pretty  well 
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what  it  would  be.  In  two  minutes  a  voice  was  heard  outside  the 
window, — 

"  Oh,  mercy,  mercy  !  Bridget,  let  me  in  again,  let  me  in !"  it  said.  "The 
house  is  surrounded  by  armed  men,  and  thy  unhappy  husband  is  truly 
caught  in  the  snares  of  the  enemy/' 

We  had  no  time  to  spare,  so  I  thought  it  best  to  catch  our  friend  and 
see  what  we  could  make  of  him«  I  accordingly  knocked  at  the  door  and 
desired  to  be  admitted. 

"  Oh,  mercy,  mercy !  oh  dear,  oh  dear !"  was  the  only  answer  I  got, 

"  Well,  my  fi^ends,  I  can'wait  no  longer,"  I  exclaimed,  in  a  Toice  which 
showed  that  I  would  not  be  trifled  with.  "  I  have  something  to  commu- 
nicate to  you,  and  if  you  come  out  peaceably  it  will  save  trouble  and  be 
better  for  all  parties.  You  have  my  word  that  no  harm  whatever  is 
intended  you." 

There  was  some  discussion  inside.  I  knocked  pretty  loudly  two  or  three 
tinies  with  the  hilt  of  my  sword.  The  hint  was  taken,  and  at  length  the 
door  was  slowly  and  cautiously  opened,  and  the  worthy  &rmer  and  his 
portly  dame  stood  before  us.    I  asked  him  his  name. 

"Euggles,"  he  answered,  looking  as  if  he  did  not  love  me  certainly, 
^'Ebenezer  Buggies,  and  thafs  my  wife  Bridget.  And  now,  stranger, 
what  is  it  you  want  of  usi" 

"  Why,  my  friend,  all  I  want  you  to  do  is  to  guide  a  party  of  his 
Msgesty's  troops  and  blue  jackets  by  the  nearest  and  best  road  to  the  town 
of  Hampton,  and  to  give  me  such  other  information  as  I  may  reasonably 
require,"  I  replied,  somewhat  sternly.  "  I  have  lost  some  time  already, 
so  put  on  your  hat  and  great  coat  and  come  along." 

"What  I  you  are  going  to  carry  my  husband  off,  are  yout  Hell  not 
go ;  I  tell  you  that  he  shan't  1"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Bridget^  walking  up  in 
front  of  him,  like  a  turkey  hen  defending  her  young.  "  Whatever  you 
want  to  know  Pll  tell  you,  but  you  shan't  take  away  my  good  man  from 
me.  He'd  catch  his  death  of  cold,  I  know  he  would.  Here,  Jeremiah  I 
Boaz!  Timothy!  Lukel  Sarah!  Martha  I  Jane !  come  and  stop  your  dear 
father  from  beiag  shot^  murdered,  drowned,  hung  up  as  a  Tory !  Oh, 
dear,  oh  dear  I    I  don't  know  what  will  happen  to  him." 

As  she  spoke,  a  number  of  children  streamed  in  from  an  inner  room,  the 
smaller  ones  in  their  night-gowns,  and  all  more  or  less  in  cUsJiahtUe,  as  if 
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they  had  been  hmriedljsamiiioned  outof  their  beds.  They  looked  at  me,  and 
the  soldieis  and  sailois  behind  me^  and  then  thiew  themselyes  ahneking 
and  crying  ronnd  their  &th6r'6  neck.  As  I  knew  that  we  should  take 
very  good  care  of  the  poor  man,  I  could  not  stand  this  scene  Tery  lon^^ 
and  had  at  last  to  tell  him  that  he  must  put  an  end  to  it,  or  that  I  must 
order  the  soldiers  to  separate  him  £rom  his  children  and  to  carry  him  off 
by  force. 

"  Oh,  you  cruely  hard-hearted  slave  of  a  tyrant  1"  exdaimed  their 
mother,  advancing  boldly  towards  me;  f '  you  will  not  take  him  away — you 
will  not — yon  dare  not!    Youll  have  his  life  to  answer  for  if  you  do." 

''Come,  come,  madam,''  said  I,  '*we  must  end  this  business  at  once^ 
Tour  husband  must  accompany  me  at  all  events.  JSo  harm  will  happen 
to  him,  so  don't  be  aknned.  How,  sir,  put  on  your  hat  and  aocompanj 
me." 

I  had  a  strong  suspicion  that  she  wished  to  gain  time,  andhad  perhaps 
sent  o£P  some  one  to  txy  and  bring  down  th^  enemy  on  us. 
•  Again  thexe  was  a  furious  chorus  of  hugging  and.  shrieking,  and  crying 
and  kissing. 

"  Don't  go— you  shan't  go— Papa,  you  mustn't  go— we  won't  let  you 
go — hard-heazted,  cruel  tyrants!" 

Such  were  the  phrases  which  reached  my  ears,  but  Ebenezer  Buggies 
saw  that  I  was  in  earnest,  and,  signing  to  his  wife,  she  brought  him-  a 
thick  pair  of  shoes,  a  great  coat^  a  stick  and  his  hat^  and  then,  in  spite  of 
the  renewed  cries  of  his  children,  he  signified^  in  a  manly,  feadees  way, 
that  if  we  compelled  him  he  would  accompany  us  without  resistance.  I 
accordingly  took  him  by  the  arm,  and  succeeded  at  last  in  separating  hini 
from  his  wife  and  children,  and  leading  him  out  of  the  house.  Even 
after  we  had  got  some  distance  off  we  heard  the  cries  of  poor  Dame 
Bridget  and  her  disconsolate  brood.  Ebenezer  bore  the  trial  very 
well. 

"l^ow,  friend  Bugles,"  said  I,  ''you  must  understand  tbat^if  you 
guide  us  right  and  play  us  no  tricks,  we  wiU  restore  you  safe  to  your  wife 
and  family,  but  if  you  lead  us  into  any  diJOGiculty  I  shall  be  under  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  shooting  you  through  the  head." 

''  Oh !  if  that's  the  case,  then,  I  must  tell  you  that  you  have  come  two 
miles  oxA  of  the  zoad  to  Hampton/'  quoth  Mr.  Buggies.    "  If  jou  had 
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gone  an,  you  would  haTe  run  your  noses  against  a  pietty  strong  force  of 
OTur  States'  aimy,  who  would  have  made  mince-meat  of  you,  I  guess." 

<<  They  must  have  been  pretty  strong  to  impede  Uie  progress  of  a 
thousand  men/'  said  L  <' However,  lead  us  by  the  best  road  and  you 
shall  be  well  rewarded." 

''  That's  reaaonabky"  said  Buggies  ;  and  forthwith  turning  round,  away 
he  trudged  alongside  me  at  the  rate  of  nearly  four  miles  an  hour.  £te 
led  us  back  right  through  the  dark  wood  and  into  the  open  country,  and 
at  last  we  reached  a  fine  broad  open  road.  Along  that  we  marched  at  a 
great  rate.  We  soon,  howeyer,  came  to  a  house..  We  instantly  sujt- 
rounded  it,  and,  very  much  to  the  surprise  and  alarm  of  the  inhabitants, 
made  them  prisoners.  I  rather  think  that  ouir  &iend  Buggies  was  not 
sorry  to  have  a  companion  in  his  misfortunes.  We  soon  had  seyeRiL 
Every  house  we  came  to  we  surrounded,  and  had  to  capture  the  inha- 
bitants, that  they  might  not  escape  to  give  the  alarm  through  the 
country.  I  cannot  describe  aU  the  scenes  that  occurred.  Some  were 
rather  amusing,  as  we  knew  that  we  were  not  going  to  injure  the  poQ^ 
people.  Others  were  painful,  from  the  dreadful  alarm  into  which  both 
men  and  women  were  put  when  we  appeaired  at  their  doors.  Still 
greater  was  it  when  they  found  that  they  had  to  accompany  us  on  our 
march. 

The  night  was  drawing  on,  and  there  were  as  yet  no  signs  of  the  town 
for  which  we  were  bound.  Every  moment,  of  course,  increased  the 
probability  of  our  being  attacked,  for,  notwithstanding  all  our  precautions, 
we  scarcely  hoped  to  have  prevented  some  of  the  people  getting  off,  who 
might  give  noticeof  our  advance.  I  began  to  suspect  that  Idx.  Buggies  was 
playiz^  us  false.  I  told  him  so.  He  assured  me  that  we  were  dose  upon 
Hapipton.  I  cooked  my  pistol  to  lus  eai^  to  remind  him  what  would  be 
the  consequence  should  he  be  playing  us  false.  He  stood  firm,  and  my 
confidence  in  him  was  restored.  In  five  minutes  he  asked  me  to  halt  my 
people^  and  assured  me  we  were  close  upon  the  town.  Just  then  the 
advanced  guard  fell  back,  and  reported  that  they  had  suddenly  found 
themselves  at  the  entrance  of  a  town.  We  accordingly  formed  our  force 
into  three  divisions.  One  party  went  round  to  the  other  side,  one  remained 
where  we  then  were,  and  a  third,  which  I  led,  entered  the  town.  Having 
made  a  rapid  survey  of  the  place,  Cai^aiB  BKwtimsn»  and  I  placed  a 
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strong  l^ody  of  men  at  each  end  of  the  principal  streeta^  and  the  ontekirts 
of  the  town  being  at  the  same  time  strictly  watched,  we  felt  now  that  no 
one  could  escape  or  enter  the  place  without  our  knowledge.  These 
arrangements  being  made,  we  commenced  a  series  of  visits  to  the  abodes 
of  all  the  principal  inhabitants.  So  silently  had  we  proceeded  that  many 
of  them  were  not  aware  that  the  town  was  in  our  hands,  and  their  dismay 
may  be  more  easily  conceived  than  described  when  they  found  armed  men 
knocking  at  their  doors,  and  in  some  instances  breaking  them  open. 
One  of  the  first  houses  we  visited  was  that  of  an  oldish  gentleman — ^the 
richest  merchant)  we  were  told,  in  the  town.  We  knocked  at  first  gently, 
and  then  louder  and  louder,  tiU  we  heard  some  one  coming  along  the 
passage,  and  a  negro  voice  inquired  who  was  there  and  what  was  wanted. 
The  usualanswer,  '^  Your  master — ^business  of  importance— quick — quick ! " 
made  the  poor  black  without  further  consideration  open  the  door,  when 
in  we  rushed,  and  he,  stepping  back,  tumbled  head  over  heels,  and  upset 
two  or  three  of  the  first  men  who  got  in.  Amid  shouts  of  laughter  from 
us,  and  shrieks  and  cries  firam  a  whole  posse  of  negroes  who  ran  out 
from  their  own  dormitories,  we  hurried  up  to  the  principal  staircase.  The 
hubbub,  as  well  it  might,  roused  the  master  of  the  house  and  his  better 
half  from  their  drowsy  slumbers — so  we  concluded — ^for  a  gruff  voice  in 
tones  irate  began  scolding  away  from  the  top  of  the  stairs  at  the  blacks, 
demanding  why  they  made  so  terrific  a  noise^'oined  in  occasionally  by 
other  fax  sharper  notes. 

'^  The  blacks  are  not  to  blame,  old  gentleman,"  exclaimed  Hawthorne^ 
springing  up  the  stairs.  *^  How  do  you  do  f  We  call  upon  you  at  rather  an 
unseasonable  hour,  I  own,  but  our  stay  in  the  place  is  short  you  will 
xmderstand.  We  will  have  a  little  conversation  together  on  public  affairs, 
and  then  I  must  trouble  you  for  the  keys  of  your  stores,  or  an  order  for 
the  delivery  of  such  provisions  as  we  may  require,  for  which  I  am  directed 
to  offer  you  payment." 

The  old  gentleman,  not  compreh^ding  who  we  were,  was  almost 
struck  down  at  first  on  hearing  this  address,  but,  after  a  time,  recovering 
himself  he  begged  leave  to  slip  on  some  more  clothes,  and  promised  that 
he  would  then  come  down  into  his  sitting-room  and  speak  to  us. 

We  heard  him  and  the  sharp-voiced  lady  discussing  matters  upstairs; 

More  than  once  Hawthorne  had  to  sing  out, — 
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"  We  are  in  a  hurry,  sir — ^we  are  in  a  hurry/'  before  his  better  half 
would  let  him  appear, 

Ilefb  Hawthorne  and  him  to  settle  matters  while  I  with  my  men  proceeded 
to  other  houses.  We  had  given  strict  orders  that  no  violence  whatever 
was  to  be  used  towards  any  of  the  inhabitants,  and  I  fully  believe  that  the 
lieutenants  and  midshipmen  under  us  did  their  best  to  repress  anything 
of  the  sort.  Still  it  was  necessary  to  keep  a  watch  on  all  parties.  Of 
course  I  was  obeying  the  orders  I  had  received  in  what  I  did,  and  had  no 
choice;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  must  own  that  I  felt  excessive  repugnance 
in  thus  having  to  disturb  and  Mghten  out  of  their  senses  the  inhabitants 
of  a  quiet  town,  who  had  in  no  way  done  anything  to  offend  us.  I 
resolved,  however,  to  make  amends  to  them  by  every  means  in  my  power, 
by  treating  them  with  the  utmost  delicacy  and  kindness.  We  had  already 
seized  on  a  dozen  or  more  of  the  principal  people,  and  marched  them  ofT 
to  the  square  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  where  they  were  kept  under  a 
strong  guard  as  hostages  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  rest,  and  as  a 
guarantee  for  our  safety  while  we  remained  in  the  place.  Kot  slight  was 
the  alarm  and  agitation  when  they  were  told  that  the  instant  any  attempt 
was  made,  either  by  any  of  their  fellow-townsmen  or  by  any  of  the  enemy's 
troops  outside,  to  retake  thd  place,  their  lives  would  be  forfeited,  while  a 
pistol  was  kept  presented  at  the  head  of  each  of  them  to  carry  this  threat 
into  execution.  Having,  in  my  rounds,  visited  the  square,  and  comforted 
our  prisoners  as  much  as  I  could  venture  to  do,  I  again  went  on  with  my 
domiciliary  visits.  At  the  next  house  at  which  I  stopped  the  door  was 
instantly  opened  by  the  black  servant. 

'^  Oh,  massa  officer !  oh,  massa  officer  I  you  frighten  de  poor  young 
ladies  till  all  die  ! "  he  exclaimed  as  we  entered  the  hall.  '^  Oh,  ki !  oh,  ki  ! 
dey  kick  and  squeel  on  de  sofa  like  little  pigs  going  to  have  dey  throat 
cut.     Oh,  ki !  oh,  ki  !  what  shall  we  do  ?  " 

"Where  are  the  ladies  1"  I  asked.  "I  will  try  what  I  can  do  to 
banish  their  alarm." 

"  Dis  way,  den,  sare— dis  way,"  said  the  negro,  ushering  me  in  a  great 
hurry  into  a  large  and  handsomely-furnished  room,  lighted  by  several 
candles.  There  were  several  sofas.  On  two  of  them  lay  two  ladies, 
apparently  in  hysterics,  while  several  other  ladies  and  female  attendants^ 
black  and  brown,  were  bending  over  them  and  applying  restoratives. 
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**  Thci€^  sir !  that  is  what  you  and  your  people  have  done  ! "  exclaimed 
an  elderly  and  rather  portly  lady,  turning  round  and  advancing  towards 
me  while  she  pointed  at  the  younger  females,  whom  I  took  to  be  her 
daughters,  on  the  sofa. 

Some  of  my  men  were  following  me.  When  the  ladies  saw  them 
they  shrieked  louder  than  ever,  so  I  ordered  them  all  to  go  outside  the 
house  with  the  exception  of  Tom  Eockets,  and  then  addressed  myself  to 
the  lady  who  had  thus  spoken  to  me, — 

**  I  regret  excessively  the  cruel  necessity  thus  imposed  on  me,  madam^" 
said  I,  "  but  accept  the  honour  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman  that  no 
harm  shall  be  done  to  any  member  of  your  family.  Let  me  entreat  the 
young  ladies  to  calm  their  fears.  My  people  are  under  perfect  command, 
as  you  may  have  seen  by  the  way  they  obeyed  my  orders,  so  that  you 
need  be  under  no  apprehension  either  from  them." 

"  m  trust  you,  sir ;  I'll  trust  you,"  said  the  lady,  frankly  putting  out 
her  hand.  "  There  is  something  in  your  countenance  and  manner  which 
assures  me  that  you  speak  the.  truth." 

I  could  only  bow  to  this  pretty  compliment — I  hope  it  was  deserved. 
These  words  had  great  effect  in  calming  the  agitation  of  the  young  ladies, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  they  were  able  to  dismiss  the  negro  girls  and  the 
scent  bottles  and  the  plates  of  burnt  feathers,  and  to  sit  up  and  enter 
into  conversation.  The  room  was  still  too  dark  to  enable  me  to  ste 
much  of  their  countenances,  but  I  thought  their  voices  sounded  very 
pleasant  and  sweety  and  I  pictured  them  to  myself  as  very  charming 
young  ladies. 

"  The  hour  is  somewhat  unusual  for  tea,"  observed  the  lady  of  tho 
house,  "  but  I  doubt  not  after  your  long  march  you  will  find  it  refreshing." 

I  thanked  the  lady  very  much,  and  assured  her  that  I  should 
particularly  enjoy  a  cup  of  tea.  She  accordingly  gave  the  order  to  an 
attendant  slave,  and  in  a  short  time  a  whole  troop  of  black  girls  came  in 
with  urn  and  teacups  and  candles,  and  in  a  twinkling  a  table  was  spread, 
and  all  the  party  drew  round  it. 

As  I  was  approaching  the  tea-table,  I  started  and  stood  like  one 
transfixed,  for  there  appeared  before  me,  with  the  light  of  a  candle  falling 
full  on  her  countenance,  a  young  lady  the  very  image  of  Madeline 
Carlyon.    "  It  must  be  her,"  I  thought ;  and  yet  my  heart  told  me  that  it 
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could  not  be,  for  she  did  not  appear  to  recognize  me.  The  young  lady, 
however,  saw  my  confusion,  and  looked  up  with  an  inquiring  glance  at 
my  countenance.  Women  hare,  I  suspect,  very  sharp  eyes  in  discovering 
where  anything  connected  with  the  heart  of  the  opposite  sex  is  concerned, 
and  are  generally  equally  clever  in  concealing  what  is  passing  in  their 
•own.  She  kept  looking  at  me,  and  I  looked  at  her  for  a  minute  or  more 
without  speaking.  More  than  once  I  made  a  move  towards  her  as  if 
the  lady  I  saw  before  me  must  be  Madeline,  and  then  the  expression  of 
her  countenance  showed  me  I  was  mistaken. 

At  last  I  was  aware  that  I  was  making  myself  somewhat  remarkable 
or,  as  some  of  my  friends  would  have  said,  very  ridiculous ;  so,  trying  to 
overcome  my  agitation,  I  drew  my  chair  to  the  table  and  sat  down.  I 
watched  the  young  lady,  and  observed  that  she  still  cast  an  inquiring 
glance  at  me,  as  much  as  to  say,  '^  For  whom  do  you  take  me  V*  On 
the  strength  of  this  I  thought  I  would  venture  to  inquire  if  she  was  in 
any  way  related  to  Madeline.  Just  as  I  was  going  to  speak,  a  cup  of 
tea  was  handed  to  me.  I  first  emptied  half  the  contents  of  the  sugar- 
bason  into  it,  then  said  I  took  very  little  sugar,  and  asked  for  a  spoonful. 
Then  I  threw  off  the  tea  as  if  it  were  a  doctor's  dose,  and  passed  my 
cup  for  some  more.  At  last  I  mustered  courage  to  look  across  the  table 
and  to  say,  "  I  beg  pardon — I  fear  that  I  must  have  appeared  very  rude, 
but  your  resemblance  to  a  young  lady  whom  I  know  is  so  very  striking 
that  I  should  suppose  you  to  be  her  sister  if  I  was  not  aware  that  she 
has  none." 

"  Then  you  must  be  Mr.  Hurry  !"  she  said  quickly.  "  I  am  considered 
very  like  my  cousin,  Madeline  Carlyon.  She  has  spoken  to  me  about 
you — of  your  kindness  and  generosity-roh,  how  very  fortunate  1" 

The  countenances  of  all  the  party  were  turned  towards  me,  and  they 
looked  at  me  with  an  expression  of  interest  and  pleasure.  The  elder 
lady  got  up  and,  taking  my  hand,  exclaimed, — 

"We  welcome  you  indeed  most  cordially,  Mr.  Hurry.  Our  kins- 
women have  spoken  most  warmly  of  you,  and  we  consider  ourselves 
most  happy  in  having  met  you,  though  you  come  in  the  guise  of  an 
enemy." 

I  had  not  said  all  this  time  who  I  was,  it  must  be  understood.  It 
made  my  heart  bump  away  very  hard  when  I  found  the  manner  in  which 
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Madeline  bad  spoken  of  me  to  her  relatives.  I  made  as  suitable  a  reply 
as  I  could  to  all  the  complimentary  tbings  -nrbicb  were  said  to  me ;  and 
then,  as  soon  as  I  could,  I  inquired  in  a  trembling  voice  wbere  Madeline 
Carlyon  tben  was,  and  bow  sbe  was.  I  felt  very  sure  that  my  secret  was 
out,  and  that  tbere  was  no  use  in  disguising  my  sentiments. 

**  Sbe  IB  now  residing  witb  ber  fiettber  not  veiy  far  away  from  bere. 
Tbey  were,  bowever,  to  stay  witb  some  friends  in  tbe  neigbbourbood, 
and  we  are  not  quite  certain  wbere  tbey  may  be  at  tbis  present  moment^** 
answered  tbe  elder  lady.  ''  We  will,  depend  on  it,  take  care  to  let  hse 
know  tbat  we  bave  seen  you,  and  sbe  will  rejoice  to  bear  of  tbe  courteous 
way  in  wbicb  you  treated  us,  even  wben  you  were  unaware  wbo  we 
were." 

I  expressed  my  tbanks,  and  tben  remarked  tbat  even  tben  I  did  not 
know  tbeir  names. 

"  Langton  is  my  name,"  said  tbe  lady.  "  Tbese  are  my  daugbtera,  and 
tbat  young  lady  is  my  niece,  and  tbe  otber  is  ber  sister.  Tbey  are 
Carlyons.  Grace  is  indeed  very  like  ber  cousin,  and  some  curious 
mistakes  bave  occurred  in  consequence." 

I  need  not  repeat  more  of  our  conveisation.  In  a  few  minutes  I  felt 
perfectly  at  bome,  and  I  must  own  bad  almost  forgotten  tbe  eirand  on 
wbicb  I  bad  come  to  tbe  place.  Tea  was  over,  and  I  was  about  to  ask  for 
paper  and  a  pen  to  write  to  Madeline  wben  tbe  sound  of  a  bugle  recalled 
me  to  tbe  stem  reality  of  my  duties.  I  started  up.  I  longed  to  send  a 
message  to  Madeline — yet  wbat  could  I  say?  I  felt  tbat  all  reserve 
must  be  tbrown  to  tbe  winds.  I  took  Mrs.  Langton's  band :  "  Tell 
ber — tell  ber  tbat  I  am  true,"  I  exclaimed.  ^'  Ob,  tbat  tbis  dreadful  war 
were  brougbt  to  an  end  1" 

Again  tbe  bugle  sounded  ;  Tom  Eockets  put  bis  bead  in  at  tbe  door. 
He  bad  been  carried  off  to  be  tended  on  by  tbe  slaves  below. 

"  We  must  be  off,  sir,"  said  be ;  **  tbe  redcoats  are  forming  outside, 
and  from  wbat  I  can  make  out  tbere  is  likely  to  be  a  scrimmage." 

I  sbook  tbe  ladies  warmly  by  tbe  band.  In  vain  I  endeavoured  to 
get  tbem  to  tell  me  wbere  tbey  believed  Madeline  Carlyon  tben  was* 
One  spoke,  tben  anotber;  mentioning  tbe  names  of  different  places, 
wbicb  of  course  I  did  not  know,  nor  could  I  conceive  by  tbeir  descrip- 
tions in  wbat  direction  tbey  were  to  be  found.    Several  sbots  were  beaid ; 
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again  tlie  bugle  sounded.  I  dared  not  remain  another  moment.  I 
tore  myself  away,  still  ignorant  of  a  point  I  would  have  given  much 
to  ascertain,  and  rushed  out.  My  own  men  had  formed  outside  the 
house;  the  other  different  parties  who  had  been  carrying  on  the  exa- 
mination of  the  town  were  hurrj'ing  into  the  square  from  all  quarters. 
Some  of  them  brought  us  the  information  that  our  advanced  guard  was 
attacked. 

"  Then  the  hostages  must  answer  for  it,"  said  Captain  Hawthorne. 

The  no-little-alarmed  old  gentlemen  we  had  in  our  power  entreated 
that  they  might  be  allowed  to  try  and  stop  the  attack.  We,  of  course,  were 
glad  enough  of  this,  and  we  let  them  go  to  the  front  in  charge  of  a 
strong  body  of  our  men.  In  a  short  time  they  returned,  well  contented  to 
find  that  the  attack  had  been  made  merely  by  a  hundred  volunteers  or  so, 
who  on  finding  our  strength  had  retreated.  We  knew,  however,  that  they 
would  not  go  far  off,  and  felt  the  unpleasant  assurance  that  we  should,  in 
all  probability,  be  continually  harassed  during  the  whole  of  our  march 
back,  and  perhaps  even  have  to  fight  our  way  through  a  crowd  of  active 
enemies. 

Under  these  circimistances  Hawthorne  and  I  agreed  that  wo  should, 
without  a  moment's  delay,  commence  our  march.  It  was  now  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  We  had  performed  the  service  we  had  come  on, 
and  gained  all  the  information  we  required.  We  had  ascertained  that  the 
surrounding  country  would  supply  us  amply  with  provisions ;  that  the 
vessels  which  had  taken  refuge  in  the  creek  could  not  be  cut  out  without 
a  strong  force,  and  that  the  people  were,  if  not  actually  in  arms  against  us, 
far  from  favourable  to  the  royal  cause,  as  Arnold  had  led  us  to  suppose 
they  would  be.  We  had  also  distributed  large  numbers  of  his  address. 
Discharging  some  of  the  more  elderly  of  our  prisoners,  we  began  our 
march,  carrying  with  us  the  younger  men  and  those  whom  we  had  picked 
up  on  the  way.  We  soon  found  that  our  retreat  was  to  be  anything  but 
pleasant.  Scarcely  had  we  got  clear  of  the  town  when  the  crack  of  rifles 
showed  us  that  an  enemy  was  in  our  rear.  Our  road  led  us  through 
numerous  woods  more  or  less  dense.  We  had  got  to  about  the  centre  of 
the  first,  when  on  either  flank  bright  jets  of  flame  were  seen  darting  out 
like  the  flashes  of  fire-flies  from  among  the  trees.  I  could  almost  have 
fancied  that  they  were  fire-flies  had  not  the  flashes  been  accompanied  by 
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shaip  reports,  and  had  we  not  felt  the  hullets  whizzing  about  our  eais. 
By  proceeding,  however,  in   the   careful  way  in  which  we  made  our 
advance,  we  kept  the  enemy  at  bay,  and  they  saw  that  wc  were  not  a 
force  to  be  trifled  with.     It  would  have  been  useless  barbarity  to  have 
punished  our  prisoners  for  what  they  could  not  help,  but  we  told  them 
that  we  should  hold  them  responsible  if  any  serious  attack  was  made  on 
us.     Still  it  was  somewhat  provoking  to  have  our  men  hit  without  being 
able  to  go  in  pursuit.of  our  nimble  adversaries,  for,  of  course,  they  were  off 
and  away  the  instant  we  made  a  movement  towards  them.     Thus  wo  pro- 
ceeded  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  allow.     Vhenever 
we  reached  the  habitation  of  one  of  our  prisoners,  we  thanked  him  for  the 
assistance  he  had  afforded  us,  and  allowed  him  to  remain,  on  his  under- 
taking not  only  not  to  act  against  us  that  day,  but  to  do  his  best  to  prevent 
his  countrymen  from  attacking  us.  This  was  very  judicious ;  for  although, 
I  believe,  jfresh  skirmishers  came  on,  the  old  ones  gradually  withdrew,  and 
thus  we  never  had,  at  a  time,  any  very  large  force  with  which  to  contend. 
Several  of  our  men  had  been  wounded,  but  none  had  been  killed  that  we 
were  aware  of.     However,  when,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we 
reached  the  place  of  debarkation,  we  found  that,  exclusive  of  the  wounded, 
one  seaman  and  six  soldiers  were  missing.     What  had  become  of  them  we 
could  not  tell,  but  as  they  were  not  seen  to  faU,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  they  deserted  to  the  enemy.  "When  I  returned  on  board  the  "  Charon," 
Captain  Symonds  was  pleased  to  say  that  the  general  was  highly  satisfied 
with  the  way  the  expedition  had  been  conducted.     "Whatever  may  b« 
thought  of  General  Arnold,  I  may  here  remark  that  he  was  a  first-rate 
soldier  and  a  clever  man,  as  was  proved  by  all  the  expeditions  he  planned 
and  the  exploits  he  performed. 

Thus  ended  the  year  1780.     Who  could  then  tell  the  important  events 
the  following  one  was  to  bring  forth  ? 
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.      .  CHAPTER  XXIIL 

Advance  of  army  up  James  river.— I  command  a  flotilla  of  boats  ap  Kansimond  river. 
— ^A  dark  nigbt.~SuiToand  a  honse. — Interview  with  Madeline. — Warned  of  plan 
to  capture  ns.^CDriacoU  at  home. — Bapid  poll  for  liberty .^-Mackey's  Mills. — 
People  wide-awake.^Hot  fire. — Eegain  ship. 

Thb  new  year  of  1781  commenced  with  the  advance  of  the  whole  anny, 
under  General  Arnold,  up  the  banks  of  the  James  river,  protected  hj 
three  ships  of  war— the  "  Charlestown,"  "Bonetta,"  and  "  Swift.'^  No 
attack  was  made  on  ns ;  indeed,  there  was  no  force  of  the  enemy,  it  was 
believed,  in  the  neighbourhood  in  any  way  capable  of  impeding  our 
progress.  That  evening  I  was  again  sent  for,  and,  in  order  to  ascertain 
that  important  fact^  I  was  directed  to  take  command  of  five  boats  and  to 
proceed  up  the  Kansimond  river.  "  You  will  learn,  also,  what  shipping 
is  in  the  river^"  said  my  captain ;  "  and,  Mr.  Hurry,  you  will  not  forget 
to  see  how  they  can  best  be  cut  out."  Having  received  this  brief  pro- 
fessional admonition,  I  took  my  departure. 

I  had  the  "  Charon's  "  cutter,  the  "  Thames'"  long-boat,  and  three  other 
boata,  each  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  or  master's  mate.  I  gave  th^ni  all, 
in  the  clearest  way,  their  instructions,  for  I  felt  that  we  were  about  to 
emgaga  in  an  expedition  which  might  prove  extremely  hazardous,  though 
but  lUtle  honour  was  to  be  reaped  from  it.  The  Kansimond  river  is 
about  twenty-five  miles  long,  and  generally  about  half  a  mile  wide ;  but 
in  some  places,  as  high  up  as  the  west  branch,  it  narrows  to  about  fifty 
yards,  ^ot  far  from  the  entrance  is  the  town  of  ^ansimond,  and  higher 
up  a  place  called  Mackey's  Mills.  Nearly  at  the  source  is  a  town  or 
village  called  Suffolk.  This  information  I  had  obtained  from  the  prisoners 
we  had  taken  on  our  previous  expedition. 

Darkness  had  long  settled  down  before  my  five  boats  collected  alongside 
the  "  Charon."  Kever  was  I  out  in  a  more  pitchy  night.  Dense  clouds 
covered  the  sky,  and  not  a  star  was  visible.  On  first  stepping  into  my 
boat,  after  leaving  the  light  of  the  cabin,  I  could  see  nothing. 
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^'Yoa  all  understand  what  we  are  to  do,  gentlemen?"  said  I  to  the 
officers  under  me.  "  Follow  closely  in  my  wake.  Let  not  a  word  be 
spoken.  K  we  are  discoyered  and  attacked,  we  are  to  put  about  and  pull 
down  the  stream ;  if  not,  wait  till  I  give  the  order  to  return.    Shove  ofif  I" 

Our  oars  were  muffled,  so  that  not  a  sound  was  heard  as  we  pulled 
away  through  the  darkness  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Kansimond  river. 
We  had  a  pilot  with  us  who  professed  to  know  the  navigation,  and  we 
believed  that  we  could  trust  him.  By  degrees  my  eyes  began  to  grow 
accustomed  to  the  darkness,  and  I  could  distinguish  the  outline  of  the 
shore.  "We  entered  the  river  about  ten  o'clock,  and  slowly  groped  our 
way  up  the  stream, — one  boat  following  the  other  in  line,  like  a  long 
snake  wriggUng  its  way  through  the  grass.  On  we  pulled.  Sharp  eyes, 
indeed,  must  have  been  those  which  could  have  discovered  us  from  the 
shore.  But  few  lights  were  streaming  £rom  the  windows  of  the  houses  of 
Nansimond  as  we  passed  that  town.  Early  hours  were  kept  by  the 
colonists  in  those  primitive  days,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  had  retired 
to  rest— not  aware  that  an  enemy  was  so  close  to  them,  or  dreaming  of 
danger.  As  long  as  we  continued  in  the  wider  part  of  the  river  we  had 
no  fear  of  being  detected.  However,  as  our  object  was  to  obtain  informa- 
tion, I  resolved  to  land  near  the  first  house  we  could  see  on  the  shore. 
My  plan  was  then  to  surround  it,  keep  all  the  inmates  captive,  carry  them 
up  the  river  with  us,  and  land  them  again  on  our  return,  so  as  to  prevent 
them  from  giving  notice  of  our  expedition,  much  in  the  same  way  that  we 
had  done  on  our  march  to  Hampton.  The  darkness,  however,  made  this 
no  easy  matter,  for  not  the  sign  of  a  house  could  we  distinguish  on  the 
shore.  Sometimes  we  pulled  towards  one  bank  and  sometimes  towards 
the  other,  but  to  no  purpose.  If  houses  there  were,  they  must  have  been 
among  the  trees,  and  the  inhabitants  must  have  gone  to  bed  and  extin- 
guished all  their  lights.  At  last  I  resolved  to  land,  and,  with  part  of  one 
boat's  crew,  to  explore  the  country  on  foot.  Grampus,  Eockets,  and  two 
other  men  accompanied  me,  while  the  boats  pulled  slowly  along,  ready  to 
come  to  my  assistance  should  I  be  surprised.  I  walked  two  or  three 
miles  in  this  way,  stumbling  along  through  woods  and  swamps  and  other 
impediments ;  but^  though  we  crossed  several  ploughed  fields,  no  houses 
could  we  discover.  At  last^  from  very  weariness,  I  was  compelled  to  take 
to  the  boat  again.  Several  times  we  landed,  but  with  the  same  want  of 
success  as  at  first.     We  came  in  time  to  Mackey's  Mills.     I  had  made  up 
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my  mind  to  catch  Mr.  Mackey,  at  all  events,  and  make  him  serve  our 
purpose.  Accordingly  we  landed,  and  having  lighted  our  lanterns  to  save 
ourselves  from  tumbling  into  the  mill-dams  or  traps,  -which  we  supposed 
would  everywhere  ahoxmd,  we  surrounded  the  buildings,  and  proceeded 
to  search  for  the  miller  and  his  men  ;  but  neither  Mr.  Mackey  nor  any  of 
his  people  were  to  be  found.  The  mill  appeared  to  be  deserted,  so  we  had 
our  trouble  for  nothing.  Once  more  we  took  to  the  boats.  The  river 
was  here,  for  some  distance,  very  narrow,  but  it  widened  out  again  as  we 
proceeded  upwards.  Again  and  again  we  landed,  always  keeping  the  most 
profound  silence.  I  had  duly  impressed  on  the  minds  of  the  people  the 
fact  that  our  lives  and  the  success  of  the  enterprise  depended  on  our  so 
doiug.  "We  were  all,  however,  beginning  to  get  rather  vexed  at  our  want 
of  success,  especially  as  we  had  no  safety-valve  in  the  expression  of  our 
feelings.  At  times  it  appeared  as  if  the  river  flowed  through  the  centie 
of  some  large  forest.  On  either  side  the  tall  trees  rose  up,  forming  a  dark 
wall,  with  the  sky  overhead  and  the  smooth  black  current  of  the  river 
on  which  we  floated  flowing  beneath.  I  trusted  that  none  of  the  enemy 
had  discovered  us,  for  I  thought  to  myself,  if  they  have,  this  is  just  the 
place  they  will  select  to  attack,  and  very  little  chance  we  shall  have,  in 
that  case,  of  successfully  running  the  gauntlet  and  getting  off  scot-free. 
However,  our  business  was  to  push  up  the  river  as  far  as  we  could  go  till 
we  discovered  the  vessels  we  were  to  look  for,  taking  care,  only,  that  we 
had  time  to  return  before  daylight  should  discover  us  to  our  foes.  On  we 
went,  till  we  reached  a  part  of  the  river  called  the  West  Branch.  It 
appeared  to  me  that  the  night  had  become  less  dark  than  at  first.  Perhaps 
it  was  that  the  banks  were  freer  from  trees.  We  kept  carefully 
examining  either  shore.  I  fancied  as  we  pulled  on  that  X  could  distin- 
guish a  rough  sort  of  landing-place. 

"  A  house  will  not  be  far  off  from  it,"  I  said  to  myself,  so  I  gave  the 
order  to  pull  in  for  it  My  eyes  had  not  deceived  me.  There  was  a 
regular  formal  landing-place,  and  not  three  hundred  yards  from  it  I 
thought  that  I  saw  a  house.  Leaving  two  men  in  each  boat  I  drew  up 
my  party  and  gave  the  order  to  advance  that  we  might  immediately  sur- 
round the  house,  if  such,  as  I  suspected,  there  was.  With  the  same  pre- 
cautions which  we  had  hitherto  used  we  advanced  as  rapidly  as  we  could 
venture  to  move  towards  what  I  took  to  be  a  building.  I  soon  found  that 
I  was  not  mistaken.     The  barking  of  a  dog  also  told  me  that  the  place 
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was  inhabited,  and  at  the  same  time  warned  us  that  the  inmates  were  very 
likely  to  be  aroused  by  our  approach.  I  had  chai^ged  all  those  under  my 
command  on  no  account  to  use  violence,  whatever  might  occur,  unless  in 
our  own  defence,  should  we  be  attacked  by  the  enemy. 

As  we  drew  near  I  saw  that  the  house  was  a  laige  one,  and  that  it  had 
all  the  appearance  of  a  gentleman's  country  seat.  We  found  oursdves 
also  in  a  good  road  leading  apparently  into  the  interior.  I  therefore  called 
a  halt,  and,  leaving  some  of  the  men  where  we  were,  I  led  the  rest  round 
so  as  closely  to  surround  the  premises  on  the  land  side.  I  also  bethought 
me  of  placing  a  guard  to  watch  the  approach  by  the  river,  for  I  thought 
it  very  likely  that  if  any  one  wished  to  escape  there  would  be  a  boat  con- 
cealed under  the  banks  by  which  they  might  effect  their  object.  While 
I  was  making  these  dispositions  the  barking  of  the  dog  continued,  but  as 
he  did  not  rush  out  on  us  I  concluded  that  he  was  chained.  He  had, 
however,  aroused  the  inmates,  for  as  I  passed  through  the  garden  I  saw  a 
light  in  one  of  the  rooms  downstairs  and  other  lights  passing  the  win- 
dows of  the  upper  story.  From  the  situation  of  the  lower  room  down- 
stairs I  suspected  that  it  must  be  the  drawing-room  or  one  of  the  sitting- 
rooms,  andy  halting  my  men  under  the  shadow  of  a  shrubbery,  with  direc- 
tions to  remain  there  till  I  summoned  them,  I  approached  the  window  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  if  I  could  see  any  of  the  people  within.  There 
were  two  windows  to  the  room.  The  blind  before  one  of  them  was 
drawn  down,  so  I  went  to  the  other.  The  lower  shutter  to  that  was  also 
closed,  but  by  standing  up  on  the  window-sill  I  could  look  into  the  room. 
What  was  my  surprise  to  see  a  lady  sitting  at  a  table,  on  which  stood  a 
lamp,  with  a  book  in  her  hand  reading.  Her  back  was  towards  me,  but 
from  her  figure  and  dress  I  thought  she  was  young.  What  surprised  me 
was  to  find  a  lady  sitting  up  at  that  hour,  for  it  was  now  between  two 
and  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Something  unusual  must,  I  suspected, 
be  going  on  in  the  house.  I  was  afraid  that  the  sudden  appearance  of  a 
body  of  armed  men  would  seriously  frighten  the  lady,  and  so  I  resolved 
to  enter  the  house  alone  and  take  my  chance  of  meeting  with  opposition 
from  any  man  who  might  be  there.  A  door  opened  into  the  garden.  It 
was  not  bolted.  I  lifted  the  latch  and  entered.  A  light  stood  in  the 
halL  I  was  not  mistaken  as  to  the  character  of  the  house ;  it  was  evi- 
dently that  of  people  of  fortune.  •  On  my  right  hand  was  a  door  which  I 
conceived  led  into  the  room  where  I  had  seen  the  lady.     An  impulse  I 
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could  not  re8i3t  induced  me  to  open  it.  The  noise  caused  by  my  so  doing 
made  the  lady  turn  her  head.  Her  countenance  was  very  pale  and  tear- 
ful. She  looked  up  at  me  ;  her  eye  brightened :  I  sprang  forward  and 
threw  myself  at  her  feet.  Madeline  Carlyon  was  before  me.  So  astonished 
and  overcome  by  numberless  conflicting  feelings  was  she  that  I  thought 
she  would  have  fainted.  She  uttered  my  name  in  a  tone  of  doubt  and 
hesitation,  as  if  she  did  not  believe  in  the  reality  of  what  she  saw  before 
her.     I  took  her  hand  and  pressed  it  to  my  lips. 

"  It  is  I,  Madeline,  who  have  never  ceased  thinking  of  you  since  we 
parted,"  I  exclaimed, — ''  one  whose  only  wish  has  been  to  find  means  to 
make  you  his  own  when  the  blessings  of  peace  have  been  restored  to  our 
coxmtiy — one  whose  eartlily  hopes  are  all  centred  in  you.  You  are  in- 
dulging in  no  dream — ^no  fancy — I  am  really  and  truly  before  you." 

However,  I  need  not  repeat  all  I  said  on  the  occasion.  I  had  no  great 
difficulty  in  persuading  Madeline  that  I  was  really  before  her ;  but  when 
she  inquired  how  it  was  that  I  came  to  be  there,  unwilling  indeed  I  felt 
to  tell  her  that  I  had  come  in  hostile  guise.  At  last,  however,  I  had  to 
confess  the  truth. 

"  Then  I  understand  it  all,"  she  exclaimed  hurriedly.  "  Oh,  believe  me, 
you  are  beset  with  dangers.  I  ought  not  to  betray  the  councils  of  my 
countrinQicn,  and  yet  I  cannot  let  you  fall  into  the  trap  which  has  been 
laid  for  you.  Your  arrival  in  the  river  was  immediately  known,  and  a 
plan  was  forthwith  fonned  to  cut  you  off.  The  whole  country  has  been 
for  some  hours  alarmed.  My  own  father  heads  the  force,  consisting,  I 
heard,  of  more  than  four  hundred  men,  who  are  about  to  take  post  at 
Mackey's  Mills  to  cut  oS  your  retreat.  Silently  as  you  may  have  come 
up  the  river,  your  progress  has  been,  without  doubt,  closely  watched. 
Perhaps  even  how  your  presence  hero  is  known,  and  anxiety  on  my 
father's  account  prevented  me  from  retiring  to  rest,  and  little  did  I  think 
who  was  in  command  of  the  British  boats.  I  knew  not  even  that  you 
were  on  the  coast.  But  I  must  not  lose  time  in  talking.  What  advice 
can  I  give  you  1  Stay,  oh,  let  me  consider !  The  party  must  already 
have  nearly  reached  Mackey's  Mills.  They  will  be  there  before  you 
can  possibly  pass  that  narrow  part  of  the  river.  Oh,  this  cruel,  cruel 
war !  What  ought  to  be  done  1  I  am  sure  that  my  father  himself 
would  deeply  grieve  to  find  that  stem  duty  had  compelled  him  to  injure 
you,  and  yet  how  could  even  I  ask  him  to  act  otherwise  than  he  will  dJl^ 
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I  know  that  I  ought  not,  ajs  a  patriot,  to  give  you  the  warning  that  I 
now  do.  Let  me  collect  my  thoughts  and  consider  by  what  plan  I  can 
best  secure  your  safety.  It  would  be  useless,  I  fear,  to  advise  you  to  de- 
liver yourselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  thus  avoid  bloodshed.  Yet  how 
can  you  escape  from  the  trap  into  which  you  have  run  1  You  smile  and 
shake  your  head.  I  know — I  know.  You  would  say  that  you  must  try 
to  fight  your  way  through  a  host  of  rebels  rather  than  yield  yourselves 
prisoners.     Your  safety  consists  in  the  rapidity  of  your  movements." 

She  was  silent  for  some  minutes  and  then  continued, — 

"  There  are,  as  high  up  as  Suffolk,  several  vessels — a  ship,  a  sloop,  and 
a  brig.  Let  it  be  known  by  any  people  whom  you  can  fall  in  with  that 
you  are  aware  of  this  fact,  and  it  will  naturally  be  supposed  that  you  have 
gone  up  the  river  to  bring  them  off  or  to  destroy  theuL  The  plan  was  to 
detain  you  by  various  stratagems  in  the  river  till  daylight,  when  it  was 
expected  that  you  would  easily  be  cut  off  and  destroyed  if  you  should  at- 
tempt to  fight  your  way  through  the  crowds  of  riflemen  lining  each  bank 
of  the  river,  or  otherwise  that  you  would  be  compelled  to  give  yourselves 
up  as  prisoners.  I  fear  me  much,  I  repeat,  that  this  latter  course  you  will 
not  follow — I  know  you  will  not.  Then  you  have  only  your  speed  on 
which  to  rely.  You  will  have  to  run  a  terrible  gauntlet  between  well- 
practised  sharpshooters.  Start  without  a  moment's  delay.  The  militia 
will,  I  fear,  have  reached  Mackey's  Mills  before  you  can  get  there  ;  but  i^ 
as  I  hope,  they  will  believe  that  you  have  gone  up  the  stream,  they  may  not 
be  on  the  watch  for  you,  and  you  may  push  by  without  being  perceived." 

Such  was  the  tenor  of  the  words  the  agitated  and  alarmed  girl  poured 
out.  I  felt  sure  that  I  could  follow  no  better  plan  than  the  one  she  sug- 
gested. Still  it  was  heart-breaking  thus  to  leave  her.  I  have  not 
intruded  any  part  of  our  conversation  on  my  readers  relating  more  espe- 
pecially  to  ourselves.  She  had  said  all  that  I  could  wish  to  assure  me 
that  her  heart  was  still  mine,  and  I  had  poured  out  my  own  long- pent-up 
feelings  into  her  ears.  I  had  been  sitting  by  her  side.  She  started.  A 
sound  was  heard  in  the  house — scuffling  of  feet — a  loud  scream — people 
rimning  here  and  there.  The  dog  barked  loudly  outside.  Two  black 
girls  rushed  into  the  room. 

"Oh,  missie,  missie  1  murder,  murder  !  thieves,  thieves  ! "  they  cried  out 
"  Dey  be  here— dey  be  everywhere  ! " 

Just  then  they  caught  sight  of  me.   Instead  of  screaming,  they  stood  as 
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if  petrified.  At  last,  pointing  at  me^  they  exclaimed^  "  Oh,  missie,  who 
datr' 

The  question  was  a  difficult  one  to  answer,  hut  Madeline  showed  her 
presence  of  mind  hy  replying  calmly, — 

'^  A  Mend  who  little  expected  to  find  me  here,  hut  he  will  take  care 
that  no  harm  happens  to  any  one  in  this  house.  We  may  he  thinkfal 
that  he  and  his  followers  are  here  to  protect  us.  Now  go  and  tell  the  rest 
of  the  people  who  remain  in  the  house  that  they  must  not  he  alarmed. 
Let  them  assemhle  in  the  hall.  I  will  go  and  speak  to  them  after  I  have 
seen  Mrs.  Elhank  and  Miss  Porter.  Go— run  !  Be  good  girls,  and  do  as 
I  teU  you." 

The  quick,  firm  manner  with  which  she  spoke  had  a  wonderful  effect 
on  the  negresses,  and  instinctively  off  they  ran,  perfectly  satisfied,  to 
ohey  her  orders.  She  explained,  hriefly,  that  Mrs.  Elhank  was  an 
old  lady,  the  owner  of  the  house  where  she  and  her  father  were  staying. 

Ab  soon  as  the  girls  had  disappeared  she  took  my  hand  with  perfect 
frankness  and  maiden  modesty,  while  she  looked  up  into  my  fetce  with 
an  expression  which  showed  me  the  true  feelings  of  her  heart. 

"Farewell,  farewell  1"  she  exclaimed.  "Let  me  entreat  you  not  to 
remain  a  moment  longer.  Every  instant's  delay  may  produce  danger, 
and,  too  prohahly,  bloodshed.  Should,  hy  any  chance,  the  militia 
discover  that  you  are  here,  they  would  come  hack  with  an  overwhelming 
fbrce  and  cut  you  off.     Go — oh,  go !" 

As  she  spoke  these  words  her  feelings  overcame  her  and  ^her  sobs 
choked  her  utterance.  I  would  have  given  worlds  to  have  been  able  to 
stay  and  comfort  her.  I  did  all  I  could.  I  took  her  in  my  arms  and 
imprinted  a  kiss  on  her  brow.  It  might  be  the  last,  but  I  dared  not 
think  so.  No,  I  felt  that  we  should  meet  again.  "  I  obey  you  now, 
dearest,''  I  cried,  in  a  tone  intended  to  reassure  her.  "  Fear  not,  I  shall 
escape  the  danger  you  dread,  and  I  will  return  perhaps  before  long." 

I  added  some  solemn  words  of  comfort,  and  then  I  rushed  from  the 
room  and  hurried  into  the  garden  where  I  had  left  my  men.  I  foand 
from  them  that  O'Driscoll  had  captured  an  old  negro  servant,  who,  hear- 
ing the  dog  bark,  had  come  out  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and  that, 
conducted  by  him,  he  had  entered  the  house  where  he  now  was.  This 
accounted  for  the  disturbance  I  had  heard.  I  accordingly  went  back  to 
the  front  door,  which  was  obligingly  opened  by  our  friend  the  negro,  who 
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seemed  by  liis  xnaimei  to  have  long  expected  me.  With  many  bows  he 
led  me  into  a  handsome  dining-hall,  when  what  was  my  surprise  to  find 
O'DrisooU  and  another  officer  seated  at  a  table  with  an  abundance  of 
-viands  spread  before  them,  and  wine  of  yarious  sorts  sparkling  in 
decanters  by  their  side. 

"Really,  these  rebels  treat  us  very  well/'  said  O'DriscoU  as  I  entered. 
<<  When  we  caught  that  old  gentleman  he  tdd  us  that  supper  was  all 
ready,  and  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  invite  us  in  to  partake  of  it^  and 
to  beg  us  to  remain  as  long  as  we  felt  inclined." 

"  I  do  not  doubt  it>  Mr.  O'DriscoU,"  I  answered  sternly.  "  But,  sir, 
we  have  duties  to  perform,  and  our  orders  were  to  proceed  up  the  xiver 
as  far  as  we  could  go.  !Now  I  have  discovered  that  there  are  several 
vessels  at  Suffolk,  four  miles  above  this.  We  must  go  and  try  to  cut 
them  out.  Thank  the  owners  of  the  house  for  their  hospitality,  but  we 
cannot  stay  to  benefit  by  it,"  said  I  to  the  n^gto,  giving  him  a  dollar. 
''Keep  that  for  yourself,  and  remember  that  all  Englishmen  are  not 
cannibals  and  savages^" 

Having  directed  O'DziscoU  to  oall  in  the  rest  of  the  other  parties 
guarding  the  approaches  to  the  house,  we  quickly  assembled  at  the 
rendezvous  I  had  appointed  outside  the  gates,  whence  we  set  off  as  fast 
as  we  could  for  the  boats,  I  could  not  help  having  some  dread  lest  they 
should  have  been  attacked  during  our  absence,  and  if  so,  I  knew  that  we 
should  at  once  be  made  prisoners.  I  did  not^  however,  express- my  fears 
to  any  one.  The  way  to  the  boats  appeared  very  long.  I  thought  more 
than  once  that  we  must  have  mistaken  our  road.  Great  was  my  relief, 
therefore,  when  I  found  that  we  had  at  length  reached  the  spot  where 
they  lay  concealed.  I  now  called  the  other  lieutenants  round  me,  and 
briefly  explained  to  them  the  information  I  had  obtained.  I  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  say  whence  I  had  obtained  it.  They  unanimously 
concurred  with  me  that  we  had  done  all  that  could  be  required  of  us, 
and  that  our  only  proper  course  was  at  once  to  proceed  down  the  river 
and  to  endeavour  to  pass  our  enemies  before  they  could  expect  us,  or 
were  prepared  to  impede  our  progress. 

"  Well,  gentlemen,  to  our  boats  without  delay,"  I  said — not  speaking, 
however,  above  a  whisper,  for  I  thought  it  very  likely  that  we  might 
have  listeners  in  ambush.  ''  Bapidly  and  silently,  like  Indians  on  a  wax 
trail,  let  us  make  the  best  of  our  way  down  the  stream.     If  any  boat  is 
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disabled,  lot  the  one  ahead  of  her  take  her  in  tow.  If  fiied  at,  do  not 
attempt  to  fire  in  return,  but  pull  away  for  our  lives,     l^ow  shove  off." 

Away  we  went.  I  took  the  lead,  keeping  the  centre  of  the  river. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  I  thought  much  more  of  the  meeting  I  had 
just  had  with  Madeline,  of  all  she  had  said  to  me,  and  of  all  I  had  said 
to  her,  or  wished  that  I  had  said,  than  of  the  terrific  danger  to  which  we 
were  exposed.  I  use  the  word  advisedly.  Let  any  one  fancy  what  it 
would  be  to  pass  down  a  channel  fifty  yards  wide,  each  bank  being 
lined  with  four  hundred,  or,  for  what  I  could  tell,  twice  that  number  of 
sharpshooters.  The  latter  hours  of  the  night  continued  as  dark  as  had 
been  the  earlier  part ;  there  was  a  slight  rain,  or  rather  mist,  which 
increased  the  obscurity,  while  the  wind  had  got  up,  and  its  low  moaning 
among  the  trees  assisted  to  conceal  the  sound  made  by  the  boats  as  they 
clove  their  way  through  the  water.  We  had  also  come  up  with  the 
flood  j  the  tide  had  now  turned,  and  there  was  a  strong  current  which 
much  assisted  our  progress.  These  circumstances  gave  me  hopes  that  we 
might  yet  successMly  run  the  gauntlet  of  our  enemies.  There  was 
another  circumstance  to  be  dreaded,  which  might  prove  fatal  to  us. 
Should  the  enemy  have  time  to  collect  any  boats  and  attack  us  on  the 
river,  we  could  scarcely  hope  to  cut  our  way  past  them  as  well  as  the 
riflemen  on  shore.  When  any  great  danger  is  to  be  incurred,  it  is  a 
gi^at  relief  to  be  able  to  speak.  This  was  now  denied  us,  and  each  man 
was  left  to  his  own  thoughts.  Mine,  I  may  say,  were  not  gloomy — very 
far  from  it.  Sometimes  they  were  bright  and  almost  joyous.  On  we 
went.  When  I  brought  my  thoughts  back  to  the  present,  I  could  not 
help  feeling  that  any  moment  we  might  see  the  flashes  of  a  hundred 
rifles,  and  hear  their  sharp  cracks  as  they  opened  on  us.  We  had  got  to 
the  southern  end  of  the  West  Branch,  but,  as  yet,  not  a  sound  irom  the 
shore  had  been  heard.  We  were  approaching  the  narrow  reach,  on  the 
banks  of  which  Mackey's  Mill  is  situated.  Most  of  us,  I  believe,  felt  an 
inclination  to  hold  our  breath  as  we  pulled  on.  The  current  here  was 
very  strong.  I  kept  as  nearly  as  I  could  in  the  centre,  the  other  boats 
following.  I  could  just  distinguish  the  dark  outline  of  the  building -we 
had  before  visited  against  the  sky  ahead  of  us,  when  a  voice,  I  knew  not 
whence  it  came,  shouted,  "  There  they  are  1    Fire !" 

In  an  instant  the  whole  line  of  the  shore  burst  into  flame — ^rapidly 
sounded  the  cracks  of  the  rifles,  and  thickly  about  our  heads  flew  the 
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bullets.  At  that  moment  I  thought  I  saw  a  canoe  dart  away  down  the 
river,  and  I  doubted  not  that  our  enemies  had  stationed  her  there  to 
watch  for  us.  Thicker  and  thicker  came  the  leaden  shower,  several  shots 
going  through  the  boats'  sides,  though  as  yet  no  one  was  hit  Still  I 
had  no  notion  of  giving  in.  "  Now,  my  lads,  giye  way  for  your  lives  l** 
I  exclaimed  in  a  loud  whisper.  "Many  a  man  has  passed  through 
hotter  fire  than  this  unscathed." 

I  scarcely  think  I  was  speaking  the  truth  when  I  said  this.  So  dark 
was  it,  however,  that  I  did  not  believe  that  we  could  be  seen  £rom  the 
shore,  though  the  flashes  of  the  firearms  lighted  up  the  dark  woods,  the 
red  brick  mill  and  its  out-houses,  and  threw  a  lurid  glare  over  the 
whirling  current  as  it  hurried  by  its  overhanging  banks,  while  ever 
and  anon  we  could  clearly  distinguish  the  glancing  arms  and  the  figures 
of  our  enemies  as  they  stood  drawn  up  along  the  banks,  pouring  their 
fire  down  upon  us. 

On  we  pulled,  silently  as  ever,  and  as  fast  as  the  men  could  lay  their 
backs  to  the  oars.  We  were,  however,  I  knew  too  well,  only  at  the 
commencement  of  the  narrow  passage,  and  I  could  not  tell  what  oppo- 
sition we  might  have  to  encounter  before  we  got  through  it.  My  boat 
was  light,  and  pulled  easily,  but  some  of  the  other  boats  were  very  slow 
— the  *'  Thames' "  long-boat  especially — and  rowed  very  heavily,  and  I 
kept  anxiously  turning  round  to  ascertain  that  they  were  following  me. 
For  some  time  I  could  count  them,  one  after  the  other  in  line,  coming 
up  after  me.  Then  I  turned  my  eyes  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  By 
some  means  our  enemies  calculated  our  downward  progress  with  great 
accuracy  if  they  did  not  see  us,  for,  while  some  were  blazing  away,  I 
could  see  other  bodies  hurrying  along  the  side  of  the  river,  to  be  ready, 
I  doubted  not,  to  attack  us  as  we  came  down ;  some  were  on  foot^  but 
others  were  on  horseback,  who  had  much  the  advantage  of  us  in  speed. 
At  last  I  found  that  I  was  getting  ahead  of  the  other  boats,  so  I  had  to 
slacken  my  speed  till  the  next  boat  came  up  to  me.  It  was  the 
"  Charon's  "  cutter,  commanded  by  Mr.  Bruton.  When  I  looked  back  I 
found  that  the  "  Thames' "  long-boat  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  Bruton 
said  she  had  only  just  dropped  astern,  so  begged  leave  to  go  and  tow  her 
up.  This  I  allowed  him  to  do,  telling  him  that  I  would  remain  till  he 
and  the  other  boats  came  up.   I  b^gan  to  fear,  however,  that  the  missing 
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boat  might  liaye  been  cut  off.  Away  dashed  the  gallant  fellows  after  her. 
Whatever  might  happen,  I  resolved  not  to  attempt  to  escape  myself 
unless  I  could  bring  off  the  rest  of  the  boats  or  the  survivoi's  of  their 
people  with  me,  though,  from  the  fastness  of  my  own  boat,  I  might 
possibly  have  effected  that  object.  My  men  behaved  admirably,  though 
exposed  to  so  hot  a  fire ;  not  a  murmur  escaped  them  at  the  delay,  while 
they  lay  on  their  oars  waiting  for  the  appearance  of  the  missing  boat. 
The  other  two  boats  I  saw  coming  on,  and  they  soon  caught  me  up. 
Great  was  my  relief  to  see  Bruton,  with  the  "  Thames' "  boat  in  tow,  at 
the  same  time  emerge  from  the  darkness.  Then,  once  more,  away  we  all 
went  together  down  the  stream. 

I  own  myself  that,  under  other  circumstances,  I  should  have  very  much 
liked  to  have  had  a  shot  at  our  pertinacious  foes,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
so  would  my  followers,  but  the  knowledge  that  Madeline's  father  was 
among  them  restrained  my  arm,  and  I  felt  a  curious  satisfaction  in  being 
fired  at  without  attempting  to  injure  my  assailants  in  return,  and  that  I 
might  hereafter  be  able  to  assure  liirn  that  I  had  not  knowingly  lifted 
my  hand  against  him. 

We  were  not  long  about  doing  what  I  have  been  describing.  Had  we, 
I  do  not  believe  one  of  us  would  have  escaped  the  leaden  shower  rattling 
through  the  air  and  splashing  up  the  water  on  every  side,  literally  wetting 
our  faces.  I  could  already  feel  several  holes  in  the  side  of  my  boat  close 
to  me;  then  there  was  a  deep  groan  of  suppressed  pain,  but  no  one  ceased 
rowing.  On  we  went.  A  sharp  cry  from  one  of  the  boats  astern  of  me 
showed  me  too  clearly  that  another  of  my  people  was  wounded.  Still 
the  boats  dashed  on  with  imabated  speed.  This  success  made  me  hope 
that  we  might  still  escape.  We  had  passed,  I  thought,  the  greater  part 
of  the  narrow  portion  of  the  river.  I  had  not  much  fear,  when  we  could 
reach  the  wider  parts,  that  we  should  get  through  unless  attacked,  as  I 
have  said,  by  a  flotilla  of  boats. 

Never  did  I  hear  such  a  rattle  or  cracking  of  rifles  as  the  four  or  five 
hundred  militia  and  irregulars  kept  up  on  us.  However,  there  was  no- 
thing derogatory  to  their  character  as  marksmen  that  they  had  hitherto 
done  so  little  execution,  for  had  they  been  the  best  sharpshooters  in  the 
world  their  science  would  have  availed  them  nothing  through  the  pitchy 
darkness  which  happily  enveloped  us. 
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At  length  I  fancied  that  I  could  distinguish  the  stream  widening  away 
before  us,  and,  judging  from  the  flashes  of  the  flre-arms,  the  hanks  were 
much  farther  apart  than  before.  I  was  not  mistaken.  With  a  satis&c* 
tion  I  can  scarcely  express  I  saw  that  all  our  boats  had  come  through,  but 
still  the  enemy  kept  up  a  hot  flre  astern  of  us  into  empty  space,  evidently 
not  knowing  where  we  were.  My  men  seemed  inclined  to  shout  when 
they  found  themselves  in  the  wide  reach  of  the  river,  but  I  restrained  them, 
not  knowing  what  enemies  might  be  lurking  about  near  us  on  the  water. 
Then  we  continued  pulling  steadily  on,  till  here  and  there  I  saw  a  light 
gleaming  on  the  shore,  which  I  calculated  must  come  from  the  town  of 
^ansimond.  If  a  flotilla  of  boats  were  on  the  watchr  for  us,  I  thought 
that  we  should  probably  here  encounter  them — not  that  I  any  longer 
despaired  of  escaping  firom  them,  even  should  they  attack  us.  I  had  directed 
the  officers  not  to  attempt  to  retaliate  unless  actually  boarded,  but  to  em- 
ploy all  their  energies  in  making  their  escape.  This  was,  of  course,  the 
wisest  policy. 

On  we  went.  The  town  was  passed.  No  boats  appeared.  "We  were 
approaching  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Daylight  was  now  breaking.  I  was 
only  too  thankful  that  we  had  not  delayed  till  then  to  make  our  way 
down  the  river.  Either  we  should  all  have  been  taken  prisoners,  or  few 
if  any  of  us  would  have  survived  the  murderous  fire  to  which  we  should 
have  been  exposed.  At  length  we  emerged  from  the  river  and  finally  ar- 
rived on  board  the  "  Charon  "  at  about  ten  in  the  morning  with  only  two 
people  wounded,  though  the  upper  works  of  our  boats  were  riddled  like 
sieves. 

Thus  ended  an  expedition  fraught  with  so  much  personal  interest  to 
me.  We  all  also  gained  credit  for  our  exploit.  We  had  completely 
performed  the  duty  for  which  we  had  been  sent,  having  made  ourselves 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  river,  and  ascertained  that  it  would  be 
mpossible  to  cut  out  the  vessels  which  had  run  up  to  Suffolk  unless  a  very 
strong  force,  if  not  the  whole  army,  was  to  proceed  up  for  that  purpose. 
More  and  more  as  I  thought  over  what  had  occurred  did  I  pray  that  the 
war  might  soon  cease,  and  that,  if  Englishmen  must  be  fighting,  they 
might  not  be  called  on  to  cross  theii  swords  with  their  relatives  and 
friends. 
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CHAPTEE  XXIV. 

Sent  to  Hampton  with  flng  of  trace. — Visit  my  friend8.^I)lBappointment. — ^A  fomging 
expedition,  in  which  I  obtain  a  prong  in  the  leg  instead  of  honour. — ^Adisastrotisone 
made  by  my  shipmates. — ^A  second  trip  to  Hampton. — ^Attempts  on  my  loyalty. — 
Expedition  proposed  under  Arnold. — O'DriscoU  accompanies  me  on  a  trip  up  the 
river  to  warn  Madeline. — Meet  Colonel  Carlyon. — ^Narrow  escape  on  our  return. 

I  WAS  to  Laye,  I  found,  very  little  time  for  rest  or  reflection.  This,  I  dare 
say,  was  the  better  for  me.  Scarcely  had  I  breakfasted  when  I  was  again 
sent  for  to  be  despatched,  as  I  was  told,  on  special  service.  My  satisfac- 
tion, however,  was  great  indeed  when  I  found  that  I  was  to  be  the  bearer 
of  a  flag  of  truce  to  Hampton,  with  a  letter  to  the  patriot,  or,  as  we  called 
him,  the  rebel  general  commanding  the  district. 

I  was  quickly  ready  to  start.  I  should  now  be  able  to  send  a  message 
to  Madeline,  to  assure  her  of  my  safety,  and  perhaps  to  make  arrangements 
to  keep  up  a  regular  communication  with  her.  On  one  point  only  was  I 
somewhat  puzzled;  How  could  I  speak  of  her  without  allowing  it  to  be 
suspected  that  she  had  given  me  the  warning  by  which  I  had  escaped 
from  the  trap  laid  to  catch  me  ?  I  had  heard  of  the  stem  treatment  any 
of  the  rebels  had  received  who  had  been  found  guilty  of  treachery  towards 
their  party,  even  from  General  "Washington  himself,  and  I  knew  not  what 
construction  might  be  put  on  Madeline's  conduct  should  it  be  discovered. 
I  determined,  therefore,  at  all  events  to  be  very  cautious  how  I  spoke  of 
having  met  her.  These  thoughts  occupied  my  mind  till  I  landed.  I 
then  hired  a  horse  and  a  guide,  and  proceeded  with  Tom  Rockets  only  as 
my  companion,  mounted  on  rather  a  sorry  jade,  towards  Hampton.  There 
were  not  many  white  men  to  be  seen  on  the  road.  The  negroes  doffed 
their  hats  and  always  addressed  me  in  a  civil  and  fiiendly  way. 

Without  any  adventure  I  reached  Hampton.  Having  then  delivered 
my  despatches  I  sought  out  the  house  of  my  new  friends,  the  Langtons, 
where  I  hoped  that  I  should  be  able  to  wait  till  the  reply  was  ready.  Aa 
soon  as  I  entered  the  house  I  was  shown  into  the  drawing-room,  where  the 
ladies  received  me  with  the  greatest  kindness.     Mrs.  Langton  assured  me 
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that,  horn  the  way  I  had  treated  the  inhabitants  of  Hampton  the  other 
nighty  I  should  always  be  received  there  as  a  friend.  They  insiBted  on 
having  dinner  got  ready  at  once  for  me,  and  I  found  that  they  were  col- 
lecting all  sorts  of  eatables  sufficient  to  load  my  horse  as  well  as  Bockets 
and  our  guides,  which  they  thought  might  prove  useful. 

They  had  heard,  I  found,  nothing  of  my  expedition  up  thel^ansimond 
river,  and  as  no  one  could  know  that  I  was  one  of  those  engaged  in  it  I 
considered  it  prudent  to  say  nothing  about  the  matter,  and  I  trusted  that 
Madeline  would  remember  that,  unless  she  betrayed  her  secret,  none  of  her 
friends  were  likely  to  discover  it.  In  the  course  of  conversation  her 
cousins  spoke  frequently  of  her,  and  I  sent  her  several  messages.  I  hoped 
by  their  tenor  that  she  would  understand  that  I  had  not  mentioned  our 
having  met.  My  great  hope  was  that  Mrs.  Langton,  guessing  how  things 
stood,  would  invite  her  to  come  to  Hampton,  and  that  I  might  thus  have 
the  opportunity  of  meeting  her,  should  I  again  be  sent  on  shore  with  a 
flag  of  truce.  None  but  those  who  have  been  knocking  about  for  months 
and  years  together  at  sea  among  rough  uncivilized  men  can  f aUy  appreciate 
the  satisfaction  which  a  sailor  feels  in  spending  a  few  brief  hours  under 
the  soothing  influence  of  refined  female  society. 

It  was  with  a  feeling  of  undisguised  annoyance  that  at  last  I  received 
my  despatches  and  had  to  mount  my  horse  to  return.  No  one  would 
have  supposed,  as  my  friends  bade  me  farewell,  that  I  was  serving  on  the 
side  of  their  enemies,  and  yet  I  am  certain  that  no  more  sincere  patriots 
were  to  be  found  in  America,  only  they  had  the  sense  not  to  confound 
the  individual  with  the  cause  with  wliich  circumstances  compelled  him  to 


The  army,  with  their  guns,  ammunition,  and  stores,  had  now  safely 
disembarked,  and  were  on  their  march  up  the  banks  of  James  river.  The 
first  lieutenant  of  the  '*  Charon,"  with  a  detachment  of  our  men,  had  ac- 
companied them.  I  was  therefore  selected  in  his  place  to  take  command 
of  a  party  consisting  of  a  hundred  seamen  and  marines  from  the  different 
ships  of  war,  and  to  go  on  shore  and  forage  for  the  squadron.  The 
marines  were  commanded  by  a  Lieutenant  Brown,  and  I  had  two  navy- 
lieutenants  besides  under  me.  No  duty  I  could  have  been  ordered  to 
perform  would  have  been  more  distasteful,  yet  I  had  no  choice  but  to  obey 
and  carry  it  out  to  the  best  of  my  ability.     Having  landed  at  Newport- 
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neuse,  we  began  our  marcli  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  znoming  into  Elizabeth 
County.  Kot  having  been  brought  up  like  some  of  my  Highland  friends 
in  the  art  of  levying  black  mail  on  my  low]and  neighbours,  I  could  not 
help  feeliug  as  if  I  had  suddeuly  turned  into  a  robber  when  I  found 
myself  entering  a  farm-yard,  and,  without  a  word  of  explanation,  quietly 
collecting  the  cattle  and  pigs,  or  sheep  or  poultry,  and  driving  them  off. 
We  marched  about  ten  miles  inland  as  itipidly  as  we  could,  and  then, 
facing  about,  swept  the  country  before  us.  On  espying  a  £irm  we  sur- 
rounded it,  and  then,  rushing  in,  wo  took  prisoners  all  the  negroes  we  could 
find,  and  made  them  drive  out  the  cattle  and  sheep.  The  pigs  and  poultry 
we  killed  and  placed  them  in  some  carts,  which,  with  the  horses,  we  car- 
ried off.  Having  possessed  ourselves  of  everything  of  value  in  the  farm, 
notwithstanding  the  indignant  protestations  of  the  farmer's  wife,  for  the 
fanner  himself  was  away  with  the  army,  I  suspect,  we  proceeded  on  to  her 
next  farm.  This  was  owned  by  an  old  man  with  several  sons,  we  were 
informed  by  one  of  the  negroes.  The  sons  were  all  fine  young  men,  and 
were  either  in  the  militia  or  belonging  to  some  irregular  troops.  We  ex- 
pected to  find  only  the  old  man  at  home,  but  as  we  drew  near  the  out- 
buildings a  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  some  loop-holes  in  the  walls.  As 
I  had  no  fancy  to  have  my  men  shot  down  I  led  them  rapidly  round  to 
the  front  and  charged  into  the  fann-yard,  over  some  slight  barricades 
which  had  been  hastily  thrown  up.  At  the  same  moment  a  dozen  ot 
twenty  men  rushed  out  of  some  sheds  on  one  side  and  attempted  to  drive 
off  a  herd  of  cattle  from  a  pen  near  at  hand.  I,  with  Rockets  and  some 
of  my  people,  foUowed  them  so  closely  that  they  were  compelled  to  leave 
the  cattle  to  defend  themselves.  Most  of  them  seemed  inclined  to  con- 
tinue their  flight,  but  an  old  man,  whom  I  took  to  be  the  owner  of  the 
farm,  exerted  himself  to  rally  them,  and  shouting,  ''  On,  friends,  on  I 
Drive  back  the  robbers  !"  charged  up  towards  us.  I  was  rather  ahead  of 
my  men.  Some  of  his  people  fired.  I  suspect  the  muskets  of  the  rest 
were  not  loaded.  Before  I  had  time  to  defend  myself  the  old  man  had 
his  bayonet  through  my  leg,  and  had  I  not  used  my  cutlass  pretty  smartly 
the  rest  woiQd  have  finished  me  or  carried  me  off  prisoner  before  my  men 
could  come  to  my  rescue.  When  they  did  come  up,  they  quickly  put  the 
rebels  to  flight,  and  I  was  not  sorry  to  find  that  his  friends  had  dragged 
off  the  brave  old  man  without  his  receiving  any  injury.     We  were  taught 
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a  lesson  by  this  to  be  more  cautious  in  future  when  plundering  ihe 
farms,  lest  thoy  might  be  found  fortified  and  prepared  to  receive  us.  My 
wound  was  bad  enough  to  prevent  me  from  walking.  Hunting  about,  we 
found  a  horse  and  a  saddle  fitted  to  him,  by  which  means  I  was  able  to 
continue  my  progress.  On  arriving  at  several  farms  we  found  that, 
although  no  attempt  was  made  to  defend  them,  all  the  cattle  had  been 
driven  off  and  the  pigs  and  poultry  concealed*  Now  and  then  the 
grunting  of  a  pig  or  the  cackling  of  a  hen  betrayed  the  dust-hole  or  oeUar 
in  which  they  were  imprisoned.  The  men  were,  in  most  instances,  ab- 
sent, but  the  women  seldom  failed  to  abuse  us  in  no  measured  terms  for 
our  behaviour,  nor  could  I  help  feeling  that  we  deserved  everything  that 
was  said  against  us.  My  men,  I  must  say,  behaved  very  welL  In  no 
instance  did  they  offer  any  violence  to  the  villagers,  and  when  they  were 
abused  they  only  laughed  and  retaliated  with  jokes,  which,  if  not  refined, 
were  harmless. 

"We  continued  our  foraging  labours  (some  people  might  have  called 
them  our  depredations)  till  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  I 
judged  that  it  was  necessary  to  commence  our  retreats  From  the  expe- 
rience I  had  gained  I  felt  pretty  certain  that  wo  should  be  harassed  on 
our  march  by  the  enemy.  I  therefore  formed  my  people  in  the  best  order 
I  could  for  defence.  Our  six  butchers,  with  their  axes,  saws,  and  knives, 
marched  ahead  as  an  advanced  guard.  We  had  collected  in  all  fifty-seven 
head  of  cattle  and  forty-two  sheep.  These  were  driven  by  thirty  negroes 
and  closely  surrounded  by  the  seamen,  who  formed  the  centre.  In  the 
rear  came  the  marines  to  cover  our  retreat,  while  on  each  fiank  I  placed 
four  marines,  who  were  occasionally  relieved  from  the  rear.  Brown 
laughed  at  my  precautions,  and  said  that  they  were  absurd  and  useless, 
and  so  I  found  did  my  lieutenants,  but  I  knew  that  I  was  right,  and 
kept  to  my  plan. 

Had  the  country  been  open  our  progress  would  have  been  easy,  but 
instead  of  that  it  was  thickly  wooded,  so  that  our  order  of  march  was 
constantly  broken.  I  kept  riding  about,  doing  all  I  could  to  keep  the 
people  and  the  cattle  together ;  but  every  now  and  then  where  the  wood 
was  thickest  I  could  see  an  ox,  or  a  cow,  and  a  couple  of  sheep,  slyly 
impelled  by  a  cunning  negro,  stealing  away  between  the  trees;  and 
perhaps,  while  I  sent  some  of  the  seamen  in  pursuit  of  them,  others 
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would  "break  away  in  an  opposite  direction.  Of  course,  when  the  negroes 
were  overtaken,  they  always  pretended  to  bo  endeavouiing  hy  lusty 
strokes  to  drive  the  animals  back  to  us,  and  there  was  little  use  in 
attempting  to  punish  them.  Besides  this  inconvenience,  every  now  and 
then,  whenever  we  had  to  pass  any  hilly  or  broken  ground  behind  which 
an  enemy  could  find  shelter,  we  were  certain  to  be  saluted  with  a  shower 
of  rifle-balls.  At  first  I  attempted  to  retaliate  by  sending  some  of  the 
marines  in  pursuit,  but  by  the  time  they  got  up  to  the  spot  from  whence 
the  shots  were  fired  no  enemy  was  to  be  seen,  and  I  was  only  too  glad 
to  get  them  back  without  having  them  cut  oflf.  This  showed  me  that 
our  enemies,  though  persevering,  were  not  numerous. 

Considering  all  the  difficulties  I  had  to  encounter,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  when  we  arrived  at  the  place  of  embarkation  our  stock  had  been 
reduced  to  forty-three  head  of  cattle,  with  a  proportionate  diminution  in 
our  sheep,  though  our  two  carts  with  the  pigs  and  poultry  arrived  all 
safe.  We  embarked  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  on  board  some 
vessels  sent  to  carry  us  and  the  result  of  our  foraging  expedition  to  our 
respective  ships.  I  had  not  lost  a  man,  and  with  the  exception  of  my 
own  hurt,  no  one  was  wounded.  I  felt  sure  that  my  success  was  attri- 
butable to  the  dispositions  I  had  made,  and  the  careful  way  I  had  effected 
my  retreat,  and  that  seeing  me  so  well  prepared  to  receive  them  had  pre- 
vented the  enemy  from  attacking  me.  I  expressed  myself  to  this  effect 
when  I  returned  on  board,  but  was  only  laughed  at  for  my  pains,  and 
asked  what  I  had  to  fear  fix)m  a  few  despicable  rebel  boors,  whom  a  volley 
would  in  an  instant  put  to  flight. 

"  Very  well,"  said  I.  "  If  any  of  you  have  to  perform  the  same  work, 
and  do  not  take  similar  precautions,  depend  on  it  you  will  have  to  rue 
*your  neglect." 

"  Oh,  nonsense,"  was  the  answer.  "  We  know  what  the  fellows  are 
made  of.     They  are  not  worth  powder  and  shot." 

Greatly  to  my  annoyance,  the  very  next  day  I  was  again  directed  to 
land  with  the  same  number  of  men  for  the  same  object.  It  was  satisfactory 
to  know  that  the  way  I  had  conducted  the  expedition  was  approved  of, 
but  yet  I  would  gladly  have  got  off  the  duty.  Just  then,  finding  that  a 
flag  of  trace  was  to  be  sent  to  Hampton,  I  solicited  the  commodore  to 
allow  me  to  go  on  that  service. 
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"  Yes,"  he  replied.  "  The  inhabitants  are  acquainted  with  you ;  and 
when  you  make  your  appearance  they  will  understand  our  dispositions  are 
friendly." 

I  was  much  flattered  by  this  compliment,  and  still  more  pleased  to  gain 
the  object  I  had  in  view.  The  commodore  told  me  to  direct  Lieutenant 
Fallock,  second  lieutenant  of  the  "Iris,"  to  take  charge  of  the  foraging  party 
in  my  place.  I  earnestly  advised  him  to  use  the  same  precautions  I  had 
on  the  previous  day,  assuring  him,  from  the  experience  I  had  had  in 
the  numerous  expeditions  I  had  commanded  in  America,  that  the  people 
would  never  attack  a  force  if  well  prepared  for  resistance,  and  that  the 
wise  principle  the  people  adopted  was  only  to  fight  when  they  could 
obtain  some  material  advantage.  Fallock  smiled  scornfully.  I  foimd 
that  Lieutenant  Brown  of  the  marines  had  been  talking  to  him  and 
telling  him  of  my  over-cautious  and  tedious  way  of  retreating  as  he  called 
it.  I  found  afterwards  that  Brown  had  advised  him  to  take  only  forty 
marines  as  amply  sufiicient  to  defeat  any  number  of  the  enemy  likely  to 
assemble  to  attack  them.  The  officers  who  had  accompanied  me  had 
also  told  him  that^  as  we  had  not  seen  more  than  twenty  rebels  in 
arms  at  a  time,  he  was  not  at  all  likely  to  iencounter  more  than  that 
number,  though  it  was  improbable  that  any  would  venture  to  attack 
him.  Having  urged  the  point  as  strongly  as  I  could,  I  proceeded  on 
my  mission  while  Fallock  and  his  party  prepared  for  their  expedition. 

"  Don't  bo  afraid.  Hurry,"  said  Brown,  whom  I  met  as  I  went  down 
the  side,  "  we  shall  return  in  whole  skins,  and  bring  you  back  a  good 
supply  of  beef  and  mutton." 

I  hired  a  horse  and  proceeded  as  before,  without  any  particular 
adventure,  to  Hampton.  Having  delivered  my  message  to  the  proper 
authorities  I  went  to  the  Langtons. 

I  own  that  as  I  approached  the  house  my  heart  beat  many  times  quicker 
than  usual,  for  I  could  not  help  persuading  myself  that  Madeline  might 
have  gone  there.  When  the  door  was  opened  by  the  black  servant  I 
tried  to  discover  by  his  countenance  whether  my  hopes  were  likely  to  be 
realized. 

"Is  there  anybody  here  V*  I  asked  with  a  trembling  voice. 

"  Oh,  yes ;  dere  be  all  de  young  ladies  and  Madame  Langton  aU  at 
home.     Glad  see  you,  sare,"  was  the  answer  I  got. 
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I  did  not  venture  to  ask  more.  The  diawing-ioom  door  was  opened. 
I  held  mj  breath.  Her  likeness  was  there,  hut  she  was  not.  I  dared 
not  ask  for  her,  and  I  £00  soon  found  that  my  hopes  were  vain. 

I  found  myself,  however,  received  by  the  family  as  an  old  friend. 
They  had  heard  from  Madeline.  She  had,  with  the  wisdom  which  I  felt 
sure  belonged  to  her,  not  mentioned  having  seen  me.  They  had,  how- 
ever, from  other  sources  heard  of  the  expedition  up  the  Nansimond 
river,  and  of  the  courteous  way,  as  they  expressed  it,  in  which  the 
English  had  behaved  while  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Elbank's  house.  It 
was  reported,  however,  naturally  enough,  that  though  the  boats  had  got 
off,  nearly  all  the  people  in  them  had  been  killed  or  wounded.  I  assured 
my  friends  that  on  this  point  they  were  under  a  mistake ;  but  as  I  did 
not  like  to  dwell  on  the  subject  for  fear  of  betraying  myself  I  left  them 
still  unconvinced  that  they  were  in  error. 

As  I  was  wishing  my  friends  good-bye,  a  gentleman  came  in  to  whom 
I  was  introduced.  When  he  heard  who  I  was,  he  begged  that  I  would 
delay  my  departure  for  a  few  minutes,  saying  that  he  would  have  the 
pleasure  of  accompanying  me  part  of  the  way.  Having  delivered  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Langtons  he  left  the  house,  requesting  that  I  would  remain 
till  his  return.  His  name,  my  friends  told  me,  was  Sutton,  and  they 
added  that  he  was  a  friend  of  Colonel  Carlyon's.  When  I  heard  this,  all 
sorts  of  ideas  rushed  into  my  head,  and  I  could  not  help  hoping  that  the 
meeting  would  be  productive  of  some  important  consequence,  yet  how 
that  was  to  be  I  could  not  telL  Mr.  Sutton  soon  returned  booted  and 
spurred  for  a  journey. 

"  Perhaps  I  may  go  farther  than  I  at  first  proposed,"  he  observed,  as 
we  mounted  and  rode  out  of  the  town.  "  I  am  glad  to  meet  you,  Mr. 
Hurry,  for  I  have  heard  of  you  for  some  time  past,  and  you  have  won  the 
regard  of  many  patriots  by  the  way  in  which  you  have  on  several  occa- 
sions behaved  towards  those  who  have  fallen  into  your  power.  I,  with 
the  sentiments  I  entertain,  can  only  wish  that  you  served  a  better  cause ; 
at  the  same  time  that  I  would  not  seek  to  induce  you,  as  an  officer 
bearing  his  Majesty's  commission,  to  swerve  from  the  allegiance  you  owe 
him." 

When  Mr.  Sutton  said  this  I  could  not  help  feeling  that  he  wished  to 
try  me,  so  I  considered  some  time  before  I  replied.     I  then  said, — 
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''  This  barbarous  war  must  some  day  bo  brought  to  an  end,  and  then 
without  any  sacrifice  of  principle  I  may  be  able  not  only  to  express  the 
feelings  I  entertain  for  the  people  of  America,  but  to  act  according  to 
them." 

"Well  said,  sir,"  he  answered;  "we  must  all  eagerly  look  forward  to 
that  time,  and,  from  the  way  you  speak,  I  feel  sure  that  no  temptations 
woidd  induce  you  to  quit  the  cause  you  serve,  however  much  you  may 
sympathize  with  those  opposed  to  it." 

"  I  trust  not,  sir,"  said  I  firmly.  "  The  path  of  honour  is  a  very  dear 
one ;  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  walk  in  it" 

"  I  know  you  have,  and  perhaps  you  may  wonder  why  I  just  now 
volunteered  to  accompany  you.  Thus  far  I  will  tell  you :  I  wished  to 
make  your  acquaintance,  and  I  also  considered  that  I  might  be  of  some 
service  to  you.  Although  you  bear  a  flag  of  truce,  so  great  is  the  exas- 
peration against  all  those  serving  in  arms  under  the  traitor  Arnold,  that  I 
thought  it  possible  you  might  be  insulted,  if  not  injured,  by  some  of  the 
more  ignorant  country  people." 

I  thanked  Mr.  Sutton  for  his  kindness,  though  I  suspected  that  he  had 
other  reasons  for  wishing  to  accompany  me  which  he  did  not  explain.  Of 
course  I  could  not  ask  them.  He  did  not  mention  the  names  of  either 
Colonel  Carlyon  or  his  daughter,  and,  much  as  I  longed  to  do  so,  I  could 
not  bring  myself  to  speak  of  them  to  one  who  to  me,  at  all  events,  was  a 
perfect  stranger.  He  soon  also  began  to  talk  of  affairs  in  general,  and 
proved  himself  a  very  well-informed  man  and  an  entertaining  companion. 
I  could  not  help  fancying  at  times  that  he  was  endeavouring  to  draw  me 
out,  and  to  assure  himself  of  what  my  sentiments  really  were.  We  passed 
several  parties  of  armed  men,  but  when  they  saw  him  they  dofifed  their 
hats,  or  saluted  him  in  military  style,  with  every  mark  of  respect.  When 
within  about  a  mile  of  our  usual  landing-place  he  reined  in  his  horse. 

"  I  can  go  no  farther  with  you,"  he  said ;  "  I  have  no  wish  to  fall  into 
the  power  of  any  of  Arnold's  followers.  Farewell,  Mr.  Hurry.  We 
may  meet  again,  perhaps,  before  long,  and  when  we  meet  I  trust  that  it 
will  be  as  we  now  part — as  friends." 

I  made  a  suitable  reply;  and  then,  turning  his  horse's  head,  he  put  tho 
animal  into  a  full  gallop,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight.  It  was  late  when  I 
got  on  board.     A  gloom,  such  as  is  always  felt  after  a  disaster  has  occurred, 
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htmg  over  the  ship.  The  foraging  party,  or  rather  a  remnant  of  them, 
had  juet  returned.  They  had  a  melancholy  tale  to  tell.  Mr.  FaUock  had 
taken  the  same  road  I  had  gone  on  my  expedition,  and  had  succeeded  in 
collecting  a  considerahle  number  of  cattle,  sheep,  pigs  and  poultry — indeed, 
forage  of  all  sorts.  All  went  successfully  with  him  and  his  party  till  they 
commenced  their  return.  Instead,  however,  of  marching  in  the  proper 
order  I  had  proceeded,  the  cattle  were  not  kept  well  together,  and  the 
men  were  allowed  to  scatter  about,  and,  when  any  of  the  animals  strayed, 
to  follow  them  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  main  body.  The 
seamen  and  marines  thought  it  very  good  fun,  and  went  shouting  and 
laughing  along,  the  officers  totally  forgetting  that  they  were  in  an  enemy's 
country.  They  had  proceeded  some  few  miles  without  being  molested, 
and  were  congratulating  themselves  on  their  own  wisdom,  and  on  my 
folly  in  having  taken  so  many  unnecessary  precautions,  when  suddenly 
the  crack  of  a  rifle  was  heard — then  another  and  another — and  a  band 
of  horsemen  were  seen  galloping  up  and  cutting  down  the  stragglers,  who 
in  vain  attempted  to  make  a  successful  resistance.  Lieutenant  Brown, 
calling  to  the  men  near  him,  charged  the  enemy,  but  the  horsemen, 
wheeling  about,  left  the  ground  clear  for  a  body  of  footmen,  who,  as  ho 
advanced,  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  him.  He  was  seen  to  fall,  as  were  many 
of  those  with  him ;  the  rest  attempted  to  fly,  but  the  horsemen  were  upon 
them,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  man  who  got  back  to  the  main  body, 
they  were  all  cut  down,  or  compelled  to  yield  themselves  prisoners.  Another 
small  party  had,  in  the  meantime,  attacked  the  rest  of  the  stragglers,  and 
had  prevented  them  from  falling  back  on  the  main  body,  while  the  greater 
part  of  the  cattle  were  dispersed  and  driven  off.  Lieutenant  Fallock  had, 
while  this  was  going  forward,  called  in  all  the  remaining  seamen  and 
marines  round  him,  and  presented  as  bold  a  front  as  he  could  to  the 
enemy.  In  spite  of  his  diminished  numbers,  and  the  feeling  that  he  had 
been,  in  consequence  of  his  own  want  of  forethought  and  foolhardiness, 
surprised  by  an  enemy  he  despised,  ho  fought  with  the  greatest  coolness 
and  bravery.  Even  in  numbers  he  saw  that  the  Americans  were  inferior 
to  what  his  party  had  been  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  but  now 
he  had  lost  several  of  the  seamen  and  the  greater  part  of  the  marines, 
and  the  people  with  him  were  falling  thickly  from  the  bullets  of  the 
concealed  riflemen.     His  only  chance  of  csciipo  was  to  retreat  in  close 
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order,  and  as  lapidly  as  he  covld  till  he  got  out  of  the  wood.  This  he 
did,  facing  about,  and  delivering  his  fire  whenever  an  enemy  appeared. 
Outside  the  wood  he  made  a  bold  stand,  and  drove  back  lus  foes,  keeping  up 
a  hot  fire  on  them  tUl  he  found  that  his  ammunition  was  almost  expended. 
Then  once  more  he  retreated.  He  had  escaped  without  a  hurt,  though 
several  shots  had  passed  through  his  clothes,  and  many  of  his  people  were 
wounded.  With  the  remnant  he  at  last  succeeded  in  reaching  the  landing- 
place,  where  the  boats  were  in  waiting  for  him. 

The  next  day,  when  I  went  on  shore  to  inquire  for  Brown,  I  found  that 
he  had  just  died  of  his  wounds.  Kine  marines  were  killed,  eleven  were 
taken  prisoners  unhurt,  and  several  more  were  found  on  the  ground 
wounded,  while  of  those  who  got  off  very  few  escaped  unhurt  Such 
was  the  termination  of  this  foraging  expedition — ^the  disaster  arising 
entirely  from  the  folly  of  the  ofiicers,  who  would  persist,  as  many  had 
before  done,  in  despising  their  enemy,  and  refusing  to  take  the  proper 
precautions  to  guard  against  surprise.  This  is  only  one  of  many  instances 
of  a  similar  folly  which  I  observed  thoughout  the  American  war.  I 
speak  of  military  officers  especially.  There  is  something  in  the  character 
of  Englishmen  which  makes  them  over-confident  and  foolhardy,  and  they 
will  require  to  be  taught  by  some  very  severe  lessons  before  they  learn  the 
importance  of  caution.  This  want  of  caution  in  an  officer,  when  entrusted 
-with  the  lives  of  brave  men,  is  a  very  great  fault,  and  shows  great  folly 
and  hn  unfitness  for  command.  The  vice,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  not  so 
prevalent  generally  in  the  navy.  Most  spirited  and  dashing  enterprises 
are  undertaken,  and  are  successful,  for  the  very  reason  that  forethought  is 
employed  and  proper  precautions  are  taken  to  ensure  success.  Young 
officers  are  too  apt  to  mistake  want  of  caution  for  spirit  and  bravery,  and 
to  despise  those  who  are  careful  aUd  anxious  for  the  lives  as  well  as  for  the 
health  of  those  entrusted  to  their  care.  I  am  now  an  old  man,  but  I  find 
these  sentiments  penned  in  my  journal,  written  at  the  time  of  the  occur- 
rence I  have  described,  and  they  have  been  stUlmore  and  more  impressed, 
by  the  experience  of  fifty  years.  Since  then  a  long,  long  catalogue  of 
melancholy  disasters  might  be  chronicled,  all  contributing  to  sully  the 
glory  of  the  British  arms,  which  have  arisen  from  those  two  causes — the 
neglect  of  proper  precaution,  and  a  foolish  conceited  contempt  of  the 
enemy. 

Where  a  subject  is  matter  of  history  I  need  but  briefly  touch  on  it, 
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and  I  have  therefore  often  skimmed  over  subjects  of  fax  more  importance 
than  those  I  have  described.  I  wiQ  now  give  a  sketch  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  troops  under  General  Arnold,  and  the  mode  in  which  the 
ships  of  war  were  employed  in  assisting  them.  Having  marched  up 
James  river,  supported  by  some  small  ships  of  war,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  the  general  reached  Burds  Landing  on  the  6th  of  January, 
and  from  thence,  with  only  fifteen  hundred  men,  pushed  on  to  Eichmond, 
the  capital  of  Virginia — a  distance  of  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles  from  the  capes  of  Virginia.  He  defeated  all  the  forces  sent  against  him, 
and  arriving  in  that  city,  destroyed  or  brought  off  large  quantities  of  stores, 
provisions,  ammunition  and  some  guns  and  stand  of  arms,  returning  to 
Burds  Landing  with  the  loss  only  of  three  killed  and  fifteen  wounded. 
This  was  one  of  the  most  important  expeditions  undertaken  into  the 
interior  of  the  country,  for  all  the  stores  I  have  mentioned  were  destined 
for  the  supply  of  the  southern  army  of  the  rebels  opposing  Lord  Com- 
wallis  in  the  Carolinas.  It  was  followed  up  on  the  12th  by  an  expedition 
headed  by  Colonel  Simcoe,  who  with  his  own  corps  surprised  two  hundred 
rebel  militia  and  killed  or  took  prisoners  about  fifty  of  them.  On  the  14th 
the  troops  moved  to  the  town  of  Smithfield,  where  they  captured  forty- 
hogsheads  of  tobacco.  On  the  15th  the  troops  evacuated  Smithfield,  and 
the  squadron  moved  down  to  Newportneuse.  On  the  following  day  that 
very  active  officer,  Colonel  Simcoe,  was  engaged  in  a  skirmish  with  the 
rebels,  the  result  of  which  was  that  he  made  prisoners  of  an  officer  and 
fifteen  privates  of  a  militia  regiment.  The  occupation  of  Portsmouth 
had  now,  I  found,  been  determined  on.  It  stands  on  a  southern  branch 
of  that  estuary  called  Hampton  Eoads,  into  which  James  river  empties 
itself.  Between  it  and  Smithfield  is  the  iN'ansimond  river  with  Mackey's 
Mills  situated  on  its  banks  about  half-way  up,  while  higher  still  on  the 
West  Branch  was  the  hoTise  belonging  to  Mr.  Elbank,  where  I  found  Miss 
Carlyon  on  the  night  I  and  my  party  so  narrowly  escaped  being  cut  off. 
The  moment  the  above  information  reached  me,  and  I  ascertained  the 
direction  the  army  was  to  march^^  I  became  alarmed  lest  they  should  pass 
near  Mr.  Elbank's  house  and  take  possession  of  it.  I  knew  too  well 
what  had  occurred  on  former  occasions,  and  if  it  was  known  to  have 
been  occupied  by  Colonel  Carlyon,  it  would  too  probably  be  destroyed, 
and  the  inn:iates  alarmed  and  inconvenienced,  if  not  insulted  and  iigured. 
I  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  Miss  Carlyon  was  stiU  there  with 
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her  friends,  unless  our  visit  to  the  place  had  been  a  warning  to  them 
to  quit  it.  What  could  I  do  to  save  her?  I  thought  rapidly  orer 
the  subject.  I  was  not  long  in  coming  to  a  resolution.  I  must  find 
some  means  of  communicating  with  her*  Could  I  trust  any  one  with 
the  message?  No — at  every  risk  I  must  go  myself.  Any  personal 
danger  was  of  course  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  I  reflected 
that  the  cause  I  served  could  not  bo  injured  by  any  information  I 
could  give  her.  Besides  this,  in  a  public  point  of  view,  I  and  those 
under  my  command,  in  our  late  expedition  up  the  Nansimond,  owed  her 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  warning  she  had  given  us,  which  we,  to 
the  best  of  our  power,  were  bound  to  repay.  Sometimes  I  thought 
that  I  would  go  openly  to  the  commodore  and  ask  his  leave  to  go  up  the 
river  to  Mr.  Elbank's,  and  then  again  I  was  afraid  that  by  some  means  or 
other  Miss  Carlyon's  name  might  become  known,  and  that  her  party 
might  hear  that  she  had  given  the  information  by  which  my  companions 
and  I  had  been  preserved  from  the  ambush  laid  for  us.  That  would 
expose  her  to  an  annoyance  to  which  I  would  on  no  account  subject  her. 
I  easily  persuaded  myself  that  I  alone  could  properly  go.  Perhaps  the 
prospect  of  seeing  her  biassed  me.  I  knew  that  I  could  depend  on  assist- 
ance. Although  0*Driscoll  had  been  less  cordial  with  me  since  the  night 
of  our  expedition,  in  consequence  of  the  way  I  had  spoken  to  him,  I 
knew  that  he  would  be  delighted  to  accompany  me  if  I  asked  him ;  so  of 
course  would  Tom  Rockets.  We  had  picked  up,  some  time  before,  a  light, 
fast-pulling  canoe,  which  a  couple  of  hands  could  send  along  at  a  great 
rate.  The  use  of  this  I  could  command.  How  to  get  leave  to  quit  the 
ship  for  a  night  was  the  difficulty.  Without  leave  I  .could  not  go. 
Neither  would  I  tell  a  falsehood  to  obtain  leave.  I  resolved,  therefore,  to 
go  fiankly  to  Captain  Symonds,  to  plead  my  constant  good  conduct,  and 
to  beg  that  he  would  trust  me  and  O'Driscoll  and  one  man  away  from  the 
ship  to  carry  out  a  matter  of  importance.  I  went  to  him  accordingly. 
He  hesitated  a  good  deal,  as  I  knew  he  would.  He  asked  to  have  tho 
matter  more  fully  explained  to  him.  I  told  him  that  I  would  rather  not 
explain  it — ^that  should  it  fail,  no  blame  might  be  attached  to  him. 

"  There  must  be  blame  if  I  allow  you  to  leave  the  ship  ignorant  of 
where  you  are  going,  and  any  ill  results  from  your  expedition,"  he 
answered. 
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I  saw  that  lie  waa  right. 

"  Well,  sir,  then,  as  you  desire  it,  I  will  tell  you  my  object,  and  leave 
it  to  your  generosity  to  allow  me  to  accomplish  it,"  I  answered,  lifting  up 
my  head  and  looking  boldly  at  him,  for  I  felt  relieved  of  a  difficulty.  I 
told  him  briefly  the  state  of  the  case. 

"  I  do  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  giving  you  leave,  and  for  such  an 
object  will  gladly  share  the  blame,  if  blame  there  he,"  he  replied  with  a 
well-satisfied  look. 

It  was  amusing  to  witness  O'DriscoU's  delight  at  the  thoughts  of  the 
expedition. 

"  Arrah  !  now,  that's  just  as  it  should  be !"  he  exclaimed  ;  "  and,  my 
dear  boy,  now,  if  you  could  but  clap  the  sweet  girl  into  the  boat  and  pull 
off  with  her,  you'd  be  placing  her  out  of  danger,  plaising  yourself,  and 
doing  the  right  thing.'- 

I  did  not  argue  the  subject  with  him,  as  I  had  already  done  so  in  vain, 
but  I  let  him  run  on.  From  the  alacrity  with  which  he  set  about  our 
preparations  it  might  have  been  supposed  that  he  was  the  person  most 
interested  in  the  result.  A  light  boat  was  eaisily  procured.  Eockets  was 
of  course  ready  to  accompany  us.  We  resolved  to  go  without  arms,  but 
to  wear  our  uniforms  that  we  might  not  be  accused  of  being  spies.  I 
wrote  a  letter,  which  I  kept  in  my  pocket,  addressed  to  Colonel  Carlyon, 
informing  him  that  my  object  in  visiting  the  house  where  he  was  residing 
was  to  request  him  to  remove  his  famUy  and  friends  from  it,  lest  it  should 
become  the  scene  of  strife  between  the  contending  parties.  Should  we 
be  taken  prisoners  I  intended  to  show  this  and  to  claim  his  assistance  to 
obtain  our  release.  We  left  the  ship  early  in  the  evening,  and  with  a  fair 
wind  our  light  skiff  flew  quickly  over  the  water  towards  the  mouth  of 
the  Kansimond  river.  I  never  saw  O'DriscoU  in  such  high  feather.  Had 
I  been  inclined  to  be  in  low  spirits  he  would  have  kept  them  up.  Com- 
mend me  to  such  a  companion  in  all  cases  of  this  sort.  He  joked, 
he  told  good  stories,  he  sang  and  rattled  on  without  cessation.  It  was 
sufficiently  dark  when  we  reared  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  enable  us, 
with  our  sail  lowered,  to  enter  without  much  chance  of  being  seen  from 
the  shore.  Though  the  wind  was  fair,  of  course  after  that  we  could  not 
venture  to  carry  sail,  so  we  took  it  by  turns  to  steer  while  the  other  two 
pulled.    Lights  were  glimmering  in  ITansimond  as  we  passed,  but  we 
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gave  the  town  a  wide  berth,  and  then  had  little  to  apprehend  except  from 
a  straj  boat,  till  we  got  up  to  Mackey's  Mills.  We  kept  a  sharp  look- 
out, to  avoid  any  boat  crossing  or  coming  down  the  stream.  As  we 
glided  by  the  mills  we  could  hear  voices  of  people  speaking  in  them, 
but  we  kept  near  the  opposite  bank,  and  no  one,  we  fancied,  saw  us.  Of 
course  our  oars  were  mu£9ed,  and  as  we  sat  as  low  as  we  could  in  our 
little  boat,  very  sharp  eyes  would  have  been  required  to  make  us  out. 
As  long  as  there  was  a  flood-tide  we  got  on  very  well,  but  it  was  high 
water  before  we  got  to  Mackey's  Mills,  and  in  a  short  time  a  strong 
current  set  against  us.  »It  was  hard  work  in  some  spots  pulling  against 
it ;  not  that  I  minded  that,  but  I  was  anxious  to  hurry  on  to  perform  my 
mission  and  to  assure  myself  that  Miss  Carlyon  had  retired  to  a  place  of 
safety.  We  had  just  got  into  the  broader  part  of  the  stream,  when,  as  I 
peered  through  the  darkness  ahead,  I  fancied  I  saw  a  large  object 
coming  right  down  upon  us.  I  instantly  steered  the  boat  over  to  the 
north  shore,  and  in  a  whisper  told  O'Driscoll  andEocketsto  cease  pulling. 
I  was  but  just  in  time,  for  immediately  after  a  large  boat  full  of  people 
hove  in  sight.  We  could  hear  them  talking,  and  we  made  out  that  they 
expected  an  attack  that  very  night  from  the  English.  Had  they  seen  us 
they  would  probably  have  supposed  we  had  been  sent  in  advance,  and 
would  have  shot  us  all  down.  The  circumstances  made  us  consider  how 
we  should  manage  to  return,  for  they  would  certainly  be  on  the  look-out 
for  us.  Other  boats  also  would  be  coming  down,  which  we  might  have 
some  difficulty  in  avoiding.  StiU,  what  I  had  undertaken  I  was  deter- 
mined to  accomplish.  We  pulled  on  without  stopping.  No  other  boat 
was  seen.  At  length  we  reached  what  we  believed  to  be  the  place  where 
we  had  landed  on  the  night  when  I  had  met  Miss  Carlyon.  I  knew  it 
by  the  peculiar  outline  of  the  trees— otherwise  it  might  have  been  easily 
passed.  O'Dnscoll  agreed  with  me  that  I  was  right;  so,  running  in  under 
the  bank,  we  effectually  concealed  our  boat  in  the  bushes,  and,  clambering 
up,  stood  on  the  open  ground  with  the  house  we  were  in  search  of  at  no 
great  distance  from  us.  After  a  short  consultation  O'Driscoll  consented 
to  remain  near  the  boat  with  Eockets,  while  I  proceeded  alone  to  the 
house.  If  I  was  well  received  I  was  to  summon  him.  My  heart  beat 
pretty  fast  as  I  approached  the  door.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  till  my 
hand  was  actually  on  the  knocker  that  it  was  nearly  midnight^  and  that 
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in  all  probability  the  family  would  be  in  bed.  However,  I  knocked  with 
tolerable  distinctness,  and  then  waited  the  result.  I  saw  lights  gleaming 
at  the  windows,  and  before  long  a  voice  in  negro  accents  asked  who  was 
there  and  what  was  wanted. 

''  A  messenger  with  important  information  for  Colonel  Carlyon  or  his 
daughter,"  I  answered.     ''  I  come  alone,  as  a  friend,  tell  your  master." 

''Admit  him,"  said  a  voice. 

The  door  was  opened  and  I  entered.  Before  me  stood  an  officer  in 
uniform,  with  a  brace  of  pistols  in  his  belt  and  a  sword  by  his  side, 
evidently  prepared  for  service.  I  threw  open  my  own  doak  to  show  what  I 
was,  and  followed  the  officer  into  a  well-lighted  room  on  one  side  of  the 
passage.  Supper  was  on  the  table,  and  another  gentleman  was  in  the  room. 
I  instantly  recognized  him  as  my  companion  on  my  ride  from  Hampton. 

''  Ah,  Mr.  Hurry,  I  am  glad  to  see  you ! "  he  exclaimed  in  a  cordial  tone, 
stretching  out  his  hand.  ''  I  little  expected  to  meet  you  again  so  soon. 
"What  brings  you  here  1" 

Kow  I  was  prepared  to  warn  Miss  Carlyon  and  her  lady  friends  of 
danger,  but  I  had  no  intention  of  giving  information  to  a  stranger  of  the 
movements  of  the  British  army.  I  felt  myself  placed  at  once  in  a  dilemma. 
I  need  have  had  no  scruples  on  the  subject,  as  the  enemy  often  knew  as 
much  about  the  matter  as  anybody  else.     I  hesitated  before  replying. 

"  I  came  to  give  some  information  to  Colonel  Carlyon,  on  which  I  ex- 
pected that  he  and  his  daughter  only  would  act^"  I  answered.  *'  I  have 
never  met  Colonel  Carlyon.    Do  I  see  him  nowf" 

"  You  do,"  said  the  officer  to  whom  I  h^  first  spoken.  "  I  am  Colonel 
Carlyon,  and  I  am  glad  to  welcome  you,  sir,  to  thank  you  for  the  inesti- 
mable service  you  have  more  than  once  rendered  those  dearest  to  me. 
Whatever  you  have  to  communicate  you  may  say  freely  before  this 
gentleman,  my  most  intimate  friend." 

Feeling  that  I  might  trust  to  them,  I,  without  farther  delay,  told  them 
the  object  of  my  adventure. 

"You  have  not  come  alone,  though,"  he  remarked,  after  thanking  me 
cordially  for  the  information  I  had  given  him. 

I  told  him  that  O'Driscoll  and  Bockets  were  waiting  for  me  at  the  boat. 
He  insisted  on  sending  for  them,  and  in  a  very  short  time  they  made  their 
appearance,  and  while  the  negro  took  care  of  my  follower,  we  were  soon 
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pleasantly  seated  at  supper.  I,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  hoping  that  J 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Madeline.  At  last  I  mustered 
courage  to  ask  for  her.  Her  Mher  hesitated,  I  thought^  before  he  replied. 
At  length  he  said, — 

"  Yes,  she  will  indeed  wish  to  thank  you  personally  for  the  risk  you 
have  run,  and  the  exertion  you  have  made  for  her  sake ;  but  I  know  not 
whether  your  meeting  can  be  productive  of  advantage  to  either  of  you.  A 
wide  gulf  separates  one  from  the  other.  I  know  not  how  it  can  be  crossed. 
I  would  rather,  sir,  that  you  would  not  insist  on  this  interview." 

He  spoke,  it  seemed  to  me,  in  a  stiff  and  constrained  manner.  I  could 
only  repeat  what  I  had  before  said  to  Madeline.  "  This  war  must  before 
long  come  to  an  end,  and  then  I  will  come  and  claim  her  for  my  wife,"  I 
answered  boldly. 

"Well  spoken,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Sutton,  turning  to  me.  "With  my 
opinions,  lean  only  regret  that  you  have  to  wait  till  the  war  is  terminated. 
I  can  answer  for  it  that  Madeline  would  not  foigive  us  if  we  sent  you 
away  without  letting  you  see  her.  When  you  have  finished  supper,  if  yoa 
go  into  the  drawing-room^  you  will  probably  find  her  there." 

My  heart  gave  a  jump,  and  as  to  putting  another  mouthful  down  my 
throat  I  found  it  impossible.  I  got  up  and  hurried  into  the  room  I  had 
before  met  her  in.  Bhe  was  there.  The  old  n^;ro  had  taken  good  care 
to  tell  her  of  my  arrival  I  will  not  describe  our  meeting,  and  all  we  said, 
and  the  hopes  we  indulged  in.  I  was  amply  repaid  for  what  I  had  done 
for  her  sake.  Her  father  and  Mr.  Button  were,  I  found,  about  to  start  on 
some  expedition,  but  the  news  I  brought  them  made  them  alter  their 
plans.  The  time  too  soon  arrived  that  I  must  take  my  departure.  It  was 
with  a  pang  I  left  her,  not  knowing  when  the  uncertain  chances  of  war 
would  again  allow  us  to  meet. 

"Bemember,  should  you  ever  desire  to  quit  the  standard  you  now  serve 
under,  you  wiU  be  welcomed  in  a  land  of  freedom,  and  we  shall  not  expect 
you  to  turn  your  arms  against  your  former  comrades,"  said  Mr.  Sutton,  as 
he  wished  me  fiELrewelL 

I  felt  very  much  inclined  to  quarrel  with  him  for  the  remark.  It 
sounded  strangely  like  asking  me  to  turn  traitor  to  my  country,  and  I 
was  glad  that  Colonel  Carlyon  did  not  repeat  the  remarks  of  his  fiiend. 
We  left  the  family  about  to  prepare  for  their  departure  in  the  morning, 
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while  we  letamed  to  the  river.  O'Diiscoll  said  nothing  till  we  had  once 
more  taken  our  seats  in  the  boat^  and  then  he  expressed  his  disappoint- 
ment at  what  he  called  the  tameness  of  the  result  of  our  expedition. 

<' Arrah,  now,  I  thought  we  should  have  had  some  little  fim  at  all  events," 
he  exclaimed.  '^  I  was  waiting  to  see  you  appear  with  the  lady  in  your 
arms,  and  to  have  the  old  colonel  with  his  pistols  popping  away  after  us 
while  we  were  pulling  like  fury  for  life  and  liberty  down  the  river ;  and 
after  all  to  have  it  end  in  a  quiet  pleasant  supper,  and  some  matter-of-fiict 
conversation,  is  very  provoking.  However,  your  Mends  gave  us  some 
capital  Burgundy,  and  that  is  some  consolation." 

In  this  strain  the  eccentric  Hibernian  ran  on  till  I  had  to  hint  that  it 
would  be  wiser  not  to  speak,  lest  we  might  be  overheard  by  any  of  the 
enemy.  He  then  told  me  that  Colonel  Carlyon  and  Mr.  Sutton  had  given 
him  a  pass  that^  should  we  &11  in  with  any  of  their  party,  we  might  not  be 
stopped.  We,  however,  proceeded  as  cautiously  as  before;  for  we  had  no 
wish  that  our  expedition  should  become  known.  We  got  as  far  as 
Mackey's  Mills  without  meeting  with  any  adventure.  As  before,  we  gave 
it  a  wide  berth,  for  we  could  hear  the  sound  of  voices,  and  it  appeared 
evidently  occupied  by  a  body  of  men.  However,  as  long  as  they  all  kept 
talking  together  they  were  less  likely  to  discover  us.  We  paddled,  there- 
fore, quickly  and  cautiously  on,  but  without  any  apprehension  of  being 
found  out.  We  had  almost  lost  sight  of  the  mill,  and  were  congratulating 
ourselves  on  getting  clear  altogether,  when  the  stillness  of  the  night  was 
broken  by  a  loud  sharp  voice  exclaiming, — 

'<  There  they  go !  Give  it  them,  lads,  give  it  them !  After  them,  after 
them  I" 

The  next  moment  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  was  opened  on  us,  the  flashes, 
however,  showing  that  we  had  passed  the  spot  where  our  enemies  were 
posted.  The  balls,  however,  fell  round  us  unpleasantly  thick.  Then  again 
there  was  another  volley,  and,  by  the  flash  of  the  pieces,  we  could  see  a 
number  of  men  hurrying  into  a  boat,  with,  we  had  no  doubt,  the  intention 
of  pursuing  us.  Our  skiflf  pulled  welL  O'Driscoll  and  Kockets,  who  were 
rowing,  bent  manfully  to  their  oars.  Away  we  flew  over  the  water,  and 
though  the  troops  on  the  shore  still  continued  to  fire,  the  bullets  happily 
flew  wide  of  us.  We  had  a  good  start  of  the  pursuing  boat  From  the 
glimpse  we  got  of  her  she  was  of  some  size,  but  if,  as  we  hoped,  she  was 
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heavy  in  proportion  to  her  size^  that  would  be  in  our  fiivonr.  At  all  events, 
all  we  could  do  was  to  pull  away  with  all  our  might,  and  to  keep  a  straight 
course  down  the  river.  We  could  hear  the  shouts  of  our  pursuers,  and  of 
the  people  hailing  them  from  the  shore.  They  only  induced  us  to  make 
greater  exertions  to  keep  ahead  of  them.  On  we  dashed.  In  a  short  time 
we  felt  sure  that  we  were  already  distancing  them.  Their  voices  grew 
fainter  and  fEunter.  We  got  into  the  broad  part  of  the  river.  We  had 
now  another  chance  of  escape.  Should  they  be  overtaking  us,  we  might 
slip  on  one  side,  and  in  the  darkness  and  eagerness  of  the  chase  they  would 
probably  pass  by  without  observing  us.  Still  that  was  not  our  wish.  We 
wanted  to  get  out  of  the  river  without  being  questioned.  On  we  went, 
till  we  could  neither  see  nor  hear  anything  of  our  pujnsuers.  At  last  a  few 
lights  here  and  there  of  some  midnight  watchers  were  seen  glimmering 
from  the  town  of  Nansimond.  We  glided  by  it.  We  reached  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  not  till  then  did  we  slacken  our  speed.  I  then  relieved 
O'Driscoll  at  the  oar.  I  was  duly  grateful  for  the  exertions  he  had  made 
for  me,  but  I  evidently  did  not  hold  a  high  place  in  his  estimation. 

"  Ah,  you  English  boys  don't  understand  how  to  do  things !"  he 
observed,  with  a  sigh.  "  In  ould  Ireland  we'd  have  managed  an  affair  of 
the  sort  very  differently.*' 

Just  at  daylight  we  got  on  board  our  ship — I,  at  all  events,  being  very 
well  contented  with  the  result  of  our  expedition.  I  afterwards  heard 
that  the  Americans  stated  that  they  had  pursued  and  phased  a  large 
British  flotilla  out  of  the  river  with  only  a  couple  of  boats,  and  that  we 
had  lost  twenty  men  in  killed  and  wounded.  From  so  slight  a  source  does 
many  a  tale  of  wonder  spring. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Operations  nnder  Colonel  Sixnooe.~Sent  to  Mackey's  Mills.— -My  friend's  honsendced. 
—  Colonel  Carljon  taken  prisoner.— Bender  him  a  serrioe.— Troops  embark  at  night. 
— My  loyalty  qaestioned.— Mills  bnmt.— In  command  of  "  Rattlesnake." — Sail  with 
prizes.— A  wintry  ▼oyage.^^New  York  once  more. — Serve  on  board  "  Chatham.'' — 
Mismanagement  of  the  war.— R^oin  «*  Charon." 

I  MUST  endeavour  to  get  on  more  rapidly  ihan  heretofore  with  my 
account  of  public  matteis.  On  the  18th  of  January  the  British  army 
marched  from  Smithfield  southward,  and  the  squadron  moved  down  to 
Newportneuse.  Among  the  most  active  of  the  English  officers  was 
Colonel  Simcoe.  On  the  16th  he  surprised  and  took  prisoners  an 
American  officer  of  militia  and  fifteen  privates.  From  the  report  I  heard 
I  was  much  in  fear  that  Colonel  Carlyon  was  the  officer  taken,  but  I  had 
no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  such  was  the  case.  At  all 
events,  I  hoped  that  his  daughter  was  in  a  place  of  safety. 

On  the  18th  the  army  reached  Mackey's  Mills,  and  I  received  orders 
to  proceed  with  a  detachment  of  boats  to  supply  them  with  bread  and 
other  provisions.  I  hoped  now  to  gain  the  information  I  was  so  anxious 
to  possess.  Our  present  expedition  was  very  different  to  those  in  which 
I  had  before  been  engaged.  We  now  went  up  in  daylight,  with  a  force 
which  no  enemy  was  likely  to  attack.  Mackey's  Mills  were  reached 
soon  after  noon,  and  when  I  had  delivered  the  provisions  I  was  ordered 
to  remain  to  assist  in  passing  the  troops  across  the  river  on  their  way  to 
the  attack  of  Portsmouth.  The  embarkation  was  not  to  take  place  till 
midnight)  so  I  had  ample  time  to  go  up  the  river  to  ascertain  whether 
the  house  whete  Madeline  had  been  residing  had  been  attacked. 
O'DriscoU  was  ready  enough  to  accompany  me,  to  give  me,  as  he 
observed,  one  chance  more  of  doing  the  proper  thing ;  but,  before  I  went^ 
I  was  anxious  to  ascertain  whether  Colonel  Carlyon  had  indeed  fallen 
into  our  hands.  I  had,  at  the  same  time,  no  reason  to  fear  that  he 
would  be  treated  harshly  or  with  want  of  courtesy.  Only,  if  he  was  a 
prisoner,  I  naturally  wished  to  see  him,  that  I  might  offer  him  all  the 
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aasistance  in  my  power.  Going  on  shore,  after  some  difficulty  I  found 
out  Colonel  Simcoe's  quarters  at  a  farm-house  a  mile  away  from  the 
mills.  I  introduced  myself  to  him,  and  told  him  my  errand — that  I  was 
acquainted  with  Colonel  Carlyon's  family,  and  that  I  wished  to  be  of 
service  to  him.  He  replied  that  the  officer  he  had  taken  had  refused  to 
give  his  name  and  rank  to  thjB  party  who  had  captured  him. 

"  I  understood  that  he  and  his  men  were  surprised,"  I  remarked. 

*|  Not  at  all,"  was  the  answer.  "  He  was  apparently  covering  the 
retreat  of  another  party  who  appeared  to  have  some  women  and  othei 
encumbrances  among  them.  To  do  the  rebel  gentleman  justice,  he 
fought  very  bravely,  and  did  not  yield  till  he  was  completely  over- 
powered." 

I  begged  that  I  might  see  the  prisoner,  and,  after  some  little  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  the  colonel,  he  handed  me  the  necessary  order.  Thanking 
him  for  his  courtesy,  I  set  off  for  the  cottage,  used  as  a  prison.  It  was 
situated  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nearer  the  mills.  A  strong  guard  was  posted 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  a  couple  of  sentries  paced  up  and  down  before 
it  I  showed  my  order  to  the  lieutenant  in  charge  of  the  party  and  was 
at  once  admitted.  I  looked  round  the  chamber.  Near  a  casement  window, 
seated  on  a  rough  stool,  with  a  cask  serving  as  a  table,  I  beheld  Colonel 
Carlyon.  He  turned  his  head  when  I  entered,  and  I  thought  that  his 
countenance  brightened  when  he  saw  me.  He  rose  and  held  out  his 
hand. 

"  I  regret,  sir,  to  see  you  here  as  a  prisoner,"  said  I.  "  Hearing  that 
an  officer  had  been  captured,  I  hastened,  should  it  prove  to  be  you,  to 
offer  such  services  as  I  am  able  to  render." 

"  The  fortune  of  war,  Mr.  Hurry.  I  may  be  thankful  that  I  have 
escaped  wounds  or  death,"  he  answered  in  a  cheerful  tone.  '^  Believe 
me,  I  am  grateful  to  you  for  this  attention,  and  I  only  wish  that  I  had 
the  means  of  showing  my  gratitude." 

He,  of  course,  well  knew  that  ho  might  some  day  have  the  power  of 
showing  it  most  effectually.  My  first  inquiry  was,  of  course,  respecting 
the  safety  of  his  daughter,  and  he  assured  me  that  he  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  she  and  her  companions  had  reached  the  house  of  some 
relations  in  the  interior,  and  that  he  should  have  accompanied  them  had 
he  not  been  so  hotly  pursued  by  Colonel  Simcoe's  persevering  and  lightly- 
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accoutred  tToop&  When  he  heard  that  I  had  made  prepaiations  to  go 
tip  to  Mrs.  Langton's  house  he  exclaimed, — 

"  You  may  render  me  a  great  service  by  so  doing.  In  the  hurry 
of  our  departure,  in  consequence  of  your  warning,  a  small  desk  was 
left  behind.  It  contains  not  only  money  and  jewels  of  consider- 
able value,  but  some  papers  of  the  greatest  importance.  I  had  but  just 
discovered  my  loss  when  I  was  taken  prisoner,  and  the  only  person 
I  could  have  entrusted  to  go  in  search  of  it  was  killed  in  the  s£^e 
skirmish  in  which  I  became  a  prisoner." 

I  naturally  was  much  pleased  with  this  opportunity  of  rendering  a 
service  to  Colonel  Garlyon.  I  had  but  little  time,  however,  left  in 
which  to  perform  it.  After  he  had  explained  to  me  in  what  part  of  the 
house  I  was  to  look  for  the  desk,  I  took  my  departure  and  hastened  back 
to  the  river,  where  I  found  O'Driscoll  with  Bockels  and  two  other  men 
waiting  for  me.  The  tide  was  favourable,  so  that  we  had  no  difficulty 
in  getting  there.  The  scenery  wore  so  different  an  aspect  by  daylight  to 
what  it  had  done  in  the  dark  that  we  could  scarcely  recognize  the  spots 
we  passed.  We  landed  and  approached  the  house.  There,  indeed,  was 
a  melancholy  change.  The  shrubberies  had  been  cui  down,  the  garden 
trampled  under  foot,  and  the  house  itself  plundered  and  set  oa  fire — 1 
think  by  accident — I  scarcely  believe  it  could  have  been  done  wantonly. 
I  began  to  fear,  when  I  saw  what  had  occurred,  that  I  must  give  up  all 
hopes  of  finding  the  desk  of  which  I  was  in  search.  O'DrisooU  and  I 
felt  very  indignant  when  we  saw  the  destruction  which  had  been  wrought 
by  our  troops. 

"Well,  after  all,  war  is  a  dirty  business  1"  he  exclaimed,  after  con- 
templating the  scene  of  ruin  for  some  minutes  without  speaking.  "  Fight* 
ing  in  the  open  field,  where  hard  blows  are  given  and  taken,  and  man 
meets  man  on  equal  terms,  is  all  very  well  in  its  way.  I  don't  object  to 
sacking  a  town  which  holds  out  when  it  should  have  given  in,  but  the 
burning  down  old  ladies'  houses,  and  injuring  the  property  of  people  who 
could  not  have  caused  any  offence,  I  cannot  stand.  I  should  like  now 
to  discover  the  officer  who  was  commanding  here  and  allowed  this.  I 
would  pick  a  quarrel  with  him  and  call  him  out  to  a  certainty." 

My  friend  had  certainly  curious  notions,  not  uncommon  among  his 
countrymen  in  those  days.     Sad,  indeed,  was  the  scene  of  havock  and 
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destruction  which  met  our  gaze  on  eyery  side,  not  only  about  the  house, 
but  in  the  fields  and  cottages  in  the  surrounding  country — war's  melan- 
choly consequences.     We  had  no  time  to  contemplate  it. 

"  Come,  DriscoU,"  said  I,  "  we  will  search  through  the  ruins  for  my 
friend's  case,  but  I  scarcely  expect  to  find  it" 

"  Something  like  looking  for  a  needle  in  a  rick  of  hay/'  he  answered ; 
"  or,  rather,  far  more  hopeless,  for  it  is  yery  unlikely  that  the  case 
should  haye  escaped  being  burnt  or  carried  off." 

O'Driscoll,  Eockets  and  I  hunted  in  different  directions.  I  first 
endeayoured  to  find  the  room  which  Colonel  Carlyon  had  described  to 
me.  That  portion  of  the  house  had  not  suffered  so  much  as  the  rest ; 
most  of  the  flooring  of  the  room  was  burnt,  but  the  fire  had  been 
extinguished  before  the  whole  had  been  consumed.  I  climbed  up  to  it, 
not  without  risk,  for  the  burnt  rafters  gaye  way  under  my  feet.  I  knew 
the  room  from  the  position  of  the  window,  which  looked  into  a  little 
court-yaid.  A  portion  of  the  furniture  had  escaped,  though  blackened 
and  disfigured.  My  hopes  reyiyed  as  to  findipg  the  desk.  I  hunted 
eagerly  round.  It  was  too  eyident  that  eyerything  considered  of  yalue 
had  been  carried  away.  I  was  about  to  scramble  down  again  by  the  way 
I  had  come  up  when  I  bethought  me  of  looking  out  of  the  window  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  prospect,  which  was  a  very  beautiful  one.  Woods, 
fields,  the  terraced  garden,  distant  hills,  and  the  riyer  rushing  by  were 
well  combined  to  form  it.  As  I  looked  out,  my  eye  fell  on  a  heap  of 
rubbish  in  one  comer  of  the  court-yard,  with  burnt  and  broken  pieces  of 
furniture,  and  I  fsmcied  that  I  saw  the  edge  of  such  a  case  as  I  was  in 
search  of  sticking  out  from  among  them.  I  quickly  descended  and  found 
my  way  to  the  spot.  I  eagerly  pulled  out  the  object  I  had  seen.  It 
was  a  peculiarly  old-fashioned,  unattractiye-looking  case,  and  from  its 
outward  appearance  no  one  would  haye  supposed  that  it  contained  objects 
of  yalue.  I  felt  sure  that  I  was  right,  and  that  I  had  got  the  object  I 
was  seeking.  I  sang  out  to  O'DnscoU,  who  after  a  little  time  heard  my 
yoice  and  was  delighted  at  my  good  fortune.  Calling  Eockets,  we  then 
hurried  back  to  the  boat.  There  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  for  night  was 
coming  on ;  we  had  a  long  pull  before  us,  and  I  was  anxious  to  deliyer 
the  case  to  Colonel  Carlyon  without  delay.  After  this  I  had  to  assist  in 
getting  the  boats  ready  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops.     Away  we 
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pulled.  O'DiiscoU  was  in  high  feather,  laughing  and  joking  to  his 
heart's  content. 

"You're  in  a  feir  way  now,  at  all  eyents,  to  win  the  lady,  my  boy," 
said  he.  ''  Only  just  keep  moving,  and  put  yourself  under  my  guidance. 
We  must  soon  knock  this  rebellion  on  the  head,  and  then,  do  ye  see,  you 
can  step  in  and  be  of  still  greater  service  to  the  father  and  the  family, 
and  claim  your  reward.  Oh !  it's  beautiful.  I  see  it  all  now  as  clear  as 
a  pikestaft" 

Certainly,  we  neither  of  us  at  the  time  thought  what  a  different  turn 
affairs  were  to  take  from  what  he  was  then  calculating  on.  Yet,  I  must 
own,  I  had  even  then  my  misgivings  on  the  subject.  As  soon  as  we 
landed,  I  hurried  as  fiEist  as  my  legs  could  carry  me  to  the  cottage  where 
Colonel  Carlyon  was  kept  a  prisoner.  His  satis&ction  was  very  great 
when  I  delivered  the  case  to  him,  and  the  way  in  which  he  expressed 
his  gratitude  was  manly  and  cordial  in  the  extreme. 

"  It  IB  useless  for  a  prisoner  to  make  promises,  which,  should  your 
party  finally  triumph,  he.  may  never  be  able  to  fulfil,"  he  observed  with 
a  grave  look.  *'  In  the  latter  case,  those  taken  vrith  arms  in  their  hands 
may  be  hung,  drawn  and  quartered  as  traitors,  in  accordance  with  the 
time-honoured  custom  of  our  fathers.  If  the  patriots  are  victorious,  the 
prisoners  will  be  liberated  with  all  the  honours  which  can  be  showered 
on  them,  and  I  may  have  the  satisfaction  of  proving  that  I  am  not 
ungrateful  for  what  you  have  done  for  me  and  mine." 

I  found  some  difficulty  in  answering  properly  to  these  remarks.  I 
could  not  say  that  I  wished  the  royal  cause  not  to  succeed,  and  yet  I 
certainly  did  not  desire  to  see  the  Americans  completely  defeated  and 
humbled.    I  therefore  said, — 

"  I  trust  that  a  peace,  honourable  to  both  parties,  may  ere  long  be 
established,  and  that  the  Americans  may  gain  to  the  ML  what  they 
consider  their  just  rights." 

"  That  will  never  be  unless  victory  smiles  on  our  arms,"  he  replied 
with  a  fjEunt  smile.  "  We  must  conquer  to  obtain  our  rights.  What 
has  hitherto  been  denied  will  never  be  otherwise  granted." 

I  looked  at  my  watch.  I  found  that  I  must  hasten  back  to  the 
boats. 

"  Farewell,  sir !"  I  said.     ''  I  have  duties  to  which  I  must  attend  at 
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present^  but  1  wiU  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  see  you  again  before  I  retam 
to  my  sbip." 

"  Stay  one  moment/'  said  be;  "I  would  ask  you  to  ascertain  irom  our 
friends  at  Hampton  if  tbey  bave  received  positive  information  as  to  the 
safety  of  my  daughter  and  her  relatives.  When  you  gain  it  send  mo 
word,  and  you  will  add  to  the  weight  of  the  debt  of  gratitude  I  already 
owe  you." 

He  said  this  in  a  stiff  way,  as  if  unwilling  to  give  me  the  task  This 
I  thought  but  natural.  Though  I  was  confening  obligations  on  him,  mj 
position  as  a  poor  lieutenant  was  unaltered,  and  I  knew  that  he  could 
not  desire  to  entrust  his  daughter's  happiness  to  my  charge,  even  should 
peace  be  established.  It  was  almost  the  hour  appointed  for  the  em- 
barkation of  the  troops  when  I  got  down  to  the  river.  So  well  had  our 
arrangements  been  made,  that  I  doubt  whether  the  enemy  knew  what  we 
were  about.  There  is  something  particularly  exciting  and  wild  in  the  move- 
ment of  a  large  body  of  armed  men  at  night  I  could  not  help  remarking 
the  scene  in  which  I  was  taking  so  active  a  part.  Eapidly  flowed  by  the 
dark  river;  boats  crowded  with  men  and  horses  were  continually 
passing,  while  others  were  returning  empty  for  a  further  supply ;  people 
with  torches  were  stationed  on  both  banks  of  the  river,  to  enable  the 
soldiers,  as  they  came  down,  to  take  their  proper  places  in  the  boats,  the 
lights  from  the  flaming  brands  throwing  a  ruddy  glare  over  the  stream, 
and  making  the  tall  buildings  of  the  mills  stand  out  prominently  from 
the  dark  forest  in  the  background.  All  night  long  the  work  was  going 
on,  for  it  was  a  slow  process  to  get  across  horses,  artillery  and  ammunition, 
provisions  and  baggage.  The  first  thing  in  the  morning,  after  his  men 
had  rested  but  a  couple  of  hours,  the  indefatigable  Colonel  Simcoe  set  ofl^ 
towards  Portsmouth  to  summon  the  town  to  surrender.  At  2  p.m.  the 
army  began  their  march,  and  arrived  before  the  place  the  following  day^ 
when  the  inhabitants,  finding  that  resistance  was  useless,  surrendered  at 
discretion.  I  endeavoured  to  ascertain  where  Colonel  Carlyon  and  the 
other  prisoners  had  been  placed,  but  was  unable  to  discover  any  clue  to 
their  place  of  imprisonment.  As  soon  as  the  rear  of  the  army  was  out 
of  sight,  all  the  officers  commanding  boats  assembled  on  board  a  brig, 
which  had  been  captured  in  the  ^ansimond  river,  previous  to  returning  to 
our  ships.     It  was  with  much  regret  that  I  heard  it  proposed  to  bum 
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Mackey's  Mills,  and  to  ravage  the  country  round,  in  consequence  of  the 
attack  which  had  been  made  on  our  boats.  I  opposed  the  suggestion 
with  all  my  might.  I  said  that  I  thought  it  a  wanton  destruction  of 
property,  that  would  in  no  way  advance  our  cause,  and  would  certainly 
exasperate  the  sufferers  against  us.  Not  only  were  my  counsels  disre- 
garded, but  several  remarks  were  made  hinting  pretty  broadly  that  I  was 
too  friendly  disposed  towards  the  enemy.  I  had  to  stand  a  severe  fire  from 
several  of  my  brother  officers.  Some,  among  whom  was  O'Driscoll,  began 
to  joke,  and  I  took  it  very  ill  from  him,  as  he  knew  the  depth  of  my 
sentiments,  and  I  considered  his  conduct  a  breach  of  confidence.  Others 
went  on  from  joking  to  make  more  serious  remarks,  which  I  felt  reflected 
on  my  honour,  so  much  so  that  I  rose  up  and  declared  that  if  another 
observation  of  the  sort  was  ventured  on  by  any  present,  I  must  insist  on 
settling  the  matter  at  another  time  and  place.  Some  held  their  peace  after 
this,  but  some  continued  to  talk  of  officers  showing  lukewarmness  and 
want  of  loyalty  to  the  king's  cause,  and  to  declare  that  such  had  belter 
declare  themselves  to  be  the  rebels  they  were  at  heart. 

The  last  man  who  spoke  was  a  Lieutenant  Dawson.  I  was  surprised 
that  he  should  venture  to  speak  thus,  for  he  was  a  man  of  whose  spirit  or 
courage  I  had  but  a  mean  opinion.  My  impulse  was  to  throw  a  pocket- 
pistol  I  seized  hold  of  across  the  table  at  his  head,  but  I  restrained  my 
anger.  Though  he  was  my  junior  in  the  service,  we  were  engaged  on 
public  duty  together,  and,  under  these  circumstances,  it  was  a  serious 
matter  for  one  officer  to  strike  another  even  in  those  days. 

"  Mr.  Dawson,  you  must  know  what  you  say  is  false,  sir,"  I  exclaimed. 
"  Can  any  one  here  say  that  I  have  been  slack  in  my  duty — ^that  I  have 
ever  shown  the  white  feather — that  I  have  ever  done  anything  derogatory 
to  the  character  of  an  officer  and  a  gentlemani  If  no  one  here  condemns 
me — then,  sir,  I  shall  make  you  eat  your  words,  and  acknowledge  that 
the  insinuations  on  which  you  have  ventured  were  most  foul  and  unjust.'* 

Kq  one  spoke.     Dawson  looked  confounded. 

"  Ko  one  condemns  me,"  I  added.  ''  That  is  well ;  but  will  no  one 
speak  in  my  favour — ^will  no  one  say  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
I  have  never  failed  in  my  duty,  or  acted  otherwise  than  as  a  British 
officer  ought  to  acti" 

"  In  faith,  Hurry,  PU  speak  in  your  favour,  my  boy,  and  gladly  too,'* 
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cried  O'DriscoU,  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  which  his  warm  heart  was 
capable.  **  If  eveiy  one  fought  as  well,  and  did  their  duty  as  completelj 
as  you  do,  we  should  haye  had  this  war  over  long  ago—that's  my  belief; 
and  small  blame  to  you  if  you  think  a  pair  of  bright  eyes  in  this  western 
hemisphere  brighter  than  any  to  be  found  in  the  old  country;  besides, 
you've  never  been  in  my  part  of  Ireland,  or  you  might  be  of  a  different 
opinion.  Now,  gentlemen,  if  any  one  has  anything  to  say  against 
Mr.  Hurry,  then  let  him  say  it  to  me.     Ill  settle  the  matter  for  him,** 

This  diversion  of  O'DriscoU's  completely  silenced  all  opposition  to  me, 
and  Dawson,  not  wishing  to  come  into  a  personal  conflict  with  my  hot- 
headed though  warm-hearted  Irish  friend,  slunk  out  of  the  cabin. 

I  was,  however,  left  in  a  decided  minority  with  respect  to  an  attack  on 
the  mills,  which  it  was  determined  forthwith  to  destroy.  I  was  of  coarse 
under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade  of  boats,  who 
happened  to  be  Lieutenant  Edwards,  first  of  the  "  Charon,"  so  that  I 
had  no  choice  but  to  obey.  As  soon  as  our  crews  had  taken  some  refresh- 
ment we  pulled  away  in  battle  array  for  the  mills.  A  few  irregulars  and 
armed  peasantry,  who  had  entered  the  place  when  the  army  had  quitted 
it,  were  speedily  put  to  flight  when  we  landed.  Piles  of  brushwood  were 
collected  and  heaped  up  inside  the  building  in  different  parts  of  it  Fire 
was  set  to  them,  and  rapidly  the  flames  burst  forth,  and,  catching  the  dry 
wood-work  of  the  mills,  were  soon  seen  climbing  up  from  story  to  story, 
twisting  themselves  in  and  out  of  the  windows,  and  encircling  the  beams 
and  rafters  in  their  deadly  embrace.  I  never  saw  any  building  so  rapidly 
consumed.  Higher  and  higher  rose  the  devouring  flames  j  down  came 
tumbling  the  roof  and  lofty  walls  ;  with  loud  crashes  the  floors  fell  in ; 
showers  of  bright  sparks  flew  on  every  side,  and  nothing  but  a  mass  of 
burning  ruins — a  huge  bonfire — ^remained  before  us.  The  men  shouted 
when  they  saw  the  destruction  they  had  caused,  like  mischievous  school- 
boys. They  little  thought  or  cared  to  whom  the  property  belonged,  or 
who  were  the  sufferers.  They  would  just  as  readily  have  burnt  it  had  it 
belonged  to  royalists.  They  ei^joyed  the  sight  of  the  conflagration — ^the 
effects  of  their  own  handiwork.  Many  of  the  officers,  too,  shouted  and 
clapped  their  hands,  and  seemed  to  take  as  much  pleasure  in  the  mischief 
they  were  producing  as  the  men ;  but  this  might  have  been  a  mere  exhi- 
bition of  their  loyalty  and  patriotism.  Having  thus  effectually  destroyed 
the  miUs,  our  commanding  officer  ordered  us  to  march  into  theanterior  to 
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forage,  or^  in  other  words,  to  plunder  any  &nns  the  army  had  spared,  and 
to  commit  any  other  acts  of  mischief  the  time  would  allow.  I  need  not 
enter  into  particulars.  Cattle  we  spared,  as  we  could  not  carry  them  off, 
but  we  collected  sheep  and  pigs  and  fowls  wherever  we  could  find  them. 
To  this,  of  course,  I  could  not  object,  as  provisions  were  necessary;  but 
at  length  we  came  to  the  house  of  a  gentleman— -a  colonel  of  militia  we 
were  told — and,  though  no  defence  of  it  was  attempted,  it  was  proposed 
to  bum  it  to  the  ground.  Against  this  further  wanton  destruction  of 
property  I  loudly  protested, — 

"  It  has  lately  been  said  that  I  am  a  friend  of  the  rebels,''  I  exclaimed. 
'  That  I  deny ;  but  I  do  not  deny  that  I  am  ashamed  to  see  my  countrymen 
destroy  the  property  of  people  who  make  no  resistance,  and  who  are 
Englishmen  as  much  as  we  are.  Such  conduct  can  only  cause  a  bitter 
hatred  to  spring  up  in  the  breasts  of  the  sufferers,  which  will  make  them 
refuse  ever  again  to  become  our  fellow-subjects  and  friends." 

Mr.  Edwards  did  not  at  all  like  my  interference;  but  my  remonstrance 
had  an  effect,  and  though  he  allowed  the  house  to  be  plundered,  and 
the  furniture  to  be  destroyed,  he  soon  after  ordered  a  retreat,  observing 
that  he  could  not  depend  on  my  co-operation  or  assistance.  The  owner 
of  the  house,  as  it  turned  out,  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  a  consider- 
able body  of  men,  and  he  very  nearly  succeeded  in  inflicting  a  severe 
retaliation  on  us  by  surprising  and  cutting  off  our  party.  However,  we 
discovered  his  approach  in  time  to  get  into  order,  and,  though  he  and  his 
men  followed  us  for  some  way,  we  kept  him  at  bay,  and  reached  the 
river  without  loss.  Lieutenant  Edwards  at  once  returned  on  board  our 
ship  in  the  ''Charon's''  barge,  leaving  me  in  command  of  the  boats — 
directing  me  to  land  and  forage  at  any  convenient  spot  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  Here  again,  however  much  against  my  inclination,  I  must 
obey  orders.  We  had  observed  a  large  farm  a  little  above  the  town  of 
Kansimond.  As  we  proceeded  down  the  river  we  suddenly  pulled  in 
towards  the  shore.  Sixty  men,  without  a  moment's  delay,  ran  on  and 
surrounded  the  farm  before  the  inmates  had  time  to  drive  away  any  of 
the  stock,  or,  indeed,  had  perceived  our  approach.  We  soon  collected 
everything  eatable  on  which  we  could  lay  hands,  and  were  in  our  boats 
and  away  again  before  any  force  had  time  to  assemble  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  attack  us.  Such  was  the  system  of  warfare  which  I  believe 
General  Arnold  recommended  and  encouraged— the  most  ^iingvai^lp 
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injurioTifl  to  the  unhappy  colonists.  We  got  on  board  our  ships  by 
midnight^  with  provisionfl  sufficient  to  supply  all  the  ships'  companies  for 
a  couple  of  days. 

The  "  Eattlesnake,"  a  ship  pierced  for  fourteen  guns,  but  mounting  ten 
three-pounders  and  six  swivels,  had  been  captured  at  Portsmouth,  and  the 
next  morning  I  received  orders  to  take  command  of  her,  to  fit  her  for  sea, 
and  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  proceed  with  charge  of  all  the  rest  of 
the  prizes  to  New  York. 

The  army  was  at  this  period  employed  in  throwing  up  works  for  the 
defence  of  Portsmouth,  and  in  making  excursions  into  the  surrounding 
country  to  crush,  it  was  said  in  the  despatches,  any  embers  of  rebellion 
which  might  yet  be  smouldering  there.  As  I  have  before  remarked,  the 
way  taken  to  produce  the  desired  result  was  anything  but  effectuaL  I  was 
very  nearly  being  deprived  of  my  new  command  in  a  somewhat  sununary 
way  by  the  sinking  of  my  vessel  A  terrifically  heavy  gale  of  wind 
sprang  up  on  the  night  of  the  21st,  and  first  driving  one  of  the  larger 
prizes  foul  of  her,  which  carried  away  my  fore  and  cross-jack  yards,  fore 
channels,  both  quarters  and  best  bower  anchor  (such  a  grinding  and 
crushing  and  crashing  I  never  before  got  on  board  any  craft) ;  scarcely 
was  she  dear  when  another  craft  came  thundering  down  aboard  of  me, 
and  very  nearly  completed  the  work  which  the  other  had  commenced. 
However,  I  did  manage  to  swim  while  several  other  vessels  drove  on 
shore  and  were,  with  all  their  crews,  lost  For  several  days  after  this 
I  was  employed  in  refitting  my  ship  for  sea. 

On  the  25th  I  proceeded  with  my  convoy  of  prizes  to  Portsmouth,  and 
when  there.  General  Arnold  sent  for  me  and  infonned  me  that  the  com- 
modore had  assured  him  I  should  immediately  sail  in  the  ''  Battlesnake  " 
for  New  York  with  despatches  for  Sir  Heiuy  Clinton.  After  he  had 
handed  me  his  despatches  I  took  my  departure.  He  informed  me  of  their 
contents  that,  should  I  be  compelled  to  throw  them  overboard,  I  might 
be  able  to  give  a  verbal  report  to  Sir  Henry  of  the  wants  of  the  army. 
Those  wants  were  not  a  few.  More  guns,  ammunition,  food  and  clothing, 
— all  were  required. 

On  reaching  Sewel's  Point,  where  I  brought  up  to  receive  the  commo- 
dore's despatches,  I  was  surprised  to  receive  an  order  to  return  imme- 
diately and  to  give  back  those  entrusted  to  me  by  General  Arnold.  This 
order  originated,  I  afterwards  discovered,  in  consequenc^  ^A??P?P  unac^ 


HURRICANE  HX7RRT.  431 

countable  disagreement  wluch  had  arisen  between  the  general  and  the 
admiral.  General  Arnold  said  nothiog  when  I  gave  him  back  his 
despatches,  but  he  looked  not  a  little  angry  and  astonished.  When  the 
heads  fell  out  it  is  not  surprising  that  want  of  success  was  the  result  of 
their  undertakings.  My  journal  is  full  of  yarious  little  incidents  which 
happened  at  this  time.  The  "  Charlestown  "  and  ''  Hope  "  captured  in 
the  Chesapeake  a  rich  fleet  of  eight  rebel  merchantmen  bound  for  the 
Hayannah.  The  lieutenant  of  the  ''  Swift "  was  made  prisoner  in  conse- 
quence of  an  illegal  use  of  a  flag  of  truce.  Seyeral  officers  and  men  were 
blown  up  when  chasing  a  rebel  brig,  and  an  artillery  officer,  heading  a 
foraging  party,  was  killed.  The  squadron  was  kept  on  the  alert  by  an 
account  brought  by  the  "  (general  Monk  "  sloop-of-war  of  a  French  ship  of 
the  line  and  two  frigates  haying  sailed  from  Ehode  Island,  it  was  sup- 
posed, for  the  Chesapeake. 

Once  more,  on  the  3l8t,  the  old  "  Charon,"  during  a  heayy  gale  of 
wind,  droye  on  shore,  but  by  great  and  prompt  exertion  was  got  off.  To 
keep  her  in  countenance,  when  on  the  5th  of  February  I  sailed  with  my 
prizes  under  conyoy  of  the  "  Charlestown  "  for  New  York,  on  going  down 
the  West  Branch  I  also  got  on  shore,  but  succeeded  in  quickly  getting  off 
again.  I  had  no  little  trouble  in  keeping  the  prizes  in  order.  The  Ame- 
ricans left  on  board  one  of  them  persuaded  the  people  to  side  with  them, 
and  they  ran  her  on  shore,  purposing  to  giye  her  up  to  the  rebels.  I  went 
in  chase  of  her,  fired  seyeral  shots  into  her,  and  then,  manning  one  of  my 
boats,  boarded  her,  captured  her  crew,  who  had  been  unable  to  escape,  and 
got  her  off,  made  sail  with  my  recaptured  prize,  and  rejoined  the  fleet  at 
midnight^  when  I  put  the  mutineers  on  board  the  ''  Charlestown/'  to  be 
dealt  with  according  to  martial  law. 

On  the  11th,  at  night,  finding  the  '^Langolee,"  one  of  my  prizes,  some 
distance  astern,  and  suspecting  that  she  was  about  to  giye  us  the  slip,  I 
dropped  astern,  and,  taking  her  in  tow,  brought  her  into  the  middle  of  the 
fleet.  At  midnight,  howeyer,  a  heayy  gust  of  wind  compelled  me  to  cut 
the  hawser  and  clap  before  it.  With  the  small  crew  I  had  I  found  no 
little  difficulty  in  handing  my  sails,  which,  after  some  time  haying  done, 
I  struck  top-gallant  yards  and  masts  and  lay-to  under  a  close-reefed  main- 
saiL  Once  haying  made  the  ship  snug  I  endeayoured  to  discoyer  the 
whereabouts  of  the  rest  of  the  conyoy,  but  not  a  trace  of  them  could  I  dis- 
coyer.    I  hoped,  howeyer,  with  the  morning  light  to  make  them  out 
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When  the  cold  grey  dawn  spread  over  the  ocean  and  I  went  aloft  not  a 
sail  was  in  sight. 

"  This  is  no  great  misfortune/'  said  I  to  Grampns  when  I  came  on  deck. 
"  The  *  Sattlesnake'  is  a  prime  sailer,  and  by  taking  advantage  of  the  winds 
we  shall  reach  "New  York  much  sooner  than  if  we  had  been  obliged  to  whip 
up  the  convoy.  We  are  a  match,  too,  for  any  of  the  smaller  rebel  vessels 
we  are  likely  to  fall  in  with,  and  we  must  run  away  &om  the  bigger  ones." 

**  That  may  be,  sir,"  answered  the  old  man,  "  but  d'ye  see,  sir,  Tve  no 
great  opinion  of  this  here  craft  if  it  was  to  come  on  any  long  course  of  bad 
weather.  I've  a  notion  she's  an  old  craft,  and  I  doubt  much  the  sound- 
ness of  her  timbers  and  planks." 

I  was  rather  inclined  to  laugh  at  Kol's  prognostication,  and  thought  no 
more  about  his  remarks.  Before,  however,  many  hours  had  passed,  the  gale, 
which  had  hitherto  been  blowing  pretty  steadily,  increased  in  fury ;  the  sea 
ran  very  high,  and  the  spray,  as  it  broke  on  board,  froze  hard  on  deck  and 
sheathed  the  rigging  in  ice.  When  short-handed  IMs  is  very  trying,  as 
double  the  strength  is  required  to  make  the  running  rigging  work.  Hap- 
pily we  were  under  snug  canvas,  for  I  do  not  think  we  could  have  made 
or  shortened  sail.  Towards  evening  Grampus  came  up  to  me  with  a  look 
of  concern  in  his  countenance. 

"  I  told  you  so,  sir,"  he  said,  touching  his  hat.  "  The  old  ship  lias 
sprung  a  leak.  She  has  not  lost  time  in  letting  in  the  water,  for  there 
are  four  feet  already  in  the  hold." 

Immediately  on  hearing  this  appalling  news  I  gave  orders  to  man  the 
pumps,  but  it  was  at  once  found,  to  our  further  dismay,  that  they  were 
useless,  for  they  were  choked  with  ice.  Since  the  gale  sprang  up  we  had 
been  unable  to  light  a  fire.  In  vain  for  a  long  time  we  tried.  Without 
boiling  water  or  a  hot  iron  it  was  impossible  to  clear  the  pumps.  The 
water  was  rapidly  gaining  on  us.  There  seemed  every  probability  of  the 
ship  sinking  under  our  feet.  Such  has  been  the  fate  of  many  poor  fel- 
lows— ^to  have  gone  down  in  a  cold,  icy  sea,  hope  and  help  far  away.  Such 
was  the  risk  I  had  often  before  run,  but  never  before  had  the  expectation 
of  it  been  brought  so  prominently  before  me.  Kever  before  had  I,  it 
seemed,  so  much  to  lose.  Never  so  much  to  which  to  look  forward  with 
hope.  Our  efforts  to  light  the  fire  became  more  and  more  frantic.  At  last 
I  bethought  me  of  applying  salt  to  the  ice  in  the  pumps.  We  fortunately 
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had  a  good  supply  of  it  on  board.  Bj  forcing  the  salt  down  -with  a  long 
iron  the  ice  was  melted,  and  the  ptunps  at  length  got  to  act  Frantically 
we  pumped  away  with  our  two  pumps.  We  sounded  the  well ;  the  water 
had  decreased.  This  gave  us  courage  to  continue  our  exertions.  At 
length  we  were  able  to  keep  the  ship  free.  Still  the  gale  continued,  and 
I  had  my  apprehensions,  from  the  condition  of  the  ship,  that  another  leak 
might  yet  be  sprung  and  all  our  efforts  prove  vain.  Even  a  winter  gale 
of  wind  in  those  latitudes  off  the  American  coast  must  come  to  an  end, 
and  this,  by  the  morning  of  the  6th,  sufficiently  abated  to  allow  me  to 
set  the  fore  and  main  stay-sails.  I  then  stood  towards  the  land.  At  noon 
Bockets  came  into  my  cabin,  where  I  had  gone  to  snatch  a  few  minutes' 
sleep,  and  reported  a  ship  and  two  schooners  in  sight. 

"  An  enemy,  I'll  warrant^''  I  said  to  myself  testily.  **  I  shaU  be  driven 
out  to  sea  again,  or  perhaps,  after  all,  fall  into  their  hands." 

Still  I  stood  towards  them,  ready  to  make  all  sail  to  escape  should  my 
suspicions  be  realized.  I  could  not  make  them  out.  When  I  got  within 
signalizing  distance  I  made  the  private  signal,  and  great  was  my  satis&c- 
tion  to  find  in  answer  that  the  ship  was  the  '^  Charlestown,"  and  the 
schooners  two  of  the  convoy. 

The  next  day  we  made  the  high  land  of  Neversink,  and  that  evening 
reached  the  entrance  of  Kew  York  harbour.  It  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty,  however,  that  we  could  work  our  way  into  it,  so  full  was  it  of 
floating  ice,  through  which  it  was  often  scarcely  possible  to  steer.  The 
other  prizes  which  had  parted  company  with  me  in  the  gale  arrived  all 
safe  three  days  afterwards.  The  accommodations  of  one  of  the  prizes,  the 
*^  Charity  Brig,"  being  much  superior  to  those  of  the  ^'  Battlesnake,"  I 
took  up  my  quarters  on  board  her.  I  invited  also  some  of  the  more  gen- 
tlemanly and  pleasant  of  the  midshipmen  to  live  on  board  her  also,  so  that 
we  were  able  to  form  an  agreeable  society  among  ourselves.  At  Kew 
York  there  was  none  in  which  we  could  inix  with  any  satisfaction. 
Whenever  I  went  on  shore  I  did  not  fail  to  visit  the  house  of  my  old 
Dutch  friend,  the  widow  Yon  Tromp.  It  was  already  so  crowded  with 
soldier  officers  that  I  could  not  live  there  altogether  had  I  been  so  dis- 
posed, but  in  truth  I  preferred  remaining  on  board  ship  with  my  brother 
officers.  As  I  was  allowed  a  guinea  a  day  for  my  table  I  was  able  to  live 
in  comparative  luxury  and  comfort 
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On  {he  10th  we  began  to  discharge  out  prizes,  which  were  loaded  with 
tobacco.  On  clearing  the  ^'Eattlesnake"  I  had  indeed  reason  to  be 
thankful  that  I  and  those  who  had  been  with  me  on  board  were  still  in 
the  land  of  the  living.  Her  entire  bottom  was  completely  rotten,  and 
all  who  saw  her  were  astonished  that  she  had  made  the  passage  from, 
Portsmouth  to  New  York.  It  seemed  a  miracle  that  the  water  had  been 
kept  out  of  her.  Her  whole  bottom  had  to  be  replanked  before  she  was 
again  fit  to  put  to  sea.  This  is  only  one  of  the  numberless  escapes  fiom 
destruction  which  I  have  had  during  my  life. 

The  widow  Yon  Tromp  was  delighted  to  see  me,  and  especially  interested 
in  all  I  had  to  tell  her.  I  was  amused  with  her  notions  about  the  war. 
Her  sympathies  were  evidently  with  the  American  party,  but  at  present 
she  assuredly  reaped  no  small  profit  from  the  custom  which  the  military 
brought  to  her  house.  She  tried  sore  to  reconcile  the  two  opinions — she 
wished  well  to  the  patriots,  and  yet  she  was  in  no  hurry  to  see  the  war 
brought  to  an  end.  Often  since  have  I  seen  people  on  more  serious 
matters  halting  between  two  opinions. 

*^  Ah  me,  Mr.  Hurry,  I  wish  the  war  were  ended  and  my  dear  Mends 
^m  the  south  would  come  back,  but  den  dees  nice  young  officers  all  go 
away  and  I  see  dem  no  more !  Oh,  it  is  vary  sad,  vary  sad ! "  she  used  to 
exclaim,  after  descanting  on  the  liberality  of  her  guests.  *^  But  den  you 
come  back,  Mr.  Hurry ;  member  dat  You  always  come  and  see  de  widow 
Von  Tromp." 

Of  course  I  promised,  and  intended  faithfully  to  fulfil  my  promise,  little 
dreaming  at  that  time  the  course  which  events  would  take. 

Having  discharged  faithftdly  and,  as  I  hoped,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned,  the  duty  on  which  I  had  been  sent,  I  requested  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  port  that  he  would  enable  me  and  my  people  to  return 
to  the  '*  Charon  "  by* the  first  opportunity.  Just  as  I  had  done  so  I  called 
on  board  the  "  Chatham,"  now  commanded  by  my  old  friend  Captain 
Hudson,  with  whom  I  sailed  in  the  "  Orpheus."  He  received  me  most 
kindly,  and  informing  me  that  two  of  his  lieutenants  were  sick  in  the 
hospital,  requested  that  I  would  perform  the  duty  of  first  lieutenant  on 
board  till  I  could  rejoin  my  own  ship.  Anxious  as  I  was,  for  private 
reasons,  to  get  to  the  south,  I  could  not  refuse  his  request.  I  accordingly 
at  once  went  on  board  with  my  people  and  commenced  the  duty  of  first 
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lieutenant,  and  pretty  bard  duty  it  was ;  but  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  me  to 
foel  that  I  never  refused,  during  the  whole  course  of  my  naval  career,  any 
duty  offered  me,  however  bard  or  irksome  it  might  have  promised  to  be.  i 
*  On  the  18th  of  March  we  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook  for  the  southward/ 
having  under  our  orders  the  following  fleets  viz.  "  Chatham/'  *^  Eoebuck," 
"  Kaleigh,"  ** Bonetta,"  " Savage,"  "  Halifex,"  "Vulcan,"  fire-ship,  with  a 
number  of  transports,  which  had  on  board  two  thousand  troops  under  the 
command  of  General  Phillips,  who  had  not  long  before  been  released  by  a 
cartel  concluded  a  few  months  previously  with  the  enemy.  We  were 
going,  I  found,  to  the  assistance  of  General  Arnold,  who  was  under  very 
serious  apprehensions  of  being  overwhelmed  by  a  French  fleet  with  an 
expedition  on  board,  which  it  was  supposed  had  sailed  £rom  Bhode  Island 
to  attack  him. 

On  the  18th  we  spoke  the  "Pearl"  and  "Iris,"  firom  which  ships  wq 
learned  that  an  action  had  been  fought  a  few  days  before  between  the 
British  fleet,  under* Admiral  Arbuthnot,  and  the  French  fleet  £rom  Ehode 
Island.  Although  pretty  fairly  matched  as  to  numbers  the  general  opinion 
was  that  the  English  ships  should  have  done  much  more  than  they  did. 
They  drove  back  the  French  and  prevented  them  from  reaching  the 
Chesapeake  before  our  arrival,  but  not  a  Frenchman  was  sunk  or  taken, 
whereas  I  believe  that  Admiral  Arbuthnot  might  have  followed,  cut  up, 
and  dispersed  the  whole  French  squadron  had  he  possessed  the  spirit 
which  should  animate  the  bosom  of  every  officer  in  the  service.  His  only 
excuse  was  that  some  of  the  ships  under  his  command  had  suffered  in  the 
late  hurricane,  and  that  the  crews  were  worn  out  in  their  exertions  to 
repair  damages  and  put  again  to  sea.  I  would  gHadly  see  the  accounts  of 
such  engagements  expunged  from  tiie  annals  of  English  history. 

We  arrived  at  Lynhaven  Bay  in  the  Chesapeake  on  the  28th,  and 
found  Admiral  Arbuthnot's  squadron  lying  there  repairing  the  damages 
of  the  late  action.  On  the  next  day  I  rejoined  the  "  Charon,"  having 
been  absent  &om  her  nine  weeks.  I  was  now  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
get  on  shore  to  make  inquiries  for  Colonel  Carlyon  and  his  daughter,  but 
as  I  found  that  we  were  every  moment  expecting  to  sail  in  search  of  the 
French  fleet  I  was  compelled  to  restrain  my  impatience  and  to  endure  as 
I  best  could  all  the  anxiety  I  felt  about  them. 
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CHAPTER  XXVL 

A  craiw. — Leare  tlie  Chesapeake.— New  York.— Pren-gangi  at  work.-— Crael  icenef . — 
Evil  tidings  from  home. — British  take  possessioii  of  Tork  Town. — Preparations  for 
defence.— A  dangerous  trip. — ^More  losses. — ^A  narrow  escape. — Slight  hopes  of 


At  tbiB  period  of  the  American  wax  both  parties  seemed  so  equally 
balanced  that  it  appeared  doubtful  which  after  all  would  come-  oS  suc- 
cessful in  the  contest.  The  superior  discipline  of  the  British,  and  the 
experience  and  talent  of  their  generals,  had  frequently  obtained  for  them 
{be  victory  in  the  expeditions  which  had  of  late  been  undertaken. 
General  Arnold's  plans  had  hitherto  never  failed  in  Virginia.  Lord 
•Eawdon  had  obtained  a  considerable  advantage  over  General  Greene  in 
South  Carolina^  while  it  was  hoped,  from  the  bravery  and  talent  of 
Lord  Comwallis,  that  he  would  carry  everything  before  him  in  l^orth 
Carolina.  He  had  been  posted  at  Wilmington  in  the  southern  part  of 
that  province.  His  supplies  however  failing,  he  took  the  bold  resolution 
of  marching  through  North  Carolina  to  join  Generals  Phillips  and  Arnold 
at  Portsmouth.  Sir  James  Wright  held  the  town  of  Savannah  in 
Georgia,  and  Colonel  Cruger  the  important  post  of  Nineiy-six  in  South 
Carolina.  Kew  York  and  the  country  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
was  in  possession  of  the  British,  and  at  that  city  Sir  Heiuy  Clinton,  as 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  British  Aimy  in  North  America,  held  his 
head-quarters. 

The  British  forces  however,  it  will  thus  be  seen,  were  broken  into 
small  divisions  and  stationed  at  posts  so  much  apart  as  to  be  of  little 
mutual  assistance.  The  war  thus  raged  pretty  equally  in  South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  and  while  the  force  seemed  everywhere 
sufficient  for  destroying  considerable  tracts  of  country,  and  accumulating 
a  great  deal  of  spoil,  it  was  wholly  inadequate  to  the  main  purpose  of 
bringing  matters  to  a  conclusion.  Thus  numbers  of  brave  men  lost  their 
lives  without  any  equivalent  result,  and  veteran  battalions  were  worn 
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down  }>j  fraitlefls  exertions  of  yalonr,  and  by  a  series  of  most  brilliant 
successes  whicb  produced  no  permanent  result.  On  the  other  band, 
although  the  French  had  landed  a  small  army  under  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  the  American  forces  were  mostly  ill-disciplined  and  disorganized, 
and  although  it  cannot  be  said  that  they  were  &TOurable  to  the  English, 
they  were  discontented  with  the  treatment  they  were  receiving  fix)m 
their  own  government,  many  of  them  being  ill-paid,  ill-clothed,  and  often 
but  seantily  fed.  The  unsuccessful  attempt  of  the  French  fleet  to  enter 
the  Chesapeake  was  also  a  great  damper  to  the  patriot  cause. . 

At  this  time  the  American  forces  were  separated  into  as  many 
divisions  as  the  English.  (General  Greene  commanded  in  the  Carolinas, 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  was  in  Yiiiginia,  and  watched  the  banks  of 
the  James  Biver,  to  prevent  the  further  advance  of  the  British  in  that 
direction,  while  General  Washington  himself  remained  with  another  army 
in  the  north,  his  head-quarteis  being  Newport  in  Bhode  Island.  Soon 
after  this  General  Phillips  died,  and  General  Arnold,  greatly  to  the  dis- 
gust of  our  officers,  who  did  not  at  all  like  serving  under  him,  would  have 
had  the  comiliand,  had  not  Lord  Comwallis  arrived  with  his  army  from 
the  south  at  Portsmouth. 

Such  was  the  state  of  afifdrs  on  shore.  At  sea  the  British  arms  were 
in  most  instances  victorious.  While  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  was 
hovering  about  General  Arnold  in  the  hopes  of  cutting  him  off  by  land, 
the  French  expedition  to  the  Chesapeake,  concerted  at  Bhode  Island 
by  M.  de  Temay  and  the  Count  Bochambeau  was,  as  I  have  described, 
defeated  by  the  fleet  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot.  The  British  also  were 
collecting  a  laige  fleet  to  be  ready  to  encounter  one  which  was  expected 
on  the  coast  of  America  from  the  West  Indies  under  the  Count  de 
Grasse. 

The  war  was  no  longer  confined  to  one  between  England  and  her 
revolted  colonies,  but  we  had  now  the  French,  Spaniards,  and  Dutch  to 
contend  with  on  yarious  parts  of  the  American  coasts,  and  mighty  fleets 
were  collecting  to  contest  with  us  as  of  yore  the  sovereignty  of  the  seas. 
I,  for  one,  looked  forward  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  an  engage- 
ment with  either  the  Spaniards  or  the  French,  the  hereditary  enemies  of 
England.  I  regretted  at  the  same  time  that  the  Americans  had  adopted 
the  dangerous  expedient  of  calling  in  their  assistance.     K  they  were  to 
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be  free,  I  felt  that  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  achieve  their  inde- 
pendence by  themaelyes,  instead  of  trusting  to  those  who  were  too  likely 
to  play  them  some  treacherous  trick  in  the  end.  I  felt^  however^  that 
our  own  Government  was  more  likely  to  come  to  terms  considering  the 
immense  pressure  brought  against  the  countiy  if  the  Americans  would  be 
but  modeiate  in  their  demands. 

On  the  2nd  of  April  we  sailed  from  the  Chesapeake  with  the  whole 
of  the  squadron,  consisting  of  seven  line-df-battle  ships,  two  fifty-gun 
ships,  five  fiigates,  and  two  sloops,  and  stood  to  the  southward  in  search 
of  the  Frendi  fleet.  On  the  6th  the  fleet  tacked  and  stood  to  the 
north-east 

There  is  something  very  exciting  and  interesting  in  formii^  one  of  a 
large  fleet  of  men-of-war,  I  had  sailed  often,  and  more  than  enough 
with  fleets  of  merchantmen  and  transports,  but  then  I  had  generally  to 
act  the  part  of  a  whipper-in  to  a  pack  of  lazy  or  worn-out  hounds,  and  had 
to  run  in  and  out  among  them,  hailing  one,  signalizing  a  second,  and 
firing  a  shot  at  another  to  keep  them  all  in  order,  caring  very  little  how 
my  own  ship  looked^  provided  I  could  accomphsh  my  object.  Now, 
on  the  contrary,  each  ship  sailed  in  proper  order,  and  one  vied  with  the 
other  in  the  neatness  of  their  appearance,  and  the  rapidity  with  which 
various  evolutions  could  be  performed. 

On  the  6th  the  **  Charon  "  was  detached  ahead  of  the  squadron  to  look 
into  the  Delaware  to  ascertain  if  the  French  fleet  was  still  there.  We 
obeyed  the  order  with  alacrity,  though  we  expected  that  if  they  were 
there  we  should  be  very  quickly  chased  out  again.  We  had  great  hopes 
that  this  would  be  done,  as  we  might  thus  lead  them  down  upon  our 
own  squadron  which  was  well  prepared  to  receive  them.  O'DriscoU 
rubbed  his  hands  as  we  sailed  up  that  magnificent  estuary,  keeping  a 
bright  look-out  on  every  side  for  the.  mast-heads  of  the  enemy's  fleet. 

**  Arrah,  now,  won't  it  be  fun  to  see  them  all  come  bounding  out  like 
bulldogs  when  by  chance  a  stranger  comes  suddenly  into  the  courtyard 
where  they  are  chained  up,  all  barking,  and  leaping,  and  pulling  with 
the  amiable  wish  of  tearing  him  to  pieces  1 "  he  exclaimed,  as  I  was 
expressing  a  hope  that  they  might  still  be  found  there. 

On  we  sailed,  tiU  at  last  we  felt  convinced  that  the  Frenchmen  had 
already  put  to  sea.     Once  more  therefore  we  stood  out  again  in  search 
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of  the  AdmiiaL  On  the  1 1th  we  spoke  the  '^  Chatham,"  which  ship  had 
also  been  sent  to  look  out  for  the  enemy.  She  had  taken  a  prize,  and 
from  her  had  gained  the  information  that  a  laige  fleet  of  merchantmen 
was  in  the  neighbonrhood,  bound  from  St  Domingo  to  Philadelphia 
under  the  convoy  of  the  '^  Dean  "  and  '^  Confedeiacy  "  State  frigates. 

I  ought  to  have  said  that  we  had  hove-to,  and  that  Captain  Ord  of  the 
«  Chatham"  had  come  on  board  us,  Captain  Symonds  being  the  senior 
officer.  Captain  Ord  now  proposed  that  we  should  in  company  cruise 
off  the  h^ads  of  the  Delaware  in  the  hopes  of  intercepting  this  valuable 
convoy.  Once  more  there  appeared  a  certain  prospect  of  my  picking 
up  an  ample  supply  of  priase-nioney,  but  greatly  to  our  disappointment, 
Captain  Symonds  declined  to  accede  to  the  proposal,  though  he  allowed 
Captain  Ord  to  remain  if  he  thought  fit.  This  Captain  Ord  said  he 
should  do,  and  returned  on  board  the  ''  Chatham,"  while  we  made  sail 
to  the  northward.  That  evening  I  heard  Nol  Grampus  holding  forth  on 
the  subject 

'^  I  knew  it  would  be  so,"  he  exclaimed,  clapping  his  right  hand  down 
on  his  hat,  which  he  held  in  his  left;  '^our  ship's  got  ill-luck  in  her 
sails,  depend  on  that.  I  don't  say  nothing  against  our  skipper ;  what  he 
does  is  all  right  ^d  above  board,  and  a  better  man  nor  officer  never 
stepped  a  deck,  but,  mark  my  words,  that  ere  '  Chatham's '  people  now 
will  be  filling  their  pockets  with  gold  dollars,  while  we  shan't  have  a 
penny  piece  to  chink  in  ours ;  as  for  our  ship,  I  knows  what  I  knows, 
and  I  thinks  what  I  thinks." 

The  effect  of  old  Nol's  remarks  were,  however,  counteracted  before 
long,  for  on  the  13th  we  sighted  a  large  brig,  which  immediately  stood 
away  from  us.  We,  therefore,  made  sail  in  chase.  She  sailed  so  fast  we 
had  to  do  our  best  to  come  up  with  her.  It  seemed,  however,  doubtful 
whether  we  should  do  so.  Nol  shook  his  head,  and  remarked  that  night 
would  come  down,  and  that  she  would  slip  away  before  we  could  over- 
haul her.  Hour  after  hour. passed.  It  was  evident  that  we  were  gain- 
ing on  her,  and  at  length,  at  the  end  of  a  chase  of  seven  hours  we  came 
up  with  the  stranger,  when  she  struck  her  flag  and  proved  to  be  the 
**  Peggy,"  rebel  privateer,  of  fourteen  guns  and  seventy  men,  loaded  with 
rum  and  indigo,  from  Carolina  to  Philadelphia. 

On  our  arrival  at  New  York  with  our  prize,  we  had  the  mortification  to 
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find  that  the  admiral  approved  of  Captain  Ord's  propoBition,  and  still 
greater  was  our  annoyance  to  hear  a  few  days  afterwards  that  he,  with  the 
*'  Boebuck  "  and  "  Ozphens/'  had  taken  the  ^'  Confederacy  "  and  several 
of  her  convoy. 

And  now  I  was  engaged  in  a  scene,  to  do  proper  justice  to  which  com- 
pletely baffles  all  my  powers  of  description.  The  fleet  were  sadly  in 
want  of  men.  By  some  means  or  other  they  must  be  procured.  New 
York  was,  we  heard,  full  of  sea&ring  men,  boatmen  and  others, 
accustomed  to  the  water,  whom  the  war  had  driven  from  their  usual 
vocations,  and  who  were  now  living  on  shore.  To  get  hold  of  these  was 
our  object.  It  would  not  do  to  attempt  to  capture  them  by  driblets,  for  if 
a  few  were  pressed,  the  rest  would  take  alarm  and  hide  away  where  we 
weve  not  likely  to  find  them.  The  admiral's  plans  were  quickly  and 
secretly  formed.  All  the  boats  of  the  fieet  were  ordered  to  assemble, 
with  the  crews  W^  armed,  by  break  of  day,  on  board  the  ''Rainbow." 
Silently  we  puDfii  in  for  the  city  much  in  the  same  way  that  we  should 
have  attempted  to  surprise  a  place  held  by  an  enemy.  Having  completely 
surrounded  all  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  inhabited  by  the  class  of  men 
we  wanted,  we  commenced  our  press.  While  one  portion  of  our  force 
were  told  off  to  keep  guard,  the  others  broke  into  every  house  without 
ceremony,  where  there  was  a  probability  of  finding  men.  Very  seldom 
we  stopped  to  knock  for  admission.  Generally  the  door  was  forced 
open,  and  in  we  rushed,  seijdng  the  husband  firom  the  arms  of  his  wife, 
and  very  often  allowing  him  scarcely  time  to  put  on  his  clothes,  while  we 
were  compelled  to  endure  the  bitter  invectives,  the  tears,  the  screams,  and 
abuse  of  his  wife,  whom  we  were  thus  cruelly  robbing.  Sometimes  the 
men,  aided  by  their  better  halves,  made  an  attempt  at  resistance,  but 
were  speedily  oveipowered,  bound  hand  and  foot^  and  carried  off.  Often, 
too,  we  fell  in  with  young  men  of  a  better  class,  mates  of  merchantmen 
and  others  lately  married ;  and  truly  pitiable  was  it  to  witness  the  grief 
and  agony  of  the  poor  young  wives  as  they  saw  their  husbands  in  the 
power  of  our  rough-looking  and  seemingly  heartless  press-gangs.  They 
did  not  scream ;  they  did  not  abuse  us ;  but  often  on  their  knees,  with 
tears  and  sighs,  they  implored  us  to  release  those  who  had  become  dearer 
to  them  than  life  itself.  These  appeals  I  found  harder  to  withstand  than 
anything  else,  and  had  to  steel  my  heart  and  to  assume  a  roughness  which 
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I  did  not  feel^  to  lesiAt  giving  way  to  their  entreaties.  I  did,  as  it  was, 
all  I  could  to  assure  them  that  their  husbands  would  soon  again  he  at 
liberty ;  though  I  might  have  remembered,  had  I  thought  more  about  it, 
how  bitterly  they  would  be  disappointed.  In  too  many  instances,  hus- 
bands and  wives  then  parted  never  met  again.  Fathers,  also,  were  torn 
from  their  children,  leaving  them  desolate  indeed;  young  sons  were 
carried  off  from  their  parents.  We  had  not  time  to  stop  to  listen  to  any 
remonstrances.  Men  must  be  had  at  every  cost  The  only  question 
asked  was, ''  Have  you  a  protection  V*  If  not,  seamen,  and  often  lands- 
men, if  they  were  stout  fellows,  were  bound  hand  and  foot  and  carried  off 
to  the  boats.  I  would  have  given  much  to  have  allowed  one  young  man, 
especially,  to  escape.  He  had  been  aroused  by  the  noise  in  the  street, 
and  was  sitting  up  dressed  when  we  entered  his  house,  holding  his  wife 
in  his  arms.  She  was  a  fragile,  delicate-looking  girl,  about  soon  to  become 
a  mother.  I  felt  almost  sure  when  I  saw  the  couple  that  the  shock 
would  kiU  her. 

''  You  will  not  take  him,  sixV*  she  said,  calmly  appealing  to  me  as  I 
entered  the  room  in  which  my  men  had  just  seized  him,  though  even  they 
were  inclined  to  treat  him  with  some  delicacy.  "  He  has  been  an  officer, 
sir.  You  will  not  carry  him  off  and  make  a  common  seaman  of  him  1 
Oh,  sir,  he  is  my  husband,  he  does  not  wish  to  leave  me.  Let  him,  let 
him  remain !" 

This  simple  and  artless  appeal  affected  me  much. 

"  He  surely  has  some  protection,"  said  I.    "  Pray,  let  me  see  it" 

"  Oh,  you  relent,  you  relent !"  she  shrieked  out  joyfully. 

*'l  have  no  protection  that  I  am  aware  oi^  except  the  right  of  being 
free,"  answered  the  young  man  mournfully. 

li  I  let  this  poor  fellow  off,  so  I  must  many  others,  and,  besides,  my 
duty  is  to  take  him;  orders  must  be  obeyed,  I  reflected. 

''  It  cannot  be  helped,"  said  I  gruffly.  ''  You  must  come  along  with 
us.    The  captain  may  let  you  off  when  he  hears  your  story." 

**  I'll  go  quietly,  but  do  not  bind  me,  for  mercy's  sake,"  he  answered 
calmly. 

I  walked  out  of  the  room.  There  was  the  sound  of  something  fsdling 
on  the  floor.  The  poor  young  wife  had  fainted.  Thus  the  husband  had 
to  leave  her,  imconscious  of  her  bereavement.     He  was  conveyed  on 
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board  the  *'  Charon."  Before  we  left  the  port,  a  letter  was  brought  him  from 
the  shore.  He  was  a  widower.  While  he  remained  in  the  ship  he  was  to  all 
appearance  a  steady,  obedient  man,  bat  I  suspect  that  he  wreaked  a  bitter 
vengeance  ere  long  for  the  cruel  wrong  he  felt  that  he  had  suffered. 

The  result  of  this  hot-press  was  four  hundred  men,  captured  that  fore- 
noon. A  .fleet  of  transports  now  received  on  board  another  division  of  two 
thousand  troops,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  assistance  of  Lord  Comwallisi,  at 
Portsmouth. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  having  &]len  down  to  the  Hook,  we  sailed  with 
the  whole  fleet  for  the  southward.  Nothing  occurred  on  the  passage 
except  the  capture  of  an  unfortunate  brig,  which  found  herself  near  us  in 
a  calm,  and  upon  which  nearly  all  the  boats  of  the  squadron  set  at  onca 
It  made  me  think  of  a  number  of  birds  of  prey  pouncing  down  on  some 
poor  beast  of  burden  which  has  dropped  through  fatigue  on  the  road« 
The  commander4o-chief  having  given  up  the  command  of  the  convoy 
to  Captain  Symonds,  leaving  also  the  ^'Koebuck"  and  '' Assurance,"  he 
parted  company,  while  we  continued  our  course  for  our  destination. 

We  anchored  with  the  convoy  off  Sewel's  Point  on  the  20th,  and 
Captain  Symonds  remained  in  command  till  the  30th,  when  the  ''Bich- 
mond "  coming  in,  he  was  relieved  of  that  duty  by  Captain  Hudson. 
Twice  during  that  time  I  was  sent  on  shore  with  flags  of  truce  to  Hamp- 
ton, where  I  was,  as  before,  most  hospitably  received  by  my  friends  the 
Langtons.  My  first  inquiries  on  returning  to  the  coast  of  Yiigihia  had 
been  for  Colonel  Carlyon.  He  was  still  a  prisoner  at  Portsmouth ;  but, 
from  what*  I  could  learn,  I  had  hopes  th^t  he  would  soon  be  exchanged. 
I  was  unable  to  see  him  before  I  was  sent  off  to  Hampton.  On  reaching 
the  house  of  my  friends,  I  eagerly  asked  after  Madeline.  I  felt  that  it 
was  unnecessary  with  them  to  disguise  my  feelings,  and  that  it  would 
please  them  better  if  1  spoke  openly  to  them  on  the  subject. 

'<  Where  is  she?  Is  she  safe?  Is  she  well?"  I  exclaimed,  almost 
before  the  first  greetings  were  over. 

To  all  my  questions  they  gave  me  satis&ctory  answers,  and  I  went  back 
much  lighter  of  heart  than  I  had  been  for  a  long  time.  They  also  loaded 
me  with  all  the  luxuries  and  delicacies  which  their  most  fertile  province 
can  produce,  and  welcomed  indeed  they  were  by  my  messmates,  who  had 
been  for  some  time  living  chiefly  on  salt  pork,  beef,  and  peas-pudding — 
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not  pleasant  food  doling  a  Tmrm  spring  in  that  sontbem  dime.  On  my 
second  visit  I  had  the  satis&ction  of  negotiating  the  exchange  of  Colonel 
Carlyon  and  some  other  Americans  with  several  of  our  own  officers,  who 
had  been  captured  in  the  nnmerous  engagements  our  forces  had  lately  had 
in  the  GaroUnas,  as  weU  as  in  some  of  what  I  may,  with  justice,  call  our 
marauding  expeditions  in  Yiiginia.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
Colonel  Carlyon  butfor  a  moment^  when  he  again  expressed  his  gratitude 
for  what  he  was  pleased  to  caU  the  veiy  great  services  I  had  done  him. 
Curious  it  may  seem,  but  I  had  rather  he  had  said  less  on  the  subject, 
and  taken  it  for  granted  that  nothing  could  give  me  greater  satisfiiction 
than  assisting  the  &ther  of  one  to  whom  I  was  so  deeply  attached.  There 
was,  I  thought,  too  much  stiffness  and  formality  in  his  mode  of  expressing 
himself.  I,  of  course,  speak  of  what  my  fedings  were  at  the  time,  and 
after  I  had  left  him  my  spirits  once  more  sank  to  their  former  level 
Those  were  busy  times,  and  I  hod.not  much  opportunity  of  being  troubled 
with  my  own  thoughts. 

Once  more,  on  the  4th  of  June,  we  put  to  sea,  to  convoy  thirty  sail  of 
transports  back  to  New  York ;  chased  a  rebel  privateer  on  our  way,  but 
she  escaped  us.  When  there,  we  refitted  the  ship,  and  sailed  again  for 
Yiiginia  on  the  24th  of  June.  On  the  26th  spoke  the  '^Soleby''  and 
"  Warwick,"  with  a  convoy  from  Europe,  and  after  parting  from  them  on 
the  same  day,  sighted  another  sail,  which  did  her  utmost  to  escape  from  us. 
We  accordingly  made  sail  after  her,  and  at  the  end  of  four  hours,  on 
coming  up  and  signalizing  her,  she  proved  to  be  no  other  than  the 
"Cartwright"  packet  from  Falmouth  to  New  York.  The  moment  I 
discovered  this  my  heart  began  to  beat  with  anxiety  to  hear  from  those  I 
loved  so  welL  It  was  long  since  I  had  had  any  news  from  home.  Letters 
might,  I  knew,  have  been  written,  but  being  so  constantly  on  the  move  as 
I  had  been,  there  were  great  probabilities  of  their  having  missed  me.  The 
packet  hove-to.  She  had  letters  on  board  for  the  ^'  Charon."  The  bag 
was  delivered.  I  had  one.  There  was  a  black  seal  to  it.  The  hand- 
writing was  that  of  my  sister. 

There  was  bad  news,  I  know.  For  some  moments  I  dared  not  open  it. 
One  of  our  family  circle  was  gone.  When  I  returned  his  or  her  place 
would  be  empty.  I  tore  open  the  letter.  One  we  could  all  of  us  least 
spare,  one  we  had  every  reason  to  love  and  revere,  was  taken  from  us.    My 
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father  was  no  more.  A  choking  sensation  filled  my  throat — ^teais,  long 
strangers,  then  started  to  my  eyes.  Often  had  I  pictured  to  myself  the 
delight  I  should  feel,  should  I  cairy  home  Madeline  as  my  bride,  in  pre- 
senting her  to  him.  I  knew  how  he  would  admire  her,  how  proud  he 
would  be  of  her,  how  he  would  have  delighted  to  call  her  his  little  rebel 
American  daughter-in-law.  All  that  was  ended.  I  should  never  again 
see  the  kind,  good  old  man.  I  dashed  the  tears  from  my  eyes,  and  in  a 
hoarse  voice  gave  the  order  to  trim  sails  as  we  once  more  shaped  a  course 
to  the  southward. 

We  arrived  off  the  Heads  of  Viiginia  on  the  9th  of  July,  and  fonnd 
there  the  "Eichmond,"  « Guadaloupe,"  "Fowey,"  and  "Vulcan"  fire- 
ship.  It  had  been  for  some  time  seen  that  the  town  of  Portsmouth  was 
not  a  tenable  post.  The  neighbourhood,  especially  in  the  summer  season, 
was  unhealthy,  and  ships  of  any  size  could  not  get  up  sufficiently  near  it 
to  assist  in  its  defence.  The  commanders-in-chief  had  accordingly  resolved 
to  evacuate  it,  and  to  occupy  York  Town,  on  the  James  River,  instead. 
The  latter  place  was  supposed  to  possess  many  advantages  over  the 
former,  while  the  river  was  navigable  for  ships  of  far  larger  burden  than 
those  which  could  approach  Portsmouth. 

The  first  division  of  the  army  having  embarked  on  board  the  tnmsports 
by  the  30th  of  July  we  sailed  with  "them.  Lord  ComwaUis  himself,  who 
took  the  command,  being  on  board  the  "  Richmond."  We  landed  the 
troops  on  the  2nd,  and  took  possession  of  York  Town  and  Gloucester 
without  any  opposition.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  19th  that  the 
second  division  of  the  army  arrived,  Portsmouth  being  entirely  evacuated. 
There  was  a  general  feeling  that  events  of  considerable  importance  were 
about  to  occur.  While  we  were  eagerly  looking  for  a  reinforcement  of 
troops  and  the  arrival  of  a  fleet  capable  of  competing  with  the  French, 
the  enemy  were  assembling  their  forces  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  it  was 
very  evident  would  bring  the  whole  of  their  strength  to  bear  upon  York 
Town,  and  to  endcavonr  to  crush  our  army  there  before  the  arrival  of  the 
aid  we  so  much  required.  I  resolved  at  all  events  to  note  down  from  day 
to  day  with  even  greater  care  than  heretofore  the  occurrences  which  might 
take  place  in  the  stout  brown  journal  which  had  already  been  so  long  my 
companion,  and  which  I  had  preserved  through  so  many  chances  of 
destruction  both  by  fiie  and  water — ^from  thieves  and  the  carelessness  of 
servants  and  others  to  whom  I  had  from  time  to  time  been  compelled  to 
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entrast  it.  Tet  heie  it  still  is,  Ixittered  on  the  otLteide,  like  its  owner ; 
but)  though  its  leaves  are  somewhat  yellow  and  stained,  as  sound  as  ever 
in  the  main,  and  with  the  ink  as  black  as  the  day  it  was  written.  Brief 
but,  believe  me,  perfectly  accurate,  according  to  my  means  of  information 
and  my  own  observation,  are  the  descriptions  I  am  about  to  offer  of  those 
events.  Before,  however,  I  go  on  with  my  journal  I  will  give  a  short 
account  of  the  position  now  taken  up  by  the  British  army. 

The  peninsula  which  is  formed  by  the  rivers  James  and  York  is  one  of 
the  richest  and  most  beautiful  parts  of  Yiiginia.  York  Town  is  situated 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  latteivnamed  stream  and  on  the  narrowest  part 
of  the  peninsula,  which  is  there  but  five  miles  across.  Gloucester  Point 
is  on  the  north,  and  therefore  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  into  which  it 
extends  so  far  that  it  reaches*  within,  almost  a  mile  of  York  Town.  The 
two  posts  thus  completely  command  the  navigation  of  the  river,  which  is 
here  of  sufficient  depth  to  allow  ships  of  considerable  size  to  ascend 
it.  The  force  with  which  we  now  occupied  these  two  important  posi- 
tions amounted  to  about  7000  men,  and  it  was  the  intention  of  Lord 
Comwallis  so  completely  to  fortify  them  both  on  the  sea  and  land  sides 
that  they  might  resist  any  attack  likely  to  be  made  against  them  either 
by  the  French  fleet  or  the  combined  American  and  French  armies  till  we 
could  be  relieved  by  Sir  Henry  Cliifton  or  by  a  fresh  army  and  fleet  from 
England.  It  was  too  well  known  from  the  first  that  the  army  was  but  ill 
supplied  with  guns,  and  indeed  with  all  the  munitions  of  war  requisite 
for  carrying  on  offensive,  or  even  defensive,  operations  against  the  enemy. 
This  became  still  more  evident  when  the  guns  and  ammunition  were 
landed  firom  the  8hipsK)f-war,  and  the  crews  were  summoned  on  shore  to 
work  them.  Every  effort  was  made  to  put  our  positions  in  an  efficient 
state  of  defence,  for  our  hopes  of  being  relieved  from  New  York  were  very 
slight,  it  being  understood  that  General  Washington  was  preparing  for  an 
attack  on  that  city  with  all  the  forces  he  could  muster  in  the  north,  at 
the  same  time  that  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  were  left  in  the  south  to 
give  us  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  and  to  cause  much. anxiety  to  our  com- 
manders-in-chief. By  my  daily  journal  I  find  that  on  the  20th  of  August 
the  ^'  Charon's  "  lower  deck  guns  were  landed  for  the  defences  on  shore, 
while  she  with  the  ''  Bichmond  "  was  moored  so  as  to  flank  the  enemy 
should  they  make  an  attack  on  Gloucester. 

21st — ^T^e  troops  were  engaged  in  throwing  up  works.  while^4he^f^ 
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men  of  the  squadron  were  employed  in  landing  the  guns  and  ammunition, 
the  transports^  meantime,  being  secured  under  the  town  of  York. 

22nd. — ^The  seamen  were  employed  in  the  boats,  landing  at  every  avail- 
able spot  on  the  river,  and  foraging.  On  the  following  day  detachments 
of  men  were  landed  to  assist  the  troops  in  throwing  up  works. 

24tL — Foraging  parties  &om  the  army  and  navy  procuring  fresh  pro- 
visions often  having  to  take  them  by  force,  while  the  remainder  were 
employed  on  the  works.  It  was  an  ominous  circumstance  that  at  no  time 
did  the  inhabitants  offer  a  cordial  welcome  to  any  of  our  troops,  although 
to  individuals  they  were  often  inclined  to  show  courtesy  and  kindness. 

25th. — ^The  ''Eichmond"  sailed  for  l^ew  York,  leaving  the  command 
of  the  squadron  to  Captain  Symonds. 

26tL — I  was  sent  to  get  off  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  enemy  whi^h 
had  been  run  on  shore  in  a  small  creeL  I  accomplished  my  mission,  and, 
she  being  found  a  serviceable  little  craft,  the  commodore  kept  her  as  a 
tender,  and  appointed  me  to  the  command  of  her. 

27th. — ^The  "  Bonetta"  was  sent  to  anchor  on  the  Shoe  as  advanced  ship 
to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  I  was  employed  with  thirty 
seamen  in  fitting  out  the  tender. 

28th. — ^While  the  army  was  employed  as  before  on  the  works,  the 
seamen  were  engaged  in  pulling  down  the  houses  in  front  of  York  Town, 
greatly  to  their  amusement,  it  seemed.  Tackles  were  hooked  on  to  the 
top  of  the  walls,  and  thundering  down  they  came  almost  on  the  heads  of 
the  men.  The  wonder  was  that  numbers  were  not  crushed  beneath  the 
ruins  as  off  they  ran,  laughing  and  shouting  with  glee  at  the  havock  they 
had  committed. 

29th. — ^The  "  Guadeloupe"  and  "  Express  "  despatched  to  Charlestown, 
and  the  "  Loyalist "  sent  to  the  Shoe  to  relieve  the  <'  Bonetta." 

30th. — ^A  day  of  much  excitement  and  no  little  anxiety.  About  noon 
the  '*  Guadaloupe "  and  **  Bonetta "  were  seen  standing  up  the  harbour 
under  all  sail,  and  soon  it  became  known  that  they  had  been  chased  by  a 
fleet  of  French  ships,  consisting  of  twenty-six  sail  of  the  line,  besides 
frigates,  fire-ships,  bombs,  and  transports,  who  followed  them  to  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour  and  captured  the  *^  Loyalist "  within  three  miles  of 
the  town  after  a  most  gallant  resistance,  her  masts  having  gone  by  the 
board  before  she  struck  her  colours  to  the  enemy.     This  fleet  is  com- 
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mandod  by  the  Count  de  Giasse,  and  has  come  direct  ftom  the  West 
Indies.  Three  of  their  ships  brought  up  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  but 
the  main  body  anchored  at  Lynhaven  Bay. 

31st. — ^The  enemy's  forces  have  assembled  at  Williantobuig,  about  twelve 
miles  from  York,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and 
the  French  fleet  advanced  to  the  Shoe.  Thus  is  York  Town  shut  in  both 
by  sea  and  land,  and  it  becomes  evident  that  they  intend  more  and  more 
closely  to  press  us  in  till  they  completely  invest  our  positions.  The 
troops  and  seamen  engaged  hard  at  the  worka  The  shipping  removing 
farther  up  the  harbour. 

Sept  1. — ^The  French  landed  6000  troops  up  the  James  river, 
which  joined  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  at  Williamsburg.  The  enemy 
now  &r  outnumber  us.  I  was  sent  for  by  the  commodore  that  night,  and 
directed  to  guard,  till  she  had  safely  passed  the  French  advanced  ships,  an* 
express  boat  which  was  sent  off  to  convey  important  despatches  to  Few 
York,  describing  the  dangerous  position  in  which  we  were  placed.  The 
risk  of  being  captured  was  very  great.  My  greatest  safeguard  was  in  the 
very  boldness  of  the  undertaking.  The  night  was  dark,  and  as  the  roads 
where  they  were  anchored  were  very  wide,  I  might  hope  to  slip  by 
without  being  observed.  As  soon  as  night  fell  we  sailed.  The  wind  was 
fair,  and  we  stood  boldly  on,  looking  out  for  the  dark  forms  of  the 
enemy's  ships.  One  after  the  other  were  passed,  till  at  midnight  we  were 
clear  of  the  enemy,  as  we  believed,  and  the  despatch-boat  stood  on  her 
course  for  the  northward,  while  I  made  the  best  of  my  way  back  to  port. 
Here  I  arrived  by  daylight,  and  my  report  seemed  to  give  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  commodore. 

2nd. — ^The  seamen  of  the  fleet  were  removed  on  shore,  and  took  up  their 
quarters  in  tents.  Engaged  night  and  day  in  throwing  up  works  towards 
the  sea,  from  which  quarter  an  attack  may  be  expected. 

3rd. — Nine  of  the  French  ships  advanced  to  Tons  Marsh,  and  the  rest 
employed  in  landing  the  artillery  and  stores  up  James  river. 

4th. — ^Mounted  all  the  ''  Charon's  "  eighteen-pounders  on  the  new  sea 
works.  The  seamen  engaged  in  pulling  down  the  front  of  the  town,  and 
in  cutting  trees  for  stockades. 

5th. — The  enemy  preparing  to  commence  the  attack. 

6th  and  7tL — ^Ihe  seamen  unrigging  the  ships  and  hauling  some  trans« 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


448  HUBBICUNB  HUBBT. 

portB  on  shore  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  The  armj,  as  before^ 
employed  without  intermission  on  the  works  day  and  night. 

8th. — ^The  enemy's  advanced  ships  quitted  the  river  and  joined  the 
main  body  at  Lynhaven  Bay  in  consequence  of  Admiral  Graves  having 
appeared  off  the  Capes  with  twenty  sail  of  the  line.  After  some  slight 
Bkirmishing  with  the  !EWich|  the  Bridsh  admiral  was  compelled  ttom 
their  great  superiority  in  strength  to  retreat.  The  French  also  on  their 
return  to  Lynhaven  Bay  unfortunately  fell  in  with  the  ^'  Eichmond  "  and 
''Iris  "  fiigatesy  both  of  which  were  captured. 

9tlL — ^My  duties  are  very  arduous^  but  honourable,  and  show  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  me  by  my  superior  officer.  I  went  down  the  river  in 
the  tender  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  fleet,  with  orders  to  come  occasion- 
ally up  in  sight  of  York  to  signal  what  was  going  on  among  them.  The 
French  fleet  &om  Ehode  Island  under  M.  de  Barras  had  now  joined  them, 
making  their  force  consist  of  thirty-six  sail  of  the  line  besides  frigates, 
fire-ships,  bombs  and  transports.  During  the  night  I  signalled  to  York 
Town  that  the  enemy  were  at  anchor  in  Lynhaven  Bay,  and  then  I  stood 
off  and  on  in  sight  of  them,  watching  for  any  movement  till  daylight 

10th. — Observed  the  enemy  getting  under  weigh  from  Lynhaven  Bay. 
Watched  them  till  they  stood  towards  the  Shoe.  Ban  up  and  signalled 
accordingly.     Soon  after  they  anchored  at  that  place. 

11th. — Calm,  moderate  weather.  At  four  a.m.  the  enemy  began  to 
advance  from  the  Shoe,  at  which  time  I  lay  becalmed  about  three  miles 
from  them,  and  as  they  brought  the  sea  breeze  with  them  while  I  was 
without  power  of  moving,  I  felt  that  my  time  was  come,  and  that  I 
should  once  more  fall  into  their  hands  as  a  prisoner.  Ou  Trou  and  all 
its  horrors  rose  up  before  me.     Old  Kol  looked  very  grave. 

''  It's  hard  times  we  shall  have  of  it,  Mr.  Hurry,  if  the  breeze  don't  be 
smart  about  coming,  sir,"  he  remarked,  shaking  his  head.  ''  Td  sooner 
by  half  have  a  chance  of  fighting,  sir,  than  running  for  our  liberty." 

"  We  have  no  choice  left  us,  I  fear,  Grampus,"  said  I.  "  However, 
we'll  do  our  best,  and  not  give  in  as  long  as  the  little  barkie  can 
swim." 

**  That's  it,  sir,  that's  the  thing.  The  people  will  stick  by  you  and  go 
down  in  the  craft  if  you  wishes  it^"  was  his  answer. 

This  being  the  spirit  of  my  men,  my  hopes  revived.    The  enemy  came 
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on  slowly,  but  still  they  were  nearing  me.  "With  hearty  good-will  every 
one  on  board  kept  whistling  for  a  wind,  but  for  all  that  the  breeze  did 
not  come.  At  six  o'clock  one  of  the  headmost  ships  tried  the  range  of 
her  guns  by  firing  a  shot  at  me.  It  came  pretty  near,  but  a  miss  is  as 
good  as  a  mile.  There  was,  however,  no  time  to  be  lost.  Another  and 
another  shot  came  whistling  after  me.  I  cut  away  my  boat,  the  breeze 
was  rippling  the  water  astern.  I  trimmed  sails,  the  wind  filled  them. 
Once  more  the  craft  began  to  move.  She  slipped  faster  and  faster 
through  the  water,  and  away  she  went  before  the  wind  with  everything  we 
could  clap  on  her  like  a  scalded  cock,  as  O'Dnscoll  remarked  afterwards, 
and  for  this  time  happily  escaped  the  durance  vile  I  had  been  antici- 
pating. At  noon  I  made  the  signal  that  the  enemy  were  still  approach- 
ing, and  at  four  o'clock,  they  having  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
I  ran  up  to  the  town  with  the  conviction  that  Othello's  occupation  had 
gone.  In  the  evening  I  accordingly  received  orders  to  haul  her  on  shore 
and  to  join  the  "Charon's"  at  the  battery  in  which  they  were  posted.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  we  did  not  hope  by  some  means  or  other  to  succeed, 
but  even  the  most  sanguine  could  not  help  acknowledging  just  then  that 
things  looked  black  and  threatening  in  the  extreme. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIL 

Defence  of  York  Town.— Sent  with  fire-sbips  against  Frencli  fleet. — Failure. — In 
command  of  battery. — Fierce  engagements. — Colonel  Carlj-on  a  prisoner  and 
wounded.— The  •*  Charon  "  blows  up.— Desperate  condition  of  the  town. — Death  of 
my  old  follower. — Attempt  to  evacuate  town  frustrated  by  a  gale. — I  am  badly 
wounded. — ^Army  of  Lord  Comwallis  capitulates. — War  at  an  end. — ^PriaoDers 
kindly  treated  by  Americans  and  French. — Madeline  beoomea  my  nnvse. — News 
from  England. — Sir  Hurricane  Tempest  has  left  me  his  heir.— I  marry  the  little 
rebel. — ^Finis. 

I  COULD  not  kelp  feeling,  in  common  with  many  other  thoughtful  officers, 
that  we  were  on  the  eve  of  great  events.  Each  day,  each  hour  confirmed 
this  opinion,  and  now  we  were  startled  if  not  confounded  by  the  un- 
doubted information  that  General  Washington  had  arrived  with  a  con- 
siderable body  of  troops  from  the  north.  He  arrived  on  the  24th  in  the 
Chesapeake,  with,  it  was  said,  six  thousand  French  and  continental  troops, 
whom  we  had  the  mortification  to  see  a  frigate  and  a  body  of  transports 
go  down  to  bring  up,  we  no  longer  having  the  power  to  molest  them. 
Thus  still  further  was  the  dark  thunder-cloud  augmented,  about^  we 
believed,  to  break  over  our  heads.  Day  and  night,  however,  we  continued 
working  at  the  batteries,  and  levelling  houses,  and  clearing  aU  the  groimd 
round  the  lines  of  everything  which  might  afford  the  enemy  shelter  in 
their  expected  attack. 

September  loth,  1781. — Two  ships  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  came  up 
a  mile  nearer  the  forts,  and  under  cover  of  their  guns  foraging  parties  went 
on  shore,  whom  we  were  thus  prevented  fix)m  attacking. 

IGth. — Never  did  men  work  harder  than  we  had  been  doing  to  strengthen 
a  position  to  enable  us  to  hold  out  till  the  arrival  of  a  fleet  superior  to 
the  French ;  and  from  news  received  our  hopes  again  Arose  that  it  might 
yet  arrive  before  we  were  driven  to  extremities.  Many  persons  have  been 
blaming  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  allowing  General  Washington  to  pass  by 
him,  but  the  truth  is,  he  did  not  expect  that  this  would  have  been  done, 
but  fully  believed  that  he  purposed  rather  to  besiege  New  York  itsel£ 

17  th. — A  ship  of  the  line  advanced  from  the  shore  and  joined  those  off 
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Tons  Maish.  Signals  being  made  all  day  long  between  the  French 
Commodore  and  the  Compte  de  Orasse.  French  frigates  passing  and 
i&-pa8sing  between  their  squadions.  Something  evidently  in  the 
wind. 

18th. — Our  forces  employed  as  nsnal  in  pulling  down  houses  and  throw- 
ing up  works. 

19th. — ^All  the  women  and  children,  the  negroes  and  other  non-com- 
batantSy  were  sent  otkt  of  the  town  to  enable  us  to  eke  out  our  not-over- 
abundant supply  of  provisions. 

20th. — ^The  soldiers  engaged  in  throwing  up  works,  the  seamen  in 
cutting  down  trees  and  in  forming  stockades. 

2l8t. — ^Heavy  rain  fell,  greatly  retarding  the  progress  of  the  works.  I 
was  not  a  little  pleased  to  hear  that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  to 
destroy  the  French  squadron  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  that  four 
fire-ships  were  to  be  employed  on  that  service.  I  immediately  offered 
to  command  one  of  them — an  offer  which  was  at  once  accepted.  lieu- 
tenants Conway  and  Symonds  were  appointed  to  command  two  others, 
and  Mr.  Camel,  a  lieutenant  of  a  privateer,  had  charge  of  the  fourth.  Our 
wish  was  to  be  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Palmer  of  the  ''  Yulcan," 
whose  experience  and  judgment  we  felt  would  insure  success,  but  the 
commodore  decided  on  allowing  each  of  us  to  trust  to  our  own  abilities 
and  to  act  according  to  circumstances.  The  vessels  were  patched-up 
schooners  and  sloops,  and  fitted  in  so  hurried  a  way  that  they  were 
scarcely  manageable.  The  experiment  was  to  have  been  made  that  night, 
but  the  wind  and  weather  proving  unfavourable.  Captain  Palmer,  with 
whom  we  consulted,  advised  us  to  defer  it  till  the  following — 

22nd. — ^The  wind  being  about  north-west,  it  was  this  evening  considered 
practicable  to  attack  the  advanced  ships  of  the  enemy,  and  we  accordingly 
made  preparations  for  our  hazardous  expedition.  The  '^Yulcan"  and 
four  other  vessels  were  to  be  employed  in  the  service.  I  was  of  course 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  risks  to  be  encountered.  I  knew  that  I 
might  either  be  blown  up,  or,  if  overtaken  by  the  enemy,  cut  to  pieces 
without  remorse,  no  quarter  being  given  to  people  engaged  in  that  sort  of 
work.  During  the  first  day  after  volunteering  I  had  not  time  to  think 
much  about  the  matter,  but  four-and-twenty  hours  spent  in  comparative 
inaction  enabled  me  to  contemplate  the  consequences  in  their  true  light, 
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and  though  I  felt  as  resolved  and  determined  as  ever,  I  knew  well  that 
this  might  be  the  last  day  of  my  existence.  I  did  not  so  much  dread 
the  future,  I  own,  as  regret  all  I  was  leaving  behind.  I  thought  over 
and  over  again  of  Madeline —of  the  happiness  I  had  hoped  to  enjoy  with 
her — of  the  grief,  should  I  fall,  my  death  would  cause  her.  I  thought  of 
my  family  and  of  the  dear  ones  still  surviving  at  home  who  hoped  to 
welcome  me  when  war  was  over,  but  would  hope  in  vain.  I  felt  very 
grave  and  sad,  but  not  the  less  resolved  or  undaunted  I  may  say,  and 
determined  to  do  my  duty.  The  time  was  approaching  for  our  start  I 
walked  aft  and  stood  looking  over  the  taffrail  away  from  the  crew,  and 
there  I  oflfered  up  a  deep,  earnest  prayer  for  protection  for  myself  and 
also  for  my  people  in  the  expedition  in  which  we  were  engaged.  Yes,  I 
prayed,  and  sincerely  too,  believing  that  I  was  praying  aright  as  I  stood 
over  all  those  terrific  combustibles  which  were  to  bring  havock  and  de- 
struction among  hundreds  of  our  fellow-creatures  not  more  guilty,  not 
more  worthy  of  death  than  were  I  and  my  fellows.  I  will  not  stop  to 
moralize  on  that  subject,  yet  I  have  often  since  thought  that  it  is  one 
worthy  of  deep  consideration.  Of  one  thing  only  I  was  certain — ^that,  as  an 
officer  in  the  Navy,  I  was  doing  my  duty  to  my  king  and  country  in 
endeavouring  to  destroy  their  enemies,  and  all  the  rest  I  left  to  the 
guidance  of  Him  who  rules  all  things  for  the  best.  I  now  feel  that  there  is 
a  purer  law,  a  stricter  rule  which  should  prevail  instead  of  those  which 
most  men  follow,  but  it  would  be  out  of  place  here  to  discuss  the  subject. 
The  ships  in  the  harbour  gave  out  the  hour  of  midnight.  It  was  the 
signal  agreed  on  for  starting.  We  made  sail,  cut  our  cables,  and  ran 
down  the  river.  The  wind  held  fair,  the  night  was  dark,  and  there 
appeared  every  probability  that  our  undertaking  would  succeed,  l^ol 
Grampus,  Eockets,  and  four  other  men  were  with  me  to  man  the  boat 
in  which  we  were  to  make  our  escape,  l^ot  a  word  was  spoken.  Every 
arrangement  had  before  been  made.  Having  placed  our  vessels  in  a 
position  from  which  they  could  not  £ul  to  drift  down  on  the  enemy,  we 
were  to  set  fire  to  them,  and  then,  jumping  into  our  boats,  pull  away  for 
our  lives.  There  was  not  much  fear  of  pursuit  if  the  vessels  hit  their 
marks,  as  we  knew  that  the  boats  of  the  squadron  would  be  engaged  in 
endeavouring  to  clear  their  ships  of  the  burning  craft.  If,  however, 
through  a  change  of  wind  or  any  other  circumstance,  they  should  drift 
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clear  of  the  ships,  it  was  probable  that  the  boats  might  come  in  chase  of 
us  to  take  vengeance  on  our  heads  for  the  injury  we  had  attempted  to 
inflict  on  them. 

There  lay  the  French  squadron  before  us,  no  one  on  board  dreaming 
of  the  havock  and  destruction  about  to  be  wrought  among  them.  It  was 
just  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Our  little  flotilla  of  evil  was  slowly 
approaching.  Evidently  no  sufficient  watch  was  kept  ahead  of  the 
French  ships.  Our  success  appeared  certain.  Suddenly  a  bright  light 
burst  forth,  revealing  our  vessels  clearly  to  the  enemy,  and  shedding  a 
lurid  glare  over  their  ships  which  lay  sleeping  on  the  calm  water  ahead. 
What  had  happened  ?  There,  blazing  away  on  the  right  of  our  line,  was 
the  fire-ship  commanded  by  Mr.  Camel,  the  lieutenant  of  the  privateer. 
The  proceeding  was  as  unaccountable  as  strange,  and  I  at  once  suspected 
that  he  had  thus  acted  to  betray  us.  I  never  have  had  cause  to  place 
much  coufidence  in  privateer  officers,  though  undoubtedly  many  brave 
men  are  to  be  found  among  them.  The  instant  the  flames  blazed  up,  the  roll 
of  drums  was  heard  on  board  the  French  ships  beating  to  quarters.  Then 
a  brisk  fire  from  thirty  to  forty  guns  was  opened  on  us,  and  the  shot  came 
rattling  thickly  about  our  heads.  The  light  had  revealed  to  the  French- 
men our  fire-vessels,  and  they  could  not  tell  how  many  more  might  be 
in  the  rear,  so  they  hurriedly  cut  their  cables,  and,  in  the  greatest  con- 
fusion, endeavoured  to  make  sail  to  get  out  of  our  way.  Mr.  Conway 
next  set  fire  to  his  vessel,  Symonds  following  his  example,  and  both 
taking  to  their  boats.  I  had  still  hopes  of  effecting  my  purpose,  so  I 
stood  on.   I  had  not  gone  far  before  Grampus  exclaimed  from  forward, — 

''There,  sir;  there  are  the  French  launches ;  they  are  after  us  I" 

Such  was  the  case. 

''  Haul  up  the  boat,  my  lads  ! "  I  exclaimed.     ''  Jump  into  her  1 " 

As  the  men  slipped  over  the  side  I  set  fire  to  the  train,  and,  before  I 
had  time  to  jump  into  the  boat,  the  vessel  was  in  a  blaze  from  stem  to 
stem.  The  "  Vulcan  "  was  the  last  vessel  fired.  She  was,  at  the  time, 
within  her  own  length  of  a  French  twenty-four.  What  had  become  of 
her  gallant  commander  and  crew  I  could  not  discover.  The  French 
launches  were  after  me.  My  people  pulled  away  with  all  their  might. 
It  was,  indeed,  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  The  other  boats  were  ahead, 
and  I  hoped  safe.     Several  bullets  came  whizzing  past  us.     As  I  looked 
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asteni,  my  satisfaotion  was  great  to  see  our  fire-ships  still  blazing  away, 
and  the  IVenchmen  diifling,  as  it  appeared,  towards  the  shore.  As  it 
afterwards  appeared,  two  of  them  did  drive  on  shore,  and  I  believe  that, 
had  our  ships  had  their  guns  on  board,  we  might  by  prompt  action  have 
run  down  and  destroyed  them  before  reinforcements  could  have  oome  to 
their  aid.  Happily  for  me  the  French  launches  were  recalled  to  go  to 
the  assistance  of  their  ships,  and,  finding  myself  no  longer  pursued,  I 
lay  on  my  oais  to  try  and  discover  what  had  become  of  Captain  Palmer. 
To  my  great  satisfsustion,  he  soon  made  lus  appearance^  having,  at  first, 
wisely  pulled  across  the  stream,  where  he  had  not  been  observed.  AU 
the  boats  assembling  together,  we  returned  considerably  crest&llen  and 
dispirited  to  our  tents.  Whether  it  was  treachery,  cowardice,  or  want  of 
consideration  induced  the  privateer^s  man  to  set  fiie  to  his  vessel  I 
cannot  say,  but  owing  to  him  alone  was  the  Dsdlure  of  our  expedition  to 
be  attributed. 

23rd. — ^The  French  this  morning  got  off  their  ships,  and  removed  to  a 
more  respectable  distance  from  the  garrison.  Guard-boats  were  sent 
down  the  river,  and  continued  rowing  aU  night.  This  duty  pressed  very 
severely  on  the  seamen  of  the  fleet.  The  enemy  began  their  march  from 
Williamsburg,  and  on  this  day  attacked  and  drove  in  our  pickets. 

24tb. — The  seamen  were  directed  to  man  the  guns  in  the  froni^  and 
they  were  then  to-day  reviewed  by  Lord  Comwallis. 

25th^ — To-day  the  seamen  were  again  inspected  by  Lord  Comwallis, 
and  went  through  the  exercise  of  the  great  guns  before  him,  when  his 
lordship  expressed  himself  highly  pleased  with  our  conduct.  At  this 
time,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  '^  Charon"  commanded  a  battery  in  the 
centre  of  the  lines  of  one  24,  two  Id's,  and  two  12's ;  I  had  charge  of  a 
battery  with  three  18's  and  four  6's,  in  front  of  the  17th  Eegiment  to  the 
right ;  Lieutenant  Symonds^  one  of  three  9'b  to  the  left  of  mine ;  Lieu- 
tenant Conway,  of  two  9*s,  to  the  right  of  all ;  Mr.  Conway,  of  two  12'8, 
as  flanking  guns ;  the  master  of  the  "  Fowey,"  of  iMo  9%  in  front  of 
the  43rd  Begiment,  while  all  the  batteries  to  the  left  were  manned  by 
seamen  from  the  transports,  under  the  command  of  the  agent.  All  the 
sea  batteries  were  commanded  by  Mr.  Eobb,  master  of  the  ''  Charon." 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Navy  took  a  very  active  part  in  the 
defence  of  the  place. 
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26tli. — ^The  eeamen's  tents  were  to-day  moved  in  front  of  the  quarters 
of  the  army  close  to  our  batteries.  This  was  done,  as  we  were  in 
momentary  expectation  of  being  attacked  by  the  enemy. 

27th.— Our  pickets  were  driven  in,  and  the  enemy  advanced  in  order  of 
battle.  The  troops  marched  out  to  meet  them,  Lord  Cornwallis  being 
resolved  to  give  them  battle ;  but  they  retired  as  we  advanced,  evidently 
at  that  time  not  wishing  to  bring  on  the  final  struggle.  Our  army,  there- 
fore, returned  within  the  lines. 

28th. — At  noon  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  our  works,  in  force 
about  26,000.  They  extended  the  whole  distance  from  the  right  to  the 
left  of  our  lines,  and  a  very  formidable  force  they  appeared.  It  was 
evident  that  they  wished,  by  their  show  of  numbers,  to  strike  terror  into 
the  hearts  of  our  men.  They  were  mistaken,  however,  if  such  was  their 
object,  for  nothing  could  persuade  our  fellows  that  any  one  of  themselves 
was  not  equal  to  twenty  Continentals  or  Fi'enchmen.  It  is  very  well 
for  the  men  to  despise  an  enemy,  and  to  feel  sure  that  they  can  thrash 
him;  but  officers,  on  the  contrary,  cannot  have  too  much  respect  for  him, 
nor  do  too  much  to  insure  victory,  tOr  take  too  many  precautions  to  guard 
against  surprise.  A  body  of  the  enemy  advancing  to  reconnoitre  in  a 
ravine  in  front  of  my  battery,  I  opened  fire  on  them  till  they  rapidly 
dispersed. 

29th. — Lord  Cornwallis^  having  in  vain,  with  his  small  army  of  5000 
men,  offered  the  enemy  battle,  and  finding  them  intent  on  waiting  their 
own  time  to  attack  him  on  the  left  flank,  moved  this  night  with  all  the 
army  inside  the  works.  He  did  not  doubt  but  that,  by  acting  on  the 
defensive,  we  should  be  able  to  hold  out  tlU  the  arrival  of  the  long  and 
earnestly-expected  fleet  and  army  to  relieve  us.  It  is  no  disparagement 
to  the  bravery  of  our  little  army  to  say  that  that  succour  was  most 
earnestly  prayed  for.  A  body  of  French  horse  and  foot  attacked  the 
German  Legion,  who  had  to  retreat  under  the  cover  of  a  battery  to  the 
left.  I  had  again  to  open  fire  with  my  18-pounders  on  a  body  of  ihe 
enemy  who  appeared  in  front  of  the  works,  but  took  to  flight  as  the  shot 
went  rattling  in  among  them. 

30th.— -The  enemy  broke  ground,  and  began  to  throw  up  redoubts, 
moving  on  at  the  same  time  in  three  columns  towards  our  centre.  They 
quickly  took  possession  of  two  of  oui  redoubts,  which  we  had  evacuated 
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o;i  withdrawing  into  the  town.  At  eleven  o'clock  they  attacked  the 
right  and  left  of  the  town  with  the  intention  evidently  of  storming  the 
flanking  redoubts.  A  smart  action  ensued.  Our  men  behaved  magni- 
ficently, so  did  the  enemy ;  but  after  severe  fighting  for  two  hours  they 
were  repulsed,  and  while  our  batteries  played  on  them  they  were  driven 
back  in  great  confusion  into  the  woods  behind  the  town. 

31st. — The  Hessian  Legion  with  other  light  troops  made  a  sortie,  and 
while  skirmishing  in  front  of  the  town  captured  several  of  the  enemy. 
The  Hessians  returned  into  the  town  dose  to  my  battery.  I  observed 
that  they  were  carrying  among  them  a  person  on  a  Utter.  At  first  I 
thought  that  it  was  one  of  their  own  wounded  people,  but  as  they  came 
nearer  his  uniform  showed  me  that  he  was  an  American  officer.  A  strong 
impulse  induced  me  to  hurry  down  to  meet  him,  and  I  knew  at  all  events 
that  very  likely  the  Hessians  would  not  understand  him,  and  I  was 
anxious  to  render  him  assistance — ^a  mark  of  my  interest  in  the  Americans 
which  I  felt  glad  my  duty  would  allow  me  to  bestow.  I  started  when 
I  got  up  to  the  litter,  for  though  his  features  were  convulsed  with  pain, 
I  recognized  Colonel  Carlyon.  He  had  been  shot  through  both  his  legs. 
He  knew  me  when  I  spoke  to  him.  I  explained  who  he  was  as  well  as 
I  could  to  one  of  the  Hessian  officers  whom  I  knew,  and  entreated  that 
he  might  be  carefully  looked  after.  Just  then  O'Driscoll,  who  had 
come  on  shore  from  the  ship,  arrived  to  pay  mo  a  visit,  and  volunteered 
to  accompany  Colonel  Carlyon  to  some  house  where  he  might  be  com- 
fortably lodged,  and  to  get  a  surgeon  to  attend  to  his  wounds.  I  explained 
to  the  colonel  what  I  had  done.  He  pressed  my  hand  warmly  as  if  ho 
understood  me,  for  he  was  in  too  much  pain  to  speak,  and  I  hurried  back 
to  my  battery. 

The  enemy  were  now  night  and  day  engaged  in  throwing  up  works, 
while  our  batteries  kept  up  a  continual  cannonade  on  the  people  labouring 
in  them,  which  impeded  their  operations  somewhat.  ^Notwithstanding 
this,  from  the  immense  number  of  men  employed,  the  works  were  raised 
with  astonishing  rapidity.  At  night  a  negro  was  caught  deserting  to 
the  enemy  with  a  note  in  his  possession  from  one  of  the  merchants  in 
the  town  describing  the  distressed  state  of  the  garrison.  I  have  not 
spoken  much  of  our  distress,  but  it  was  very  great.  Our  supply  of  food 
was  daily  becoming  more  scanty  and  bad,  and  it  could  scarcely  be  con- 


Digitized  by 


Uoogle 


HUBBIOAKE  HT7BBT.  457 

cealed  that  even  our  ammtmition  was  fjEtUing  us.  The  treacherous  mer- 
chant was  at  once  taken  in  custody,  to  be  tried  for  his  crime. 

2nd  October. — A  constant  and  heavy  cannonade  kept  up  all  day  on  the 
enemy's  working  parties.  They  nearly  completed  their  first  parallel 
Our  men  occupied  in  throwing  up  works, 

3rd. — Much  as  yesterday.     The  enemy  bringing  up  their  artillery. 

4th. — A  flag  came  in  from  the  enemy;  the  cause  I  know  not.  Perhaps 
to  offer  terms.  We  kept  up  as  hot  a  fire  as  our  want  of  ammunition 
would  allow.  Each  day  I  sent  to  inquire  after  Colonel  Carlyon,  but 
could  not  leave  my  battery. 

5th. — ^The  French  displayed  five  stand  of  colours  on  their  works,  while 
the  Americans  displayed  their  new  States'  flag  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes ; 
we  eagerly  looking  for  that  relief  which  would  enable  us  to  sally  out 
from  behind  our  works,  beside  which  we  stood  fretting  angrily,  and 
drive  them  away  into  the  recesses  of  their  woods  and  marshes. 

6th  and  7th. — The  enemy  mounting  their  heavy  artillery  on  their  first 
parallel  and  supplying  their  batteries  with  ammunition.  The  garrison 
throwing  up  traverses  to  defend  the  works. 

8th. — The  enemy  attacked  our  pickets  on  the  left  at  midnight,  and 
drove  them  inside  the  lines.  Some  time  after  this  a  body  of  them  came 
to  the  barricade  and  persuaded  the  officers  that  they  were  deserters.  The 
officers  of  the  43rd  regiment,  in  a  most  unwary  manner  having  got  on 
the  works  to  show  them  the  way  In,  were  treacherously  shot  at  and  killed, 
their  murderers  making  their  escape. 

9th. — The  enemy  having  completed  their  works  and  mounted  their 
guns,  their  batteries  opened  on  the  evening  of  this  day  with  great  vigour, 
that  on  the  right  of  eight  24-pounders,  and  that  on  the  left  of  four  24- 
pounders  and  two  18's.  Day  and  night  the  cannonade  continued  with- 
out intermission — we,  as  well  as  we  could,  keeping  up  a  reply.  Several 
shot  having  struck  the  "  Charon"  and  "  Guadaloupe,"  they  were  removed 
farther  down  the  river.  It  will  be  impossible  to  account  for  the  killed 
and  wounded  in  each  day's  action.  I  may  be  able  to  say  something 
about  it  if  I  come  out  of  the  work  alive.  All  I  can  now  say  is  that  the 
slaughter  is  very  great.  Among  the  killed  this  day  is  the  commissary- 
general,  who  with  several  other  officers  lost  their  lives,  while  sitting  at 
dinner,  by  a  shell  which  burst  among  them. 
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10th. — ^The  enemy  opened  several  fiesh  batteries  to-day.  One  of  them 
commanded  the ''  Charon/'  on  which  they  began  to  cannonade  with  red>hot 
shot.  I  heard  of  her  danger  j&om  Tom  Rockets,  who  came  harrying  into 
the  battery  with  a  look  of  as  much  concern  as  if  the  town  had  been  taken. 

"  They're  at  her,  sir !"  he  exclaimed.  "  They're  blazing  away  like  fury,  and 
I  see'd  smoke,  when  last  I  looked  at  her,  coming  up  her  main-hatchway. 
Poor  old  barkie  !  I  don't  by  no  manner  of  means  like  the  look  of  things." 

I  could  ill  spare  any  of  my  people  from  the  battery,  bat  I  despatched 
a  master's  mate,  with  Grampus,  Rockets,  and  a  few  other  men,  to  render 
what  assistance  they  could.     They,  howeyer,  very  soon  returned. 

**  I  knoVd  it  would  be  so/'  exclaimed  old  Grampus,  throwing  down 
his  hat  and  almost  blubbering  outright  ^'  The  dear  old  barkie,  there's 
an  end  on  her.  I  know'd  she  was  to  have  ill  luck  from  the  time  we  first 
came  inside  them  capes  of  Virginia ;  but  I  didnt  think,  that  I  didn't, 
that  she'd  have  been  blown  to  blazes  by  them  infernal  hot  iron  balls, 
which  to  my  mind  ain't  fit  for  Christians  to  make  use  on,  that  they  ain't 
Well,  there  was  wo  a-waiting  for  a  boat  to  get  aboard  her,  though  I  didn't 
think  there  was  much  use,  seeing  she  was  in  a  blaze  from  stem  to  stem. 
In  a  few  minutes  the  flames  licked  and  coiled  themselves  up  round  the 
masts  and  spars  till  they  reached  the  mast-heads,  and  then  she  broke 
adrift  from  her  moorings,  and,  not  content  with  getting  burnt  herself, 
what  should  she  do  but  drive  aboard  a  transport  which  she  set  on  fire, 
and  then  there  the  two  were  burning  away  together,  without  the  power 
of  mortal  man  to  stop  them.  The  enemy  were  still  commanding  them, 
while  our  old  barkie,  to  show  that  she  was  game  to  the  last,  kept  firing 
away  her  own  guns  as  long  as  one  of  them  remained  mounted,  and  then 
up  she  went  in  a  shower  of  sparks  and  flames,  and  wasn't  long  in  burning 
to  the  water's  edge." 

The  master's  mate  told  me  that,  notwithstanding  the  circumstances 
Nol  had  described,  he  could  scarcely  restrain  him  and  the  other  men  from 
shoving  off  to  get  aboard  the  frigate.  The  inconvenience  we  suffered 
fiom  the  loss  of  our  things  was  not  to  be  compared  to  our  regret  for  the 
destruction  (for  her  rate)  of  one  of  the  finest  ships  in  the  Navy.  Scenes 
almost  indescribable  of  distress  and  death,  misery  and  suffering,  now 
crowd  around  us  on  every  side. 

This  evening  the  enemy,  having  mounted  more  of  his  artillery,  totally 
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silenced  No.  5  battery  oommanded  by  the  first  lieutenant  of  the '' Charon,'' 
the  shot  and  sheila  having  torn  np  his  platforms  and  dismounted  his 
guns.  He,  with  his  men,  was  therefore  obliged  to  quit  it.  At  ten  o'clock 
at  night  the  enemy  under  cover  of  their  guns  made  a  general  attack 
from  the  centre  to  the  left,  but  were  again  repulsed.  Twice  I  witnessed 
the  Hessians  give  way  before  the  enemy  in  front  of  my  works.  The 
cannonade  continued  all  night  'with  a  warmth  hitherto  unsurpassed. 
The  slaughter  in  all  parts  of  the  town  was  very  great.  We  were  occa- 
sionally employed  in  restoring  the  works  which  the  enemy  had  knocked 
down.  Not  a  moment  was  there  for  rest;  every  man  was  employed 
either  in  fighting  or  toiling  with  pickaxe  or  shovels*  Many  parts  of 
the  town  were  set  on  fire,  a  lurid  glare  being  cast  over  the  whole  scene, 
exposing  to  sight  the  falling  buildings,  the  brave  garrison  working 
their  guns  or  labouring  in  the  trenches,  the  wounded  carried  off  on 
litters,  the  dead  strewed  about  in  every  direction ;  the  whole  to  my 
idea  presenting  a  picture  more  awful  and  terrific  than  any  I  had  ever 
yet  beheld ;  yet  I  had  seen,  as-  may  be  remembered,  in  my  day  a  good 
deal  of  hard  fighting*  « 

llth. — No  words  of  mine  can  properly  describe  the  dreadful  condition 
to  which  our  small  but  brave  garrison  was  reduced.  The  enemy  this 
-  evening  began  their  second  parallel  by  which  they  advanced  three  hun- 
dred yards  nearer  to  us.  Their  fire  conUnned  incessant  from  heavy  artil- 
lery and  mortars,  and  we  opened  fresh  embiasoree  to  flank  their  works, 
keeping  up  a  constant  fire  from  all  the  howitzers  and  small  mortars  we 
possessed.  Upwards  of  a  thousand  shells  were  thrown  into  the  works 
this  night,  and  every  spot  alike  became  dangerous.  To  talk  of  the  thun- 
dering of  the  cannon,  the  cries  of  the  wounded,  and  the  shrieks  and  dis- 
tressing gestures  of  the  inhabitants,  whose  dwellings  were  in  flames,  and 
knew  not  where  to  seek  for  safety,  will  but  give  a  faint  picture  of  what 
was  taking  place.  Yet  amidst  all  this  havock,  destruction,  and  sufleiing, 
the  known  scarcity  of  everything  necessary  to  prolong  the  siege,  no  mur- 
muring was  heard.  Not  a  wish  was  expressed  to  give  up  the  town  while 
the  most  distant  hope  remained  of  our  being  relieved.  On  the  contrary, 
our  gallant  little  army,  taking  example  from  their  chief,  exhibited  the 
most  undaunted  resolution,  and  hourly  gave  proof  of  their  attachment  to 
the  noble  general  who  had  so  often  led  them  on  to  victory  in  the  field. 
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One  man  tKere  is,  and  one  only,  who  may  well  tremble  at  the  result. 
Often  do  I  think  of  him  and  what  his  hie  will  be  if  the  place  is  taken  by 
assault.  Yet,  strange  to  say,  he  appears  as  cool  and  fearless  as  the  rest 
On  this  night  the  enemy  burnt  several  transports  with  red-hot  shot  and 
sunk  two  others  from  a  battery  on  the  left.  The  inhabitants  who  still 
remained  in  the  town  and  other  non-combatants  were  now  living  in  holes 
under  the  cliffs  or  along  the  shore  by  the  river  side.  Even  there,  how- 
ever, they  were  not  safe,  the  shot  finding  them  out  in  their  places  of  refuge 
and  destroying  numbers  of  them.  My  great  anxiety  was  for  Colonel 
Carlyon.  He  was  recovering  from  his  wounds,  but  I  dreaded  lest  a  stray 
shot  or  shell  might  penetrate  the  hospital,  and  that  he  might  share  the 
fate  of  so  many  of  our  own  people.  I  sent  him  a  message  whenever  I 
had  an  opportunity,  and  received  many  kind  expressions  from  him  in 
return. 

12th. — At  eight  o'clock  this  morning  the  enemy  sunk  one  of  the  fire- 
ships  from  a  fresh  battery  thrown  up  during  the  night.  All  day  a  hot 
fire  was  kept  up  from  it  which  almost  completed  the  destruction  of  the 
shipping  intended  for  the  defence  of  th«  town  against  an  attack  by  sea. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  chief  officer  of  artillery  waited  on  the  commodore 
with  a  message  from  Lord  Comwallis,  requesting  that  the  lieutenants  of  the 
navy  with  their  men  should  move  on  from  the  right  into  the  homwork 
on  the  left,  which  the  crews  of  the  transports  had  quitted  in  consequence 
of  the  heavy  fire  to  which  it  was  exposed.  It  was  every  instant  expected 
that  the  enemy  would  storm  the  works.  Hearing  this,  I  immediately 
volunteered  to  work  this  battery,  and  set  off  for  it  accordingly  with  a  mid- 
shipman and  thirty-six  seamen,  it  being  understood  that  I  was  to  be  re- 
lieved in  eight  hours  by  the  first  lieutenant.  In  fifty-two  minutes  after 
my  arrival  in  the  homwork  the  enemy  silenced  the  three  left  guns  by 
closing  the  embrasures,  and  shortly  afterwards  they  dismounted  a  twelve- 
pounder,  knocked  off  the  muzzles  of  two  eighteens,  and  for  the  last  hour 
and  a  half  of  the  time  I  had  undertaken  to  hold  the  post  left  me  with  one 
eighteen-pounder.  Although  even  a  part  of  its  muzzle  also  was  shot  away, 
I  kept  up  a  fire  with  it,  determining  to  hold  out  to  the  last.  My  poor 
fellows  were  falling  thick  around  me.  Numbers  had  been  wounded ; 
scarcely  one  had  escaped ;  eight  had  been  kiUed.  Tom  Bockets  had  re- 
ceived a  bad  injury  on  one  arm ;  still  he  worked  away  with  the  other, 
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helping  as  best  he  could  to  load  and  fire  the  gun.  The  midshipman,  Nol 
Grampus,  and  I  were  the  only  men  in  the  battery  uninjured.  Old  Nol 
stood  as  upright  and  undaunted  as  ever.  The  gun  had  just  been  loaded ; 
he  held  the  match  in  his  hand ;  he  T^as  about  to  fire.  At  that  instant 
I  saw  a  shell  pitching  into  the  battery.  Our  gun  went  off.  Its  roar 
seemed  louder  than  before.  At  the  same  instant  there  was  the  noise  of 
the  bursting  of  the  shell.  I  was  covered  with  dust  and  smoke.  It 
cleared  away,  but  when  I  looked  out  for  Grampus,  expecting  to  see  him 
at  the  gun,  he  was  gone.  A  little  way  off  lay  a  mangled  fonn.  I  ran  up. 
It  was  that  of  my  old  Mthful  follower  and  friend.  He  knew  me,  but  he 
was  breathing  out  his  last. 

"  I  knowed  it  would  be  so,  Mr.  Hurry,"  he  whispered,  as  I  stooped 
down  over  him.  "  When  I  saw  the  old  barkie  go  I  knowed  that  the 
days  of  many  on  us  was  numbered.  I'd  have  like  to  have  seen  the  war 
ended,  and  you,  Mr.  Hurry,  made  happy.  Bless  you,  my  boy,  bless  you  ! 
You've  always  showed  your  love  for  the  old  seaman.  Well,  it's  all  right. 
I  don't  fear  to  die.  He  who  rules  np  aloft  knows  what's  best.  He  will 
have  mercy  on  a  poor  ignorant  sailor  who  trusts  on  One  who  came  on 
earth  to  save  him.  That's  my  religion.  Ton  stick  to  that,  boy !  I  can't 
see.     I'm  cold,  very  cold." 

I  took  my  old  friend's  hand.  He  pressed  it  feintly.  "  Thank  ye, 
thank  ye,"  I  thought  he  said.  His  lips  moved  for  a  few  moments,  then 
suddenly  he  fell  back.  A  shudder  passed  through  his  frame  and  he  was 
gone.  A  better  or  a  braver  seaman  than  Nol  Grampus  never  died  fight- 
ing  for  his  sovereign's  cause. 

I  had  to  spring  up  and  help  work  the  gun,  for  another  of  my  poor 
fellows  was  just  knocked  over.  I  looked  at  my  watch.  It  was  the  time 
my  relief  should  arrive,  and  time  it  was,  for  the  midshipman  and  I  were 
the  only  two  now  remaining  unhurt.  Out  of  the  thirty-six  men  who  fol- 
lowed me  into  the  battery  nine  lay  dead,  eight  more  were  breathing  out 
their  last  on  the  ground,  and  of  the  nineteen  others  most  had  lost  either 
an  arm  or  a  leg. 

At  last  my  brother  officer  with  some  men  appeared.  He  stood  aghast, 
as  well  he  might,  at  the  spectacle  presented  to  him.  As  he  was  approach- 
ing me  a  shell  fell  in  the  space  between  us,  sending  its  fragments  in  every 
direction.     I  felt  that  I  was  wounded,  and,  staggering  back,  I  fell  to  the 
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ground.  My  brother  officer  tan  to  lift  me  up.  I  found  that  I  had  been 
struck  on  the  right  leg  and  received  a  seyere  contusion  on  the  head,  but 
in  a  few  minutes  I  was  able  to  stand.  The  midshipman  also  was  wounded 
in  the  arm  bj  the  same  shell,  and  he  and  I  were  the  only  two  people  able 
to  walk  out  of  the  battery.  Of  the  others  several  died  before  they  were 
removed.  I  left  it  at  a  quarter-past  six,  and  on  my  way  past  the  redoubt, 
where  he  had  been  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  I  received  the  thanks  of 
my  Lord  Comwallis  for  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  my  gallantry  and 
determination. 

13th. — ^Too  clearly  does  it  appear  that  a  struggle  in  which  we  can 
scarcely  hope  to  be  the  vittors  is  approaching.  The  besiegers  have  greatly 
augmented  the  number  of  their  guns  and  mortars  in  the  works  of  their 
second  parallel,  while  our  lines,  it  is  evident,  are  becoming  every  hour  more 
and  more  defenceless.  Even  the  most  sanguine  begin  to  despair  of  the 
arrival  of  relief  in  time  to  save  the  garrison  firom  a  surrender,  although 
the  commander-in-chief  at  Kew  York  sends  us  assurance  that  he  will 
come  to  our  aid ;  but  he  has  not  started,  and  any  hour  may  seal  our  fate. 

At  five  this  evening,  in  spite  of  my  wound,  I  again  quitted  my  battery 
on  the  right,  having  volunteered  to  command  two  eighteen-pounders  on  the 
left.  I  kept  up  a  constant  fire  with  them  all  night  on  the  enemy's  works. 
In  the  morning  the  battery  was  masked,  and  I  and  my  people  returned 
to  our  own  works. 

14th. — Our  works  were  now  in  every  direction  reduced  almost  to  heaps 
of  rains,  and  incapable  of  withstanding  the  tremendous  fire  poured  into 
them  by  the  enemy's  artillery,  which,  from  want  of  ammunition,  we  had  no 
power  of  silencing.  Considerable  breaches  were  made  in  our  strongest 
batteries  and  redoubts ;  indeed,  it  was  too  evident  that  they  were  no 
longer  tenable.  Early  this  morning  the  enemy  sunk  another  fire-ship 
and  two  transports;  at  seven  in  the  evening  they  attempted  to  storm 
the  flanking  redoubts  to  the  right,  but  were  repulsed  with  consider- 
able loss.  We  were  all  kept  on  the  qui  vive,  for  it  was  evident  that 
they  had  not  done  with  us  yet.  This  was  proved  at  nine  o'clock, 
when  we  were  warned  that  they  were  advancing  against  us  with  a 
force  believed  to  be  not  less  than  17,000  men.  Prom  right  to  left 
they  came  on,  with  drums  beating  and  loud  huzzas,  and  attempted  to 
storm  our  works.     We  opened  on  them  with  all  our  guns   firom  one 
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end  of  OUT  works  to  the  other.  They  replied  with  their  musketij, 
and  it  may  well  be  supposed  how  terrific  appeared  that  blaze  of  fire 
extending  throughout  the  whole  length  of  that  wide-stretching  line.  It 
was  a  sight  which,  although  many  are  the  battles  I  have  seen,  I  shall 
never  forget.  Then  there  were  the  burning  houses,  the  bursting  shells, 
the  roar  of  the  artillery,  the  rattle  of  the  musketry,  the  crashing  of  ftdling 
buildings,  the  blowing-up  of  mines,  the  cries  of  the  combatants,  the 
shrieks  of  the  wounded,  the  loud  clang  of  the  martial  bands,  the  wild 
huzzas  of  the  stormers,  the  defiant  shouts  of  our  gallant  fellows, — all 
these  must  be  thrown  in,  and  yet  after  all  no  adequate  conception  can  be 
formed  of  that  midnight  scene  of  slaughter  and  destruction.  Our  men 
fought  fiercely  and  desperately ;  soldiers  and  sailors  vied  with  each  other 
in  their  feats  of  gallantry.  Bravely  they  stood  at  the  breaches  in  our 
crumbling  works ;  the  sick  and  wounded  rushed  to  the  trenches.  I  heard 
a  voice  neaic  me  which  I  recognized  as  that  of  Tom  Rockets. 

"  I  thought  you  had  been  in  your  bed,  Tom,"  said  L 

"  So  I  was,  sir,"  he  answered ;  "but  I  couldn't  stay  there  when  this 
sort  of  fun  was  going  on,  so  as  Td  yet  one  arm  at  liberty  I  thought  as 
how  I'd  come  and  use  it  alongside  you,  Mr.  Huny  ;  I  knew  you 
wasn't  over  well  to  do  either." 

Tom  had  no  jacket  on,  and  his  arm  was  bound  up  just  as  it  had  been 
when  he  managed  to  make  his  escape  from  the  hospitaL  Although  in 
most  diroctioj^s  we  drove  the  enemy  back,  they  managed  to  cany  two 
of  our  flanking  redoubts  on  the  left,  which  had  hithexto  retarded 
their  approaches,  when  nearly  all  the  poor  fellows  in  them  werei^ 
as  IB  generally  the  case  when  a  post  is  taken  by  storm,  put  to  the 
bayonet. 

15th. — ^The  enemy  lost  no  time  in  throwing  up  a  line  of  communication 
between  the  two  flanking  redoubts,  which  they  perfected  before  daylight 
The  consequence  of  this  to  us  was  most  disastrous,  for  they  would  now 
rake  the  whole  of  our  lines.  Still  we  persevered  and  returned,  though  it 
must  be  owned  but  feebly,  the  vigorous  fire  they  kept  up  on  us. 

16th. — ^At  haK-past  four  in  the  morning,  Lord  Gomwallis  directed  a 
sortie  to  be  made  in  order  to  destroy  or  to  spike  the  guns  in  one  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  which  was  causing  us  most  annoyance.  The  party  con- 
sisted of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  the  guards,    the  light 
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infantry  and  the  SOth  regiment,  l^ever  have  I  seen  a  more  spirited 
or  dashing  affair.  Away  they  went,  nor  stopped  till  they  had  sur- 
mounted  the  enemy's  works,  which  were  found  to  be  occupied  by 
French  troops,  upwards  of  a  hundredtbf  whom  were  bayoneted.  Eleven 
guns  were  spiked  and  in  five  minutes  they  "were  back  again  within 
our  lines  with  the  loss  only  of  twelve  killed  and  wounded.  Scarcely 
anything  took  place  in  the  garrison  with  which  the  enemy  were  not  made 
acquainted.  The  general,  therefore,-  never  allowed  any  of  his  intentions 
to  transpire  tiU  the  moment  of  execution.  It  was  therefore  without 
much  surprise  that  I  heard  at  midnight  that  boats  were  in  readiness 
to  convey  the  troops  over  to  the  Gloucester  side,  and  that  the  seamen 
were  to  keep  up  as  heavy  a  fire  as  we  could  to  deceive  the  enemy.  When 
the  troops  had  passed  over  we  were  to  make  a  rush  for  the  boats  and  get 
across  to  follow  them  as  best  we  could.  What  was  then  to  be  done  we 
were  left  to  divine.  The  sick  and  wounded  and  prisoners,  and  our 
guns  and  stores,  were  of  course  to  be  abandoned.  Scarcely  had  I  heard 
of  the  proposed  plan  before  I  found  that  the  embarkation  had  commenced. 
The  night  had  been  threatening,  and  now  a  storm  with  wind  and  rain, 
thunder  and  lightning,  such  as  I  had  not  often  witnessed,  commenced 
and  increased  in  fury.  It  made  our  work  easier  in  deceiving  the  enemy, 
though  our  artillery  seemed  but  a  mockery  of  the  thunder  of  the  skies. 
Our  gallant  seamen  felt  that  the  safety  of  the  army  depended  on  their 
exertions,  and  in  spite  of  the  showers  of  shot  and  shell  falling  among  us 
all  night,  most  nobly  did  they  stand  to  their  guns.  The  time  was  approach- 
ing when  I  expected  to  receive  orders  to  call  them  off  &om  the  lines  that 
we  might  commence  our  retreat.  O'Driscoll  was  engaged  in  the  embarka- 
tion of  the  troops.  He  was  to  come  when  they  had  crossed  to  assist  me 
in  managing  the  retreat  of  the  seamen.  At  length  I  heard  his  voice  in 
my  battery. 

''All  right,"  I  exclaimed.  '' One  shot  more  and  we'll  make  a  run  for 
it." 

''  Kot  at  all  right,"  was  his  answer.  ''  The  plan  has  fedled,  and  if  the 
enemy  discover  our  condition  we  are  done  for.  I  came  to  stop  you  horn 
leaving  your  ghns." 

''  What  has  happened  1"  I  exclaimed. 

''  The  larger  part  of  the  army  were  got  across  in  safety  when  the  gale 
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increased  so  much  that  I  hegan  to  doubt  the  possibility  of  passing  over 
any  more.  Eren  the  empty  boats  could  scarcely  make  head  against  it. 
I  was  going  to  represent  this  to  the  commodoie,  when  I  found  that  two 
of  the  boats  full  of  troops  had  drifted  down  the  river  before  the  gale.  If 
the  poor  fellows  in  them  have  escaped  drowning,  they  will  by  daylight  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  settled  the  question ;  the  further 
embarkation  of  the  troops  has  been  stopped,  and  now  I  must  hurry 
away  to  endeavour  to  get  the  main  body  back  again  before  our  manoeuvre 
is  discovered." 

The  troops  remaining  on  the  York  side  once  more  returned  to  the 
lines,  and  the  night  passed  away,  as  had  many  previous  nights,  both 
sides  keeping  up  a  heavy  cannonade  with  the  addition  of  the  fearful 
storm  which  raged  till  long  after  the  sun  had  risen  on  the  scene  of 
slaughter  and  destruction. 

The  plan  formed  by  our  noble  general  was  worthy  of  him,  desperate  as 
it  may  appear,  and  would,  I  believe,  have  succeeded  had  not  the 
elements  been  against  him.  Sallying  j&om  the  lines  at  Gloucester  Point 
as  soon  as  all  the  army  had  crossed  over,  he,  intended  to  attack  the 
camp  of  the  French  cavalry,  mount  the  infantry  on  their  horses,  and 
push  on  by  rapid  marches  towards  the  north,  till  he  could  form  a 
junction  with  such  forces  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton  might  send  out  to  his 
support.  Part  of  the  navy  and  a  small  body  of  troops  were  to  be 
left  behind  to  arrange  terms  for  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  for  our  poor 
wounded  and  sick  men,  who  could  not  be  moved.  The  baggage  also 
of  course  was  to  have  been  abandoned.  Had  the  plan  succeeded,  it  would 
have  been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  gallant  exploits  on  record. 
Still  many  lives  might  have  been  sacrificed  and  no  adequate  object 
obtained,  so  I  doubt  not  that  events  turned  out  for  the  best. 

17th. — At  length  the  storm  began  to  abate,  but  great  was  our  anxiety 
lest  the  enemy  should  discover  our  situation  and  attack  us.  Happily 
they  did  not  come  on,  and  by  noon  we  were  able  to  bring  back  that 
part  of  the  army  which  had  crossed  the  river.  Our  generals  held  a 
council  of  war,  and  it  became  known  that  the  sad  hour  had  arrived  when 
we  must  sue  for  terms  with  the  enemy  or  undergo  all  the  dangers  of 
an  assault  with  the  certainty  of  being  defeated  at  last.  With  feelings 
of  sorrow    and  regret  we  saw  the  flag  of  truce  depart.     "We  waited 
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the  lesult  with  anxiety.  Whatever  were  the  terms  proposed  they  were 
peremptorily  refused  by  the  enemy,  and  our  brave  general  determined  to 
hold  out  for  one  day  more  on  the  bare  possibility  of  relief  arriving  from 
New  York.  The  fire  accordingly  recommenced  on  both  sides  with  greater 
fury  than  before. 

18th. — ^During  the  whole  momingthe  fire  from  all  the  batteries  continued 
with  unabated  warmth,  though  one  after  the  other  our  guns  were  becoming 
useless.  I  continued  working  away  at  mine  with  gloomy  desperation.  I 
was  suffering  from  my  wounds,  from  &tigue,  and  from  hunger  too,  for  our 
provisions  had  almost  failed  us.  I  could  have  gone  on,  however,  as  long 
as  a  man  remained  alive  to  help  me  wodt  my  guns.  At  last  a  shot  came 
through  the  embrasure  at  which  was  a  gun  I  was  on  the  point  of  firing. 
Suddenly  I  felt  my  arm  jerked  up— the  match  dropped  from  my  nerveless 
arm,  and  I  fell.  At  that  moment  the  signal  was  given  to  cease  firing. 
Another  fiag  of  troce  was  going  forth.  I  felt  that  I  was  desperately 
wounded — I  believed  that  my  last  hour  had  come. 

It  was  just  then  four  o'clock.  This  was  nearly  the  last  shot  fired  during 
that  hateful  and  firatricidal  war.  Angels  were  rejoicing  that  blood  had 
ceased  to  flow,  though  proud  British  hearts  were  sad  and  humbled  at  the 
thoughts  of  their  defeat  That  hour  struck  the  knell  of  England's  supre- 
macy in  the  West,  and  gave  forth  the  first  glad  notes  of  the  establishment 
of  American  Independence.  Directly  afterwards  the  cannonade  from  the 
side  of  the  enemy  ceased  along  the  whole  extent  of  their  line. 

My  men,  when  they  saw  me  on  the  ground,  lifted  me  up,  and  placed 
me  on  a  litter  already  deeply  stained  with  blood.  O'DriscoU  arrived,  and 
sincere  was  the  sorrow  and  commiseration  he  expressed  when  he  saw  me. 
I  inquired  for  Colonel  Carlyon,  and  entreated  that  I  might  be  conveyed 
to  where  he  wa& 

I  felt  a  longing  desire  to  see  Madeline's  father  once  more,  and  to  send 
by  him,  should  he  survive,  my  last  message  of  love  and  devotion  to  her. 
I  thought  that  he  would  not  hesitate  about  delivering  them. 

"  I  will  inquire  where  your  friend  the  colonel  is,"  answered  O'DriscoU. 
**  He  was  removed,  I  know,  for  the  house  where  he  lay  was  too  much 
battered  to  be  longer  tenable.  I  am  uncertain  to  what  quarters  he  has 
been  removed." 

My  heart  sank  within  me  when  I  heard  these  words^  for  I  fully  believed 
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that  Colonel  Carlyon  had  been  killed,  and  that  O'DiiscoU  was  unwilling 
to  wound  my  feelings  by  the  information.  My  men  now  moved  on  with 
me  through  the  town.  I  need  not  again  describe  the  scenes  I  witnessed — 
the  dead  scattered  about — piles  of  ruins,  houses  battered  and  blackened — 
the  remnant  of  the  inhabitants  wandering  about  looking  for  their  lost 
friends,  maimed  and  wounded  soldiers  and  seamen — gaunt,  pale  and 
starved — others  still  unhurt,  looking  angry  and  sullen  at  the  thought  of  our 
defeat.  Officers  were  standing  about  in  groups,  greeting  each  other  with  . 
vexed  and  sorrowful  looks.  I  was  suffering  too  much  physically  to  feel 
deeply  on  the  matter,  but  my  sensations  were  of  a  very  mixed  character, 
and  I  do  not  feel  that  it  was  derogatory  to  my  character,  as  a  loyal  subject 
of  his  Majesty,  or  as  a  British  officer,  to  say  that  I  heartily  prayed  that 
the  war  might  be  over,  even  though  the  proposed  humiliating  surrender 
might  be  the  last  great  event  connected  with  it  After  I  had  been  con- 
veyed through  several  ruined,  half-burned  streets,  my  bearers  at  length 
stopped  at  a  house  where  O'DriscoU  told  me  he  believed  Colonel  Carlyon 
was  to  be  found. 

Such  was  the  case.  Though  sitting  up,  he  was  unable  to  walk.  The 
expression  of  sorrow  and  commiseration  which  lit  up  his  countenance,  and 
the  kind  words  with  which  he  greeted  me,  gave  me  the  assurance  that  I 
was  regarded  by  him  in  the  light  I  desired.  It  was  some  time  before  a 
surgeon  could  attend  me — so  many  more  uigent  cases  dftmaaiding  the  cure 
of  the  medical  men  in  every  direction.  In  the  meantime  notice  was 
brought  us  that  a  cessation  of  arms  had  been  agreed  on,  and  which  time 
was  afterwards  increased  till  the  foUowing  day. 

Like  a  Mher  or  a  fond  brother  did  Colonel  Carlyon  tend  me  all  that 
night,  refusing  to  lie  down  till  my  wounds  had  been  dressed,  and  I  had 
sunk  into  the  slumber  I  so  much  needed. 

19th. — The  day — painful,  though  scarcely  to  be  called  humiliating,  to 
the  brave  army  which  had  so  heroically  endured  that  desperate  if  not 
protracted  siege — ^at  length  arrived.  Lord  Comwallis,  finding  that  our 
enemies  had  resolved  to  grant  us  alone  the  terms  which  they  had  pre- 
viously offered — that  we  had  not  as  yet  experienced  the  effect  of  the  fire 
from  the  flanking  redoubts,  armed  with  numerous  pieces  of  heavy  artillery 
ready  to  open  on  us — ^that  our  garrison  was  now  reduced  to  scarcely  three 
thousand  effective  men,  in  want  both  of  provisions  and  ammunition^ 

H  h  2  {  I 
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felt  that  the  only  coarse  open  to  him,  to  prevent  the  horrors  of  an  assault, 
and  to  save  the  lives  of  the  remainder  of  his  troops,  was  to  accept 
them.  Accordingly,  at  noon,  the  army  surrendered  prisonersof-war  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  while  the  navy  became  prisoners  by 
arrangement  to  the  Compte  de  Grasse.  At  one  o'clock  a  regiment  of 
American  troops,  followed  by  one  of  French,  took  pssoession  of  the 
works,  with  drums  beating  and  colours  flying,  when  the  British  flag  was 
struck,  and  that  of  America  displayed  in  its  stead.  At  three  o'clock  the 
British  troops  marched  out,  with  drums  beating  and  colours  cased,  towards 
the  enemy's  lines.  There  in  a  wide  field  were  drawn  up  the  armies  of 
the  allies,  with  the  generals  ready  to  receive  them.  Proud  and  happy, 
indeed,  must  Washington  and  his  brethren-in-arms  have  felt  at  this,  to 
them,  glorious  termination  of  the  struggle. 

Sullen  and  sad  looked  our  men,  I  was  told,  as,  with  gestures  of  impa- 
tience and  vexation,  they  grounded  their  arms,  and  then  marched  back 
into  the  town.  At  the  same  time  the  enemy  took  possession  of  all  our 
lines  and  works.  My  wounds,  though  severe,  were  not  dangerous,  and  I 
was  able  to  take  an  interest  in  all  that  was  going  forward,  and  to  receive 
the  visits  of  friends  who  came  to  inquire  after  me  and  to  offer  me  assis- 
tance. With  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  garrison  on  the  day  we 
surrendered,  I  can  state  positively  that,  on  a  correct  muster,  we  were 
unable  to  march  out  more  than  two  thousand  five  hundred  men.  We 
found,  therefore,  that  we  had  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  upwards  of  a 
thousand,  and  from  sickness  four  hundred  and  fifty.  From  this  calcu- 
lation it  will  be  seen  that  we  had  about  a  hundred  and  ten  killed  and 
wounded  every  day  after  the  enemy  opened  their  batteries.  The  remaining 
troops  were  at  Gloucester,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the  works  of 
which  they  bravely  defended  to  the  last. 

.  The  ruinous  condition  of  the  town  and  works,  which  altogether  did  not 
cover  half  a  mile  of  ground  in  length  and  nothing  like  it  in  width,  may 
be  conceived  by  the  accounts  I  have  already  given.  I  may  remark  that 
from  one  end  to  the  other  it  was  strewed  with  shot  and  shell,  and  had  truly 
the  appearance  of  a  ploughed  field.  I  must  not  close  my  account  of  the 
public  events  of  this  memorable  period  without  speaking  of  the  civility 
and  humanity  the  English  prisoners  received  from  the  French — so  different 
to  that  which  I  experienced  when  I  fell  into  their  hands  at  St.  Domingo. 
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They  showed  evident  compassion  for  our  condition^  and  not  only  rendered 
lis  eveiy  delicate  attention,  in  their  power,  but  gave  the  officers  a  captain's 
guard  of  grenadiers  to  guard  them  from  the  insolence  and  abuse  of  the 
American  soldiers,  who  showed,  it  was  said,  much  disposition  to  ill-treat 
and  rob  them.  The  excitement  and  the  great  exertion  made  by  all  had 
hitherto  kept  at  bay  the  attacks  of  sickness  from  many  who  now  began, 
their  toils  over,  to  suCcumb  to  them.  Intermittent  fevers  appeared,  and 
few,  I  believe,  escaped.  Among  those  who  died  was  my  gallant  friend 
and  brother  officer,  Lieutenant  Conway,  whose  name  I  have  before 
frequently  mentioned.  For  my  own  part,  I  received  the  greatest  personal 
kindness  both  £rom  Americans  and  French.  Those  especially  who  had  at 
any  time  received  any  attention  from  the  English  seemed  anxious  on  this 
occasion  to  exhibit  their  gratitude.  Among  them  I  must  particularly 
mention  Monsieur  Clenard  who  commanded  the  '^  Compte  D'Artois,"  the 
French  ship  we  and  the  "  Bienfaisant "  took  off  Ireland.  He  now  com- 
manded one  of  the  ships  of  war  in  the  French  fleet.  He  showed  the 
"  Charon's,"  in  particular,  every  mark  of  esteem  and  kindness.  So  did  a 
French  officer  we  took  in  the  "  P^gy  "  privateer,  when  we  went  in  search 
of  the  French  fleet,  and  whom  we  had  properly  treated  when  he  was  on 
board  us.  Such  conduct  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  the  French,  and 
authorizes  them  to  expect,  should  any  of  their  people  at  any  time  by  the 
chances  of  war  fall  into  our  hands,  the  same  kindness  and  consideration. 
The  American  officers  were  not  backward  in  the  same  liberal  and 
generous  conduct.  I  had  on  one  occasion — I  omitted  to  mention  it — an 
opportunity  of  showing  a  favour  to  the  son  of  a  Colonel  Matthews  in  the 
American  army.  Colonel  Matthews  immediately  came  and  offered  money, 
servants  and  horses,  and  invited  me  to  his  house  as  soon  as  I  could  be 
moved.  Mr.  Jones  also,  a  gentleman  residing  at  Hampton,  whose  family 
I  had  met  there,  sent  the  instant  he  heard  wo  had  been  defeated  to 
ascertain  how  he  could  best  serve  me,  and  wrote  to  assure  me  that, 
should  I  decide  to  remain  on  my  parole  in  America,  he  would  request 
General  Washington  to  allow  me  to  reside  at  his  house,  and  that  money 
or  anything  he  had  was  at  my  service.  Just  at  the  same  time  I  received 
a  similar  message  from  Mrs.  Langton,  whose  house  was  not  more  than  seven 
miles  from  York  Town.  I  need  scarcely  say  that,  grateful  as  I  felt  for  all 
the  other  offers  of  kindness  I  had  received,  I  resolved,  should  I  have  the 
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power,  to  accept  hers.  The  public  eirenti  vrhick  took  place  on  the  days 
subsequent  to  the  surrender  may  not  be  considered  of  general  interest 
On  the  20th  the  French  ships  of  war  came  up  the  harbour,  and  on  the 
following  day  the  British  troops  were  marched  into  the  countiy,  where 
they  were  to  be  distributed,  and  kept  as  prisoners  of  war  till  the  conclusion 
of  peace.  The  seamen  still  remained  in  the  town.  On  the  2l8ty  paroles 
of  honour  were  granted  to  the  officeis  of  the  Navy,  who  were  to  go  to 
Europe  in  flags  of  truce  with  all  the  seamen  and  marines.  Eveiy  exertion 
was  ntade  to  fit  out  the  vessels  remaining  in  the  harbour  for  this  purpose, 
but  it  was  not  till  the  2nd  of  November  that  they  were  ready  to  take  their 
departure.  On  the  very  day  we  capitulated,  Sir  Heniy  Clinton,  with  a 
laige  fleet  of  line-of-battle  ships  and  frigates,  with  seven  thousand  of  his 
best  troops,  set  sail  £rom  New  York.  .  He  did  not  appear  off  the  Capes  of 
Yiiginia  till  the  24th,  when,  hearing  what  had  occurred,  he  returned  to 
New  York.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  26th  of  January,  1732,  that  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Paris,  the  happy  news  of  which  reached 
Philadelphia  on  the  23rd  of  March.     But  I  am  anticipating  events. 

Colonel  Carlyon  was  sufficiently  recovered  two  days  after  the  surrender 
of  York  Town  to  be  removed  to  Mrs.  Langton's,  but  several  days  elapsed 
before  I  was  able  to  follow  him,  when. I  obtained  permission  from  the 
commodore  as  well  as  from  the  Compte  de  Gzasse,  .to  remain  in  America  till 
my  health  was  restored.  I  had  an  afiGBctionate  parting  with  O'JDriflcoUaiid 
with  my  old  follower,  Tom  Eockets,  who  were  the  bearers  of  many  messages 
from  me  to  my  &mily. 

''  Tell  them,  O'DriscoU,"  said  I,  **  that  though  I  am  a  loyal  subject  of 
King  George,  I  see  no  reason  why  I  should  not  win  the  hand,  as  I  believe 
I  have  the  heart,  of  a  daughter  of  America." 

"  You're  right,  my  dear  boy,"  he  answered,  "  You'll  be  doing  the  most 
loyal  thing  in  your  power,  for  you'll  be  winning  back  asul^jectwhi)  would 
otherwise  be  loet^  and  gaining  ntany.  little  subjects  too,  maybe>  old  fellow," 
he  added,  with  a  poke  in  my  wounded  ribs  which  almost  upset  me. 

At  length  a  litter  was  brought  into  my  room,  and  I  was  carried  in  it  on 
men's  shoulders  to  the  house  of  myinenda.  What  wocds  oi  mine  can 
do  justice  to  the  generous  kindness  and  the  delicate  attention  with  which 
I  was  treated  by  all  the  family,  and  the  marks  of  tender  affection  I  received 
from  one  who  was  there  to  welcome  me  ?    When  I  first  looked  up,  after  I 
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had  been  placed  on  the  bed  piepaied  for  my  wounded  fonui  Madeline 
stood  by  my  side.  My  wounds  healed.  I  rapidly  recovered  my  strength, 
and  then  the  depressing  feeling  of  my  poverty,  of  my  utter  inability  to 
support  a  wife  as  I  desired  that  Madeline  should  be  maintained,  came  over 
me.     She  ascertained  the  cause  of  my  despondency. 

"  But  papa  can  obtain  employment  for  you,"  she  remarked.  "  Why  not> 
when  there  is  peace,  leave  the  British  Navy  and  enter  that  of  the  United 
States  1     Surely  it  is  equally  honourable ! " 

Little  did  she  know,  when  she  said  that>  how,  with  all  its  faults,  I  loved 
the  glorious  Navy  of  England:  I  perhaps  scarcely  knew  myself,  till 
the  sensations  which  the  suggestion  conjured  up  in  my  bosom  told  me. 
Even  the  idea  of  quitting  the  sea  and  following  some  occupation  on  shore 
had  not  the  attraction  for  me  which  might  have  been  supposed.  Still 
I  had  resolved  to  adopt  the  latter  alternative  if  her  father  would  bestow 
her  hand  on  me.  He  had  been  absent  for  some  time,  attending  to 
public  afifairs.  At  length  he  returned.  I  explained  to  him  my  position. 
I  thought  he  looked  grave  and  sad  as  I  went  on  speaking, 

'*  I  have  been  under  a  mistake,"  he  observed.  "  I  thought  that  you 
were  in  the  expectation  of  receiving  a  good  property,  and  that  you 
would  have  the  means  of  supporting  my  dear  child.  This  war  has 
rained  my  estate,  and  I  am  but  little  able  to  leave  her  anything.  It 
will  be  better  for  you  both  to  part ;  I  grieve  that  you  should  have  again 
met." 

These  words  pierced  me  to  the  heart,  and  overthrew  all  the  bright 
visions  I  had  coiijured  up.  They  were  so  unlike,  too,  what  I  expected 
to  hear  from  him.  I  pressed  my  hands  on  my  face  and  groaned.  I 
dared  not  meet  Madeline.  I  thought  that,  too  probably,  he  would 
prohibit  me  from  seeing  her  again.  I  sat  the  picture  of  despair.  Just 
then  a  negro  servant  entered  the  room,  and  gave  a  packet  of  letters 
to  the  colonel.  He  handed  me  one  with  a  black  seal.  Another 
blow.  Some  other  member  of  my  family  dead.  It  is  too  bitter. 
I  cannot  stand  this.  Ill  go  to  sea  again,  and  hope  that  in  mercy  I 
may  lose  that  life  which  has  become  too  burdensome  to  bear.  Such 
thoughts  (wrong  and  impious  I  know  they  were)  passed  through  my 
mind  as  I  kept  the  letter  in  my  hand  before  breaking  the  seaL  I 
looked  at  the  superscription.     It  was  from  my  dear  sister  Jane.     I  tore  it 
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opeiL  The  contents  soon  riveted  my  attention.  It  was  not  long.  One 
passage  ran  thus : — 

"  Some  weeks  ago,  our  old  relation,  Sir  Hurricane  Tempest,  much  to 
our  surprise,  sent  to  ask  one  of  us  to  go  and  nurse  him,  saying  that  he 
was,  he  believed,  on  his  death-bed,  and  beseeching  us  to  have  compas- 
sion on  a  friendless,  childless  old  man.  The  lot  fell  on  me.  I  found 
him  very  different  to  what  I  expected,  and  interested  in  all  matters 
concerning  us»  Do  you  remember.  Hurry,  rescuing  an  old  gentleman 
from  the  mob  in  London  during  the  Lord  George  Gordon  riots?  That 
was  Sir  Hurricane  himself.  He  knew  you  ;  and  when  I  told  him  about 
you,  and  that  you  had  fallen  in  love  with  an  American  lady,  the  daughter 
of  a  rebel,  and  that  you  had  no  means  of  marrying  her,  he  answered, 
'But  he  shall  have  the  means.  I'll  give  them  to  him.  I  like  his 
spirit.  I.  like  her.  Her  friends  have  espoused  the  right  side — the  side 
of  liberty.  They  were  not  afraid  to  stand  up  boldly  against  tyranny 
and  injustice.  Tell  him  I  shall  be  happy  to  welcome  the  little  rebel 
as  my  niece,  if  I  live,  and,  at  aU  events,  to  know  that  her  children 
will  inherit  my  property.*  Soon  after  this  our  kind  old  uncle  died,  and 
he  has  left  you,  as  far  as  I  can  understand,  fully  three  thousand  a  year/' 

How  my  heart  bounded  when  I  heard  these  words !  I  handed  the  letter 
to  Colonel  Carlyon.    He  rose  and  took  my  hand. 

**  I  had  not  intended  to  be  very  stem  when,  just  now,  I  spoke  to  you," 
he  said,  and  I  knew  that  he  spoke  the  truth.  ''  I  wished  to  ascertain 
whether  your  affection  for  my  daughter  was  as  great  as  I  was  assured  it  is. 
I  know  that  you  are  eager  to  give  her,  before  she  hears  it  from  others, 
the  satisfactory  information  you  have  received.     Go  and  tell  her." 

I  did.  A  few  days  subsequent  to  the  news  of  peace  being  received,  we 
were  married.  After  a  tour  in  the  States  she  accompanied  me  to  England, 
and  my  American  bride  won  golden  opinions  from  all  the  relatives  and 
friends  to  whom  I  had  the  happiness  of  introducing  her.  A  dutiful  and 
affectionate  wife  she  has  always  been  to  me,  and  I  have  had  just  cause  to 
be  thankful  that  I  married  the  Little  BebeL 
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\B   book   should    be    returned    to 
1     T  on  or  before  the  last  date 
elow. 
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